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THE  MONTH 

With  a  snow  record  at  Buffalo  (31.3  inches)  already  established  for 
November,  the  month  of  December  was  even  more  unpleasant  as  what  was  to  be  the 
most  severe  winter  in  the  annals  of  weather  recording  on  the  Niagara  Frontier, 
deepened.  Below  normal  temperatures  arid  unusually  heavy  precipitation  at  the 
beginning  of  the  period  (see  Prothonotary  vol.  I4:12,p.  150)  with  sharp  tempera¬ 
ture  drops  and  heavy  snow  during  the  last  ten  days  of  December  combined  to  set 
a  record  for  snowfall  (60.7  inches)  for  the  second  consecutive  month  at  Buffalo, 

The  average  temperature  for  the  period  was  22,0°(F),  5* 9°  below  normal.  Tempera¬ 
tures  were  below  normal  21  out  of  31  days  of  the  period  and  only  30/o  of  possible 
sunshine  was  recorded.  Once  again,  as  in  19?3»  the  sunniest  day  with  the  highest 
temperature  for  the  month  (46°F)  was  December  19th,  the  date  of  the  B.O.S.  Christ¬ 
mas  Bird  Count.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International 
Airport. ) 

The  heavy  snow  and  low  temperatures  probably  combined  to  make  December 
one  of  the  poorest  months  for  birding  on  record.  Northern  finches  were  greatly 
reduced  in  numbers  and  sometimes  completely  absent  from  feeders  in  southern  Erie 
and  Cattaraugus  counties.  The  Genesee  River  Valley  in  Allegany  County  and  southern 
Chautauqua  County  escaped  the  brunt  of  the  severe  storms  that  battered  the  northern 
part  of  the  study  area  and  bird  populations  were  more  seasonally  normal  in  those 
regions.  The  virtual  absence  of  Snowy  Cwls  and  Rough-legged  Hawks  from  the  Lake 
Erie  and  Lake  Ontario  plains  suggests  that  food  was  more  abundant  in  more  northern 
latitudes  which  were  warmer  with  less  snowfall  than  the  Niagara  Frontier! 

In  spite  of  the  severe  x^inter  weather,  the  number  of  1  half-hardy*  species 
reported  in  December  is  remarkable.  The  reader  is  referred  to  the  compilation  of 
Christmas  Bird  Counts  in  this  issue  where  the  numbers  of  such  Carolinian  species 
as  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  Tufted  Titmouse,  Carolina  Wren  and  Mockingbird  reported 
are  of  great  interest.  The  northward  movement  of  these  species  in  the  past  decade 
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has  been  commented  upon  in  the  pages  of  this  newsletter  and  elsewhere  bn  several 
occasions.  In  spring,  it  should  be  a  matter  of  the  first  priority  for  students 
of  birdlife  in  this  area  to  determine  if  the  severe  winter  we  are  experiencing 
will  reduce  the  breeding  populations  of  these  species  and  arrest  their  northward 
range  extension. 

Interesting  records  for  the  month  include  a  female  Harlequin  Duck  seen 
in  the  Niagara  River  at  Fort  Erie  on  December  26th.  An  immature  male  Northern 
Shoveler  spent  the  month  among  the  Black  Ducks  and  Mallards  in  the  marsh  at  Fort 
Erie.  The  ice  bridge  formed  accross  the  gorge  beneath  Niagara  Falls  by  Christmas 
Eve  but  many  of  the  rare  gull  species  mentioned  in  these  pages  last  month  continued 
to  be  seen  during  December.  Dave  Freeland  reported  an  immature  Lesser  Black-badked 
Gull  from  the  Niagara  River  at  the  foot  of  Porter  Avenue  in  Buffalo,  probably  the 
same  bird  seen  at  Niagara  Falls  in  November.  Finally,  a  western  sub-species  of 
the  Rufous-sided  Towhee,  the  "Spurred"  Towhee,  was  reported  from  a  feeder  maintain¬ 
ed  by  Harold  Axtell  on  Rose  Hill  Road  in  ^ortErie,  Apparently  it  was  the  first 
reported  extralimital  visitation  of  this  subspecies  to  the  Province  of  Ontario  or 
the  Niagara  Frontier  Region.  (See  Notes,  this  issue.) 

Joseph  F,  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  14217 
NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station  ‘ 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  than  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario*  (B.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files 
of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  -  -  * 


Common  Loon 

December 

11 

1  N.  Falls,  Ont, 

Mitchell,  et  al. 

ft 

12 

1  Ft,  Erie,  Ont, 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Horned  Grebe 

ft 

5,12 

1  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

fl 

11 

1  Niagara  River 

.Mitchell,  et  al. 

Great  Blue  Heron 

ft 

5 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

If 

11 

1  4-Mi. Creek, S.P, 

Klabundes 

If 

26 

2  Canadaway  Creek  N.S. 

Rew,  rank 

Whistling  Swan 

It 

16 

3  Buckhorn  Is.  S.P, 

Klabundes 

Canada  Goose 

II 

17 

1  Niagara  Gorge 

Axtell 

Gadwall 

It 

11 

10  Niagara  River 

Mitchell,  et  al. 

Pintail 

II 

11 

2  1!, Falls,  Ont. 

Mitchell,  et  al. 

II 

12 

22  Dufferin  Is., Ont, 

Klabundes 
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Green-winged  Teal  December 

11 

1 

N.  Falls,  Ont, 

Mitchell,  et  al. 

American  Wigeon 

tl 

11 

15 

Niagara  River 

Mitchell,  et  al. 

II 

12 

50  Dufferin  Is., Ont. 

Klabundes 

Northern  Shoveler 

It 

1-31 

1 

Ft •  Erie ,  Ont • 

Andrle ,Bogack±, 
Foster,  et  al. 

Redhead 

•  1 

11 

20 

N. Falls,  Ont, 

Mitchell,  et  al. 

11 

11 

8 

4— ILL ,  Creek.  S.P. 

Klabundes 

Ring- necked  Duck 

II 

5,11 

1 

N. Falls,  Ont. 

Andrle , Mitchell, 
et  al. 

Greater  Scaup 

II 

11 

2500 

Ft.  Niagara 

Klabunde  s 

Lesser  Scaup 

II 

12 

1 

Oleott 

Freeland 

Bufflehead 

If 

11 

800 

Niagara  River 

Mitchell,  et  al. 

Harlequin  Duck 

11 

26 

1 

Ft.  Erie,  Onto 

A  ndrle ,  et  al , 

Ruddy  Duck 

If 

5 

1 

Beaver  Is,  S.P, 

Wendling,  Emerson] 
et  al. 

Hooded  Merganser 

It 

11 

1 

N.  Falls,  Ont. 

Mitchell,  et  al. 

ft 

12 

1 

Dufferin  Is., Ont. 

Klabundes 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

If 

1 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

n 

1-2? 

1 

Rose  Hill  Rd. ,0nt. 

Axtell 

it 

11 

1 

Charlotte 

Rew 

Cooper's  Hawk 

tt 

1-31 

1-2 

Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

1-6 

1 

Rose  Hill  Rd . , Ont . 

Axtell 

it 

9,30 

1 

East  Amherst 

^re eland 

t» 

11 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Saville 

11 

IS 

1 

Scio 

V.  Fitzrick 

11 

22 

1 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

it 

28 

1 

Grand  Island 

Mitchell , Lewandow- 
ski,  Off 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

15,22 

,25,28 

1,1, 1,1 

Alfred  Area 

Brooks 

11 

19,30 

1,1 

Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

it 

19 

1 

Cuba 

Fornesses 

ti 

23 

1 

Newstead 

Freelands 

11 

26 

1 

Pomfret  Twp, 

Sundell 

11 

28 

2 

Stockton  area 

Sundells 

it 

28 

2 

Sheridan 

Sundells 

ti 

30 

1  Amity 

Pitzricks 

American  Coot 

11 

11 

1 

N. Falls,  Ont. 

Mitchell,  et  al. 

11 

12 

1 

Dufferin  Is., Ont. 

Klabundes 

11 

26 

4 

Dunkirk 

Rew, Frank 

Purple  Sandpiper 

11 

5,26 

1 

N. Falls ,  Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

m 

11 

4 

N. Falls 

■Wend  ling ,  Mitchell 
et  al. 

tt 

28 

3 

N. Falls,  Ont. 

Sundells 

Dunlin 

"  5 

,11,26 

.2 

N. Falls,  Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

M 

11,17 

2,2 

No  Falls 

Axtell 

Glaucous  Gull 

ti 

5 

4 

Niagara  River 

Emerson,  et  al. 

it 

11 

2 

Niagara  Gorge 

Mitchell,  et  al. 

it 

12 

14  Niagara  River 

Andrle,  et  al. 
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Glaucous  Gull, cont. December 

12 

1  Dufferin  Is,, Ont, 

Klabundes 

«! 

22 

22  Niagara  River 

Axtell 

II 

28 

6  N. Falls,  Ont, 

Bund ells 

Iceland  Gull  " 

5 

2  Niagara  River 

Emerson,  et  al. 

1! 

28 

2  N,  Falls,  Ont. 

Sundells 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

12 

125  N.  Falls 

Andrle,  et  al. 

It 

12 

130  Niagara  River 

Klabundes 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

10 

1  (imm, ) Buffalo ( Porter 

Ave  • ) 

Freeland 

91 

11,12 

1  (ad.)  N.  Falls 

Axtell,  et  al. 

If 

12 

1  (ad8)  N,  Falls, Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

If 

30 

1  (ad.)  N.  Falls, Ont, 

Wile ove , Me Michael 
Rachlin 

Ring-billed  Gull  " 

26 

20,000  Dunkirk 

Rew , Frank ; Sunde 11 

Black-headed.  Gull  " 

5,12 

1  (ad . )Niagara-on-the- 
Lake,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Foster, 
et  al. 

ft 

12 

1  Niagara-on- the-Lake , 

Ont.  Axtell,  et  al. 

Franklin* s  Gull  " 

10 

2  Buffalo (Porter  Ave.) 

Freeland 

Bonaparte ' s  Bull  " 

12 

7  Olcott-Somerset 

Freeland 

Black-legged  Kittiwake" 

5,18 

l(imm. )Niagara-on-the- 

Lake,  Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

n 

12 

l(imm. ) Niagara-on- the- 
Lake,  Ont, 

Axtell,  et  al. 

ft 

12 

1  (ad.)  Olcott 

Freeland 

Mourning  Dove  " 

18 

68  Amity 

Fitzricks 

Snowy  Cwl  " 

12 

1  Amity 

Pi  tz ricks 

Short-eared  Owl  " 

28 

6  Grand  Island 

Mi  t  c  he  1 1 ,  Lewa  nd  ow- 
ski,  Off 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker" 

1-5 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

12 

1  Amherst 

Freeland 

Red-headed  Woodpecker  " 

11 

4  4-Mi »  Creek  S.P. 

Klabunde 

II 

11 

5  ^t.  Niagara 

Klabundes 

Horned  Lark  " 

E0a,  alpestris 

12 

70  Olcott 

rre eland 

II 

18 

4  Amity 

Pit bricks 

E. a .alpestris  " 

28 

25  Pomfret  Twp0 

Sundells 

E.a,  alpestris  " 

31 

3  Lockport 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Tufted  Titmouse  " 

1-31 

2-3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

1-20 

1  Leitfiston 

Klabundes 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch  " 

12 

3  Olcott 

Freeland 

Carolina  Wren  " 

1-31 

1  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

II 

1-31 

2-3  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

II 

12 

1  Wilson 

Freeland 

"  13, 

18-31 

1  Orchard  Park  (f) 

Saville 

II 

26 

1  Canadaway  Creek  N.S, 

Rew,  Frank 
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Mockingbird  December 

1-31 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd«,0nto(f) 

Axtell 

IV 

11,18 

2,1  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

II 

18 

2  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

II 

2? 

1  Burge son  Sanctuary 

Sundells , Richardson 
Powers 

II 

29 

1  Ft,  Erie,0nt. 

Sommerville 

Brown  Thrasher 

II 

1-31 

1  Cuba 

Fornesses 

American  Robin 

II 

22 

50  N. Falls 

Axtell 

Hermit  Thrush 

11 

5,11 

1  Queenston,  Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

11 

1  Dufferin  Is., Ont. 

Mitchell,  et  al. 

II 

11,14 

2,2  Alfred  area 

J ,  Gibson 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

It 

1-31 

2-4  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

4 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

12 

1  Dufferin  Is., Ont, 

Klabundes 

II 

12 

2  -Wilson 

Freeland 

If 

12 

4  01c ott 

Freeland 

Ruby-c rowned  Kinglet 

•  1 

5 

1  Queenston,  Ont, 

Andrle,et  al.(BOS) 

Cedar  Waxwing 

II 

4 

29  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

II 

12 

27  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

•  1 

22 

42  Clarence 

Wagner 

•  1 

25 

19  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Northern  Shrike 

If 

1-31 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd,,0nt, 

Axtell 

II 

4 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

If 

5 

1  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

II 

10,26 

1  Cuba 

Fornesses 

II 

16 

1  Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Klabundes 

II 

19 

1  Amity 

Pitzricks 

II 

26 

1  Stockton 

Sundell 

II 

2? 

1  Burge son  Sanctuary 

Sundells , Richardson 
Powers 

•  1 

28 

1  Pomfret  Twp, 

Sundells 

II 

31 

1  Lockport 

Andrles 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

11 

12 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

11 

19 

2  Alden 

Wolfling 

II 

24 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd,,0nt. 

Axtell 

II 

25 

1  Hamburg 

Andrles 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

ft 

25 

22  Ridgeway,  Ont, 

Axtell 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

II 

1,2-? 

2,1  Cheektowaga 

Schwartz 

11 

2,31 

1  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Sommerville 

II 

16 

2  Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Klabunde  s 

Rusty  Blackbird 

II 

2-7 

1-6  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

Axtell 

II 

5 

1  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

If 

6,7 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Common  Grackle 

"1-20 

,21-31  1-4,20-8  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

it 

1-31 

50-1  Rose  Hill  Rd . , Ont • 

Axtell 

1-16,1? 

,18-31 

6-35,62,15-30  Cheektowaga 

Schwartz 

II 

16 

75  Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Klabundes 

Cardinal 

II 

31 

65  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

Axtell 
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Rose-br.  Grosbeak  December  31 

1  Lyndonville  (f) 

Smith 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1,12,16 

11,4,4  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

fl 

1 

4  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

II 

3,11,22 

2,4,8  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

II 

9 

15  Amity 

Pitzricks 

Vf 

19-31 

2-25  Eelmont 

Burtons 

Purple  Finch  " 

1-31 

5-15  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

1-31 

3  (banded)  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

If 

1-3 

1  Snyder 

DeKleine 

If 

14-31 

1  Jamestown 

Sundells 

House  Finch  " 

1-31 

25-30  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

VI 

1-31 

2-6  Cheektowaga 

Schwartz 

II 

1,2-24 

2,1  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

7,21,31 

1  Snyder 

DeKleine 

Common  Redpoll  " 

14 

20  Williamsville 

Freeland 

II 

31 

3  Cheektowaga 

Freeland 

American  Goldfinch 

1-31 

2-18  Cheektowaga 

Schwartz 

II 

1-31 

9-17  Eggertsville 

McKales 

II 

1-31 

1-14  Eggertsville 

E.  Hull 

II 

1-31 

8-l6  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

1-21 

18  (max.)  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

White-winged  Crossvill" 

12  F 

5  Wilson 

Freeland 

Ruf ous-s ,  Towhee  " 

4-12 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt,(f) 

Axtell,  et  al. 

( Pipilo  e •  montanus 
formerly  called  "Spurred 
Chipping  Sparrow  " 

Towhee") 

1-6 

1  Orchard  Park  (f) 

Zablotny 

II 

1-11L 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd . , Ont « ( f ) 

Axtell 

Field  Sparrow  " 

1-31 

1-2  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

II 

31 

1  Jamestown 

Sundell,  Freemans 

White-crowned  Sparrow  " 

1-31 

3  Belmont 

Burtons 

It 

1-7 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd,,0nt,(f)  Axtell,  et  al6 

II 

3 

1  Eggertsville 

E.  Hull 

II 

13-31 

1  Buffalo  (f) 

Rew 

II 

16 

1  Buckhorn  Is.  S.P, 

Klabundes 

If 

22-23 

1  Cheektowaga 

Schwartz 

II 

28 

1  Grand  Island 

Mitchell , Lewandow- 

White-throated  Sparrow" 

1-31 

17  Rose  Hill  Rd,,0nt.(f) 

ski,  Off 

Axtell 

If 

1-31 

1-4  Spring  Brook  (f) 

Danner 

fl 

1-31 

1-3  Eggertsville  (f) 

E.  Hull 

II 

1-31 

2-3  Belmont  (f) 

Burtons 

II 

1-31 

3  Orchard  Park  (f) 

Saville 

II 

4-13 

1  Lewiston  (f) 

Klabundes 

II 

7 

1  Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

If 

14 

1  Buffalo ( Public  Library)  Andrle 

If 

26 

2  Canadaway  Creek  NrS, 

Rew,  Frank 

II 

28 

3  Grand  Island 

Mitchell,  Lewan- 

IV 

29 

1  Buffalo 

dowski,  Off 

Wagner 
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cont , 


Lapland  Long spur 
Snow  Bunting 


December  28 

"  4 

"  12 

"  28 

"  31 


44  Pomfret  Twp. 
60  Jericho  Hill 
350  Olcott 
20  Pomfret  Twp, 
25  Lockport 


ADDENDA  -  1976 


Sundells 

Brooks 

Freeland 

Sundells 

Andrles 


Great  Egret  I-Carch _  20 

Lesser  Black-b,Gull  November  22 
Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  September  2 
Whip-poor-will  October _ 23 


1  Limestone 
1  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 
3  Clarence 
1  Golden  Hill  S.P. 


VanScoys 

Goodwin 

¥ilcove 

Schrader 


Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year  ,  *  •  •  »  283 
Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  •  •  •  ,  ,  a  •  ,  ,  1 
Total  for  year  «,oc«,9«*o*a«o,  •••*•*  ,oo»*«o  28  A1 

ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


Report  of  the  Forty-eighth  B.C,S.  Christmas  Bird  Count 

Compiled  by  Marcya  Foster 

December  19,  1976 


Date : 


Area : 


Weather : 


Centering  on  Grand  Island,  including  both  branches  of 
the  Niagara  River  and  adjacent  territory,  from  the 
gorge  below  the  Falls  to  Fort  Erie  and  Buffalo, 

Mostly  clear  during  morning  hours  with  cloud  cover 
increasing  during  afternoon;  wind  SE-SSW  5  -  15  m.p.h.; 
0  to  6"  of  snow  cover,  inland  waters  frozen.  Tem¬ 
peratures  ranged  from  22°  F,  to  46°  F, 


Coverage:  Fifty-one  observers  in  18  parties  made  observations 

from  5;00  a,m,  to  6:00  p.m„,  covering  807  miles 
(738  by  car  and  69  on  foot,) 

Territories  and  Observers: 

A,  Canada:  Rainbow  Bridge  south  to  Welland  River,  and  Niagara  River  west 

to  MoC»R#R, ,  Portage  Road,  and  area  boundary,  -  Robert  Andrle, 
Patricia  Andrle,  Richard  Byron,  Marcya  Foster,  James  Gregory, 
Ruth  Swonger. 
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Forty-eight  B#0,S,  Christmas  Birr)  Count,  conte 

B.  Canadas  Welland  River  south  to  Black  Creek,  and  Niagara  River  west 


to  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  and  area  boundary.  -  Ralph  Gardiner, 
P^nys  Gardiner 9 

C .  Canada ; 

Queen  Elizabeth  Way  west  to  area  boundary  and  south  to  Bowen 
Road 0  -  Arthur  Schaffner. 

D.  Canada; 

Black  Creek  south  to  Peace  Bridge,  and  Niagara  River  west 
to  Queen  Elizabeth  Way.  -  Frances  Rew,  Clara  Henderson, 

Esther  Krist,  James  Krist,  Pauline  Schwartz , Robert  Schwartz, 

E.  Canada; 

Bowen  Road  south  to  area  boundary  and  east  to  Queen  Elizabeth 
Way  and  Niagara  River,  -  Harold  Axtell,  Robert  Somerville, 

F, 

Porter  Road,  Hyde  Park  Blvd.,Pine  Avenue,  Main  Street  south 
to  Niagara  River,  including  Goat  and  Cayuga  Islands,  and  east 
to  Military  Road.  -  Harold  Mitchell,  Neil  Goodman,  Brian 
Lewandoitfski ,  William  Vaughan. 

G. 

Military  Road  southeast  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal,  and  Niagara 
River  northeast  to  area  boundary,  -  Marie  Wendiing,  Ann  Bauer, 

■v 

Marion  Bee, 

H. 

Sheridan  Drive  north  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal,  and  Niagara 
River  east  to  area  boundary.  -  Paul  Sieracki,  Dot  McMichael, 
James  Sieracki, 

J. 

Sheridan  Drive  east  and  south  to  area  boundary,  west,  to 

Niagara  River0  -David  Freeland,  Gael  Bissell,  Thomas  Hager, 
Will  Reagan,  George  Smiths 

K. 

Grand  Island;  West  to  Stony  Point  Road,  north  to  Huth  and 

Long  Roads  to  Niagara  River,  -Harriette  and  Walter  Klabunde s 

L.  Grand  Island;  Huth  and  Long  Roads  south  to  Whitehaven  Road,  and 

Stony  Point  Road  west  to  Niagara  River.  -  Fred  Harrington, 
Doug  Happ,  Jim  Harrington,  Jim  Zablotny, 

M.  Grand  Island;  East  of  Stony  Point  Road  and  north  of  Whitehaven  Road 

to  Niagara  River.-  Carolyn  Frank,  Cynthia  Hillard,  Belle 
Minsley,  Nat  Minsley. 

v 

N*  Grand  Island;  Whitehaven  Road  south  to  Love  Road,  and  Baseline 

Road  west  to  Niagara  River.  -  Kenneth  Balmas. 
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Volume  43,  Mo.  1  "Organization  Activities"  cont. 

Forty-eighth  B.O.S,  Christmas  Bird  Count,  cont. 

O.  Grand  Island:  T,Ihitehaven  Road  south  to  Love  Road,  and  Baseline 

Road  east  to  Niagara  River.  -  Alan  Reckhow,  John  Thill,  Joseph  Thill. 

P.  Grand  Island:  Love  Road  south  to  Spaulding  Road,  from  the  east 
branch  to  west  branch  of  Niagara  River.  -  Fd  Fessler . 

Q0  Grand  Island:  South  of  Spaulding  Road,  all  of  Beaver  Island 

State  Park.  -  Alice  and  Willard  Pc Kale ,  Blake  Reeves,  Marilyn 
Reeves. 

Species  Recorded:  Figures  indicate  total,  number  of  birds  seen; letters  indicate 

territories  where  birds  were  seen,  if  recorded  in  three  or 
fewer  territories. 


Horned  Grebe 

1 

(A)  Low. 

Great  Blue  Heron 

19 

Highest  in  10  years. 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

3 

(A)  Third  time  reported  in  10  years. 

Canada  Goose 

154 

First  time  reported  since  1959 »  3rd  time  ever. 

Mallard 

1198 

Highest  in  history  of  count. 

Black  Duck 

448 

Average. 

Gadwall 

57 

(A ,  Q)  Average. 

Pintail 

26 

Highest  since  1970. 

Green-winged  Teal 

3 

Average • 

American  Wigeon 

240 

Highest  since  1967* 

Northern  Shove ler 

1 

(D)  First  since  1965»  2nd  time  in  history. 

Wood  Duck 

1 

(A)  Third  time  in  10  years. 

Redhead 

180 

Highest  since  1989. 

Ring- necked  Duck 

3 

(K)  FifthAtime  in  10  years. 

Canva shack 

7784 

Second  highest  in  10  years. 

Greater  Scaup 

5152 

Second  highest  in  10  years. 

Lesser  Scaup 

23 

Tied  with  1970  for  highest  since  1955. 

Common  Goldeneye 

5861 

Highest  in  history  of  count. 

Bufflehead 

1449 

Third  highest  in  10  years. 

Old squaw 

105 

Well  below  the  10  year  average. 

White-winged  Scoter 

2 

(F-)  Below  the  10  year  average. 

Surf  Scoterr 

1 

(A) 

Hooded  Merganser 

20 

Highest  since  1958. 

Common  Merganser 

3870 

Below  the  10  year  average. 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

66 

Below  the  10  year  average. 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

3 

(E,J,L)  Highest  since  1950. 

Cooper's  Hawk 

1 

(H)  Second  time  in  10  years. 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

104 

Second  highest  in  10  years. 

American  Kestrel 

77 

Highest  since  1958. 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

48 

Highest  since  1970. 

American  Coot 

2 

(A) 

Killdeer 

1 

)j) 
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Volume  43,  No,  1  "Organization  Activities"  cont. 
Forty-eighth  B.O.S.  Bird  Count,  cont. 


Purple  Sandpiper 

3 

Glaucous  Gull 

7 

Iceland  Gull 

1 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

370 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

2 

Herring  Gull 

21,261 

Ring-billed  Gull 

2820 

Bonaparte  9  s  Gull 

1002 

Little  Gull 

1 

Rock  Love 

588 

Mourning  Dove 

192 

Screech  Owl 

14 

Great  Horned  Cwl 

12 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

Long-eared  Cwl 

1 

Short-eared  Owl 

6 

Belted  Kingfisher 

7 

Common  Flicker 

31 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

7 

Downy  Woodpecker 

56 

Blue  Jay 

284 

Common  CroTtf 

196 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

84 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

12 

Brown  Creeper 

18 

Winter  Wren 

3 

Mockingbird 

6 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

American  Robin 

43 

Golden-croxtfned  Kinglet 

12 

Cedar  Waxwing 

44 

Northern  Shrike 

7 

Starling 

26,112 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

3 

House  Sparrow 

1548 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

43 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

26 

Common  Grackle 

6 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

159 

Cardinal 

207 

Purple  Finch 

3 

House  Finch 

2 

American  Goldfinch 

135 

(A)  Fourth  time  in  10  years. 

Second  highest  in  10  years. 

(A) 

Highest  in  history  of  count, 

(A)  First  time  in  history  of  count. 

Highest  since  1969* 

Slightly  above  the  10  year  average , 

Occurred  in  4  territories  (B.D.G,J), 

(A )  Third  time  reported  in  10  years • 

Highest  in  history  of  count. 

Above  the  10  year  average, 

Highest  since  1970, 

Highest  since  1956,  tied  for  highest  in  history, 
( F  ) . 

(L)  Fourth  time  in  10  years, 

(L)  Average, 

Highest  in  10  years. 

Highest  in  history  of  count, 

LqW  , 


Below  the  10  year  average . 
Above  10  year  average. 
Highest  since  1970, 

Lowest  in  10  years 0 
Lowest  in  10  years. 

Highest  since  1971* 

( H  ,11,  Q)  Highest  since  1969* 
Highest  in  history  of  count# 
(D) 

Highest  in  history  of  count* 
Third  1  oldest  in  10  years, 

( D , E , IC )  Highest  since  1969 . 

Average 

Average 


(K,L)  Fourth  time  and  highest  in  10  years 
Average  ' 

(C)  Highest  in  history  of  count, 

( D, H )  Highest  in  10  years, 

(d,e,h) 

Highest  in  history  of  count. 

Second  highest  in  10  years, 

(p) 

(j)  First  time  in  history  of  count. 
Highest  in  10  years. 
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Forty-eighth  B.O.S,  Christmas  Bird  Count,  cont. 


Dark-eyed  Junco 

81 

Below  average. 

Tree  Sparrow 

466 

Below  Average. 

Field  Sparrow 

1 

(K)  Third  time  in  10  years. 

White-throated  Sparrow 

29 

Average 

Swamp  Sparrow 

4  Highest  since  1969* 

Song  Sparrow 

29 

Highest  since  1971* 

Total: 

82,849 

individuals  of  81  species 

Although  this  year’s  count  topped  last  year  by  one  species,  the  total  individual 
number  was  about  15 , 000  under  last  year.  This  may  be  contributed  to  Starlings 
being  down  44,000  while  Herring  Gull  numbers  were  up  26,000,  There  were  nine 
"Highest  in  history  of  count"  species  and  two  species  that  occurred  on  the  count 
day  for  the  first  time  ever  (Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  House  Finch).  In  contrast, 
both  Black-capped  Chickadees  and  White-breasted  Nuthatch  hit  a  ten  year  low.  The 
Saw-whet  Owl  has  been  missing  from  our  count  since  1970  and  this  is  the  first  vear 
since  1967  that  the  White-crowned  Sparrow  has  not  been  in  the  count  day  tally. 

Species  seen  Huring  the  count  week  but  not  on  the  count  day  are:  Whistling  Swan, 
Dunlin,  Rufous-sided.  Towhee  and  White-crowned  Sparrow, 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  extend  my  '.thanks  and  appreciation  to  everyone  who 
participated  in  the  Forty-eighth  Annual  Christmas  Count,  You  made  it  a  pleasure 
t,o  compile  the  results. 

34  Lincoln  Avenue,  Hamburg,  New  York  14075 


1976  CHRISTMAS  BIRD  COUNTS  IN  B.O.S.  STUDY  AREA 

On  the  following  pages  we  present  the  results  of  seven  Christmas  Bird 
Counts  taken  within  the  geographic  boundaries  of  the  B.O.S.  stud3?-  area  between 
December  18 th,  1976  and  January  2nd,  1977*  The  editor  is  indebted  to  Dr.  Robert 
Andrle,  Regional  Editor  of  the  Christmas  Bird  Count  of  the  National  Audubon  Society 
for  Yew  York  State,  for  providing  count  data  for  publication  at  this  time. 


TABLE  #1 

Date : 


St, Bona venture  Scio  Jamestown  Beaver  Meadow 

12  19  -  76  12-18-76  12^19-7^  01-22-77 


Horned  Grebe 
Fied-b,  Grebe 
Gr.  Blue  Heron 
Mallard 
Black  Duck 
Fintail 


1 

2 

1  2 
9  106 

5  5  101 ' 

1 


2 
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Table  #1,  cont. 


St,  Bona venture 

Scio 

Jamestown 

Beaver  T4 

Date  s 

12  -  19  -  7^ 

12-18-76 

12-19-76 

01  -  22 

Canvasback 

1 

Gr .  Scaup 

1 

C,  Goldeneye 

1 

24 

Bufflehead 

1 

Hooded  Merganser 

3 

Sharp- sh,  Haitfk 

1 

2 

1 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

1 

5 

4 

8 

Red- tail.  Hawk 

15 

13 

25 

Rough-leg »  Hawk 

4 

1 

Marsh  Hawk 

1 

Am,  Kestrel 

10 

7 

8 

4 

Ruffed  Grouse 

5 

7 

2 

Ring-n,  Pheasant 

1 

24 

1 

Turkey 

6 

32 

Am,  Coot 

2 

Killdeer 

1 

3 

Herring  Gull 

2 

Rock  Dove 

139 

712 

593 

157 

Mourning  Dove 

13 

109 

148 

28 

Screech  Cwl 

4 

1 

Gr ,  Horned.  Cwl 

1 

3 

4 

1 

Barred  Owl 

22 

1 

Belt,  Kingfisher 

4 

7 

8 

Common  Flicker 

10 

Pileated  Wdpkr. 

1 

1 

2 

Redr-bell,  Wdpkr, 

2 

2 

p 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

1 

Hairy  Wdpkr, 

2 

14 

39 

23 

Downy  Wdpkr, 

15 

31 

112 

30 

Horned  Lark 

4 

5 

31 

Blue  Jay 

126 

265 

363 

124 

Common  Crow 

23 

250 

.62 

47 

Bl.-c.  Chickadee 

217 

279 

570 

85 

Tufted  Titmouse 

7 

8 

14 

W.-br .  Nuthatch 

28 

26 

123 

23 

Red-br,  Nuthatch 

2 

6 

2 

Brown  Creeper 

2 

13 

Winter  Wren 

1 

Carolina  Wren 

2 

1 

4 

Mockingbird 

1 

1 

Amer0  Robin 

1 

3 

5 

Hermit  Thrush 

1 

Golden-cro  Kinglet 

7 

11 

6 

10 

Cedar  Waxwing 

3 

41 

98 
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Table  #1.  cont.  St.  Bonaventure  Scio  Jamestown  Beaver  Meadow 


Northern  Shrike 

2 

Starling 

147 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 
House  Sparrow 

176 

E.  Meadowlark 

1 

Red-w,  Blackbird 

9 

Rusty  Blackbird 
Common  Grackle 

1 

Brown-h0  Cowbird 

20 

Cardinal 

43 

Evening  Grosbeak 

1 

Purple  Finch 

6 

House  Finch 

i  *> 

5 

Pine  Siskin 

Am.  Goldfinch 

24 

Ruf ou s- s  e  Towhe  e 

3 

Dark-e.  Junco 

78 

Tree  Sparrow 

123 

Field  Sparrow 

1 

White-cr •  Sparrow 
White-thr.  Sparrow 

10 

Swamp  Sparrow 

Song  Sparrow 

'  -  .  .  .  -  .  .  V. 

8 

Snow  Bunting 

Total  Species: 

50 

Total  Individuals: 

1,309 

1976  Christmas  Bird 

Count  -  Table  #2 

Date : 

Grand  Island 
12-1917^ 

Horned  Grebe 

1 

Gr.  Blue  Heron 

19 

B-c.  Night  Heron 

3 

Canada  Goose 

154 

Mallard 

1198 

Black  Duck 

448 

Gad wall 

57 

Pintail 

26 

Green-w.  Teal 

3 

Am.  Wigeon 

240 

No •  Shove ler 

1 

Wood  Duck 

1 

1 

1 

2 

226 

386 

29 

1 

803 

1289 

370 

7 

3 

15 

1 

6 

32 

4 

3 

18 

70 

321 

120 

16 

22 

5 

1 

12 

60 

137 

3 

103 

157 

74 

175 

436 

105. 

6 

2 

4 

2 

18 

30 

7 

7 

55 

2 

150 

14 

49 

65 

28 

3,421 

5,423 

1,196 

Hamburg  -  E„  Aurora 

Oak  Orchard 

01-02-77 

12-28-76 

1  5 

1 

1  102 

2 
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1976  Christmas  Bird  Count',' 

cont . 

Table  42,  cont0 

Grand  Island  . 

Hamburg  -  E.  Aurora 

Oak  C 

Date : 

12-19-76 

01-02-77 

12-2 

Redhead 

180 

Ring-n,  Duck 

3 

Canvasback 

7784 

Gr.  Scaup 

5152 

L.  Scaup 

23 

C.  Goldeneye 

5861 

Bufflehead 

1449 

Old squaw 

105 

White-w.  Scoter 

2 

Surf  Scoter 

1 

Hooded  Merganser 

20 

Common  Merganser 

3870 

Red -by r  Merganser 

66 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

3 

3 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

i 

2 

0 

j 

Red -tail.  Hawk 

104 

16 

60 

Am,  Kestrel 

77 

10 

52 

Ruffed  Grouse 

6 

2 

Ring-n e  Pheasant 

48 

62 

69 

Turkey 

3 

Am,  C^ot 

2 

1 

Purple  Sandpiper 

3 

Glaucous  Gull 

7 

Iceland  Gull 

1 

Gr.  Black-b.  Gull 

370 

Lesser  Bl.-bo  Gull 

2 

Herring  Gull 

21,261 

1 

Ring-b,  Gull 

2820 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

1002 

Little  Gull 

1 

113 

Rock  Dove 

588 

280 

75 

Mourning  Dove 

192 

444 

Screech  Cwl 

14 

6 

1 

Gr0  Horned  Gwl 

12 

3 

2 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

Long-e 0  Owl 

1 

Short-e ,  Cwl 

6 

Belt,  Kingfisher 

7 

5 

1 

Common  Flicker 

31 

2 

20 

Pileated  Wdpkr, 

1 

R.-bell,  Wdpkr « 

2 

16 

Hairy  Wdpke, 

7 

56 

14 

Downy  Wdpkr, 

56 

127 

112 
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Table  #2  cont. 

Grand  Island 

Hamburg  -  E,  Aurora 

Oak  Orchard 

Date : 

12-19-76 

01-02-77 

12-28- 76 

Horned  Lark 

1081 

Blue  Jay 

284 

292 

79 

Common  Crow 

196 

1953 

21 

Bl.-c,  Chickadee 

84 

593 

311 

Tufted  Titmouse 

23 

W •  -br 9  Nuthatch 

12 

81 

15 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

19 

Brown  Creeper 

18 

7 

9 

Winter  Wren 

3 

2 

Carolina  Wren 

10 

Mockingbird 

6 

1 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

Am,  Robin 

43 

39 

Hermit  Thrush 

1 

1 

Golden-cr,  Kinglet 

12 

14 

13 

Cedar  Waxwing 

44 

123 

Northern  Shrike 

7 

2 

Starling 

26,112 

1196 

1100 

Yellow-r,  Warbler 

3 

1 

House  Sparrow 

1548 

1940 

2262 

Ee  Meadowlark 

43 

5 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

26 

1 

3 

Common  Grackle 

6 

4 

1 

Brown-h0  Cowbird 

159 

12 

Cardinal 

207 

333 

64 

Evening  Grosbeak 

45 

Purple  Finch 

3 

1 

House  Finch 

2 

Common  Redpoll 

12 

Fine  Siskin 

2 

Am,  Goldfinch 

135 

232 

7 

Ruf ou  s- s .  Towhe  e 

3 

Dark-e,  Junco 

81 

343 

40 

Tree  Sparrow 

466 

330 

940 

Field  Sparrow 

1 

9 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

1 

1 

White-thr .  Sparrow 

29 

63 

9 

Swamp  Sparrow 

4 

3 

Song  Sparrow 

29 

28 

19 

Lapland  Long spur 

1 

Snow  Bunting 

81 

215 

Total  Species; 

81 

52 

44 

Total  Individuals; 

82,849 

8,455 

7*223 
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Niagara  Loop  Trip  December  5th,  1976 

by:  Mary  Louise  Emerson 

Fourteen  persons  came  out  of  their  homes  to  brave  the  elements  on  Sunday 5 
December  fifth  for  the  Niagara  Loop  trip  of  the  B.O.S.  hoping  to  free  themselves 
from  the  snow-bound  city.  Snow  had  fallen  for  four  days  in  the  previous  week  creat¬ 
ing  hazardous  conditions,  with  schools  and  some  businesses  closed,  Alas,  Canada 
also  had  had  the  snow!  The  Niagara  Parkway  was  plowed  but  parking  areas  were  not 
accessible  and  deep  snow  made  walking  difficult. 

At  the  Fort  Erie  sanctuary  we  saw  the  usual  Mallards,  Black  Ducks  and 
some  Scaup o  An  unusual  sight  for  this  time  of  the  year  was  an  immature  male  North¬ 
ern  Shove ler, <  Further  along  the  river  were  Canvasbacks,  a  Common  Scoter,  two 
Surf  Scoters,  a  female  Hooded  Merganser  and  Two  Gadwalls. 

It  x^ras  very  cold  at  the  Falls.  In  the  upper  rapids  above  the  Falls  were 
American  Widgeons,  Pintails  and  two  beautiful  Hooded  Mergansers, 

Many  gulls  were  seen  both  above  and  below  the  Falls  including  Bonapartes, 
Ringed-billed,  Herring  and  Greater  Black-backed.,  A  Little  Gull  was  seen  by  a  number 
of  our  party.  Some  six  white-winged  gulls  were  observed  during  the  trip,  including 
four  Glaucous  and  two  Iceland  Gulls,. 

At  the  Adam-Beck  Power  Plant  the  party  divided,  some  going  on  to  Queens¬ 
town,  Ontario  others  to  the  United  States  via  the  Lewiston  Bridge, 

land,  birds  are  never  very  plentiful  on  this  trip.  Along  the  river  we  saw 
a  couple  of  Kingfishers,  Red-tailed  Hawks,  an  American  Kestrel  and  Cardinals,  At 
the  Power  Plant  a  Mockingbird  flew  by  and  rested  briefly  in  a  tree. 

At  the  Klabunde  * s  feeding  trays,  behind  their  home  in  Lewiston,  were <  Red - 
breasted  Nuthatch,  goldfinches,  juncos,  a  Tree  Sparrow  and  Downy  Woodpecker, 

On  the  homeward  trek  the  sun  was  seen  for  the  first  time  in  the  day! 

587  Ashland  Avenue,  Buffalo  ,  New  York  14222 
NOTES 


"Spurred"  Towhee,  Pipilo  erythrophthalmus  montanus,  at  Fort  Erie,  Ontario 


A  spotted-backed  Towhee  that  was  a  regular  attendant  at  the  feeding  sta¬ 
tions  of  the  writer  on  Rose  Hill  Road  in  Fort  Erie,  Ontario,  December  4-12,  1976, 
was  identified  as  a  female  Pipilo  erythrophthalmus  montanus,  apparently  the  first 
reported  identification  of  this  subspecies  in  Ontario  or  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region, 
This  western  subspecies  of  Rufous-sided  Towhee  was  formerly  called  " Spurred "Towhee , 
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"Spurred"  Towhee,  Pipilo  ervthrophthalmus  montanus, at  Fort  Erie » Ont. , cont. 

a  subspecies  of  "Spotted"  Towhee,  P.  maculatus ,  prior  to  the  latter  being  combined 
(lumped)  with  P,  erythrophthalmus  into  a  single  species. 


P0  _e.  mo nt anus  breeds  as  far  north  and  east  as  northern  Utah  and  central 
northern  Colorado  and  typically  winters  south  of  its  breeding  grounds.  There  have 
been  previous  more  eastern  records  of  extralimital  vagrants  in  Kansas,  Nebraska,  and 
New  Jersey,  A  More  northern  subspecies  with  similar  white  spots  and  streaks,  Po£« 
arcticus ,  breeds  as  far  east  as  North  Dakota  and  Nebraska  and  has  been  known  to  wan¬ 
der  eastifard  to  northern  Illinois,  Presumably  both  forms  have  occurred  in  the  East 
a  number  of  times,  but  problems  in  subspecific  identification  have  usually  limited 
them  to  being  recorded  only  as  "Spotted"  Towhees,  if  at  all.  There  are  three  such 
records  in  Ontario,  one  of  which  was  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  -  a  female  at 
the  feeding  station  of  R.¥0  Sheppard  in  Niagara, .x Fa 11s ,  Ontario,  from  November  27, 
1968  to  April  12,  1969*  I  saw  that  bird  also,  but  was  unable  to  identify  it  to  sub¬ 
species.  A  photograph  by  Paul  Benham  is  in  the  files  of  the  Royal  Ontario  Museum 
in  Toh^nto, 

These  two  races  are  the  only  ones  likely  to  be  found  in  eastern  North 
America,  Typical  females  of  arcticus  are  light  brown,  whereas  those  of  montanus 
are  a  very  dark  shade  of  gray-brown  or  grayish  brown,  almost  as  black  as  maD.es. 

As  is  to  be  expected  of  subspecies,  individuals  of  the  two  races  tend  to  be  more 
similar  in  areas  near  the  meeting  of  their  ranges,  many  being  indistinguishable. 


The  Fort  Erie  bird,  luckily,  was  a  very  very  dark  one.  I  was  able  to 
examine  it  daily  at  11  to  13  feet  with  7X,35  binoculars,  and  while  studying  it, 
was  able  to  make  a  drawing  of  it  and  its  spots,  and  to  write  down  my  analysis  of 
its  colors.  I  also  made  it  a  point  to  register  a  good  mental  impression  of  those 
factors  to  use  for  reference  when  I  subsequently  visited  the  Royal  Ontario  Museum 
to  compare  this  bird  with, their  study  specimens.  It  proved  to  be  much  darker  than 
any  of  that  museum* s  seven  specimens  of  female  arcticus,  and  as  dark  as  the  darkest 
'  three  of  their  five  specimens  of  female  montanus ,  as  well  as  similar  to  the  latter 
in  all  other  diagnostic  characters. 

This  bird  was  also  seen  by  John  B.  Miles,  Norm  Chesterfield,  Keith  Burke, 
and  Arthur  Schaffner,  All  recognized  it  as  one  of  the  spotted  western  forms,  but 

I  do  not  know  whether  any  of  them  further  identified  it  as  the  montanus  subspecies, 

» 

A  detailed  written  verification  of  this  sight  record  has  been  submitted 
J  to  the  Statisticians  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  and  to  the  Ontario 
Records  Committee. 


I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  Dr,  Jchw  Barlow,  Curator  of  Ornithology  at 
the  Royal  Ontario  Museum,  for  permission  to  examine  the  museum's  study  collection  of 
birds,  and  to  Dr.  Ross  D.  James,  Assistant  Curator  of  Ornithology,  for  assistance  in 
several  aspects  of  my  mission  at  the  museum. 


Harold  H.  Axtell,  R.  R.  #1,  Fort  Erie,  Ontario 
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PROGRAM  ~  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesday  of  each  month,  September  to  June  inclusive,  in  the  Society's  club  room 
at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8; 00  p.m, 

April  13th:  'Clark's  Nutcracker*.  B.O.S,  member  Arthur  Clark,  assistant 

Curator  of  Vertebrae  Zoology  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
has  gone  into  the  Museum's  treasure  trove  of  ornithological 
odds  and  ends  to  design  a  quiz  for  bird  watchers  that  will 
perplex  and  delight  novice  and  expert  alike, 

April  27th:  'Banding  Waterfowl  and  Other  Birds  in  Niagara  County#* 

/  Gerry  Farrell  of  the  'Fin,  Fur  and  Feather9  conservation 
club  of  Lewiston  will  discuss  his  adventures  banding 
waterfowl  on  the  Niagara  River  at  Youngstown  and  passerines 
at  the  group's  club  house  on  Swann  Road  in  Lewiston  where 
his  nets  have  yielded,  some  remarkable  finds. 


April  3rd : 


April  17th: 


April  24th: 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

April  Bird  Count,  Compiler,  Ed  Fessler  (tel.  633-2730  days, 
691-8553,  nights.)  Call  Ed  to  volunteer  to  cover  one  of  the 
B.O.S,  sections  or  for  further  information. 

Field  trip  to  B.O.S.  Section  #5 • • • "Where  to  Find  Birds  in 
Section  #5."  First  of  a  new  program  of  Society  field 
trips,  a  whole  day  in  a  single  B.O.S.  section.  This  is 
the  way  to  learn  where  the  birds  are,  so  bring  your  Section 
#5  map  ana  make  notes  as  we  bird.  Co-leaders,  Alice  and  Bill 
McKale  (tel.  834-0784)  and  John  Morse  of  the  Iroquois  Wild¬ 
life  Refuge  (tel.  948-5445  days,  948-6086  nights.)  We  will 
car-pool  in  front  of  A.H.&A's,  University  Plaza,  Kenmore 
Avenue  at  Main  St,, leaving  at  7i00  a.m.  or  catch  the  group 
at  8:30  a„m0  at  the  Cayuga  Pool  overlook  on  N»Y.  Route  #77 
west  of  the  Village  of  Alabama,  Iroquois  National  Wildlife 
Refuge. 

Field  trip  to  American  Shore  of  Lake  Erie ... "Hawk  Watching 
and  Other  Things".  Co-leaders,  Bob  Andrle  (tel.  649-5893) 
and  Brad  Lown  (tel,  689-8373 a)  We  will  meet  in  the  Howard 
Johnson's  parking  lot  at  Routes  #5  and  #75*  Athol  Springs, 
at  7:00  a.m.  Or,  catch,  the  group  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the 
Bavarian  Chalet,  Old  Lake  Shore  Road,  about  one  mile  from 
N.Y.  Route  #5  beyond  the  Wanakah  Country  Club.  If  the 
hawks  are  flying,  we'll  spend  much  of  the  day  at  Allegany 
Road  in  the  Town  of  Hanover.  If  the  hawks  don't  cooperate, 
we'll  bird,  the  migration  pockets  on  the  Lake  shore. 
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Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following;  month  to  the  compiler,  Mr.  David  B.  Freeland,  60  Hay-market 
Square,  East  Amherst,  New  York  14051. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS'. 
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Bird  records  from  the  'Noteworthy  Records'  section  of  The  Prothonotary  and  the 
B.O.S,  bird  couts  requiring  written  verification  according  to  the  Date  Guide 
to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S,  1965  &  1976)  are 
included  in  this  index6 
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THE  MONTH 

The  German  philosopher,  Friedrich  Nietzsche,  described  winter  as  "a  bad 
guest  that  sits  with  me  at  home;  my  fingers  are  blue  with  his  friendly  handshake." 

The  observation  is  most  appropriate  in  describing  the  weather  on  the  Niagara  Frontier 

I  in  January  when  three  heavy  ’lake  effect*  snow  storms  battered  the  area.  For  the 
third  consecutive  month,  a  record  snowfall  (66.3  inches)  was  measured  at  the  Buffalo 
International  Airport.  The  last  storm,  ushered  in  by  a  deep  low  pressure  system 
accompanied  by  gale  force  southwesterly  winds  and  below  zero  (F)  temperatures  on  the 
28th  has  become  infamous  as  'The  Blizzard  of  *77*  with  its  resultant  loss  of  human 
life  and  millions  of  dollars  in  property  damage.  The  average  temperature  for  the 
month  was  13»8°(F),  9*9°  below  normal  for  the  period.  Below  normal  temperatures 
were  recorded  on  all  but  two  days  during  the  month.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded 
at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport." 

The  adverse  weather  conditions  had  their  effect  on  the  bird  life  of  the 
area.  Following  the  second  big  storm  on  January  17thp  several  reports  were  receiv¬ 
ed  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  of  gulls  dropping  into  yards  and  streets,  appar¬ 
ently  blinded  and  confused  by  the  wind  whipped  snow.  Other  birds  recovered  after 
the  blizzard  on  the  28th  include  a  Canvasback  Duck  itfhich  broke  a  wing  when  it  struck 
an  office  building  in  downtown  Buffalo  and  a  Red-necked  Grebe  near  Hamburg,  A  Great 
Blue  Heron,  recovered  half  frozen  in  a  tree  in  Hamburg  earlier  in  the  month,  subse¬ 
quently  died  of  its  injuries  in  the  Buffalo  Zoo.  The  heavy  snow  and  bitter  cold 
weather  drove  many  small  passerines  in  rural  and  suburban  areas  to  seek  most  of 
their  provender  from  bird  feeders.  Many  reports  of  Cooper's  Hawks  and  at  least  two 
wintering  Sharp-shinned  Hawks,  haunting  these  feeders  for  feathered  prey,  were  re¬ 
ceived. 

In  spite  of  the  vile  weather,  many  interesting  bird  records  were  received. 

A  party  of  birders  led  by  Robert  Andrle  celebrated  the  New  Year  with  a  trip  around 
the  Niagara  Loop  on  January  1st.  They  were  rewarded  with  sightings  of  an  immature 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  a  Purple  Sandpiper  and  a  Dunlin  in  the  upper  rapids  at 
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Niagara  Falls  and  115  robins  wintering  near  the  golf  course  at  Niagara  Glen.  The 
Dunlin  and  several  Purple  Sandpipers  were  seen  by  other  observers  at  the  Falls  later 
in  the  month.  On  the  l6th,  those  hardy  souls  who  braved  near  zero  temperatures  to 
participate  in  the  joint  B.OrS.  Audubon  Society  of  Western  Pennsylvania  field  trip 
on  the  Niagara  River  found  the  immature  male  Northern  Shoveler  still  attempting  to 
winter  at  the  Fort  Erie  marsh  and  a  female  Wood  Duck  at  the  Canada  Customs  dock  at 
Niagara-on- the-Lake .  On  this  date  also,  Alan  Reckhow  and  Robert  Sundell  ignored  the 
elements  and  went  birding  in  Chautauqua  County  where  they  spotted  a  wintering  Red¬ 
shouldered  Hawk  at  Stockton  and  a . .-Mockingbird  at  Fredonia  perched  on  a  chimney  for 
warmth  much  in  the  manner  of  starlings.  The  heavy  snow  and  bitter  cold  weather 
gave  Harold  Axtell  a  unique  opportunity  to  census  the  Cardinal  population  in  his 
neighborhood  on  Rose  Hill  Road  at  Fort  Erie.  On  January  14th,  he  counted  41  male 
and  29  female  Cardinals,  all  in  view  at  one  time,  at  the  feeders  he  maintains  on 
his  property  there.  The  severe  storm  in  the  last  week  of  January  so  isolated  the 
Tifft  Farm  Nature  Preserve  on  the  South  Buffalo  water  front  that  the  Society’s  win¬ 
ter  bird  population  study  could  not  be  conducted  to  its  conclusion.  Frior  to  that 
time,  however,  participants  saw  both  a  Coyote  and  a  Red  Fox  on  the  Preserve-  during 
their  Saturday  morning  observations.  What  a  remarkable  testimony  to  the  value  of 
wild  areas  even  in  the  heart  of  a  heavily  populated  urban  area! 

Other  interesting  records  for  the  month  include  a  Red-necked  Grebe  among 
the  ducks  concentrated  in  Dunkirk  Harbor,  which  is  an  oasis  of  open  water  in  ice 
bound  Lake  Erie  this  season.  The  Grebe  and  both  Glaucous  and  Iceland  Gulls  were  seen 
there  during  a  field  trip  on  January  23rd „ 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  1421? 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 
*  -  Indicates  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  ’Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario*  (B.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files 
of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 
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American  Wigeon 

If 

9 

65 

Niagara  River,  Ont, 

Axtell 

Northern  Shoveler 

II 

1 

1 

Ft,  Erie,  Ont, 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

8 

1 

Ft  0  Erie ,  Ont  6 

Axtell,  Happ 

II 

IF 

1 

N't,  Erie,  Ont, 

A  ndrle ,  Freeland., 
et  al. 

Wood  Duck 

II 

9 

1 

Olean  area 

Eaton 

tl 

14 

1 

Allegany  R,,Catt  8Co. 

Fornesses 

II 

16 

1 

Niagara-on-' the -Lake , 

Ont, 

Andrle,  Freeland, 
et  al. 

Redhead 

IV 

8 

70 

Grand  Island 

^re eland 

Ring- necked  Duck 

II 

16 

1 

Ft .  Erie ,  Ont , 

A ndrle, Fr e  eland, 
et  al. 

lesser  Scaup 

IV 

8 

11 

Grand  Island 

Freeland 

Common  Goldeneye 

II 

5 

1000 

Ft,  Niagara 

Klabundes 

II 

20,30 

45,26 

.Allegany  R,  ,Catt,Co, 

Fornesses 

Bufflehead 

II 

11-12 

1 

Scio  ' 

V,Fitzrick,M, 

Pitzrick 

White-winged  Scoter 

If 

9 

4 

Olcott-Pt  oBreeze 

Klabundes 

11 

16 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont » 

Andrle , Free land 
et  al. 

VI 

20 

3 

Ft •  Erie ,  Ont . 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

23 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Surf  Scoter 

II 

1 

1 

Niagara-on- the-Lake , 

Ont,  Andrle,  et  ; 

Hooded  Merganser 

II 

1 

2 

Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Andrle,  et  al0 

If 

4 

1 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

IV 

23 

1 

Dunkirk 

Andrle,  et  al. 

ti 

30 

6 

Allegany  R, , Catt , Co , 

Fornesses 

Common  Merganser 

II 

21 

1 

Scio 

V,  Fitzrick 

If 

30 

19 

Allegany  R,, Catt, Co, 

Fornesses 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

II 

12 

2 

Scio 

Mo  Fitzrick 

II 

30 

5 

Allegany  R,, Catt, Co, 

Fornesses 

Goshawk 

II 

7 

1 

Allegany  Co, 

V,  Pitzrick 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

If 

1-31 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

1-31 

1 

Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt, 

Axtell 

•  1 

4 

1 

Buffalo 

Freeland 

•  1 

8 

1 

Amity 

V,  Pitzrick 

II 

8 

1 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

10 

1 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

Cooper* s  Hawk 

IV 

1-31 

1-2 

Belmont 

Burtons 

If 

1-31 

1 

Rose  Hill  Rd,,0nt, 

Axtell 

tf 

2,28 

1,1 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

ff 

4 

1 

Scio 

Pitzricks 

22  - 


Volume  43,  No,  2  "Noteworthy  Records"  cont. 


Cooper* s  Hawk  (cont) January 

5 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

U 

13 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

fl 

14 

1  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

It 

16 

1  Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

It 

18,24 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

It 

22 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Andrle,  et  al. 

It 

23 

1  Lake  Erie,  S,P. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

•  1 

23 

1  Porter  Twp. 

Me Kales 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

II 

6 

1  Busti 

Elderkin 

It 

9 

1  Wilson  Twp0 

Me  Kales 

•  1 

16 

1  Stockton  Twp, 

Sundell , Reckhow 

II 

23 

1  Little  Vallejr 

Chappies 

Rough- legged  Hawk 

II 

9 

1  Clarence 

Rew,  Buck 

II 

9-31 

1  Amity 

Pitzricks 

II 

15,17 

1,1  Cuba 

Fornesses 

II 

15 

-  1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

II 

16 

1  Stockton  area 

Sundell , Reckhow 

II 

23,31 

1,1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

23 

1  Amherst 

Freeland 

II 

26 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Marsh  Hawk 

fl 

23 

1  Hartland  Twp, 

Me  Kales 

American  Coot 

It 

16 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundell , Reckhow 

Purple  Sandpiper 

II 

1 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

6,8 

4,3  Niagara  Falls 

Axtell,Happ 

II 

7 

2  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Rew 

Dunlin 

I? 

7 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Rew 

Glaucous  Gull 

If 

1,16 

6,3  Niagara  Falls,  Ont, 

Andrle,  et  al. 

It 

8 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew, Buck 

•1 

8 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

16 

1  Niagara-on- the-Lake , 

Andrle,  Freeland 

Ont, 

et  al. 

Iceland  Gull 

II 

1 

3  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Andrle,  et  al0 

II 

16 

3  Niagara  River,  Ont, 

Andrle,  Freeland 

et  al. 

•  1 

23 

3  Dunkirk 

Andrle,  et  al, , 

Lesser  Black-backed. 

Gull 

1 

1  (imm, )Niagara  Falls, 

Ont 9  Andrle,  et  al 

Bonaparte  *  s  Gull 

f 

9 

20  Lewiston 

Rew 

II 

16 

1  Queenston,  Ont, 

A ndrle , Fre eland , 

et  al. 

Little  Gull 

II 

1 

2  Queenston,  Ont, 

Andrle,  et  al. 

ft 

9 

1  Lewiston 

Me Kales 

II 

16 

1  Queenston,  0nt. 

Rebovich,  Andrle 

Freeland,  et  al 

Mourning  Dove 

II 

1-31 

28-45  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

II 

1-31 

35-36  Cuba 

Fornesses 

If 

11 

45  Scio 

V.  Pitzrick 

Snowy  Owl 

If 

1 

1  Ft,  Erie,  Ont, 

Andrle,  et  al. 

If 

8,9 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle,  et  al. 
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Barred  Owl  January 

10-27 

1  Cuba 

Fornesses 

Short-eared  Cwl 

tl 

6 

2  Clarence 

Freeland 

Belted  Kingfisher 

tl 

1-31 

1-2  Scic-Belmont 

Burtons 

It 

6 

1  Chippawa ,  Ont . 

Axtell 

•  1 

8 

1  Grand  Island 

Freeland 

II 

10-11 

1  Scio 

V.Pitzrick, 

M.Fitzrick 

II 

24 

1  Cuba 

Fornesses 

Common  Flicker 

ti 

6 

1  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

II 

8 

1  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Somme rville 

II 

8 

2  Canadaway  Creek  N.S, 

Rew,  Buck 

II 

8 

1  Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

Freeland 

II 

8 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Axtell, Ha pp 

•  1 

15 

1  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

II 

16 

1  Pendleton 

Tic  Kales 

It 

18,22 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

23 

1  Newstead 

Kc Kales 

ReP-bellied  Woodpecker 

II 

9 

1  Ft •  Niagara 

Me Kales 

II 

15 

1  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

II 

30 

1  Rossburg 

Pitzricks, 

E.  Fitzrick 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

It 

5 

2  4-Mi.  Creek  S.P. 

Klabundes 

It 

9 

1  Ft .  Niagara 

Me Kales 

Horned  Lark 

It 

9 

f 

2  Amity 

V.  Fitzrick 

Horned  Lark 

It 

16,1 ? 

13,24  Canboro,  Ont. 

Sommerville 

(E.a.  alpestris) 

It 

23 

2  Yates 

Me Kales 

It 

26 

6  Wilson 

Klabunde  s 

(E.a.  praticola) 

II 

9 

50  Lewiston- Pt .Breeze 

Klabundes 

II 

23 

52  Yates 

Me Kales 

II 

23 

10  Somerset 

Me Kales 

It 

26 

18  Cambria 

Klabunde  s 

II 

26 

11  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

It 

26 

12  Wilson 

Klabundes 

Tufted  Titmouse 

It 

1-31 

2-3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

i> 

1-31 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

II 

9 

1  Busti 

Elderkin 

It 

9 

1  Ft.  Niagara 

Me Kales 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

II 

1-31 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

1-31 

1  Snyder 

DeKleine 

It 

1-31 

2  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

"  2 

.4,5,24 

1,1, 1,1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

5 

3  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

It 

9 

3  Youngstown 

Rew,  Buck 

m 

9 

1  Fluvanna 

Sundell 

It 

9 

2  Youngstown 

Me  Kales 

Carolina  Wren 

It 

1-31 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

It 

1-31 

1  Orchard  Park 

Saville 
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Carolina  Wren  (cont, ) January  1-30 

2-3  Spring  Brook 

"  8 

1  Canadaway  Creek  N.S. 

Mockingbird 

5*, 9, 15, 23, 26 

3, 2, 2, 1,1  Youngstown 

"  8 

1  Burge son  Sanctuary 

"  8 

1  ^t,  Erie,  Ont, 

"  9 

1  Lewiston 

"  9 

1  Wilson 

"  16 

1  near  Dunkirk 

"  16 

1  Queenston,Ont . 

"  18 

1  Lewiston 

"  24-31 

1  Belmont 

Brown  Thrasher 

"  1-10 

1  Cuba 

American  Robin 

"  1-31 

1-3  Lewiston 

"  1 

115  Niagara  Parkway, Onto 

"  4 

1  Lakewood 

"  16 

4  Niagara  River, Ont. 

"  18 

15  Lewiston 

"  22-23 

1  East  Amherst 

"  23 

1  Niagara  Twp. 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

"  1-15 

3  Spring  Brook 

3,6,9 

,13,15,23,24 

3,1,4, 3,2,1  Alfred  area 

"  9 

1  Alfred  area 

Cedar  Waxwing 

"  2 

7  East  Amherst 

"  5,28-31 

40-45 , 15-19  Spring  Brook 

"  Q 

/ 

25  Evangola  S.P. 

10-15,29-31 

125(max. ) ,15(max, )  Lewiston 

"  19 

?0  Frewsburg 

"  23 

28  Lake  Erie  S.P. 

Northern  Shrike 

"  1-31 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

"  5 

1  4-Mi. Creek  S.P. 

"  8 

1  Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

"  9 

1  Ft. Erie, Ont, (Black  Cr 

"  9 

2  Lockport 

"  9 

1  Youngstown 

"  9 

1  Amherst 

"  15,23 

1,1  Ransomville 

"  15 

1  Youngstown 

"  23 

1  Model  City 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

"  1 

1  Alden 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

"  24 

1  Ft . Erie ,  Ont • 

Rusty  Blackbird 

"  14-31 

2  Belmont 

Common  Grackle 

"  1-31 

8-1  Eggertsville 

"  21-22 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt, 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

"  1-23 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd,,0nt. 

"  1-31 

1-20  Eggertsville 

Danner 
Rew,  Buck 
Klabundes 

Sundell , Frederick- 
son,  Cooney 
Sommerville 
Me Kales 
McKales 

Sund  e 11 , Re  c khow 
Andrle , Freeland , 
et  al . 

Klabundes 
Burtons 
Fornesses 
Klabunde  s 
Andrle,  et  al. 
Elderkin 
Andrle , Freeland, 
e t  al . 

Klabundes 

Freeland 

McKales 

Danner 

Brooks 

Klingensmith 

Freeland 

Danner 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Klabundes 

Elderkin 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Axtell 

Klabundes 

Freeland 

)  Sommerville 

Rew , Buc  k 

Rew, Buck 

McKales 

Klabundes 

Klabundes 

McKales 

Wolf ling 

Sommerville 

Burtons 

McKales 

Axtell 

Axtell 

McKales 
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Brown-headed  Cowbird(cont) January 

7,17 

1  Jamestown 

Sundell 

11,13,19 

,23,30 

6  Snyder 

DeKleine 

If 

15 

13  Williamsville 

Mitchell 

ff 

24 

7  Ft,  Erie,Ont0 

Sommerville 

Cardinal 

II 

14 

70(max.)Rose  Hill  Rd«, 

Ont.  Axtell 

Evening;  Grosbeak 

If 

1-31 

20-40  Belmont 

Burtons 

ff 

2-31 

8-45(109  banded )Alf red 

area 

Brooks 

ff 

4,1? 

40,4  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

If 

•-  15 

55  Olean 

Fornesses 

It 

‘  i8 

2  Lewiston 

Kiabunde s 

ff 

20 

1  Cuba 

^ornesses 

ft 

23 

3  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

ff 

24 

38  Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

If  t 

26 

66  Scio 

V.Pitzrick 

Purple  Finch 

ft 

1-31 

I8(max.)  Belmont 

Burtons 

ff 

1 

1  Jamestown 

Sundell 

It 

11-12 

1  Lewiston 

Kiabunde s 

it 

15 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

27-31 

1  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

House  Finch 

II 

1-31 

10-33  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

ft 

1-31 

17  Olean 

Fornesses 

ft 

20 

6  Cheektowaga 

Freeland 

It 

20 

2  Williamsville 

Freeland 

Common  Redpoll 

It 

20 

1  Williamsville 

Freeland 

Pine  Siskin 

ft 

9 

2  Youngstown 

Rew,Buck 

.American  Goldfinch 

If 

1-31 

8-21  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

If 

1-31 

6-25  Eggertsville 

Hulls 

ft 

1-31 

20-30  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

1-31 

23 (max.)  Lewiston 

Kiabunde s 

If 

20 

23  Williamsville 

Freeland 

Tree  Sparrow 

If 

1-31 

63  Cuba 

fornesses 

If 

1-31 

56(max.)  Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

It 

9 

150  Lewiston- Pt .Breeze 

Kiabunde s 

ff 

23 

50  Youngstown- 

- 

Ransomville 

Kiabunde s 

Field  Sparrow 

It 

1-21 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

V 

ff 

4 

5  Scio 

V.  Pitzrick 

White-crowned  Sparrox^ 

ff 

1-31 

2-3  Belmont 

Burtons 

White-throated  Sparrow 

ff 

1-31 

4  Belmont 

Burtons 

It 

1-31 

3  Eggertsville 

McKales 

m 

1-31 

17-9  Rose  Hill  Rd.f0nt. 

Axtell 

It 

1-31 

2-3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

n 

1-31 

2  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

If 

7-28 

2  Eggertsville 

Hulls 

fl 

8 

3  Tifft  Farm 

Andrle,et  al 

It 

8 

6  Grand  Island 

Freeland 

ft 

9 

1  Somerset 

Kiabunde s 
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c  ont . 


Song  Sparrow 


Lapland  Long spur 
Snow  Bunting 


ary 

15 

3  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

ti 

23 

1  Canadaway  Creek  N.S. 

Andrle ,  et  al. 

m 

26 

1  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

it 

1-31 

2  Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

1-31 

2  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

ti 

1-31 

2-4  Rose  Hill  Rd,,Ont. 

Axtell 

m 

1-31 

2-3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

10-15 

,20-23 

1  Eggertsville 

Hulls 

tt 

n-12 

1  Scio 

M.  Fitzrick 

ti 

15 

1  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

tt 

16 

2  Queens ton,  Ont. 

A  ndrle , Freeland 
et  al , 

tt 

26 

2  Scio 

V.  Fitzrick 

u 

16 

4  Pomfret  Twp, 

Sund  e 11 , Re  c khow 

tt 

23 

30  Yates 

Me Kales 

tt 

26 

3  Cambria 

Klabundes 

it 

16 

2  Pomfret  Twp. 

Sund ell , Re c khow 

it 

16 

75  Canboro,Ont. 

Sommerville 

tt 

19 

100  Short  Tract 

M.  Fitzrick 

tt 

19 

25  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

tt 

23,26 

200,158  Wilson 

Klabunde  s 

tt 

23 

5  Yates 

Me Kales 

tt 

26 

42  Cambria 

Klabundes 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  month 
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Other  species  reported;  Mallard,  Black  Duck,  Canvasback,  Greater  Scaup,  Oldsquaw, 
Red-t.Hawk,  American  Kestrel,  Ruffed  Grouse,  Ring-necked  Pheasant,  Turkey,  Great 
Black-backed  Gull,  Herring  Gull,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Rock  Dove,  Screech  Owl, Great 
Horned  Owl,  Fileated  Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Blue  Jay, 

Common  Crow,  Black-capped  Chickadee,  White-breasted  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper, 

Starling,  House  Sparrow,  Dark-eyed  Junco. 

HERONRY  STUDY 

-  -  Compiled  by  Frances  II.  Rew 

A  study  of  the  heronries  in  our  area  was  begun  in  1975  (See  Prothonotary, 
Vole  42:2)  and  continued  into  1976  as  a  project  of  the  Research  Committee.  Our  pur¬ 
pose  is  to  document  as  many  heronries  as  possible  in  our  study  area  and  to  cooperate 
with  the  Colonial  Bird  Nesting  Project  of  the  Laboratory  of  Ornithology  at  Cornell 
University.  All  reports  have  been  forwarded  to  Cornell  on  the  required  forms  and  are 
summarized  below  for  the  information  of  our  members.  Once  the  date  is  incorporated 
into  the  records  at  Cornell,  a  retrieval  fee  is  charged  to  everyone,  including 
cooperators,  requesting  information  from  the  data  bank. 

GREAT  BLUE  HERON  COLONIES 


Allegany  County;  Reports  were  received  from  Mrs,  Elizabeth  E.  Brooks  for 
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two  colonies;  (1)  Bully  Hill  Heronry  -  located  in  a  New  York  State  Reforestation 
Area  (deciduous  trees)  near  Town  of  Bishopville.  Mrs,  Brooks  reported  that  on j 
Fay  11,  1976  there  were  at  least  four  adults  present  and  two  or  three  nests,  all 
in  a  dead  elm.  Two  nestings  successfully  produced  several  young, 

(2)  Wadsworth  Hill  Heronry  -  near  Town  of  Phillips  Creek,  also  in  a 
State  Reforestation  Area  of  mixed  trees.  On  March  27,  1976  there  were  21  adults 
present  in  the  pre-nesting  stage.  The  colony  was  visited  again  on  June  11,1976. 

All  nests  X\rere  abandoned.  A  trailer  had  been  moved  into  adjacent  land  and  local 
residents  reported  that  all  birds  left  their  nests  within  48  hours  of  the  arrival 
of  the  trailer. 

Cattaraugus  County:  (1)  Clayton  Knox  reported  that  the  heronry  three  miles 
from  Fachias,  New  York  where  he  had  found  20  active  nests  in  1966  and  7  active  nests 
in  1973  was  apparently  abandoned,  cause  unknown.  The  nests  x^rere  located  in  a  wood¬ 
land  area  one  mile  distant  from  the  nearest  house  where  there  was  no  press  of  civi¬ 
lization. 

I  **  •  ,  ; 

(2)  Airport  Colony  near  Ischua.  Report  received  from  John  and  Mary  ■Borne ss 
who  visited  the  heronry  on  June  5i  1976  and  found  36  active  nests.  The  colony  is  lo¬ 
cated  in  an  undeveloped  woodland  close  to  a  small  airport  but  on  a  lower  level.  The 
runway  is  approximately  250  yards  from  the  first  nest.  The  Fornesses  have  been  told 
of  another  heronry  in  Cattaraugus'  County  and  xjill  attempt  to  obtain  permission  to 
visit  it  next  year, 

Chautauqua  County:  (1)  Farrington  Hollow  Colony  near  Cherry  Creek,  New 
York.  Visited  on  April  10,  1976  and  June  27,  1976  by  Frances  Rew  and  Lois  Buck, 

In  April  the  birds  were  in  various  stages  of  activity,  some  building,  others  egg 
laying  and  incubating.  Seventy-four  nests  X\rere  counted  at  that  time.  At  the  later 
date  there  were  94  active  nests,  most  with  feathered  young  about  ready  for  flight. 
There  were  also  a  number  of  young  out  of  the  nests  but  still  dependent  on  the  adults 
for  food.  This  colony  has  been  highly  successful  through  the  years,  the  number  of 
nests  increasing  from  44  in  1962  when  first  records  were  kept  to  the  present  94. 

(2)  Clymer  Colony.  Charles  Mowatt  who  covered  this  colony  in  1975  was 
unable  to  do  so  this  year  but  reported  that  the  heronry  was  visited  in  the  spring 
by  Terry  Daily  who  believed  there  were  about  the  same  number  of  active  nests  as  last 
year  -  42, 


Erie  County:  Eden  Quadrangle  -  near  Hamburg,  New  York,  Farcya  Foster 
visited  this  heronry  on  June  5>  1976  when  there  were  5  herons  present.  Several  sub¬ 
sequent  visits  disclosed  that  the  birds  did  not  nest  although  two  nests  were  started 
in  addition  to  the  three  found  in  1975*  The  two  most  substantial  nests  were  weaken¬ 
ed  by  the  March  ice  storm  and  during  late  Fay  or  early  June  fell  from  the  trees. 
Possibly  this  led  to  the  unsuccessful  breading  season. 
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Orleans  County;  Seneca  Pool  Colony  -  on  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife 
Refuge,  John  Norse  visited  the  colony  on  June'13»  1976  and,  assisted  by  Bill  and 
Vary  Rebovich,  counted  201  active  nests  containing  feathered  young.  He  estimates 
that  490  young  were  produced ,  The  number  of  nests  in  this  colony  has  increased 
from  62  in  1972  to  280  in  1975  and  then  dropped  to  201  in  1976.  This  is  apparently 
the  largest  colony  we  have  in  our  study  area. 

Province  of  Ontario,  Canada;  Chambers  Corners  Colony;  -  On  Nay  8,  1976 
Pr.  Robert  F.  Andrle  visited  this  colony  and  found  9  active  nests.  He  states  that 
there  were  10  birds  present  and  11  nests  counted  but  that  two  of  the  nests  were 
very  flimsy  and  either  not  in  use  or  not  yet  completed.  At  this  time  the  birds  were 
at  the  egg  lairing  and  incubating  stage.  No  subsequent  visit  was  made  to  ascertain 
the  success  of  the  colony. 

BLACK-CROWNED  NIGHT  HERON  COLONY 

Province  of  Ontario,  Canada 0  Rapids  Colony,  Niagara  Falls.  -  On  April  30, 
1976  Frances  Rew  and  Pauline  Schwartz  counted  92  birds  and  43  active  nests  on  two 
small  islands  in  the  rapids  above  the  Falls 8  Some  of  the  birds  were  building  nests, 
others  apparently  egg  laying  or  incubating.  The  area  was  not  visited  again,  and, 
therefore,  no  estimate  can  be  made  of  the  success  of  the  colony.  However,  immature 
birds  were  reported  at  this  location  in  the  fall  of  the  year. 

The  Research  Committee  plans  to  continue  this  project  at  least  through 
1977 .  We  are  sure  there  are  many  more  heronries  in  our  study  area  than  those  listed 
above.  If  you  know  of  any  heronries  and  would  like  to  help  with  this  project,  please 
communicate  with  the  "writer  and  you  will  be  provided  with  instruction  sheets  and  re¬ 
port  forms.  If  you  cannot  undertake  the  field  work  but  know  of  a  heronry,  please 
send  explicit  directions  as  to  its  location  and  we  will  attempt  to  find  a  member  who 
can  report  on  it, 

129  Arbour  Lane,  Buffalo,  New  York  14220 
ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 
The  January  Waterfowl  Count 

compiled  by  Alan  Reckhoitf 

Following  is  the  result  of  the  Twenty  Third  Annual  Waterfowl  Count  for 
Region  $1  of  the  Federation  of  New  York  Bird  Clubs.  The  Federation’s  Journal, 

The  Kingbird,  will  publish  the  statewide  count  at  a  later  date. 

Dates  included  January  8  -  January  16,  with  January  9  the  target  date. 
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January  Waterfowl  Count,  cont. 


SPECIE S  NUMBER 

TERRITORY 

REMARKS 

Horned  Grebe 

1 

(I) 

Very  low 

Pied  Billed  Grebe 

3 

(1  &  j) 

Average 

Canada  Goose 

25 

(D) 

Low  agerage 

Mallard 

2769 

Very  high 

Black  Duck 

4582 

3rd  lowest 

Gad wall 

54 

(F) 

2nd  highest 

Pintail 

13 

(F) 

Average 

American  Wigeon 

65 

(F) 

Average 

Shoveler 

1 

(F) 

1st  time  seen  on  count 

Wood  Duck 

1 

(K) 

Average 

Redhead 

173 

Average 

Ringed-necked  Duck 

4 

(B) 

Tied  with  highest 

Canvasback 

2216 

Very  low 

Lesser  Scaup 

11 

(G) 

Average 

Greater  Scaup 

393 

Very  low 

Unspecified  Scaups 

964 

Lowest  ever 

Common  Goldeneye 

4554 

Average 

Bufflehead 

254 

Low  average 

Old  Squaw 

5^7 

(D) 

Very  low 

Wh » -winged  Scoter 

4 

(A) 

2nd  lowest 

Hooded  Merganser 

3 

(F  &  K) 

Tied  with  1  oldest 

Common  Merganser 

3295 

Very  low 

Red-br.  Merganser 

35 

Very  low 

Coot 

12 

(F  &  I) 

Average 

Total 

15237 

2nd  lowest 

Total  Species 

21 

3rd  lowest 

Maximum  Total 

46200 

seen  in  i960 

Maximum  Species 

39 

seen  in  i960 

Comment:  Most  of  the  inland 

swamps ,  ‘ 

Lakes,  ponds  and 

streams  were  frozen  over, 

as  well  as  all  of  Lake  Erie. 

Dunkirk 

Harbor,  of  course,  was  open.  Some  of  the 

Niagara  River  was  frozen  and 

the  mist 

rising  from  the 

water  into  the  extremely 

cold  air,  at  times,  made  it  impossible  to  see  ducks  far  away  from  shore.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  Wendlings  found  1120  Mallards  croi^ded  together  on 
a  small  amount  of  open  water  in  the  Williamsville  area ,  Also  note  that  Harold 
Axtell  saw  the  only  shoveler  ever  seen  on  any  of  the  counts. 

The  following  people  took  part  in  the  count: 

TERRITORY 

A  -  Lake  Ontario  -  Olcott  to  Pt.  Breeze  -  Harriet  and  Walter  Klabunde 
B  -  Lake  Ontario  -  Ft.  Niagara  to  Olcott  -  Marion  and  Lincoln  Crone 
C  -  Fto  Niagara  to  Gorge  at  the  Falls  -  Robert  Wagner 
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The  January  Waterfowl  Count,  cont. 

TERRITORY. 

D  -  Niagara-on- the-Lake  to  Gorge  at  the  Falls  -  Alan  Reckhow 
E  -  Buffal  Harbor  to  Goat  Island  -  Harold  Mitchell,  Brian  Lewandowshki, 

J .  Kwiatkowski 

F  -  Ft.  Erie  to  Canadian  Falls  -  Harold  Axtell 
G  -  Grand.  Island  -  David  Freeland 

H  -  Buffalo  S.  Harbor  to  Silver  Cre  k  -  Patricia  and  Robert  Andrle 

I  -  Silver  Creek  to  Penn  Line  -  Frances  Rew,  Lois  Buck 

J  -  Jamestown  Area  -  Robert  Sundell 

K  -  Olean  -  Salamanca  Area  -  Stephen  Eaton 

L  -  Allegany  County  Area  -  Lou  Burton 

H  -  Batavia  Area  -  Gail  Seamans 

N  -  Oak  Orchard  1  Tonawanda  G,M,Ae  -  John  Morse 

0  -  Iroquois  Nat,  Wildlife  Refuge  -  John  Morse 

P  -  Williamsville  Area  -  Marie  and  Margaret  Wendling 

Q  -  Delaware  Park,  Forest  Lawn  &  Zoo  -  Cynthia  Millard 

I  wish  to  thank  all  those  who  took  part  in  this  count. 

1570  Colvin  Blvd . ,  Nenmore ,  New  York 

14223 

Niagara  L  op  Trip 

JANUARY  16  -  Near  -zero  temperatures  and  biting  breezes  greeted  an  enthu¬ 
siastic  throng  of  40  for  a  Niagara  River  trip  seeking  winter  specialties.  Half 
of  the  group  were  members  of  the  Audubon  Society  of  Western  Pennsylvania r  joining 
BsO.S#  for  the  second  half  of  a  weekend  outing  that  began  Saturday  at  Presque  Isle, 
Erie,  Pennsylvania,  for  the  Pittsburghers,  The  best  comment  t  be  made  for  the 
weather  might  ber  "At  least  it  was  sunny t"  The  absence  of  Thayer* s  Gulls  dis¬ 
appointed  some,  but  spirits  improved  with  identifi  ati  n  of  a  Glaucous  Gull  and 
several  Iceland  Gulls,  including  two  f  the  Kumlien*s  race,  A  drake  Northern 
Shoveler  remained  at  the  Fort  Erie  marsh,  and  a  female  Wood  Duck  surprised  at 
Niagara-on- the-Lake 0  A  few  spotted  a  lone  Little  Gull  off  Queenston,  four  thor¬ 
oughly-chilled  American  Robins  and  a  Mockingbird  brightened,  wintry  dispositions, 
and  many  close  views  of  sea  ducks  helped  bring  the  day's  list  to  38  species. 

Bob  Andrle  &  Dave  Freeland 
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NOTES 


The  Spring;  1976  Hawk  Watch  at  the  Beamer  Conservation  .Area 

Following  is  a  reprint  of  the  summary  of  haxtfk  and  other  raptor  observa¬ 
tions  at  the  Beamer  Foint  Conservation  Area  in  Grimsby,  Ontario  conducted  by  the 
Hamilton  (Ont.)  Naturalists  Club  and  affiliated  groups  in  southern  Ontario  between 
March  and  May,  1976.  The  summary  was  prepared  by  David  Copeland  of  the  HNC  who  is 
regional  coordinator  for  the  Hawk  Migration  Association  of  North  America  and  is  re¬ 
printed  with  his  kind  permission.  As  the  B.O.S.  is  participating  in  the  current 
census  of  migrating  hawks  over  this  remarkable  part  of  the  Niagara  Escarpment  just 
north  of  our  study  area  boundary,  this  summary  of  last  year’s  spring  flight  should 
serve  to  increase  the  interest  of  area  birders  in  visiting  the  lookout  before  the 
Spring  1977  passage  has  ended. 


The  last  week  in  March  continues  to  be  an  ideal  time  to  observe  large 
flights  of  Red— tails  and  Red-shouldered s  and  the  mid-term  school  break  affords 
both  teachers  and  students  the  opportunity  to  see  such  a  flight.  South-east  winds 
during  this  week  usually  result  in  a  major  buteo  flight  south-west  winds  are  also 
favorable.  Red- shouldered  sightings  continued  to  impress  with  an  even  400  being 
reported  till  the  end  of  March,  The  Red-shouldered  continues  to  shoxtf  a  preference 
for  the  escarpment  area  as  a  flight  path  for  migration  and  past  Q0E0  flights  have 
revealed  a  very  low  proportion  o^  Red-shouldered s  and  Roughies  compared  to  Red  tails. 

Not  quite  double  the  number  of  hawks  x-rere  seen  in  March,  1976  vis-a-vis 
1975*  This  is  no  doubt  due  to  increased  coverage  and  more  normal  temperatures  for 
the  period. 


.Although  the  accipter  flight  got  off  to  a  good  start  in  late  March  it 
soon  faltered  during  the  early  part  of  April,  In  fact,  cold  winds  during  this 
period  seem  to  have  halted  the  entire  spring  migration.  Despite  this,  clear  skies 
on  the  6th  of  April  resulted  in  a  good  Turkey  Vulture  flight  with  50  being  reported. 
The  bulk  of  this  flight  was  reported  by  Jack  C,  Laughton  (fide  N  rth)  as  recorded 
in  The  Wood  Duck. 

On  April  15th,  the  north  winds  had  eased  and  the  hawk  flight  once  again 
began  to  pick  up  a  little  momentum.  During  the  next  four  days  and  including  the 
15th  over  3500  Sharp-shinned  Hawks  were  recorded.  And  so,  accipiter  hawks,  so 
seldom  seen  during  non— migratory  periods,  take  pride  of  place  as  the  number  one 
group,  surpassing  the  buteos,  during  this  migration  at  least. 

Although  Sharpies  were  up  dramatically  over  1975 >  Cooper* s  haxhcs  report¬ 
ed,  showed  no  corresponding  increase.  The  resultant  ratio  appears  to  be  100  si 
Sharpies  t  Cooper’s.  This  is  more  in  keeping  with  what  the  Hamilton  bird  records 
committee  had  supposed.. 
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Spring  1976  Hawk  Natch  at  Beamer  Conservation  Area,  cont. 

The  Broad-winced  Hawk  continues  to  be  the  most  elusive  or  inconsistent 
migrant  at  Grimsby  as  elsewhere  in  eastern  North  America,  This  statement  is  made 
in  light  of  the  fact  that  large  numbers  of  this  buteo  are  known  to  go  over  but  are 
frequently  missed  by  the  observers. 

Ospreys  were  about  the  same  as  the  previous  year  for  the  period  with 
Harsh  Hawk  sightings  about  doubling  over  1975*  Falcons  continue  to  be  scarce 
although  all  three  species  were  sighted,  A  berlin  at  Vinemount,  just  east  of 
Grimsby,  was  migrating  east  on  Way  23rd,  (A  beautiful  adult  bird?)  On  April  29th 
at  10:00  a.m,  a  Peregrine  wandered  in  over  the  peak  to  be  challenged  first  by  a 
buteo  and  then  rather  aggressively  by  a  Sharp-shinned,  The  falcon  countered  both 
birds  with  a  mock  stoop  which  sent  the  curiosity  seekers  quickly  on  their  way, 

April  17th  turned  out  to  be  1 eagle  day*  at  Grimsby  itfith  three  evenly 
spaced  birds  being  spotted.  During  the  early  morning  hours  John  (Humming  and  a 
friend  sighted  an  immature  Golden,  while  four  of  us  at  the  parking  lot  observed 
two  immature  Balds,  one  at  noon  and  the  other  about  two  o’clock.  These  latter 
two  spent  little  time  going  through.  With  recent  nesting  success  in  Michigan  and 
South-western  Ontario,  eagle  sightings  may  increase  in  our  area0  On  the  morning 
of  April  6th  an  immature  Golden  Eagle  passed  by  the  peak  close  on  the  trail  of 
three  vultures;  the  sty  was  clear. 

Unidentified  Hawks  are  way  up.  This  seems  to  be  the  pattern  as  hawk 
watches  become  more  organized,  "any  of  the  March  birds  are  thought  to  be  Red-tails 
away  from  the  escarpment, 

As  usual,  there  is  at  least  one  bird  that  deserves  mention  although  it 
was  seen  away  from  Grimsby,  This  was  the  immature  Golden  Eagle  spotted  by  Bill 
Smith  near  Bronte  Creek  on  March  7th 0  Several  members  of  the  rare  bird  alert 
had  the  opportunity/  to  view  the  bird  due  to  Smith’s  quick  reporting,  Jim  Matson 3 
who  works  nearby,  had  reported  a  large  "dark  hawk"  in  the  area  since  mid-February, 
To  my/  knowledge  this  bird  was  last  observed  by  Ba^ry  -Tones  and  Rob  Copeland  on 
March  12th, 


Finally,  this  spring  was  probably  the  worst  in  a  while  for  weekend  hawk 
watchers.  Not  until  April  16th,  did  a  significant  weekend  flight  occur,  .At  least 
two  out— of — town  clubs  had  disappointing  trips 0  Our  own  club  hawk  outing  was  totally 
rained  out! 


Dave  Copeland,  28  Sandalwood  Avenue,  Hamilton,  Ontario 


-  33  - 


Volume  43 ,  No*  2 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  indicated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesday  of  each  month,  September  to  June  inclusive,  in  the  Society’s  club  room 
at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00  p,m0 


May  10th:  'Birds  of  Southwest  Texas',  a  slide  presentation  by  Mr,  Will 

Regan  of  Ecology  and  Environment , Inc ,  Mr*  Regan  will  tell 
us  of  his  observations  of  bird  life  on  the  Welder  Wildlife 
Foundation  preserve  at  Sinton,  Texas  and  a  one  hundred  mile 
radius  therefrom. 

May  24th:  To  be  ann  unced , 

PROGRAM  -  COUNTS 

May  15th:  Spring  Count.  Compilers,  Bob  £•  Eileen  Hull  (tel.  833*“858l), 

This  important  annual  census  will  be  conducted  on  one  day 
only  this  year.  Call  Bob  or  Eileen  to  obtain  further  in¬ 
formation  or  to  volunteer  to  cover  one  of  the  B.O.S.  Sections, 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Way  6-8:  Weekend  field  trip  to  Point  Pelee  National  Park,  Ontario,., 

"The  Big  One,"  Co-leaders,  Jim  Gregory  (tel. 652-1454)  and 
Tom  Hager  ( telc839~9757) •  No  later  than  Wednesday,  April 
27,  call  Jim  or  Tom  to  reserve  your  place  on  this  big  week¬ 
end  birdmg  spectacular.  Indicate  whether  you  can  car-pool 
with  others  or  can  accept  carpool  riders.  Full  particulars 
on  meeting  times,  etc.  will  be  sent  to  all  participants  after 
April  27 0  Also,  participants  should  make  advance  overnight 
reservations  in  Leamington,  Ontario,  area.  Camping  is  avail¬ 
able  at  34,50  per  night  At  Sturgeon  Woods  Camp,  RRI,  Leamington, 
about  three  miles  south  of  the  village  off  the  Point  Pelee  road. 

Four  nearby  motels  are  listed  below: 

1,  Rymal's  (AAA- "good")  „  •  .tel.  (519)326-6511 

2,  Wiggle's  Colonial  (AAA' "very  good"),  •  ,  ,  tel.  (519)326-3265 

3.  Sun  Parlor  (AAA-not  listed)  0  •  .  ,  .  «  ,  .tel.  (519)326-2214 

4.  Mannery’s  (AAA-not  listed)  tel.  (519)326-4436 

Departure  from  Buffalo  area  will  be  Friday  evening  for  250-mile 
drive  to  Point  Pelee.  Departure  from  Point  Pelee  will  be 
Sunday • 
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Hay  29th:  Field  trip  to  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie.. 0 "The  Best 

Canada  Has  to  Offer."  Co-leaders,  Harold  I.itchell 
(tel. 633-8612)  and  Marcy  Foster  (tel.  648-5454  nights.) 
He  will  meet  at  the  Vermont  &  Busti  entrance  to  the 
Peace  Bridge  at  7i 00  a.m.,  or  the  main  parking  lot 
at  Fort  Erie  (the  fort)  at  7:15o  Late-comers  can 
catch  the  group  at  Harold  Axtell’s  home  on  Rose  Hill 
Road,  Fort  Erie,  at  8:00. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH 
day  of  the  following  month  to  the  compiler,  Nr.  David  B0  Freeland, 

60  Haymarket  Square,  East  mherst,  New  York  14051. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Notify  the  Treasurer:  Trs.  Doris  O’lialley 

760  Main  Street 

Niagara  Falls,  New  York  14301 
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This  issue  of  The  Prothonotary  x^ras  printed  with  the  cooperation  of 
the  Department  of  Biology  of  the  State  University  College  at  Buffalo, 


-  35  - 


i'a  o  /j-j  o  j'j  o  h  y 


PUBLISHED  MONTHLY 
THE 

BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY,  INC. 
BUFFALO, NEW  YORK 


mL_b£kT  R.  MANN 

_ I  IRPflffV _ 

ITHACA,  N.  Y. 


VOLUME  43 


MARCH  1977  MAY  1  3  1977  NUMBER  3 

THE  MONTH 


The  temperatures  and  precipitation  in  February  were  seasonal,  offering 
blessed  respite  from  the  abnormally  cold  and  snowy  weather  that  had  plagued  the 
Niagara  Frontier  since  late  November.  After  a  brief  spell  of  cold  weather,  a 
gradual  warming  trend  brought  the  first  thaw  of  the  winter  and  a  high  temperature 
of  57° (F)  was  recorded  on  the  27th.  By  month’s  end,  the  early  spring  migrants 
were  everywhere  in  evidence.  The  average  temperature  for  the  period  was  24.6°(F), 
a  departure  of  only  0.2°  from  the  norm.  Precipitation  measured  1.59  inches,  0.96 
inches  below  average  and  22.7  inches  of  snow  were  recorded.  (Meteorological  data 
as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

On  February  9th  the  temperature  went  above  the  freezing  mark  for  the 
first  time  in  45  days.  By  the  24th,  the  first  flock  of  Canada  Geese,  18  birds,  was 
reported  by  John  Morse  from  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  During  the 
suro’e  of  warm  gulf  air  which  flooded  the  area  on  the  26th  and  during  the  early 
hours  of  the  27th,  flocks  of  Canada  Geese  were  reported  from  literally  every  corner 
of  the  study  area.  Among  500  birds  of  this  species  seen  on  the  Iroquois  refuge  on 
the  27th  were  four  blue  phase  Snow  Geese  at  Cayuga  Pool.  A  Whistling  Swan  reported 
by  Vivian  Pitzrick  from  the  Genesee  River  at  Scio  in  Allegany  County  on  February 
5th  apparently  was  a  wintering  bird  as  no  flocks  of  this  species  were  reported  among 
the  influx  of  waterfowl  by  month's  end.  By  mid-month,  small  flocks  of  Red-winged 
Blackbirds  and  other  icterid.s  made  their  appearance  in  the  Southern  Tier. 

Of  interest  is  the  unusually  large  number  of  Red-necked  Grebes  reported 
on  Lake  Erie  and  the  Niagara  River  in  February.  They  coincide  with  a  large  flight 
of  this  species  reported  from  the  Atlantic  Coast  of  eastern  North  America  during 
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this  month.  A  very  early  Turkey  Vulture  was  reported  from  the  town  of  Gerry  in 
Chautauqua  County  on  February  27th  but  no  verifying  write-up  of  the  bird  had  been 
received  as  of  this  writing. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Tllegeny  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  14217 
NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
A  d  j  a  c  e n t  On  t  a r i o  *  (B.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  file 
of  the  buffalo  Ornithological  Society, 


F 


-  Indicates  record  for  the  year 

-  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 


L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

( "0  ~  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 


* 


❖Common  Loon  1 

Red-throated  Loon 
Red-necked  Grebe 


Horned  Grebe 
Pied-billed  Grebe 
Great  Blue  Heron 
Whistling  Swan 
Canada  Goose 


Druary 

21 

1  Tn.  Tona wanda 

Freeland 

II 

26 

1  Olcott 

Freeland,  et  al. 

II 

3 

1  (grounded)  Ischua 

M.  Forness 

II 

7 

1  (grounded)  Hamburg 

A  ndrle 

II 

13 

3  Dunkirk 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

26 

1  Youngstown 

Freeland,  et  al. 

II 

27 

1  Youngstown 

Klabundes,et  al. 
(BOS) 

1 1 

27. 

1  Celoron 

Sundell 

II 

13 

1  Youngstown 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

10 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

If 

5 

1  Scio 

V.  FitZirick 

II 

5 

17  Ft.  Erie,  Onto 

Somme rvi lie 

24F, 25,27 

,28 

18,16,500,2000  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen,  Morse 

II 

26 

8  Cuba 

Fornesses 

II 

27 

174  Alfred  area 

Klingen smith 

•  1 

27 

100  Belmont 

Healey 

II 

27 

85  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

27 

80  Ransomville 

Klabundes,  et  al 
(BOS) 

» 1 

27 

50  Buckhorn  Is., S.P, 

-Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

27 

45  near  Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

ll 

27  * 

40  Celoron 

Sundell 

II 

27 

40  Wellsville 

Sick 

It 

27 

30-40  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

27 

20  Lewiston 

Klabundes,  et  al 
(BOS) 

1 1 

28 

46  Celoron 

Elderkin 
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Snow  Goose  (blue  morph)  February  27F 


Mallard 

If 

10 

Black  buck 

If 

13 

Pintail 

II 

1-28 

.1  • 

II 

21 

II 

27F 

:Green-winged  Teal 

II 

23F-24 

American  Wigeon 

If 

27F 

II 

28 

Wood  Duck 

II 

24F 

II 

25 

Redhead 

II 

20F 

•  1 

28 

Ring-necked  Duck 

M 

21 

Canvasback 

II 

27F 

II 

28 

Greater  Scaup 

II 

20F 

II 

28 

Lesser  Scaup 

II 

27 

Common  Goldeneye 

II 

5,12 

II 

6 

II 

13 

•  1 

24F 

If 

28 

White-winged  Scoter 

II 

26 

If 

26 

•  I 

26 

II 

27 

II 

27 

Hooded  Merganser 

II 

27 

Goshawk 

II 

15 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

II 

1-28 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

If 

1-28 

If 

2,24 

If 

16 

ff 

26 

II 

27 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

II 

.  2.5,8 

II 

8 

VI 

27 

II 

27 

Bald  Eagle 

V 

• 

13 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

Kiantone  Twp, 

Jamestown 

Sundell, Beal, 
et  al.  (BOS) 

(Chadakoin  R.) 

Sundell 

Ft .  Erie ,  Ont . 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Amherst 

Freeland 

Celoron 

Sundell 

Celoron 

Elderkin 

Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

Ft »  Erie ,  Ont . 

Andrle , Byron 

Celoron 

Sundell 

Celoron 

Elderkin 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont, 

Freeland 

Celoron 

Sundell 

Celoron 

Elderkin 

Celoron 

Sundell 

Celoron 

Elderkin 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Me  Kales 

Cuba 

Fornesses 

Belmont 

Pitzricks 

Amity 

Burtons , J  ordans 

Celoron 

Sundell 

Celoron 

Elderkin 

Youngstown 

Freeland,  et  al. 

01c ott 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Yates 

Freeland,  Barber 
et  al. 

Ft.  Niagara 

Klabundes,  et  al 
(BOS) 

Lewiston 

Klabundes,  et  al 
(BOS) 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Me  Kales 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Jamestown 

Sundell 

(dead)  Somerset 

Mreeland,  et  al. 

01c ott 

Klabundes, et  al. 

(B.0.S) 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Clarence 

Me  Kales 

Evans 

Me  Kales 

Dunkirk 

Me  Kales 

(ad . )0noville 

Sundell, Beal, et 

(Allegheny  Res.) 

(BOS) 

ont  • 

5 

70 

80 

1 

3 

45 

2 

6 

4 

1 

1 

18 

10 

1 

9 

12 

2 

4 

1 

20,28 

5 

2 

250 

80 

2 

6 

3 

18 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1-2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1,1,2 

1 

2 

1 

1 
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Marsh  Hawk  February 

27 

1  Wilson 

Klabundes,et  al. 
(BOS) 

Turkey  " 

12 

2  Allegany  Co. 

Fornesses 

M 

13,19 

'  2,18  Alfred  area • 

Brooks 

11 

19 

2  Alfred  area 

Klingenstnith 

•  1 

20 

5  Amity 

B, Burt on 

22 

24  near  Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

23 

5  Allegany  S.P. 

Elderkin 

American  Coot  " 

28F 

5  Celoron 

Elderkin 

Killdeer 

25F,28 

1  Belmont 

B.  Burton 

II 

26,27 

2,1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

27 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Purple  Sandpiper 

21 

1  N0 Falls ,  Ont. 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Glaucous  Gull  " 

13 

1  Dunkirk 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Iceland  Gull  " 

21 

2  N* Falls,  Ont. 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Belted  Kingfisher 

1-28 

1-2  Belraont-Scio 

Burtons 

12 

1  Allegany 

Fornesses 

11 

21 

1  Cuba 

Fornesses 

Common  Flicker  " 

10 

1  Wiliiamsville 

Wendlings 

If 

10 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

21 

3  Caneadea 

Hale 

II 

26 

1  Wilson 

Freeland ,  Saville , 
et  al. 

II 

26,27 

1,1  4-Mi, Creek  S.P. 

Klabundes,  et  al. 

Red-headed  Woodpecker" 

26 

1  Wilson 

Freeland ,Bogacki, 
et  al. 

ft 

26,27 

2,1  4-1  a, Creek  S.P. 

Klabundes,  et  al. 

II 

26,27 

3,5  ’?t .  Niagara 

Klabundes,  et  al. 

II 

27 

1  Wilson 

Klabundes, et  al. 

(BOS) 

Horned  Lark  " 

26 

4  Amity 

V,  Pitzrick 

(Eca.  praticola) 

13 

1  Kennedy 

Sundell,Beal,et  al 
(BOS) 

II 

13 

6  Kiantone  Twp. 

Sundell,Beal,et  al 
(BOS) 

If 

17 

3  Busti 

Elderkin 

II 

26 

34  Sorrier  set-Yates 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Tufted  Titmouse  " 

1-28 

2-3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

1-27 

1  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch" 

1-25 

1-2  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

11 

1-28 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

8 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Brown  Creeper  " 

20 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Winter  Wren  " 

20 

1  Celoron 

Sundell 

Carolina  Wren  " 

1 

■  1  Belmont 

Burtons 

"  5 

-10,26 

1  Belmont 

Pike 

Mockingbird  " 

19,27 

1,1  Lewiston 

Klabundes,  et  al. 

If 

26,27 

*  •' 

1,1  Youngstown 

•  \ 

Klabundes,  et  al. 
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American  Robin  February 

1 

1  East  .Amherst 

Freeland 

II 

1,2, 5, 6 

2, 2, 1,1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

If 

2 

1  Williamsyille 

Wendlings 

ft 

10 

1  Clarence 

Freeland 

If 

11,25 

4,2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse ,  Olsen 

tf 

13 

1  Ivory 

Sundell,Beal,et  al 

(BOS) 

II 

22 

1  near  Allegany  S.P. 

Elderkin 

II 

27 

7  Cuba 

Fo  messes 

II 

2? 

2  Youngstown 

Klabundes, et  al. 

(BOS) 

It 

28 

1  Amity 

R,  Fitzrick 

It 

28 

•'  1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Eastern  Bluebird 

It 

18F 

1  Scio 

Compton 

It 

27 

1  Cuba 

Fornesses 

Cedar  Waxwing 

ft 

1 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

tf 

2-4 

19  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

ft 

11 

40  Jamestown 

Sundell 

ft 

12 

8  Lextfiston 

Klabundes 

tv 

13 

26  Kennedy 

Sundell, Beal, et  al 

(bO>s) 

It 

18,21 

7,8  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Northern  Shrike 

If 

6 

1  Amity  Lake 

R.  Fitzrick 

ft 

20 

1  Carlton 

Klabundes 

ft 

20 

1  Newfane 

Klabunde s 

II 

24 

1  Uilliamsville 

Freeland 

II 

25 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

II 

26 

1  Yates 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

ft 

13 

..  1  Kiantone  Twp. 

Sundell, Beal, et  al 

(BOS) 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

ft 

21F 

75  Caneadea 

Hale 

tf 

26 

170  Amity 

V,  Fitzrick 

ft 

26 

60  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

If 

27 

1  Grand  Island 

Andrle,  et  al0 

II 

27 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

If 

27 

80  Leitfiston 

Klabunde s,et  al. 

l 

(BOS) 

tf 

27 

5  Youngstown 

Klabundes, et  al. 

J. 

(BOS) 

tt 

27 

1  Ft,  Erie,  Ont, 

Sommerville 

Rusty  Blackbird 

ft 

8,9,27F 

1,2,4  Belmont 

Burtons 

It 

9 

1  Millersport 

Freeland 

II 

13 

2  Kiantone  Twp, 

Suncell, Beal, et  al 

(BOS) 

Common  Grackle 

II 

19F-28 

3-4  Eggertsville 

McKales 

It 

21 

1  Tn,Tonawanda 

Freeland 

40  - 
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Brown-headed  Cowbird 

February  13F 

10  Kiantone  Twp 

Sundell,Beal, 

et  al.  (BOS) 

If 

16,17 

1  Eggertsville 

E,  Hull 

II  . 

25 

50  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Evening  Grosbeak 

II 

1-28 

160  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

VI 

1-28 

25-40  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

4 

35  Jamestown 

Sundell 

II 

9 

73  Scio 

V,  Pitzrick 

19,20 

,24,2 6 

20,5,75,15  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Purple  Finch 

V 

• 

1 

1  Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

. 

If 

1-23 

4  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

If 

1-28 

6-1.8  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

2-26 

1,1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

12,26 

1  Jamestown 

Suncell 

House  Finch 

II 

1-28 

10-25  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

II 

2-28 

1-3  Eggertsville 

E.  Hull 

"  9 

,13,28 

1,1,1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Fine  Siskin 

11 

26 

6  Oakland  Rural  Cem, 

Freeland,  et  al. 

American  Goldfinch 

if 

1-28 

25-40  Belmont 

Burtons 

It 

1-25 

25  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

»t 

4-21 

40,50  Jamestown 

Sundell 

11 

9 

25  Scio 

V.  Pitzrick 

11 

26 

25  Oakland  Rural  Cem, 

Freeland , Saville , 

et  al. 

"Chipping  Sparrow 

ft 

19 

1  Orchard  Park 

Zablotnv 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

11 

1-28 

2-3  Belmont 

Burtons 

White-throated  Sparrow  " 

1-28 

2  Spting  Brook 

Danner 

IV 

1-28 

2-3  Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

1-22 

2-3  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

11 

4-28 

2-3  Eggertsville 

E.  Hull 

11 

20,25 

9,5  Williamsville 

Wendlings 

* Swamp  Sparrow 

11 

1-28 

1  Iroquois  NVJR 

Morse 

Song  Sparrow 

11 

1-28 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

11 

1-28 

2-3  Belmont 

Burtons 

if 

13 

2  Kiantone  Twp. 

Sundell, Beal, et  al 

(BOS) 

11 

26 

1  Lewiston 

Freeland,  et  al. 

11 

28 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Snow  Bunting 

11 

5 

200  Scio 

V.  Pitzrick 

11 

21 

200  near  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year 
Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  „  ,  ,  , 
TOTAL  FOR  YEAR . .  .  . . 


99 

12 

111 
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SOME  RELATIONSHIPS  OF  THE  BLIZZARDS  OF  1977  TO  BIRDS  A T  A  FEEDING  STATION 

by  Harold  H.  Axtell 

During  the  Niagara  Region’s  record-breaking  snowfall  of  January,  1977 » 
including  the  severest  blizzard  in  local  history  on  January  28th,  I  studied  the 
effects  of  the  weather  (see  THE  MONTH,  Prothonotary,Vol,43 :2)  on  birds  attracted 
to  the  feeding  areas  within  60  feet  of  my  house  just  outside  Fort  Erie,  Ontario. 

(I  arbitrarily  refer  to  my  yard  as  "a  feeding  station"  with  several  feeders  and 
other  feeding  areas  in  it.) 

The  most  striking  single  effect  of  these  conditions  was  the  variety  of 

hawks  and  the  large  amount  of  time  they  spent  near  these  bird-feeding  areas.  Dur¬ 

ing  the  several  itfeeks  of  deepest  snow  there  was  a  haxfk  or  Northern  Shrike  present 
about  35  -  40'p  of  the  daylight  time.  The  hawks  consisted  of  a  large  2nd. -winter 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  a  small  1st. -winter  Cooper’s  Hawk,  three  Red-tailed  Hawks  (a 
large  adult,  a  small  adult,  and  a  small  immature),  and  an  adult  male  American  Kes¬ 
trel,  all  of  which  apparently  made  one  or  more  visits  every  day  or  nearly  so.  Each 

visit  lasted  from  a  few  seconds  to  almost  an  hour.  Similar  daily  visits  were  made 

by  the  shrike  or  shrikes  (the  number  of  shrikes  visiting  a  feeding  station  cannot 
reliably  be  judged  under  ordinary  circumstances). 

Almost  as  striking  was  their  complete  disappearance  in  early  February 
about  a  week  after  the  final  blizzard,  so  that  I  never  saw  them  or  any  indications 
of  visits  by  them  thereafter. 

Different  species  of  birds  were  affected  differently.  The  effects  seemed 
to  be  largely  the  result  of  four  causal  factors:  (1)  the  immediate  weather  condi¬ 
tions  of  near  -  or  sub-zero  cold,  excessive  wind-velocities  and  driving  snow,  (2) 
the  extremely  deep  snow  which  covered  the  natural  food  of  both  the  weed-seed  eaters 
and  the  primarily  mouse-eating  hawks  and  shrikes,  and  both  (3)  the  harassment  and. 

(4)  the  depredations  by  the  avian  predators  which  had  been  forced  to  visit  feeding 
stations  because  of  the  unavailability  of  food  elsewhere,  oiling  to  the  excessively 
deep  snow. 

I  %  ,  5  »  * 

Mourning  Doves  were  strongly  affected  by  three  or  probably  all  four  of 
these  factors.  The  deep  snow  forced  them  to  obtain  their  feed  at  feeding  stations. 
During  December  more  than  thirty  Mourning  Doves  were  often  counted  feeding  at  the 
same  time.  As  the  January  snows  became  deeper  and  the  visits  of  the  accipiters 
more  frequent,  the  Mourning  Doves  decreased  and  finally  disappeared  entirely.  I 
am  not  certain  of  the  relative  importance  of  all  the  factors  that  caused  their  de¬ 
crease  and  disappearance.  I  know  that  at  least  a  few,  probably  several,  were  killed 
by  the  accipiters,  and  I  am  reasonably  certain  that  some,  possibly  over  half,  went 
elsewhere  to  escape  the  harassment.  During  the  last  week  or  ten  days  before  all  the 
doves  disappeared,  most  of  the  remaining  seven  or  eight  showed  symptoms  of  illness. 
Two  of  these  that  I  observed  throughout  their  declining  and  final  days  showed  the 
following  sequence  of  symptoms:  (l)  At  first  there  was  a  labored  manner  of  walking, 
in  the  more  advanced  stages  of  which  one  or  both  legd  did  not  function  effectively, 
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seeming  to  operate  in  a  manner  between  walking  and  pushing  the  body  forward,  some¬ 
what  resembling  crawling,  so  that  the  lower  breast  and  belly  tended  to  brush  and 
sometime  drag  against  the  snow  and  ground.  (2)  As  a  consequence  of  this,  the  ven¬ 
tral  feathers  became  caked  with  snow  and  ice,  the  weight  of  itfhich  on  the  feathers 
caused  them  to  break  off  or  pull  out  during  the  continuing  friction  against  the 
ground,  so  that  the  doves*  underparts  developed  increasingly  extensive  bare  areas 9 

(3)  Symptoms  of  sickness  then  developed,  presumably  from  the  bare  ventral  over¬ 
exposure  to  sub-zero  temperatures.  These  symptoms  included  keeping  the  plumage 
fluffed  out,  spending  most  or  all  the  time  at  the  feeding  areas  even  when  resting, 
and  becoming  more  sluggish  and  less  wary  and  less  inclined  to  fly  when  approached, 

(4)  In  the  final  stage  they  gave  up  eating,  even  with  food  all  around  and  under¬ 
neath  them.  They  reclined  with  belly  on  the  snow  and  head  drawn  in  and  resting  on 
the  chest  with  bill  pointed  forward  and  slightly  downward.  After  scarcely  moving 
for  some  20  to  40  hours  they  died  slowly  and  quietly  in  this  same  position,  appar¬ 
ently  from  a  combination  of  sickness  due  to  overexposure,  a  loss  of  appetite  lead¬ 
ing  to  eventual  starvation,  and  freezing. 

When  I  examined'  the  carcasses  of  the  two  birds  not  long  after  their  death, 
they  were  entirely  frozen,  extremely  emaciated,  and  extensively  bare  on  the  under¬ 
parts.  Several  or  most  of  the  toes  and,  on  one  of  the  birds  also  a  leg,  gave  the 
appearance  of  having  died  from  being  frozen  several  days  before  the  rest  of  the 
bird  died  and  froze.  This  would  explain  the  strange  kind  of  gait. 

It  is  highly  unlikely  that  the  other  sick  doves  recovered  after  showing 
similar  early  symptoms.  They  were  not  seen  in  the  final  stage  of  their  illness; 
they  just  disappeared,  and  their  carcasses  were  not  found.  In  their  sick  and  weak¬ 
ened  condition  they  presumably  became  easy  prey  for  predators,  which  commonly 
eliminate  sick  and  dying  birds.  It  was  originally  the  freezing  of  toes  and  other 
parts  of  the  lower  extremities  that  set  off  the  dequence  of  events  that  led  to  the 
death  of  these  doves. 

A  Mockingbird  which  had  been  present”  since  fall  was  not  seen  after  the 
blizzards.  In  about  twelve  years  of  wintering  Mockingbirds  at  the  same  locality, 
only  once  before  has  one  failed  to  survive  the  winter,  and  that  one  died  following 
three  days  of  another  extremely  violent  blizzard . 

A  female  cowbird ; that  had  been  making  daily  visits  since  autumn  was  seen 
for  the  last  time  during  the  peak  of  one  of  the  blizzards.  A  Grackle  that  showed 
up  a  few  days  earlier  staved  only  the  one  day,  possibly  not  liking  the  frequent 
attacks  and  lurking  presence  of  the  accipiters  -  or  maybe  it  was  caught  by  one. 

In  the  morning  of  January  29th,  following  an  afternnoon  and  night  of  such 
horrible  meteorological  ferocity  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  imagine  a  bird 
being  able  to  survive  it,  about  40-50^  of  the  seventy  or  more  Cardinals  that  visited 
my  feeding  station  wore  a  coating  of  ice  covering  the  b  ck  and  clinging  persistently 
throughout  the  day.  In  most  cases  the  ice— covered  area  also  included  the  rump,  hind- 
neck  and  hind-head,  usually  also  the  flanks,  and  occasionally  additional  areas.  On 
a  large  minority  of  these  birds  some  of  the  affected  areas  were  considerably  dis- 
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heveled ,  with  the  ice  apparently  penetrating  rather  deeply  into  the  plumage.  On 
several  of  the  birds  there  were  sizeable  chunks  of  ice  or  compacted  snow  of  one 
to  three  cubic  centimeters  in  size. 

Other  seed-eating  species  were  affected  likewise  in  lesser  degree. 
Strangely,  the  approximately  twenty  j/ uncos  showed  almost  no  such  effects;  a  few 
had  frost  on  the  eyelids  -  that's  all.  Cardinals5  body  feathers  are  more  flaccid 
than  those  of  most  other  birds  that  were  present,  and  while  the  Cardinals  roosted 
in  the  dense  thickets  of  spruces,  the  swirling  eddies  of  the  gale-force  winds  appar¬ 
ently  must  have  ruffled  those  feathers,  permitting  the  escape  of  enough  body  heat 
to  melt  some  of  the  driven  snow  which  then  quickly  refroze  and  clung  to  the  plumage B 
Interspersion  of  ice  among  the  feathers  would  produce  the  visible  clumping  together 
of  ice  and  feathers  that  was  conspicuous  in  some  cases,  permitting  the  escape  of 
still  more  body  heat  and  producing  more  ice  even  closer  to  the  skin. 

Such  exposue  might  reasonably  be  expected  to  lower  the  resistance  of  some 
of  the  victims  and  result  in  sickness  and  deather,  as  happened  among  the  doves.  To 
my  surprise,  however,  I  could  detect  no  signs  of  illness  among  the  Cardinals  at  any 
time,  then  or  subsequently. 

Juncos  and  Tree  Sparrows  were  rnich  more  common  during  the  very  deep  snow 
than  before.  Within  a  week  or  so  following  the  great  blizzard,  however,  the  juncos 
mostly  disappeared,  probably  because  of  their  particular  vulnerability  to  shrikes, 
although  most  of  them  were  undoubtedly  scared  away  rather  than  killed.  The  Tree 
Sparrows,  much  less  vulnerable  to  shrikes,  stayed  around  in  good  numbers  throughout 
the  remainder  of  the  winters 

White-throated  Sparrows  dropped  from  17  in  late  December  to  6  in  early 
February  following  the  blizzards.  I  believe  that  most  or  all  of  the  eleven  casual¬ 
ties  were  victims  of  shrikes,  directly  or  indirectly.  On  three  occasions  White- 
throats  being  pursued  by  a  shrike  struck  a  window.  Two  of  them  dropped  to  the  porch 
floor  and  died  from  the  impact  with  the  glass.  The  third  flew  away,  presumably 
dazed  by  the  collision,  and,  still  pursued  by  the  shrike,  was  soon  overtaken  and 
captured.  The  White-throats  never  seemed  to  learn  that  it  was  not  safe  to  lounge, 
between  feeding  periods,  in  conspicuous  positions  in  or  on  top  of  rather  open  shrubs 
that  were  isolated  several  seconds  of  flight-time  away  from  the  more  extensive  and 
dense  protective  cover  where  most  of  the  other  seed-eaters  rested 0 

By  way  of  contrast,  three  of  the  four  Song  Sparrows,  more  skulking  and 
wary  than  the  White-throats,  survived  the  winter  and  the  raptors,  even  though  they 
tended  to  feed  more  regularly  in  open  situations.  When  they  were  not  feeding,  how¬ 
ever,  one  could,  rarely  spot  a  resting  Song  Sparrow  -  a  direct  contrast  to  the  common¬ 
ly  conspicuous  White-throats. 

The  rather  sudden  complete  disappearance  of  all  the  diurnal  avian  predators 
might  seem  to  be  an  unexplainable  mystery.  But  I  do  not  think  so.  It  is  of  course 
possible  that  the  Sharp-shinned  and  Cooper's  hawks  may  have  gone  elsewhere  when  no 
more  doves  were  available,  but  with  an  abundant  food  supply  of  well-fed  Cardinals 

' 
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still  remaining,  this  seems  unlikely ,  It  is  possible  the  three  Red-tails  and  the 
Kestrel  may  have  died  of  starvation,  because  1  doublt  that  any  of  them  caught  any 
food  at  my  feeding  station,  or  they  may  have  gone  elsewhere,  or  even  migrated  far-  r 
ther  south  or  north,  all  rather  Improbable,  however.  As  for  the  shrike,  it  seems 
wholly  unreasonable  to  think  that  it  might  either  have  starved  or  gone  away,  con¬ 
sidering  that  many  Cardinals,  juncos  and  White-throats,  all  highly  vulnerable  to 
shrikes,  were  still  present,  along  with  many  other  prey  species. 

The  complete  disappearance,  within  a  period  of  a  few  days,  of  all  these 
avian  predators  of  such  diverse  feeding  habits  cannot  reasonably  be  explained  by 
any  one  of  the  foregoing  theories  or  a.ny  combination  of  them.  There  is,  however, 
a  reasonable  and,  I  believe,  a  very  probable  explanation.  Within  a  mile  of  my  house 
there  were,  at  the  time,  active  feeding  stations  in  at  least  nine  yards,  and  many 
others  within  one  or  two  additional  miles  which  might  also  be  included  within  the 
winter  foraging  range  of  all  the  predators  under  discussion.  Many  winter-feeding 
station  operators  seem  to  want  most  to  protect  especially  the  gentle,  friendly,  and 
seemingly  helpless  little  birds  from  danger  and  annoyance  -  particularly  from  such 
predators  as  hawks  and  shrikes.  And  some  of  those  people  use  guns  to  enforce  their 
Thants,  All  of  the  above-mentioned  hawks  and  shrikes  regularly  came  to  within  easy 
shotgun  range  of  my  house  and  presumably  would  likewise  do  so  at  other  houses  where 
there  were  feeding  stations  and  small  birds. 

It  seems  significant  that  about  the  time  all  these  predators  disappeared, 
one  of  the  two  Crows  that  had  been  coming  regularly  all  winter  for  food  showed  up 
with  30  to  UO't  of  the  flight  feathers  freshly  shot  out  of  one  wing.  I  did  not  see 
it  again  after  that. 

In  summary,  the  relatively  small  number  of  birds  that  died  as  a  result  of 
freezing  and  exposure  -  mostly  or  all  Mourning  Doves  -  and  those  that  were  killed 
by  hawks  and  shrikes  were  apparently  all  common  species  in  which  such  losses  i-jould 
be  insignificant  and  of  no  great  ecological  concern.  Of  considerable  concern,  how¬ 
ever,  is  the  probability  that  these  hawks,  representing  a  type  of  avian  wildlife 
whose  decreasing  populations  are  of  deep  concern  to  conservationists,  may  have  been 
shot  and  killed  by  some  ecologically  ignorant  "bird-lover "at  his  feeding  station. 

I  am  virtually  certain  that  those  six  individuals  comprised  the  entire  wintering 
hawk  population  in  a  area  of  several  square  miles.  This  illegal  practice  of  shoot¬ 
ing  raptors  where  small  birds  are  being  fed  as  a  hobby  is  more  prevalent  than  most 
birders  realize .  In  a  winter  such  as  1977 »  during  which  notably  more  than  the 
usual  number  of  people  reported  hawks  about  their  feeding  stations,  it  is  likely 
that  the  most  destructive  single  effect  of  the  blizzards  and  deep  snow  on  bird  life, 
not  only  at  Fort  Erie,  but  throughout  the  region  of  deep  snows,  may  have  been  the 
number  of  birds  of  prey  that  were  shot  and  killed  at  feeding  stations. 

R0R.  #1,  Fort  Erie,  Ontario 
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Niagara  County  Field  Trip 

FEBRUARY  2?  -  Eleven  members  who  defied  a  gloomy  weather  report  were 
rewarded  with  37  species  on  the  Lake  Ontario  Plains  trip.  The  100  Canada  Geese, 

2  American  Robins  and  85  Red-winged  Blackbirds  reminded  us  that  spring  was  just 
around  the  corner.  The  Red-necked  Grebe  at  the  Youngstown  Farina  and  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker  at  4-Mile  Creek  State  Park  were  the  four-star  birds  of  the  day.  Numer¬ 
ous  Red-headed  Woodpeckers  and  Mockingbirds  were  enjoyed  by  all  and,  with  patience, 
we  managed  to  view  the  5  Pine  Siskins  at  Oakland  Rural  Cemetery.  The  westward 
movement  of  over  150  Common  Crows  near  the  lake  shore  indicated  a  possible  migration. 
Eight  species  of  ducks,  a  Cooper’s  Hawk  and  14  Red-tailed  Hawks  were  other  highlight:' 

Harriette  &  Walter  Klabunde 


NOTES 

REQUEST  FOR  INFORMATION:  PURPLE  MARTIN  COLOR-MARKING 

A  large-scale  Purple  Martin  color-marking  project  was  initiated  in  1975  for  Prince 
George’s  and  Montgomery  Counties,  Maryland  and  in  1978  for  Saxis,  Virginia.  Ob¬ 
servers  are  asked  to  look  for  and  report  any  color-marked  (wing  tags-and/or-plastic 
leg  bands)  Purple  Martins.  Please  record  the  color  of  the  band,  which  leg  it  is  on, 
age  and/or  sex  (if  either  is  known),  where  and  when  observed,  and  whether  the  bird 
was  in  a  roost,  staging  flock,  migratory  flock,  or  established  at  a  nest  site.  We 
are  especially  interested  in  the  movements  of  young  birds  and  their  return  rate  to 
the  parent  colony  or  nearby  colonies.  All  reports  will  be  acknowledged  and  should 
be  sent  to  Ms.  Kathleen  Klimkiewicz,  13117  Larchdale  Rd.  #2,  Laurel,  Md„  20811. 


PROGRAM  MEETINGS 


May  25th:  'Our  Endangered  Wildlife.'  A  54  minute  color  film  originally 

an  NBC  -  TV  news  presentation,  discussing  the  present  status 
of  five  of  78  endangered  species  on  the  North  American  contin¬ 
ent  J  the  Key  Deer,  the  Whooping  Crane,  the  Kirtland's  Warbler, 
the  Timber  Wolf  and  the  Bald  Eagle. 

June  8th”  Picnic  Meeting,  Old  Fort  Erie  Park,  Fort  Erie,  Ontario  -  6:30  p.m. 

Bring  picnic  supper. 

Have  a  pleasant  summer! 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

June  12th:  Field  trip  to  B.O.S,  Section  28  ...  "Where  to  Find  Birds  in 

Section  28”.  Another  in  our  new  program  of  scheduling  field 
trips  entirely  id. thin  a  B.C.S.  Section.  This  is  the  way  to 
learn  where  the. 'birds  are,  so  bring  your  Section  28  map  and 
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make  notes  while  w  bird . • 0and  some  very  interesting, 
hard-to-find  nesting  species  are  likely  in  Section  282 
Co-leaders,  Betsy  Brooks  (tel.  607-587-8279 )  and  Clarence 
Klingensmith  (tel.  607-587-3240).  We  will  meet  at  8:30  a.m. 
at  the,  junction  of  Routes  19  and  244,  the  .Alfred  road  out 
of  Belmont,  Allegany  County,  This  is  a  two-hour  drive 
from  Buffalo.  From  the  village  of  Arcade  in  Wyoming  County, 
follow  Route  98  south,  then  Route  243  east,  then  Route  19 
south  to  Belmont.  The  outing  will  conclude  in  time  for 
an  early  evening  return  to  Buffalo. 

June  24-26:  Adirondacks  Weekend "Mountaineering  with  the  Federation". 

An  outing  in  conjunction  with  birders  from  all  over  New  York, 
members  of  the  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs.  Here's 
a  chance  for  both  of  those  Three-toed  Woodpeckers,  maybe  even 
a  Spruce  Grouse.  Trips  will  be  led  to  little-visited  sections 
of  our  State’s  most  unique  habitats.  Federation  contact  for 
full  particulars,  Fary  Ann  Sunderlin  of  Rochester  ( tel. 1-671-2210) 
Local  leader  for  B.O.Sc,  Dick  Byron  (tel.  856-2969  days.)  Head¬ 
quarters  will  be  the  Mirror  Lake  Inn,  Lake  Placid,  and  trailer 
sites  are  available  at  nearby  Whiteface  KOA  Center.  There  will 
be  an  option  to  stay  over  until  Monday,  June  27,  xdiich  would 
permit  a  full  day's  birding  on  Sunday,  The  drive  from  Buffalo 
is  approximately  six  hours.  Interested  members  should  first 
telephone  Mrs,  Sunderlin  to  obtain  full  particulars  and  make 
reservations.  Then,  telephone  Mr.  Byron  to  indicate  your  par-^ 
ticipation,  volunteer  car  space,  seek  car-pooling  help,  etc. 

All  reservations  should  be  completed  no  later  than  Wednesday, 

June  15,  with  both  parties. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  Fifth  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compiler,  Mr.  David  B,  Freeland,  60  Haymarket  Square, 
East  Amherst,  New  York  14051. 
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Department  of  Biology  of  the  State  University  College  at  Buffalo, 
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March  was  mild  with  several  periods  of  unseasonably  warm  weather,  A  record 
high  temperature  for  the  date.  69°  (F)  was  reached  on  the  11th  and  the  high  tempera¬ 
ture  for  the  month  was  76°  (F)  on  the  30th,  climaxing  a  week  of  pleasantly  warm  and 
dunny  days.  The  average  temperature  for  the  period  was  39*8°  (F),  7*7°  above  the 
mean.  Precipitation  measured  2,42  inches  with  13*5  inches  of  snow  recorded;  the 

heaviest  snowfall  was  6,8  inches  on  the  22nd,  There  were  no  major  weather  distur¬ 
bances,  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport,) 

As  one  might  surmise,  the  pleasant  March  weather  meant  a  good  bird  migra¬ 
tion  and  observers  afield  were  not  disappointed.  Very  early  observations  of  Turkey 
Vultures,  one  at  Cherry  Creek  in  Chautauqua  County  seen  by  Frances  Rew  on  the  5th 
and  a  second  at  Pinehurst  on  the  Old  Lake  Shore  Road  in  the  Town  of  Hamburg  reported 
by  Schaffner  and  Clark  on  the  9th,  were  indicative  of  the  mild  weather  we  were  en¬ 
joying,  Pinehurst  was  the  scene  of  several  good  flights  of  raptors  and  passerines 
during  March,  On  the  ninth,  a  warm  and  sunny  day  with  favorable  southwest  winds, 
Arthur  Schaffner  and  Arthur  Clark  saw  over  18,000  icterids  and  starlings,  mostly 
Red-winged  Blackbirds,  between  700  and  900  a.m.  Between  11O0  and  1O0  p.m.,  the 
above  mentioned  Turkey  Vulture,  48  Red-tailed  Hawks  and  42  Whistling  Swans  were 
among  the  waterfowl  and  raptors  recorded  by  these  observers.  Similar  flights  were 
witnessed  on  March  10th  and  11th.  Robert  Sundell  reported  over  2,200  Whistling 
Swans  on  Chautauqua  Lake  on  March  16th  and  many  swans  were  also  present  among  the 
ducks  and  geese  in  the  Oak  Orchard  area  wetlands  east  of  Buffalo,  On  March  20th, 
Robert  Andrle  and  his  party  saw  three  White-fronted  Geese  of  the  Greenland  race, 
(Anser  albifrons  flavirostris)  in  company  with  a  flock  of  Canada  Geese  on  the  Ditch 
Road,  Town  of  Royalton,  Niagara  County  in  the  State  Wildlife  Management  Area,  A 
fourth  White-fronted  Goose,  of  uncertain  race,  was  seen  in  a  field  at  Oakfield  in 
Genesee  County  by  members  of  the  B.0.S,  field  trip  on  the  27th,  Andrle  also  report- 
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ed  a  Lesser  Canada  Goose  at  Cayuga  Pool  in  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge 
during  the  field  trip  on  March  20th, 

The  Burgeson  Sanctuary  near  Jamestown  in  Chautauqua  County  was  the  scene 
of  several  interesting  bird  sightings  during  March  including  a  Red-necked  Grebe  on 
the  16th  and  two  very  early  Golden  Plover  on  the  19th. 

As  announced  earlier  in  this  newsletter  ( Prothonotary,  vol.42:12,  pp.  166- 
167)  this  year  the  B.O.S.  is  participating  in  the  spring  hawk  watch  at  the  Beamer 
Point  Conservation  Area  on  the  Niagara  Escarpment  at  Grimsby,  Ontario  in  cooperation 
with  the  Hawk  Migration  Association  of  North  America.  While  Beamer  Point  is  geograph¬ 
ically  north  of  our  boundary,  the  records  of  hawks  seen  here  are  of  more  than  pass¬ 
ing  interest  to  B.O.S.  members  as  the  birds  fly  over  that  section  of  the  Niagara 
Peninsula  within  our  study  area  just  before  reaching  the  look-out.  Thus,  the  record 
of  121  Turkey  Vultures  counted  by  Walter  Klaburde  and  Jerry  Farrell  passing  over  the 
look-out  between  2s 30  and  4:30  p,m0  on  March  30th  is  of  special  interest  as  is  the 
adult  Bald  Eagle-,  Klabunde  reported  the  following  day  from  the  same  locatiom 

Other  records  of  interest  for  the  month  include  four  Ospreys  reported 
flving  over  the  Beaver  Meadow  Audubon  Center  in  Wyoming  County  by  Dave  Bigelow 
on  March '29th, 

Joseph  P •  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  1421? 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  fDate  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario*  (B.O.S,  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files 
of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 


L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 


(f)  -  Indicates 
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from  feeding 

station 

Red-necked  Grebe 
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11 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Schaffner,A .Clark 

If 

13 
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20' 

Andrle,  et  al. 

M 
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Horned  Grebe 

99 

11 

8  Dunkirk  Harbor 
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99 

13 
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Horned  Grebe, cont,  March 
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Mitchell , Burch , etal . 

II 

27 

2  Tonawanda  WMA 

Andrle , Byron, 
Seamans,  et  al. 

m 

28 

5  Chautauqua  Lake 

Elderkins 

II 

30 

7  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse, Olsen 

Pintail 

26 

400  Iroquois  NWR  area 

Freeland, et  al. 

11 

26 

300  Newstead-Clarence 

Freeland, et  al. 

Green-winged  Teal  " 

20 

2  Tonawanda  WMA 

Andrle,  et  al. 

11 

20 

2  Oak  Orchard  area 

Foster, McMichael, 
Wilcove 

II 

29 

6  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

11 

31 

2  Kiantone  Twp. 

Elderkins 

19 

31 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Blue-winged  Teal  " 

9F 

3  Hartland 

Rebovich 

II 

11 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Schaff  ner , A .Clark 
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Blue-winced  Teal  March 

11 

2  Ft.  Erie,0nt. 

Rew,  Schwartz 

II 

12-31 

3-14  near  Frewsburg 

Elderkins 

II 

26 

20  Tonawanda  WMA 

Freeland, et  al. 

American  Wigeon 

II 

10 

6  Tonawanda  WFA 

Danner 

II 

11 

3  Iroquois  MIR 

Olsen 

If 

11 

5  Staff ord  *  s  Pond 

Schaffner , A .Clark 

II 

11 

21  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Schaffner , A .Clark 

If 

13 

55  Fluvanna 

Sundell 

Northern  Shove ler 

II 

30F 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Wood  Duck 

II 

2 

1  Forest  Lawn 

Freeland 

II 

13 

2  Fluvanna 

Sundell 

II 

27 

1  Newstead 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Redhead 

If 

11 

49  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Schaffner ,A • Clark 

Ring-necked.  Duck 

II 

5F 

2  Fluvanna 

Sundell 

»» 

10 

2  Tonawanda  WMA 

Danner 

II 

26 

30  Newstead 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Lesser  Scaup 

ft 

14F 

10  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

m 

16 

3  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks , Burtons , 
M.  Jordan 

If 

31 

17  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Old squaw 

If 

15 

2  Celoron 

Elderkins 

If 

16 

10  near  Randolph 

Elderkins 

tl 

25 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

Ruddy  Duck 

II 

20F 

1  Clarence 

Freelands 

Hooded  Merganser 

If 

10F 

5  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

M 

11,28 

5*1  Almond  Dam 

Klingensmith 

ff 

20 

10  Oak  Orchard  area 

Foster ,  McMichael , 
Wilcove 

Turkey  Vulture 

If 

5F 

1  Cherry  Creek 

Rew, Buck 

ft 

9 

1  Hamburg  (Finehurst) 

Schaffner , A • Clark 

If 

2<o 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland,  et  al. 

ff 

27 

4  Hamburg 

Me Kales 

ff 

27 

4  Oak  Orchard  area 

Foster , Byron, 
Seamans, et  al. 

•  1 

29 

4  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

It 

29 

8  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

Goshawk 

If 

14,24 

1  Allegany  Co. 

Pitzricks 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

ii 

12F 

1  Hamburg  (Pine hurst) 

Foster, et  al. 

Cooper* s  Hawk 

If 

12F,27 

1  Allenberg  Bog 

Chappies 

ft 

23 

1  Cuba 

Fornesses 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

It 

9F 

40  Hamburg  (Finehurst) 

Schaffner , A • Clark 

ft 

12 

62  Hamburg  (Finehurst) 

Foster, et  al. 

Red- shouldered  Hawk 

tl 

9F 

4  Hamburg 

Schaffner, A .Clark 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

It 

12 

29  Hamburg  (Finehurst) 

Foster,  et  al. 

If 

7 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 
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Rough-legged  Hawk 

March  12-13,27 

2,1  Allenberg  Bog 

Chappies 

m 

12 

1  Hamburg  (Pinehurst) 

Foster,  et  al. 

fl 

20 

16  Gak  Orchard  area 

Foster ,McMichael , 
Wilcove 

If 

26 

3  Oak  Orchard  area 

Burch , Mitchell , etal , 

*• 

2? 

1  Amherst 

Freeland 

«l 

30 

1  near  Allegheny  Res, 

Elderkins 

Eald  Eagle 

ft 

29-31 

1  (imm.)  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen,  et  al. 

Marsh  Hawk 

If 

5 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Klabundes  A 

•  • 

6,29 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

f» 

8 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse, Olsen 

If 

10 

1  Hamburg  (Pinehurst) 

Schaffner,A.  Clark 

If 

26 

1  Oak  Orchard  area 

Mitchell , Burch , etal 

Merlin 

If 

21 

1  Cheektowaga 

Freeland 

American  Kestrel 

If 

9F 

4  Hamburg  (Pinehurst) 

Schaffner,A.  Clark 

fl 

12 

5  Hamburg  (Pinehurst) 

Foster,  et  al. 

Turkey 

ff 

18 

10  ,Cuba 

Fornesses 

American  Coot  .  ,  j,- 

ff 

5F,13 

7,27  Fluvanna 

Sundell 

'b  i  -  • 

ft 

7 

6  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

it 

11 

3  Stafford's  Pond 

Schaffner,A.  Clark 

if 

11 

12  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Schaffner,A,  Clark 

^American  Golden  Plover 

19 

2  Kiantone  Twp. 

Sundell, Cdoneyj 
Elderkins 

^American  Woodcock 

if 

9F, 10, 11, 26 

5, 1,1,1  Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

it 

14 

2  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

if 

15 

9  Amherst 

Freeland 

* Common  Snipe 

ti 

27 

4  Allenberg  Bog 

J,  Chappie 

n 

16f,21 

1,9  Kiantone  Twp, 

Elderkins 

•i  fi 

19 

13  Kiantone  Twp, 

Sundell 

n 

20 

6  South  Stockton 

Rew,  Buck 

if 

27 

1  Amherst 

Freeland 

ti 

27 

3  Oak  Orchard  area 

Foster,  I^yron, 
Seamans,  et  al. 

^Greater  Yellowlegs 

•i 

12F,29 

1,1  Kiantone  Twp, 

Elderkins 

ti 

30 

2  Times  Beach 

A  ndrle 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

if 

31 

1  Times  Beach 

"Ore  eland 

it 

29  F 

1  Kiantone  Twp. 

Elderkins 

'  Pectoral  Sandpiper 

it 

30F 

32  Kiantone  Twp. 

Elderkins 

ti 

31 

10  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Glaucous  Gull 

n 

11,13 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Rew, . Schwartz ,et  al. 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

ti 

iiF 

3  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Scha’^fner ,  A  •  Clark 

it 

13 

1  Queenston,0nt . 

A  ndrle ,  Rew ,  Schwartz 
e  t  al , 

m 

16 

100  Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

it 

31 

13  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Little  Gull 

ft 

20 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

*Barn  Owl 

ti 

23 

1  Frewsburg 

T.  Elder kin 
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* Long-eared  Owl  Larch 

19 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

ft 

22,23,28 

1,2,1  Cuba 

Fornesses 

Belted  Kingfisher 

V« 

12F 

2  Hamburg  (Pine hurst) 

Foster,  et  al. 

fl 

28 

1  Almond  Dam 

Klingensmith 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

If 

25 

2  4-Mile  Creek  S,P. 

Klabundes 

tl 

25 

2  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

tl 

25 

1  Sturgeon  Point 

Rew, Schwartz, 
Ulrich 

"Eastern  Phoebe 

11 

30F 

1  near  Randolph 

Elderkins 

Horned  Lark 

tf 

31 

1  Spring  Brook 

,  •  1 

Danner 

(E.a.  alpestris) 

fl 

24 

175  Elma 

Danner 

TTree  Swallow 

•  I 

29  F 

2  Oak  Orchard  area 

Mitchell,  et  al. 

II 

30 

14  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse ,01 sen 

Tufted  Titmouse 

If 

1-31 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

2-30 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

It 

8 

1  Grand  Island 

Klabundes 

II 

15 

1  Lancaster 

Freeland 

II 

25 

1  Ft.  Niagara  S.P. 

Klabundes 

Red-breasted.  Nuthatch 

II 

1-31 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

1.3, 

7,8, 

10,15-22 

1  Snyder 

DeKleine 

II 

2 

1  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

If 

25 

1  Oakland  Rural  Cem, 

Klabundes 

No c kingbird 

II 

29 

1  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

Brown  Thrasher 

II 

19-31 

1  Ft.  Erie,  Ont, 

Sommerville 

Eastern  Bluebird 

ft 

2-21 

1-3  Amity 

Pitzricks 

II 

13,27 

2  Allenberg  Bog 

Chappies 

*¥ater  Pipit 

fl 

14 

2  Frewsburg  (Oak  Hill) 

Elderkins 

If 

19  F 

30  Kiantone  Twp. 

Elderkins  5  Sundell 

fl 

19  F 

20  Vi  11a  nova 

Rew, Buck 

II 

20 

60  Oak  Orchard  area 

Foster,  McMLchael 
Wilcove 

II 

20 

35  Tonawanda  WMA 

McKale s , Ulrich 

II 

25 

3  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse,  Olsen 

Cedar  Waxwing 

If 

2 

50  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

II 

22 

50  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Northern  Shrike 

II 

10,24 

1  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

II 

10 

1  Cuba 

Fornesses 

If 

12 

1  Evans 

Andrles 

II 

12,13.27 

1  Allenberg  Bog 

Chappies 

II 

13 

1  Newstead 

Me Kales 

II 

20 

1  West  Shelby 

Me Kales 

* Loggerhead  Shrike 

II 

5F 

1  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Klabundes 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

II 

9F 

14  Hamburg  (Pine hurst) 

Schaf f  ner , A . Clark 
Brownstein 

II 

12 

68  Hamburg (Fine hurst) 

Foster,  et  al. 

II 

12 

17  Clarence 

Freeland 
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Red-winged  Blackbird 

March 

9 

19,750  Hamburg  (Fine hurst) 

Schaffner,A .Clark 
Brownstein 

9! 

12 

5508  Hamburg  ( Fine hurst ) 

Foster,  et  al. 

Rusty  Blackbird 

tl 

6 

70  Wethersfield 

Freeland 

>  •  .  .  . 

(i 

12 

30  Clarence 

Freeland 

f 

M 

25,27 

90; 175  East  Amherst 

Freelands 

Common  Grackle 

19 

9 

500  Hamburg  (Pinehurst) 

Schaf f ner ,A • Clark 
Brownstein 

fl 

12 

596  Hamburg  (Pinehurst) 

Foster,  et  al. 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

If 

O 

s 

400  Elma 

Danner 

Evening  Grosbeak 

99 

1-27 

1-15  Amity  Lake 

Fitzricks 

99 

1-31 

25-35  Belmont 

Burtons 

•t 

5 

2  Orangeville 

Freeland 

tt 

8,2? 

1,4  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

99 

12,27 

12,2  Allenberg  Bog 

Chappies 

91 

13 

15  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

it 

26 

2  Jamestown 

Sundell 

Purple  Finch 

it 

1-31 

4-10  Belmont 

Burtons 

99 

4,17,18 

1,4,1  Lewiston 

ICLabundes 

House  Finch 

99 

1-31 

1-6  Eggertsville 

Hulls 

99 

1-31 

6-10  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

99 

1-31 

15-22  Olean 

Fornesses 

Common  Redpoll 

99 

6 

5  North  Java 

Freeland 

99 

22 

1  Snyder 

DeKleine 

Pine  Siskin 

99 

25 

6  Oakland  Rural  Cem. 

Klabundes 

'Savannah  Sparrow 

91 

20F 

1  near  Pembroke 

Foster,  McMichael 
Wilcove 

it 

26 

2  News te ad 

Mitchell , Burch , 
et  al. 

Field  Sparrow 

99 

10 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

White-crowned  Sparrow  " 

1-31 

2  Belmont 

Burtons 

White-throated.  Sparroxsr" 

1-31 

2-4  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

99 

1-31 

2  Belmont 

Burtons 

1-6, 

13,18-24 

1-5  Eggertsville 

Hulls 

99 

11 

1  Williamsville 

Freeland 

99 

31 

2  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Fox  Sparrow 

91 

18F 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

9V 

21-25 

1  Belmont 

A.  Watkins 

Swamp  Sparrow 

99 

13 

1  Allegheny  Res. 

Fornesses 

99 

27 

1  Allenberg  Bog, 

Chappies 

Lapland  Long spur 

99 

6 

1  Bennington  Center 

Freeland 

Snow  Bunting 

it 

13 

12  Sheldon 

Hulls 

99 

20 

12  Amity 

Fitzricks 

99 

20 

12  Arcade 

B.  Smalley 
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Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  •  •  •  •  •  . 

Total  for  year 


111 

19 

130 


B.O.S,  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 

FEBRUARY  13  —  Four  members  from  the  Buffalo  area  met  Jamestown  birders 
for  a  day  of  winter  birding  on  the  Southern  Tier.  Although  light  to  moderate  snow 
fell  during  much  of  the  day,  the  weather  was  neither  unusual  nor  unpleasant  for 
late  winter.  A  flock  of  26  Cedar  Waxwings  was  observed  at  the  Kennedy  exit  of  the 
Southern  Tier  Expressway,  and  an  American  Robin  was  found  in  an  apple  tree  near  the 
village  of  Ivory.  An  adventurous  trip  up  Little  Bone  Run  Road  took  us  through  ex¬ 
cellent  Turkey  habitat,  but  the  closest  we  came  was. talking  with  a  farmer  who  had 
seen  one  the  previous  day.  Proceeding  to  Allegheny  Reservoir,  we  came  upon  the  bird 
of  the  day,  an  adult  Bald  Eagle  perched  at  close  range  in  a  large  tree  between  the 
.frozen  reservoir  and  the  road.  The  bird  was  close  enough  for  us  to  observe  the 
massive  yellow  bill  and  yelloitf  legs  and  feet  before  it  flew.  The  enormous  excite¬ 
ment  of  our  brief  but  thrilling  encounter  with  the  now  uncommon  national  bird  made 
up  for  an  otherwise  disappointing  scarcity  of  birds,  which  totaled  27  species.  Along 
Frissell  Road  at  Frewsburg,  we  noted  two  Rusty  Blackbirds  and  two  Brown-headed  Cow- 
birds  at  a  farm  just  north  of  the  open  riverbottom  pastures  where  several  hundred 
Mallards  and  Black  Ducks  winter...  Cur  final  activity  was  an  early  afternoon  lunch 
and  visit  in  the  recently  dedicated  Roger  Tory  Peterson  Nature  Interpretive  Build¬ 
ing  at  Jamestown  Audubon  Society’s  Burge son  Sanctuary. 

—  Bob  Sundell  &  Clarence  Beal 

MARCH  13  —  A  cold  front  following  an  unusually  warm  night  sent  15  bird¬ 
ers  scurrying  for  warmer  clothing  before  setting  off  at  8:00  a.m.  for  Canada  and 
the  Niagara  Loop.  Large  rafts  of  ducks,  mostly  Greater  Scaups,  Common  Goldeneyes, 
Buffleheads  and  Common  Mergansers,  were  found  just  East  of  the  edge  of  the  ice  in 
Lake  Erie.  Among  them  were  nine  Red-necked  Grebes,  a  life  bird  for  several  of  the 
group  and  the  highlight  of  the  day’s  birding.  Horned  and  Pied-billed  Grebes  were 
also  seen  as  well  as  13  species  of  ducks.  There  was  a  second-year  Glaucous  Gull 
at  Niagara  Falls  and  two  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  over  the  river  at  the  Queenston  dock. 

Land  birds  were  hard  to  find  although  most  of  the  winter  residents  and  a  few  early 
transients  were  recorded.  Very  few  land  birds  were  seen  on  Grand  Island.,  but  at 
our  last  stop,  Sunken  Island,  there  were  14  Whistling  Swans,  a  pleasant  sight  with 
which  to  end  our  day,  A  total  of  44  species  was  seen. 

—  Pauline  Schwartz  &  Frances  Rew 
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NOTES 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk  Captures  Mourning  Doves 

Many  of  us  have  spotted  a  hawk  carrying  or  holding  its  prey,  and  we  may 
have  watched  one  while  it  was  feeding.  We  also  may  have  seen. a  hawk  dive  out  of 
sight  and  reappear  carrying  food,  and  on  numerous  occasions  we  may  have  seen  hawks 
attack  and  miss  their  intended  victims.  But  how  many  times  have  we  had  a  good 
close  view  of  the  capture  itself  and  all  the  subsequent  procedures,  including  the 
entire  meal?  Here  is  the  account  of  the  most  recent  of  my  own  few  such  sightings. 

January  18,  1977*  12:13  p.m.  I  was  watching  a  Mourning  dove,  several 
Cardinals,  and  about  a  dozen  Tree  Sparrows  feeding  together  beneath  a  low-spread¬ 
ing  tree  just  across  my  driveitfay  from  the  house,  when  a  large  immature  Sharp- 
shinned  Hawk  suddenly  dashed  among  them  as  they  exploded  from  the  ground •  The 
hawk,  obviously  aiming  at  the  dove,  sped  through  the  smaller  birds  just  after  they 
had  barely  risen  from  the  feeding  area,  the  hawk  appearing  to  brush  several  of  them 
out  of  its  way  in  minor  collisions  as  it  headed  single-mindedly  for  the  dove,  which 
it  struck  as  it  was  about  two  feet  off  the  ground.  For  three  or  four  seconds  there 
was  a  nondescript  mass  of  dove,  hawk  and  flapping  wings,  which  then  dropped  and  land 
ed  with  the  hawk  on  top,  the  dove'  shortly  becoming  quiet.  They  were  33  feet  from 
the  window  where  I  was  watching. 

12:15  p.m.  The  Sharp-shin  tried  to  fly  away  with  its  prey  in  its  claws, 
but  could  not  lift  it  off  the  ground. 

12:16  p.m.  Aftern  turning  its  kill  belly-side  up,  the  hawk,  standing 
on  it  with  both  feet  at  all  times,  began  plucking  the  dove's  feathers,  starting  at 
the  neck  and  working  down  the  venter  to  the  tail,  occasionally  eating  a  bit  of  skin 
or  flesh  or  a  portion  of  entrails  as  it  progressed.  It  then  pulled  out  the  tail 
feathers  one  or  two  at  a  time. 

12s30  p.m.  It  stopped  removing  feathers  and  began  concentrating  on  eat¬ 
ing,  starting  near  the  tail  and  working  forward,  first  eating  the  entrails  and 
internal  organs,  then  the  breast. 

12:36  p.m.  A  Red-tailed  Hawk  flew  in  and  lit  in  a  tree  130  feet  away. 

The  Sharp-shin  saw  it  and  "froze," 

12:50  p.m.  The  Red-tail  flew  about  40  feet  over  the  Sharp- shin  and  lit 
about  80  feel:  away  from  it  in  another  tree. 

12:58  p.m.  The  Red-tail  flew  back  to  its  original  tree.  The  Sharp- 
shin  still  remained  motionless. 
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Sharp-shinned  Hawk  Captures  Mourning  Doves,  cont. 

1:30  p c m e  The  Red-tail  flew  away.  I  recognized  it  as  one  of  three 
Red-tails  that  came  daily  to  watch  the  birds  and  squirrels  at  the  feeding  areas, 
yet  never  seemed  able  to  catch  anything.  Occasionally  one  would  try,  but  never 
even  came  close,  and  I  had  seen  no  signs  of  mice  for  several  weeks  because  of  the 
extremely  deep  snow,  so  I  knew  these  hawks  must  be  desperately  in  need  of  food, 
yet  this  one  did  not  even  make  an  experimental  feint  at  the  Sharp-shin,  It  un¬ 
doubtedly  kneif  the  Accipiter  could  easily  out-maneuver  it  in  any  encounter,  such 
as  an  attempt  to  steal  its  closely-guarded  meal.  After  the  Red-tail  Idft,  the 
Sharp-shin  resumed  eating  after  being  "frozen"  for ,54  minutes  throughout  the 
larger  raptor's  threatening  presence, 

1:55  p,m.  Its  crop  bulging  full,  the  Sharp-shin  flew  away  with  the 
remains  of  the  carcass,  1  hour  and  42  minutes  after  the  kill. 

It  had  spent  14  minutes  plucking  feathers,  removing  only  the  ventral 
plumage  and  tail.  It  had  spent  another  31  minutes  eating,  apparently  completely 
gorging  itself  in  that  time. 

The  fantastic  speed  of  the  Accipiter's  stoop  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that  its  approach  must  have  been  visible  for  some  ?0  to  90  feet,  the  latter  part 
of  which  was  across  at  least  50  feet  of  open  snow-covered  lawn  immediately  be¬ 
fore  it  struck,  and  yet  none  of  the  birds  at  the  site  of  its  attack  had  managed 
to  fly  more  than  about  3  feet,  some  only  1  or  2  feet  or  less  by  the  moment  the 
hawk  was  among  them.  Yet  they  had  had  abundant  opportunity  to  become  well  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  this  type  of  hawk  and  its  intentions  by  daily  visits  both  by  it  and  a  very 
similar-looking  small  Cooper's  Hawk  during  several  immediately  preceding  weeks. 

It  must  not  be  assumed  that  all  hawks  or  all  Sharp- shins  or  even  the 
same  individuals  always  attack,  prepare,  or  eat  their  prey  in  the  same  manner, 

A  few  weeks  earlier,  this  same  hawk  killed  another  Mourning  Dove  in  the  very  same 
spot,  then  stood  on  it  four  or  five  minutes  and  then  laboriously  carried  it  away 
without  yet  plucking  a  feather. 

Prior  to  my  acquaintance  with  this  particular  individual  I  had  not  thought 
of  Sharp-shinned  Hawks  as  killing  birds  as  large  as  Mourning  Doves,  -let  alone  seek¬ 
ing  them  out  specifically  while  ignoring  smaller  birds.  Therefore  it  seemed  wise 
to  check  the  hawk's  identification  very  carefully,  which  I  did. 

Its  tail  was  as  square-cut  as  many  Sharp-shinned  Hawks,  much  more  so  than 
any  Cooper's  Hawk  I  have  seen  in  the  wild  or  in  museum  collections.  The  ventral 
streaks  had  a  breadth  and  a  strong  rusty  or  rufous-brown  color  characteristic  of 
the  great  majority  of  immature  Sharp-shins,  and  very  uncommon  among  immature 
Cooper's  Hawks,  whose  ventral  streaks  are  typically  much  more  narrow  and  dark 
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brownish  gray  or  gray-brown,  with  no  tinge  of  rufous,  I  examined  the  tarsal  feather¬ 
ing  carefully  and  judged  it  to  have  the  limited  extent  typical  of  Sharp-shin,  not 
Cooper’s,  I  carefully  looked  for  and  found  a  particular  part  of  a  particular  live 
twig  on  a  branch  near  the  hawk  that  by  direct  comparison  appeared  to  be  the  same 
thickness  as  that  of  the  side  of  the  Sharp-shin* s  tarsus,  and  whose  measurement 
after  the  hawk  had  gone  was  3*6  mm,,  typical  of  a  Sharp-shin  and  considerably  be- 
low  that  of  the  smallest  Cooper* s  Hawk  in  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  collection. 
The  bird  was  clearly  a  typical  large  Sharp- shinned  Hawk,  appearing  to  be  near 
maximum  size  for  the  species. 

Harold  H.  Axtell,  R.  R,  #1,  Fort  Erie,  Ontario 


BIRDS  AT  MY  FEEDER 

We  start  our  feeders  about  the  first  of  October  and  stop  feeding  about  the 
first  of  May  after  the  White-throated  Sparrows  move  through  on  the  way  north.  Most 
birds,  even  seed  eaters,  turn  to  the  proteinaceous  insects  for  the  summer  months. 

But  those  who  maintain  feeders  through  the  summer  are  often  rewarded  by  such  birds 
as  Evening  Grosbeaks  bringing  their  young  to  feeders  as  happened  last  summer  to  the 
VanScoys,  Mrs.  Rose,  and  the  Burtons.  -  . 

>  •  ,1  1 

Feeding  birds  should  be  thought  of  as  an  exercise  in  aesthetics.  You 
certainly  are  not  helping  these  Wild  creatures  in  their  attempts  at  survival.  A 
feeder  with  its  nearby  glass  windows  and  predators,  such  as,  Northern  Shrikes  and 
Cooper’s  Hawks  can  hardly  be  called  a  safe  harbour.  So  enjoy  the  bright  colors 
against  the  snow  or  the  subtle  greys  and  browns.  Not  just  the  colors,  but  the  way 
they  handle  seed • 

Watch  a  chickadee  select  a  perfect  seed,  carry  it  to  a  horizontal  limb, 
place  it  between  its  feet  and  hammer  it  open  with  reckless  abandon-  a  misplaced 
peck  could  mean  a  toe.  The  titmouse  selects  a  seed,  carries  it  to  a  more  remote 
spot  (they  are  more  wild  in  the  north)  and  wedge  rather  delicately  to  pop  off  the 
seed  cover.  The  nuthatch,  because  he  is  a  trunk  walker,  carries  the  seed  to  a  tree 
trunk,  wedges  it  into  a  cranny  of  the  bark  and  opens  the  seed  with  a  well  placed 
spearing  action. 

Blue jays  come  in  winter  flocks  and  sometimes  stay  to  open  a  seed,  holding 
it  between  the  feet,  like  a  big  chickadee  but  more  often  they  shovel  up  about 
25  sunflower  seeds,  fly  to  a  relatively  distant  stump  and  store  them.  I  remember 
the  bird  artist  George  Sutton  dissecting  one  once  to  see  if  they  had  a  pouch,  as 
he  found  in  the  beautiful  Green  Jay  of  Mexico,  Apparently  they  don’t.  They  merely 
fill  up  the  area  of  the  mouth  and  throat,  which  before  they  fly  away,  can*t  be  shut 
tight  for  all  the  seeds. 
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The  woodpeckers,  Hai^  and  Downy,  spend  most  of  their  time  at  the  suet 
and  occassionally  a  Brown  Creeper  passes  by  quickly  picking  up  small  pieces  of  suet 
dropped  by  the  woodpeckers  (along  with  our  Labrador  Retriever.)  Our  one  Carolina 
Wren,  with  his  big  feet  and  upturned  tail,  splits  his  time  between  the  suet  and  a 
small  dish  of  peanut  butter.  The  wren  sometimes  walks  on  the  tree  trunk  like  a 
nuthatch  and  stays  under  cover  as  much  as  possible,  being  particularly  afraid  of  the 
Blue jays e 

The  Tree  Sparrows,  White-throated  Sparrows,  towhees  and  juncos  feed  on 
the  scratch  of  cracked  corn  thrown  out  on  the  ground.  The  Towhee  double  scratches, 
with  both  feet  at  a  time.  The  Juncos,  Tree  Sparrows,  and  White- throats  scratch  less 
often.  But,  they  scratch  with  both  feet  too,  but  how  about  other  sparrows?  How  about 
the  Turkey? 

It's  mot  just  the  way  the  birds  feed  that  is  fun  to  watch  and  describe  but 
it's  fun,  too,  to  watch  their  behavior.  In  late  March  and  April  you  may  see  the 
Cardinals,  chickadees,  Blue jays,  and  nuthatches  courtship  feeding.  The  male  feeding 
the  female  to  keep  the  romance  from  fading.  When  a  Blue jay  gets  too  close  to  another 
Blue  jay,  up  goes  the  crest  as  if  to  say,  "scat".1  The  White-breasted  Nuthatch  forms 
its  pair  bond  in  August  and  they  remain  paired  through  the  winter,;  It  seems  to  me 
as  though  the  lighter  headed  female  (pun  not  intended)  comes  in  first  and  while  she 
is  getting  her  seed,  the  male  watches  for  that  Cooper's  Hawk  from  a  different  angle 
on  the  tree  trunk.  Is  there  something  about  the  tree  trunk  life  that  has  determined 
the  unusual  timing  of  pair-bond  formation? 

Don't  be  anthropomorphic  about  bird  watching.  Try  to  enjoy  them  aesthet¬ 
ically,  to  sharpen  your  powers  of  observation  and  your  appreciation  of  their  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  totality  of  life. 

Stephen  B.  Eaton 

Reprinted  from  The  Catbird  ( Vol, 2:1, 1977 ), Publication  of  the  Cattaraugus  County 
Bird  Club,  with  permission  of  author. 


Following  is  the  report  on  my  Rehabilitation  Project  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1976.  I  hold  a  Federal  Special  Purpose  Permit  for  these  activities, 
as  well  as  a  State  Permit.  My  facilities  are  located  at  my  home  on  the  Haskell  Road. 

A11  birds  of  prey  ( raptors )are  accepted.  The  individuals  are  treated, 
banded  and  released  back  to  the  wild . 

Hopefully  this  will  be  of  interest  to  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 

Members-, 

Mary  C.  Forness,  3086  Haskell  Road,  R.D,  #2,  Cuba,  N.Y.  14727 
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.AN  EXPLANATION  OF  FOBBING  BEHAVIOR  IN  PASSERINE  BIRDS 

t 

ITHACA,  N.Y#  —  The  biggest  thing  about  a  chickadee  is  its  voice,  but  it 
often  will  harass  and  even  attack  large  predators  such  as  hawks  and  owls.  Such 
"mobbing"  behavior  seems  risky,  but,  because  it  is  so  common,  it  must  help  song 
birds — or  their  offspring— survive . 

Douglas  Shedd,  a  Fh.D.  candidate  in  the  Section  of  Ecology  and  Systematics 
at  Cornell,  has  discovered  that  mobbing,  which  attempts  to  drive  the  predator  away, 
is  especially  common  during  the  breeding  season  when  birds  have  a  big  investment — 
their  young — to  protect.  At  other  times  of  the  year,  it  may  be  more  prudent  for  the 
birds  to  keep  the  predator  under  surveillance  than  to  risk  being  eaten  while  attack¬ 
ing  it. 

Shedd  used  stuffed  predators  and  tape  recordings  of  their  calls  to  study 
the  mobbing  behavior  of  a  variety  of  migratory  and;  year-round  resident  species.  He 
found  that  experiments  using  a  stuffed  screech  owl  and  recorded  call  were  very 
effective  for  attracting  birds  of  blue  jay  size  and  smaller,  which  make  up  a  large 
percentage  of  the  screech  owl's  diet. 

Shedd  ran  his  experiments  more  than  1,200  times  and  found  that  the  same 
stimulus  (stuffed  bird  and  recording)  evoked  a  complex  mix  of  behaviors  from  fleeing 
from  the  predator  to  attacking  it„ 

"It's  hard  to  explain  mobbing  solely  in  terms  of  individual  survival  be¬ 
cause  the  mobbing  bird  is  putting  itself  in  danger,"  Shedd  said.  "The  other  explana¬ 
tion— and  the  one  my  data  support— is  that  mobbing  is  used  by  birds  who  are  protect¬ 
ing  their  nests  and  young  and  to  a  lesser  extent  by  those  who  have  a  defined  home 
range  or  territory." 

Chickadees,  which  live  in  the  Ithaca  area  year-round  and  have  territories 
in  summer  and  home  ranges  in  winter,  show  mobbing  behavior  throughout  the  year,  but 
it  is  more  intense  during  the  breeding  season. 

Robins,  which  usually  migrate  to  warmer  areas  in  winter,  progressed  from 
silently  observing  the  dummy  predator  to  actually  attacking  it  as  the  breeding  season 
advanced,  Shedd  said.  ’ 

When  male  robins,  which  migrate  earlier  in  spring  than  the  females,  first 
arrived  in  Ithaca  they  silently  investigzted  Shedd' s  decoy.  Once  they  had  establish¬ 
ed  territories  they  gave  alarm  calls  when  they  investigated  the  decoy.  After  the 
nest  was  built  and  eggs  laid,  both  parents  frequently  investigated  the  decoy,  and 
when  young  were  in  the  nest  both  parents  frequently  attacked  it  in  an  attempt  to 
evict  the  predator  from  their  territory.  The  mobbing  behavior  dropped  off  after  the 
young  had  left  the  nest* 
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Fobbing,  cont. 

If  mobbing  actually  is  a  method  of  protecting  the  nest,  robins  on  their 
wintering  grounds,  where  they  do  not  maintain  territories,  should  not  take  the  risk 
of  mobbing  predators,  Shedd  reasoned.  He  confirmed  his  theory  by  observing  winter¬ 
ing  robins  in  Florida,  where  they  avoided  the  decoy, 

A  further  test  of  the  theory  was  to  look  at  the  cowbird — a  species  which 
defends  no  territory  and  lays  its  eggs  in  the  nests  of  other  birds  to  be  raised  by 
foster  parents.  As  expected,  the  cowbirds  investigated  the  decoys  but  did  not  risk 
mobbing  them. 

One  cold  February  day  last  year,  Shedd  received  further  proof  that  mobbing 
is  more  intense  when  birds  are  restricted  to  a  specific  home  range,  A  pair  of  robins, 
having  skipped  the  trip  south,  were  living  in  a  sumac  thicket  near  a  local  stream. 

They  were  feeding  on  the  sumac  berries  and  using  the  thick  vegetation  to  stay  out  of 
the  wind  as  best  they  could, 

"There  was  literally  no  other  place  for  them  to  go,  and  fahen  I  played  my 
tape,  they  rushed  in  to  mob  the  stuffed  owl,"  he  recalled. 

Another  interesting  finding  is  that  although  the  sound  of  a  predator  often 
will  bring  in  birds  from  quite  a  distance,  only  pairs  whose  nests  are  nearby  will 
mob  the .predator , 

"The  others  sit  around  and  watch— it* s  safer  that  way.  If  they  helped, 
they  might  just  drive  the  predator  into  their  own  territory,"  Shedd  said.  "But  once 
the  predator  is  in  the  air,  all  the  birds  join  in  the  attack.  My  theory  is  that 
they  are  trying  to  keep  the  predator  moving  out  of  the  area • " 

Shedd  concluded  that  it  is  always  to  the  advantage  of  the  prey  to  know 
where  its  predators  are  and  that  if  the  prey  is  restricted  to  a  territory  it  is 
adaptive  to  try  to  drive  the  predator  out.  For  birds  that  keep  territories  year- 
round,  it  is  advantageous 'to  mob  predators  year-round.  For  migrants  that  don*t  keep 
winter  territories,  it  makes  more  sense  to  just  keep  an  eye  on  predators  and  avoid 
them  during  the  non-breeding  season. 

The  tales  of  bird  watchers  who  have  seen  mobbing  in  action  have  helped 
Shedd  formulate  and  test  his  theories,  and  he  is  interested  in  hearing  from  anyone 
with  an  unusual  observation  to  report.  He  can  be  reached  through  the  Section  of 
Ecology  and  Systematics,  Langmuir  Laboratory,  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.Y,  14853* 

Ond  last  word  for  bird  watchers.  Simulating  a  predator  is  one  good  way 
of  attracting  birds  to  where  you  are.  Just  record  the  call  of  a  screech  owl  (it  is 
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Mobbing,  cont. 

easy  if  you  can  borrow  a  record  of  bird  songs)  onto  a  cassette  tape  and  play  it  at 
loud  volume  in  the  field.  Birds  of  many  species  will  come  right  in — perhaps  even 
landing  on  the  tape  recorder—— usually  within  five  minutes,  Shedd  said. 

-end- 


Reprinted  from  Release  of  Office  of  Public  Information,  Cornell  University 

PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Regular  meetings  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  at  the  Mustum  of  Science  are 
in  recess  until  September.  Have  a  pleasant  summer! 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS  '  v 


June  24  -  26;  Adirondacks  Weekend ... "Mountaineering  with  the  Federation. " 

An  outing  in  conjunction  with  birders  from  all  over  New 
York,  members  of  the  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs. 
Here’s  a  chance  for  both  of  those  Three-toed  Woodpeckers,  may¬ 
be  even  a  Spruce  Grouse .  Trips  will  be  led  to  little-visited 
sections  of  our  state's  most  unique  habitats.  Federation  con¬ 
tact  for  full  particulars,  Mary  Ann  Sunderlin  of  Rochester 
(tel.  l-671-22io);  local  leader  for  B.O.S.,  Dick  Byron 
(tel.  856-2969  -  days.)  Headquarters  will  be  the  Mirror  Lake 
Inn,  Lake  Placid,  and  trailer  sites  are  available  at  nearby 
Whiteface  KOA  Center.  There  will  be  n  option  to  stay  over 
until  Monday,  June  27th,  idiich  would  permit  a  full  day's  bird- 
ing  on  Sunday.  The  drive  from  Buffalo  is  approximately  six 
hours.  Interested  members  should  first  telephone  Mrs.  Sunderlin 
to  obtain  full  particulars  and  make  reservations.  Then,  tele¬ 
phone  Mr.  Byron  to  indicate  your  participation,  volunteer  car 
space,  seek  car  pooling  help  etc.  All  reservations  should  be 
completed  no  later  than  Wednesday,  June  15th,  with  both  parties. 

July  31st;  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie . . . "Where  the  shorebirds  are." 

Co-leaders,  Bill  Vaughan  (tel,  773“34l9”hights)  and  Marie 
Wendling  (tel,  632-6625.)  We  will  meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the 
Vermont  &  Busti  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge,  or  catch  us 
at  8:15  at  the  first  parking  lot  south  qf  the  Peace  Bridge 
along  the  Canadian  bank  of  the  Niagara  River. 
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HUMBER  5 


tures  between  the^th  and^the^th^a^f ' °^ble t  A  brief  Period  of  very  low  tempera- 
temperature  for  the  month  o^  a  &^adual  warming  with  a  high 

Precipitation  measured  1  60  nnnH  *  °5  Aprl1  21si;  and  a  return  to  cooler  weather, 

no  snow  flurries  after  the  8th?  &  'eParbure  0±  inches  from  the  norm  with 

2.1°  above  normal  and  winds  were  ^beHav?ra?®  temPe^ature  for  the  month  was  47.0°  (p)» 

as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  InLrnational  lirportTf1^17,  (Mete0r°logical  data 

fowl,  r  a  p  t  o  r  s  ^  nd  a  s  ho  rebird  s  \  hr  o  u  p- h  *  S°°d  tnovement  of  ^grating  waders,  water- 

pated  influx  of  smaU  passerine  ^  FT' ’  By  m°nth's  end’  howeve^  the  a*tici- 

of  most  early  warblers  a  week  late^  th  S  had  n0t  materialized  with  the  arrival  dates 
flight  during  the  period  occurred  on  th^  aye£age*  Th?  big.  nocturnal  passerine 
Purple  Finches  being  reported  from  e  S  fLfht  °f  April  IS- 19  with  a  large  number  of 

Hermit  brushes  and  White-throated  Sorrows  alsoHMe^deno^0""130111^  Sapsuokers' 

Conservation  Area  at  toiLby^Ontarif  yoords  in  APril •  The  hawk  watchers  at  Beamer 
The  writer  had  an  early  BroId-wiMUhr  rf  *■ g0w1  fli?ht  throughout  the  period, 
sunny  April  12th.  T^e  flrshm^or  ^  Y  *NSit  to  this  lotion  on  a  warm  and 
served  by  Arthur  Clark  at  Pinehurst  oMtL°01dT  °TOr  10°  birds>  WaS  ob_ 

20th.  On  the  following  day,  Robert  Andnl  °W  M01"®  R°ad  in  Harabur?  on  April 

hurst  between  7:00  and  8:00  a.m  These  oh  recof?ed  305  Broad-winged  Hawks  at  Pine- 
conditions  for  spring  hawk  watchins  name!  frVa  10”s  Mere  made  unr,er  near  optimum 
Her  15  m.p.h.  It  was  also  a  memorfble  monfh  P™  daysJith  southwesterly  winds  un- 
Freeland  had  a  total  of  508  Pectoral  SandnP  for.  shorebirds.  On  April  16th,  Oayid 

Of  Newstead  and  Clarence  in  northern  ErieXn^n So^ryTrly 
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Dunlin  at  Times  Beach  on  April  13th.  On  the  22nd,  he  had  32  Common  Snipe  at  Times 
Beach  and  on  the  following  day  the  number  was  augmented  to  at  least  fifty  birds  of 
this  species  seen  there* 

Other  records  of  interest  for  the  month  include  an  adult  male  European 
Wigeon,  first  seen  by  Barbara  Walker  at  Langford  Pond  near  North  Collins  on  the  10th. 
This  bird  was  subsequently  seen  there  by  many  birders  during  the  month.  Marcya 
Foster  observed  a  Snowy  Egret  flying  over  the  hawk  look-out  at  Pinehurst  in  the  Town 
of  Hamburg  on  April  10th  and  there  were  an  unusually  large  number  of  sightings  of 
Great  Egret  including  one  bird  at  Times  Beach  on  the  25th  which  was  not  formally  re¬ 
ported.  Fran  Rew  and  her  birding  companions  had  the  rare  good  fortune  to  find  three 
Pine  Warblers,  two  males  and  a  female,  at  the  Tifft  Farm  Nature  Preserve  on  April 
20th. 


The  B.O.S.  Field  Trip  on  April  17th  was  unusuallir  productive  from  the  stand¬ 
point  of  interesting  records  and  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  account  of  the  lead¬ 
ers,  Alice  and  Bill  Me Kale ,  elsewhere  in  these  pages. 


Joseph  F,  Thill,  36  .Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  14217 
NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  *Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario*  (B.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files 
of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


*  -  Indicates  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 


Common  Loon  April 

If 

ft 

!» 

II 

Red-necked  Grebe  " 

Horned  Grebe  ” 

ft 

II 

'■'Double-crested  Cormorant 


6,23,24 

1  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

7,14 

1,1  Allegany  S.P. 

Elder kin 

16 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Burtons,  et  al. 

17 

10  Carlton 

Me  Kales,  (B'.O.S, ) 

24 

3  Cassadaga  Lake 

Andrle,Lown,  et  al 
(B.O.S. 

17 

75  Yates-Carlton  Twp. 

McKales,  (B.O.S.) 

10 

212  Allegheny  Res. 

Fornesses 

14 

60  Allegany  S.P, 

Elderkin 

16 

33  Cuba  Lake 

Burtons,  et  al. 

23 

1  Buffalo  (Buffalo  R.) 

Amdrle,  et  al. 
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•  J  . 

Great  Blue  Heron  April 

17 

53  .Allegany 

Fornesses 

*Greeh  Heron 

VI 

18 

30  Carrollton 

Fornesses 

M 

21F 

1  Lake view 

Andrle 

*Great  Egret 

II 

II 

23 

12 

1  Belmont 

2  Allegheny  Res. 

Burtons 

Elder kin 

II 

13 

1  Tonawanda  WMA. 

Olsen 

II 

14 

1  Allegany  S.P. 

Elderkin 

II 

23 

2  Kiantone  Twp. 

Elder kin 

Snowy  Egret 

n 

23, >24 

1  Langford  Pond 

Freeland, et  aljv.o. 

M 

10 

1  Hamburg  (Pine hurst) 

Foster 

"■Black- crowned  Night 

Heron 

1 

24  Niagara  Falls 

Rew,  Schwartz 

II 

9,12,24 

2  South  Park 

Rew,  et  al. 

American  Bittern 

u 

17 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Me  Kale  s , A  ndr le , e ta 1 

n 

20 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Foster 

Whistling  Swan 

11 

10 

56  Allegheny  Res. 

Fornesses 

11 

29 

4  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Snow  Goose 

it 

17 

1  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Me  Kale  s, (B.O.S. ) 

Black  Duck 

ii 

10 

50  A  lie  ghe  ny  Re  s . 

Fornesses 

.Pintail 

11 

10 

157  Allegheny  Res. 

Fornesses 

European  Wigeon 

11 

12,16,23 

1  Langford  Pond 

P, Andrle , Freeland, 

et  al , 

American  Wigeon 

II 

10 

120  Allegheny  Res. 

Fornesses 

Common  Goldeneye 

11 

10 

109  Allegheny  Res. 

Fornesses 

Old squaw 

11 

8 

126  Langf  ord  Pond 

Chappies 

11 

10 

110  Allegheny  Res. 

Fornesses 

White-winged  Scoter 

11 

8 

2  Cassadaga  Lake 

Rew,  Buck 

11 

8 

9  Langford  Pond 

Chappies 

II 

16 

3  Olcott 

Freeland,  et  al. 

11 

17 

10  Yates-Carlton  Twp. 

McKales, (B.O.S. ) 

Surf  Scoter 

11 

30 

4  Langford  Pond 

Andrle, et  aljv.o. 

Ruddy  Duck 

II 

28 

13  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Common  Merganser 

II 

10 

190  Allegheny- Res, 

Fornesses 

Turkey  Vulture 

11 

10 

34  Hamburg  (Pine hurst) 

Foster,  et  al. 

11 

18 

16  Carrollton 

Fornesses 

Goshawk 

11 

30 

1  Allegany  Co. 

V.  Pitzrick 

Sharp-shinned.  Hawk 

11 

6 

1  Iroquois  NVJR 

Olsen 

n 

10 

12  Hamburg  (Pine hurst) 

Foster,  et  al. 

v  '  ’  ’ 

n 

16 

16  O’lcott-Wilson 

Freeland,  et  al. 

' 

11 

17 

25  Yates-Carlton  Twp, 

McKales, (B.O.S. ) 

. 

•1 

20 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

•  1 

20 

1  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

•'  :  ^  >  •  .*  “r  r 

tv 

21 

48  Lakeview 

Andrle 

■  ■“  •• 

II 

23,25,26  1 

,1,1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

V-  •  t:  f  . 

fl 

27 

1  Amherst 

Freeland 
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Cooper’s  Haitfk 

April 

6 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

1.1 

9 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle 

If 

15 

1  Oak  Orchard  area 

Mitchell 

II 

21 

1  Lake view 

Andrle 

It 

30 

1  Point  Gratiot 

Freeland,  et  al. 

II 

30 

1  Hanging  Bog 

Burtons,  et  al. 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

II 

10 

15  Hamburg  (Pine hurst) 

Foster,  et  al. 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

II 

16f,17 

1,1  West  Almond 

Burtons,  et  al. 

11 

17,20 

1,1  Amity 

Pitzricks 

II 

19 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

It 

21 

305  Lakevieitf 

Andrle 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

II 

7 

1  Randolph 

Elder kin 

11 

9 

2  Kent  Switch 

Re w , Fr a nk , U1 r i c h 

II 

11 

1  Allenburg  Bog 

Chappies 

II 

17 

6  Shadigee 

Me  Kales, et  al.(BOS) 

Bald  Eagle 

II 

2 

1  (imm.)  Iroquois  NWR 

Rew 

II 

17 

1  (imm.)  Shadigee 

Me Kales, (BOS) 

Osprey 

II 

5 

1  Burge son  Sanctuary 

Elder kin 

11 

12,26 

1,1  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

II 

12 

1  Allegheny  Res. 

Elderkin 

11 

16 

1  A  Ima 

Ives 

1» 

16 

1  Cuba  Marsh 

Burtons,'  et  al. 

11 

16 

2  Salamanca 

Fo  messes 

•  1 

16 

2  Cuba  Lake 

Fornesses 

II 

16,26 

2,1  Allegany 

Fo  messes 

19 

19 

1  Belfast 

Burtons 

91 

21  . 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

23 

1  Bird sail 

Burtons,  et  al. 

11 

23 

1  Eden 

Freeland,  et  al. 

11 

23 

1  Keeney 

V.  Pitzrick,  et  al. 

•  1 

24 

1  Langford  Pond 

Andrle , Lown, ( BOS) , 

IS 

24,26 

2,1  Amity 

Burtons 

II 

30 

1  Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

II 

30 

1  Hanging  Bog 

Burtons,  et  al. 

•  1 

30 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

30 

1  Langford  Pond 

Freeland , Foster , etal . 

19 

30 

1  Bladdell 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Merlin 

If 

13 

1  Amherst 

Freeland 

Virginia  Rail 

II 

21F 

1  Allegany 

Fornesses 

it 

22 

1  Times  Beach 

Andrle 

Common  Gallinule 

II 

24F 

1  Irving 

Andrle , Lown , ( BOS ) 

II 

24F 

1  East  Aurora 

Me  Kales 

American  Coot 

If 

10 

472  Allegheny  Res. 

Fornesses 

American  Golden  Plover" 

24 

5  South  Dayton 

Andrle , Lown , ( BOS ) 

Common  Snipe 

11 

22 

32  Times  Beach 

Andrle 
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)j( 

Upland  Sandpiper  April 

13F.14 

M 

14 

II 

22 

ji/ 

•  I 

25 

"Spotted  Sandpiper 

II 

16  F 

II 

16  F 

If 

19 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

If 

22 

II 

24 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

If 

2 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

II 

2 

19 

9 

If 

16 

II 

18 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

II 

9 

II 

16 

If 

16 

19 

24 

II 

28 

II 

30 

II 

30 

Least  Sandpiper 

If 

21F 

II 

13F 

n 

19,21 

11 

20 

Dowitcher 

if 

16 

Glaucous  Gull 

11 

1? 

^Bonaparte's  Gull 

ii 

16 

Common  Tern 

ft 

10F 

it 

12 

11 

12 

^Caspian  Tern 

it 

17F 

ii 

20 

11 

24 

Long-eared  Owl 

11 

1-3? 

U- Jhip-po  0  r-wi  11 

11 

24F 

'Chimney  S^ift 

11 

30F 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker" 

8 

11 

15 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

11 

16 

11 

16 

it 

30 

11 

30 

ii 

30 

*Ea stern  Kingbird 

if 

24F 

Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Gardiner 

Hamburg 

P,  Andrle 

Tifft  Farm 

Foster 

Kiantone  Twp.-Busti. 

Elder kin 

Newstead 

Freeland 

Clarence 

Freeland 

Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

Times  Beach 

Andrle 

S. Shore,  Lake  Erie 

And  rle ,  Lown ,  ( BOS ) 

Iroquois  NWR 

Rew 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse ,  Olsen 

Kent  Switch 

Rew , Fr a nk , Ulr i ch 

Newstead 

Freeland 

Almond  Darn 

ICLingensmith 

Kent  Switch 

Rew , Fra  nk , Ulr i c  h 

Newstead-Clarence 

Freeland 

Burge son  Sanctuary 

Elder kin 

South  Dayton 

Andrle,Lo wn,  et  al. 

Kiantone  Twp. 

Elderkin 

Smithville ,  Ont . 

Mitchell , Burch , e tal 

Langford  Pond 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Times  Beach 

Andrle 

Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Times  Beach 

Foster 

Burge son  Sanctuary 

Elderkin 

Yates-Carlton  Twp, 

McKales, (BOS) 

Lewiston 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Amity  Lake 

V,  Pitzrick 

Langford  Pond 

P.  Andrle 

Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

Carlton  Twp, 

McKales, (BOS) 

Strawberry  Island 

Sieracki 

S. Shore, Lake  Erie 

Andrle,Lown,et  al. 

Cuba 

Fornesses 

Hamburg 

Andrles 

East  Eden 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Evans 

Rew  - 

Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

Wilson 

Freeland,  et  al. 

4-Mile  Creek  S.P. 

Klabundes 

Wendt  Beach 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Point  Gratiot 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Ft •  Erie ,  Ont • 

Sommerville 

Villenova  Twp. 

A  ndr le , Lown , ( BOS ) 

2,1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

18 

12 

1 

1 

2 

31 

508 

20 

75 

88 

15 

15 

1 

2 

3,1 

3 

1 

1 

300 

1 

1 

20 

2 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 
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’"Bank  Swallow  April 

30F 

5  Hamburg ( Fine hurst) 

Freeland,  et  al. 

ff 

30F 

.  12  Dunkirk 

Freeland,  et  al. 

''Rough-winged  Swallow 

ff 

16  F 

6  Newfane 

Freeland,  et  al. 

ff 

19 

1  Times  Beach 

Andrle ,  Byron 

Barn  Swallow 

ff 

10 

1  Hamburg  (Pine hurst) 

Foster 

ff 

12 

2  Frewsburg 

Elder kin 

"Cliff  Swallow 

ff 

17F 

1  Bear  Lake 

Rew,  Buck 

ff 

23 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Andrle,  et  al. 

"Purple  Martin 

ff 

18F,22,24 

2,4,2  Belmont 

Burtons 

ff 

18 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

Tufted  Titmouse 

fl 

1-30 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

ff 

7,10,16-29 

1,1, 1-2  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

ff 

11 

2  Clarence 

Freeland 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

ff 

1-12 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

ff 

25 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

ff 

26 

1  South  Buffalo 

O'Dell 

ff 

29 

3  Bond's  Lake  Park 

Klabundes 

ff 

30 

1  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

*House  W^en 

ff 

24F 

1  Evans 

Andrle , Lown , ( BOS ) 

ff 

27-30 

2-*3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

If 

27 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

ff 

27 

1  Amity 

Pitzricks 

Carolina  Wren 

ff 

15 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Mockingbird 

ff 

30 

1  Point  Gratiot 

Freeland,  et  al. 

vGray  Catbird 

II 

22F 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Foster 

Brown  Thrasher 

ff 

14F 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

If 

20 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Foster 

American  Robin 

ff 

10 

200  Hamburg  (Flnehurst) 

Fos  ter,  et  al. 

Hermit  Thrush 

(1 

29 

5  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Eastern  Bluebird 

ff 

1-30 

2-5  Amity 

Pitzricks 

ff 

6 

1  Richburg 

V.  Pitzrick 

n 

10,17,30 

2  Allenburg  Bog 

Chappies 

m 

15 

1  Frewsburg 

Elder kin 

ft 

26 

1  Amity 

Burtons 

fi 

30 

3  Cattaraugus  Co. 

Chappies 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

if 

21F 

1  Delaxtfare  Park 

O'Dell 

n 

22 

1  Delaware  Park 

McMichael 

Ruby- cr owne d  Kinglet 

if 

12F 

2  Grand  Is.(BOSWR) 

Klabunde  s 

f! 

14 

3  South  Buffalo 

O'Dell 

Water  Pipit 

fl 

2 

1  Alabama 

Freeland 

If 

16 

50  Newstead 

Freeland 

If  J 

16 

40  Clarence 

Freeland 

If 

24 

3  Clarence 

McKales 

ff 

24 

2  Langford  Pond 

Klabundes 

Northern  Shrike 

ff 

9 

1  nr.  Allenburg  Bog 

J.  Chappie 
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Loggerhead  Shrike  April 

14  . 

1  Hamburg 

P.  Andrle 

sjc 

«« 

16 

1  Grand  Island 

Freeland 

Solitary  Vireo 

•1 

22F 

1  Jamestown 

Elderkin 

If 

27 

1  Williamsville 

Freeland 

tl 

27 

1  Amity 

V,  Pitzrick 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

30F 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Nashville  Warbler 

It 

27F 

1  Darien  Lake  S.P, 

Sieracki' 

n 

29 

1  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

It 

10  F 

2  Hamburg  area 

O'Dell 

A 

II 

13 

1  Duffe-rin  Is.,Ont, 

Klabundes  ■' 

Black- throated  Green  Warb. 

27F 

1  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

‘'Blackburnian  Warbler  . 

27F 

1  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

"Pine  Warbler 

V 

• 

20F 

3  Tifft  Farm 

Rew, Schwartz , Ulrich 

ii 

26-27 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

tt 

29 

1  Bond’s  Lake  Park 

Klabundes 

*Ovenbird. 

•1 

23F 

1  Medina 

Schrader  ,Cook 

Northern  Waterthrush 

11 

2§F 

1  Jamestown 

Elderkin 

* Bobolink 

ft 

30F 

1  Hanover-  . 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Northern  Oriole 

tt 

26  F 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Rusty  Blackbird 

•1 

14 

35  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

* 

ft 

16 

40  Clarence 

Freeland 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak'’ 

30F 

.  1  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

Evening  Grosbeak 

ft 

1-30 

20-10  Belmont 

Burtons 

ft 

1-25 

1-8  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

tt 

4 

4  Alfred  Area 

Klingensmith 

tt 

6-18 

3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

ft 

24 

1  Forest  Lawn 

McMichaal 

Purple  Finch 

ff 

24 

23  East  Amherst 

Freelands 

House  Finch 

11 

1-29 

nest  5  eggs  Snyder 

Freeland , Seuf ert , 

-  ' 

e t  al . 

' 

ff 

1-30 

<6-8  Eggertsville 

He Kales 

•1 

2-27 

2-8  North  Buffalo 

McMichael 

ft 

5>6 

2,1  Jamestown 

Elderkin 

ft 

14,18 

1,1  Belmont 

Burtons 

ff 

17 

2  Wellsville 

Pitzricks 

Pine  Siskin 

If 

7 

f  1  Hamburg 

A  ndrle  s 

Rufous- sided  Towhee 

If 

20 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

1 

•• 

20 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Foster 

Vesper  Sparrow 

11 

18 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

n 

21 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Tree  Sparrow 

11 

27 

1  Lewiston 

Klabuhdes 

11 

30L 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Chipping  Sparrow 

•1 

12 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland. 

Field  Sparrow 

ft 

13 

1  Amherst 

Freeland 

tt 

14 

1  Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

-  71  - 


Volume  43,  Number  5  "Noteworthy  Records"  cont. 


White-crowned  Sparrow  April 

1-30 

2  Belmont 

Burtons 

ft 

25F 

1  Fggertsville 

Me Kales 

m 

28 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

White-throated  Sparrow 

(1 

21 

70  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

tv 

21 

50  Buckhorn  Is.  S.P, 

Sieracki 

VI 

22 

50  Jamestown 

Elderkin 

Fox  Sparrow 

ft 

8-10 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

ft 

17 

1  Section  5 

McKales,  et 

al , 

IV 

19 

1  South  Buffalo 

O'Dell 

Species,  subspecies  and 

hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year 

130 

Species,  sub spe cie  s  and 

hybrids  recorded 

44 

174 

Includes  8  on  April  Count, 


1977  NESTING  RECORDS  -  1 

Great  Horned  Cwl  April  27  IN, It  Alfred  area  Klingensmith 

ORGANISATION.  •  ACTIVITIES 
Report  of  the  April  Bird  Count 

Date:  April  3 ,  1977 

Compiler:  .Edward  Fessler 

The  weather  for  this  year's  April  Count  was  cool,  ranging  throughout  the 
territory  from  38  degrees  in  the  morning  to  48  degrees  by  mid-afternoon..  Morning 
clouds  gave  way  to  partial  sunshine  in  the  afternoon.  Northwest  winds  varied  from 
10  to  25  mph. 

The  word  for  this  year's  count  is  "DOWN"  —  down  from  138  species  in  1976 
to  120  this  year,  and  from  an  individual  total  of  186,268  last  year  to  158,294  this 
year,  a  decrease  of  15  percent.  However,  for  most  species  the  count  is  actually 
down  considerably  more  as  Red-winged  Blackbird,  which  comprises  a  large  percentage 
of  the  total,  doubled  from  17,500  to  34,500. 

There  x^ere  no  rare  or  highly  unusual  species  sighted.  Most  of  the  migra¬ 
tory  species  starting  to  arrive  in  early  April  were  down  considerably  in  numbers, 
and  a  few  were  missing.  This  may  haye  been  due  to  the  earlier  date  of  the  census 
this  year  and  possibly,  to  some  extent,  to  the  severity  of  the  winter,  Canada  Goose, 
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for  example,  was  down  from  37,077  in  1976  to  24,154  in  1977,  and  American  Robin  was 
down  from  13*334  to  6,054, 

On  a  brighter  note,  Starling  counts  were  down  from  47,502  to  25,779* 

'  •'  \ 

In  the  species  summary  that  follows,  numbers  in  parentheses  following  the ■ 
individual  totals  indicate  Where  a  species  was  observed  in  three  or  less  Sections, 
An  asterisk  (*)  marks  a  species  new  for  the  B,0,S,  Territory  for  1977* 


Loons-Mergansers 

Common  Loon 

2 

(5,21) 

Red-necked  Grebe 

12 

(5,26) 

Horned  Grebe 

92 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

63 

Great  Blue  Heron 

123 

Black-crowned  Night 

Heron  r 

8 

(2.9) 

American  Bittern 

2 

(19,26) 

1'Jhistling  Swan 

320 

Canada  Goose  ..  '  24,154 

Snow  Goose 

1 

(6) 

Mallard 

1,001 

Black  Duck 

58 

Gadwall 

30 

Fintail 

66 

Green-winged  Teal 

100 

Blue-winged  Teal 

264 

American  Wigeon 

249 

Northern  Shove ler 

40 

Wood  Duck 

94 

Redhead 

555 

Ring-necked  Duck 

4l6 

Canvasback 

497 

Greater  Scaup 

3,180 

Lesser  Scaup 

1,356 

Common  Goldeneye 

922 

Bufflehead 

531 

Old squaw 

1,094 

White-winged  Scoter 

4 

(5,9) 

Ruddy  Duck 

13 

(3,5) 

Hooded  Merganser 

53 

Common  Merganser 

1,434 

Red-breasted  Mergan- 

ser 

1,305 

Vultures-Rails 

1  5 

Turkey  Vulture 

73 

Goshawk 

3  (26,28) 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

3  (14,19) 

,  Cooper* s  Hawk 

13 

Red -tailed  Hawk 

187  . 

Red -shouldered  Hawk 

24 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

6 

Marsh  Hawk 

24 

Osprey 

1  (28) 

American  Kestrel 

252 

Ruffed  Grouse 

20 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

36 

Turkey 

50 

American  Coot 

191 

Shorebirds 

Killdeer 

537 

American  Woodcock 

51 

^Common  Snipe 

26 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

2  (28) 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

5  (6,25). 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

51  (22,26) 

■  t  *  *  v  i 

Jaegers-Owls 

Glaucous  Gull 

1  (5) 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

7  (6,7,11) 

Herring  Gull 

401 

Ring-billed  Gull 

6,838 

Bonaparte* s  Gull 

786 

Rock  Dove 

1,410 

Mourning  Dove 

631 

Screech  Owl 

3  (3,28) 

Great  Horned  Owl 

14 
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April  Bird  Count,  cont. 
Jaegers-Qwls , cont , 


Barred  Owl 
Long-eared  Owl 
Short-eared  Owl 

Whip-poor-wills  -Creepers 


Belted  Kingfisher 
Common  Flicker 
Fileated  Woodpecker 
Red-bellied  Woodpecker 
Red-hedded  Woodpecker 
Yellow-bellied  Fapsucker 
Hairy  Woodpecker 
Downy  Woodpecker 
Eastern  Phoebe 
Horned  Lark 
Eaa„  alpestris 
E.a.  praticola 

Tree  Swallow 
Barn  Swallow 
Blue  Jay 
Common  Crow 
Black-capped  Chickadee 
Tufted  Titmouse 
White-breasted  Nuthatch 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch 
Brown  Creeper 


Wrens- Vire os 


Warblers-House  Sparrows 


Yellow-rumped  Warbler 
House  Sparrow 


5 

2 

2 


71 

230 

9 

10 

12 

4 

120 

280 

75 


55 

289 

234 

1 

574 

2,378 

838 

17 

185 

11 

45 


(5,23,28) 

(25) 

(6) 


(19) 

(3.5.28) 

(11.20.28) 


(15) 

(23) 


Icterid  s-Fringillid  s 

Eastern  Meadowlark 
Red-winged  Blackbird 
Rusty  Blackbird 
Common  Grackle 
Brown-headed  Cowbird 
Cardinal 

Evening  Grosbeak 
Purple  Finch 
House  Finch 
Pine  Siskin 
American  Goldfinch 
Red  Crossbill 
^Rufous-sided  Towhee 
Savannah  Sparrow 
’"Vesper  Sparrow 
Dark-eyed  Junco 
Tree  Sparrow 
Chipping  Sparrow 
Field  Sparrow 
White- crowned  Sparrow 
White-throated  Sparrow 
Fox  Sparrow 
Swamp  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 
Snow  Bunting 


TOTALS 


Winter  Wren 
Mockingbird 
^American  Robin 
Hermit  Thrush 
Eastern  Bluebird 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet 
Water  Pipit 
Cedar  Waxwing 
Northern  Shrike 
Starling 


5(15,20,24) 
5  (2,23) 
6,054 

2  (5,8) 

24 


34 

446 

521 

4(14,23,26) 

25,779 


Species 

Individuals 


2 

(22,27) 

3,022 

187 

34,442 

326 

21,375 

4,185 

429 

1,009 

88 

34 

9 

(19,28) 

498 

1 

(25) 

15 

16 

16 

2,780 

333 

13(19,26,28) 

32 

12 

45 

18 

14 

(22,26) 

1,737 

25 

(15) 

120 

158,294 
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April  Bird  Count,  cont. 

Thanks  to  the  following  Section  Compilers  and  observers  who  made  this 
census  possible  (compilers*  names  are  underlined) 


1  Fonthill,  Onte 


not  covered 


2. Thor old,  Ont, 


Denys  Gardiner,  Ralph  Gardiner 


3  Wilson,  N.Y. 

4  Middleport ,  N.Y, 

5  Oak  Orchard,  N.Y. 

6  Port  Maitland,  Ont. 

7  Lowbanks,  Ont. 

8  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

9  Grand  Island,  N.Y. 
10  Akron,  N.Y. 


Walter  Klabunde,  Jerry  Farrell,  Harriette  Klabunde, 
William  Wendel 

Ed  Fessler,  Bob  Schrader 

Robert  Andrle,  Patricia  Andrle,  Richard  Byron, Marcya 
Foster,  Dorothy  McMichael. 

Joe  Thill,  John  Thill 

Edward  Williams 

Wayne  Tott,  Doug  Leonard,  Robert  Somme rville 
Harold  Mitchell,  Brian  Lewandowski,  Joseph  Stein, 
Kenneth  Balmas. 


11  Buffalo,  N.Y. 


12  Lancaster,  N.Y. 


David  Freeland,  Thomas  Hager,  Janet  Hansen,  Betty  Harris, 
Roy  Mantelli,  Kathy  McNamara,  Grace  O'Dell,  Norma 
Roscover,  Ray  Roscover,  Bill  Townsend,  Julia  Wells 

Marie  Wendling,  Ann  Bauer,  Ima  Bill,  Dorothy  Danner, 

Fred  Danner,  Ray  Franz,  Cy  Wolf ling,  Mark  Wolf ling 


13  Batavia,  N.Y. 


Not  covered 


14  Hamburg,  N.Y. 

15  Java,  N.Y. 


16  Angola,  N.Y. 

17  Cattaraugus,  N.Y. 


Lynn  Rochester,  Mary  Brady,  Pat  Firey,  Arthur  Law,  Ruth 
Law,  Bob  Mauser,  Eve  Mauser,  Polly  Pruss 

David  Bigelow,  Marion  Bee,  Michael  Buccieri,  Viola 
Burdick,  Hans  Kunze,  Sherldon  Merritt,  Gertrude  Ruggles, 
Hank  Zaud.  -  ' 

Eva  Paulson,  Connie  Hendershot 

Marge  Frank,  Audrey  Horbett 
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April  Bird  Count, 

18  Delevan,  N.Y. 

19  Fillmore,  N.Y. 


20  Dunkirk,  N.Y. 

21  Cherry  Creek,  ; 

22  Sherman,  N.Y. 

23  Frewsburg,  N.Y 


24  Allegany  State 

25  Allegany,  N.Y. 

26  Cuba  Reservoir 


27  Bolivar,  N.Y. 


cont. 

Don  Clark,  Jane  Clark, 

Katherine  Palmer,  Velma  Baker,  Mrs.  B.E0  Barringer, 

Arthur  Burr,  Mrs.  Arthur  Burr,  Victor  Carpenter,  Faye 
Clancy,  Mildred  Fero,  Mrs.  Leslie  Fish,  Ruth  Gilman, 

Erwin  Howden,  Mrs.  Erwin  Howden,  Mrs.  Brooks  Main, 
Marjorie  Main,  Mrs.  John  Marvin,  Lintner  Maxson,  Helen 
Morse,  Andrew  Mullen,  Mrs.  David  Richardson,  Mrs. 
Ellsworth  Smith,  Larry  Wilson,  Richard  Wilson,  Mrs, 
Richard  Wilson,  Ruth  Wilson, 

Frances  Rew,  Lois  Buck 

AY,  Robert  Sundell,  Clarence  Beal,  Gretchen  Carlson,  Otto 

Carlson,  Calla  Freeman,  Jennie  Freeman,  Dorothy  Fihlblad, 
Carol  Roby. 

Robert  Sundell,  Elizabeth  Fillsbury,  Russell  Pillsbury 

Robert  Sundell,  Richard  Bohall,  Joyce  Bohall,  Geraldine 
Caswell,  David  Cooney.  Luceil  Ecklund,  Allen  Findlay, 
Margaret  Findlay,  Grace  Fosberg,  Harold  Fosberg,  Dann 
Gulvin,  Annabelle  Hiller,  Stephen  Maggio,  Norman  Marlett, 
Pauline  Marlett,  Cheryl  Morse,  Todd  Park,  Ann  Patchen, 
Mrs.  Edward  Peterson,  Kay  Ponton,  Patricia  Sundell, 
Alfred  Swanson,  Mrs,  Alfred  Swanson,  Mildred  Woodcock 

Park, N.Y.  Doug  Happ,  Ellen  Gibson,  Jim  Harrington 

John  Forness,  Carol  Aceti,  David  Aceti,  Dorothy  Baker, 
Lucille  Bordonaro,  Alene  Johnson,  Fred  Meyer,  James 
Van  Scoy,  Regina  Van  Scoy,  Mark  Waruch 

N.Y.  Doris  Burton,  Leonard  Benjamin,  Kathern  Brown,  Lou 

Burton,  John  Compton,  Mrs,  John  Compton,  Mrs.  Harold 
Davis,  Alice  Driscoll,  Mina  Guilford,  Helen  Goldthwait, 
Mrs.  Paul  Hand,  Vincent  Hilligas,  Mrs.  Vincent  Hilligas, 
Ann  Scott,  Morris  Scott,  Mrs,  Benson  Smith,  Mrs,  Bret 
Taylor,  Mrs.  Neal  Wilson 

Doris  Burton,  Celestia  Abbott,  Helen  Apsey,  Anna  Ayers, 
Esther  Campbell,  Clifford  Carrier,  Mrs,  Clifford  Carrier, 
Joseph  Carrier,  Mrs.  Alton  Case,  Frances  DeGroff,  Mrs. 
Edwin  Hunt,  Robert  Keople,  Mildred  Marshall,  Nina 
McI1ind.es,  Hazel  Nichols,  Robert  Richmond,  Mrs.  Robert 
Richmond,  Mrs.  Robert  Swartz. 
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April  Bird  Count,  cont. 

28  Alfred,  N.Y.  Lorry  Chapman,  Erma  Larson,  Vivian  Pitzrick,Mrs.  Adolph 

Ahrens,  Dorothy  Bayless,  Donald  Brink  &  Family, 

Elizabeth  Brooks,  Vera  Brown,  Grace  Buckley,  Carl 
Burdick,  Mrs.  Carl  Burdick,  Doris  Burton,  Lou  Button, 
Vivien  Carr,  Ann  Catlin,  Dale  Coats,  Evelyn  Coats,  Carla 
Coch,  Bea  Common,  Robert  Common,  Jim  Cope  nheaver,  Ann 
Eisenhardt,  Jamie  Eisenhardt,  Peter  Finlay,  Terry  Finlay, 
Eva  Ford,  Alice  Foster,  Eddy  Foster,  Mrs.  Howard  Fritz, 
Mary  Alice  Fuller,  Paul  Fuller,  Helen  Graves,  George 
Hawkins,  Mrs.  George  Hawkins,  Benson  Heller,  Fay  Heller, 
Viola  Ide,  Claribel  James,  Grace  Jillson,  Clarence 
ICLingen smith,  Carol  Lewis,  Dave  Lewis,  Robert  Macauley, 
Virginia  Macauley,  Cathy  MacDonald,  Martin  McQueen, 
Beverly  Perry,  Linn  Phelan,  Raymond  Fitzrick,  Ona  Reynolds 
Patricia  Reynolds,  Agnes  Rhodes,  Everett  Rhodes,  Mary 
Rosa,  Pauline  Sanford,  Era  Scofield,  Viola  Sharrett, 

Helen  Shear,  Rita  Sick,  Harriet  Spleth,  Tom  Spleth, 

,  Bernadean  Stein,  Theodore  Vossler,  Arnold  Watkins,  Allen 
Witter 

—  84  Willowgreen  Drive,Tonawanda  N.Y, 14150 
B.O.S.  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 

APRIL  17  —  The  first  of  a  new  Society  program  called  "Sectional  Explora¬ 
tions"  —  field  trips  entirely  within  a  B.O.S.  section  —  covered  our  northeastern- 
most  territory,  Section  5«  Twenty  enthusiastic  birders  began  at  ?;00  a.m.  Lake 
Ontario  was  teaming  with  waterfowl;  as  far  as  we  could  see  there  were  many  thousands 
of  Canada  Geese  in  elongated  tfafts  parallel  to  shore.  Red-necked  Glebes  outnumbered 
Horned  Grebes  and  totaled  75  for  the  day,  according  to  Dr.  Andrle.  At  least  10 
Common  Loons  were  seen,  and  a  few  white-winged  Scoters  could  occasionally,  be  observ¬ 
ed  long  distances  from  shore.  There  was  a  Glaucous  Gull  at  Shadigee,  and  2  Caspian 
Terns  nearby.  Our  special  treat  was  an  immature  Bald  Eagle  being  harrassed  by  2 
light-phased  Rough-legged  Hawks.  Many  hawks  were  migrating  westward  near  the  lake 
shore,  including  25  Sharp-shins.  A  lone  Snow  Goose  (white  phase)  was  seen  at  Windmill 
Marsh,  Oak  Orchard.  Very  few  Tree  Swallows,  only  one  Barn  Swallow  and  a  Fox  Sparrow 
helped  swell  the  day’s  list  to  68  species. 

Alice  &  Bill  McKale 

APRIL  24  --  On  a  rainy,  foggy  day  with  the  temperature  in  the  low  40*s  and 
a  raw  northeast  wind,  eight  persons  traveled  down  the  South  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  to 
Dunkirk,  then  inland  in  northern  Chautauqua  County  and  finally  homeward  by  way  of 
Langford  Pond.  Whip-poor-will,  American  Woodcock  and  Black-crowned  Night  Heron  were 
pre-trip  additions  to  the  81  species  we  recorded,  a  respectable  total  despite  the 
weather  and  the  retarded  migration  of  land  birds.  Three  Caspian  Terns  flew  by 
Pine  hurst,  and  we  located  a  Blue-gray  Qnatcatcher  and  Broad-winged  Hawk  not  far  ax-jay  • 
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.A  House  Wren  sang.  In  a  flooded  field  in  Irving  there  were  eight  Greater  Yellowlegs, 
three  Solitary  Sandpipers  and  a  Common  Gallinule.  In  northern  Chautauqua  County  we 
could  barely  see  some  of  the  nests  and  birds  in  the  high  woods  at  the  large  Great 
Blue  Heronry.  Cassadaga  Lake  was  also  foggy,  but  we  managed  to  see  three  Common 
Loons  and  two  H0rned  Grebes  among  the  waterfowl.  Our  first  and  only  warbler  was  a 
Yellow-rumped  on  Wentworth  Road,  and  an  Eastern  Kingbird  was  spotted  low  in  a  shrub 
nearby.  A  highlight  was  the  five  American  Golden  Plovers  in  nuptial  plumage  in  ex¬ 
tensively  flooded  fields  near  South  Dayton  along  with  about  75  Pectoral  Sandpipers 
and  other  waders.  The  final  stop  at  Langford  Pond  was  rexmrded  with  a  Great  Egret 
wandering  along  the  far  shore  and  the  beautifully  colored  male  European  Wigeon  which 
had  been  there  for  nearly  two  weeks.  Five  Whistling  Swans  and  a  variety  of  ducks 
provided  additional  viewing,  and  the  sight  of  an  Osprey  making  several  spectacular 
plunges  for  fish  climaxed  an  enjoyable  and  interesting  day, 

— Bob  Andrle  &  Brad  Lown 


NOTES 

Partial  Albino  Canada  Goose  Noted  at  Clarence 


At  700  a.m,  on  April  16,  1977 »  while  driving  back  from  a  visit  to  the 
Newstead-Clarence  Sinks,  I  observed  a  large  white  bird  flying  toward  Fain  Street  in 
Clarence,  about  one-third  of  a  mile  east  of  Granville  Road.  It  was  apparent  that  it 
was  going  to  cross  Main  Street  in  a  northerly  direction  at  an  altitude  of  approxi¬ 
mately  200  feet. 

As  it  approached,  I  could  see  it  was  a  large  waterfowl.  It  was  equal  in 
size  to  Canada  Geese,  which  passed  overhead  well  before  and.  well  after  the  white  bird, 
but  none  in  close  company  with  it.  The  long  neck,  goose-like  head  and  bill,  heavy- 
body  and  leisurely  but  strong  wingbeat  all  resembled  the  Canada  Geese  so  common  in 
the  Clarence  area  at  this  time  of  year.  I  concluded  that  it  was,  indeed,  a  Canada 
Goose  exhibiting  a  great  degree  of  albinism,  and  was  presumably  a  wild  bird. 

The  only  nonwhite  coloration  on  the  bird  were  the  tail,  faint  dusky 
smudges  on  various  portions  of  the  primaries  and  secondaries,  and  a  few  faint 
streaks  on  the  back  and  body.  The  tail  was  exactly  as  a  normal  Canada  Goose,  dark 
blackish-brown  in  the  rectrices.  But  where  the  white  "V"  tail  patch  began,  as  in  a 
normal  Canada  Goose,  the  white  continued  unchecked  forward  to  the  bill  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  few  smudges  noted  above.  I  estimated  that  less  than  5  percent  of  the 
bird  was  any  color  than  white. 

It  brought  to  mind  a  similar  bird  seen  by  Dr.  Robert  L.  Ricketts  and  me  on  April  21, 
1973  at  the  Montezuma  National  Wildlife  Refuge  near  Auburn.  That  bird  was  also  a 
Canada  Goose  but  showed  chocolate-buff  smudges  on  various  portions  of  its  neck,  back 
and  wings.  Otherwise  the  gird  was  albinistic,  the  white  color  covering  approximately 
10  percent  of  the  bird. 

David  B.  Freeland,  60  Haymarket  Square,  East  Amherst, N#Y. 

14051* 
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COLOR  MARKED  AND  BANDED  PIRDS 

Me  should  all  watch  for  marked  or  banded  birds  of  all  specie st  Some 
shorebirds  have  been  marked  with  dyed  wings  or  tails.  Snowy  Owls  have  been  mark¬ 
ed  in  Canada  with  red  patches.  White  vinyl  markers  have  been  placed  on  Black  and 
Turkey  Vultures  near  Blacksburg ,  Va,  Ring-billed  Gulls  have  been  marked  with  tear¬ 
shaped  tags.  Great  Blue  Heron  nestlings  were  tagged  in  1975  with  white  wing  tags 
in  1976  with  red  wing  tags  (letter  and  number  code)  on  Sandusky  Bay,  Lake  Erie. 
TJhistling  Swans  were  marked  with  colored,  numbered  collars  at  Eastern  Neck  National 
Wildlife  Refuge  in  Maryland,  Some  banded  birds  are  also  marked  with  various  colored 
bands  for  further  field  observation.  Indeed  one  poor  little  Greenshank  in  Belgium 
is  reported  recently  in  The  Ring,  No.  88,  57  (1976)  to  have  a  total  of  6  bands,  3  on 
each  leg!  This  is  only  a  partial  list  of  marked  species.  Keep  your  eyes  open! 


If  you  see  any  marked  or  banded  birds,  get  all  the  information  you  can  as 
to  species,  sex,  color,  which  wing,  what  leg,  order  of  colors,  shape  of  marker,  etc., 
and  send  to  the  Bird  Banding  Laboratory,  Office  of  Migratory  Bird  Management,  Laurel, 
Md.  20811,  | 

Neil  S,  Moon 


(Reprinted  from  The  Goshawk  (Vol,  33:6  1977)  Newsletter  of  the  Genesee  Ornithological 
Society,  Rochester,  N.Y. ) ~ 


CANADIAN  WILDLIFE  SERVICE  SHOREBIRD  COLOUR-MARKING  1977:  REQUEST  FOR  INFORMATION 


In  1977>  the  Canadian  Wildlife  Service  will  be  continuing  an  extensive 
program  of  banding  and  colour-marking  shorebirds  in  James  Bay,  with  the  objective 
of  defining  migration  routes  used  by  shorebirds  on  their  journeys  between  the  Arctic 
breeding  grounds  and  ihlntering  areas.  A  highly  successful  programme  in  1976  re¬ 
sulted  in  over  580  reports  of  colour-marked  birds  from  amongst  12,400  banded  in 
southern  James  Bay,  in  areas  ranging  from  eastern  Canada  to  South  America.  Much  new 
information  is  being  obtained,  and  y?our  assistance  in  looking  out  for  and  reporting 
colour-marked  birds  would  be  very  much  appreciated  and  would  contribute  very  sub¬ 
stantially  to  the  success  of  the  programme. 

Feather  dyes  and  coloured  leg  bands  will  be  used  to  mark  the  birds.  If 
you  see  a  marked  shorebird,  please  record  details  of:  species,  place,  date,  colour- 
marks  and,  if  possible,  numbers  of  other  shorebirds  present.  For  colour-dyed  birds, 
please  record  the  colour  and  area  of  the  bird  that  was  dyed.  For  colour  bands  and 
standard  metal  leg  bands  please  record  which  leg  the  bands  were  on,  the  colours  in¬ 
volved,  and  the  relative  position  of-  the  bands  if  more  than  one  was  on  a  leg  (e.g. 
right  leg,  blue  over  metal,  etc.)  A  note  should  also  be  made  whether  the  bands  were 
below  or  above  the  "knee"  of  the  bird. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  assistance.  All  reports  will  be  fully 
acknowledged  and  should  be  sent  to: 

Dr.  R.I.G.  Morrison 
Canadian  Wildlife  Service 
2721  Highway  31 
Ottawa ,  Ontario 
Canada  KIA  0E7 
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PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


August  14th:  Field  trip  to  Hamilton  and  Toronto ... "0,  Canada?"  Visit 

the  best  birding  spots  in  their  areas  under  the  guidance 
of  the  areas'  best  birders.  Included  will  be  a  three-hour 
hike  along  the  fabulous  Leslie  Street  Landfill,  Toronto. 
Co-leaders,  Bob  Curry  in  Hamilton  (tel.  416-648-6895  even¬ 
ings)  and  Clive  Goodwin  in  Toronto  (tel.  416-961-6830  days 
or  416-249-9503  evenings).  Vie  will  meet  at  7:00  a.m.  at 
the  Vermont  &  Busti  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge,  and  leave, 
at  ?s 15  from  the  north  (right)  end  of  the  customs  gates  on 
the  Canadian  side  of  the  bridge.  We  will  leave  Toronto  in 
time  for  a  return  to  Buffalo  by  early  evening, 

August  28th:  Field  trip  to  B.O.S.  Section  11... "Where  to  Find  Birds  in 

Section  11."  The  third  in  our  popular  new  program  of 
scheduling  field  trips  entirely  within  a  B.O.S.  section. 

This  is  the  way  to  learn  where  the  birds  are,  so  bring 
your  Section  11  map  and  make  notes  while  we  bird.  Co- 
leaders,  Dot  McMichael  (tel.  876-3500  days)  and  Dave 
Wilcove  (tel.  833-0680).  We  will  meet  at  7:30  a.m.  at 
Times  Beach,  Buffalo,  Times  Beach  is  the  diked  disposal 
site  next  to  the  Coast  Guard  Station  off  Furhmann  Boule¬ 
vard  and  the  Skyway  just  across  the  Buffalo  River  from 
the  City  of  Buffalo.  From  the  intersection  of  Ohio  Street 
and  Fuhrmann  Boulevard,  go  north  on  old  Furhmann  Boule¬ 
vard  and  follow  the  "Coast  Guard"  signs. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  Fifth  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler,  Mr.  David  B.  Freeland,  60  Haymarket  Square, 

East  Amherst,  New  York  14051. 
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May  was  a  pleasant  month.  Following  a  period  of  unseasonably  cool 
weather  from  the  2nd  through  the  10th  days  (there  were  snow  flurries  at  rt  higher 
elevations  in  the  Southern  Tier  counties  on  the  9th) temperatures  began  to  climb  to 
a  record  high  of  90°  (F)  on  May  21st  and  remained  considerably  above  average  until 
the  26th.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month  was  60,3°  (F)»  above  normal. 
Precipitation  for  the  period  measured  only  1.39  inches  for  the  month,  a  departure 
of  -1,58  inches  from  the  norm!  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo 
i  International  Airport. 

But  *  Bluebird  Weather*  has  its  disadvantages  for  the  bird  watcher;  Meteor¬ 
ological  disturbances  in  the  form  of  severe  storms  or  heavy  rain  were  few  and  noc¬ 
turnal  migrants  passed  through  our  area  without  pause.  There  were  few  reports  of 
heavy  concentrations  of  warblers  or  other  passerines  anywhere.  One  notable  excep¬ 
tion  was  May  17th  when  many  of  the  favorite  haunts  around  Buffalo  were  filled  with 
migrants  dropping  in  on  a  warm  and  humid  day  preceding  a  heavy  rainfall.  On  this 
date,  David  Wilcove  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  biraing  in  Forest  Lawn  cemetery  in 
Buffalo  where  he  discovered  an  unprecedented  two  Kentucky  Warblers  among  the  numerous 
birds  pausing  in  the  shrubbery  and  trees  there.  Upon  leaving  there,  he  drove  over  to 
Erie  Beach  in  the  Town  of  Fort  Erie  where  yet  a  third  example  of  this  rare  migrant 
was  observed.  Later  on  this  date,  Dave  Freeland  saw  a  fourth  Kentucky  Warbler  in 
East  Amherst! 

But  if  the  warbler  migration  was  disappointing,  birding  in  general  certain¬ 
ly  was  not.  Observers  reported  one  of  the  best  spring  shorebird  flights  in  many 
seasons  although  the  much  anticipated  Whimbrel  flight  along  the  north  shore  of  Lake 
Erie  late  in  the  month  was  limited  to  one  bird  of  this  species  seen  by  Robert  Andrle 
and  his  party  at  Rock  Point  Provincal  Park  on  May  21st  and  four  birds  reported  by 
Jane  Cole  at  Point  Abino  on  the  29th.  On  May  1st,  the  writer  was  among  the  party  of 
local  birders  that  saw  three  female  Wilson's  Phalaropes  in  breeding  plumage  at  a 
seepage  pond  in  the  sewage  disposal  plant  in  the  village  of  Smithvill  e  in  South 
Grimsby  Township,  Ontario,  These  birds,  first  called  to  the  attention  of  Harold 
Mitchell  by  a  group  of  birders  from  Hamilton,  Ontario  on  April  30th  ,  constitute  the 
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first  spring  record  for  migrants  of  this  species  in  our  study  area.  On  Nay  18th, 
Dr.  Norman  Krog  of  Widdleport ,  in  Niagara  County,  reported  a  fourth  female  Wilson's 
Fhalarope  in  nuptial  plumage  at  the  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Area.  This  bird, 
or  possibly  a  fifth  individual,  was  also  seen  at  that  location  later  in  the  month. 
On  May  1st,  also,  Arthur  Clark  saw  17  cormorants  while  visiting  Mohawk  Island  off 
of  Rock  Point  Provincal  Park  in  Lake  Erie,  An  apparent  Glaucous  x  Herring  hybrid 
gull  was  also  observed  at  that  time.  This  bird  was  seen  again  at  this  location 
on  the  8th.  On  May  13th,  Harold  Lancaster  identified  a  Louisiana  Heron  on  the  Ce¬ 
ment  Road  Pond  in  the  City  of  Port  Colborne,  Ontario.  The  bird  remained  in  the 
area  for  several  days  and  was  seen  by  a  number  of  observers. 

Other  records  of  interest  include  a  Cattle  Egret  at  Rainham  Center  in 
Ontario  on  the  13th,  a  Summer  Tanager  reported  from  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Re¬ 
fuge  by  John  Morse  on  the  4th,  a  Yellow- throated  Warbler  seen  at  the  Tifft  Farm 
Nature  Preserve  in  Buffalo  on  the  22nd  by  Robert  Wagner  and  seven  Whip-poor-wills 
in  the  Wainfleet  Marsh  outside  of  Port  Colborne  seen  by  Andrle's  party  at  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  their  marathon  24  hour  "big  day"  of  birding  on  May  21st. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  14217 
NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  'Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario*  (B.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files 
of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  record  for  the  year 

F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 


L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 
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If 

29 

7  L.Erie  Shore, Ont, 

Mitchell, Foster, 
et  al.  (BOS) 

Pintail 

ft 

1 

40  Iroquois  NWR 

Freelands 

Green-winged  Teal 

ft 

26,30 

1  Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et  al. 

It 

2? 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

If 

28 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Andrle,  et  al. 

American  Wigeon 

If 

2? 

3  Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et  al. 

fl 

31 

2  Ft,  Erie,  Ont, 

Axtell 

Redhead 

If 

3 

24  Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et  al. 

It 

4 

14  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

It 

25 

2  Ft.  Abino,  Ont, 

Mitchell 

Ring-necked.  Duck 

IV 

6l 

2  Smithville ,  Ont , 

Rew , Schwartz 

Lesser  Scaup 

If 

17 

2  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Wilcove 

ft 

25L 

2  Pt.  Abino,  Ont. 

Mitchell 

Common  Goldeneye 

If 

21 L 

1  Roc  khouse  Pt • , Ont , 

Andrle,  et  al. 

White-winged  Scoter 

10  L 

2  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

Common  Merganser 

If 

25 

1  Mohawk  Pt • , Ont • 

Mitchell 

Turkey  Vulture 

II 

2 

7  Lewiston 

Farrell 

If 

19 

2  Ft,  Erie,  Ont, 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

28 

1  Buffalo 

Thills 

Goshawk 

If 

2 

2  Belfast 

Burtons,  et  al. 

II 

2 

1  Birdsall 

Burtons , Schriver 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

VI 

1 

1  01c ott 

Freelands 

II 

1 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Freelands 

If 

8,11,17 

1,1,3  Amity 

Pitzricks 

II 

10 

1  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

Cooper's  Hawk 

tl 

2 

1  No.  Hudson 

Burtons , Schriver 

If 

20 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 
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Rough-legged  Hawk  May 

2 

1 

Osprey  " 

6 

1 

ff 

20  L 

1 

Sora  " 

10 

1 

11 

17,31 

1,2 

Common  Gallinule  " 

10 

4 

'Semipalmated  Plover" 

6f 

1 

II 

10 

1 

Black-bellied  Plover 

21F 

1 

It 

25 

2 

Ruddy  Turnstone  " 

8 

3 

II 

29 

138 

'Whimbrel  " 

21F 

i  1 

»» 

29 

4 

;Red  Knot 

29  F 

23 

Pectoral  Sandpiper  " 

25L 

2 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

2  IF 

1 

•  1 

25,27 

2 

ft 

29 

1 

(1 

30 

1 

If 

31 

7 

Least  Sandpiper  " 

1 

1 

11 

5 

Dunlin  " 

6,19 

1,2 

II 

14 

4 

* Short-billed  Dowitcher 

13F 

4 

If 

29 

2 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

IF 

3 

II 

29 

270 

‘‘'Sanderling  " 

19  F 

1 

II 

25 

4 

*Wilson * s  Phalarope " 

1 

3 

II 

18 

1 

Glaucous  Gull  " 

1 

1 

m 

21L 

1 

Caspian  Tern  " 

T 

3 

II 

27 

1 

It 

29 

2 

* Black  Tern  " 

1  F 

1 

it 

8 

1 

*Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

11F 

1 

ii 

20 

1 

ii 

20 

1 

Birdsall  Burtons, Schriver 

Amity  V,  Pitzrick 

Iroquois  NWR  Olsen 

Burgeson  Sane.  Elderkin 

Tifft  Farm  Foster, O’Dell 

Iroquois  NWR  Morse 

Smithville ,  Ont •  Rew , Schwartz 

Iroquois  NWR  Olsen 

Burge son  Sane.  Elder kin 

L.Erie  Short, Ont.  Mitchell 

Erie  Beach,  Ont,  Andrle,  et  al. 

L.Erie  Short, Ont.  Mitchell, Foster, 

et  al.  (BOS) 

Rockhouse  Pt,,Ont,  Andrle,  et  al. 

Pt.  Abino,  Ont,  Col© 

L.Erie  Shore,  Ont.  Mitchell,  Foster, 

et  al  .  (BOS) 

Rockhouse ; Ft • Ont •  Mitchell 

Rockhouse  Pt,,Ont.  Andrle,  et  al. 

Times  Beach  Andrle,  et  al, 

L.Erie  Shore, Ont.  Mitchell,  Foster, 

et  al.  (BOS) 

Tonawanda  WMA  McKales 

Erie  Beach,  Ont,  Axtell. 

Smithville,  Ont,  Andrle,  et  al, 

Clarence  Freeland 

Times  Beach  Freeland 

Tonawanda  T'JMA  Wendlings 

Iroquois  NWR  Morse 

Rockhouse  Pt,,Ont.  1  itc he 11, Foster , 

et  al.  (BOS) 

Tonawanda  WMA  Free  lands 

L.Erie  Shore,  Ont,  Mitchell, Foster, 

et  al.  (BOS) 

Times  Beach  Freeland 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont.  Iitchell 

Smithville,  Ont.  Andrle,  et  al. 

Tonawanda  WMA  Krog  ,  Poland 

N. Falls,  Ont,  Andrle,  et  al. 

Rock  Is.  Ont.  Andrle,  et  al, 

Erie  Beach, Ont.  Rew,  Schwartz 

Times  Beach  Freeland 

Erie  Beach, Ont.  Iitchell, Foster, 

et  al,  (BOS) 

N, Falls,  Ont.  Andrle,  et  al. 

Iroquois , NWR  Morse 

Clarence  Freeland 

■Amity  Pitzricks 

Iroquois  NWR  Wilcove,Reinfeld 
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vBlack-billed  Cuckoo  Fay 

6F 

1  Smithville,  Ont. 

Rew, Schwartz 

II 

7 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

n 

7 

1  Amity 

Fitzricks 

Short-eared  Owl  " 

29 

2  Wainfleet,  Ont. 

Klabundes 

Whip-poor-will  " 

11 

1  Amherst 

Freeland 

M 

21 

7  Wainfleet,0nt. 

Ardrle,  et  al. 

Common  Nighthawk  " 

17 

1  Clarence 

Freelands 

Chimney  Swift  " 

2 

6  Jamestown 

Elderkin 

IV 

* Ruby- throated  Hummingbird 

2,3,7  20 

,12,3.0  Lewiston 

Farrell 

11F 

1  Bond's  Lake 

Klabunde  s 

19 

13 

1  Amity 

V.  Fitzrick 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

1 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Freelands 

If 

21 

1  Tonawanda  Ind.Res. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

VI 

22 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Red-headed  Woodpecker" 

1 

1  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Sommerville 

vv 

2 

1  Jamestown 

Cooney, Elderkin 

VI 

4 

1  Amity 

Pitzricks 

vv 

6 

2  Angelica 

Burtons ,  II.  Jordan 

vv 

7 

1  Wellsville 

V . Fitzric k , D • Burton 
et  al. 

II 

7 

1  De3.aware  Park 

O'Dell 

vv 

8  ' 

3  Hamburg 

O'Dell 

«! 

10 

1  Youngstown 

Klabunde  s 

IV 

13 

1  Belmont 

V.  Pitzrick 

II 

27 

1  Newstead 

Freeland 

Eastern  Kingbird  " 

3 

1  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

*Great  Crested  Flycatcher 

4F 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

4F 

1  Iroauois  NWR 

Horse 

IV 

6 

1  Amity 

V,  Pitzrick 

''Yellow-bellied.  Flycatcher 

7F.26 

1,1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

IV 

19 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

II 

19 

1  Lewiston 

Farrell 

II 

26 

1  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

Acadian  Flycatcher  " 

29 

1  Abino  Hills,  Ont. 

Mi  t c  he 11 , Fo s  t e  r , 
et  al.  (BOS) 

Willow  Flycatcher 

17F 

1  Burge son  Sane. 

Elderkin 

IV 

19 

1  Iroquois  Ml® 

Olsen 

Alder  Flycatcher  " 

19-31 

2-3  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

n 

20 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Wilcove , Re inf eld 

'Least  Flycatcher 

4F 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

'  Horse 

IV 

1  '  • 

6 

1  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

7 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

IV 

13-31 

1-3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

20 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Rew, Schwartz , Ulrich 

IV 

21 

1  Delaware  Park 

Wendling,  et  al. 

" 

30 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Eank  Swallow  " 

7 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Horse 
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Cliff  Swallow 

hay 

5 

1  .Randolph 

Elderkin 

m 

7 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

n 

22 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Tufted  Titmouse 

10 

1-31 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

11 

1-31 

2  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

ff 

3 

1  Amherst 

Freeland 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

25 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Winter  Wren 

ff 

21 

1  Phillips  Creek, S.F, 

Klingensmith, et  al. 

ft 

29 

1  Abino  Hills, Ont, 

Mitchell, Foster, 

et  al.  (BOS) 

II 

31 

1  Springville 

O’Dell 

Carolina  Wren 

II 

9 

1  So, Buffalo 

O'Dell 

fl 

11 

1  Cuba 

Pitzricks 

ff 

28 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Long-billed  harsh  Wren 

14F 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

horse 

ff 

14 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Wend lings 

11 

31 

8  Tifft  Farm 

Foster,  et  al. 

* Short-billed  harsh  Wren 

21F 

2  Tonawanda  WLA 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Mockingbird 

fl 

11 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

II 

23 

1  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

Grey  Catbird 

If 

6 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

.  Olsen 

II 

6 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Wood  Thrush 

It 

IF 

1  Hanover 

Rew 

11 

3 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

If 

3 

2  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

ft 

3 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

ff 

3 

1  Lewiston 

Farrell 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

ff 

14F 

1  Forest  Lawn 

O’Dell 

Grey-cheelced  Thrush" 

22-28 

1  Eggertsville  - 

Me Kales 

‘"Veery 

ft 

5F 

.  1  Tifft  Farm 

Andrle,  et  al. 

fl 

7 

1 .Delaware  Park 

Bauer,  et  al. 

n 

7 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Eastern  Bluebird 

n 

1 

2  Angelica 

Burtons , M. Jordan 

II 

15 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

If 

21 

2  Phillips  Creek  S.F, 

Klingensmith,et  al. 

II 

22,23,25 

5,2,4  .Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

ff 

29 

1  Lorraine , Ont, 

hi  tche 11, Foster, 

et  al.  (BOS) 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

20,22,25 

8,1,2. Alfred  area 

Brooks 

ff 

30 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

McK  ales 

Ruby-crowned  King! 

Let 

23 

1  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

ff 

28L 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Water  Pipit 

ft 

1 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Freelands 

IV 

1 

49  Hanover 

Rew 

ft 

2,11 

2,12  Clarence 

Free  land 

It 

15 

h  1  Elma 

Danner 

*White-eyed  Vireo 

fl 

1 

1  Hanover (Hanford  Rd.) 

Rew 

ff 

3 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 
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'""Yellow-throated  Vireo  I 

ay 

5F 

1  Tifft  Farm 

O'Dell 

•  l 

7'  31 

2-3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

II 

7F 

1  We  11s  vi  lie 

V,  Fitzrick,et  al. 

11 

10 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Re w, Frank 

"'Philadelphia  Vireo 

11 

14F 

1  Williamsville 

Wendling 

II 

17,18 

1,2  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

11 

17 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Wilcove 

‘'Warbling  Vireo 

II 

5F 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Andrle,et  al; O'Dell 

it 

6 

1  Times  Beach  ... 

Freeland 

Black-1- white  Warbler 

11 

1 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Horse 

II 

1 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

i Prothonotary  Warbler 

II 

20 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

vGolden-winged  Warbler 

II 

7F 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

11 

11 

2  Clarence. 

Freeland 

Blue-x^inged  Warbler 

It 

IF 

1  Hanover 

Rew 

•1 

2 

3  Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

"Brewster's"  Warbler 

ll 

19 

1  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

* Tenne  s se e  Warble r 

II 

4F 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

11 

6 

2  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Rew, Schwartz 

^Orange-crowned  Warbler 

If 

19 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

"Northern  Parula 

ft 

4F 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

ll 

13 

1  Williamsville 

Freeland 

* Yellow  Warbler 

it 

IF 

1  Royalton 

Freelands 

ft 

2 

1  East  Amherst 

Freel  and 

it 

2 

1  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

11 

2 

1  So, Buffalo 

O'Dell 

''‘Magnolia  Warbler 

ft 

7F 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Andrle,  et  al. 

ll 

7 

2  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

it 

8 

1  Grand  Is.  (BOSWR) 

Klabunde  s 

*Cape  May  Warbler 

u 

lOF-13 

1-2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

ll 

13 

1  Williamsville 

Freeland 

*  Black-throated  Blue  War" 

b. 

4F 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

6 

1  Lewiston 

Rew, Schwartz 

1? 

6 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Rew, Schwartz 

Black- throated  Gr.Warb, 

II 

2,5 

4  Alfred  area 

IQLingensmith 

IT 

2 

4  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

* Cerulean  Warbler 

If 

2F 

1  Delaware  Park 

HcMich  ael 

11 

9 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

It 

7 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

*Yellow-throated  Warbler 

II 

22 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Wagner ,  et  al , 

'"Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

It 

6F 

1  Amity 

V,  Pitzrick 

- ,  . 

ft 

7 

1  Lewiston 

Klabunde s 

II 

7 

2  Lewiston 

Farrell 

v Bay-breasted  Warbler 

If 

7F 

2  Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Andrle , ‘ et  al , 

II 

13 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 
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j'/ 

"Blackpoll  Warbler 

May 

14P 

1  Williamsville 

Wendling 

11 

17 

1  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

!1 

17 

1  Burge son  Sane. 

Elderkin 

If 

17 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Fine  Warbler 

II 

21 

1  Phillips  Creek  S.F. 

ICLingensmith,et  al 

If 

28 

1  Keeney 

Brooks, Palmer 

''Prairie  Warbler 

If 

71? 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Andrle,  et  al* 

If 

9 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

fl 

22,23 

1  AlBred  area 

Klingensmith 

•  1 

2? 

1  nr.  Alfred 

Brooks 

*'yv  y  \ 

ff 

30,31 

1  Foster  Lake 

Brooks 

Palm  Warbler 

ff 

3F 

1  Amherst 

Freeland 

tf 

6  . 

1  Delaware  Park 

McMichael 

fl 

6 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

If 

6 

2  Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Rew,  Schwartz 

Ovenbird 

ff 

4 

1  Delaware  Park 

he  Michael 

Northern  Waterthrush 

ff 

7 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

II 

7 

1  Lewiston 

Farrell 

Kentucky  Warbler 

II 

17 

2  Forest  Lawn 

Wilcove 

If 

17 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Wilcove 

ff 

17 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Mourning  Warbler 

If 

17 

1  Snyder 

DelCLeines 

fl 

17 

1  Forest  Lawn 

Wilcove 

Common  Yellowthroat 

fl 

6f 

6  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

ft 

6 

1  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

II 

7 

2  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

If 

7 

1 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

''Yellow-breasted  Chat 

11 

13F 

1  Newstead 

Freeland 

Or 

tf 

20 

1  West  Seneca 

O'Dell 

‘'Wilson's  Warbler 

It 

8F 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

fl 

17 

1  So. Buffalo 

O'Dell 

Canada  Warbler 

ff 

19 

7  Lewiston 

Farrell 

'"American  Redstart 

11 

2F 

1  nr .Alabama 

Horse 

ff 

6 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Bobolink 

fl 

2 

1  Iroquois  NWR  ■ 

Morse 

Orchard  Oriole 

11 

cn 

rH 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Andrle ,  et  al , 

Northern  Oriole 

fl 

1 

J. 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Rusty  Blackbird 

11 

1 

9  Iroquois  NT/JR 

Freelands 

II 

2 

60  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

* Scarlet  Tanager 

ft 

5F 

1  nr.  Jamestown 

Elderkin 

If 

5 

1  Tifft  Farm 

■  O'Dell 

% 

11 

6 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

Summer  Tanager 

If 

4 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

II 

2 

1  Delaware  Park 

■McMichael 

>Jc 

II 

2 

1  Jamestown 

Cooney , Elderkin 

Indigo  Bunting 

If 

7F 

1  Wellsville 

V.  Pitzrick, et  al. 

tf 

10 

1  Belmont 

Caster lines 

Evening  Grosbeak 

II 

1-17 

1-12  Belmont 

Burtons 
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House  Finch 

May 

1-31 

6-8  Eggertsville 

McKales 

"  10 

,23-25 

2,1  Belmont 

Burtons 

n 

16-20 

1  No, Buffalo 

McMichael 

'"Grasshopper  Sparrow 

•  f 

4F 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

19 

21 

1  Phillips  Creek  S,F, 

Klingensmith,  et  al. 

HensloX'j's  Sparrow 

11 

13F 

1  Newstead 

Freeland 

•  I 

21 

1  Phillips  Creek  S.F, 

Klingensmith,  et  al. 

Tree  Sparrow 

It 

2,4 

1,1  Belmont 

Burtons 

91 

6 

2  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

White-croxtfned  Sparrow  " 

20 

4  Belmont 

Burtons 

99 

21 

1  Phillips  Creek  S.F. 

Klingensmith,  et  al. 

99 

24L 

1  Amity  Lake 

Fitzricks 

J'Jhite -throated  Sparrow  " 

26,29 

2,1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

99 

30L 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd, ,0nt. 

Axtell 

Fox  Sparrow 

n 

4 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

19 

20L 

1  Williamsville 

Freeland 

'Lincoln's  Sparrow 

99 

11F 

1  Clarence 

Freeland 

99 

16 

1  Grand  Is.  (BOSWR) 

Klabundes 

Species,  subspecies 

and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year  . 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  ,,,,,.»  72 


Total  for  year  * 


American  Bittern 

Canada  Goose 

Mallard 

Mallard 

Wood  Duck 

Wood  Duck 

Hooded  Merganser 

Ruffed  Grouse 

Turkey 

Sora 

American  Woodcock 
Black  Tern 
Mourning  Dove 
Common  Crox-r 
Eastern  Bluebird 
Eastern  Bluebird 
Eastern  Bluebird 
Starling 
Yellow  Warbler 
Cardinal 
House  Finch 


* 


246 


(includes  13  species  from  Sprint 

Count ) 
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May  30 
pril29 
May  14 
May  25 
May  24 
May  28 
May  20 
May  28 
[Jay  2 
May  30 
May  29 
May  30 
May  14 
May  17 
May  25 
May  31 
May  31 
May  4 
May  22 
May  27 
May  26 


2 ,  N4E 

YO 

1,6Y0;1, 

11Y0 

20YO 

1,4Y0 

l,7Y0(+7 

1,5Y 

N28E 

1,  N4E 
N,3Y,2E 
N4E 
N2E 
N3Y 

2 ,  N4Y 
2 ,  N4E 
'2,N5E 
N?Y 

N 

2Y0 

1Y0 


4Y0 


Tifft  Farm  O’Dell, Foster, et  al, 

Iroquois  NWR  Morse 
Forest  Lawn  O’Dell 
Iroquois  NWR  Morse 
Iroquois  NWR  Olsen 
Langford  Pond  O'Dell 
Y  Wood  Duck)  Iroquois  NWR  Olsen 
Alfred  area  Klingensmith 
Almond  Burtons , Scnriver 

Tifft  Farm  O'Dell 

Abino  Hills, Ont.  Mitchell , Foster ,etal.  (BOS) 
Tifft  Farm  O'Dell 
Forest  Lawn  O'Dell 


Tifft  Farm 
Amity  area 
Amity  area 
Amity  area 
So  a Buffalo 
Tifft  Farm 
Tifft  Farm 


O'Dell 
V.  Pitzrick 
V.  Pitzrick 
V.  Pitzrick 
O'Dell 
Wagner 
O'Dell 


Eggertsville  McKales 


-  90  - 


Volume  43,  Number  6 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


REPORT  OF  MAY  1977  BIRD  COUNT 

compiled  by  Robert  and  Eileen  Hull 

Pate i  May  15,  19 77 

Weathers  Clear,  sunny  and  generally  calm  throughout  much  of  the  day  ■  with  light 
northerly  winds  gradually  changing  to  southerly#  Temperatures  ranged  from  35°  F», 
in  the  early  morning,  to  a  high  of  75°"t?»  by  afternoon. 

Compilations  Following  is  a  list  of  species  recorded  on  the  count  and  the  total 
numbers  for  each  species.  Figures  in  parentheses  indicate  section  numbers  where 
species  were  recorded  in  three  or  less  sections.  Underlined  common  names  indicate 
that  acceptable  written  verifications  were  required , 

Loons  -  Mergansers 


Common  Loon 

25 

Green-w.Teal 

3 

(23,28) 

Red-th.Loon 

4  (23) 

Blue-w.  Teal 

109 

Horned  Grebe 

12 

Am.  Wigeon 

41 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

22 

Wood  Duck 

123 

D.-cr,  Cormorant 

4  (8,25) 

Redhead 

16 

(7,11,26) 

Gr,  Blue  Heron 

2?0 

Ring-n.Duck 

7 

(5,10) 

Green  Heron 

56 

Canvasback 

3 

(7,21) 

Bl.cr, Night  Heron 

38  (2,3,9) 

Greater  Scaup 

20 

Least  Bittern 

1  (?) 

Lesser  Scaup 

42 

Am.  Bittern 

19 

Com,  Goldeneye 

1 

(8) 

Louisiana  Heron 

1  (?) 

Bufflehead 

115 

Whistling  Swan 

1  (25) 

Old  squaw 

2 

(7,20) 

Canada  Goose 

126 

White-w,  Scoter 

38 

(23,24 

Mallard 

548 

16 

Ruddy  Duck 

4 

(3,6) 

Black  Puck 

Hood .Merganser 

7 

Gadwall 

4  (5) 

Comm.  Merganser 

9 

Pintail 

4  (6,10,25) 

Vultures 

Red-br .Merganser 

-  Rails 

48 

Turkey  Vulture 

87 

Osprey 

2 

(23,26) 

Goshawk 

2  (25,28) 

Am.  Kestrel 

91 

Sharp-sh,  Hawk 

4 

Ruffed  Grouse 

41 

Cooper's  Hawk 

15 

Ring-n • Pheasant 

55 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

169 

Turkey 

26 

Red - should , Hawk 

31 

Virginia  Rail 

3 

(5,13) 

Broad-w,  Hawk 

4  5 

Sora  Rail 

10 

Rough-leg .Hawk 

1  (28) 

Com.  Gallinule 

13 

Marsh  Hawk 

16 

Am,  Coot 

62 
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Report  of  May  '??  Bird  Count,  cont* 


Shorebirds 


Semipal.  Plover 

18 

Pec t .Sandpiper 

13 

Killdeer 

534 

Least  Sandpiper 

24 

Black-bellied  Plover 

1  (21) 

Dunlin 

28 

Am.  Woodcock 

33 

Sh.-b.  Dowitcher 

3  (6) 

Common  Snipe 

28 

Semi,  Sandpiper 

23 

Upland  Sandpiper 

9 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

23 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

20? 

Wilson's  Phalarope  3  (6) 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

41 

Gr.  Yellowlegs 

27 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

15 

Gulls  - 

Flycatchers 

Gr • Black-b .Gull 

2(8) 

Screech  Owl 

6 

Herring  Gull 

243 

Gr .Horned  Owl 

28 

Ring-b.Gull 

4668 

Barred  Owl 

10  -■ 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

88 

Long-eared  Owl 

1  (8) 

Common  Tern 

152 

C  om  c  Nighthawk 

1  (28) 

Caspian  Tern 

5  (6) 

Chimney  Swift 

335 

Black  Tern 

46 

Ruby-t .Hummingbird 35 

Rock  Dove 

983 

Belted  Kingfisher  91 

Mourning  Dove 

774 

Common  Flicker 

319 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

5  (14,28  ) 

Fileated  Wdpkr. 

22 

Bla  c  k-b •  Cue  ko  o 

31 

Red-b . Woodpkr . 

10 

Red-h.  Woodpkr. 

70 

Yell . -b * Sapsuc ker 

17 

Ye 11-b .Flycatcher 

•  2  (3,11) 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

109 

Acadian  Flycatcher  1  (8) 

Downy  Woodpecker 

274 

Alder  Flycatcher 

2  (22) 

Eastern  Kingbird 

260 

Least  Flycatcher 

189 

Gr.Cr.  Flycatcher 

9? 

S9 Wood  Pewee 

19 

Eastern  Phoebe 

189 

Olive - s , Flyc  tchr . 

.  3  (3) 

Lark  - 

Thrushes 

Horned  lark  (prat) 

45 

Tufted  Titmouse 

17 

Tree"  Swallow 

991 

T  Jh  •  -br  •  Nuthatch 

180 

Bank  Swallow 

439 

Red-br .Nuthatch 

28 

R-wing  Swallow 

87 

Brown  Creeper 

18 

Barn  Swallow 

2130 

House  Wren 

349 

Cliff  Swallow 

10 

Winter  Wren 

10 

Purple  Martin 

850 

Carolina  Wren 

4 

Blue  Jay 

1066 

Lo  ng-b .  Mr  sh  •  Wr  e  n 

18 

Common  Crow 

1193 

Mockingbird 

9 

Bl.-c .Chickadee 

617 

Gray  Catbird 

567 
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,  cont. 

Lark 

-  Thrushes  cont. 

Brown  Thrasher 

116 

Swains on's  Thrush 

24 

(8,14,18) 

Am.  Robin 

4454 

Gray-ch. Thrush 

4 

Mood  Thrush 

321 

Veer.y 

88 

Hermit  Thrush 

15 

-  • 

Eastern  Bluebird 

71 

Kinglets  - 

House  Sparroitf 

Bl-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

5 

(23,25,26) 

Yell • -r . -Warbler 

349 

Gold.-cr.  Kinglet 

8 

(  9,12,14) 

B1 .-thr .Gr .Warbler 

109 

Ruby- c r .  Kinglet 

52 

- 

Cerulean  Warbler 

13 

Water  Pipit 

73 

Blackburn.  Warbler 

75 

Cedar  Waxwing 

186 

Che st.-s. Warbler 

161 

•  r  v  r%  ' 

Starling 

5314 

Bay-br  s  Warbler 

5 

(10) 

Yell.thr .Vireo 

15 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

2 

Solitary  Vireo 

11 

.  .... 

Pine  Warbler 

1 

(4) 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

213 

Prairie  Warbler 

2 

(8,28) 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

1  (22) 

Palm.  Warbler 

6 

Warbling  Vireo 

120 

Ovenbird 

141 

B1.-&-W.  Warbler 

40 

Nor.  Waterthrush 

11 

Prothon,  Warbler 

3 

(5) 

La.  Waterthrush 

3 

(23,25) 

Golden-w0  Warbler 

9 

'  •  '■  L 

Kentucky  Warbler 

1 

(25) 

Blue -w 9  Warbler 

102 

• 1 

Mourning  Warbler 

17 

Tenn,  Warbler 

153 

•  -  -  1 

Com.Yellowthroat 

510 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

1 

(13) 

Yellow-br.  Chat 

4 

Nashville  Warbler 

89 

Hooded  Warbler 

21 

(20,23,25) 

Northern  Parula 

6 

Wilson  *  s  Warbler 

3 

(3,7,23) 

Yellow  Warbler 

1162 

Canada  Warbler 

16 

Magnolia  Warbler 

74 

Am.  Redstart 

152 

Cape  May  Warbler 

28 

House  Sparrow 

3357 

B1 . - thr . B .Warble  r 

29 

Blackbi: 

rds  -  Finches 

Bobolink 

752 

Indigo  Bunting 

80 

E.  Meadowlark 

352 

Eve .  Grosbeak 

62 

Red-w0  Blackbird 

10115 

Purple  Finch 

267 

Orchard  Oriole 

15  (6,26) 

House  Finch 

28 

Northern  Oriole 

862 

Pine  Siskin 

5 

(8,19) 

Rusty  Blackbird 

7 

(14,26,28) 

Am.  Goldfinch 

2543 

Com0  Grackle 

6079 

Ruf ous-s.  Towhe  e 

251 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

2179 

Savannah  Sparrow 

229 

Scarlet  Tanager 

140 

Grass.  Sparrow 

5 

Cardinal 

564 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

4 

(28) 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

470 

Vesper  Sparrow 

22 
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Nay  1977  Bird  Count  cont. 

Blackbirds  -  ^inches  cont. 


Dk.-eyed  Junco 

109 

Wh • - ■ t hr .  Spar r  ow 

320 

Tree  Sparrow 

9  (28) 

Fox  Sparrow 

n 

( 

Chipping  Sparrow 

759 

Swamp  Sparrow 

95 

Field  Sparrow 

453 

Song  Sparrow 

1812 

Wh,-cr 0  Spa  r r  ow 

1059 

Total  Species  — 

-  208 

Total  Indiv. 

68,553 

(14,27) 


Comments ;  May  count  records  (started  in  1935)  show  that  this  year  the  number  of 
species  counted  and  the  number  of  observers  were  near  normal  for  recent  years. 
However,  the  total  number  of  individual  birds  counted  was  the  lowest  since  1963 * 

The  total  number  of  individual  birds  counted  per  observer  was  266  -  only  1941  showed 
a  lower  ratio  which  was  250.  Ratios  have  been  greater  than  300  in  all  other  years 
for  which  records  have  been  kept. 


The  following  tabulations  summarize  the  results  of  the  1977  May  Count.  Perhaps 
most  interesting  is  the  large  number  of  "Significant  Lows",  possibly  resulting 
from  the  severe  winter  of  9 76  -  *77#  Tabulations  of  the  "Significant  Highs"  and 
"Significant  lows"  were  determined  by  comparing  this  year*s  records  with  medians 
for  the  last  10  years,  or  with  highs  and  lows  recorded  10  or  more  years  ago,  Highs 
and  lows  for  species  that  show  marked  fluctuations  in  numbers  from  year  to  year 
were  not  considered  significant  and  are  not  included  in  the  tabulations. 


Unusuals 


Red-throated  Loon 
Louisiana  Heron 
Goshawk 

Wilson* s  Phalarope 
Acadian  Flycatcher 

Pine  Warbler 

Prairie  Warbler 
Kentucky  Warbler 


4  Highest  ever  recorded  -  last  recorded  1  -  967 

1  First  time  ever  on  count 

2  Third  time  recorded  -  prev,  2-* 76,  1-*51 

3  Second  time  recorded  -  prev,  1  -*55 

1  Fourth  time  recorded  since  *44  -  occasionally  record' 

ed  previously 

1  Third  time  recorded  since  *58  -frequently  recorded 

previously 

2  Fourth  time  recorded  since  *53 

1  Fifth  time  recorded  -  l-*76,  l-*58,  l-'56,  2-' 44 


All-Time  Highs 


Mallard 

546 

(420- ' 76 

Rock  Dove 

983 

(953-,68) 

Wood  Duck 

122 

(102- ’75.) 

Gr .Horn.Cwl 

28 

(  24-967) 

Broad-w.Hawk 

45 

(  36-' 55) 

House  Finch 

28 

(  8-' 76) 

Sol, Sandpiper 

41 

(  39-' 71 

Tree  Sparrow 

9 

(  4-*68) 

Gr.Yellowlegs 

27 

(  26- ’71) 
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All- Time  Lows 

Philadelphia  Vireo  1  Ties  with  several  years $most  recently  1952(10  yr Median-9) 

Vesper  Sparrow  22  (47-* 35)  (10  yr.  Median  -  110) 

Significant  Highs 


Species  -  Total 

Highest 

Since 

Year 

Median 

Last 

10  Yrs* 

Species  - 

“Total 

Highest 

Since 

Year 

Median 

Last 

10  Yrs 

Fied-b. Grebe  22 

*55 

17 

Turkey  Vulture  87 

*75 

43 

Gr.Bl. Heron  270 

*50 

160 

L.  Yellowlegs 

15 

*57 

9 

B,-cr.N. Heron  38 

*65 

4 

Mater  Pipit 

73 

*35 

11 

Am.  Wigeon  41 

*67 

12 

Tenn,  Marble r 

153 

'76 

60 

Redhead  16 

*76 

5 

Orch,  Oriole 

15 

*61 

1 

Ring-n»  Duck  7 

*71 

2 

White -cr • Sp • 

1059 

*60 

258 

Bufflehead  115 

'71 

31 

White- th .  Sp. 

320 

*71 

88 

Wht.-w. Scoter  38 

*52 

1 

Significant  Lows 

Lowe  st 

Median 

Lowest 

Median 

Since 

Last 

Since 

Last 

Species  -  Total 

Year 

10  Yrs 0 

Species  -  Total 

Year 

10  Yrs 

Green  Heron  58 

•63 

96 

Veery 

88 

*62 

142 

Grn.Wing  Teal  3 

'62 

11 

E.  Bluebird 

71 

*66 

113 

N*  Shove ler  0 

*75 

'6 

B-g»  Gnatcatcher  5 

*62 

17 

R-n, Pheasant  55 

f6o 

198 

Yellow  Marb» 

1162 

*63 

1603 

Dunlin  28 

'76 

84 

Bay-br«  Marb . 

5 

*66 

56 

ComB  Tern  152 

*76 

437 

Blkpoll  Marb, 

2 

*60 

23 

Caspian  Tern  5 

*69 

1 

Wilson’s  Marb. 

3 

*66 

29 

C  9  Nighthawk  1 

*45 

13 

Canada  Marb. 

16 

*66 

45 

Chim.  Swift  335 

•62 

597 

Am.  Redstart 

152 

'60 

261 

Ruby-t , Hummng ,  35 

*66 

58 

Bobolink 

752 

*65 

1025 

Com.  Flicker  319 

*62 

601 

E. Meadowlark 

352 

*48 

837 

G , Cr . Flycatchr .97 

*66 

158 

Rusty  B*Bird 

7 

'63 

46 

EeWood  Peewee  19 

*73 

66 

Am. Goldfinch 

2543 

*66 

3519 

H.Lark(prat. )  45 

'55 

141 

Ruf ,-s.Towhee 

251 

*63 

540 

R.-w„  Swallow  87 

*35 

268 

Savannah  Sp. 

229 

*63 

308 

Cliff  Swallow  10 

,37 

99 

Chipping  Sp. 

759 

*63 

1015 

Gray  Catbird.  56 7 

*62 

965 

Lincoln  Sp, 

0 

*49 

4 

Br.  Thrasher  116 

*63 

188 

Swamp  Sp. 

95 

*63 

150 

Am.  Robin  4454 

*63 

6248 

Song  Sparrow 

1812 

*63 

2677 

Mood  Thrush  321 

*63 

45? 
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May  1977  Bird  Count,  cont. 


Sections  and  Observers;  Me  wish  to  thank  the  many  section  compilers  and  observers 
(over  258  members  and  non-members)  listed  below  who  gave  of  their  time  and  talent 
to  observe  and  submit  the  necessary  information  for  this  May  Count  Report.  Without 
their  willing  support,  count  data  would  not  have  been  received, 

SECTIONS  AND  OBSERVERS 
(Names  of  compilers  are  underlined .7 


X.  Fonthill,  Ont.  Not  covered, 

2.  Thorold,  Ont,  Denys  R,  Gardiner,  Ra?_ph  E.  Gardiner. 

3.  Wilson,  N.Y.  'Walter  Klabunde,  Jerry  Farrell,  Karriette  Klabunde, 

4.  Middleport,  N.Y.  G,  John  LWhrer . 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  N . Y . Gail  Seamans ,  Robert  Basinski,  Ken  Cohen,  Dolores  Seamans. 

6 o  Port  Maitland , Ont .  Edward  Williams. 

7*  Lowbanks , Ont .  Mary  Louise  Emerson, James  Braunberns,  Marjorie  Emerson. 

8,  Fort  Erie, Ont,  David  Freeland,  Edward  "essler,  Betty  Harris,  Kathy  McNamara, 

•Harry  Newman,  Phyllis  Newman,  Norma  Rose over,  Ray  Rose over, 
Bill  Townsend,  Julia  Wells, 

9.  Grand  Island,  N.Y.  Brad  Lown,  Linda  Grimble,  Paul  Grimble,  Stanley  Kin-g. 

10.  Akron,  N.Y.  William  Vaughan  and  bird  class. 

11.  Buffalo,  N.Y.  Kenneth  Balmas. 


12,  Lancaster,  N.Y.  Marie  Tfendling,  Ann  Bauer,  Ima  Bill,  Dorothy  Dann  er,  Fred 

Danner,  Ray  Franz,  Gertrude  Webster,  Cy  Wolf ling,  Mark  Wolf ling. 


13.  Batavia,  N.Y. 


14,  Hamburg,  N.Y. 


Max  Mason,  Marion  Bee,  Ronald  Colantonio,  Charles  Graney, 

Eileen  Hull,  Robert  Hull,  David  Keller,  George  Mahaney,  Jane 
Mason,  Max  Mason  Jr.,  Targe  Pixley,  Gordon  Salway  ,  Favid 
Thompson,  Donald  Thurau. 

Lynn  Rochester,  Anna  Mae  Bacon,  Edward  Bacon,  Helen  Creighton, 
Myles  Firey,  Pat  Firey,  Adelaide  Hunley,  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Robert 
Leonard,  Bob  Mauser,  Ev  Mauser,  Polly  Pruss,  Clayton  Squires, 
Ruth  Squires,  Johanna  Walter,  Cletus  Weaver,  Elsie  Webb,  Fred 
Webb,  Margaret  Zink. 
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Sections  &.  Observers,  cont* 


15.  Java,  N.Y. 

David  Bigelow,  Douglas  Bassett,  Esther  Becker,  Michael 
Buccieri,  Norman  Bunting,  Hans  Kunze ,  Harry  Sinclair, 

Sylvia  Sinclair,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Larry  Van  Syckle,  Edward  Yates. 

16,  Angola,  N.Y, 

Not  covered. 

17.  Cattaraugus,  N.Y. 

Carolyn  Frank,  Audrey  Horbett,  Rae  IJhI. 

18.  Dele van,  N.Y. 

Donald  Clark,  Jane  Clark. 

19.  Fillmore,  N.Y. 

Allegany  County  Bird  Club  -  Katherine  Palmer,  Mrs.  John 
Baker,  Mrs.  B.E.  Barringer,  Helen  Beardsle  e,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Arthur  Burr,  Victor  Carpenter,  Faye  Clancy,  Mildred  Fero, 
Roseanna  Fiegl,  Ruth  Gilman,  Mr.  1-  Mrs.  Erwin  Howden,  Mrs. 
Brooks  Main,  Marjorie  Main,  Mrs.  John  Marvi  n,  Lintner 
Maxson,  Helen  Morse,  Andrew  Mullen,  Michael  Pitzrick,  Mrs. 
David  Richardson,  Mrs.  Ellsworth  Smith,  Mr.  &  Mrs,  H.  K. 
-Smith,  Mr,  &  Mrs.  Marion  Spencer,  Larry  Mils on,  Mr,  &  Mrs, 
Richard  Wilson. 

20,  Dunkirk ,  N . Y  „ 

Frances  Rew,  Pauline  Schwartz, 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  N.Y, 

Jamestown  Audubon  Society  -  Robert  Sundell,  Clarence  Beal, 
Gretchen  Carlson,  Otto  Carlson,  David  Cooney,  Sr.,Calla 
Freeman,  Jennie  Freeman,  Mr,  &  Mrs,  Edwin  Peterson, 

Dorothy  Pihlblad, Carol  Roby,  Ora  Swanson,  Marion  Werner. 

22 .  She  rman ,  N.Y. 

Jamestown  Audubon  Society  -  Robert  Sundell,  Flora  Elderkin, 
Elizabeth  Fillsbury,  Alan  Reckhow. 

23.  Frewsburg,  N.Y. 

Jamestown  Audubon  Society  -  Robert  Sundell,  David  Cooney  Jr. 
Flora  Elderkin,  Dann  Gulvin,  Cheryl  Morse,  Todd  Park, 

Anne  Patchen,  Elizabeth  Pillsbury. 

24,  .Allegany  S.P, ,N.f.  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club  -  John  &  Mary  Forness,  L.Ray- 


25.  Allegany,  N.Y. 

nolds » 

Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club  -  John  &  Mary  Forness,  Dorothy 
Baker,  Naomi  Baker,  Lois  Biggs,  Jamie  Doucette,  Steve 

Eaton,  Harriette  Hawley,  Fred  Meyer,  James  Van  Scoy, 

Regina  Van  Scoy. 
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Fay  197?  Bird  Count, cont. 

Sections  £  Observers,  cont. 

Allegany  County  Bird  Club  -  Doris  Burton,  Leonard  Benjamin, 
Kathern  Brown,  Lou  Burton,  Betty  Compton,  John  Compton, 

Mrs.  Harold  Mavis,  Alice  Driscoll,  Helen  Goldthwait,  Mar}r 
Jordan,  Ann  Scott,  Morris  Scott,  Bob  Smalley,  Bruce  Smalley 
Mrs.  Benson  Smith,  Mrs.  Bret  Taylor,  .Alfred  Vorhees,  Mrs. 
Heal  Wilson. 

Allegany  County  Bird  Club  -  Doris  Burton,  Celestia  Abbott, 
Helen  K.  Apsey,  Anna  Ayers,  Esther  Campbell,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Clifford  Carrier,  Joseph  Carrier,  Mrs.  Alton  Case,  Frances 
DeGroff,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edwin  Hunt,  Robert  Keople,  Mrs.  Donald 
King,  Mildred  Marshall,  Nina  McMindes,  Mr a  &  Mrs.  Robert 
Richmond,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Arthur  Runzo. 

Allegany  County  Bird  Club  -  Lorry  Chapman,  Erma  Larson  & 

Vivian  Pitzrick,  Mrs.  Adolph  Ahrens,  Dorothy  Bayless, 

Esther  Biehl,  Donald  Brink  &  Family,  Mrs,  Ira  Brown,  Vera 
Brown,  Carl  Burdick,  Doris  Burdick,  Doris  Burton,  Lou 
Burton,  Vivien  Carr,  Ann  Catlin,  Dale  Coats,  Evelyn  Coats, 
Carla  Coch,  Jim  Copenheaver,  Mrs.  Fred  Cronauer,  Ann 
Eisenhardt,  Jamie  Eisenhardt,  Christine  Ferrand,  Peter 
Finlay,  Terry  Finlay,  Eva  Ford,  Alice  Foster,  Eddy  Foster, 
Mrs.  Harold  Mritz,  Mary  Alice  Fuller,  Shirley  Galle,  Jay 
Gibson,  Louise  Gibson,  Helen  Graves,  Mr.  &.  Mrs,  George 
Hawkins,  Viola  Ide,  Norman  Ives,  Claribel  James,  Clarence 
Klingensmith,  Carol  Lewis,  Dave  Lewis,  Robert  Macauley, 
Virginia  Macauley,  Cathy  MacDonald ,  Mr.  <?  Mrs.  Ted  McClure, 
Beverly  Perry,  Linn  Phelan,  Raymond  Pitzrick,  Douglas 
Reynolds,  Ona  Reynolds,  Agnes  Rhodes,  Everett  Rhodes,  Helen 
Robinson,  Mary  Rosa,  Pauline  Sanford,  Era  Scofield,  Viola 
Sharrett,  Helen  Shear,  Rita  Sick,  Harriet  Spleth,  Tom  Spleth 
Buradean  Stein,  Helen  Thomas,  Lorena  Vossler,  Theodore 
Vossler,  Arnold  Watkins, 

-  254  Hed strom  Drive,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14226 

BOS  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 

MAY  29  —  In  spite  of  cool  and  cloudy  holiday  weekend  weather,  14  persons 
made  the  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  trip.  Unfortunately,  the  4  Whimbrels  seen 
at  Point  Abino  early  in  the  day  by  Jane  Cole  were  not  found  again,  but  during  the 
10-hour  trip  91  species  were  recorded,  including  13  species  of  shorebirds  and  9  of 
warblers.  Highlights  were  2  Whistling  Swans  off  the  end  of  Buffalo  Road,  an  Acadian 
Flycatcher,  a  Winter  Wren,  and  an  American  Woodcock  flushed  off  a  nest  with  3 
downy  young  and  2  eggs  at  Abino  Woods.  Two  Double-crested.  Cormorants  lingered  near 


26.  Cuba,  N.Y. 


27.  Bolivar,  N.Y. 


28.  Alfred,  N.Y. 
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September  28th: 


October  12th: 


September  11th: 


September  25th: 


October  9th: 


Two  films  from  Fawk  Fountain  Sanctuary.  "Birds  of  Prey 
of  Northeastern  Forth  America"  is  a  28  minute  film 
narrated  by  Alexander  Scourby,  The  second  film, 

"Golden  Eagles"  is  24  minutes,  filmed  at  the  Snake 
River  Bird  of  Prey  Refuge..  Both  are  in  color. 

Annual  Meeting,  Once  again  we  will  have  a  dinner  meet¬ 
ing  at  the  Trap  &  Field  Club  in  Cheektowaga,  Patch  for 
the  next  issue  of  The  Prothonotary  for  details.  Our 
program  will  consist  of  a  50  minute  color  film,  "In 
the  Shadow  of  the  Falcon",  depicting  the  natural  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Peregrine  Falcon,  the  cause  of  its  decline 
in  North  America  and  what  measures  are  currently  be¬ 
ing  employed  to  save  it.  The  program  will  be  presented 
by  Ms.  Phyllis  R.  Dague,  research  assistant  employed  by 
the  Peregrine  Fund  at  the . Laboratory  of  Ornithology  at 
Cornell  University.  Ms.  Dague  is  assistant  editor  of 
the  Fund’s  annual  newsletter  and  is  also  engaged  in  be- 
havorial  observations  of  falcons  and  assists  in  field 
work  at  Peregrine  nests.  She  is  a  native  of  Wisconsin 
and  attended  the  University  of  Wisconsin  at  Madison. 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Field  trip  to  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie ... "Migrants, 
Long-Legged  or  Short,"  Co-leaders,  Joe  Thill  (tel. 
8?7-?257)  and  Ed  Williams  (tel.  875-8212  days).  We  will 
meet  at  the  Vermont  &  Busti  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge 
at  8:00  a.rri.,  or  at  the  first  parking  lot  south  of  the 
Peace  Fridge  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  Niagara  River 
at  8:15. 

Field  trip  to  B.O.S.  Section  2... "Where  to  Find  Birds 
in  Section  2,"  Co-leaders,  Ralph  Gardiner  (tel.  4l6- 
871-3545)  and  Denys  Gardiner  (tel.  416-639-3843).  This 
is  the  fourth  in  our  program  of  scheduling  field  trips 
entirely  within  a  B.O.S.  Section,  so  bring  your  Section 
2  map  and  make  notes  while  we  bird.  We  will  meet  at 
8:00  a.m,  in  the  village  of  Chippawa,  Ontario,  at  the 
point  where  1  Jq lland^P-’i-v  enters  the  Niagara  River. 

This  is  just  at  the  end  of  the  Niagara  Parkway  from 
Fort  Erie. 


PROGRAM  -  COUNTS 

Fall  Count.  Compiler,  Tom  Hager  (tel, 839-9757 • )  Call  Tom 
to  volunteer  to  cover  one  of  the  B.O.S.  Sections  in  this 
important  annual  census  of  the  B.O.S,  Territory. 
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Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  Fifth  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compiler,  Mr.  David  B.  Freeland,  60  Hayma  rket 
Square,  East  Amherst,  New  York  14051. 
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.  The  meteorological  pattern  in  June  was  mixed  with  unseasonably  cool 

foTt™  ZllltZ1**  Sf  flrSt  bah  °f  the  m°nth  and  Pleasant  e^ly  summer  weather 
nartu^  nf 1 oSrA  The  average  temperature  for  the  period  was  64.4°  (F),  a  de- 
°'f  mfrom  The  norm.  Precipitation  measured  2.79  inches  0  S6  inchp=? 

recorded^the  Cvtlf  ^tT  Weather  disturbances.  (Meteorological  data  as 

recorded  at  the  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

T  There  were  many  interesting  ornithological  events  worthy  of  note  during 

Point  on  Lake  F  ?  ■  ?  a?J!  ^°in?  to  the  discovery  of  a  Wandering  Tattler  at  Windmill 

o?“eoo^s  on  JSe  8th  Th™  -f  Erle’  0nt?ri°  by  Freeland,  our  compiler 

Pacific  fnfl at  «h  k-  "  10  c~stances  leading  to  the  discovery  of  this  rare 

Pacific  Coast  shorebird  are  a  story  in  itself  and  ably  related  by  Dave  in  an  arti- 

tho  fourthetimentMsSh1Srh"  f’ffioe  to  raolltic,n  here,  the  record  constitutes  only 
the  fourth  time  this  bird  has  been  reported  east  of  the  Kississippi  River  and  two 

of  the  previous  three  sightings  were  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  the  B,0  S 

inUh  area'+  ,Cne’ ,an  adNt  bird  in  breeding  plumage,  was  discovered  in  July  I960 
winthrec^l°^ t  location  at  Windmill  Point  as  Freeland’s  Tattler!  Veteran  birders 
,  1  recall  the  excitement  attending  the  event  as  the  I960  bird  was  sharing  the 
shoreline  with  an  American  Oystercatcher.  " 

hS  t^e  result  of  the  influx  of  birders  attracted  by  the  Tattler,  two 
other  discoveries  were  made  at  Windmill  Point.  On  June  11th,  Mark  Jennings  of 

a^nh^0*1’  Cam®  ?°  thls  location  to  see  the  Wandering  Tattler  when\e  noticed 

at  the"po5X  SThhEY  3™.°"  the  west  road  .^parallel  to  the  shore 

at  the  Point.  The  late  date  and  the  bird’s  actions  around  the  spruce  caused  him 

to  climb  the  tree  and,  approximately  thirty  feet  up,  discovered  a  well  concealed 

nest  woven  into  the  twigs  of  the  pendulous  outer  branches  Doth  thMi  Eh 

notified  Tf"?  in  a  S+'ate  of  hVh  excitement.  In  July^upon  being9 

notified  of  Jennings’  find,  Robert  Andrle  visited  the  site  on  the  (L  n  V  !  g 

male  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  singing  and  saw  the  bird  feeding  a  half  groA,  cowblrd^  ‘ 
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On  July  9th,  Andrle  retrieved  the  nest  and  one  infertile  egg,  both  of  which  now  re¬ 
pose  in  the  collection  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  It  represents 
the  first  verified  nesting  of  this  species  in  our  study  area  and  one  of  but  a  few 
recorded  away  from  the  boreal  forests  of  North  America,  On  June  11th,  also, 

Dorothy  McMichael  went  to  Windmill  Point  to  see  the  Tattler  and  discovered  a  sing¬ 
ing  male  Prothonotary  Warbler  in  a  tree  near  an  area  of  heavy  shrubbery  and  under- 
growth  at  the  base  of  the  Point,  The  bird  could  not  be  located  again  after  that 
date  and  its  presence  in  such  an  unlikely  habitat  for  this  species  at  the  height 
of  the  nesting  season  has  led  to  speculation  that  it  might  have  been  filling  the 
role  of  helper  at  a  Yellow  Warbler *s  nest.  On  June  18 th,  Arthur  Clark  and  a  group 
of  student  birders  visited  Allegany  State  Park  where  he  was  surprised  to  find  a 
singing  Ruby-crown  Kinglet  in  the  pines  near  the  Administration  Building  at  Red 
House  Lake,  A  singing  male  Northern Parula  was  also  seen  at  that  time. 

Also  of  interest  in  June  are  reports  of  nesting  Prarie  Warblei6  in  both 
Chautauqua  and  Allegany  counties.  This  bird  has  demonstrated  preference  for  nest¬ 
ing  in  fallow  fields  replanted  with  pine  and  spruce  trees  between  the  heights  of 
four  to  eight  feet  although  the  nest  site  itself  frequently  is  in  broad-leafed 
shrubs  and  bushes.  Diligent  field  work  by  Southern  Tier  birders  next  year  should 
produce  even  more  records  as  the  species  seems  to  be  achieving  the  status  of  a 
locally  common  summer  resident  where  suitable  habitat  exists.  With  the  extensive 
reforestation  with  evergreens  being  encouraged  by  the  Department  of  Environmental 
Conservation  in  Allegany,  Cattaraugus  and  Chautauqua  counties,  a  vic&.ble  breeding 
population  in  the  Southern  Tier  should  not  be  discounted,  Robert  Sundell  of  James¬ 
town  has  reported  two  new  nesting  locations  for  the  Acadian  Flycatcher  in  Chautauqua 
County;  one  at  Barcelona  in  the  Town  of  Westfield  and  the  second  near  Findlay  Lake 
in  the  Toim  of  Kina,  On  June  26th,  Alan  Reckhow  saw  an  adult  male  Worm-eating 
Warbler  perched  in  a  sumach  bush  at  the  entrance  to  his  summer  home  in  the  Town  of 
North  Harmony  in  Chautauqua  County,  Finally,  on  June  30th,  Robert  Andrle  observed 
an  unprecedented  'flight*  of  early  migrant  shorebirds  at  Times  Beach  in  Buffalo 
Harbor,  The  group,  which  included  15  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  20  Least  Sandpipers  and 
3  Short— billed  Powitchers,  preceded  the  average  arrival  date  by  eight  days. 

Older  members  of  the  Society  were  saddened  to  learn  of  the  cfeath  of  Tom 
Bourne  of  Hamourg,  at  the  age  of  85,  on  June  14th,  Tom  was  an  ardent  birder  and 
a  frequent  contributor  of  records  from  southern  Erie  County  to  the  'Noteworthy  Re¬ 
cords'  section  of  this  newsletter  until,  illness  in  1976  curtailed  his  field  activi¬ 
ties,  An  obituary  appears  elsewhere  in  this  issue, 

Joseph  F,  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  14217 
NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  'Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
d.jacent  Ontario  (B,0eS.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files 
of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society, 
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*  -  Indicates  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 


L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 


Common  Loon  June 

2 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

A  ndrle 

m 

8 

2  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Freeland,  et  al. 

It 

12 

1  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

4 

4  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

A .Clark, Schaff ner 

et  al. 

Cattle  Egret 

II 

8 

1  Alabama 

Morse 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

1,2 

1  Times  Beach 

A  ndrle 

Least  Bittern 

If 

22 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Whistling  Swan 

It 

4 

1  Crescent  Park, Ont. 

Schaff ner,  et  al. 

ft 

11 

1  Oak  Orchard  WMA. 

Schaff ner,  et  al. 

Gadwall 

II 

11 

4  Iroquois  NWR 

Schaff ner,  et  al. 

Green- winged  Teal 

II 

10,16 

1,2  Times  Beach 

A ndrle 

II 

11 

4  Iroquois  NWR 

Schaff ner,  et  al. 

.American  Wigeon 

II 

3-30 

2-5  Times  Beach 

A ndrle,  et  al. 

II 

8 

2  Erie  Beach,  Ont, 

Freeland 

II 

11 

4  Iroquois  NWR 

Schaff ner,  et  al. 

Northern  Shoveler 

II 

11 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Schaff ner,  et  al. 

Redhead 

If 

16 

1  Times  Beach 

A  ndrle 

Hooded  Merganser 

II 

11 

7  Iroquois 'NWR 

Schaffner,  et  al. 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

8 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Freeland 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

II 

4 

1  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

Marsh  Hawk 

If 

14,15,2? 

1,1,1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

II 

22 

2  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

29 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Turkey 

II 

5 

1  Allegany  S.P. 

Freeland,  et  al. 

If 

18 

1  Allegany  S.P. 

Schaffner,  et  al. 

Semipalmated.  Plover 

II 

8L 

1  Windmill  Ft . , Ont • 

Freeland 

Black-bellied  Plover" 

3L 

1  Times  Beach 

A  ndrle 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

II 

8L 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

Freeland 

Upland  Sandpiper 

If 

14 

9  Clarence 

Freeland 

II 

25 

15  Clarence 

McKa le  s , Ro  sche  s 

^Wandering  Tattler 

II 

8-10,11 

1  Windmill  Pt.,0nt. 

Freeland,  A ndrle, 

r 

V-. 

et  al. 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

II 

30 

1  Times  Beach 

A  ndrle 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

II 

16,30 

1,15  Times  Beach 

A ndrle 

II 

25 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Me Ka le  s , Ro  s  che  s 

If 

28 

6  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

Least  Sandpiper 

II 

8L 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

II 

30F 

20  Times  Beach 

Andrle 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

30F 

3  Times  Beach 

A ndrle 
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Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

June 

8 

26  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

If 

8 

34  Erie  Beach,  Ont, 

Freeland 

tl  ' 

101, ROE 

15,1  Times  Beach 

Andrle 

II 

11L 

10  Iroquois  NWR 

Schaffner,  et  al. 

Sander  line; 

IV 

8L 

1  Windmill  Pt . , Ont . 

Freeland 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

It 

5,15 

4  Erie  Beach,  Ont, 

Andrle 

ft 

5 

2  Windmill  Pt • , Ont • 

Andrle 

IV 

8,26 

4,1  Erie  Beach,  Ont, 

Freeland,  et  al. 

ft 

26 

4  Wind  mill  Pt-  • ,  Ont  • 

Freelands 

Bonaparte ' s  Gull 

It 

8,26 

9,16  Erie  Beach,  Ont, 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Common  Tern 

VI 

16 

1  Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

Caspian  Tern 

It 

8L 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Black  Tern 

II 

26 

80  Erie  Beach,  Ont, 

Freelands 

Barn  Owl 

n 

17 

1  East  Amherst 

Fre eland 

Short-eared  Cwl 

If 

11 

1  Wainfleet  Bop 9  Ont, 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

It 

13 

1  St, Catharine ’s,  Ont, 

Chappie 

tl 

24 

1  Newstead 

Freeland 

It 

27 

1  Belmont 

Pitzricks 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

II 

4 

1  Randolph 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Tufted  Titmouse 

II 

1-30 

2-3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

11 

4-5 

1  Allegany  S.P, 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Red -breasted  Nuthatch 

ft 

1,13 

1,1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

ft 

4-5 

1  Allegany  S.P, 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Brown  Creeper 

It 

7 

3  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

ft 

13 

3  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Winter  Wren 

It 

19 

2  Allenberg  Bog 

Chappie 

tt 

4 

1  So, Valley  Twp, 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Carolina  Wren 

It 

21 

2  Leon 

Wagner,  Happ 

It 

30 

2  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

O’Dell 

Mockingbird' 

It 

22 

1  Varysburg 

Freeland 

tt 

27 

1  Belmont 

Pitzricks 

Eastern  Bluebird 

It 

1-30 

4  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

VI 

io 

1  West  Seneca 

Freeland 

ft 

10 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

ft 

30 

6  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

It 

1-15 

2-5  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

tt 

4 

1  Vollentine 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Ruby  -crowned  Kinglet 

It 

12 

1  Ward 

Brooks , Klingensmit! 
et  al,  (BOS) 

tl 

4-5 

1  Allegany  S.P. 

Freeland,  et  al, ; 
.Andrle,  et  al. 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

It 

11 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Schaffner,  et  al. 

ft 

11 

1  Windmill  Pt . , Ont • 

lie  Michael,  et  al. 

Tennessee  Warbler 

tt 

6L 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Nashville  Warbler 

If 

3-20 

1-4  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

4-5 

2  Allegany  S.P. 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Northern  Parula 

l|r 

7 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

It 

4-5 

3,1  Allegany  S.P. 

Freeland,  et  al. ; 
Andrle,  et  al. 
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Black-thr a  Blue  Warble  r 

June 

1-9 

1 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

"  1 

,12,13 

2 

2,7? 

7127 w 

2 

* 

12 

3 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

fi 

1-5L 

1- 

-2 

rt 

5L 

1 

Blaclcpoll  Warbler 

ti 

5L 

1 

ft 

5L 

1 

Fine  Warbler 

11 

7,12 

2 

,1 

Prairie  Warbler 

it 

4 

1 

ft 

12 

3 

House  Finch 

it 

1-30 

6* 

-8 

tt 

4-6 

2 

it 

7,27 

1 

,1 

"13 

,16,21 

2 

■White-throated  Sparrow 

tt 

2-25 

3 

ft 

7,12 

2 

,4 

it 

21 

1 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Ward 

Brooks 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Alfred  area 

BrooksjAndrle, 
et  al.  (BOS) 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Thunder  Bay,0nt. 

Andrles 

Erie  Beach,  Onta 

Andrles 

Wind  mill  Ft • , Ont . 

A  ndrle  s 

Phillips  Creek  S.F. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Carroll  Twp. 

A ndrle,  et  al. 

Alfred  area 

A ndrle, et  al.(BCS) 

Eggertsville 

He  Kales 

Angelica 

We sc he s 

North  Buffalo 

He Hie ha el 

Snyder 

DeKleines 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Fhillips  Creek  S.F. 

Brooks , Klingensmith 
et  al . 

Petrolia 

Fitzricks 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year 


246 


Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  1 

Total  for  year  aaaaaaaaeaaaao.aaeseae.aoaacaao  247 

1977  NESTING  RECORDS  -  III 


Least  Bittern 

June 

11 

N3E 

Tifft  Farm 

A ndrle,  et  al. 

American  Bittern 

ft 

11 

N3I  IE 

Tifft  Farm 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Hooded  Merganser 

tt 

10 

1  ad.,7Y 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Hooded  Merganser 

ft 

15 

1  ad , ,  4Y 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Goshawk 

tl 

12 

N  1Y 

Bird sail 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Ruffed  Grouse 

ft 

10 

1  ad.,5Y 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Ruffed  Grouse 

ft 

26 

1  ad . , 5Y 

Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Comtrion  Gallinule 

tl 

11 

N  7E 

Tifft  Farm 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

•  It 

13 

1  ad . ,4Y0 

Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

Long-eared  Owl 

If 

12 

2  ad , , N 

Bird sail 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Belted  Kingfisher 

If 

10 

N 

Times  Beach 

A  ndrle 

Alder  Flycatcher 

tt 

23;  28 

Ad . , N  2E ; 

N  robbed’ 

Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

Alder  Flycatcher 

ft 

30 

N  IE 

Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

Least  Flycatcher 

ft 

29 

2  ad. ,4Y 

Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

E,  Bluebird 

30 

6  ad , , 10 

ro, 

N  5Y 

Amity 

Pitzricks 

Yellow«-rumped  Warbler" 

14 

2  ad., 2  YO  Alfred  area 

Brooks 
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The  Wandering  Tubbier  :  A  Case  Study  in  Identification  and  jjisorientation 

By  David  B.  Freeland 

On  June  8’»  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  discover  a  Wandering  Tattler  at 
Windmill  Point,  Ontario,  a  bird  that  was  subsequently  seen  by  perhaps  hundreds 
of  birders  through  June  13.  The  process  of  identification  may  be  of  some  in¬ 
terest  to  birders  in  general,  and  the  documentation  of  the  species  is  certainly 
important  to  ornithologists  in  the  B.O.S.  area  and  the  Province  of  Ontario  alike. 

June  8,  as  it  turned  out,  was  the  date  of  the  annual  B.O.S,  year-ending 
picnic  meeting  at  Fort  Erie.  If  there  were  ever  a  stimulus  for  attending  a  B.O.S, 
picnic  meeting,  the  Tattler  certainly  provided  it,  as  will  soon  be  evident. 

Having  nearly  two  hours  to  occupy  before  the  picnic's  scheduled  6:30  p.m. 
start,  I  planned  a  little  binding,  I  stopped  at  Times  Beach  in  Buffalo,  then  cross¬ 
ed  the  Peace  Bridge  and  checked  both  the  upper  Niagara  River  and  Erie  Beach.  As  I 
still  had  45  minutes  before  the  start  of  the  picnic,  I  decided  to  drive  five  miles 
down  the  Canadian  shore  to  visit  Windmill  Point,  a  favorite  birding  stop  in  the 
Fort  Erie  area.  By  5 s 55  p.m,  I  was  on  the  beach  between  the  flat,  rocky  points  that 
are  Windmill's  chief  attractions.  A  shorebird  was  in  view,  and  it  was  somewhat 
larger  than  a  Killdeer. 

Although  the  strong  sunlight  x^as  directly  behind  the  bird,  experience 
told  me  there  were  some  unusual  aspects  to  this  shorebird.  Host  notable  was  the 
heavy  barring  from  chin  to  undertail  coverts  on  what  seemed  otherwise  to  be  Ttfhite 
underparts.  The  legs  —  somewhat  shorter  than  a  yellowlegs  would  have,  although 
otherwise  they  had  a  yellowlegs- like  look  —  seemed  dull  redish  lighted  from  behind, 
perhaps  a  yellowish-orange,  A  prominent  eyestripe  from  bill  through  eye  was  very 
noticeable.  Otherwise  its  plumage  showed,  no  visible  field  marks. 

The  bill  was  rather  long  and  straight.  This  was  important  in  viex-jr  of  the 
fact  that  my  first  impression  was  that  the  bird  might  be  a  breeding-plumage  Stilt 
Sandpiper.  But  the  bird's  size,  longer-than-Stilt  bill  and  relatively  short,  light- 
colored  legs  seemed  most  unlike  Stilt  Sandpiper.  The  sun  kept  me  from  ascertaining 
colors  well  enough  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  bird  had  the  Stilt  Sandpiper's 
rusty  head  stripes. 

Determined  to  -  swing  around  the  bird  to  a  position  where  the  light  would 
be  improved,  I  started  down  the  beach  toward  the  West.  Almost  at  once  the  bird  flew, 
showing  wings  that  were  quite  long  and  more  pointed  than  most  shorebirds.  Also  evi¬ 
dent  in  flight  was  the  totally  dark  coloration  of  the  upperparts. , . head,  back,  'wings, 
rump  and  tail.  No  mark  broke  this  pattern,  save  possibly  for  slightly  darker  primar¬ 
ies  and  secondaries.  The  rump-tail  pattern  quickly  eliminated  Stilt  Sandpiper  as  a 
possibility,  which  my  subsequent  views  in  good  sunlight  would  easily  confirm. 

Stalking  back  doxm  on  the  bird  under  better  light  conditions,  its  legs 
now  revealed  themselves  to  be  a  solid  yellow,  not  quite  as  bright  as  a  yellowlegs. 
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The  bill  was  medium  gray.  The  barring  on  the  otherwise  white  underparts  and  all 
other  color  on  the  plumage  were  solid,  fairly  dark  gray. 

At  close  range,  the  bird's  call  notes  could  be  heard  whenever  it  took 
flight.  It  was  a  musical,  tinkling  call  of  from  five  to  seven  notes,  uttered 
rapidly.  The  notes  were  quite  unlike  any  other  shorebird  I  knew.  Each  time  it 
landed  it  teetered  a  few  times,  much  in  the  fashion  of  a  Spotted  Sandpiper,  These 
varied  observations  are  always  important  to  make  note  of  whenever  an  unknown  bird 
is  under  study,  for  it  is  the  combination  of  field  characters  —  major  coloration, 
plumage  markings,  body  features,  flight  characteristics,  habits,  song  or  notes,  etc, 
—  plus  habitat  and  even  time  of  year  that  make  it  possible  to  conclude  a  bird's 
true  identity.  My  shorebird  gave  a  variety  of  these  "signals"  that  would  help 
confirm  its  identification,  whenever  I  was  able  to  review  the  field  guides. 

The  process  of  elimination  becomes  a  birder's  stock  in  trade  when  faced 
with  a  difficult  identification,  and  I  could  quickly  eliminate  from  contention 
more  than  50  Eastern  and  European  shorebirds  that  I  was  familiar  with  in  life. 
Lacking  first-hand  experience  with  some  Western  birds  and  absent  knowledge  of  many 
.Asiatics,  I  was  sure  that  the  bird  was  a  species  unknown  to  me,  I  thought  I  re¬ 
called  that  Wandering  Tattler  had  barred  underparts  in  spring  plumage,  but  until  I 
could  check  the  field  guides  back  at  my  car,  I  was  not  absolutely  sure  of  the  iden¬ 
tification,  A  drawing  in  Robbins,  Bruun  and  Zim's  "Birds  of  N0rth  America"  clinched 
it,  however,  as  did  a  further  review  of  descriptions  of  Polynesian  Tattler  and 
other  barred-breasted  shorebirds. 

By  6;30  p.m.,  the  good  fortune  of  having  the  B,0,S,  picnic  meeting  just  a 
few  miles  away  paid  off.  At  least  20  members  of  B.O.S,  were  ushered  avja^/  to  Wind¬ 
mill  Point  and  were  able  to  see  the  bird  that  evening.  In  subsequent  days  perhaps 
hundreds  of  birders  from  Ontario,  New  York  and  elsewhere  came  to  see  the  bird.  Many 
photographs  were  taken,  and  one  was  published  in  the  June  15  Toronto  Globe  &  Mail, 
The  photos  were  important  since  they  would  allow  the  Wandering  Tattler  to  be  re¬ 
moved  from  Ontario's  hypothetical  list. 

Interestingly,  the  record  proved  to  be  the  third  for  Wandering  Tattler  in 
the  same  stretch  of  Lake  Erie  shoreline.  It  was  just  the  fourth  known  record  East 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains  for  a  bird  that  breeds  in  Alaska,  the  Yukon  and  Siberia, 
and  winters  in  Mexico,  Western  South  America  and  Pacific  Islands  as  far  as  New 
Zealand,  the  Philippines  and  Japan,  Even  within  its  normal  range,  Wandering  Tattler 
is  not  known  to  be  a _ particularly  common  bird. 

Yet  on  August  1,  1948  a  Wandering  Tattler  in  fall  plumage  —  without 
barring  on  the  underparts  —  was  found  at  Sugarloaf  Beach  just  West  of  Port  Col- 
borne,  Attempts  failed  to  collect  it  as  the  East's  first  specimen.  Then,  on 
July  12,  I960  a  Wandering  Tattler  in  breeding  plumage  was  discovered  at,  incredibly, 
Windmill  Pointi  ^  It  stayed  through  July  15,  and  photographs  were  taken.  Unfortun¬ 
ately,  however,  the  films  were  lost  and  the  Tattler  remained  "hypothetical"  in 
Ontario,  On  May  25,  1968  a  breeding-plumage  Wandering  Tattler  appeared  at  Monomoy 
Island  off  Chatham,  Massachusetts. ^  pt  remained  until  May  30.  These  three  appar- 
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ently  are  the  only  records  East  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  prior  to  1977.  There  are  at 
least  two  records  from  the  Phoenix,  Arizona  area  and  several  from  the  Salton  Sea, 
California  and  a  handful  of  other  inland  localities  West  of  the  Continental  Divide, 

As  a  further  point  of  interest,  the  Tattler* s  presence  gave  rise  to  two 
other  unusual  records.  The  influx  of  Tattler  seekers  to  Windmill  Point  resulted 
in  the  discovery  of  a  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  feeding  a  young  Brown-headed  Cowbird,  a 
new  breeding  locality  for  the  kinglet,  and  a  male  Prothonotary  Warbler  possibly  on 
territory,  again  a  very  unusual  locality.  This  just  goes  to  show  that  the  birds 
are  "there",., if  the  birders  are. 

Why  would  a  Wandering  Tattler  live  up  to  its  name  so  incredibly?  Why 
would  the  fourth  record  East  of  the  Rockies  be  the  third  for  the  same  stretch  of 
shore?  Only  the  Tattler  knows  for  sure.  But  we  can  surmise  that  disorientation 
of  migrant  birds  is  the  reason.  When  finding  itself  over  the  Great  Lakes,  its 
instinct  would  surely  draw  it  to  the  most  suitable  resting  and  feeding  habitat  it 
could  find.  Windmill  Point's  rocky  shore,  and  the  nearby  rock  jetty  where  it  also 
spent  many  hours  feeding  in  crevasses  between  the  rocks,  provided  habitat  not  unlike 
the  West  Coast  areas  it  normally  favors.  It  was  surely  a  needle  in  a  haystack 
opportunity,  but  Windmill  Point  is  a  well-birded.  location  and,  fortunately  for  orni¬ 
thological  records,  a  birder  found  it.  And,  fortunately  for  many  birders,  the 
Tattler  remained  six  days  and  allowed  untold  numbers  of  people  to  add  it  to  their 
life  lists  without  a  trip  to  the  West  Coast,  And  fortunately  even  again,  for  the 
ornithologists  who  "keep  the  books"  on  Ontario  bird  life,  recognizable  photographs 
are  now  available  for  the  official  record,  to  let  Wandering  Tattler  come  off  the 
hypothetical  list  and  at  last  be  an  acceptable  part  of  the  Province's  rich  orni¬ 
thological  history, 

1  "Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region,  "Beardsley  and  Mitchell. 

2  Ibid 

3  "American  Birds,"  22:505. 

—  60  Haymarket  Square,  East  Amherst,  N.Y,  14051 
ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 

SPECIES  DOWN,  INDIVIDUALS  UP  ON  B.O.S,  MINI-RUNS 

by  David  B.  Freeland 

A  slight  decrease  in  species,  to  81  from  84  in  1976,  but  a  significant 
increase  in  individuals,  to  5716  from  5438,  highlighted  the  second  year  of  the 
Society's  Mini-Run  breeding  bird  survey  program.  All  12  of  the  12-mile,  25-stop 
runs  were  conducted  successfully. 
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B«O.So  Mini-Runs,  cont. 

A  Mini-Run  is  conducted  over  a  predetermined  automobile  route  in  a  fashion 
similar  to  the  U,S.  Fish  &  Wildlife  Survey’s  breeding  bird  program,  but  each  Mini- 
Run  is  half  as  long  as  the  federal  counterpart 0  Stops  are  made  every  half-mile,  and 
all  birds  seen  or  heard  are  noted.  The  mini-Runs  were  to  be  conducted  between  June 
11-26,  beginning  at  5s 10  a»m,  under  optimum  birding .conditions. 

The  B.O.S,  program  is  organized  for  a  five-year  study,  to  help  substantiate 
population  trends  and  other  data.  While  interesting  data  are  available  from  the 
first  two  years  of  the  study,  definitive  findings  of  any  sort  must  await  completion 
of  the  full  program.  Among  the  findings  in  1977' s  Iiini-Run  summaries  were  theses 

1.  Extraordinary  is  the  coincidence  that  exactly  as  many  Starlings  (719)  were  ob- 
observed  in  1977  as  in  1976.  Willow  Flycatcher  also  came  in  exactly  as  in  1976, 
both  from  a  total  individuals  and  a  number  of  runs  recorded  standpoint.  Upland 
Sandpiper*  Yellow-throated  Vireo  and  Chestnut-sided  Warbler  totals  :  were  also 
equal  to  the  first  year  of  the  program.  Nearly  identical  were  totals  for  Rock 
Dove,  Least  Flycatcher,  American  Robin,  Warbling  Vireo  and  Red-winged  Blackbird, 
among  those  most  interesting, 

'  ?  -J'«  ! 

2.  Seen  in  1977  but  not.  in  1976  were  newcomers  Pied-billed  Grebe,  Common  Snipe, 
Common  Tern,  Fileated  Woodpecker,  Rough-winged  Swallow ,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch, 
Long-billed  Marsh- Wren,  Black- throated  Green  Warbler,  Mourning  Warbler,  House 
Finch,  Honslow's  Sparrow  and  Swamp  Sparrow, 

3.  Missing  in  1977  after  having  been  observed  in  1976  were  Black-crowned.  Night 
Heron,  America n  Bittern,  Canada  Goose,  Wood  Duck,  Red-shouldered  Hawk,  Common 
Gallinule,  Common  Night hawk,  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  Alder  Flycatcher,  Bank 
Swallow,  Tufted  Titmouse,  Carolina  Wren,  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher,  Magnolia  Warbler 
and  Hooded  Warbler, 

4.  Most  abundant  species  were  Common  Grackle  (862,  leapfrogging  from  third  to  first 
place  in  a  year),  Red-winged  Blackbird  (850),  Starling  (719) »  House  Sparrow 

(506,  slipping  ahead  of  its  fifth-place  position  last  year),  and  American  Robin  (473) 

5.  Most  widespread  species  were  American  Robin  (encountered  on  206  of  300  total 
Iiini-Run  stops),  Song  Sparrow  (181  stops),  Red-winged  Blackbird  (174),  Common 
Grackle  (157)»  and  Starling  (157). 

6.  Notable  high  counts  on  individual  Mini-Runs  included  Red-winged  Blackbird 
(176  on  24  of  25  stops  in  Mini-Run  A),  American  Robin  (86-23-E),  Starling 
(80-22-C),  Common  Grackle  (186-21-A),  Common  Crow  (on  23  stops  in  J),  and 
Song  Sparrow  (22  stops  in  both  A  and  B). 

7.  Mini-Run  K  repeated  as  the  most  diversified  route  with  53  species  recorded 
(58  in  1976),  followed  by  Mini-Run  D  with  50.  Busiest  recorder  was  in  Mini- 
Run  E,  where  842  individuals  were  listed,  followed  by  Mini-Run  B's  735 »  In 
1976,  Mini-Run  A  was  busiest  at  765  individuals. 
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8,  Other  notable  statistics  include  the  absence  once  again  of  nocturnal  birds 
(owls,  American  Woodcock  and,  in  1977 »  Common  Nighthawk).  Also ^absent  were 
Ruby- throated  Hummingbird  and  —  possibly  due  to  the  severe  1976-77  winter 
—  both  Tufted  Titmouse  and  Carolina  Wren,  The  observations  of  Upland  Sand 
piper,  Grasshopper  Sparrow  and  Henslow’s  Sparrow  were  rewarding. 


Thanks  to  all  observers  and  assistants  who  cooperated  to  make  the  1977 
Mini-Run  program  in  Erie  County  just  as  successful  as  the  1976  program; 

MINI-RUN  (AREA),  OBSERVER  A  S5ISTA  NT 


A  (Grand  Island) 

B  ( Amherst-Clarence ) 

C  ( Tve  nm ore- Che  e  kt  owa  ga ) 

D  (Clarence-Newstead) 

E  (Hamburg-Evans) 

F  (Hamburg-Orchard.  Park) 
G  (Elma-Lancaster) 

H  (Wales-Marilla) 

I  (Evans-Brant) 

J  (Boston-North  Collins) 
K  (Concord-Collins) 

L  ( Sardinia- C olden) 


Harriette  Klabunde 
Dave  Freeland 
Robert  Wagner 
Marie  Wendling 
Ilarcya  Foster 
Marian  Crone 
Ann  Bauer 
Stanley  King 
Gael  Bissell 
Robert  Andrle 
Frances  Rew 
Peter  Matlock 


Walter  Klabunde 

none 

none 

Margaret  Wendling 
none 

Lincoln  Crone 
none 

Jane  King 
Dick  Koelbe 
Patricia  Andrle 
Pauline  Schwartz 
Lois  Matlock 


For  comparative  purposes,  readers  are  invited  to  read  the  report  of  the 
1976  Mini- Run  program  in  the  Prothonotary,  Vol,  42,No.7»pp*  88-91. 

The  complete  statistics  of  the  1977  Mini-Runs  follow,  including  averages 
for  number  of  individuals  per  Mini-Run,  stops  recorded,  per  I'ini-Run,  and  number  of 
individuals  per  stop  for  the  12  Mini-Runs. 

The  final  column  depicts  significant  change  from  1976,  "Up"  or  "down" 
indicates  change  of  at  least  25  decimal  points  for  species  at  a  frequency  of  less 
than  1,00  and  change  of  at  least  50  percent  for  species  at  a  frequency  of  1,00  or 
greater.  "Far  up"  or  "far  down"  indicates  change  of  at  least  200  percent  for  species 
at  a  frequency  of  less  than  1,00  and  change  of  at  least  100  above  for  species  at  a 
frequency  of  1,00  or  greater. 
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TOTAL 

TOTAL 

TOTAL  KID’S  / 

stops/ 

IHDVS/ 

SPECIES  ITIDIVIDnALS 

!  STOPS 

RUTS  RUE 

RUpS 

STOP 

CHARGE 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

1 

1 

1  (E) 

.08 

.08 

;  .003 

Great  Blue  Heron 

3 

3 

2  OVO 

.25 

.25 

.010 

Green  Heron 

3 

1 

1  (J) 

.25 

.08 

.010 

Pallard 

12 

3 

2  (i,D) 

1.00 

.25 

.040 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

1 

1 

1  (  '  ) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

down 

American  Kestrel 

3 

3 

5} 

J 

.25 

.25 

.010 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

24 

18 

8  • 

2.00 

1.50 

.080 

Killdeer 

44 

32 

10 

3.67 

2.67 

.14? 

Common  Snipe 

1 

1 

1  (J) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

Upland  Sandpiper 

1 

1 

X  (j) 

.08 

,08 

.003 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

2 

2 

2  (D,H) 

.17 

.17 

.007 

doun 

Herring  Gull 

8 

4 

2  (A,G) 

.67 

.33 

.027 

Ring-billed  Gull 

Q 

S 

6 

1  (/•) 

.75 

.50 

.030 

far  doun 

Common  Tern 

6 

5 

1  (A) 

.50 

.42 

.020 

Rock  Dove 

67 

23 

12 

5.30 

1.92 

.223 

I  burning  Dove 

92 

61 

12 

7.6? 

5.08 

.307 

doun 

Yellou-billed  Cuckoo 

1 

1 

1  (E) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

doun 

Plack-billed  Cuckoo 

1 

1 

1  (B) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

doun 

Chimney  Suift 

25 

9 

5 

2.08 

.75 

.083 

Pelted  Kingfisher 

2 

2 

2  (D,IT) 

.17 

.17 

.007 

Common  flicker 

13 

12 

8 

1.08 

1.00 

.043 

doun 

Fileatcd  Woodpecker 

1 

1 

1  (K) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

Douny  Woodpecker 

14 

11 

5 

1.17 

.92 

.047 

up 

Eastern  Kingbird 

14 

11 

10 

1.17 

.92 

.047 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher 

4 

4 

2  (B,K) 

.33 

.33 

.013 

Eastern  Phoebe 

11 

10 

4 

.92 

.83 

.037 

Uillou  Flycatcher 

22 

17 

6 

1.03 

1.42 

.073 

Toast  Flycatcher 

12 

12 

4 

1.00 

1.00 

.040 

Eastern  Pood  Peuee 

28 

23 

8 

2.33 

1.92 

.093 

Horned  Lark 

4 

3 

3 

.33 

.25 

.013 

UP 

Tree  Swallow 

12 

5 

4 

1.00 

.42 

.040 

up 

Rough-uinged  Swallow 

2 

1 

1  (L) 

.17 

.08 

.007 

Barn  Suallou 

80 

41 

11 

6.67 

3.42 

.267 

Purple  Partin 

114 

28 

5 

9.50 

2.33 

.380 

up 

Blue  Jay 

28 

22 

8. 

2.33 

1.67 

.093 

Common  Crou 

m 

83 

11 

14.50 

6.92 

.530 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

41 

25 

10 

3.42 

2.08 

.137 

far  up 

White-breasted  Huthatch 

2 

2 

2  (S.K) 

.17 

.17 

.007 

Red-breasted  nuthatch 

1 

1 

1  (E) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

Rouse  Wren 

66 

55 

12 

5.50 

4.58 

.220 

Long-billed  Parsh  Wren 

2 

1 

1  (n) 

.17 

.08 

.007 

Gray  Catbird 

''•82 

68 

11 

6.83 

5.67 

.273 

Proun  Thrasher 

5 

5 

5 

.42 

.42 

.017 
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B.O.S.  Mini-Run,  cont. 


TOTAL 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

BID’S/ 

STOPS/ 

imp’s/ 

SPECIES  IM 

DIVIDUA  LS 

STOPS 

RUNS 

RUN 

RUMS 

STOP 

CHANGE 

'  merican  Robin 

473 

206  • 

12  . 

39.42 

17.17 

1.577 

Mood  Thrush 

36 

32 

O 

✓ 

3.00 

2.67 

.120 

Veery 

4 

4 

3 

.33 

.33 

.013 

Cedar  Maxt-ting 

24 

13 

7 

2.00 

1.08 

.080 

j  ■ 

Starling 

719 

157 

12 

59.92 

13.08 

2.397 

Yellow-throated  Vireo 

3 

3 

1  do 

.25 

.25 

.010 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

40 

37 

12 

3.33 

3.08 

.133 

Trarbling  Vireo 

18 

16 

8 

1.50 

1.33 

.060 

Blue-winged  Narbler 

7 

6 

3 

,58 

.50 

.023 

Yellow  Marble r 

10ft 

69 

11 

8.83 

5.75 

.353 

Plack- throated  Green  M 

.  1 

1 

1  (r) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

Chestnut-sided  7  Tarbler 

3 

3 

2  (F,K) 

.25 

.25 

.010 

■burning  Marble r 

3 

2 

1  00 

.25 

.17 

.010 

Common  Yellowthroat 

55 

48 

9 

4.58 

4.00 

.183 

American  Redstart 

6 

5 

3 

.50 

.42 

.020 

up 

House  Sparrow 

506 

113 

12 

42.17 

9.42 

1.68? 

Bobolink 

58 

26 

7 

4.83 

2.17 

.193 

Eastern  1  eadowlark 

91 

63 

11 

7.58 

5.25 

.303 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

850 

174 

12 

70.83 

14.50 

2.833 

M0rthern  Oriole 

26 

22 

8 

2.17 

I.67 

.087 

Common  Grackle  :  , 

862 

157 

12 

71.83 

13.08 

2.873 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

60 

40 

10 

5.00 

3.08 

.200 

Scarlet  Manager  MM 

5 

5 

3 

.42 

.42 

.017 

Cardinal  -  ,M 

75 

58 

11 

6.25 

4.83 

.250 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

12 

9 

3 

1.00 

.75 

,040 

Indigo  Bunting 

37 

33 

9 

3.08 

2.75 

.123 

Purple  Finch 

I 

1 

1  (B) 

.08 

.08 

,003 

far  down 

House  Finch 

1 

1 

1  (c) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

American  Goldfinch 

86 

47 

12 

7.17 

3.92 

.287 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

5 

5 

4 

.42 

.42 

.017 

far  down 

Savannah  Sparrow 

73 

44 

9 

6.08 

3.67 

.243 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

2 

2 

2  (i,j) 

.17 

.17 

.007 

down 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

2 

2 

2  (D,J) 

.17 

.17 

.007 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

5 

5 

3 

.42 

.42 

.017 

far  up 

Chipping  Sparrow 

67 

49 

12 

5.58 

4.08 

.223 

Fieis  Sparrow 

50 

45 

10 

4.17 

3.75 

.167 

up 

Swamp  Sparrow 

4 

3 

2  (B.D) 

.33 

.25 

.013 

Song  Sparrow 

316 

181 

12 

26.33 

15. 08 

1.053 

TOTALS 

5716 

O 
'  O 

cm 

12 

476.33 

25.  CO 

19.053 

81  SPECIES 

60  Haynarkot  Square,  Ea 

st  Amherst,  N.Y. 

14051 
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B.O.S.  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 

MARCH  27  —  Some  23  birders  managed,  to  limit  themselves  to  nine  vehicles 
for  a  trip  through  the  Clarence  Sinks  and  Oak  Orchard  area.  The  day's  highlight 
came  as  a  final  climax  when  Gail  Seamans  took  the  assemblage  to  Oakfield  Pond, not 
so  often  covered  by  B,0,S.  members.  There,  with  a  large  concentration  of  Canada 
Geese,  Gail  spotted  a  White-fronted  Goose.  Fran  Rew  picked  out  a  smaller-race 
goose  —  probably  Lesser  Canada  —  and  a  partial  albino  specimen,  of  normal  size 
but  very  pale  with  Canada  head  pattern.  Some  marked  Canada  Geese  were  spotted, 
five  bearing  red  plastic  bands  at  Oakfield  and  three  with  yellow  chokers  at  Cayuga 
Pool,  Total  for  Canada  Geese  was  perhaps  35»000  for  the  dajr,,  Two  blue-morph  Snow 
Geese  and  222  Whistling  Swans  were  seen.  Species  totaled  56,  plus  one  separate  race, 

-  —  Dick  Byron  &  Gail  Seamans 

JUNE  12  —  The  second  in  the  Society's  new  program  of  "sectional  explora¬ 
tions"  visited  Section  28  on  a  fine  day  for  summer  birding.  A  good  portion  of  the 
whirlwind  tour  centered  around  the  many  acres  of  mature  conifer  State  reforestation 
la  rid  and  the  Christmas  tree  plantations,  all  located  in  the  higher  elevations  (up 
to  2,300  feet)  in  Allegany  County.  In  three  separate  Christmas  tree  plantations* 
we  heard  or  observed  2  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  (one  with  food  to  feed  young),  5 
Prairie  Warblers  (including  a  just-completed  nest  in  vibernum),  and  a  Magnolia  War¬ 
bler  nest  with  four  eggs.  In  the  mature  conifer  plantings  we  observed  a  Fine  War¬ 
bler,  3  more  Yellow-rumped  Warblers,  2  to  3  White-throated  Sparrows,  a  singing  Gol¬ 
den-crowned  Kinglet,  and  singing  Hooded,  Canada,  Blackburnian,  Mourning  and  Black- 
throated  Blue  Warblers.  Several  in  the  group  of  13  got  a  fleeting  glimpse  of  a 
Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher.  After  the  group  broke  up,  one  party  went  to  Birdall  in  Sec¬ 
tion  19  and  saw  a  young  Goshawk  on  its  nest  and  2  Long-eared  Owls  protecting  their 
nest.  All  told,  including  the  latter  species,  80  vanities  were  listed.  It  was  a 
pleasure  to  meet  new  binding  enthusiasts  and  renew  friendships  with  others.  Seeing 
Alice  Ulrich  tromping  in  the  woods  and  fields  again  was  a  particular  delight! 

—  Betsy  Brooks  &  Clarence  Klingensmith 


OBITUARY 
Thomas  L.  Bourne 

Memorial  services  were  held  on  June  25,  1977  in' the  Hamburg  Methodist 
Church  for  Thomas  L.  Bourne,  who  died  on  June  14th  in  Colorado,  Born  in  1892 
Tom  started  biraing  at  the  age  of  twelve  with  Leslie  Lake  and  Jim  Savage.  He 
wandered  through  fields,  woods  and  along  streams  constantly,  being  interested  in 
Indian  Lore  and  all  wildlife  as  well  as  the  birds. 

Tom  graduated  from  the  University  of  Michigan  with  a  degree  in  Forestry 
and  first  went  to  Oregon  as  a  surveyor  for  the  forestry  department.  He  later 
taught  school  in  New  Jersey  and  birded  all  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  being  particu 
larly  interested  in  waterfowl  and  shorebirds. 
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Tom  participated  in  every  Christmas  Bird  Count  since  their  inception  and 
many  of  his  early  records  appeared  in  The  Auk  and  Bird lore .  He  was  an  active  member 
of  the  B.O.S.  since  1930  and  was  made  honorary  member  in  19^3*  He  also  was  made  an 
honorary  member  of  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  in  3.971  • 

Tom  kept  daily  bird  lists  all  through  life,  even  recording  his  observa¬ 
tions  from  wheelchair  and  hospital  bed,' 

His  many  records  were  faithfully  kept  and  published  in  The  Prothonotary , 
Tom  and  his  knowledge  of good  birding  spots  in  southern  Erie  County  will  be  greatly 
missed  by  all  members  of  the  B.O.S, 

Mrs.  R,  William  Rochester,  216  Highland  Avenue,  Hamburg,  N.Y.  14075 


NOTES 

Notice  of  Annual  Meeting  of 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc, 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 
Inc.,  a  Mew  York  corporation,  will  be  held  at  the  Buffalo  Trap  &,  Field  Club,  Cayuga 
and  Phillips  Roads,  Cheektowaga,  New  York  on  Wednesday,  the  12th  of  October,  1977  at 
8:00  p.m.  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  any  and  all  business  that  may  come  before 
the  meeting  including  the  fixing  of  dues  and  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year  and  the  election  of  members  of  the  Council  to  fill  any  vacancies  that  may  exist 
on  that  date • 


Further  Observations  of  Cattle  Egrets  in 
a  Cow  Pasture  near  Chippawa,  Ontario 

In  1976,  up  to  five  Cattle  Egrets  were  present  in  a  field  near  grazing 
cattle  at  the  Rainbow  Farms  across  the  Niagara  Parkway  from  Navy  Island  in  the  City 
of  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  from  early  April  until  mid-August.  (See  Prothonotary, 
vol.  42:7»p»93)  This  year  (1977) *  the  birds  arrived  on  May  23rd  and,  at  the  time 
of  writing  this  account  on  June  7th,  two  have  been  seen.  The  similarities  of  both 
years  is  interesting. 

The  arrival  of  the  birds  occurred  after  over  one  week  of  unseasonably 
warm  weather.  Once  again,  the  cattle  in  the  pasture  were  very  much  disturbed  by 
their  presence  although  not  bothered  by  the  gulls  which  also  foraged  regularly  there 
Initially,  the  cattle  made  loud  noises  and  chased  the  birds  but  later,  however,  the 
egrets  moved  among  them  without  seeming  to  disturb  either  adult  cows  or  calves. 

The  birds  usually  arrive  at  the  pasture  in  the  late  afternoon  around 
6:00  p,m.,DST  and  upon  leaving,  flew  across  the  Niagara  River  in  a  northerly  direc¬ 
tion,  When  visiting  the  field,  the  egrets  were  seen  only  in  the  vicinity  of  two 
herds  of  Plack  Angus  cattle  but  not  among  herds  of  other  breeds. 

Since  they  are  usually  seen  flying  towards  the  river,  it  i-rould  be  inter¬ 
esting  to  know  if  they  nested  near  Navy  Island,  near  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park  on 
the  New  York  State  side  or  in  the  upper  rapids  near  Niagara  Falls  with  the  Black- 
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Observations  of  Cattle  Egrets,  cont, 

crowned  Night  Heron  colony.  It  is  hoped  that  the  keen  observers  of  the  B„0,S.  will 
undertake  to  locate  these  possible  nesting  sites. 


R.L.  Somme rville,  Box  105,  Fort  Erie,  Ontario, 


PROGRAM  TT5ETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  to  June  inclusive,  in  the  Society’s  club 
room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science, 

October  12th;  Annual  Meeting,  Dinner  meeting  at  the  Buffalo  Trap  & 

Field  Club  at  Cayuga  and  Phillips  Roads  in  Cheektowaga, 

Dinner  preceded  by  cocktails  at  6s 30  p.m*  Cash  bar. 

Price:  $6,50  per  person.  Send  reservations  to  Society 9 s 
treasurer,  Mrs,  Doris  O’Malley,  ?60  Main  Street, Niagara 
Falls,  N,Y,  14301  (tel,  284-8709,  days).  Program  will 
consist  of  installation  of  officers  and  council  members 
for  the  coming  year  and  a  50  minute  color  film, "In  the 
Shadow  of  the  Falcon",  depicting  the  natural  history  of 
the  Peregrine  Falcon,  the  cause  of  its  decline  in  North 
America  and  what  measures  are  currently  being  employed 
to  save  it.  The  program  will  be  presented  by  Ms,  Phyllis 
R.  Dague,  research  assistant  employed  by  the  Peregrine 
Fund  at  the  Laboratory  of  Orinithology  at  Cornell  University, 

October  26th:  To  be  Announced 


PROGRAM  -  COUNTS 


October  9th s  Fall  Bird  Count,  Compiler,  Tom  Hager  (tel, 839-9757) 

Call  Tom  to  volunteer  to  cover  one  of  the  B.0,S.  sec¬ 
tions  in  this  important  annual  census. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


October  23rd :  Field  trip  to  Lake  Ontario  and  the  Oak  Orchard  area • , , 

"Fall  at  the  Refuge,"  Co-leaders,  Doug  Happ  (tel,  634-1485) 
and  Bill  Rebovich  (tel.  542-4301.)  We  will  meet  at 
£;00  a,m.  in  front  of  the  Tops  Market  parking  lot,  Transit 
Road  at  Maple  Road,  Amherst,  This  is  about  three  miles 
north  of  New  York  Thruway  exit  49  (Depextf)  on  Transit  Road 
(N.Y,  Route  #78).  Prevailing  winds  will  determine  whether 
we  first  go  north  for  the  waterfowl  flight  on  Lake  Ontario 
or  east  to  cover  Oak  Orchard. 
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Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  Fifth  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compiler,  Mr,  David  B,  Freeland,  60  Haymarket 
Square,  East  .Amherst  New  York  14051. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 

Notify  the  Treasurer:  Mrs,  Doris  O’Malley 

760  Main  Street 

Niagara  Falls,  New  York  14301 

RACK  ISSUE: 

Available  from  the  Treasurer  for  $,50  per  copy. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE: 

$5*00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer, 

EDITOR: 

Joseph  F,  Thill 

36  Allegany  Avenue 

Kenmore,  New  York  14217 

This  issue  of  The  Protho notary  was  printed  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Department 
of  Biology  of  the  State  University  College  at  Buffalo, 
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July  x-aas  hot  and  sunny  with  no  weather  disturbances  of  note.  The  high 
temperature  for  the  year,  91°(F),  was  recorded  on  the  18th,  The  average  tempera¬ 
ture  for  the  month  was  72°(F),  1.9°  above  the  norm.  Rainfall  measured  3*64  inches, 
0.71  inches  above  average.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Buffalo  Internation¬ 
al  Airport.) 

Folio-wing  the  exciting  discoveries  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  June, 
it  would  seem  that  any  unusual  birds  reported  in  our  study  area  in  July  would  be  in 
the  form  of  a  bonus  for  our  field  observers.  Whatever  the  case,  the  month  started 
with  the  discovery  of  the  second  pair  of  nesting  Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  in  our  study 
area  within  thirty  days*  (See  Prothonotary,  vol.  43 : 7 ,pp. 104-105 • )  On  July  2nd,  a 
party  of  local  birders  including  Patricia  and  Robert  Andrle,  liarcy  Foster  and  Jim 
Gregory,  visited  the  Allegany  State  Park  where  they  found  an  adult  male  Ruby-croxmed 
Kinglet  in  trees  near  the  shore  of  Red  House  Lake,  probably  the  same  bird  discovered 
by  Robert  Sundell  at  that  location  in  June.  They  observed  this  bird  fly  to  a  small 
island,  approximately  fort:/  yards  offshore  at  the  lake,  where  it  disappeared  in  the 
boughs  of  a  large  Norway  Spruce.  Sensing  the  probability  that  they  had  discovered  a 
mated  bird,  the  group  obtained  a  small  boat  and  rowed  to  the  island  where othey  were 
delighted  to  find  a  pair  of  adult  kinglets  apparently  bringing  food  to  young  in  a 
nest  in  the  spruce  about  fifty  feet  above  the  ground.  Marcya  Foster  climbed  the  tree 
and  located  the  nest  but  was  unable  to  get  near  enough  to  determine  how  many  young 
birds  were  in  it.  On  July  24th,  she  again  climbed  the  tree  and  recovered  the  now 
deserted  nest  for  the  collection  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences.  On 
that  date,  six  kinglets  were  discovered  on  the  shore  of  Red  House  Lake,  at  least 
four  of  which  were  fledged  young  still  begging  food  from  an  adult  bird.  Apparently 
this  discovery  represents  only  the  second  nest  of  this  species  found  in  New  York 
State.  John  Bull,  in  ‘Birds  of  New  York  State*  (1974)  records  a  nest  discovered 
at  Bay  Pond  in  Franklin  County  in  the  Adirondack  Mountains  in  June,  1942.  Bull  re¬ 
ports  instances  of  fledged  juveniles  observed  in  the  Adirondacks  offering  strong 
presumptive  evidence  of  regular  breeding  activity  of  Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  in  that 
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region.  The  Allegany  State  Park  location,  in  the  southwest  corner  of  th  e  state, 
is  remarkable. 

During  the  field  trip  of  July  2nd,  a  male  Northern  Parula,  in  full  song, 
was  observed  at  Red  House  but  no  female  bird  or  nest  could  be  located. 

Not  content  to  rest  on  his  laurels,  .Andrle  followed  up  his  eventful  day 
on  July  2nd  with  a  field  trip  to  Wainfleet  Marsh  in  the  City  of  Port  Colborne, 
Ontario  on  July  3rd,  The  marsh  is  the  former  site  of  an  extensive  boreal  bog,  com¬ 
plete  with  Black  Spruce  and  Tamarack,  a  unique  relict  in  the  Niagara  Peninsula  of 
the  last  retreat  of  the  Pleistocene  ice  sheets  whicKlas  been  almost  completely  de¬ 
stroyed  by  peat  removal  operations  in  the  past  twenty-five  years.  (See  Prothonotary , 
vol,  40s8,pp.  86-8?),  Nonetheless,  a  relatively  undisturbed  section  of  bog  habitat 
remains  near  the  Barrick  Road  peat  removal  operation,  still  containing  some  of  the 
boreal  indicator  plants  and  shrubs.  Here,  a  singing  male  Lincoln’s  Sparrow  was  seen 
but  no  evidence  of  a  female  bird  or  nest  could  be  located  either  on  that  date  or  on 
a  return  trip  on  July  10th, 

There  was  a  very  good  shorebird  migration  in  July  with  large  numbers  of 
birds  of  several  species  seen  along  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  and  at  Times  Beach 
in  Buffalo  Harbor.  A  new  locale,  an  impoundment  south  of  the  breakwall  of  the 
Small  Boat  Harbor  on  Furhmann  Boulevard  in  Buffalo,  is  proving  most  attractive  to 
shorebirds.  On  July  7th,  Dave  Freeland  observed  a  flock  of  seventy-four  Short¬ 
billed  Dowitchers  at  Times  Beach,  a  very  early  date,  while  Robert  Andrle  saw  a 
Dunlin,  apparently  a  wandering,  non-breeding  bird,  there  on  the  same  date.  Other 
interesting  records  for  the  month  include  an  adult  Whistling  Swan  that  spent  most 
of  July  in  Port  Colborne  Harbor  near  Sugar  Loaf.  Marcya  Foster  recovered  the  re¬ 
mains  of  an  Ovenbird,  an  apparent  very  early  fall  migrant,  from  the  sidewalk  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Marine  Midland  Center  in  downtown  Buffalo,  on  July  22nd  and 
Arthur  Schaffner  reported  a  migrant  Wood  Thrush  at  Times  Beach  on  'the  28th. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  1421? 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  ’Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario’  (B.O.S,  19^6 )  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files 
of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

Indicates  record  for  the  year  , 

Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

Indicates  record  from  feeding  station. 
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Horned  Grebe  July 

3 

1  Morgan's  Ft. Ont. 

Andrle  ,  et  al. 

Double-crested  Cor¬ 
morant 

19 

3 

1  Mohawk  Is . , Ont . 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Cattle  Egret 

91 

31 

1  Clarence 

Freeland 

Black-cr .Night  Heron 

99 

10 

34  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Me  Kales 

Whistling  Swan 

19 

17,2? 

1  Sugarloaf  Pt.,0nt, 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Gadwall 

tt 

7 

2  South  Buffalo 

Freeland A 

Pintail 

•  1 

17 

3  Rockhouse  Ft,, Ont, 

Andrle,  et  al. 

American  Wigeon 

91 

1,6,7,22 

3, 2, 2,1  Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Redhead 

99 

31 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd,,0nt, 

A ndr le ,  We  nd li  ng 

Lesser  Scaup 

11 

3 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

et  al.  (BOS) 
Andrle,  et  al. 

99 

27 

1  Sugarloaf  Pt,,0nt. 

Andrle,  Thill 

Common  Goldeneye 

11 

17 

1  Camelot  Beach, Ont, 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Ruddy  Duck 

99 

2 

1  Amity  Lake 

V,  Pitzrick 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

11 

22 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Turkey  Vulture 

It 

3-31 

16-20  Salamanca 

Fornesses 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

99 

9 

3  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Andrle s 

11 

11,31 

1,1  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

99 

18,27 

1,1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

99 

28 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Cooper's  Hawk 

99 

19,21,23 

1  Cuba 

Fornesses 

Raid  Eagle 

99 

6 

1  (ad.)  Clean 

Fornesses 

Ruffed  Grouse 

99 

2 

16  Allenberg  Bog 

Knox, Nutting 

Turkey 

ft 

17 

1  .Allega^r  S.P, 

Fornesses 

9? 

31 

24  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Semipalmated  Plover 

99 

22F 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland, et  al. 

Killdeer 

99 

22 

60  Times  Beach 

Freeland, et  al. 

Upland  Sandpiper 

99 

16 

16  Clarence 

Freelands 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

99 

13F 

1  St , David  *  s , Ont , 

Klabundes 

99 

17 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Andrle,et  al. 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

99 

3F,7 

2,2  Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et  al. 

99 

7,22 

10,1  Times  Beach 

Freeland, et  al. 

99 

13,28 

100,2  St. David 's,Ont. 

Klabundes 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

99 

2 

20  Buffalo  Harbor 

Schaffner, 

99 

7,22 

30,29  Times  Beach 

A. Clark, et  al, 
Freeland, et  al. 

99 

13 

250  St, David's, Ont. 

Klabunde  s 

19 

13 

20  Rockhouse  Pt,,0nt, 

Klabundes 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

99 

4F 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Me Michael 

99 

17 

1  RockhousePt . , Ont , 

Andrle,et  al. 

ti 

28 

2  Buffalo  Harbor 

Schaffner 

99 

31 

40  St, David *s,0nt. 

A ndr le , Wend ling , 

Least  Sandpiper 

99 

3 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

et  al.  (BOS) 

Me Kales 

99 

7 

20  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

99 

13 

27  St, David 's,0nt. 

Klabundes 

99 

13 

10  Rockhouse  Pt,,0nt. 

Klabunde  s 
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Dunlin  July 

7F 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

n 

7,10 

1  Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

II 

3,6 

10,6  Times  Beach 

AnHrle,  et  al. 

(1 

7,22 

74,9  Times  Beach 

Freeland,  et  al. 

If 

7,22 

10,1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Freeland 

'  t 

t? 

13,28 

8,12  St. David's, Ont, 

Klabunde  s 

If 

28 

3  Times  Beach 

Schaffner 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

II 

7F 

1  Buffalo 

Freeland 

ft 

10,17, 2S 

1  Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et  al. 

!» 

17 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Andrle,  et  al. 

11 

22 

3  Times  Beach 

Freeland,  et  al. 

If 

31 

1  St. David 's,0nt. 

Wend  ling,  et  al^BOS) 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

II 

7 

40  Times  Beach 

Freeland,  et  al. 

II 

13,28 

265,425  St. David 's,0nt. 

Klabunde s 

II 

13 

50  Rockhouse  Ft., Ont, 

Klabunde  s 

II 

28 

43  Times  Beach 

Schaffner 

Sander ling 

II 

17F 

1  Waverly  Beach, Ont, 

Andrle, ,et  al. 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

II 

4 

13  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Me Michael 

II 

7 

2  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

II 

13 

10  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt, 

Klabunde s 

II 

28 

7  Times  Beach 

Schaffner 

Caspian  Tern 

II 

7 

1  Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et  al. 

•  1 

13 

5  Rockhouse  Pt,,0nt, 

Klabunde  s 

II 

17 

2  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Black  Tern 

II 

4 

150  Erie  Beach, Ont, 

McMichael 

•  1 

7 

26  Buffalo  Harbor 

Freeland 

1? 

10 

500  Erie  B,, Waverly  B,, 

Ont. 

Me  Kales 

Long-eared  Owl 

II 

3 

1  Killbuck 

Fornesses 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

II 

31 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

•  1 

4 

1  Scio 

V.Pitzrick 

II 

28 

2  Rossburg 

Pitzricks 

Tufted  Titmouse 

It 

14 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

11 

24 

1  Snyder 

DeKleine 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

IV 

12,17 

1,1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

24 

2  Ellicottville 

(McCarty  Hill) 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Brown  Creeper 

•1 

12,30 

1,1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Carolina  Wren 

II 

5 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

McMichael 

Short-billed  Marsh  Wren" 

3 

3 ' Tonawanda  WMA 

Me  Kales 

Wood  Thrush 

11 

28 

1  Times  Beach 

Schaffner 

Eastern  Bluebird 

It 

1 

2  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

It 

15 

1  Belmont 

V.  Pitzrick 

II 

23 

2  Bolivar 

V.Pitzrick, Steiner 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

"  12 

,17,30,31 

4, 1,4,4  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

24 

4  Ellicottville 

(McCarty  Hill) 

Andrle,  et  al. 
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Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  July 

•  I 

"Brewster's"  Warbler  " 
Nashville  Warbler  " 

II 

Northern  Parula  " 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler  " 

II 

19 

II 

House  Finch  " 

II 

Henslow's  Sparrow  " 

White-throated  Sparrow  " 

II 

Lincoln's  Sparrow  " 


3.24 

2,6 

5,10 

■2,1 

11 

■ '  1 

1 

1 

13,14,18 

1,1,1 

3 

1 

3,18 

1,1 

11-30 

1-4 

13 

3 

24 

2 

1-31 

6-12 

8-31 

1-3 

16 

11 

3 

1 

12,19 

3,1 

3.10 

1 

.Allegany  S.P, 
Windmill  Pt , , Ont . 
Amity  Lake 
Alfred  area 
Alfred  area 
Allegany  S*P, 
Phillips  Creek, S,F. 
Alfred  area 
Foster  Lake 
Ellicottville 
(McCarty  Hill) 
Eggertsville 
Snyder 
Clarence 
Alfred  area 
Alfred  area 
Wainfleet  Bog, Ont. 


Andrle,  et  al, 
Andrle,  et  al, 
V.Fitzrick 
Klingen smith 
Brooks 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Klingensmith 

Brooks 

Klingensmith 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Me  Kales 

DeKleines 

Freeland 

Klingensmith 

Brooks 

A ndrles, Foster 


Species, subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year  ........  247 

Species, subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  1 


Total  for  year 


248 


1977  NESTING  RECORDS  -  IV 


Ruffed  Grouse 

July 

14 

1 

ad. ,4Y 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Great  Horned  Owl 

II 

4 

1 

ad, ,2Y 

Scio 

V.  Pitzrick 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

3 

•  2 

ad» ,2Y 

Rossburg 

Pitzricks 

Great  Crested  Fljrcatcher 

VI 

21 

1 

ad.,lY 

Amity 

Vo Pitzrick 

Rough-winged  Swallow 

ft 

4 

2 

ad .  ,4Y 

Scio 

V,  Pitzrick 

Eastern  Bluebird 

II 

1-31 

4 

prs , , 18 Y 

Amity 

V,  Pitzrick ; 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

II 

30 

2 

ad , , 2Y 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

II 

31 

1 

ad.,3Y 

Alfred  area 

Brooks  : 

Blue -winged  Warbler 

II 

4 

1 

ad.,3Y 

Scio 

V,  Pitzrick 

Blue -winged  Warbler 

II 

11 

2 

ad.,2Y 

Amity 

V,  Pitzrick 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

II 

11 

1 

ad.,3Y 

Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

II 

24 

1 

ad • , 1Y 

McCarty  Hill 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

II 

28 

1 

ad.,3Y 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

II 

24 

1 

ad . ,2Y 

Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

Northern  Oriole 

II 

11 

1 

ad. ,1Y 

Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

Northern  Oriole 

II 

13 

1 

ad. ,2Y 

Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

19 

1 

ad . , 2Y 

Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

II 

13 

1 

ad . , 1Y 

Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

Savannah  Sparrow 

II 

24 

.1 

ad. ,4Y 

Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

II 

13-19 

‘  2 

ad . , 2Y 

Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 
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Birds  of  an  Urban  .Area  in  Buffalo,  New  York 


An  Annotated  Checklist 


1977 


by  David  S,  Wilcove 


INTRODUCTION 

This  checklist  is  an  attempt  to  survey  the  bird  occurrence  in  a  small  area 
of  urban  Buffalo,  New  York.  It  is  based  largeljr  upon  the  author's  own  observations 
extending  over  ah  eight  year  period  beginning  in  1987.  Additional  information  has 
been  provided  by  area  residents,  particularly  other  birdwatchers.  However,  the 
checklist  is  far  from  complete,  and  each  season  brings  with.it  new  and  interesting 
records.  What  is  important  is  that  even  within  this  small  urban  area  significant 
discoveries  are  still  to  be  made.  In  particular,  more  information  oh  the  status 
of  the  breeding  species  is  needed.  The  list  of  suspected  breeding  birds  offers  new 
fields  of  investigation  and  discovery. 

THE  STUDY  AREA 


The  study  area  for. this  checklist  consists  of  the  land  falling  within  the 
following  borders?  on  the  NORTH,  but  not  including,  Hertel  Avenue  5  on  the  SOUTH, 
the  railroad  tracks  that  parallel  Linden  Avenue,  and  also  Beard  Avenue;  on  the  WEST, 
Parkside  Avenue?  and  on  the  EAST,  Beard  Avenue.  Listed  below  are  those  streets  or 
parts  thereof  that  cross  the  study  area.  The  number  following  each  street  is  an 
approximation  of  the  number  of  houses  on  that  street  included  in  the  study  area: 


Beard 

84 

Depew 

84 

Huntington 

148 

Linden 

37 

Morris 

48 

Parker 

26 

Parkside 

40 

Revere  PI. 

19 

Sagamore 

18 

Starin 

37 

Taft 

21 

Voorhees 

23 

Wallace 

22 

Woodbridge 

114 

In  size  the  study  area  is  approximately  66.86  hectares  (=  165.17  acres).  With  a 
total  of  721  houses  on  the  land,  the  ratio  of  houses  per  hectare  is  10.78.  This 
statistic  demonstrates  the  residential  nature  of  the  study  area.  The  only  signifi¬ 
cant  area  of  land  not  being  used  for  such  purposes  is  the  railroad  tracks  on  the 
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south  sides  of  Linden  and  F0rris  Avenues.  These  tracks  are  at  a  slightly  lower 
elevation  than  the  surrounding  ground.  Largely  through  neglect,  this  place  is  now 
overgrown  with  small  trees,  brushy  areas,  and  a  cattail  marsh. v  At  this  location 
such  interesting  birds  as  Black-backed  Three-toed  Woodpecker,  Worm-ea.ting  and 
Mourning  Warblers,  and  Rusty  Blackbird  have  been  sighted. 

Formerly,  large  elm  trees  ( Ulrnus  americana)  lined  each  street  (Depew, 
Morris,  etc.),  but  the  ravages  of  disease  have  taken  their  toll,  and  comparatively 
few  remain.  Migrants  abound  in  these  trees  during  spring  and  autumn,  while  small 
companies  of  chickadees,  nuthatches,  and  woodpeckers  forage  through  the  dead  limbs 
in  winter.  In  the  summer,  American  Robins  and  other  birds  ..nest  in  them.  Other  trees 
and  shrubs  on  the  study  area  include  the  following:  Ginkgo  ( Ginkgo  biloba ) ,  Yew 
( Taxus  spp.),  Red  Spruce  (Picea  rubens),  Norway  Spruce  (P.  abies) r  Blue  Spruce 
( P,  pungens) ,  Douglas  Fir  ( Pseudotsuga  menziesii) ,  White  Spruce  (Picea  glauca) , 
Hemlock  ( Tsuga  canadensis^Ppplar  ( Populus  spp . ) 7~~Sweet  Birch  (Be tula  lenta),  Weeping 
Birch  (B.  pendula ) ,  Japanese  Barberry  ( Berberis  thunbergii ) ,  Viburnum  ( Viburnum  sp,), 
Holly  (Ilex  sp,),  Euonymus  ( Euonvmus  sp.~7,  Silver"!  laple  (Acer  saccharinum) ,  Norway 
Maple  (A_.  platanoides) ,  Sugar  Maple  (A»  saccharum) ,  Basswood  (Tilia  sp.)!  Rhododen¬ 
dron  (Rhododendron  sp 8 ) ,  Ash  ( Fraxtnus  sp.),  Privet  (Ligustrum  vulgare),  Honey¬ 
suckle  (Lonicera  sp.),  Crab  Apple  (Pyrus  sp.),  Bridle  Wreath  ( Spirea 8 sp . ) ,  Juniper 
( Juniperus  sp a ) ,  Mock  Orange  ( Philadelphus  sp,),  Snowberry  ( Symphoricarpus  albus ) , 
Northern  White  Cedar  (Thuja  occidentalis) ,  Weeping  Mulberry  (Morus  sp.),  Ninebark 
( Physocarpus  sp.).  Coral  Berry  ( Symphoricarpus  orbiculatus ) ,  Redstem  Dogwood  (Cornus 
stolonifera) . 

As  can  be  seen  from  this  list,  many  of  these  plants  are  non-native  to 
North  America.  It  should  also  be  noted  that  this  is  an  incomplete  list,  and  other 
species  of  trees  and'  shrubs  are  undoubtedly  found  in  the  study  area. 

TERMINOLOGY 

In  determining  the  status  of  the  various  birds,  the  writer,  has  used  the 
following  classifications: 

Accidental s  denotes  a  species  not  normally  found  in  the  Niagara 
Frontier  region.  Very  rare  and  ..unexpected  in  the  study  area,  ' 

(example:  Worm-eating  Warbler). 

Occasional:  recorded  no  more  than  five  times  in  the  study  area, 
but  of  regular  occurrence  elsewhere  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  region, 
(example:  American  Bittern), 

Rare :  recorded  more  than  five  times  in  the  study  area,  but  fre¬ 
quently  absent  some  years,  and  never  recorded  in  large  numbers, 

(example:  Fox  Sparrow). 

Just  recently  ( spring, 1977)  much  of  this  habitat  has  been  destroyed  for  unknown 
reasons . 
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Uncommon;  recorded  annually  in  the  study  area, 
but  not  more  than  five  times  per  season,  and 
generally  in  small  numbers. 

(examples  Winter  Wren). 

Common;  recorded  annually  in  the  study  area,  sometimes  in 
large  numbers,  and  on  more  than  five  occasions  per  season. 

( example ;  Common  Grackle ) 0 

Hypothetical;  occurrence  in  the  area  doubtful,  whether 
at  any  time  or  during  a  particular  season.  Birds  may  be 
classified  as  hypothetical  if  verification  details  are  in¬ 
adequate  or  if  the  possibility  of  escape  from  captivity  is 
strong. 

(example:  Old squaw). 

Erratic  Visitors :  Certain  birds  are  known  to  occur  in  the 
•Niagara  Frontier  in  varying  abundance  from  year  to  year 
(i,e,,the  "winter  finches").  Determination  of  the  actual 
status  of  these  birds  in  the  study  area  awaits  further  field 
work  over  a  period  of  years. 

(examples  Common  Redpoll). 

Information  concerning  the  breeding  status  of  the  birds  in  the  area  is  virtually 
negligible.  TJhen  young  birds  have  been  observed  being  fed  by  adults  or  an  actual 

nest  found  (the  latter  preferably),  the  species  is  denoted  as  breeding  in  the  area, 
indicated  by  an  asterisk  (*)  following  the  name  on  the  checklist.  If  breeding  is 

suspected  but  unproven,  a  plus  sign  (+)  follows  the  name. 

I  have  not  attempted  to  evaluate  the  dates  of  occurrence  of  the  various 
species  in  the  area.  Bach  information  is  contained  in  the  B.O.S,  Verification 
Date  Guide  (1976)  and  is  applicable  here. 

Lastljr,  the  seasonal  notations  (spring,  summer,  fall,  winter)  used  in 
the  text  refer  not  to  specific  chronological  points,  but  rather  to  a  species* 
status  as  a  spring  or  fall  migrant,  a  summer  or  winter  resident,  etc.  As  such 
they  are  qualitative  terms,  varying  from  species  to  species. 


ABBREVIATIONS 

x= 

Accidental 

SP= 

Spring 

0= 

Occasional 

SU= 

Summer 

R= 

Rare 

FA= 

Fall 

u= 

Uncommon 

WI= 

Winter  . 

c= 

Common 

Breeding 

?= 

Hypothetical 

+= 

Suspected  Breeding 

E= 

Erratic  Visitor 

*’*r 
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THE  CHECKLIST 


SPECIES 


CP 


Great  Blue  Heron 
American  Bittern 
Canada  Goose 
Mallard 
Old squaw 
Turkey  Vulture 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk 
Red-tailed  Hax-jk 
Broad -winged  Hawk 
American  Kestrel'" 

Ring-necked  Pheasant* 

American  Woodcock 
Herring  Gull 
Ring-billed  Gull 
Rock  Dove+ 

Mourning  Dove* 

Screech  Owl 
Common  Nighthawk 
Chimney  Swift 
Ruby-throated  Humingbird 
Common  Flicker 
Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 
Hairy  Woodpecker 
Downy  Woodpecker 

Black-backed  Three-toed  Woodpecker 

Eastern  Kingbird 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher 

Eastern  Phoebe 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 

Alder  Flycatcher 

Least  Flycatcher 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

Barn  Swallow 

Purple  Martin 

Blue  Jay* 

Common  Crow 
Black-capped  Chickadee 
White-breasted  Nuthatch 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch 
Brown  Creeper 
House  Wren* 

Winter  Wren 
Carolina  Wren 


0 

0 

U 

C 

0 

0 


c 

c 

0 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

R 

c 

c 

c 

c 

X 

0 

R 

R 

R 

0 

n 

O 

U 

IT 

0 

r> 

O 

C 

C 

c 

c 

E 

u 

R 
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0 


su 


c 


? 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

n 

'w' 

R 

U 


R 


i 


? 


C 

c 

c 

u 

0 

R 

0 


u 

c 


0 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

0 

c 

c 

R 

c 

c 

c 

c 

X 

R 

R 

0 

c 

u 

IT 

C 

c 

c 

c 

c 

E 

U 

R 

u 

0 


WI 


c 

? 


c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

0 


0 

c 
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Checklist,  cont, 
SPECIES 


SP  SU  FA 


Gray  Catbird* 

Brown  Thrasher 
American  Robin'1' 

Wood  Thrush 
Hermit  Thrush 
Swains on's  Thrush 
Gray-cheeked  Thrush 
Veer  y 

Golden-crowned.  Kinglet 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 
Cedar  Waxwing 
Northern  Shrike 
Starling* 

Solitary  Vireo 
Red- eyed  Vireo 
Philadelphia  Vireo 
Warbling  Vireo 
Black-and-White  Warbler 
Worm-eating  Warbler 
Tennessee  Wfarbler 
Orange-crowned  Warbler 
Nashville  Warbler 
Northern  Parula 
Yellow  Warbler 
Magnolia  Warbler 
Cape  May  Warbler 
Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 
Yellow- rumped  Warbler 
Black-throated  Green  Warbler 
Blackburnian  Warbler 
Chestnut- sided  Warbler 
Bay-breasted  Warbler 
Blackpoll  Warbler 
Ovenbird 

Northern  Waterthrush 
Mourning  Warbler 
Common  Yeliowthroat 
Wilson's  Wa  rble  r 
Canada  Warbler 
American  Redstart 
House  Sparrow* 

Bobolink 

Red-winged  Blackbird 
Northern  Oriole* 

Rusty  Blackbird 


C 

U 

c 

c 

c 

c 

u 

c 

c 

c 

u 


c 

c 

0 


0 

TJ 


c 

R 

c 

11 

u 

c 

V 

A 

? 


c 


? 


c 

0 

R 

c 

c 

c 

u 

c 

c 

c 

? 

? 

c 

u 

0 

c 

c 

u 

c 

c 

c 

c 

0 


c 

? 

c 

u 


c 

u 

c 

c 

c 

c 

u 

c 

c 

c 

U 


c 

c 
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Checklist  cont. 


SPECIES 


SP  SU  F.A 


Common  Grackle 
Brown-headed  Cowbird. 

Scarlet  Tanager 
Cardinal* 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 
Evening  Grosbeak 
Purple  Finch 
House  Finch 
Common  Redpoll 
Pine  Siskin 
American  Goldfinch 
Rufous- sided  Towhee 

Dark-eyed  Junco  (hyemalis  subspecies) 

(oreganus  subspecies) 

Chipping  Sparrow 
Field  Sparrow 
White-cr owned  Sparrow 
Whiter throated  Sparrow 
Fox  Sparrow 
Lincoln's  Sparrow 
Swamp  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow + 


C 

C 

c 

c 

n 

y 

R 

0 

E 

C 

u 

c 

? 

u 

0 

u 

c 

R 

0 

0 

c 


c 

? 

c 

0 

0 

c 


c 


c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

E 

R 


n 

o 

u 

c 

u 

0 

u 

c 

? 


c 


T-JI 


0 


E 

E 

U 

C 

? 


0 


u 


NOTES  ON  THE  RARER  BIRDS 

Great  Blue  Heron:  one  record  of  a  bird  flying  over  the  study  area. 


.American  Bitterns  one  record  of  a  bird  perched  on  a  roof  during  spring  migration 
in  the  study  areai 

Old squaw:  an  adult  male  in  winter  plumage  was  found  dead  in  the  study  area  in 
December  of  1971.  The  origins  of  this  specimen  are  unknown,  and  the  record  is 
highly  suspect. 


Turkey  Vulture:  three  individuals  were  observed  flying  over  the  study  area  on 
April  17,  1975. 

.  I',;  i  ~  ■  >  •  . 

Red-tailed  Hawk:  one  record  to  date. 


Sharp-shinned  Hawk:  ...one  record  to  date,  of  a  migrant  flying  high  over  the  study  area. 

Broad-winged  Hawk:  what  was  probably  a  Broad-winged  Hawk  was  observed  flying  over 
the  study  area  in  early  July,  1976,  an  unusual  time  of  occurrence. 
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Notes  on  rarer  birds,  cont. 

Screech  Owls  reported  on  several  occasions,  but  its  actual  status  in  the  area 
is  unknown. 

Black-backed  Three-toed  Woodpeckers  A  female  of  this  species  was  observed  in  the 
study  area  on  October  18,  197^,  and  again  on  April  27,  1975*  During  January  of 
1975,  what  was  probably  the  same  bird  was  refound  on  Tillinghast  Street  in  Buffalo, 
where  it  was  observed  by  many  people  and  photographed  by  the  author.  On  December 
24,  1975,  a  male  Black-backed  Three-toed  Woodpecker  was  carefully  studied  by  the 
author  on  Linden  Avenue.  This  individual  was  reported  earlier  from,  and  later 
refound  on,  Nottingham  Avenue  in  Buffalo,  where  it  was  photographed  by  the  author. 

Eastern  Kingbirds  included  on  the  list  on  the  basis  of  a  sight  record  by  an  ob¬ 
server  very  familiar  with  the  species.  A  verbal  description  of  the  bird,  eliminated 
any  other  species. 

Alder  Flycatcher:  one  record,  made  fey  an  observer  who  saw  and  heard  the  bird. 

Barn  Swallows  one  record  to  date, 

Carolina  Wren:  Single  birds  were  recorded  in  the  study  area  in  October  of  1973, 
and  September  -  October  of  1974,  During  the  summer  of  1976,  a  pair  of  these  wrens 
were  present  near  Linden  Avenue.  Singing  was  noted  on  several  occasions,  and  the 
birds  responded  well  to  tape-recordings  of  the  song,  but  no  other  signs  of  nesting 
were  detected. 

Northern  Shrike:  Single  individuals  of  this  species  were  seen  in  the  study  area 
in  1969  (following  a  blizzard)  and  1970. 

Worm-eating  Warbler:  a  single  bird  of  this  species  was  carefully  noted  by  the 
writer  on  May  2,  1970,  near  Linden  Avenue. 

Orange-crowned  Warbler:  one  record  to  date. 

Northern  Parula :  one  record  to  date. 

Mourning  Warbler:  one  record  to  date. 

Bobolink:  one  unsatisfactory  sight  record  of  a  small  flock  of  these  birds  flying 
over  the  study  area. 

Rusty  Blackbirds  one  record  to  date,  recorded  from  the  marsh  along  the  railroad 
tracks. 

House  Finch:  during  late  May  and.  early  June,  several  sightings  of  this  species 
were  made  at  area  feeding  stations,  and  the  song  of  one  individual  was  tape-recorded 
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Notes  on  rarer  birds,  cont. 

House  Finch, cont, 

for  verification.  On  several  occasions,  a  pair  was  noted,  but  no  evidence  of  breed¬ 
ing  was  obtained.  House  Finches  should  establish  themselves  in  the  study  area  soon. 

"Oregon"  Juncos  two  reports  of  this  subspecies  in  the  study  area  have  been  re¬ 
ceived,  They  are  listed  as  Hypothetical  in  line  with  John  Bull’s  decision  to 
summarily  reject  all  sight  records  of  "Oregon"  Junco  in  Birds  of  New  York  State. 

Lincoln's  Sparrows  three  reports  to  date. 

Swamp  Sparrows  two  reports  to  date, 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION 


Mr.  Harold  D,  Mitchell  informs  the  author  of  the  following  records  from  the  study 
area  obtained  by  him  during  the  1930 's  and  1940*s.  These  records  fall  outside  of 
the  study  period,  and  are  listed  separately  from  the  main  text. 

Purple  Martin:  In  1939,  1946,  and  1958,  a  mixed  flock  of  Starlings,  blackbirds,  and 
Purple  Martins  roosted  in  the  trees  lining  Depew  Avenue  prior  to  their  autumn  migra¬ 
tion,  In  the  early  years,  city  officials  took  to  shooting  the  birds  in  an  effort  to 

rid  them  from  the  street.  Through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  this  practice  was 

finally  halted,  and  other  methods  employed  to  discourage  the  birds  from  roosting  lo¬ 
cally,  Specimens  of  Purple  Martins  from  the  shootings  are  supposedly  in  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science  collection.  Purple  Martins  have  not  been  recorded  in  such  numbers 
recently* 

Northern  Mockingbird:  One  of  the  first  records  for  the  Niagara  Frontier  of  this  bird 

was  that  of  an  individual  which  was  present  on  Morris  Avenue  during  the  winter  of 

1932-1933.  (see  Birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontie:r  Region,  p0-  334* ) 

Eastern  Bluebird:  During  the  1930's,  this  species  was  recorded  regularly  as  an  un¬ 
common  spring  migrant. 

Yellow  Warbler:  Evidently  this  warbler  has  decreased  locally,  Mitchell  recorded 
it  as  nesting  in  the  study  area. 

Palm  Warbler:  Recorded  locally  by  Mitchell, 

Indigo  Bunting:  recorded  locally  by  Mitchell, 

The  author  knows  of  no  recent  record  of  the  Northern  Mockingbird,  Eastern  Bluebird, 
Palm  Warbler,  or  Indigo  Bunting  for  the  study  area. 
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t  89  Depew  Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York  14214 

ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 
B.O.S.  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 

JULY  31  —  A  good  mix  of  11  regular  trippers  and  new  members  made  for  an 
interesting  party  this  hot,  humid  day  along  the  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  and 
St.  David* s  Cannery  Ponds.  Although  it  was  not  a  banner  shorebird  trip,  we  did 
manage  to  list  39  species,  13  of  them  shorebirds.  Me  estimated  over  200  "peep" 
sandpipers  undulating  along  the  shore  at  Waverly  Beach,  and  the  shore  provided  » 
good  numbers  of  Killdeer,  Semipalmated  Plovers,  yellowlegs  and  Ruddy  Turnstones. 

A  Redhead,  unusual  for  this  time  of  year,  surprised  at  the  foot  of  Rose  Hill  Road, 
Fort  Erie,  and  there  was  a  Red-breasted  Merganser  at  Erie  Beach.  There  were  6 
Pectoral  Sandpipers  at  Rockhouse  Point.  Several  'interesting  species  were  present 
at  the  St.  David *s  Cannery  Ponds  near  Queenston,  including  1?  Dowitchers,  an  odd¬ 
looking  Solitary  Sandpiper  and  a  Stilt  Sandpiper.  -Three  female  Shovelers  were  among 
the  Blue-winged  Teal  there . 

—  Marie  Wend ling 


PRCGPAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  noted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  8s 00  p.m,  in  the  Society's  club  room  at  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  September  through  June,  inclusive, 

October  26'ths  'The  Breeding  Birds  of  the  Oak  Orchard  Area','  John  Morse  . 

senior  biologist  at  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge 
at  Alabama,  N.Y.  will  tell  us  of  his  field  investigations 
of  breeding  birds  in  the  extensive  wetlands  that  comprise 
the  N.Y.  State  Wildlife  Management  Area  and  the  National 
Wildlife  Refuge  in  Niagara, Gene see  and  Orleans  counties. 
Illustrated  with  slides. 
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November  9th:  Identification  of  Winter  Gulls  on  the  Niagara  Frontier. 

Dr.  Robert  Andrie,  Curator  of  Vertebrate  Zoology,  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science.  By  mid-month,  the  Niagara  River  and 
adjacent  Lake  Er.ie  an^  Lake  Ontario  will  become  a  gull 
watcher's  bonanza.  Learn  to  identify  these  frequently 
confusing  larids  with  the  aid  of  study  skins  under  the 
tutelage  of  Bob  .Andrie,  foremost  field  observer  of  gulls 
in  our  study  area. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

November  6th:  Field  trip  to  the  Dunkirk  area  and  Lake  Chautauqua  ... 

"Before  the  Snow  Flies."  Co-leaders,  Bob  Sundell  (tel, 
485-1797*  Jamestown)  and  Dick  Miga  (tel.  673-1903 » 
Fredonia),  We  will  meet  at  8:30  a.m,  on  the  Central 
Avenue  Fier,  Dunkirk  Harbor,  in  the  village  of  Dunkirk. 
For  those  who  wish  to  car-pool  from  closer  to  home, 
meet  at  7:4.5  a.m,  in  the  front  of  the  Leisureland 
parking  lot,  Camp  Road,  Hamburg,  just  off  the  end.  of 
Thruway  Exit  57  ramp0 

November  24- 27:  Massachusetts  Weekend , 9 •  "Winter  Specialties  of  the  New 

England  Coast."  Co-leaders,  Bob  Andrle  (te 1-649-5893 
and.  Peter  ft  Lois  Matlock  (tel,  652-4519) •  Groups  will 
depart  Buffalo  on  Thanksgiving  morning  and  on  Friday 
morning,  so  you  can  choose  between  a  four-day  and  a 
three-day  trip.  Return  to  Buffalo  is  planned,  for  Sun¬ 
day  afternoon.  Headquarters  itfill  be  the  Spruce  Manor 
Motel,  141  Essex  St. Gloucester , Mass .  01930.  Trips  will 
include  alcid-rich  Cape  Ann  and.  the  birding  spectacle  of 
Newburyport  and  Plum  Island,  Interested  participants 
should  make  reservations  early  with  the  motel,  (tel. 
617-283-0614,  and  tell  Mr.  or  Mrs.  Castino  you  are  with 
the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  group).  Then,  notify 
Peter  or  Lois  Matlock  of  (a)  the  number  of  people  in 
your  party,  (b)  the  number  of  nights  you  are  staying, 
and  (c)  whether  you  want  to  car-pool  with  someone  else 
or  offer  car-pool  space  to  other  members.  Rates  at 
Spruce  Manor  are  $18,00  for  two  people,  $3  per  addi¬ 
tional  person.  The  motel  is  on  Route  133 »  about  two 
miles  south  from  Exit  14  off  Route  128 0 
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Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  Fifth  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler,  Mr.  David  B.  Freeland,  60  Haymarket  Square, 

Fast  Amherst,  Few  York  14051. 

CHANGE  OF  .ADDRESS ;  Notify  the  Treasurer:  Mrs.  Doris  O'Malley 

760  Main  Street 

Niagara  Falls,  New  York  14301 

BACK  ISSUE:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  for  &»50  per  copy. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $5*00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 


EDITOR: 


Joseph  F,  Thill 
36  Allegany  Avenue 
Kenmore,  New  York  1421? 


This  issue  of  The  Prothonotary  was  printed  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Biology  of  the  State  University  College  at  Buffalo. 
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-  THE  MONTH 

The  month  was  wet,  the  wettest  August  in  the  annals  of  weather  recording 
at  Buffalo  with  a  record  10.6?  inches  of  precipitation,  a  departure  of  7.14  inches 
above  the  norm!  The  average  temperature  for  the  month  was  68.1°  (F)  largely  due 
to  a  period  of  hot,  sunny  weather  on  the  last  five  days  of  the  month.  (Meteorolo- 
gical  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

Birding  was  good  all  month  with  migrating  warblers  and  other  small  passer¬ 
ines  much  in  evidence  following  the  first  significant  cold  front  of  the  fall  season 
on  August  18 th.  On  that  date,  also,  the  first  influx  of  migrating  gulls  into  the 
Niagara  River  and  Lake  Erie  was  noted,  Robert  Andrle  reporting  ?50  Bona parte* s 
Gulls,  2  Little  Gulls  and  a  Franklin's  Gull  from  the  Erie  Marine  Basin  in  the  north 
harbor  at  Buffalo,  On  August  21st,  Dave  Freeland  counted  3000  Bonaparte's  Gulls 
at  LaSalle  Park  in  Buffalo, 

Shorebird  study  was  especially  rewarding.  With  the  establishment  of  a 
number  of  commercial  sod  farms  in  our  area,  birders  are  discovering  that  the  rich, 
well  irrigated  fields  comprising  these  farms  are  most  attractive  to  certain  species 
of  shorebirds  including  Killdeer,  Black-bellied  Plover,  the  uncommon  Golden  Plover 
and  the  hitherto  pare  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper.  Searching  for  Buff-breasted  Sand¬ 
pipers  in  the  Niagara  Peninsula  of  Ontario  before  1970  was  a  challenge,  akin  to  ■ 
finding  a  needle  in  a  hay  stack,  that  none  but  the  most  ardent  field  observers 
would  accept,  involving  as  it  did  long  hours  of  scanning  freshly  plowed  fields, 
hoping  that  telltale  flashes  of  gray  and  light  brown  among  the  dark  chunks  of  sod 
would  prove  to  be  more  than  just  another  Killdeer  or  Black-bellied  Plover.  However, 
with  the  discovery  of  the  Niagara  Merion  Sod  Farm  near  Stromness,  it  became  appar¬ 
ent  that  the  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  was  a  regular,  if  scarce,  fall  migrant.  Still 
more  recently,  a  similar  farm  in  operation  on  County  Road  in  the  Town  of  Clarence 
in  Frie  County  has  proved  equally  as  productive  a  location  for  Golden  Plover  and 
Buff-breasted  Sandpipers. 
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On  August  17th,  Paul  Sieracki  observed  a  Marbled.  Godwit  in  the  impound¬ 
ment  next  to  the  Small  Boat  Harbor  on  Fuhrmann  Boulevard  in  Buffalo,  the  same  lo¬ 
cation  where  Dave  Freeland  found  an  American  Avocet  on  the  12th.  On  August  21st, 
Robert  Andrle  and  Richard  Byron  were  pleasantly  surprised  to  find  seven  Wilson* s 
Phalaropes  on  the  waste  pond  behind  the  cannery  at  St.  David's,  Ontario.  On  this 
date  also,  Robert  Sundell  found  two  male  Cinnamon  Teal,  in  changing  plumage,  at 
Prendergast  Point  on  Chautauqua  Lake. 

Other  interesting  records  for  the  month  include  a  Kentucky  Warbler  observed 
in  East  Amherst,  N.Y.  on  August  19th, 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore ,  New  York  14217 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities,  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  'Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario*  (B.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files 
of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society, 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 


L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 


Black-cr.  Night  Heron 


Gadwall 

Green-winged  Teal 

Cinnamon  Teal 
American  Wigeon 

Hooded  Merganser 

Red-breasted  Merganser 


August 

15 

1 

N, Vails,  Ont. 

Freeland 

II 

17 

2 

South  Buffalo 

Sieracki 

II 

28 

20 

Tifft  Farm 

Wilcove  ,McMichael 
et  al.(BOS) 

II 

28 

,  ,1 

•Times  Beach 

Wilcove  ,Mc]Mchael 
et  al. (BOS) 

fl 

29 

1 

Times  Beach 

Freeland 

II 

21 

65 

Iroquois  NWR 

Me Kales 

II 

28 

2 

Times  Beach 

Wilcove ,McMichael 
et  al  (BOS) 

II 

12 

3 

Times  Beach 

Freeland 

II 

28 

1 

Times  Beach 

Wilcove ,  Me  Me  ha  el 
et  al,  (BOS) 

It 

29 

6 

South  Buffalo 

Freeland 

fl 

21 

2 

Prendergast  Point 

Sundells , Kibler 

•  1 

7-31 

1-3 

Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et  al. 

fl 

24 

25 

Times  Beach 

Freeland 

fl 

7-31 

1-2 

Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et  al. 

ft 

14-21 

2 

Prendergast  Point 

Sundell,  et  al. 

"  1 

,19,21 

1,1,2 

Times  Beach 

Sieracki 
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Sharp- shinned  Hawk  " 

ugust 

1-30 

1  Amity 

Pi tz ricks 

II 

2 

1  Crystal  Beach, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al. 

Cooper* s  Hawk 

It 

8 

2  Amity  Lake  ' 

V,  Pitzrick 

American  Golden  Plover 

It 

19F 

1  Prendergast  Point 

Sundells 

II 

25 

6  Clarence 

Freeland 

II 

26 

4  Clarence 

McKales 

If 

28 

6  Clarence 

A  ndrle ,  Wile ove , 
McMichael , etal . 
(BOS) 

II 

30 

1  Times  Beach 

Sieracki 

Black-bellied  Plover 

If 

20F 

14  Shadigee 

Freeland 

If  . 

20F 

1  Times  Beach 

iSchaffner 

II 

21,26. 

2,6  Clarence 

Me Kales 

•.  - . 

II 

21 

3  Clarence 

Sieracki 

If 

28  r 

24  Clarence 

A  ndrle , Wile  ove , 

■  '  ’  .  _  :•  - 

McMichael, et.  al. 
(BOS) 

Red  Knot 

If 

19F 

1  Times  Beach 

Sieracki 

If 

21 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Freeland, et  al. 

If 

21 

2  Sugarloaf  Beach, Ont 

.  Freeland,  et  al. 

* Baird  *  s  Sandpiper 

If 

29  F 

1  Times  Eeach 

Freeland 

Dunlin 

If 

14 

2  St  A  David's, Ont, 

Andrle,  et  al. 

ff 

21 

1  Long  Eeach, Onto 

Freeland,  et  al. 

If 

29 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

If 

4,6 

1,2  Prendergast  Point 

Sundell 

ff 

17  , 

1  South  Buffalo 

Sieracki 

II 

21 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Freeland,  et  al. 

If 

30 

2  Times  Beach 

Sieracki 

"Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 

ff 

14F,26 

1,2  Clarence 

Me  Kales 

II 

27 

2  Clarence 

Freelands 

"  i 

28 

4  Clarence 

Andrle ,  Wile ove , 
McMichael,  et  al, 
(EOS) 

* Warbled  Godwit 

If 

17 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Sieracki 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

If 

21F 

15  L.Erie  Shore, Ont, 

Freeland,  et  al. 

fl 

21F 

6  Buffalo 

Sieracki 

* American  Avocet 

ff 

12 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Schaffne.r  iFroelanc^ 
Andrle,  et  al. 

Wilson's  Phalarope 

If 

9 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland 

It 

14,21 

1,7  St, David 's,Ont. . 

Andrle,  et  al. 

ft 

17 

1  South  Buffalo 

Sieracki 

It 

19 

1  Times  Beach 

Andrle 

II 

21 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Me  Kales  -  - 

""Northern  Phalarope 

ff 

19 

1  Times  Beach 

Sieracki 

It 

pTT 

6  Buffalo (Porter  Ave, 

)  Andrle, et  al.(BOS) 

""Franklin's  Gull 

If 

18F 

2  Buffalo  .(Erie  Basin 

)  Andrle,  et  al. 

fl 

19-21 

1  Prendergast  Point 

Sundells, Kibler 

II 

21 

1  Times  Beach 

Sieracki 

If 

30 

1  Buffalo (Porter  Ave, 

)  Freeland 
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Bonaparte’s  Gull 

August  6 

225  Buffalo  (Niagara  R.)  Freela  nds 

II 

18 

75 0  Buffalo  (Erie  Basin)  Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

19 

700  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

II 

21 

500  Times  Beach 

Sieracki 

II 

21 

3000  Buffalo( LaSalle  Park)Freeland 

Little  Gull 

II 

6Fr30 

1,2  Buffalo  (Porter  Ave. 

) Freeland 

II 

14,31 

1,4  Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

18 

2  Buffalo  (Erie  Basin) 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

21,30 

2,2  Times  Beach 

Sieracki 

11 

21 

„1  Niagara  Falls 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

28 

6  Times  Beach 

Wilcove  jMcfdchael , 
et  al.  (BOS) 

Forster’s  Tern 

II 

7F 

3  Point  Abino,0nt. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

It 

21 

3  Rockhouse  Pt,,0nt, 

Freeland,  et  al. 

II 

24 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Caspian  Tern 

II 

14 

1  Barcelona 

Sundell 

II 

19 

3  Times  Beach 

Sieracki 

Whip-poor-wi 11 

11 

8 

1  Java 

Freeland 

Common  Nighthawk 

II 

2? 

50  Tonawanda-Amherst 

Freelands 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

11 

9 

1  South  Alabama 

Freeland 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 

19F 

1  nr.Allenburg  Bog 

Chappie 

II 

19  F 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

II 

24 

1  Cheektowaga 

Schwartz 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

II 

19  F 

1  News te ad 

Freeland 

•  1 

21 

1  Long  Beach, Ont, 

Freeland, et  al. 

It 

25 

1  Allenburg  Bog 

Chappie  s 

Tufted  Titmouse 

II 

1-31 

1-2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

♦  1 

10 

2  Lakewood 

Sundell, Hoes 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

•  1 

20F 

1  Clarence 

Freeland 

II 

27-31 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

It 

27,29 

1,1  Cheektowaga 

Schwartz 

Carolina  Wren 

II 

15,26-31 

1,2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

ft 

19F,26 

1,3  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

V 

• 

24F 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

II 

19  F 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

11 

~z 

1  Buffalo  (Porter  Ave, 

)Freeland 

Solitary  Vireo 

11 

25F 

1  Clarence 

Freeland 

II 

29 

1  Amity 

V,  Fitzrick 

II 

31 

1  Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

11 

19  F 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

It 

25 

1  Clarence 

Freeland 

Black-and-white  Warbler  " 

15F,24 

1,2  Cheektowaga 

Schwartz 

11 

15F 

2  Barcelona 

Sundell 

II 

15F , 19 

1,1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Tennessee  Warbler 

II 

15F 

2  Barcelona 

Sundell 

II 

19 

3  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Nashville  Warbler 

II 

7F,19 

1,1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

II 

18,29 

1,2  Amity 

V,  Fitzrick 
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Magnolia  Warbler 

August 

19  F 

2  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

ft 

25 

2  Times  Beach 

Andrle 

Cape  May  Warbler 

It 

19F 

3  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

II 

25 

3  Times  Beach 

Andrle 

II 

25 

2  Grand  Island  (BOSWR)  Klabundes 

Black-thr9Blue  Warbler 

II 

19  F- 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

II 

25F 

3  Grand  Island  (BOSWR) 

Klabundes 

Black- thr« Green  Warbler  ’ 

7 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

II 

15 

4  Barcelona 

Sundell 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

It 

7F,19 

1,3  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

II 

15 

3  Barcelona 

Sundell 

•  I 

15 

2  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

it 

19  F 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

II 

21 

r  1  Long  Beach, Ont, 

Freeland ,et  al. 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

n 

25F 

6  Times  Beach 

Andrle 

Black  Warbler 

II 

31F 

1  Tirpes  Beach 

Andrle 

Ovonbird 

VI 

2-5  F 

2  Times  Beach 

Andrle 

Northern  Waterthrush 

it 

12F 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

II 

25 

1  Grand  Island  (BOS1®) 

Klabundes 

Kantucky  Warbler 

II 

19 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

tills  on's  Warbler 

II 

19F 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

VI 

25 

1  Times  Beach 

Andrle 

II 

25 

1  Cheektowaga 

Schwartz 

Canada  Warbler 

If 

24F 

2  Cheektowaga 

Schwartz 

If 

25 

2  Times  Beach 

Andrle 

American  Redstart 

II 

25F 

2  Times  Beach 

Andrle 

Scarlet  Tanager 

•  1 

15F 

10  Barcelona 

Sundell 

II 

28 

1  Times  Beach 

Wile ove , Me Michael 

et  al.  (BOS) 

House  Finch 

II 

1-31 

2-6  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

If 

1-31 

6-9  Cheektowaga 

Schwartz 

.  /*•  y  II 

1-12 

2-4  Jamestown 

Sundell 

II 

2-31 

4  Snyder 

DeKleine 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year  ...••••  248 
Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  ...•#••••.••  8 
Total  for  year  •  ••••••••■•••  .  •*••«••••••••  256 
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Ruffed  Grouse 

Aug .  28 

3  Y0 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

Common  Flicker 

"  29 

2  ad., 3  Y0 

Amity 

V. 

Pitzrick 

Eastern  Kingbird 

"  5,31 

2  ad 9 ,3  YO 

Amity 

V. 

Pitzrick 

Eastern  Phoebe 

ii  7 

1  ad. ,1  YO 

Amity 

V. 

Pitzrick 

Barn  Swallow 

"  9 

2  ad., 3  YO 

Amity  Lake 

V. 

Pitzrick 

Gray  Catbird 

"  18 

1  ad.  ,3,10 

Amity 

V. 

Pitzrick 

-  140  - 


Volume  43,  Number  9  "1977  Nesting  Records-V"  cont. 


Common  Yellowthroat 

Augustl8 , 23 

1-3 

ad , , 

3  Y0 

Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

Northern  Oriole 

ir 

5 

1 

ad , , 

3  Y0 

Amity 

V,  Fitzrick 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

M 

3,23 

1-2 

ad , , 

2  Y0 

Amity 

V,  Pitzrick 

Indigo  Bunting 

•  » 

23 

1 

ad . , 

1  Y0 

Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

It 

3 

2 

ad , , 

2  Y0 

Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 

FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  COOPERATIVE  BREEDING  BIRD  SURVEY  -1977 


compiled  by  Walter  &  Harriette 
Klabunde 

This  June  B.O.S,  members  and  friends  made  their  "June  Runs"  for  the 
eleventh  year  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  -  Cooperative  Breeding  Bird  Survey 
of  North  America.  The  eighteen  routes  of  this  summary  are  approximately  Ip  of  those 
covered  in  the  IJ.S,  and  Canada.  The  procedure  and  rules  followed  are  described  in 
The  Prothonotary,  Vol,  33*  No, 10,  pages-  123-7  (1967) »  The  location  of  the  routes 
are  shown  in  Ibid,, Vol.  34,  No.  10,  page  112  (1968),  Only  eighteen  of  the  nineteen 
area  routes  were  covered  this  year.  Our  thanks  go  to  the  following  who  cooperated 
in  this  endeavor.  It  is  particularly  gratifying  to  have  two  new  teams  in  addition 
to  two  new  assistants  appearing  on  the  roll  of  cooperators.  We  hope  an  additional 
four  teams  will  volunteer  next  year. 

Route 


Observer 

Assistant 

Number 

Name 

Harold  Lancaster 

Blayne  Far nan 

001 

Dunnville 

Lou  L.  Burton 

Doris  Burton 

045 

Phillip's  Cre 

Elizabeth  W.  Brooks 

Clarence  Klingensmith 

046 

Swain 

Harriette  Klabunde 

Walter  Klabunde 

052 

.  .Mt,  Morris 

Marian  L,  Crone 

Lincoln  E.  Crone 

053 

Hamburg 

Marie  Wend ling 

‘Margaret  Wend ling 

054 

West  Seneca 

Robert  F.  Andrle 

Patricia  R.  Andrle 

0  55 

Gainesville 

(not  covered) 

056 

Cattaraugus 

Harriette  Klabunde 

Walter  Klabunde 

0  57 

East  Java 

Harriette  Klabunde 

Walter  Klabunde 

058 

Castile 

Stephen  E.  Eaton 

Ellen  E.  Eaton,  •  ' 

059 

Randolph 

Larry  Wilson 

Katherine  Palmer 

060 

Centerville 

Frances  M,  Rew 

Lois  I.  Buck 

061 

Sheridan 

Robert  A .  Sundell 

( none ) 

062 

Cherry  Hill 

Robert  M,  Wagner 

Douglas  Happ 

063 

Nashville 

Alice  Me Kale 

Willard  Me Kale 

064 

St.  Johnsburg 

Harriette  Klabunde 

Walter  Klabunde 

065 

E„  Youngstown 

Jane  B.  Mason 

Max  W.  Mason 

066 

Byron 

Regina  M.  Van  Scoy 

James  S.  VanScoy 

111 

S.  Vandalia 
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Fish  &  Wildlife  Cooperative  Breeding  Bird  Survey- 1977 »  cont. 

Table  I  summarizes  the  results  showing  (1),  total  recorded  for  each 
species,  (2)  in  what  percentage  of  routes  the  species  was  recorded,  and,  (3)» 
how  its  numbers  varied  during  the  eleven  year  period  as  indicated  by  the  median, 
low  and  high  for  the  period. 

•  . . , .  .  ■* 

This  is  the  first  year  no  new  species  were  added  to  the  overall  list 
(149),  The  total  species  recorded  this  year  (116)  is  just  one  over  the  median  for 
the  11  year  period.  Also  seen  but  not  counted  as  a  breeding  bird  was  one  White- 
crown  Sparrow  -  possibly  one  of  the  record  number  noted  in  the  B.O.S.  May  count 
that  had  not  yet  left  for  the  north  (or  west). 

The  severe  winter  in  eastern  II, S,  undoubtedly  was  the  major  factor 
for  the  unprecedented  number  of  all  time  lows,  (12'),'  plus  another  10  significant 
lows.  Twelve  of  the  lows  had  already  shown  up  similarly  in  the  B.O.S,  May  count. 
Most  unexpected- among  the  all  time  lows  were  Starling  and  House  Sparrow,  normally 

considered  extremely  hardy  and  adaptable# 

'  .  .  ^ . 

\ 

-Two  of  our  "Southern  Invaders"  namely  Tufted  Titmouse  and  Mockingbird 
were  not  recorded.  It  appears  that  the  Mockingbird  population  in  the  Niagara  River 
area  and  Niagara  County  has  nearly  been  wiped  out. 

Species  showing  a  continuing  decline  include  Ring-necked  Pheasant, 
Eastern  Meadowlark  and  Vesper  Sparrow.  The  case  for  the  latter  may  becoming  criti¬ 
cal  inasmuch  as  its  present  numbers  are  reduced  to  almost  1/10. of  that  eleven 
years  ago. 

Other  species  recorded  in  significantly  low  numbers  or  were  unexpect¬ 
edly  missing  include;  Common  Tern,  Common  Snipe,  Common  Flicker,  Eastern  Phoebe, 
Least  Flycatcher,  Eastern  Wood  Pewee,  Horned  Lark,-  Rough-winged  Swallow,  Brown 
Thrasher,  Wood  Thrust,  Warbling  Vireo,  Chestnut-sided  Warbler,  American  Goldfinch 
and  Song  Sparrow, 

A  large  number  of  weakened  and/or  dead  birds  and  small  mammals  due  to 
the  severe  winter  'weather  may  account  for  the  larger  numbers  of  Turkey  Vultures, 
Sharp-shinned  Hawks  and  Broad-winged  Hawks  recorded  this  year.  Three  other  species 
observed  in  higher  numbers  were  Rock  Dove,  Pileated  Woodpecker  and  Common  Yellow- 
throat.  Of  these  the  recording  of  five  Pileated  Woodpeckers  is  most  interesting 
considering  that  in  past  years  its  numbers  were  most  stable  of  all  species,  namely, 
2  for  eight  years  and  1  for  two  years. 
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Fish  &  Wildlife  Cooperative  Breeding  Bird  Survey-1977 i  cont. 


TABLE  I 


Species 


Status  in  11  Yrs, 
Total  %  Rtes  Median  Lott  ..High  * 


Pied-billed  Grebe  1 
Gr.  Blue  Heron  16 
Green  Heron  11 
Bl»-cr,  Might  Heron  1 
Mallard  39 
Blue-w.  Teal  *  8 
Wood  Duck  5 
Turkey  Vulture  7 
Sharp- sh »  Hawk  1 
Cooper's  Hawk  1 
Red-tailed  Hawk  11 
Red- should.  Hawk  2 
Broad-wing,  Hawk  '  5 
Marsh  Hawk  L  |  2 
American' Kestrel  23 
Ruffed  Grouse  1 
Ring-n,  Pheasant  141 
Turkey  5 
Killdeer  222 
Common  Snipe  '1 
Upland  Sandpiper  6 
Spotted  Sandpiper  9 
Ring-b,  Gull  93 
Rock  Dove  412 
Mourning  Dove  340 
Yellow-b,  Cuckoo  2 
Black-b,  Cuckoo  6 
Great  Horned  Owl  2 
Barred  Owl  2 
Chimney  Swift  59 
Ruby-t,  Hummingbird  4 
Belted  Kingfisher  11 
Common  flicker  48 
Fileated  Wdpkr ,  5 
Red-headed  Wdpkr ,  7 
Yellow-b,  Sapsucker  2 
Hairv  Woodpecker  6 
Downy  Woodpecker  19 
Eastern  Kingbird  6l 
Gr,  Crest,  Flycatcher  34 
Eastern  Phoebe  20 


6 

.i  / 

0/ 

22 

33 

16  / 

4/ 

21 

44 

15/ 

6/ 

23 

6 

0/ 

0/ 

5 

50 

3 4/ 

23/ 

56 

17 

5/ 

0/ 

13 

11 

5/ 

0/ 

32 

11 

1/ 

0/ 

7 

6 

0/ 

0/ 

1 

6' 

0/ 

0/ 

1 

•39 

16/ 

8/ 

20 

6 

5/ 

1/ 

8 

11 

0/ 

0/ 

5 

6 

1/ 

0/ 

3 

67 

20/ 

10/ 

30 

6 

0/ 

0/ 

7 

67 

132/  141/ 

268 

17 

3/ 

0/ 

17 

100 

186/  123/ 

224 

6 

7/ 

1/ 

16 

28 

14/ 

6/ 

18 

33 

12/ 

6/ 

20 

17 

28/ 

1/ 

117 

94 

318/  179/ 

412 

100 

319/  208 / 

405 

6 

3/ 

0/ 

9 

•  33- 

13/ 

5/ 

29 

11 

1/ 

0/ 

6 

■  6- 

1/ 

0/ 

5 

56 

57/ 

39/ 

77 

17 

3/ 

1/ 

7 

39 

14/ 

6/ 

27 

100 

93/ 

39/ 

157 

17 

2/ 

1/ 

5 

17 

4/ 

3/ 

7 

11 

2/ 

0/ 

4 

28 

4/ 

1/ 

9 

56 

23/ 

8/ 

38 

78 

76/ 

60/ 

91 

78 

35/ 

28/ 

58 

50  - 

52/ 

20/ 

78 
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^ish  &  Wildlife  Cooperative  Breeding  Bird  Survey-1977-cont. 


Species  Total 


Willow  Flycatcher  45 
Alder  Flycatcher  27 
Least  Flycatcher  40 
E.  Wood  Pewee  32 
Horned  Lark  (E.a.p.)  47 
Tree  Swallow  41 
Bank  Swallow  50 
Rough-w,  Swallow  6 
Barn  Swallow  455 
Cliff  Swallow  5 
Purple  Martin  70 
Blue  Jay  93 
Common  Crow  737 
Black-c.  Chickadee  88 
White-br .  Nuthatch  10 
Red-bro  Nuthatch  1 
Brown  Creeper  1 
House  Wren  150 
Carolina  Wren  1 
Long-b,  Marsh  Wren  2 
Gray  Catbird  198 
Brown  Thrasher  21 
American  Robin  1309 
Wood  Thrush  125 
Hermit  Thrush  1 
Veery  46 
Eastern  Bluebird  8 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet  3 
Cedar  Waxwing  73 
Starling  2354 
Yellow- thr.  Vireo  2 
Solitary  Vireo  3 
Red-eyed  Vireo  I65 
Warbling  Vireo  42 
Blue-w,  Warbler  10 
Nashville  Warbler  1 
Yellow  Warbler  269 
Magnolia  Warbler  9 
Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler  3 
Yellow-r«  Warbler  1 
Bio -thr.  Gr.  Warbler,  21 
Cerulean  Warbler  1 
Blackburn.  Warbler  5 

J. 


Status  in  11  Yrs, 


^Rtes 

liedian  Low  High 

83 

unknown 

50 

unknown 

83 

55/  40/  71 

78 

49/  32/  77 

56 

66/  43/  125 

78 

36/  15/  56 

39 

78/  20/  440 

11 

12/  2/  43 

94 

404/  301/  482 

22 

12/  0/  17 

28 

67/  17/  122 

94 

93/  60/  129 

100 

709/  452/  926 

72 

66/  51/  88 

33 

13/  5/  20 

6  * 

1/  0/  2 

6 

1/  0/  4 

94 

164/112/  247 

6 

0/  0/  1 

6 

1/  0/  3 

100 

185/  149/  216 

61 

35/  21/  62 

100 

1445/1250/1 765 

89 

144/  110/  183 

6 

2/  1/  16 

67 

47/  41/  58 

22 

8/  4/  14 

11 

1/  0/  7 

83 

195/  64/  222 

100 

2595/2354/3128 

11 

2/  2/  9 

11 

2/  0/  11 

100 

179/  101/  229 

72 

51/  41/  79 

39 

10/  5/  23 

6 

1/  0/  4 

100 

280/  185/  350 

6 

5/  0/  . n 

11 

2/  0/  i  4 

6 

0/  0/  ,  3 

28 

19/  9/  23 

6 

0/  0/  1 

11 

8/  4/  14 
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•  f.  .  j.  • 

Status 

in  11 

Yrs. 

Species 

■  Total 

^Rtes 

Median 

Low  High 

Chestnut-s,  Warbler 

18 

56 

27/ 

18/ 

32 

Ovenbird 

32 

50 

29/ 

20/ 

41 

Mourning  Warbler 

8 

28 

10/ 

8/ 

15 

Common  Yellowthroat 

241 

100 

216/ 

169/ 

241 

Yellow-br.  Chat 

1 

6 

0/ 

0/ 

2 

Hooded.  Warbler 

3 

11 

2/ 

0/ 

7 

Canada  Warbler 

3 

11 

5/ 

2/ 

11 

Amer«  Redstart 

31 

50 

23/ 

9/ 

37 

House  Sparrow 

919 

100 

1175/ 

919/ 

1514 

Bobolink 

321 

100 

339/ 

286/ 

486 

E.  Meadowlark 

320 

100 

543/ 

320/ 

595 

Re.-w.  Blackbird 

3536 

100 

3250/ 

274 8/ 

4119 

Northern  Oriole 

141 

94 

138/ 

94/ 

183 

Common  Grackle 

1581 

100 

1842/ 

1227/ 

2458 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

209 

100 

267/ 

169/ 

311 

Scarlet  Tanager 

’  34 

61 

27/ 

21/ 

39 

Cardinal 

109 

94 

91/ 

42/ 

133 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

64 

83 

41/ 

28/ 

68 

Indigo  Bunting 

125 

89 

112/ 

58/ 

178 

Purple  Finch 

15 

39 

18/ 

13/ 

23 

Amer.  Goldfinch 

352 

100 

485/ 

338/ 

813 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

86 

67 

109/ 

53/ 

133 

Savannah  Sparrow 
Grasshop'r.  Sparrow 

469 

100 

500/ 

421/ 

660 

6 

28 

21/ 

5/ 

39 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

5 

17 

9/ 

0/ 

23 

Vesper  Sparrow 

13 

39 

71/ 

13/ 

118 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

17 

33 

12/ 

5/ 

24 

Chipping  Sparrow 

275 

100 

285/ 

235/ 

326 

Field  Sparrow 

147 

94 

183/ 

147/ 

245 

Wh.-thr.  Sparrow 

2 

11 

1/ 

0/ 

1 

Swamp  Sparrow 

19 

50 

21/ 

11/ 

28 

Song  Sparrow 

939 

100 

1114/ 

902/ 

1388 

4923  Creek  Road  -  Lewiston,  N.Y.  14092 
B.O.S.  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 

AUGUST  14  —  With  14  enthusiastic  B.O.S.  members  in  tow,  leaders  from  Hamilton  and 
Toronto  did  their  best  to  show  off  "the  best  that  Canada  has  to  offer."  And  no  one 
went  home  disappointed,  despite  an  early  soaking  at  the  East  end  of  Hamilton  Harbor 
while  we  watched  a  Wilson's  Phalarope  and  Stilt  Sandpiper  among  other  water  birds. 
At  least  60  Common  Loons  provided  an  early  fall  flight  at  the  West  end  of  Lake 
Ontario.  Searching  the  lake  shore  at  Oakville  revealed  a  breeding-plumage  Eared 
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B.O.S,  Field  Trips  Revisited,  cont. 

Grebe  and  summering  Red-necked  Grebe.  Nearby  were  early  warblers  and  a  Yellow- 
bellied  Flycatcher.  The  three-mile  walk  on  Toronto's  Leslie  Street  Landfill’  was  • 
superb,  and  a  Marbled  God wit  provided  the  main  spectacle.  After  excellent  views 
of  it  on  the  ground,  we  watched  it  fly  about  the  peninsula  harried  throughout  by 
gulls  and  some  of  the  dozens  of  Caspian  Terns  present.  A  Double-crested  Cormorant, 
Whimbrel,  another  Wilson's  Phalarope  and  2  Oldsquaws  were  also  present.  A  stop  at 
the  St.  David's  Cannery  Ponds  nearer  home  brought  yet  another  Wilson's  Phalarope, 

3  more  Stilt  Sandpipers  and  2  Dunlins  with  hundreds  of  other  shorebirds,  swelling 
the  day's  total  to  75  species. 


—  Bob  Curry  -D  Clive  Goodwin 


AUGUST  2.8,  1977-  Fifteen  B.O.S,  members  braved  extreme  heat  and  humidity  for  a 
look  at  Section  11.  Among  the  willows  at  Times  Beach  we  encountered  the  day's 
only  sizeable  flock  oO  migrant  warblers,  while  a  walk  along  the  shoreline  revealed 
a  variety  of  waterfowl  and  shorebirds.  Highlights  included  lingering  Gadwall  and 
six  Little  Gulls.  .A  walk  through  Tifft  Uarm  was  generallv  unproductive  with  the 
notable  exception  of  twenty-five  Black-crowned  Night  Herons,  which  were  flushed  from 
their  roosting  trees.  Near  the  foot  of  Porter  Avenue  we  stopped  to  scan  the  river, 
and  were  rewarded  with  the  discovery  of  six  Northern  Phalaropes.  The  woods  near 
the  Bear  Swamp  in  East  Amherst  were  largely  devoid  of  any  migrant  landbirds.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  trip,  several  members  visited  the  Clarence  turf  farms,  where  four  Buff-breast¬ 
ed  Sandpipers,  in  addition  to  several  American  Golden  and  Black-bellied  Plovers, 
climaxed  the  day. 


David  Wilcove 


NOTES 


Officers  and  Council  Members  of  the  Buffalo- ‘Ornithological  Society,  1977  -  1978 


HONORARY  PRESIDENT 
PRESIDENT 
VICE  PRESIDENT 
TREA  SURER 

RECORDING  SECRETARY 

LIBRARIAN 

STA  TTCIA NS  £  v  ; 


Harold  Mitchell 
Edward  Fessler 
David  Freeland 
Doris  O'Malley 


Dorothy  Me  Michael 


Marie  Mend ling 
Robert  A nd rle 
Frances  Rew 


Council  Members 


Term  expires  1978 


Term  expires  1979 


Term  e xpires  1980 


Dr.  Robert  And rle 
Mr.  Ralph  Gardner 
Mrs.  Pauline  Schwartz 


Mr.  Edward  Messier 
Mr.  David  Freeland 
Mrs,  Clara  Henderson 


Mr.  Arthur  Clark 
Dr.  VJalter  Klabunde 
Mr.  Robert  Wagner 
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Albino  Mourning  Dove  Noted  in  Clarence 

While  conducting  my  B.O.S.  Mini-Run  (Route  "B")  survey  on  June  14,  1977 » 

I  was  surprised  to  see  an  Albino  Mourning  Dove  along  Wolcott  Road,  Clarence,  a  half- 
mile  west  of  its  intersection  with  Goodrich  Road.  The  time  was  7j10  a.m. 

The  bird  itfas  seen  in  flight  for  approximately  10  seconds.  When  first 
noted,  I  thought  it  was  a  typical  white  Rock  Dove.  But  its-  true  identity  was  soon 
given  away  by  its  more  slender  appearance,  delicate  head,  long  and  very  pointed  tail 
typical  Mourning  Dove  wingbeat,  and  size  generally  that  of  an  American  Robin. 

The  bird  appeared  to  be  entirely  white,  and  no  other  color  could  be 
ascertained  before  it  disappeared  from  view,  although  I  could  not  see  whether  or  not 
it  had  the  true  albino’s  pink  eyes.  A  tight  Mini-Run  time  schedule  prevented  me 
from  seeking  the  bird  further.  This  is  the  first  time  I  have  ever,  seen  an  albino 
of  this  species. 

—  David  B.  Freeland,  60  Haymarket  Square,  East  Amherst,  N.Y.  14051 

Population  Trends  Among  Birds  of  Eastern  North  America 

The  following  notes  on  population  trends  are  taken  from  the  Breeding  Bird  Survey  - 
Newsletter  5» 

The  Cattle  Egret  is  increasing  dramatically  in  the  East  ••••  The  average 
increase  is  10  percent  per  year. 

In  contrast,  the  Black  Tern  has  been  decreasing  at  an  average  rate  of 
12  percent  per  year  in  the  Eastern  Region. 

Barn  Swallows  are  expanding  their  range  southward  through  the  Gulf  Coast 
States,  as  indicated  by  the  tremendous  increase  in  Alabama  where  the  average  annual 
increase  is  26  percent  and  where  the  number  of  birds  per  route  is  rapidly  approach¬ 
ing  the  average  for  the  entire  Eastern  Region.  The  Barn  Swallow  population  for  the 
Eastern  Region  also  is  increasing,  although  at  a  much  slower  rate. 

Purple  Martins  have  registered  an  overall  increase  in  the  East,  averaging 
4  percent  per  year  despite  two  recent  disasters  in  the  Appalachian  Mountain  Region, 
Appalachian  populations  for  those  physiographic  regions  most  seriously  affected  by 
the  prolonged  rains  from  Hurricane  Agnes  in  June  1972  are  compared  with  populations 
for  the  entire  Eastern  Region.  Since  some  of  the  BBS  routes  were  covered  before 
Agnes  struck  and  some  were  not  covered  until  afterward,  part  of  the  decline  is  regis 
tered  for  1972  and  part  in  1973 •  Note  that  a  similar  decline  in  Purple  Martins 
occurred  when  HurricaneAbby  stalled  in  the  southern  Appalachians  in  June  1968. 

Carolina  Wren  populations  in  the  East  remained  fairly  stable  during  the 
period  of  normal  winters  from  1966  through  1970,  then  rose  consistently  during  the 
next  6  years  during  a  period  of  unusually  mild  winters  in  the  East,  The  spectacular 
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Population  trends  among  birds  of  Eastern  North  America,  cont. 

increase  during  the  period  1970-76  was  brought  to  ah  abrupt  close  during  the  ex¬ 
ceptionally  severe  winter  of  1977*  the  result  of  which  will  be  reflected  in  the 
1977  Breeding  Bird  Survey.  The  average  annual  increase  in  Carolina  Wrens  from 
1970  through  197*0  was  10  percent,  .  - 

Continental  populations  of  the • Loggerhead  Shrike  are  declining  at  an 
alarming  average  rate  of  4  percent  per  year.  Populations  of  this  species  will 
warrant  close  examination  during  the  next  few  years. 

Although  Starling  populations  are  stable  in  the  East,  they  are  increasing 
in  the  Central  Region  at  an  annual  rate  of  4  percent  and  in  the  Western  Region  at 
a  rate  of  8  percent  per  year.  -  :•  -  ! 

The  Evening  Grosbeak  has  registered  a  strong  increase  in  the  East,  with 
a  mean  annual  increase  of  16  percent.  Paralleling  the  increase  in  Evening  Grosbeaks 
is  an  increase  averaging  18  percent  .per  year  for  10  other  eastern  spruce  forest 
species.  Whether  this  rise  reflects  an  increase,  in  food  supply  (specifically  the 
spruce  bud-worm)  o:r  whether  it  has  resulted'  from  a  change  in  ‘the  chemicals  used  to 
control  the  spruce  bud-worm  is  still  to  be  determined. 

The  most  dramatic  increase  of  all  has  been  the  population  explosion  and 
expansion  of  the  House  Finch  in  the  Eastern  Region,  -  The  mean  annual  increase  in 
this  species  in  the  East  from  1986  through  1976  has  been  51  percent. 


Reprinted  from  Allegany  County  Bird  Club  News,  Vol.  XI  :6,  1977 

^  '  ' r  PROGRAMS  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  noted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  8:00  p.m,  in  the  Society's  club  room  at  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science’, '  September  through  June,  inclusive. 

November  23rd.  No  meeting.  Happy  Thanksgiving! 

t  '  u 

December  14th:  A  tour  of  the  exhibit  preparation  area  and  storage 

facilities  of  the  Museum  of  Science  conducted  by 
Arthur  Clark,  Assistant  Curator  of  Vertebrae  Zoology. 

A  highlight  of  .the  tour  will  be  examination  of  museum's 
extensive  bird  skin  collection. 
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PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Field  trip  around  the  Niagara  Loop  • • •  "The  Big  Gull 
Show, "  a  joint  outing  with  visiting  members  of  the 
Audubon  Society  of  Western  Pennsylvania.  Co-leaders, 

Harold  Axtell  (tel.  416-871-6999)  and  Dave  Freeland 
(tel.  688-4359 ) •  We  will  meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the 
Vermont  A  Busti  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge,  or  at 
8:15  a.m.  at  the  first  parking. lot  south  of  the 
Peace  Bridge  along  the  Canadian  side  of  the  Niagara 
River. 

PROGRAM  -  C  GTTFTS 

.  .  . .  6m  m  . . 

Christmas  Bird  Count  in  the  15  mile  diameter  Buffalo  Circle 
centered  on  Grand  Island,  Call  the  leader,  Compiler,  David 
Freeland  (tel.  631-2795  days;  688-4359  nights;-)  Please  call 
the  Compiler  no  later  than  December  11th  for  selection  :of 
territory  assignments.  Full  details  will  be  provided  to 
all  16  section  leaders,  including  time  and  location  of 
post  count  dinner  and  report  meeting. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  Fifth  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler,  Mr.  David  B.  Freeland',  60  Haymarket  Square,,  East 
Amherst,  New  York  14051. 


December  4th: 


He c ember  18 th : 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 
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SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE: 
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Notify  the  Treasurer:  Mrs.  Doris  O'Malley 
.  .  760  Main, Street 

Niagara  Falls,  New  York  14301 

Available  from  the  Treasurer  for  3<>50  per  copy# 

$5.00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

Joseph  F.  Thill 
36  Allegany  Avenue 
Kenmore,- New  York  14217 
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VOURTE  43 


OCTOBER  1977  .  NlEEER  10 

THE  FOFTH 


How  does  one  describe  the  weather  in  September?  It  was  wet!  ror  the 
second  consecutive  month  a  record  rainfall  was  recorded,  easily  surpassing  the 
previous  September  record  of  7*44  inches  set  in  1878.  The  record  fall  of  8,99 
inches  was  5*74  inches  above  the  average.  There  were  only  five  days  in  the  month 
when  rain  did  not  fall  and  only  37^  of  possible  sunshine  was  recorded.  Heavy  rains 
on  the  18th  and  19th  caused  flash  floods  in  the  Southern  Tier  and  elsewhere.  The 
average  temperature  for  the  month  was  62.6°  (F),  l,0°above  the  norm.  (I  eteorolog- 
ical  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  / irport.) 

The  dismal  weather  pattern  contributed  to  heav^  passerine  migrant  mortal- 
itv  at  the  television  towers  on  the  higher  elevations  south  of  Buffalo,  The  skies 
on  the  nights  of  the  big  flights  were  almost  always  overcast  with  cloud  cover  caus¬ 
ing  the  birds,  migrating  on  favorable  northerlv  winds,  to  become  confused  and  fly 
into  the  lights  atop  these  beacons.  Several  similar  kills  of  lesser  intensity  were 
reported  from  downtown  Buffalo  where  birds  struck  the  lighted  windows  in  the  Farine 
fidland  Center  and  the  Erie  Copnty  Savings  Bank  Building.  Buring  the  night  of  Sep¬ 
tember  21-22,  428  birds,  including  two  late  Fallow  Far biers  and  two  Connecticut 
Warblers  struck  the  hPriSw-TV  tower  at  Colden  in  southern  Erie  County,  Arthur  Clark, 
/assistant  Curator  of  Vertebrate  Zoology  at  the  Science  I  useum,  now  in  his  eleventh 
year  of  compiling  these  grisly  statistics  at  the  television  towers,  reported  a 
total  kill  of  484  birds  for  that  night,  only  three  less  than  the  total  mortalitv 
figure  o^  487  birds  for  the  1976  fall  passage  of  migrants.  Another  two  Connecti¬ 
cut  Warblers  were  among  the  victims  picked  up,  one  at  WGR-TV  and  one  at  WKBW-TV, 
on  the  morning  of  September  24th, 

With  few  exceptions,  the  days  of  September  were  extremely  damp  and  it  was 
unpleasant  to  be  afield.  Still,  the  rain  and  overcast  skies  seemed  to  delay  many 
migrants  in  their  southward  flight  and  birding  was  generally  excellent.  FolloTiing 
a  day  of  heavy  rain,  Robert  Andrle's  party  was  out  early  in  the  morning  of  September 
25th  and  was  rewarded  by  the  sight  of  an  immature  Peregrine  Falcon  at  Erie  Beach, 


Volume  43,  Number  10, "The  Month"  cont. 

Ontario,  catching  an^  devouring  a  Sanderling.  A  second  immature  Peregrine  Falcon 
was  recovered,  in  an  injured  condition,  in  Clean  on  September  26th  by  Mary  Forness 
who  describes  the  event  in  a  note  elsewhere  in  this  issue.  On  September  10th, 

Dave  Freeland  flushed  an  immature  Yellow-crowned  Fight  Heron  from  the  trees  border¬ 
ing  the  Coast  Guard  base  at  Times  Beach  on  the  Buffalo  waterfront,  Freeland  also 
reported  three  Pine  Warblers  from  a  flock  of  over  100  warbler  migrants  in  the  trees 
of  Oakland  Rural  Cemetery  in  the  Town  of  Porter,  east  of  Youngstown  in  Niagara 
County,  on  September  25th.  Finally,  to  return  to  my  theme  of  last  month  concerning 
the  occurence  of  the  Buff -breasted  Sandpiper  on  the  Niagara  Frontier,  the  Labor  Day 
weekend  proved  most  productive  of  this  rare  shorebird  with  Andrle's  party  observ¬ 
ing  one  at  Rock  Point  Provincal  Park  near  Dunnville  and  two  at  the  Merion  Sod  farm 
at  Stromness,  Ontario  on  the  4th  with  three  more  reported  from  the  sod  farm  on 
Countv  Line  Road  in  the  town  of  Clarence  by  Alice  and  Bill  Me Dale  on  the  5th. 

Robert  Sundell  had  one  bird  of  this  species  at  Barcelona  in  Chautauqua  County,  also 
on  the  5th . 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Fenmore,  New  York  14217 

FOTTP  JCRTKY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  than  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  *Pate  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
^ 6 .jacent  Ontario 1  (B.O.S,  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files 
of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


*  ~  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
.(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 


Elack-crowned  Night 


Heron 

Sept . 

3 

1  Times  Beach 

Sieracki 

Yellow-crowned  Might 

ft 

9 

20  Tifft  Farm 

Andrle,  et  al 

Heron 

ft 

10 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Canada  Goose 

ft 

24 

400  Wilson-Olcott 

Freeland 

Brant 

ff 

24. 

2  Wilson 

Freeland 

Mallard 

ff 

-15 

136  Times  Beach 

Sieracki 

Gadwall 

ff 

19 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Pintail 

ff 

1 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Northern  Shoveler 

ff 

10 

1  Times  Beach 

Andrle ,  et  al 

Ring-necked  Duck 

ft 

11 

1  Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Andrle , Thill, 
et  al, (BOS) 

Greater  Scaup 

ff 

24 

12F.Clcott 

Freeland 

Common  Goldeneye 

ff 

24 

3F  01c ott 

Freeland 
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Buf  f lehead  Sept • 

24 

Of  ole ott 

Freeland 

CIS  squaw 

1? 

11 

2  Roc khous e  Ft . , Ont • 

Andrle , Thill, 

et  al.  (BOS) 

White-winged  Scoter 

If 

24F 

70  01c ott 

Freeland 

If 

25 

20  Pt .Heller, Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Black  Scoter 

ft 

24F 

20  01c ott 

Ore eland 

Ruddy  Duck 

If 

25F 

1  Pt •  Heller , Ont • 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Hooded  Merganser 

II 

3-17 

2  Times  Beach 

Sieracki 

II 

19 

2  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Red-breasted  ierganser 

II 

24F 

16  01c ott 

Freeland 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

If 

9 

1  Amity 

R,  Pitzrick 

n 

10 

1  nr.Mllenburg  Bog 

N .  Chappie 

It 

12,21 

1,1  Lewiston 

Farrell 

II 

14 

1  Amity 

V,  Pitzrick 

II 

16 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

If 

18 

4  Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Thills 

Cooper* s  Hawk 

II 

10,17,22 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Bald  Ragle 

If 

20 

1  (imm.)  Amity 

V,  Pitzrick 

Harsh  Hawk 

II 

4,7 

1,2  Amity 

V, Pitzrick, et  al. 

If 

10 

1  St • David  *  s  Ont • 

Ere eland 

II 

24 

1  Wilson 

Freeland 

Osprey 

fl 

1-39 

1-2  /  raity  La  ke 

Fitzricks 

II 

4 

1  nr.Allenburg  Bog 

J .Chappie 

If 

9 

2  Amity 

R, Smalley 

II 

11 

1  Rockhouse  Pt. ,  ,0nt. 

Thill, et  al.(BOS) 

II 

10 

1  Scio 

E.  SFallev 

II 

25 

1  Tonawanda  TMA 

He  Kales 

II 

26 

1  over  Jamestown 

Sundell 

* Peregrine  falcon 

♦  1 

25 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

"Bobwhite 

II 

3 

1  Ft •  Erie , Ont . 

Sommerville 

Turkey 

ft 

1 

130  West  Almond 

Burtons 

Common  Gallinule 

II 

11 

8  Clarence 

Freeland 

American  Coot 

II 

3,17 

1,3  Buffalo (Porter  Ave.) 

Sieracki 

J  ■> 

II 

15 

1  South  Buffalo 

Sieracki 

If 

25 

86  Hay vi lie 

Sundell 

Killdeer 

II 

4 

91  Times  Beach 

Sieracki 

II 

9,25 

90,125  Clarence 

Freeland 

American  Golden  Plover 

II 

4 

2  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Foster  jiicliichael 

II 

10 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Freeland 

II 

11 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Thill, Andrle, 

et  al, (BOS) 

II 

11 

2  Ridgway, Ont. 

Thill, Andrle , 

et  al.  (BOS) 

II 

11,25 

1,75  Clarence 

Freeland 

y 

II 

25 

12  Clarence 

He  Kales 

T'Ihimbrel 

If 

3 

3  Times  Beach 

Sieracki 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

II 

25 

15  Clarence 

Freeland 
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Stilt  Sandpiper  Sept* 

1 

2  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

It 

3,4 

2,2  Times  Beach 

Sieracki 

!» 

10 

1  St • David ' s , Ont , 

Freeland 

Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 

II 

4 

1  Rockhouse  Ft., Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

4 

2  Dunnville , Ont , 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

5 

1  Barcelona 

Sundell 

II 

5 

3  Clarence 

Pc Pales 

Marbled  Godwit 

•  1 

9 

2  Times  Beach 

C.Krog,et  al. 

Sander  line; 

II 

10 

60  Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Freeland 

Wilson's  Phalarope 

II 

4 

1  Rockhouse  Pt,,0nt. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Northern  Phalarope 

fl 

10 

].  South  Buffalo  Harbor 

Freeland 

II 

25 

2  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Gardiners , Andrle 

et  al. (BOS) 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

II 

24 

1  01c ott 

Freeland 

Franklin's  Gull 

tl 

1 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

»• 

3 

1  Times  Beach 

Sieracki 

fl 

1? 

1  LaSalle  Park 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

30 

1  Nia.R,  Buffalo 

Andrle,et  al; 

Sieracki 

Little  Gull 

II 

2,7,9,17 

3, 4, 1,2  Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et  al. 

i» 

3,4 

1,2  Times  Beach 

Sieracki 

ff 

3 

1  Times  Beach 

Foster 

II 

10 

2  Ft,  Erie,  Ont, 

Freeland 

fl 

17-18 

5  Buffalo  (LaSalle  Park)Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

25 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Gardiners, Andrle 

et  al. ( BOS) 

II 

27,30 

2,1  Nia.R,  Buffalo 

Sieracki 

II 

30 

3  Nia.R,  Buffalo 

Sieracki 

Forster's  Tern 

II 

17,18 

1,2  LaSalle  Park 

Andrle,  et  al. 

•  1 

17 

2  Nia.R.  Buffalo 

Sieracki 

II 

18 

1  Nia.R,  Buffalo 

Foster,  et  al. 

II 

27 

1  Nia.R,  Buffalo 

Sieracki 

Caspian  Tern 

II 

4 

4  Times  Beach 

Foster ,McPichae ; 

If 

4 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Andrle,et  al. 

II 

17  L 

2  Times  Beach 

Andrle, et  al. 

Common  Nighthawk 

II 

1 

100  Tonawanda 

Sieracki 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 

26 

1  .Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

II 

27 

1  Times  Beach 

Sieracki 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

II 

3 

1  nr.Allenburg  Bog 

Chappies 

II 

4 

1  Ft, Niagara  S.P. 

Klabundes 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

12F 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

18 

1  Greenhurst 

Sundell 

Eastern  Kingbird 

II 

11L 

1  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 

11 

1  nr.Allenburg  Bog 

J . Chappie 

II 

19  L 

‘  1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Horned  Lark  (praticola) 

fl 

25 

.30  Clarence 

Freeland 

(alpestris) 

II 

25F 

20  Clarence 

Freeland 
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Tufted  Titmouse  Sept. 

1-30 

1-2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

f» 

1-30 

1  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

tf 

6 

6  Amherst 

Freeland 

It 

22 

5  Jamestown 

Sundell 

Brown  Creeper 

tl 

12F 

1  Lewiston 

Farrell 

ft 

13 

1  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

Winter  Wren 

ft 

10  F 

1  Buckhorn  Is,  S 

.P. 

Freeland 

tt 

19 

1  Times  Beach 

And.rle,  et  al. 

Carolina  Wren 

ft 

3-30 

1-2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

ft 

11 

1  Clarence 

Freeland 

ft 

25 

1  Niagara  Falls, 

Ont, 

Gardiners ,et  al. 

(BOS) 

Mockingbird 

ft 

18,20 

1  Ft .Erie,  Out. 

Sommerville 

If 

25 

2  Niagara  Falls, 

Ont . 

Gardiners, et  al. 

(BOS) 

Hermit  Thrush 

ft 

30F 

1  Snyder 

DeKleine 

Swainson*s  Thrush 

ft 

3 

1  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

ft 

6f 

1  .Amherst 

Freeland 

ft 

10 

1  Buc Ichor n  Is,  S 

.P. 

Freeland 

Veery 

ft 

12 

1  Lewiston 

Farrell 

ft 

16  L 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Eastern  Bluebird 

tt 

1-30 

4-13  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

ft 

19 

4  Amity 

Burtons , Jordan, 

et  al. 

ft 

24 

4  Oak  Orchard 

Foster, et  al. 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

tt 

10 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Golden- crowned  Kinglet 

ft 

29  F 

1  Leitfiston 

Klabunde s 

Ruby- c r owned  Kinglet 

ft 

10F 

1  Buckhorn  Is.  S 

.P. 

Freeland 

Water  Pipit 

ft 

25F 

112  Clarence 

lie  Kales 

ft 

30 

1  Times  Beach 

Sieracki 

Yellow-throated  Vireo 

tt 

1-6 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

ft 

8 

3  Lewiston 

Farrell 

ft 

25L 

1  Queenston,Cnt. 

Klabunde  s 

Warbling  Vireo 

tf 

3-7 

1-2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

tt 

4 

1  Times  Beach 

Foster,  McMdchael 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

ft 

9 

2  Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

tf 

11L 

1  Alf red  area 

Brooks 

Orange-crowned  Harbler 

ft 

11F 

1  Clarence 

Freeland 

tf 

19 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Northern  Parula 

tt 

4 

1  Times  Beach 

Foster , Me Michael 

'-.I''  ' 

tt 

10 

1  Buckhorn  Is.  S 

i.P. 

Freeland 

tf 

24L 

1  Oakland  Rural 

Cem. 

Freeland 

Yellow  1Tarbler 

tt 

4 

1  Amity  Lake 

V,  Pitzrick 

Black- throated  Blue  Warbler 

3 

1  Amherst 

Sieracki 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

It 

3 

5  Gre'enhurst 

Sundell 

Bla  c  k- th  r • Gr e  e n  Wa  rble  r 

tt 

6 

40  Amherst 

Freeland 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

ft 

24L 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 
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Blackpoll  Warbler  Sept, 

1 

1  Tonawanda 

Sieracki 

n 

1 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Fine  Warbler 

11 

8 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

n 

24 

3  Oakland  Rural  Cem, 

Freeland 

Palm  Warbler 

•t 

4 

1  Times  Beach 

Foster , Mel  iichael 

Connecticut  Warbler 

IV 

6 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Hooded  Warbler 

it 

4 

1  nr, k lie nbur g  Bog 

J . Chappie 

tv 

25L 

1  nr, Barcelona 

Sundell 

Wilson  *  s  Warbler 

ft 

24L 

2  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Northern  Oriole 

IT 

11L 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Rusty  Blackbird 

It 

30F 

6  Amity 

V,  Pitzrick 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

II 

6 

45  Amherst 

Freeland 

II 

10 

40  Buckhorn  Is,  S,P, 

Freeland 

House  Finch 

II 

1-30 

5  Snyder 

DeKleine 

It 

1-30 

2-5  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

ft 

27 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Henslow*s  Sparrow 

It 

1 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

ft 

3 

1  Times  Beach 

Klabundes 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

ft 

17 

2.  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

If 

24 

3  Oakland  Rural  Cem, 

Freeland 

ft 

24 

16  Iroquois  NWR 

Foster, et  al. 

ft 

24 

3  Alfred  area 

ICLingensmith 

White-throated  Sparrow 

If 

2F 

1  Eggertsville 

HcKales 

If 

7 

1  Snyder 

DeKleine 

ft 

19 

50  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Lincoln*s  Sparrow 

ft 

10F 

2  Buckhorn  Is,  S,P. 

Freeland 

II 

10 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Freeland 

II 

25 

1  Queenston,Ont, 

Klabundes 

Species, subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year  256 


Species, subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  •  7 

Total  for  year  •  •  . . . . .  263 


EIRD  BANDING  AT  FARMERSVILLE  STATION  IN  1976 

-  by  Donald  F.  Clark 

This  report  summarizes  the  bird  banding  activities  at  our  private  refuge 
for  the  year  1976.  The  46  acre  refuge  is  located  in  Farmersville  Township  of 
Cattaraugus  County  in  New  York  State,  The  exact  location  is  latitude  42°2'  and 
longitude  78°2*,  On  a  road  map,  it  is  approximately  one  mile  south  of  Farmersville 
Station,  New  York  on  Hicks  Road,  The  post  office  address  is  Hicks  Road,  Franklin- 
ville ,  New  York  14737. 
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This  was  the  third  year  of  full  time  banding  at  the  refuge.  Banding  was 
conducted  on  251  da3rs,  This  was  slightly  fewer  than  the  past  two  years  and  was  due 
to  the  absolutely  horrible  weather  for  the  last  three  quarters  of  the  ■  year.  Nets 
were  used  on  122  days  and  traps  on  204  days.  Again  this  year,  no  banding  was  done 
in  June  and  July  and  very  little  in  August. 

The  flocks  of  Tree  Sparrows  and  Evening  Grosbeaks  continued  for  January 
and  February  but  were  sparse  in  November  and  December.  Evening  Grosbeaks  nested  for 
the  first  time  in  Cattaraugus  and  Allegany  Counties  this  year.  This  was  reported  by 
Jim  and  Regina  Van  Scoy  of  Limestone,  New  York  .in  The  Kingbird .  However,  in  the 
late  fall  and  winter  few  were  seen  at  the  feeders  anywhere  and  some  feeding  stations 
had  none  at  all.  Our  highest  count  was  5  at  one  time  whereas  in  Januarjr  and  February 
they  were  here  in  the  hundreds. 

Blue  Jays  flocked  in  to  take  the  place  of  the  Evening  Grosbeaks  with 
75  -  100  at  one  time  being,  common.  Other  than  this  species,  all  other  species  seemed 
to  be  down  in  numbers.  The  spring  migration  was  slow  and  poor  due  to  cold .and  wet 
weather.  Few  warblers  and  flycatchers  were  seen.  The  fair  migration  was  good  only 
for  the  first  half  of  September  and  then  seemed  to  stop  completely.  Again,  bad 
weather  occurred.  November  and  December  were  extremely  cold  and  we  had  record  snow¬ 
falls. 


One  new  species  was  seen  on.  the  refuge,  A  Ruddy  Duck  rested  on  the  pond 
before  continuing  her  migration,  A  Pileated  Woodpecker  was  netted  and  )banded  for 
the  first  time  on  the  refuge.  Otherwise,  the  year  was  poor  with  ten  fexiier  species 
caught  than  normal, 

A  Federal  and  State  Domestic  Game  Bird  Breeders  License  was  acquired  this 
year.  Tame  mallards  and  two  pinioned  Canada  Geese  nox»r  use  the  ponds  for  their  homes. 
The  geese  were  released  April  1  and  have  never  returned  to  their  pen.  In  the  fall, 
two  wild  Canadas  flew  in  and  spent  the  winter  at  the  refuge,  I'arv  rorness  of  Cuba, 
N.Y,  has  a  Rehabilitation  Fermit  along  with  her  Banding  Permit.  She  released  an  in¬ 
jured,  inoperable  Canada  Goose  on  the  ponds.  Therefore,  we  had  five  geese  all  winter. 

Dr.  Stephen  Eaton  brought  his  graduate  students  to  the  refuge  for  a  field 
trip  in  April.  The  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  an^  the  Cattaraugus  Bird  Club  also  held 
field  trips  in  May.  Bird  Banding  techniques  were  demonstrated  for  all  groups. 

Lecture  demonstrations  were  given  to  the  Franklinville  Eastern  Star  meet¬ 
ing  and  to  the  Warsaw  Garden  Club.  Bird  banding  was  stressed,. 

In  September,  Jane  and  I  spoke  and  set  up  nets  and  traps  for  1150  sixth 
graders  at  the  Allegany  County  4H  Conservation  Days.  This  was  a  two  day  session  and 
was  well  received  by  the  students  and  faculty. 
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We  participated  in  all  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  bird  counts  for 
our  district  in  Cattaraugus  County.  lie  also  ran  a  Breeding  Bird  Survey  route  for 
Or.  Clifford  KLingensmith  of  Alfred  University.  This  is  the  third  year  we  have 
done  this  count.  We  participated  in  the  St,  Bonaventure  Christmas  Bird  Count  as  well 
as  submitting  records  for  Dr.  Stephen  Eaton's  Cattaraugus  County  bird  survey.  Feed¬ 
er  reports  were  sent  to  the  Mauser's  for  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  records,  A 11 
sight  records  were  sent  to  Mrs.  Vivian  Pitzrick  for  the  New  York  State  Federation  of 
Bird  Clubs  Kingbird  and  through  her  to  the  American  Bird.  As  usual  nesting  records 
for  the  refuge  ware  sent  to  the  Laboratory  of  Ornithology  at  Cornell  University, 

Mr.  Fred  Meyers  wrote  several  articles  concerning  our  banding  station  in 
his  column  'Bird  Notes'  for  the  Olean  Times  Herald.  ■:  direct  result  of  this  x-jas  a 
letter  requesting  information  about  a  band  found  on  a  dead  Evening  Grosbeak,  This 
was  referred  to  the  Banding  Office.  Eventually  I  discovered  the  bird  had  been  band¬ 
ed  by  Mrs.  Betsy  Brooks,  a  former  sub-permittee  of  mine. 

Jane  and  I  frequently  lead  groups  of  students  for  ecology  x^alks  at  the 
Beaver  Meadow  Audubon  Center  sponsored  by  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society.  Perhaps  the 
most  interesting  one  this  year  was  a  group  of  teen  age  inner  city  youths  who  had 
never  been  outside  the  city  in  their  lives. 

The  Region  IV  Atlantic  i’lyway  Review  wa s  edited  again  this  year  for  the 


North  American  Bird  Bander. 


The 

10  Most  Commonly  Eanded  Birds: 

1976 

Eleven  Year  Total 

562 

Evening  Grosbeak 

3348 

Tree  Sparrow 

469 

Tree  Sparroxj 

1888 

Evening  Grosbeak 

295 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

1673 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

111 

White-throated  Sparrow 

1373 

Song  Sparrow 

108 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

1029 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

86 

Blue  Jay 

957 

White-throated  Sparrow 

71 

Song  Sparroi-j 

838 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

55 

Chipping  Sparroxi 

700 

Blue  Jay 

48 

American  Goldfinch 

513 

Gray  Catbird 

42 

Tennessee  Warbler 

462 

Field  Sparrow 

Summary  of  1976  Banding  Totals  by  Species: 

2 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

3 

Least  Flycatcher 

1 

Fileated  Woodpecker 

2 

Tree  Swallow 

2 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

86 

Elue  Jay 

9 

Downy  Woodpecker 

108 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

5 

Eastern  Phoebe 

4 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

1 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 

2 

Brown  Creeper 

2 

Traill* s  Flycatcher 

7 

House  Wren 
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27 

Catbird 

4 

Mourning  Warbler 

2 

Brown  Thrasher 

20 

Common  Yellowthroat 

14 

American  Robin 

3 

Wilson* s  Warbler 

2 

Hood  Thrush 

5 

Canada  Warbler 

6 

Hermit  Thrush 

2 

American  Redstart 

11 

Swainson*s  Thrush 

4 

House  Sparrow 

2 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

31 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

3 

Meery 

3 

Baltimore  Oriole 

6  ' 

Golden-crowned1'  Kinglet 

38 

Common  Grackle 

29 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

28 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

1 

Northern  Shrike 

1 

Scarlet  Tanager 

10 

Starling 

6 

Cardinal 

1 

Solitary  Vireo 

19 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

13 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

2 

Indigo  Bunting 

1 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

562 

Pvening  Grosbeak 

1 

Black  and  White  Warbler 

4 

Furple  Finch 

3 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

1 

Common  Redpoll 

42 

Tennessee  Warbler 

24 

Fine  Siskin 

25 

Nashville  1,Tarbler 

48 

American  Goldfinch 

2 

Yellow  Warbler 

1 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

21 

Magnolia  Warbler 

295 

Slate-colored  Junco 

1 

Cape  May  Warbler 

469 

Tree  Sparrow 

18 

Myrtle  Warbler 

55 

Chipping  Sparrow 

4 

Black- throated  Green  Warbler 

11 

Field  Sparroitf 

3 

Chestnut- sided  Warbler 

8 

White -crowned  Sparrow 

1 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

111 

White-throated  Sparrow 

6 

Yellow  Palm  Warbler 

2 

Fox  Sparrow 

4 

Ovenbird 

8 

Swamp  Sparrow 

9 

Northern  Waterthrush 

71 

Song  Sparrow 

2338  Total  Birds  Banded  of  72  Species  at  Farmersville  Station. 

1  Red-tailed  Hawk) 

‘  1  Barred  Owl  )  Banded  at  Beaver  Meadow  Audubon  Center 
2340  Total  Birds  Banded  of  74  Species  for  the  year. 

1  New  species  banded  at  the  refuge  in  1976  for  a  total  of  123  species  to  date. 
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Banding  Returns  in  1976 : 

The  following  birds  were  recaptured  90  days  or  more  after  their  previous  capture. 


Known 

minimum 

years  of 

age 

Species 

Ind. 

Times  9 

8 

7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

Total 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

6 

6 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

Downy  Mood pecker 

6 

6 

1 

1 

3 

•  ' 

1 

6 

E .  Phoebe 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Blue  Jay 

26 

31 

1 

1 

5 

2 

8 

6 

3 

26 

B.H,  Cowbird 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

R.TJ.  Blackbird 

9 

9 

. 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

9 

Northern  Oriole 

1 

1 

1 

1 

C»  Grackle 

8 

8  1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

8 

Evening  Grosbeak 

15 

16 

3 

1 

4 

7 

15 

Am.  Goldfinch 

9 

10 

4 

2 

3 

9 

Tree  Sparrow 

61 

68 

2 

8 

23 

11 

17 

61 

Chipping  Sparrow 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

4 

6 

1 

3 

4 

Song  Sparrow 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Swamp  Gparrow 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cardinal 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Tree  Swallow 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Gray  Catbird 

4 

4 

1 

. 

1 

2 

4 

House  Wren 

1 

1 

1 

1 

W.B.  Nuthatch 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

B.C,  Chickadee 

39 

44 

1 

1 

2 

4 

5 

9 

17 

39 

Veery 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Am.  Robin 

1 

1 

1 

1 

207 

229  1 

3 

3 

6 

14 

25 

52 

44 

59 

207 

207  individual  birds  of  23 

species  returned 

during  1976 

Recoveries  in  1976: 

Fourteen  recovery  reports  were  received  from  the  Bird  Banding  Office  in 
1976,  One  additional  recovery  occurred  on  the  refuge.  Five  species  were  recovered# 
Evening  Grosbeaks  lead  the  list  with  eleven  individuals.  These  recoveries  were 
from  six  different  states  and  two  provinces. 

Evening  Grosbeaks 

'-812-33127:  Banded  on  02-27-74  as  an  AHY-F  at  the  refuge.  It  was  shot  by  an 

unknown  hunter  on  11-02-75  near  Elberta,  Michigan.  This  is  about  295  miles  north¬ 
west  of  the  refuge. 
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•  '!  • 

Recoveries  in  1976,  cont. 

Evening;  Grosbeak; 

#831-97355:  Banded  on  11-18-75  as  an  U-F  at  the  refuge.  It  was  trapped,  and 

released  by  K.  Y,  Hodgdon  on  12-27-75  near  La Vale,  Maryland.  This  is  about  198 
miles  south  south  west  of  the  refuge. 

Evening  Grosbeak; 

#831-97670;  Banded  on  12-24-75  as  an  HY-M  at  the  refuge.  It  was  caught  by  an. 
animal  and  reported  by  a  state  conservation  officer,  Mr.  F,  V,  Lohr,  The  bird  was 
■Pound  on  01-03-76  near  Franklinville ,  N.Y.  about  10  miles  south  west  of  the  refuge. 

Evening  Grosbeaks 

#831-97419:  Banded  on  11-26-75  as  ..an  U-T1  at  the  refuge.  It  was  struck  by  a  car 

on  01-06-76  near  Bradford,  Penn.  John  Gum  of  Lewis  Run,  Pennsylvania  sent  in  the 
band.  This  is  about  39  miles  south  west  by  south  of  the  refuge , 

American  Goldfinch; 

#1300-37998:  Banded  on  12-11-73  as  .an  U— IX  at  the  refuge.  It  was  trapped,  and 

released  by  Mrs.  Frances  B.  Pope  on  02-03-76  near  Mountain  Lake  Park,  Maryland. 

This  is  about  216  miles  south  south  west  of  the  refuge. 

Black-capped  Chickadee : 

#1340-02995:  Banded  on  09-05-75  as  an  HY-IJ  at  the  refuge.  It  was  found  dead  in 

a  feeder  on  02-10-76  at  the  refuge. 

Evening  Grosbeak; 

#77-125512:  Banded 

it  struck  a  stationary 
west  north  west  of  the 
Wisconsin, 

Common  Grackle : 

#983-28240:  Banded  on  05-05-71  as  an  A  HY-M  at  the  refuge.  It  x^ras  shot  on  02-12- 

76  near  Coney,  Georgia  about  819  miles  south  west  by  south  of  the  refuge.  It  xns 
reported  by  Faye  Fish. 

Evening  Grosbeak: 

#821-92574:  Banded  on  03-15-76  as  an  AHY-F  at  the  refuge.  It  was  caught  by 

hand  and  released  alive  on  04-05-76  by  Its.  Lucia  \Fancher  of  Iiachias,  N.Y.  This 
is  about  8  miles  west  of  the  refuge. 


on  01-27-75  as  an  ASY-M  at  the  refuge.  It  was  killed  when 
object  on  02-11-76  near  Plainfield,  Wisconsin  about  558  miles 
refuge.  It  was  reported  by  Jonathan  Wilde  of  Belleville, 
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Recoveries  in  1976, cont. 

Evening  Grosbeak; 

7831-97248;  Banded  on  11-05-75  as  an  U-F  at  the  refuge.  It  was  trapped  and 
released  by  Betsy  Brooks  on  04-10-76  near  Alfred,  N.Y.  This  is  about  38  miles  south 
east  by  east  of  the  refuge. 

Evening  Grosbeak: 

7831-97655;  Eanded  on  12-22-75  as  an  U-F  at  the  refuge.  It  was  found  dead  by 
Bruce  Smalley  of  Belmont,  N.Y.  Lou  Burton,  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Allegany 
Counter  Bird  Club,  sent  the  band  to  the  Bird  Banding  Office.  Belmont  is  about  22 
miles  south  east  of  the  refuge. 

Evening  Grosbeak; 

777-125486:  Banded  on  01-12-75  as  an  AHY-F  at  the  refuge.  It  flew  into  a 

stationary  object  near  Holland,  N.Y,  This  is  about  19  miles  north  west  by  north 
of  the  refuge.  Andre  Jaccard  of  Buffalo,  N.Y.  reported  the  bird. 


Tree  Sparrow: 

7820-59771 s  Banded  on  02-08-74  as  an  AHY-U  at  the  refuge.  It  was  trapped  and 
released  by  Betsy  Brooks  on  12-24-76  near  Alfred,  N.Y,  This  is  38  miles  south 
east  by  east  of  the  refuge,  Betsy  reported  that  the  bird  has  repeated  a  number  of 
times  so  it  must  be  wintering  in  her  area  this  year. 

Evening  Grosbeak: 

#77-125553!  Banded  on  12-12-75  as  a  3Y-1I  at  the  refuge.  It  was  struck  by  an 
automobile  and  reported  by  a  provincial  officer.  The  bird  was  found  at  Petit  Lac 
Jacques  in  Quebec,  Canada,  Danny  Bourassa  of  St.  Nicolas,  Quebec  reported  the  band 
to  the  Bird  Banding  Office.  As  near  as  can  be  determined,  this  is  about  520  miles 
north  east  of  the  refuge.  The  site  is  in  the  Laurentine  Park, 

Evening  Grosbeak: 

7612-09169:  Banded  on  12-11-73  as  an  U-F  at  the  refuge.  It  was  struck  by  an 

automobile  on  08-09-76  near  Buckhams  Bay,  Ontario,  Canada.  It  was  reported  by 
Robert  DcPherson,  a  bird  bander,  of  Hood lawn,  Ontario.  This  is  about  235  miles 
north  north  east  of  the  refuge. 
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foreign  Retraps  in  1976; 

there  were  six  foreign  retraps  for  1976  with  five  of  them  Evening  Grosbeaks. 

Evening  Grosbeak; 

#74-112560 :  Banded  on  01-16-72  by  Claire  Gottschall  near  Tunkhannoch,  Penn. 

It  was  trapped  and  released  on  01-10-76  at  the  refuge.  The  banking  site  is  about 
130  miles  east  south  east  of  the  refuge. 

Evening  Grosbeak: 

#77- 109700 :  Banded,  on  04-03-75  by  John  M.C.  Peterson  near  Ferrisburg,  Vermont. 

It  was  trapped  and  released  on  02-20-76  at  the  refuge.  The  banding  site  is  about 
295  miles  north  east  of  the  refuge.  This  is  actually  a  repeat  of  a  foreign  retrap 
bird.  It  was  also  caught  at  the  refuge  on  12-01-75*  81  days  earlier.  Mr.  Peterson 
is  the  editor  of  the  High  Peaks  Audubon  Newsletter.  This  is  his  second  Evening 
Grosbeak  that  I  have  caught.  He  has  caught  one'  that  I  banded. 

Evening  Grosbeak; 

^851-07461:  Banded  on  11-06-75  bv  Hr.  H,  K,  Meahl  near  Jefferson,  Ohio,  It  was 

trapped  and  released  on  03- 14— 76  at  the  refuge.  The  banding  site  is  about  131  miles 
west  south  west  of  the  refuge. 

Song  Sparrow  5 


#1171-26564s  Banded  on  03-28-76  by  Mrs.  Wilma  Csont  near  Athol  Springs,  New  York. 
It  was  trapped  and  released  on  04-12-76  at  the  refuge.  This  may  be  an  example  of 
reverse  migration  as  the  banding  site  is  about  35  miles  north  itfest  of  the  refuge. 

r 

Evening  Grosbeak: 

#78-124829?  Banded  on  12-15-74  by  Its.  E.  R.  Kaven  near  Glennis,  Michigan.  It  was 
trapped  and  released  on  04-29-76  at  the  refuge.  The  banding  site  is  about  302  miles 
North  west  by  west  of  the  refuge.  This  is  the  second  Evening  Grosbeak  banded  by 
Mrs,  Kaven  that  has  been  captured  at  the  refuge. 

Evening  Grosbeak: 

#692-35076:  Banned  on  04-12-75  by  Mrs.  E.  B.  McGregor  near  Forest,  N.Y.  It  was 

trapped  and  released  on  05-03-76  at  the  refuge.  The  banding  site  is  about  298  miles 
north  east  of  the  refuge. 

An  interesting  coincidence  occurred  this  summer.  In  June  an  article  was 
published  in  the  Olean  Times  Herald  about  my  banding  station.  .A  week  or  so  later, 

I  recieved  a  letter  addressed  to  the  "Reaver  Pond"  requesting  information  about  a 
ban^  found  on  an  Evening  Grosbeak  killed  near  Coudersport,  Pennsvlvania .  T  forwarded 
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Foreign  Retraps  in  1976,  cont. 

the  material  to  the  Bird  Banding  Office.  This  winter  I  learned  that  the  bird  had 
been  banded  by  Betsy  Brooks  of  Alfred  Station,  K.Y.  Betsy  started  her  banding  as 
a  subpermittee  of  mine. 


Recap  of  Returns,  Recoveries  and  Foreign  Retraps; 


f'f) 

67 

68 

69 

70 

71 

72 

73 

74 

75 

76 

Total 

Total 

Banded  588 

1332 

1652 

1690 

1530 

2036 

2074 

2085 

2439 

2622 

2340 

20388 

Returns  12 

127 

157 

209 

168 

214 

204 

184 

225 

184 

207 

1891 

Recoveries 

3 

5 

2 

4 

5 

3 

3 

5 

7 

15 

52 

Foreign 

Re traps 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

5 

8 

f 

26 

Birds  Observed  at  the  Refuge: 


One  new  species  seen  this  year  for  the  first  time  was  a  Ruddy  Buck  that  spent  a 
couple  of  days  resting  on  the  pond  before  continuing  north  during  the  spring 
migration. 


Year 

Species  Seen 

Mew  Species  for  Year 

Total 

1959 

72 

72 

72 

I960 

100 

38 

110 

1961 

101 

18 

128 

1962 

112 

15 

143 

1963 

106 

5 

148 

1964 

109 

5 

153 

1965 

115 

4 

157 

1968 

122 

6 

163 

1967 

125 

3 

166 

1968 

121 

4 

170 

19^9 

128 

3 

173 

1970 

132 

4 

177 

1971 

130 

3 

180 

1972 

129 

— 

180 

1973 

127 

— 

180 

1974 

129 

1 

181 

1975 

125 

3 

184 

1976 

.  123 

“1 

JL 

185 
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Distribution  of  Banding  Totals  by  Families: 


The  increase  in  sparrows  and  finches  continues  due  to  winter  trapping  and 
daily  operation  of  feeders.  The  evening  Grosbeak  flight  was  excellent  from  January 
to  April.  In  November  and  December  they  were  few  and  far  between  with  most  feeding 
stations  reporting  none  at  all.  Tree  Sparrows  declined  drastically.  However,  a 
small  flock  of  ^Jhite-throated  Sparrows  spent  the  winter  in  the  area.  Warblers 
fluctuate  according  to  the  migration.  This  year  both  the  spring  and  fall  migration 
were  short  with  few  birds  seen  at  one  time.  Blackbirds  improved  over  last  year  but 
are  still  below  the  ten  year  average.  Starlings  are  also  lower  in  numbers.  The 
woodpeckers  have  dropped  to  their  lowest  numbers  in  the  past  ten  years.  They  are 
seen  most  days  but  not  in  the  quantities  of  previous  years.  Thrushes,  mimic  thrushes 
and  flycatchers  are  lower  in  average  due  to  the  poor  migrations. 


Family 


Sparrows 

Warblers 

Blackbirds 

Chickadees 

^brushes 

Jays 

I'Hmic  Thrushes 

Wood peckers 

Swallows 

Kinglets 

Flycatchers 

Starlings 

Vireos 

Wrens 

Nuthatches 

Waxwing s 

Creepers 

Tanagers 

Cuckoos 

Ducks 

Sandpipers 

Kingfishers- 

Shrikes 

Titmice 

Owls 

Hawks 

Swifts 

Doves 

Herons 

100$  of 


1976 


72.7 

7.4 

4.2 

4.6 

1.6 

3.6 

1.2 

.5 

..1 

1.5 

.5- 

.4 

.6 

.3 

.2 

.1 

.1 

.1 


.1 

.1 

.1 

.  2340 
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Breakdown  cf  Banding  Operation; 

In  19?6  mist  nets  were  used  to  capture  34*4 %  of  the  birds  caught  while 
65.5o  xrare  caught  in  traps.  .1 1o  X\rere  caught  in  other  ways.  This  is  the  third  year 
of  full  time  banding  xjith  traps  used  exclusively  during  the  winter  months.  The  same 
number  of  traps  were  used  this  year  but  the  xjeather  during  November  and  December 
curtailed  their  usefulness.  Snoxj  came  early  in  October.  It  never  melted  and  xxe  had 
a  record  number  of  consecutive  days  of  snow.  This  covered  over  the  seed  in  the  traps 
and  made  them  inoperative  much  of  the  day. 


Net  lanes  were  consistent  with  the  past  two  years  but  bad  weather  curtailed 
the  netting  hours. 

Injuries,  Deformities  and  Variations  Noted.  on  Birds  Captured; 


812-33586 

Blue  Jay 

01-05-76 

821-92443 

Cardinal 

02-06-76 

1350-44173 

B.C.  Chickadee 

02-15-76 

1420-42137 

S.C,  Junco 

04-12-76 

812-33626 

Robin 

04-20-76 

812-33629 

R.V.  Blackbird 

04-22-76 

1420-42326 

Chipping  Sparrow 

04-30-76 

1420-42327 

Chipping  Sparrow 

04-30-76 

1420-42346 

Chipping  Sparroxj 

05-04-76 

1420-42390 

Chippihg  Sparrow 

05-09-76 

850-08664 

No.  T/aterthrush 

05-09-76 

1420-42422 

Chipping  Sparroxj 

05-12-76 

851-85468 

B.H,  Coi'jbird 

05-14-76 

1420-42446 

Chipping  Sparroxj 

05-22-76 

851-8 5508 

Fox  Sparroxj 

10-26-76 

1420-42667 

S.C.  Junco 

11-02-76 

1420-42701 

S.C.  Junco 

11-14-76 

Right  eye  missing 

Fiece  out  of  right  upper  bill 

Feather  structure  around  eyes  unusual 

Claws  white,  middle  toe  pink 

Upper  bill  hooked  over  lox-Jer.  4mm. 

No  tip  to  upper  bill 

No  claxxs  rear  left  toe 

No  claw  center  left  toe 

No  claw  center  right  toe 

No  claw  right  toe  left  foot 

No  claws  rt.  &  center  toe  left  foot 

No  claxxs  center  toe  left  foot 

Left  leg  off  below  knwe  joint 

No  claw  left  ft  rear  toe,  rt  ft  It  toe 

No  claw  center  toe  right  foot 

Tip  lower  bill  broken  off  2  mm 

Upper  bill  curved  upward  at  tip 


R.F.D.  Hicks  Road,  Franklinville ,  N.Y.  14737 


B.O.S,  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 

SEPTEI1BER  11  —  Ten  members  comprised  the  group  that  crossed  the  Peace 
Bridge  for  a  trip  along  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  on  a  cool,  sunny  day  with  brisk 
northxijest  xxinds  raising  our  hopes  of  seeing  many  early  fall  migrants.  Our  first 
stop  at  the  Old  Trie  Beach  .Amusement  Park  xias  somewhat  of  a  disappointment  with  only 
a  lone  Black-and-xtfhite  ^arbler  to  suggest  that  any  migrants  at  all  were  in.  the  area. 
However,  things  improved  considerably  at  Pud  Lake  on  North  Elm  Street  in  Port 
Colborne,  The  bushes  on  either  side  of  the  nature  trail  on  the  west  side  of  the  lake 
were  ^illed  xiith  warblers  and  other  passerine  migrants.  An  unusual  record  of  a  Ring¬ 
necked  Duck  on  the  lake  was  the  highlight  here.  Our  next  stop  was  Morgan’s  Point, 
xxhere  we  enjoyed  lunch  on  the  beach,  Varblers  were  literally  everywhere  in  the  trees 
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and  shrubs  behind  the  beach,  affording  excellent  views  of  over  12  species  in  their 
fall  finery.  A  Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher  and  Red-breasted  Nuthatches  moved  among  them. 

We  moved  on  to  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park,  where  we  were  disappointed  to  find  no 
pockets  of  migrating  land  birds  and  comparatively  few  shorebirds,  but  two  migrating 
Sharp-shinned  Hawks  and  an  Osprey  made  it  worthwhile.  The  trip  officially  ended  at 
Rock  Point  with  a  few  pressing  on  to  the  Niagara  Peri on  Sod  Farm  at  Stromness  in  the 
hope  of  seeing  a  late  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper.  While  none  could  be  found,  the  tele¬ 
phone  wires  along  the  road  bordering  the  north  end . of  the  sod  farm  were  filled  with 
migrating  swallows  of  several  species,  some  of  which  alighted  on  a  recently  plowed 
field,  apparently  to  feed  on  insects  on  the  ground,  £11  told,  it  was  a  very  pleasant 
trip  with  77  species  of  birds  recorded , 

—  Joe  Thill 

SEPTEMBER  25  —  A  partv  of  16  left  Chippawa  for  the  Section  2  Exploration 
under  a  brightening  sic/"  with  temperatur  of  65  degrees  and  no  wind.  The  breakwall 
provided  our  only  shorebirds  that  day,  including  2  Northern  Phalaropes  which  landed 
in  the  water  nearby.  Assorted  gulls  were  joined  by  400  Common  and  2  Black  Terns.  A 
flock  of  50  Canada  Geese  flew  upriver.  Heading  away  from  the  Niagara  River,  we  drew 
a  disappointing  blank  at  the  usually  productive  St.  David’s  Cannery  Ponds,  which  x^ere 
flooded.  But  birding  was  better  where  Four-idle  Creek  enters  Lake  Ontario  near 
Niagara-on-the-Lake .  We  saw  10  species  of  warblers  there,  swelling  the  day's  total 
list  to  68  species, 

—  Ralph  &  Denys  Gardiner 


'  NOTES 

A  RECORD  OF  THE  PEREGRINE  FALCON  IN  CATTARAUGUS  COUNTY 


On  September  26,  1977,  at  8:30  a.m.,  I  received  a  call  from  Mrs.  Corwin  in 
Olean  stating  that  a  large  hax*jk  had  been  struck  by  a  passing  school  bus  .but  was 
still  alive,  lying  on  its  back  in  a  ditch  next  to  the  road.  As  I  was  busy  with  my 
duties  at  'Hawk  Hideaway',  our  rehabilitation  lab  for  injured  birds,  my  son,  Roger, 
offered  to  drive  the  eight  miles  to  the  scene  and  pick  it  up.  T!hen  Roger  returned 
with  the  hawk,  I  identified  it  as  an  immature  male  Peregrine  Falcon  (Falco  peregrinus ). 

The  bird,  approximately  15  inches  in  length,  had  a  forehead  of  light  beige 
color  interspersed  with  black  with  a  distinct  beige  eye  stripe.  The  breast  was  of  a 
rich  beige  color  with  vertical  stripes  of  dark  brown.  The  back  was  dark  brown  with 
rich  beige-brown  feather  edgings  and  the  tail  was  dark  brown  tipped  with  off-white 
and  barred  off-white.  I  believed  the  falcon  to  be  of  the  Arctic  race  sometimes  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  the  'Blond'  Peregrine.  Falco  peregrinus  tundrius.  liy  identification 
was  confired  by  Dr.  Tom  Cade  of  the  Laboratory  of  Ornithology  at  Cornell  University, 
Ithaca,  New  York. 

Upon  examination,  the  hawk  was  found  to  have  a  fractured  humerus  of  the 
left  wing  at  midpoint;  this  was  confirmed  by  X-Rays.  I  placed  it  in  a  holding  box 
which  is  quiet,  dark  and  cool,  a  routine  practice  with  injured  raptors  ■;  when  they  are 
received.  I  then  treated  the  bird  for  shock  and,  along  with  glucose  feeding,  offered 
it  a  variety  of  food.  It  showed  a  preference  for  beef  heart  but  ate  very  little  as 
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A  record  of  the  Peregrine  Falcon  in  Cattaraugus  County,  cont. 

it  seemed  to  cause  more  difficulty  in  breathing,  a  problem  present  when  I  first 
examined  the  bird.  The  breathing  problem  worsened  considerably  and  the  falcon 
expired,  on  September  29th,  one  day  before  the  scheduled  surgical  pinning  of  the 
fractured  humerus*  Dr.  Ward  Stone,  pathologist  at  the  State  Research  Lab  at 
Delmar,  New  York  will  do  a  complete  analysis  of  the  carcass  but  his  findings  will 
not  be  available  for  six  to  eight  weeks. 


Permission  to  hold  and  rehabilitate  this  falcon,  an  endangered  species, 
liras  obtained  from  the  Federal  Law  Enforcement  Agency  in  Buffalo.  I  am  presently 
seeking  permission  to  have  the  skin  and  skeleton  donated  to  the  bird  collection  of 
the  Department  of  Biology  of  St,  Bona venture  University. 


Mary  For  ness, 
* Culls  Of  The  Niagara  Frontier1 


3086  Ha ski 11  Road, Cuba,  N.Y. 

14?27 


*:Gulls  of  the  Niagara  frontier*  by  Dp,  Robert  F.  Andrle,  Curator  of 
Vertebrate  Zoology  at  the  Buffalo  Luseum  of  Science,  is  now  in  print  as  Wiscellan- 
eous  Contribution  v 29  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences.  It  is  a  sixteen 
page  reprint  of  an  article,  illustrated  with  one  map  and  4  photographs,  accounts  of 
the  species  of  gulls  found  in  our  area  and  their  occurrence,  originally  published 
in  the  journal  of  the  New  York  State  Federation  of  Bird  Clubs,  The  Kingbird , 
vol.  XXVII ;3  in  1977.  The  publication  is  available  for  sale  at  a  cost  of  $1.00  at 
*The  Cabinet*,  the  gift  shop  in  the  Museum  of  Science. 


Check-list  of  Western  Birds  Published  by  Former  Prothonotary  Editor 

*A  Check-list  of  Birds  of  Northwestern  Nebraska  and  Southwestern  South 
Dakota*  has  been  published  by  former  B.O.S.  member  Richard  C.-  Rosche  and  is  available 
from  the  author  at  P.0.  Box  482,  Craitfford,  Nebraska  69339  at  a  cost  of  $2.00.  The 
check-list  is  a  fifteen  page  mimeographed  compilation  of  266  species  of  birds  known 
to  occur  in  Sioux,  Dawes,  Box  Butte  and  Sheridan  Counties  in  Nebraska  and  Fall  River 
County  in  South  Dakota  before  1973*  Dick  is  lire  11  remembered  by  older  members  of  the 
B.O.S.  as  an  active  field  ornithologist  who  served  as  editor  of  The  Prothonotary 
and  compiler  of  records  during  his  many  years  of  membership.  He  is  author  of  * Birds 
of  Wyoming  County,  New  York*,  a  77  page  check-list,  published  as  Volume  23  of  the 
Bulletin  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences  In  1967* 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise 
days  of  each  month  at  8:00 
Science,  September  through 


noted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednes- 
p.m,  in  the  Society* s  club  room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of 
June,  inclusive. 
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December  28th: 
January  11th: 


January  25th: 


January  21st: 


No  meeting.  Kerry  Christmas? 

'Pirds  of  Panama*,  A  slide  program  presented  by  B,0,S, 
member  David  Wilcove  who  spent  most  of  the  month  of  June, 

1977  in  Panama,  binding  with  John  Nall  of  ..New  fork  City, 
an  expert  in  the  field  identification  of  neo-tropical 
birds.  A  preliminary  report  on  the  results  of  the 
Christmas  Bird  Count  will  be  given  by  the  compiler, 

*A  Great  White  Bird  * ,  A  50  minute  colour  film  produced 
by  the  National  Film  Board  of  Canada  on  the  biology  of 
the  Whooping  Crane,  Acclaimed  by  all  who  have  viewed 
it.  A  preliminary  report  on  the  results  of  the  January 
Waterfowl  count  will  be  given  by  the  compiler. 

PROGR'1-'  1 1  FI  BID  TRIPS 

Special  visit  to  Cornell  University. • , "The  Peregrines 
and  the  Lab,"  Co-leaders,  Karev  Foster  (tel,  648-5454) 
and  Phyllis  Dague  of  the  Cornell  Laboratory  of  Ornithology. 

We  have  also  reserved  Saturday,  February  4,  as  an  emergency 
make-up  date,  if  weather  conditions  preclude  the  January  21 
visit.  Bring  lunch  and,  if  you  want  to  purchase  items, 
your  checkbook  (no  credit  cards  accepted).  Also  bring  your 
camera  if  you  want  to  photograph  the  Peregrine  Falcons 
through  the  Peregrine  Barn*s  one-way  glass  (use  high-speed 
film  as  the  special  glass  reduces  light  at  least  three  stops). 
We  x-d.ll  meet  and  car-pool  at  700  a.m.  from  the  Charter  House 
parking  lot,  Transit  Road  just  off  Thruway  Exit  49,  Lancaster. 
We  will  return  to  Buffalo  in  late  afternoon  or  early  evening* 
Route  will  be  Thruway  to  Exit  42,  then  Route  96  south  to 
Ithaca.  Group  will  first  visit  the  Laboratory  of  Ornithology, 
including  its  mounts  and  art  collection  (Fuertes,  et  al). 

The  books  and  records  can  be  purchased,  and  the  art  prints 
(from,  very  expensive  signed  prints  to  very  reasonable  un¬ 
signed  ones)  are  a  special  attraction  for  many.  After  lunch 
we  will  visit  the  world-famous  Peregrine  Earn  to  observe  the 
full  facility.  Dr.  Charles  Smith,  Assistant  Director,  will 
present  a  slide  lecture.  There  may  be  some  time  available 
for  birding  on  the  Sapsucker  Woods  trails.  If  leather  looks 
bad  on  January  21,  check  Farcy  Foster  for  plans. 
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PROGRA IT  -  COUNTS 

January  8  th:  January  Waterfowl  Count  of  the  New  York  State  Federation  of 

Bird  Clubs.  Coordinator,  Alan  Reckhow  (tel,  878-0078) .The 
target  date  for  the  Count  is  Sunday,  January  8,  but  in  case 
of  inclement  weather  or  other  problems,  any  day  between 
January  7  and  January  1.5  is  acceptable.  Call  the  coordina¬ 
tor  for  assignment  of  territory. 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  Fifth  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler,  T Iky  .David  B.  Freeland,  60  Haymarket  Square,  East 
Amherst,  Few  York  14051 • 

CHANGE  OF  Address*  .  Notify  the  Treasurers"  Mrs.  Doris  O'Nalley 

760  Main  Street 
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VOLTFTE  43  NOVEMBER  1977  A&OLSME  II 

'  THE  I TQNTK 

The  weather  in  October  was  seasonable.  The  month  began  with  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  heavy  rainfall  that  plagued  us  in  September  but  abated  by  the  4th. when, 
for  the  first  time  in  22  days,  no  precipitation  was  recorded  in  the  Buffalo  area* 
Following  two  weeks  of  cool  temperatures  and  unseasonably  cold  weather  at  mid-month 
(two  inches  of  snow  being  reported  from  the  high  elevations  in  Allegany  County  on 
the  17th),  the  weather  pattern  reversed  itself  and  October  ended  with  the  area 
basking  in  one  of  the  most  beautiful  Indian  Summers  in  recent  memory.  The  high 
temperature  for  the  month,  70°(F)  was  recorded  on  both  the  25th  and  26th.  The  aver¬ 
age  temperature  for  the  month  was  49.6°(F) ,1.9°below  the  norm.  Rainfall  measured 
2.^1  inches,  0.40  inches  below  average.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater 
Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

The  cold,  rainy  weather  an^  northwest  win^s  at  the  beginning  of  the  period 
brought  an  influx  of  waterfowl,  especially  Canada  Geese,  with  many  large  flocks  of 
these  birds  reported  in  the  area  on  October  2n^ ,  Two  Snoitf  Geese  were  reported  from 
Langford  Pond  near  North  Collins  on  that  date  and  Richard  Byron  saw  "twenty-five  or 
thirty"  birds  of  this  species  in  a  flock  over  LaSalle  Park  in  Buffalo  on  October 
14th,  a  very  coin  day  with  northerly  winds  bringing  many  migrant  waterfowl  into  the 
region.  On  October  24th,  a  flock  of  ten  Snow  Geese  was  reported  from  the  Tifft  Farm 
Nature  Preserve  in  South  Buffalo,  The. cold  weather  of  the  14th  persisted  through 
the  weekend  and  on  Sunday,  October  16th,  a  party  of  Canadian  birders  led  by  Robert 
Curry  of  Hamilton,  Ontario  had  a  banner  day  in  a  field  trip  along  the  Ontario  shore 
of  the  Niagara  River.  Among  their  finds  were  a  sub-adult  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 
at  the  base  of  the  Canadian  Falls  and  an  immature  Sabine's  Gull  at  the  'Maid  o' 
the  Mist  *  boat  dock  in  the  gorge  there.  Further  downriver  they  saw  a  Peregrine 
Falcon  flying  over  the  Sir  Adam  Beck  hydro  station  at  Queenston*.  Also  on  the  16th, 
Robert  Andrle's  party,  on  a  field  trip  along  the  Lake  Ontario  shore  between  Olcott 
and  Point  Breeze  in  Orleans  County,  counted  sixty-one  Brant  in  three  flocks.  A 
week  earlier,  105  Brant  were  seen  on  Lake  Ontario  between  Slmdigee  and  Point  Breeze 
by  Harold  Mitchell's  party  during  the  October  bird  count.  During  the  period  of 
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unseasonable  cole*  between  the  11th  and  the  17th  of  October,  Paul  Benham  estimated 
the  numbers  of  Bonaparte's  Gulls  on  the  Niagara  River  had  swelled  to  100,000  birds. 
Parasitic  Jaegers  made  their  appearance  on  Lake  Ontario  early  in  the  month  and  sever¬ 
al  sightings  of  immature  birds  of  this  species  were  reported.  On  October  30th,  an 
adult  Thayer* s  Gull  x^as  seen  in  the  gorge  at  Niagara  Falls  and  an  Iceland  Gull,  the 
first  'white-winged '  larid  of  the  season,  was  reported  from  the  power  intake  on  the 
Niagara  River  at  Queenston  by  Doug  Happ  on  that  date . 

On  October  2nd,  Robert  Andrle's  field  trip  to  the  New  York  State  Tonawanda 
Wildlife  Management  Area,  on  the  eastern  border  of  Niagara  County,  paid  an  unexpected 
dividend.  While  unsuccessfully  attempting  to  find  Yellow  Rails  by  combing  the  sedgy 
fields  there,  his  party  flushed  two  small  birds  identified  as  Sharp-tailed  Sparrox^s 
of  the  race  Ammodramus  caudacutus  alterus  which  breeds  in  Northern  Ontario  and  Quebec,, 
It  is  believed  to  be  the  first  time  this  sparrow  has  been  recorded  from  the  wetlands 
east  of  Buffalo  during  the  fall  migration.  However,  it  is  such  a  furtive  little 
creature  that  it  could  easily  be  overlooked  or  misidentified  by  many  field  observers 
and  thus  its  true  status  as  a  migrant  species,  as  that  of  the  other  race  known  to 
occur  here,  A_.  c_.  nelsoni ,  remains  to  be  worked  out. 

Other  interesting  records  for  the  month  include  a  record  number  of  six 
Laughing  Gulls,  all  immature  birds,  seen  in  Dunkirk  Harbor  by  Andrle  on  October  10th 
anH  two  female  Ring  Eiders  seen  in  the  Niagara  Gorge  by  David  Freeland  on  October 
31st. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Tvenmore  New  York  1421? 

NOT  WORTHY  RECORDS 

Nnderlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  'Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario*  (B.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files 
of  the  Buffalo  Ornithology  Society. 


* 

-  Indicates 

first  record 

for  the 

year 

F 

-  Indicates 

first  record 

for  the 

migration 

L 

-  Indicates 

last  record 

for  the 

migration 

(f) 

Indicates 

record  from 

feeding 

station 

Common  Loon 

Oct, 

2F 

1  01c ott 

Andrle,  et  al. 

tl 

3,4 

.  1,5  Buffalo(Front  Park) 

Sieracki 

ff 

16 

1  Clinton  Twp . , Ont . 

Schaffner,A .Clark 

Red- 

throated  I  oon 

ft 

23F 

2  Ole ott 

Happ,Rebovich,et  al. 

(H.O.S.) 
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Horned  Grebe 

Oct. 

23 

7  Olcott-Shadigee 

Happ , Rebovich , et  aL 
(B.O.S.) 

•  I 

25 

2  Niagara  R, , Ont • 

Sieracki 

If 

29 

25  Mayville 

Sundell 

If 

31 

4  Niagara  Nalls, Ont, 

Freeland 

Eared  Grebe 

If 

29 

1  Mayville 

Sundell 

•  1 

31 

1  Niagara  Nalls, Ont. 

Freeland 

Double-cr .  Cormorant 

II 

10  F 

1  Dunkirk 

Andrle 

II 

13 

1  Dunkirk 

Sieracki 

II 

15,21 

2,4  Dunkirk 

Sundell 

Green  Heron 

II 

6 

2  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

11 

15 

1  Tifft  Farm 

O’Dell 

II 

16  L 

1  Belmont 

Burtons , McDowell 

Black-cr,  Night  Heron 

If 

8 

4  Tifft  Farm 

O'Dell 

If 

22-28 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Scott, Burtons 

American  Bittern 

II 

11L 

1  Cheektowaga 

Nreeland 

Canada  Goose 

II 

2 

700  Clarence 

Me Kales 

11 

3 

16  flocks  of  9-153 
Amity  Lake 

Fitzricks 

n 

3 

2615  Belmont 

Burtons 

Brant. 

f» 

16 

6l  Olcott-Shadigee 

Andrle,et  al. 

jr 

II 

23 

20  Shad i gee 

Nreeland , Happ 

Rebovich , e tal . ( EOS } 

Snow  Goose  (white  phase) 

8F 

2  Langford  Pond 

Chappie 

Pintail 

If 

2 

75  Barcelona 

Sundell 

American  Uigeon 

II 

2 

450  Barcelona 

Sundell 

Northern  Shovoler 

•  I 

23 

20  Oak  Orchard  UFA 

Happ , Rebovich , 
et  al.(B. ) .S. ) 

Woo d  Puck 

If 

26-28 

3  Forest  Lawn 

O'Dell 

Redhead 

II 

5F 

3  Buffalo  (Front  Park)Sieracki 

It 

11 

55  Chippawa , Ont . 

Rew 

II 

29 

175  May vi  lie 

Sundell 

Ring-necked  Duck 

•  I 

2 

8  Iroquois  NUR 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Canvasback 

If 

11F 

1500  Chippawa,  Ont. 

Rew 

II 

22 

1  Lyndonville 

Fessler 

•  I  • 

23 

8  Oak  Orchard  area 

Happ, Rebovich, 

,  ■  r 

,  'V 

et  al. (BOS) 

Greater  Scaup 

it* 

3 

166  Buffalo(Front  Park) 

Sieracki 

II 

11 

1000  Chippawa,  Ont. 

Rew 

II 

16 

”  500  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Schaffner,A .Clark 

Old squaw 

II 

19F 

1  Buffalo( Front  Park) 

Sieracki 

II 

22 

5  Peace  Bridge  -  . 

Lc Fie ha el 

11 

23 

40  Olcott-Shadigee 

Happ, Rebovich, 
et  al.  (BOS) 

II 

24 

300  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Sieracki 

IV 

30 

400  Port  Heller,  Ont. 

Schaffner,A .Clark, 
Roberts 

-  172  - 


Volume  43,  Number  11  "Noteworthy  Records"  cont. 


King  Eider  Oct. 

31 

2  Niagara  ^alls.Ont. 

Freeland 

White-winged  Scoter 

ft 

4 

100  Buffalo (Front  Park) 

Sieracki 

ft 

23 

350  Olcott-Shadigee 

Happ,Rebovich, 
et  al.(BOS) 

Surf  Scoter 

tl 

2F 

7  Olcott 

Andrle,  et  al. 

ft 

15 

12  Dunkirk 

Sundell 

Black  Scoter 

tf 

2 

6  Barcelona 

Sundell 

Ruddy  Duck 

It 

10 

3  Langf ord  Pond 

O'Dell 

It 

23 

6  Langford  Pond 

Fessler 

It 

23 

15  Oak  Orchard  WWA 

Happ,Rebovich, 
et  al. (BOS) 

If 

25 

1  Niagara  R, ,  Ont,. 

Sieracki 

Hooded  Merganser 

It 

23 

20  Iroquois  IV  JR 

Happ,Rebovich, 
et  al.(BOS) 

Common  Merganser 

ft 

22 

•;  19  Almond  Dam 

Brooks , Chapman 

Turkey  Vulture 

If 

3 

11  Buffalo( Front  Park) 

Sieracki 

It 

7 

1  Friendship 

Compton 

ft 

22 

•  3  Iroquois  NWR  ! 

Fessler 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

II 

2 

r.  1  Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

m 

15 

1  Tiff t  Farm 

Rew 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

It 

22 

18  Fort  Erie,0nt. 

Thills 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

ft 

16 

1  Porter 

Andrle, et  al. 

Osprey 

tl 

1-9 

1  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

It 

15L 

1  Tifft  Farm 

O'Dell 

Peregrine  Falcon 

II 

16 

IN.  Falls ( Hydro ) , Ont • 

Curry,  Mason 

Connon  Gallinule 

II 

29  L 

1  Shongo 

Brooks,  et  al. 

Semipalmated  Plover 

If 

16l 

1  St .  David  *  s , Ont . 

Curry , Mason 

.American  Golden  Plover 

If 

2 

125  Clarence 

Me  Kales 

ft 

3,8,10 

15 » 70, 52  Clarence 

Freeland 

II 

16 

3  Yates 

Andrle,  et  al. 

tf 

20 

2  Tonawanda 

Sieracki 

ft 

23 

1  Clarence 

Freeland ,Happ, 
Rebovich,etal(BOS) 

Black-bellied  Plover 

it 

24 

13  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Sieracki 

ft 

29L 

6  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Schaf f ner , A • Clark 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

It 

16  L 

1  RockhousePt . ,0nt . 

Schaffner , A, Clark 

American  Woodcock 

tf 

11 

:  2  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

If 

21L 

1  Amity 

V, Pitzrick 

Common  Snipe 

tf 

23 

20  Oak  Orchard  TJMA. 

Sieracki, et  al. 

ft 

31 

2  St .  David  *  s , Ont • 

Freeland 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

It 

21 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

ft 

22 

6  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Me  Michael 

tl 

23 

1  Cuba 

Burtons, Scott 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

If 

27,31L 

2, 3»3»3i3  Times  Beach 

O'Dell 

Red  Knot 

tf 

4L 

1  Buffalo(Front  Park) 

Sieracki 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

If 

23L 

1  Clarence 

Freeland, Happ, 

Rebovich,etal(BOS) 


Volume  43 ,  Number  11  "Noteworthy  Records"  cont. 


Baird* s  Sandpiper  Oct. 

16  L 

1  St.  David’s, Ont. 

Curry, Mason 

Least  Sandpiper 

tf 

16  L 

2  St.  David’s .Ont. 

Curry , Mason 

Dunlin 

f» 

1,2 

50,20  Barcelona 

Sundell 

tf 

2 

15  Clarence 

Me  Kale  s 

tf 

8 

13  Clarence 

Freeland 

tf 

15 

125  Dunkirk 

Sundell 

ft 

16 

200  St,David*s,Ont . 

Curry, Mason 

tf 

17-22 

3  Amity  Lake  •• 

Pitzricks 

tf 

31 

76  St,  David  *  s  ,-Ont . 

Freela  nd 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

tf 

16 

3  St .  David  *  s , Ont • 

Curry ,  Mason 

tf 

16  L 

1  Rockhouse  Pt,,Ont, 

Schaffner ,A , Clark 

'Red  Phalarope 

»» 

16 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,Ontj 

Schaffner , A .Clark 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

(i 

2 

2  01c ott 

Andrle  ,et  al. 

m 

22 

1  Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Fessler 

Iceland  Gull 

ft 

(L.g .glaucoides) 

ft 

30F 

1  Queenston,Ont . 

Happ , Harrington 

Great-Bl. -backed  Gull 

ft 

13 

32  Dunkirk 

Sieracki 

If  ‘  • 

16 

18  Port  Maitland , Ont , 

Schaffn  er, A, Clark 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

11 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Rew, Ulrich, 

Schwartzes 

tf 

21 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Axtell 

"Laughing  Gull 

It 

10 

6  Durikirk 

Amdrle 

ft 

13,15 

5,5  Dunkirk 

Sundell 

Franklin's  Gull 

If 

11 

2  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Rew 

ft 

16 

2  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Curry, Mas on 

ft 

16 

1  N . Falls ( Hydro ) , Ont . 

Curry,  Mia  son 

e 

16 

1  Queenston,Ont. 

Cu  rry,Mason 

If 

30 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Andrle,et  al. 

If 

31 

2  Queenston, Ont. 

Freeland 

tt 

31 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Freeland 

Bonaparte  *  s  Gull 

ft 

16 

6000  N, Falls( Hydro ), Ont. 

Curry, Mason 

Little  Gull 

tt 

3,4,5 

3,1,2  Buffalo( Front  Park) 

Sieracki 

ft 

16 

1  Rockhouse  Ft., Ont, 

Schaffner, A .Clark 

tf 

16 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Curry , Mason 

tf 

16 

3  Queenston, Ont. 

Curry , Mason 

Vf 

24 

6  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Axtell 

tt 

24 

2  Queenston, Ont • 

Axtell 

If 

29 

3  Ft.  Erie,Ont. 

Schaffner , A . Clark 

tf 

30  1 

1  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Schaffner , A, Clark, 

Roberts 

ft 

30 

6  Ft.Erie-Queenston,Ont .  Andrle,et  al. 

^ Sabine* s  Gull 

ft 

16 

1  (imm. )Niagara  Falls 

» 

Ont . 

Curry  Mason  1 

Forster's  Tern 

If 

31 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Freeland 

Common  Tern 

tf 

30 

55  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Happ, A .Clark, et  al 

Caspian  Tern 

ft 

2L 

1  Barcelona 

Sundell 

Short-eared  Owl 

II 

22F 

1  Golden  Hill, S.P... 

Fessler 

Common  Nighthawk 

ff 

17L 

8  Tona wanda 

Sieracki 

,1. 
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Ruby- throated  Humm, 

Get. 

10  L 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Eastern  Phoebe 

II 

15L 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

II 

15L 

2  Tifft  Farm 

Rew 

II 

15L 

1  Tifft  Farm 

O'Dell 

Rough-winged  Swallow 

II 

19L 

1  Buffalo(Front  Park) 

Sieracki 

Tufted  Titmouse 

II 

1-31 

2-3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Brown  Creeper 

II 

10 

30  Evangola 

O'Dell 

Winter  Wren  , 

II 

IF 

1  Times  Beach 

Andrle 

II 

8 

1  Times  Beach 

O'Dell 

Carolina  Wren 

II 

1-26 

1-2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

24 

1  Queens ton, Ont . 

Axtell 

Mockingbird 

II 

12 

1  Ft ,  Erie , Ont , 

Sommervi  He 

II 

29 

1  Porter 

Fessler 

Gray  Catbird 

II 

11 

1  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

II 

11 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

II 

12L 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Brown  Thrasher 

II 

6 

2  Times  Beach 

O'Dell 

Wood  Thrush 

II 

2 

3  Amity 

B. Burton 

Hermit  Thrush 

II 

19 

2  Tonawanda 

Sieracki 

II 

19,20 

1  Snyder 

DeKleine 

Swainson's  Thrush 

II 

18 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

•  I 

20L 

1  Snyder 

DeKleine 

Eastern  Bluebird 

•  1 

1-27 

5-9  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

II 

3,5 

2  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

12 

4  Ft. Erie, Ont. 

Sommerville 

II 

20 

10  Tonawanda 

Sieracki 

II 

23 

5  Iroquois  NWR 

Sieracki,Happ, 
Rebovich , e tal( BOS ) 

II 

30 

4  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

II 

.  24L 

1  Lac kawanna  ( S « Park) 

Kikta 

Ruby- crowned  Kinglet 

•  1 

20  : 

2  Tonawanda 

Sieracki 

II 

21,22 

1,1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Water  Pipit 

II 

2 

2  Clarence 

Me Kales 

II 

10 

5  Clarence 

Freeland 

II 

13,15,21 

2,2,2  Dunkirk 

Sundell 

II 

16 

3  St.  David's, Ont. 

Curry , Mason 

•  1 

23 

8  Newstead 

Happ,  Rebovich, 
et  al,  (BOS) 

II 

24 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Sieracki 

II 

31 

10  St,  David's, Ont, 

Freeland 

Northern  Shrike 

•  1 

23F 

1  Somerset 

Freeland , Happ, 
Rebovich, etal( BOS) 

II 

23F 

1  TonawandaWMA 

Happ, Rebovich, 
et  al.(BOS) 

II 

31 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Solitary  Vireo 

It 

14 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

M 

20L 

1  Tonawanda 

Sieracki 
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Tennessee  Warbler  Oct. 

19 

1  Tonawanda 

Sieracki 

n 

20L 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Nashville  Warbler 

tt 

16 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

ti 

19L 

1  Tonawanda 

Sieracki 

Magnolia  Warbler 

ti 

21L 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Rew 

Fine  Warbler 

if 

10 

1  (dead)  Tonawanda 

Sieracki 

Palm  Warbler 

n 

21,22L 

1,1,1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Ovenbird 

tt 

10L 

1  Angola 

0*Dell 

Grosbeak(Fheucticus  sp. 

?) 

27-28 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

Axtell 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

•  i 

1-3 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Indigo  Bunting 

ii 

23L 

1  Ward 

Brooks 

Evening  Grosbeak 

if 

8F-31 

3-18  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

n 

10 

6  Fredonia 

Stanley 

ft 

10,11 

5,40  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

it 

11-31 

4-28  Belmont 

Burtons 

if 

11 

4  Allentown 

Hurlburt 

ft 

29 

54  Shongo 

Brooks, et  al. 

House  Finch 

t* 

1-31 

1-7  Eggertsville 

Hulls 

it 

1-31 

8-10  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

ft 

1-27 

5  Snyder 

DeKleine 

Pine  Siskin 

ii 

22,25 

1,6  Jamestown 

Sundell 

it 

22,29 

2,40  Golden  Hill  S.P. 

Fessler 

ti 

23 

25  Shadigee 

Freeland ,Happ 

Rebovich,etaL(B0S) 

i» 

23 

70  Ft.  Erie , Ont • 

Axtell 

tt 

25 

15  Niagara  R.,0nt. 

Sieracki 

it 

30 

4  Niagara-on-the- 

Lake ,  Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Red  Crossbill 

ti 

31 

20  Buffalo 

Chosen 

ii 

31 

1  St. David *s,0nt. 

Freeland 

*White-winged.  Crossbill 

it 

23 

3  Somerset 

Freeland ,Happ, 

, 

• 

Rebrvich,etal(B0S) 

Savannah  Sparrow 

ft 

10 

1  Clarence 

Freeland 

* 

ii 

16  L 

12  St .  David  *  s , Ont . 

Curry , Ha son 

Sharp- tailed  Sparrow 

(A  .c, altera) 

it 

2 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Tree  Sparrow 

n 

19F-20 

1  Times  Beach 

O'Dell 

it 

20 

2  Tonawanda 

Sieracki 

Chipping  Sparrow 

u 

12 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner/. 

it 

17L 

1  Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

Field  Sparrow 

ii 

27 

3  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

H 

29  L 

2  Shongo 

Brooks,  et  al. 

Fox  Sparrow 

ti 

20 

4  Forest  Lawn 

Ghosen 

ti 

29 

2  Shongo 

Brooks,  et  al. 

tf 

29 

4  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

Schaffner,A .Clark 

Lincoln* s  Sparrow 

ft 

22L 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

McMichael 
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Swamp  Sparrow 

Oct. 

4-28 

1  Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

If 

20 

1  Tonawanda 

Sieracki 

Snow  Bunting 

If 

23F 

70  Somerset 

Freeland,Happ 

ft 

23F 

2  Rock  Point  Prov. 

Rebovich , etal( BOS ) 

Park, Ont , 

Thills 

•  f 

23F 

15  Shadigee 

Happ,  Rebovich, 

et  al.(BOS) 

IV 

29 

3  Mayville 

SunHell 

If 

30 

12  Erie  Beach, Ont, 

McMichael 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year  ....••«  263 

*Q 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  •  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  o 

Total  for  year  •  •••••••••••a*  •  ®  271 

-Includes  1  species  from  October  Count 
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Mallard 
Wood  Duck 
Killdeer 


June  18 

1  ad., 910 

Allegany  S.P. 

A, Clark,  Schaffner,et  al. 

"  18 

1  ad., 10  Y0 

Allegany  S.P. 

A .Clark, Schaffner,et  al. 

"  10 

N4E 

Windmill  Pt . , Ont . 

Andrle,  A.  Clark,  e  t  al. 

ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 

Date:  October  9,  1977 


Report  of  Fall  Bird  Count  H 

compiled  by  Thomas  Hager 


Weather  conditions:  Generally  overcast  and  cool  throughout  most  of  the  day. 

The  temperature  ranged  from  a  low  of  48  degrees  Fahren¬ 
heit  in  the  morning  to  a  high  of  54  degrees  Fahrenhe  it 
by  late  afternoon.  Rainfall  was  0.16  inches,  mostly 
during  the  morning  hours.  Winds  were  from  the  West  at 
10-20  mph, 

‘  5 

Following  is  a  list  of  species  and  subspecies  recorded  on  the  count  with 
the  total  number  of  individuals  for  each.  An  underlined  common  name  indicates 
that  an  acceptable  written  verification  report  has  been  received  for  the  sight¬ 
ing.  "F"  or  "L"  after  a  common  name  indicates  an  arrival  or  departure  date  for 
that  species.  Figures  in  parentheses  indicate  area  number  where  the  species 
was  reported  from  three  or  fewer  sections. 
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Loons  -  Mergansers 


Common  Loon 

7(17,20,28) 

Northern  Shoveler 

12 

Horned  Grebe  F 

28 

Wood  Duck 

6? 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

61 

Redhead 

11 

Great  Blue  Heron 

105 

Ring-necked  Duck 

47 

Green  Heron 

2(4,  23) 

Greater  Scaup 

2,876 

Black-cr,  Might  H^ron 

1(11) 

Lesser  Scaup 

557 

Canada  Goose 

11,776 

( scaup, sp. ? ) 

4 

Snow  Goose 

2(14) 

Common  Goldeneye 

31  (4,5) 

Brant 

105(5)  '  : 

Bufflehead 

1  (2) 

Mallard 

2,366 

White-winged.  Scoter 

25  (2,5,6) 

Black  Duck- 

205 

Surf  Scoter 

6  (2,9) 

Gadwall 

32 

Blackr Scoter 

9  (8) 

Pintail 

44 

( scoter, sp.? ) 

1 

Green-winged  Teal 

85 

Ruddy  Duck 

109 

Blue-winged  Teal 

69 

Hooded  Merganser 

22  (3,10) 

American  Wigeon 

514 

..Common  Merganser 

5  (7,24) 

Red-breasted  Merganser  5  (2,5,8) 

Vultures- 

-Rails 

Turkey  Vulture 

92 

Osprey 

3  (11,28) 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

8 

American  Kestrel 

91 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

6  (21,25,26) 

Ruffed  Grouse 

30 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

169 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

49 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

3  (14,23,24) 

Turkey 

40 

Broad-winged.  Hawk 

2  (9,14) 

Virginia  Rail  L 

1  (ID 

Rough-legged  Hawk  F 

2  (5) 

Common  Gallinule 

n  (6,10,13) 

Marsh  Hawk 

23 

American  Coot 

141 

Shorebirds 

Killdeer 

689 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

12 

Am.  Golden  Plover 

88 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

4  (2,23) 

Black-bellied  Plover 

1  (5) 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

25  (10,23) 

American  Woodcock 

12 

Least  Sandpiper 

1  (23) 

Common  Snipe 

43  (5,23,26) 

Dunlin 

13  (10,23) 

Solitary  Sandpiper  L 

1  (24) 

Sander ling 

47  (6,7,11) 

r 


-17ft  - 


Volume  43,  Number  11  "Organization  Activities"  cont. 

Report  of  Fall  Birr!  Count, cont. 

Jaegers-Flycatchers 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

1  (2) 

Common  Nighthawk 

2  (6) 

Gr .  Bl. -backed  Gull 

146 

Chinmey  Swift 

528 

Herring  Gull 

2,208 

Belted  Kingfisher 

55 

Ring-billed  Gull 

12,240 

Common  Flicker 

118 

Bonaparte  *  s  Gull 

3,074 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

9 

Little  Gull 

3  (2,11) 

Red-b.  Woodpecker 

9  (5,13,19) 

Forster's  Tern 

1  (ID 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

2  (3,6) 

Common  Tern 

2,273 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

20 

Black  Tern  L 

1  (11) 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

72 

Rock  Dove 

1,824 

Downy  Woodpecker 

200 

Mourning  Dove 

566. 

Great  Cr .Flycatcher  L 

1  (id 

Barn  Owl 

1  (id 

Eastern  Phoebe 

32 

Screech  Owl 

4  (6,14) 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee  L 

6  (11,12,27) 

Great  Horned  Owl 

18 

Larks- 

-Thrushes 

Horned  Lark  (alp) 

2  (5) 

Brown  Creeper 

34 

Horned  Lark  (prat.) 

205 

House  Wren  L 

12 

Tree  Swallow 

96 

Winter  Wren 

8 

Bank  Swallow  L 

10  (11) 

Long-b. Marsh  Wren  L 

11  (10,11) 

Rough-winged  Swallow 

3  (9) 

Mockingbird 

4  (3,28) 

Barn  Swallow  L 

9 

Gray  Catbird 

44- 

Purple  Martin  L 

20  (9,11) 

Brown  Thrasher 

2  (13,17) 

( swallow, sp , ? ) 

10 

American  Robin  2 

,127 

Blue  Jay 

1,139 

;  Wood  Thrush 

6  (13,17,26) 

Common  Crow 

2,738 

Hermit  Thrush 

18 

Black-c •  Chickadee 

1,237 

Swainson's  Thrush 

13 

Tufted  Titmouse 

30 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush  L 

3  (14,17) 

White-br.  Nuthatch 
Red-br.  Nuthatch 

224 

49 

Eastern  Bluebird 

123 

Kinglets-Weaver  Finches 


Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

.  85 

Cape  May  Warbler.  L 

7 

R  uby-cr.  Kinglet 

238 

Yellow-r.  Warbler. 

1,153 

Water  Pipit 

365 

Bl.-thr.  Gr.  Warb.  L 

4  (2,8) 

Cedar  Waxwing 

637 

Chestnut-s9  Warbler  L  1  (17) 

Starling 

28 , 333 

Bay-breasted  Warb,  L 

10 

Solitary  Vireo 

3  (2,27) 

Blackpoll  Warbler  L 

4  (2,9,12) 

Red -eyed  Vireo  L 

3  (11,26,28) 

Palm  Warbler 

7 

Tennessee  Warbler 

12 

Common  Yellowthroat 

6 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

3  (7,11,23) 

(warbler , sp. ? ) 

4 

Nashville  Warbler 

15 

House  Sparrow 

3,276 
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Blac  kbird  s-Finc he  s 


Eastern  Meadowlark 

297 

American  Goldfinch 

1,089 

Red-w,  Blackbird 

16,001 

Rufous-s.  -Towjee 

59 

Rusty  Blackbird 

251 

Savannah  Sparrow 

68 

Common  Grackle 

4,124 

Vesper  Sparrow 

53 

Brown-h,  Cowbird 

1,570 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

1,692 

Cardinal 

265 

Chipping  Sparrow 

315 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

4 

(11,12,25) 

Field  Sparrow 

1 55 

Indigo  Bunting 

2 

(1?) 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

504 

Evening  Grosbeak 

213 

White- thr.  Sparrow 

2,185 

Purple  Finch 

241 

Fox  Sparrow 

.  10 

House  Finch 

20 

(11,21,25) 

Lincoln's  Sparrow 

11 

Common  Redpoll  F 

1 

(28) 

Swamp  Sparrow 

77 

Pine  Siskin  F 

5 

(12,14) 

Song  Sparrow 

1,540 

Total  Species 

157 

Total  Individuals  117,306 

Comments 

The  158  species  and  subspecies  recorded  is  the  lowest  since  the  1965  Fall 
Count,  and  the  117,307  individuals  are  the  third  lowest  during  the  last  10-year 
period.  The  following  observations  are  noteworthy: 

Loons-Mergansers :  The  105  Brant  reported  is  a  record  high  for  the  Fall  Count, 
the  previous  high  being  13  in  1976.  In  addition,  the  number  of  Common 
Goldeneyes  reached  the  highest  level  since  1959*  Ruddy  Duck  numbers  were, 
likewise,  the  highest  of  the  past  27  years. 

Vulture s-Rails :  Turkey  Vulture  numbers  reached  a  record  high.  Two  Rough¬ 

legged  Hawks  were  reported  with  verification. 


Shorebirds :  Record  numbers  of  Pectoral  Sandpipers  were  reported. 

Jaegers- Flycatchers ;  All-time  highs  were  recorded  for  Great  Black-backed 
Gull,  Rock  Dove,  Great  Horned  Cwl  and  Chimney  Swift.  A  high  count 
for  Eastern  Wood  Pewee  should  also  be  noted.  One  Great  Crested  Fly¬ 
catcher  was  reported  and  verified,  a  record  late  date  for  Western 
Mew  York.  Low  counts  were  reported  for  Belted  Kingfisher  and  Eastern 
Phoebe . 

Larks-Thrushes :  Two  Northern  Horned  Larks  were  reported  and  verified  along 

with  10  Bank  Swallows.  An  all-time  high  for  Tufted  Titmouse  was  also 
reported.  Low  numbers  of  Winter  Wren,  American  Robin  and  Hermit  Thrush 
are  noteworthy. 
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Kinglets-Weaver  Finches:  Nothing  especially  noteworthy  was  recorded. 


Blackbirds-Finches ;  All-time  highs  were  reported  for  Evening  Grosbeak  and 

Purple  Finch.  Species  which  were  low  include  .American  Goldfinch  and 
Rufous-sided  Towhee. 

Coverage 

The  following  B.O.S.  territory  coverage  was  included  in  this  report. 
Names  of  compilers  for  each  section  are  underlined. 

1.  Fonthill,  Ont.  -  Not  covered. 

2.  Thorold,  Ont.  Robert  Andrle,  Patricia  Andrle,  Marcya  Foster,  John  Thill, 

Joseph  Thill. 

3.  Wilson,  N.Y.  Walter  Klabunde,  Harriette  Klabunde. 

4.  Middleport,  N.Y.  Linda  Grimble,  Paul  Grimble 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  N.Y.  Harold  Mitchell,  Stanley  King,  Brian  Lewandowski, 

Charlotte  Pratt,  Marion  Smith,  Joe  Stein. 

6.  Port  Maitland,  Ont. -Edward  Williams. 


7.  Lowbanks ,  Ont .  Paul  Sieracki,  Robert  Calypse , 


8,  Fort  Erie,  Ont.  Ralph  Gardiner,  Ronald  Gardiner. 

9 •  Grand  I sland ,  N.Y. -Robert  Wagner 

10.  Akron,  N.Y.  Ken  Balmas.  Doug  Happ,  Jim  Harrington,  Pete  Reczek, 


11,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  Dave  Freeland,  Joe  Ghosen,  Harry  Newman,  Phyllis  Newman, 

Jeff  Schwartz,  Pauline  Schwartz,  Robert  Schwartz. 

12.  Lancaster,  N.Y.  Marie  Wend ling,  Ima  Bill,  Dorothy  Danner,  Fred  Danner, 

Ray  Franz,  Gertrude  Webster,  Margaret  Wendling,  Cy  Wolf ling, 
Mark  Wolf ling. 

13 •  Batavia,  N.Y.  Jane'.  Mason,  Max  Mason,  Eileen  Hull,  Robert  Hull,  Dave  Keller, 

George  Mahaney,  Marge  Fixley,  Rich  Pixley,  Gordon  Salway. 


...  -  181  - 
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14.  Hamburg,  N.Y. 

15.  Java,  N.Y. 

16.  Angola,  N.Y. 
1?,  Cattaraugus,  N 

18.  Dele van,  N.Y. 

19.  Fillmore,  N.Y. 

20.  Silver  Creek,  ' 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  ' 

22.  Sherman,  N.Y. 

23.  Frewsburg,  N.Y 

24.  Allegany  State 

25.  Allegany,  N.Y. 


Count,  cont, 

Lynn  Rochester, •  Mrs.  Seth  Abbott,  Mrs,  John  Eacon,  Mrs.  James 
Creighton,  Patricia  Firey,  Myles  Firey,  Mrs •  G§ne  Hanson, 
Barbara  Howard,  Bob  Mauser,  Mrs.  Robert  Mauser,  Craig 
Morris,  Polly  Pruss,  Fred  Webb,  Mrs,  Fred  Webb. 

Marion  Bee,  Esther  Becker,  David  Bigelow,  Erwin  Conrad, 
Lincoln  Crone,  Marion  Crone,  Gertrude  Dorshide,  Betty  Harris 
Harold  Henzler,  Erma  Kern,  Hans  Kunze,  Sheldon  Merritt, 
Barbara  Walker, 

Not  covered •  . 

.Y.  Carolyn  Frank,  Jerry  Chappie,  Ruth  Felstrom,  Audrey  Horbett,. 
Sr.  Dorothy  McMichael,  Eva  Paulson,  Rae  Uhl, 

Donald  Clark,  Jane  Clark. 

Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Katherine  Palmer,  Mrs.  B.  E. 
Barringer,  Victor  Carpenter,  Genevieve  Fish,  Ruth  Gilman, 
Betty  Howden,  Margaret  Kaufman,  Ruth  Klilson,  Marjorie  Plain, 

L.  B.  Maxson,  Helen  Morse,  John  Nelson,  Ruth  Richardson, 
Gladys  Smith,  Larry  Wilson,  R.  J.  Wilson,  Mrs.  R.  J.  Wilson. 

N.Y.  Not  covered. 

N.Y.  Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Robert  Sundell,  Eileen  Anderson, 
Clarence  Beal,  Gretchen  Carlson,  Otto  Carlson,  Calla 
Freeman,  Jennie  Freeman,  Dorothy  Pihlblad,  Carol  Roby. 

Not  covered . 

.  Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Robert  Sundell,  Joyce  Bohall, 

M.  A.  Brown,  Gretchen-  Carlson,  Otto  Carlson,  Geraldine 
Caswell,  Beatrice  Eckberg,  Irene  Eckberg,  Allen  Findlav, 
Margaret  Findlay,  Grace  Fosberg,  Harold  Fosberg,  Anabelle 
Hiller,  Stephen  Maggio,  Todd  Park,  Donald  Powers , Douglas 
Woody , 

Park, N.Y.  -  Cattaraugus  County  Bird.  Club,  John  Forness,  Mary 
Forneys,  Lina  Reynolds. 

Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club,  John  Forness,  Mary  Forness, 
David  Aceti,  John  Aceti,  Lucille  Bordonaro,  Dorothy  Baker, 
LaDorna  Fox,  Hariette  Hawley,  Alene  Johnson,  Ann  Kukulka, 
Fred  Meyer,  David  Stedman. 
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2b.  Cuba,  N.Y.  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Boris  Burton,  Leonard  Benjamin,  Lou 

Burton,  John  Compton,  Mrs.  John  Compton,  Alice  Driscoll,  Mrs.  r 
Helen  Goldthwait,  Mrs,  Paul  Hand,  Mary  Jordan,  Ann  Scott,  Morris 
Scott,  Bruce  Smalley,  Robert  Smalley,  Mrs.  Benson  Smith,  Mrs,  Bret 
Taylor,  Alfred  Voorhies,  Mrs.  Neal  Wilson. 


27.  Bolivar,  N.Y.  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Doris  Burton,  Ann  Scott,  Celestia 

Abbott,  Helen  Apsey,  Anna  Ayers,  Clifford  Carrier,  Mrs.  Clifford 
Carrier,  Joseph  Carrier,  Mrs.  Elton  Case,  Carolyn  Graves,  Richard 
Graves,  Edwin  Hunt,  Mrs.  Edwin  Hunt,  Mrs.  Nina  McMindes,  Robert 
Richmond,  Mrs.  Robert  Richmond,  Mrs.  Robert  Swartz. 

28.  Alfred,  N.Y.  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Elizabeth  Brooks,  Erma  Larson, Vivian 

Pitzrick,  June  Babcock,  Dorothy  Bay less,  Mrs.  Donald  Brink, Vera 
Brown,  Carl  Burdick,  Doris  Burton,  Lou  Burton,  Vivien  Carr,  Anne 
Catlin,  Lorry  Chapman,  Dale  Coats,  Evelyn  Coats,  Mark  Cushing, 
Harriet  Deverell,  Larry  Deverell,  Ann  Eisenhardt,  Jamie  Eisen- 
hardt,  Christine  Ferrand,  Alice  Foster,  Eddy  Foster,  Mary  Alice 
Fuller,  Paul  Fuller,  Shirley  Galle ,  Jay  Gibson,  Louise  Gibson, 
Helen  Graves,  George  Hawkins,  Mrs.  Benson  Heller,  Matthew  Hotch¬ 
kiss,  Claribel  James,  Pag  Kavesh,  Clarence  Klingensmith,  Cathy 
MacDonald,  Ted  McClure,  Martin  McQueen,  Beverly  Perry,  Linn 
Phelen,  Raymond  Pitzrick,  Mary  Rosa,  Viola  Sharrett,  Helen  Shear, 
Harriet  Spleth,  Tom  Spleth, . Burnadean  Stein,  Helen  Thomas, 
Theodore  Vossler. 


Total  observers  -  218 


361  Westmoreland  Road,  Snyder,  New  York  14226 


B.O.S,  FIELD  TRIES  REVISITED 

OCTOBER  23  —  Thirteen  birders  in  six  cars  traveled  about  130  miles  and 
observed  71  species  of  interesting  avifauna.  That’s  about  half  a  species  per  mile, 
not  bad!  At  our  Olcott  and  Shadigee  stops  on  Lake  Ontario,  we  found  out  that  beauti¬ 
ful  weather  for  birders  means  slow  going  for  migrants.  The  wind  was  out  of  the  north, 
but  not  strong  enough  to  push  many  birds  close  to  shore.  We  had  to  scope  patiently 
to  pick  up' -the  flocks  of  sea  ducks. far  offshore.  Twenty  Brant  were  seen,  and  two  of 
the  many  loons  were  identified  as  Red- throated ,  a  life  bird  for  some.  In  Somerset  we 
observed  the  first  of  two  Northern  Shrikes  and  a  flock  of  Snow  Buntings.  Three  White- 
winged  Crossbills  flew  over,  and  a  later  flock  of  Pine  ..Siskins -were  hopeful  omens  of 
a  good  winter  for  northern  finches.  The  Oak  Orchard  complex  added  a  number  of  water¬ 
fowl  to  our  list,  as  well  as  five  E'  ^ern  Bluebirds  and  the  second  shrike.  We  obtain¬ 
ed  special  access  to  beautiful  dikes  to  Windmill  Marsh,  where  Ruddy  Ducks,  Northern 
Shove lers  and  Canvasbacks  were  highlights.  Eight  Water  Pipits  were  observed  in 
Newstead.  The  Clarence  Turf  Farm  was  productive,  as  usual,  adding  both  Black- 
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bellied  and  American  Golden  Plovers  to  the  list  as  well  as  Common  Snipe  and  Pectoral 
Sandpiper.  A  Red-tailed  Hawk  provided  us  with  a  show  of  strength,  or  lack  of  it,  as 
it  arduously  dragged  its  prey  (probably  a  cottontail)  into  the  bushes  out  of  our 
line  of  sight. 

—  Doug  Happ  ■&  Bill  Rebovich 


NOTES 


NEW  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 

Since  the  publication  to  the  BOS  Roster  in  the  fall  of  1976,  a  number  of 
new  people  have  been  admitted  to  membership.  In  order  to  keep  your  roster  up  to  date 
you  may  wish  to  enter  the  following  names:  ,  , 


Bergal,  Michael 

Assoc.  *77 

Lema,  Mrs,  Gregory  J.  (Deborah) 

55  Waverly  Ave. 

368  Parkdale  Ave. 

Kenmore,  N.Y,  14217 

875-6935 

Buffalo,  N.Y.  14213 

885-8828 

Bryniarski,  Leonard  F. 

Lipp,  Robert  E. 

118  Brookside  Dr. 

91  Ivy  Lea 

Tonawanda,  N.Y.  14150 

692-5210 

Tonawanda,  N.Y.  14223 

873-3426 

Daniels,  Mrs,  Rosemary 

McCullough,  Miss  Mary  Lou 

50  Gordon  St. 

435  Berryman  Dr. 

Williams ville ,  N.Y.  14221 

634-1074 

Snyder,  N.Y.  14226 

837-7704 

De  Kleine,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 

E. 

Hoyt 

4  Newman ,  Dr •  Harry 

57  Darwin  Drive 

95  Shadowood 

Snyder ,  N.Y.  14226 

839-105? 

East  Amherst,  N.Y.  14051 

688-4711 

Grieg,  Walter 

Newman,  Mrs.  Harry  (Phyllis) 

138  Hillview  Ct. 

95  Shadowood 

* 

Lewiston,  N.Y.  14092 

754-8648 

East  Amherst,  N.Y.  14051 

688-4711 

Grieg,  Mrs.  Walter  (Donna) 

Nicolas,  Robert 

138  Hillview  Ct, 

445  Mill  Rd. 

Lewiston,  N.Y.  14092 

754-8648 

West  Seneca,  N.Y.  14224 

674-5675 

Hall,  Peter  Maxwell 

Nicolas,  Mrs.  Robert  (Clara) 

251  Capen  Blvd. 

445  Mill  St. 

Eggertsville ,  N.Y.  14226 

West  Seneca,  N.Y.  14224 

674-5675 

Harris,  Mrs.  Albert  C, 

*.  •  j  . 

(Elizabeth  C.) 

Reinfeld,  Don 

82  Kenton  PI. 

91  -  14th  St. 

Hamburg,  N.Y.  14075 

649-5096 

Buffalo,  N.Y.  14213 

882-2929 
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New  members  of  B.O.S. ,conto 

Riggle,  John 
P.0.  Box  370 

Lewiston,  N.Y.  14092  754-2370 

r  *  1  * 

Riggle,  Mrs,  John  (Stella  Margaret) 

P.0.  Box  370 

Lewiston,  N.Y.  14092  754-2370 

The  following  have  changed  their  addresse 


Bauer,  Mr s »  A nna 
125  Reserve  Rd , 

West  Seneca,  N.Y.  14224  675-6322 

Christ,  Mr.  and  Mrs,  James 
540  Lowden  Ave. 

Glen  Ellyn,  Ill.  60127 

Fitzpatrick,  Curtis 

8090  Atlantic  Blvd .  Apt.  H-51 

Jacksonville,  FI.  32211 


Renning,  Miss  Karen 

460  Hewitt  Pkwy,  834-9685  (H) 

Buffalo,  N„Y,  14215  834-9200  (0) 

Townsend,  William  E. 

31  Brenon  Rd, 

N,  Tonawanda,  N.Y.  14120 


Me  Mi  c  ha  e  1 ,  Dor  o  thy 
359  Grider  St. 

Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215 

Mitchell,  Harold  D, 

18  Williamstowne  Ct • ,  Apt ,  4 
Cheektowaga,  N.Y.  14226  897-2102 

Moore ,  Pearl 

/ 

Twin  Lakes  Estates 
Dele van,  N.Y,  14042 

—  Compiled  by  Marie  Wendling 


Corrections  and  Additions  to  "Birds  of  an  Urban  Area 

■  —  ~  —————— —a—— — —  111  iii  1  liar  — —  1  — — —  mi  ■  mi—  — 1— i — 1— ,  — — — —  1 

In  Buffalo,  New  York,  An  Annotated  Checklist. " 

As  Published  in  The  Prothonotary ,  Volume  43,  Number  8,  pp.  125—133* 

(1)  The  inclusion  of  American  Woodcock  in  the  checklist  is  based  upon  a  single 
bird  of  this  species  observed  in  the  study  area  during  April  of  1976  by  the  > 
writer. 


(2)  The  following  species  are  suspected  of  breeding  in  the  study  area.  Their  names 
in  the  checklist  should  be  followed  by  a  plus  sign  (+):  Common  Flicker,  Downy 
Woodpecker,  American  Goldfinch,  and,  most  recently,  House  Finch, 

(3)  A  Fine  Grosbeak  noted  in  the  study  area  in  December  of  1977  is  a  new  species 
for  the  checklist.  It  should  be  listed  as  an  erratic  winter  visitor. 


David  S.  Wilcove 
89  Depew  Avenue 
Buffalo,  New  York  14214 
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More  Reports  of  Bird  Observations  Would  Help  B.O.S. 

By  Dave  Freeland,  Compiler 

Sometimes  a  member  will  ask,  "Do  I  send  in  too  many  bird  reports  forT  he 
Prothonotary? "  Or,  "Are  my  reports  in  the  proper  format?"  The  questions  are  ans¬ 
wered  simply  enough: 

"More,  not  fewer  reports  of  bird  observations  are  desired 
from  every  member;"  and 

"Any  format  is  all  right  with  me." 

But  taken  in  combination,  these  two  questions  perhaps  emphasize  a  short¬ 
coming  of  our  Society* s  work.  We  surely  hope  an  observer’s  concern  over  what  con¬ 
stitutes  proper  format  would  not  cause  the  member  to  send  in  fewer  reports.  The 
Compiler  can  always  edit  material  sent  in.... but  it  is  impossible  to  invent  obser¬ 
vations  where  none  are  sent  bv  observers. 

To  resolve  the  matter,  these  few  guidelines  are  offered: 

The  Compiler's  hands  would  clap  loudly  in  applause  were  every 
B.O.S,  member  to  begin  sending  in  monthly  summaries  of  the 
birds  seen  in  the  B.O.S,  Territory e  Send  as  much  or  as  little 
as  you  wish,  but  more  is  urgently  needed. 

Never  be  concerned  whether  or  not  an  observation  is  &oing  to 
be  viewed  as  noteworthy  by  the  Compiler.  Any  migrant's  arri- 
,  val  or  departure  date  and  any  peak  count  for  a  migrating  species 

—  personally  observed,  by  the  reporting  member  —  are  desired 
at  all  times.  So  are  records  of  the  less  common  species  at  any 
time.  A  verification  write-up  accompanies  only  certain  records 
as  specified  in  the  B.O.S,  Date  Guide,  but  the  great  volume  of 
desired  records  will  be  those  not  requiring  a  verification  *•  * 
write-up. 

For  a  single  calendar  month,  simply  report  species,  date(s) 
seen,  number  of  individuals,  location  and  names  of  pbserver(s). 

If  the  month's  reports  can  be  listed  in  checklist  order,  that 
would  be  appreciated.  Where  typed  or  handwritten  on  Sy-by-ll 
paper,  the  ideal  will  have  been  struck. 

Be  sure  to  mail  your  month's  reports  —  to  the  address  below 

—  no  later  than  the  5th  day  of  the  following  month.  That  will 
insure  their  timely  inclusion  in  preparation  of  "Noteworthy 
Records"  for  >phe  Prothonotary, 
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Bird  Observation  reports,  cont. 

More  data,  from  throughout  the  B,0,S.  Territory,  will  help  improve 
the  total  value  of  information  provided  in  the  Prothonotary  and,  thereby,  the  total 
value  of  our  Society’s  work.  Your  help  really  is  desired;  you  will  make  at  least 
one  fellow  member  very  happy.  Thanks  for  your  cooperation. 

— 60  Haymarket  Square,  East  Amherst ,N ,Y. 1405 
1978  Count  Dates  Established  for  B.O.S, 

The  B.O.S,  Field  Trips/Counts  Committee  has  established  dates  for  the 
organization’s  four  major  Counts  in  1978.  For  your  planning  purposes  the  dates  are; 

April  Count  .  «  .Sunday,  April  9 

Spring  Count  •  •.,,»•*  »  .Sunday,  Pay  21 

Fall  Count  8  . . *  .  4  Sunday,  October  8 

.  ( 

Christmas  Census  •  .  ,  .  .  0  .  Sunday,  December  17 

Compilers  for  each  of  the  Counts  are  yet  to  be  named ,  but  members  are 
asked  to  keep  these  important  census  dates  open  so  that  you  can  participate  in  them. 

Field  Trips/Counts  Committee  members  this  year  are  Chairman  Dave  Freeland, 
Ann  Bauer,  Dick  Byron,  Tom  Hager  and  Lois  &  Peter  Matlock.  Your  comments  or 
suggestions  are  welcome  to  any  committee  member, 

PBCGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  noted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  8;00  p.m.  in  the  Society’s  club  room  at  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  September  through  June,  inclusive, 

February  8th;  Preparation  of  Study  Skins  and  Mounts  for  Research, 

Education  and  Exhibits,  James  Doerr,  Chief  Prepara- 
tor  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  will  demonstrate 
his  techniques  of  preparing  birds  and  mammals  to  mount 
for  exhibition  and  as  study  skins  for  scientific  research, 

A  professional  taxidermist  in  the  Buffalo  area  for  many 
years,  Mr,  Doerr  has  been  acclained  for  his  realistic 
representation  of  our  local  wildlife  in  museum  displays. 
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February  22nd:  ’Alaska,  Wildlands  For  Tomorrow1,  Dick  Rhindress, 

Northeastern  Regional  Representative  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Audubon  Society,  will  present  a  45  minute  slide 
show  of  views  of  the  terrain  and  wildlife  in  those 
sections  of  the  State  of  Alaska  being  considered 
for  federal  status  as  inviolate  wild  areas, 

t 

March  8th s  'Blue  List*  Species  of  the  Niagara  Frontier,  David 

Freeland,  compiler  of  records  for  the  B.O.S.,  will, 
discuss  the  status  of  more  than  fifty  birds  known 
to  occur  in  our  study  area  which  are  listed  on  the 
'Blue  List'  of  the  National  Audubon  Society,  For 
the  past  six  years,  the  National  Audubon  Society  has 
published  an  annual  'Blue  List*  of  species  which, 
while  not' endangered,  seem-  to  be  exhibiting  non- 
cyclical  declines  which  puzzle  and  worry  wildlife 
biologists, 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

February  12th:  Field  trip  to  Niagara  Peninsula  of  Ontario, ,, "Owl 

Roosts  of  the  Peninsula,"  Co-leaders,  Bob  Somme r- 
ville  (tel,  416-871-0931)  and  Blayne  Farnan  (tel, 
416-834-7541),  We  will  meet  at  8:00  a,m,  at  the 
Vermont  &  Busti  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge,  or 
8:15  a,m.  on  the  Canadian  side  at  the  first  park¬ 
ing  lot  south  of  the  bridge .  f>e  prepared  to  hike , 


February  26th:  Field  trip  to  the  Lake  Ontario  Plains ... "Snow 

Birds."  Co-leaders,  Ed  Fessler  (tel.  691-8553) 
and  Jerry  Farrell  (tel.  754-8398).  We  will  meet 
at  8:30  a.m,  at  the  Lewiston  landing.  In  the 
village  of  Lewiston,  follow  Center  Street  to 
the  bottom  of  the  hill  (Water  Street),  then  go 
right  past  the  Riverside  Inn  to  the  parking  area 
next  to  the  green  tank. 
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Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  Fifth  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler,  Mr.  David  B.  Freeland,  60  Haymarket  Square,  East 
Amherst,  New  York  14051* 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 


BACK  ISSUE: 
SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE: 


Notify  the  Treasurer:  Mrs.  Doris  O'Malley 

760  Main  Street 

Niagara  Falls,  New  York  14301 
Available  from  the  Treasurer  for  $.50  per  copy. 

$5*00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 


EDITOR:  Joseph  F. : Thill 

36  Allegany  Avenue 
Kenmore,  New  York  14217 


This  issue  of  The  Prothonotary  was  printed 
of  Biology  of  the  State  University  College 


with  the  cooperation  of  the  Department 
at  Buffalo.' 
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'  THE  MONTH 


NUMBER  12 


November  was  generally  mild  x-jith  only  two  brief  episodes  of  very  cold 
weather  and  snow,-  at  mid-month  and  again  at  the  end  of  the  period ,  The  balmy  weather 
that  characterized  the  last  ten  days  of  October  continued  into  November  with  a  high 
temperature  for  the  month  of  73°(F)  on  the  3rd  and  a  70°  reading  on  the  6th,  Follow¬ 
ing  a  severe  electrical  storm  during  the  early  morning  hours  of  November  11th,  the 
temperature  fell  rapidly  as  high  winds  ushered  in  a  cold  front  with  five  inches  of 
snow  falling  on  Niagara  and  northern  Erie  counties,  A  second  prolonged  period  of 
cold  weather  culminated  in  a  general  snowfall  on  the  28th  and  29th.  The  average 
temperature  for  the  month  was  43.3°(B),  3*5°  above  normal.  Precipitation  measured 
4,45  inches,  a  departure  of  0,7  inches  from  the  norm  and  15  inches  of  snow  was  re¬ 
corded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport,  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at 
Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport,) 


November  will  best  be  remembered  by  area  birders  for  the  beginning  of  what 
was  to  prove  to  be  a  major  influx  of  winter  finches.  In  addition  to  the  anticipated 
flocks  of  Evening  Grosbeaks,  Pine  Grosbeaks  invaded  the  area  as  early  as  the  13th 
when  a  flock  of  eight  birds  were  seen  on  Dufferin  Island  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario 
by  Paul  Benham  and  John  Black,  Several  other  ’reports  of  observations  of  this  species 
and  many  sightings  of  Common  Redpoll  were  received  by  month’s  end.  To  the  east  of  us, 
Rochester  birders  iTere  treated  to  the  sight  of  ten  Bohemian  Waxwings  in  a  large  flock 
of  Cedar  Haxwings  in  Durant- Eastman  Park  on  November  12th,  this  number  being  augment¬ 
ed  to  18  on  the  following  day.  On  the  12th,  also,  between  Hamlin  Beach  and  Rochester 
on  Lake  Ontario,  17  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  Were  seen.  In  our  own  study  area,  only 
one  immature  bird  of  this  species,  in  the  lower  Niagara  River,  was  reported  all  month. 
Reports  of  a  Black-headed  Gull  at  Queenston  and  also  at  Niagara-on- the-Lake ,  remained 
unverified  at  month’s  end,  A  sub-adult  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  first  seen  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  was  reported  from  the  rapids  above  the  American  Falls  at  Niagara  Falls  several 
times  throughout  November,  There  were  no  records  of  Snowy  Owl  in  the  area  all  month 
and  very  few  for  the  entire  northeast. 
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B.O.S,  members  participated  in  a  very  successful  ’semi-pelagic*  trip  to 
the  Atlantic  coast  of  i  assachusetts  over  the  Thanksgiving  weekend  and  the  reader 
is  referred  to  the  account  of  it  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 

Bv  the  time  this  newsletter  reaches  the  reader's  hands,  hopefully  warm 
southerly  winds  will  be  bringing  the  first  spring  migrants  to  the  winter-weary 
Niagara  Frontier.  Among  these  mil  be  the  vanguard  of  hawks  and  other  raptors  whose 
numbers  will  increase  until  the  spectacular  Broad-wing  flights  of  late  April.  The 
day-by-day  census  of  this  migration  taken  at  the  hawk  lookouts  at  the  Reamer  Foint 

Conservation  *  roa  near  Grimsby,  Ontario  between  I  larch  8th  and  lay  3rd,  3.977*  has 

been  painstakingly  compiled  bv  TTa.lter  KLabundo  for  publication  in  this  issue.  This 
census  was  coordinated  bv  the  Federation  of  Ontario  Naturalists  and  p , 0 • S ,  members 
participated  b v  manning  the  look-outs  on  some  of  the  days  during  that  period,  Te 
will  be  asked  to  servo  again  this  year  and  anyone  with  any  Free  time  during  the 
appointed  weeks  will  Find  it  well  spent  at  ^earner  Point  watching  the  hawks  go  by. 

Joseph  F,  Thill,  36  "lleganv  Avenue,  Fenmore,  Few  Fork  14217 

NOTTjPrORTRT  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  namos,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
•written  verification  according  to  the  ’Date  Guide  to  HLrds  of  Western  Pew  York  and 
ad.jacont  Ontario*  (B.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files 
of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 


L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

'  '  t  ’ 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 


Common  Loon 

Fovember 

6 

3 

Pt, Gratiot 

Sundelljliiga, 

et  al.  (BOS) 

12 

104 

Hamburg 

b nd rles 

19 

2 

Fia gara  Falls ,  Pnt • 

Freeland ,  et  a 

II 

19 

1 

Ft.  Niagara. 

Freeland 

II 

20 

1 

Fiagara  Falls 

Sieracki 

II 

26-30 

1 

Ft.  Erie > Pnt, 

'•  xtell 

Red-throated  Loon 

19 

1 

Ft,  Niagara 

TT1reeland 

19 

2 

i {ia gara  Ha  11s, P nt , 

Free land, et  al 

20 

4 

TTiagara  "^alls 

•F'ndrle,  et  al 

M 

20,22 

3,4 

Fiagara  Falls 

Sieracki 

II 

25 

1 

Ft.  Niagara 

O’Dell 

Horned  Grebe 

11 

22 

12 

Niagara  Falls 

Sieracki 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

It 

27 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 
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Great  Blue  Heron  November 

1-11 

1  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

II 

18-30 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

It 

20 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Freelands 

It 

22-23 

1  Times  Beach 

O'Dell 

Whistling  Swan 

It 

18 

4  Times  Beach 

O'Dell 

Brant 

II 

8 

36  Buffalo( LaSalle  P.) 

Andrle 

Gadwall 

II 

19 

40  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Freeland, et  al0 

II 

20 

100  Iroquois  NWR 

Freelands 

Green-winged  Teal 

II 

20 

20  Iroquois  MJR 

Freelands 

Blue -winged  Teal 

II 

11L 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Andrle 

Northern  Shoveler 

II 

11 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

Andrle 

It 

20 

16  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Freelands 

Wood  Duck 

II 

9 

3  Forest  Lawn 

O'Dell 

II 

18 

3  Forest  Lawn 

Ghosen 

King  Eider 

It 

19 

1  Ft,  Erie, Ont, 

Rew 

II 

20  . 

1  Ft,  Erie, Ont, 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

22 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Sieracki 

II 

25 

1  Ft,  Erie,  Ont, 

Rew , Frank , Horbe  tt 

White-winged  Scoter 

II 

6 

25  Pt.  Gratiot 

Sundell,Miga ,et  al 

Surf  Scoter 

II 

19 

18  Ft,  Erie, Ont, 

(BOS) 

Rew 

II 

19 

4  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Black  Scoter 

II 

14 

70  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Freeland 

II 

19 

9  Ft,  Erie,  Ont,. 

Rew 

II 

19 

2  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Freeland,  et  al. 

II 

22 

5  Niagara  Falls. 

Sie racki 

Ruddy  Duck 

II 

6 

30  May vi lie 

Sundell,Miga,et  al 

ft 

19 

2  Ft.  Niagara 

(BOS) 

^re eland,  et  al. 

•  1 

22,30 

106,145  N. Fa 11s  Power  Res, 

Sieracki 

Hooded  Merganser 

II 

20 

20  Iroquois  NWR 

Freelands 

IV 

25 

1  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Rew , Frank , Horbe  tt 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

IV 

25,26 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

II 

1-30 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

It  • 

25 

1  South  Park 

Rew 

II 

28 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt, 

Axtell 

Rough- legged  Hawk 

II 

20 

1  Clarence 

Freelands 

tl 

22,30 

1,1  N, Falls  Power  Res. 

Sieracki 

Turkey 

II 

21 

1  Amity 

Burtons 

American  Coot 

II 

6 

600  Mayville 

Sundell , Miga , et  al , 

Killdeer 

IV 

2,5 

9,12  To na wanda 

(BOS) 

Sieracki 

ft 

2,13 

100,1  Clarence 

Freelands,  et  al. 

II 

2-16 

1-2  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

II 

8 

25  Fast  Amherst 

Freeland  • 

II 

25 

3  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Rew, Frank, Horbe tt 

American  Golden  Plover 

II 

2L 

7  Clarence 

Freeland 

■4 1 

American  Woodcock 

II 

9L 

1  To na wanda 

Sieracki 
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Greater  Yellowlegs 

November 

1-3 ,9 » 14-rl6 

21L 

3, 8, 1,1  Times  Beach 

O'Dell 

II 

8 

3  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Purple  Sandpiper 

II 

12F 

3  Kuckville 

Perrigo 

Sanderling 

m 

19 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Rew 

Red  Phalarope 

11 

13 

1  Niagara-on- Lake , Ont 

.Andrle,  et  al. 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

II 

11 

1  Hamburg  Town  Park 

A  ndrle 

Glaucous  Gull 

If 

19  F 

1  Sir  Adam  Beck, Ont. 

Freeland,  et  al. 

fl 

30 

1  Niagara  Gorge 

Axtell 

Lesser  -Black-backed 

Gull 

13,20 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

19 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Franklin* s  Gull 

11 

8,20 

1,2  Niagara  Falls 

Andrle 

II 

19 

1  Niagara  Falls,0nt, 

Freeland,  et  al. 

•  1 

20,22 

2,2  Niagara  Falls 

Sieracki 

Bonaparte  *  s  Gull 

•  1 

.  ■  19 

50 , 000 Niagara  •.  River 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Little  Gull 

II 

14 

1  Ft .  Erie ,  Ont • 

Freeland 

II 

19 

3  Lewiston 

Freeland^.,  et  al 

II 

19 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Freeland,  et  al. 

II 

20,  $2 

1,1  Niagara  Falls 

Sieracki 

11 

20 

5  Niagara  River 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Black-legged  Kittiwake  " 

19 

1  (imm).Sir  Adam  Beck, 

*- 

Ont. 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Common  Tern 

II 

13 

1  Ft,  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

20  L 

1  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Sieracki 

Belted  Kingfisher 

II 

1-14 

1  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

II 

19,29 

1  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Somme rvi lie 

Red-headed  Woodpecker  " 

13 

1  4-Mi, Creek  S.P, 

Fessler 

Horned  Lark  (E.alpe 

stris) 

2 

25  Clarence 

Freeland 

•1 

2 

50-75  Elma 

Danner 

11 

19 

20  Ft,  Niagara 

Freeland  . 

Tufted  Titmouse 

'  If 

1-30 

2-3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

11 

2 

1  Forest  Lawn 

Ghosen 

II 

20 

1  Ft .  Erie ,  Ont  • 

Sieracki 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch  " 

1-30 

1-2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

11 

19 

1  Wilson 

Fessler 

Winter  Wren 

II 

3 

1  Spring  Bro'ok 

Danner 

Carolina  Wren 

II 

1-8,11 

1-2,1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Mockingbird 

II 

20 

1  Alabama 

Freelands 

II 

30 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt, 

Axtell 

American  Robin 

It 

7 

52  Amity 

Pitzricks 

Hermit  Thrush 

•1  ; 

1 

1  Times  Beach 

Vre eland 

Eastern  Bluebird 

11 

14 

3  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

Cedar  Waxwing 

n 

8 

83  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

11 

19 

50  Oakland  Rural  Cem. 

Fessler 

Northern  Shrike 

11 

6 

1  Amherst 

Freeland 

11 

6 

1  Pomfret 

Sunde 11 , Rec  khow 

11 

6 

1  Orangeville 

Hulls 

n 

13 

1  Somerset 

Fessler 

11 

14 

1  Ft .  Erie ,  Ont , 

Sommerville 
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Yelloitf-rumped  Warbler  November  20 

4  Iroquois  NWR 

Freelands 

ff 

25 

1  Lewiston 

O'Dell 

Rusty  Blackbird 

If 

2,3 

9,1  Tonawanda 

Sieracki 

ff 

15L 

4  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Evening  Grosbeak 

ff 

1-30 

15-30  Belmont 

Burtons 

If 

1-6 , 27 

5,2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

ff 

4,9 

3,2  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

If 

5,17-26 

11  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

•  .L  ' 

it 

13 

12  Olcott 

Fessler 

If 

16 

14  Jamestown 

Sundell 

If 

16-30 

1-22  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

fl 

20 

6  Iroquois  NWR 

Freelands 

11 

23 

45  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Somme rville 

Purple  Finch 

If 

1-10 

2-3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

If 

5-30 

1-5  Belmont 

Burtons 

House  Finch 

If 

1-30 

12-24  E?gertsville 

Kc  Kales 

ff 

1-30 

1-10  Eggertsville 

Hulls 

I, 

2,3,5,13 

2, 3,3, 1,2  Belmont 

Burtons 

If 

14 

2  Snyder 

DeKleine 

If 

15-30 

1-12  Jamestown 

Sundell 

Pine  Grosbeak 

ft 

5 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

O'Dell 

Pine  Grosbeak 

It 

30 

1  Oakland  &  Rural  Cem, 

Rew,  Schwartz 

Ulrich 

Common  Redpoll 

fl 

20 

8  Iroquois  NWR 

Freelands 

Pine  Siskin 

11 

2 

2  Tonawanda 

Sieracki 

II 

18 

1  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

It 

19 

28  Oakland  Rural  Cem. 

Fessler 

ft 

28 

17  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

White-winged  Crossbill 

If 

2 

8  Forest  Lawn 

Ghosen 

It 

26,27,30 

8,4,3  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Axtell 

Rufous- sided  Towhee 

11 

14-30 

1  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

If 

15-30 

1  Allentown 

Simons 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

n 

15 

1  Times  Beach 

O'Dell 

Fox  Sparrow 

It 

5,9 

1,1  Tonawanda 

Sieracki 

.Swamp  Sparrow 

If 

2 

1  Tonawanda 

Sieracki 

Lapland  Long spur 

If 

2 

1  Clarence 

Freeland 

If 

19 

2  Ft.  Niagara 

Freeland 

Snow  Punting 

II 

19 

1100  Ft,  Niagara 

Freeland ,  et 

ff 

20 

110  Clarence 

Freelands 

It 

20 

100  Boston 

O'Dell 

If 

20 

40  Ft,  Erie, Ont. 

Sieracki 

fl 

22,30 

12,15  N, Falls  Power  Res. 

Sieracki 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year  ......  271 

;•  r 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  2 

Total  for  year . .  273 
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Farmer sville  Station, ’N.Y. 


Great  Horned  Owl 

Apr.  27 
bay  1,9,12,15 
May  20 

Hooded.  Merganser 

June  12 

Hooded  Merganser 

June  10 

Hooded  Merganser 

May  11 
up  to  May  23 

Hay  27 

Blue  Jay 

May  5 

May  20 

Common  Grackle 

May  23 

June  12 

Tree  Swallow 

May  23 

June  10 

Tree  Swallow 

May  23 

June  10 

Tree  Swallow 

May  23 

June  10 

Tree  Swallow 

May  23 

June  10 

Tree  Swallow 

May  23 

June  10 

Tree  Swallow 

May  23 

June  10 

June  15 

* 

Tree  Swallow 

June  3 

'  June  12 

Tree  Swallow 

May  23 

June  12 

by;  Donald  F.  Clark 

2  Young  -  adult  on  edge  of  nest 

2  Young 
Nest  empty 

Hatch  successful  1  addled  egg  left 
7  young 

Female  on  nest 

Female  entering  box  daily 

1  egg  in  nest  -  embryo  dead 

Adult  on  nest 

Adults  &.  young  near  nest 

4  Eggs 

4  Young 

7  eggs 
6  young 

5  eggs 

6  young  (1  dead) 

6  eggs 

6  young  (all  dead) 

5  Eggs 
5  Young 

5  Eggs 

5  Young 

6  Eggs 

'  5  Young 

Nest  destroyed,  unknown 

3  Eggs  -  no  real  nest 
3  Eggs 

'  <3  Eggs 
6  Young 
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Tree  Swallow 

May  23 

Adult  on  nest 

June  12 

Adult  on  nest 

Tree  Swallow 

May  23 

4  Eggs 

June  12 

4  Young 

Tree  Swallow 

May  23 

5  Eggs 

June  12 

5  Young 

Tree  .Swallow 

June  12 

2  Eggs  ;  ' 

Robin 

April  21 

Building 

Lay  1 

Adult  on  nest' 

May  14 

4  Young  • 

Robin 

hay  15 

Adult  on  Nest 

May  18 

1  Egg  2  Young 

Lay  20 

Nest  destroyed 

,  {0 

Robin 

May  23 

A'dult  on  nest 

June  3,8,12 

Adult  on  nest 

1977  HAWK  HATCHES  AT  BEAMIER  CONSERVATION  /-REA  -  GRIMSBY,  ONTARIO 

by*.  Walter  Rlafyunde 

In  1977  members  of  the  Toronto  Based  federation  of  Ontario  Naturalists, 

The  Hamilton  Nature  Club  and  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  joined  forces  in 
following  the  westward  flight  of  the  spring  hawk  migration  along  Lake  Ontario  at 
Beamer  Conservation  Area  in  Grimsby  Ontario,  The  results  established  that  this 
lookout  (about  ly  miles  from  the  northern  boundary  of  the  B.O.S.  area)  is  one 
through  which  a  significant  number  of  hawks  pass  on  their  way  to  their  nesting 
grounds  in  the  north. 

The  lookout  was  manned  from  Larch  9th  through  Lay  3rd  except  for  five  days 
of  inclement  weather  (snow  or  heavy  rain)  in  which  no  flights  would  occur.  .As  shown 
in  Table  1,  a  total  of  10,028  hawks  were  observed,  including  sixteen  species.  Only 
Peregrine  Falcon  x^as  missing.  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  ranked  #1  with  4342  observed, 
followed  by  Red- tailed  Hawk  with  2511  individuals  and  Broad-winged  Hawk  with  1513* 

In  order  of  abundance  the  other  species  were i  Red-shouldered  Hawk  643,  Turkey  Vulture 
450,  Cooper's  Hawk  113>  American  Kestrel  98,  Marsh  Hawk  78,  Rough-legged  Hawk  57, 
Goshawk  11,  Osprey  10,  Bald  Eagle  and  Merlin  with  2  each  and  one  (1)  Swainson'3 
Hawk,  one  (1)  Golden  Eagle,  and  one  (1)  Gyrfalcon  plus  195  unidentified  hawks. 

Histograms  (see  Figure  1)  showing  flight  distribution  of  each  of  the  above 
species,  except  the  last  five,  for  each  five  day  period  show  that  earlier  flights  of 
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Red-tails,  Red-shouldereds  and  Rough-legs  were  probably  missed,  as  well  as  later 
flights  of  Broad-wings,  Osprey  and  Sharp-shinned  Hawks.  .Also  it  was  noted  on  days 
with  northerly  winds,  particularly  off  shore  winds,  hawk  flights  were  observed 
farther  inland.  Thus  other  lookout  sites  should  be  found  south  of  Reamer  to  record 
these  flights.  This  is  most  important  during  Broad-wing  flights  as  they  are  most 
critical  of  locating  updrafts  or  thermals  for  easier  soaring. 

We  have  been  aware  that  hawk  watching  at  Braddock's  Bay  near  Rochester  has 
been  more  rewarding  in  numbers  observed  than  in  the  Buffalo  area.  Table  11  gives 
the  results  of  the  1977  hawk  watches  at  Braddock’s  Bay  compared  to  those  at  Beamer 
Conservation  Area  on  comparable  days  only  (13  days).  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
most  Broad-wings  as  well  as  Rough- legs,  Harsh  Hawks  and  Ospreys  preferred  1}He  east- 
XvTard  flight  around  Lake  Ontario  whereas  Sharp- shinned,  Cooper’s  and  Red- tails  appear 
to  favor  the  westward  route.  On  April  20th,  1977  John  Lehrer  reported  seeing  many 
'kettles'  of  Broadwings  passing  north  near  his  home  in  Newfane  continuously  from  mid¬ 
morning  to  raid-afternoon.  It  appears  that  most  of  these  went  eastward  past  Braddock* 
Bay  in  the  next  two  days  (over  10,000)  whereas  only  109  were  observed  at  Beamer  plus 
20  on  the  same  day  as  the  Newfane  flight! 

In  conclusion,  hawk  watches  at  Beamer  contribute  a  great  deal  to  our  know¬ 
ledge  on  hawk  movement  during  the  spring  migration.  More  will  be  learned  if  the  ob¬ 
servation  period  is  expanded  to  include  all  of  Larch  and  April  plus  10-15  days  into 
May,  Also  lookout  points  south  of  the  Beamer  Conservation  Area  on  days  with  norther¬ 
ly  winds  should  result  in  a  more  complete  picture,  particularly  after  April  10th 
during  Broad-wing  flights.  This  years  results  have  been  a  revelation.  Applying  the 
knowledge  obtained  this  year  should  make  future  hawk  watches  here  more  rewarding, 

4923  Creek  Rd,,  Lewiston,  N.Y.  14092 
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HISTOGRAMS  OF  GRIMSBY*  ONT%  HAWK  MIGRATION  1977 
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ERIE  COUNTY  TELEVISION  TOWER  CASUALTIES:  1977 

By: Arthur  Clark 

Bird  casualties  were  picked  up  throughout  the  fall  at  WGR-TV  (Warner  Hill 
Rd . , Town  of  Wales),  WKEW-TV  (Center  Rd.,  Town  of  Colden),  and  WIVB-TV  (Center  Rd., 
Toxm  of  Colden),  This  fall  marked  the  eleventh  year  of  this  ongoing  study.  .As  in 
past  years,  visits  to  the  towers  were  made  on  mornings  folloitfing  nights  with  mostly 
overcast  skies,  northerly  winds,  and  when  migrants  were  heard  calling  in  the  late 
evening.  A  total  of  1,392  birds  (including  parts  of  the  birds  judged  to  represent 
a  casualty)  of  50  species  x-ras  collected  on  23  visits  between  August  10  and  November 
11.  The  results  are  shown.  1  on  the  following  table  which  gives  species  accounts  for 
the  four  kill  dates  with  50  or  more  individuals.  Kill  dates  with  fewer  than  50  in¬ 
dividuals  and  findings  of  older  remains  are  merged  into  the  * Other*  column  to  give  a 
more  complete  picture  of  the  numbers  of  birds  killed. 

This  year*s  total  of  1,39?  birds  was  well  above  the  eleven-year  average  of 
882  birds  and  ranked  as  the  fourth  most  disasterous  year  overall  (2,179  birds  in 
1975?  2,166  in  1970;  and  1,480  in  1971).  Fluctuations  in  the  numbers  of  birds  killed 
are  to  be  expected  and  reflect  the  variability  of  the  weather,  especially  the  timing 
of  the  passage  of  frontal  systems.  In  this  regard,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
1,327  (or  95  0  of  the  birds  were  killed  on  the  four  nights  from  September  20-21 
through  September  23-24,  Northerly  winds  and.  overcast  skies  with  occasional  rain 
were  recorded  by  the  National  Weather  Service  at  Buffalo  International  Airport 
throughout  most  of  .that  period.  Similar  weather  conditions  and  regretfully  similar 
tragedies  occurred  at  other  sites  in  the  northeast  during  that  same  period.  At 
WSYE-TV  in  Elmira,  New  York,  the  nights  of  September  19-20  through  September  22-23 
yielded  totals  of  1,358,  375,  132,  and  180  birds , respectively.  For  comparison  with 
the  local  kills,  the  fall  totals  at  the  Elmira  tower  are  listed  in  the  last  column 
of  the  following  table  (date  courtesy  of  Wilifred.  Howard,  Tower  Kill  -  1977,  Chemung 
Valley  Audubon  Society  Bulletin,  Autumn  1977,  pp«  2-3*) 

At  Long  Point,  Ontario:  "Poor  weather  conditions  on  many  nights  in  Septem¬ 
ber  resulted  in  the  worst  kills  of  migrants  at  the  lighthouse  in  many  years,  and 
1411  birds  of  48  species  were  picked  up3  Th'e  10  species  most  affected  were  Blackpoll 
Warbler  (207  killed),  Bay-breasted  Warbler  (158),  Magnolia  Warbler  (133),  Common 
Yellowthroat.  (109),  Swains  on's  Thrush  (106),  Ovenbird  (=86),  Tennessee  Warbler  (64) , 
Red-eyed  Vireo  (43),  Gray-cheeked  (sic)  (41)  and  Black-throated  Blue  Warbler  (39) •" 
(data  courtesy  Long  Point  Bird  Observatory  Nex^sletter ,  Vol.  9,  No,  3,  Fall  1977, 

Fall  Report  by  Gary  Filler  and  Erica  Dunn,  p.4)  Another  large  kill  wa-s  reported  at 
a  lighthouse  on  Manitoulin  Island,  Ontario.  The  March  issue  of  American  Birds  should 
have  additional  information  on  these  and  other  kills  that  occurred  during  the  fall 
migration. 

p  ) 

Species  diversity  for  this  fall  was  lox^er  than  usual,  probably  as  a  result 
of  the  limited  kill  period.  This'  xias  only  the  second  year  that  Hooded  Warbler  has 
been  rocorded  and  the  third  time  for  Yellow-throated  Vireo.  The  23  Gray  Catbirds 
on  the  22nd  represent  an  all  time  high  for  local  kills.  Again  this  year,  the 
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Bay-breasted  Warblers  outnumbered  the  Blackpoll  Warblers.  In  the  first  seven  years 
of  the  study  Blackpolls  significantly  outnumbered  Bay-breasts  whereas  in  1974  and 
1975 ,  the  reverse  occurred.  During  1976,  Blackpoll  numbers  exceeded  Bay-breasted 
numbers,  but  by  a  narrow  margin  (22  to  18),  For  comparison  note  that  at  Elmira 
Bay-breasts  overwhelmed  Blackpolls  by  1227  to  88,  itfhile  at  Long  Point  Blackpolls 
eclipsed  Bay-breasts  207  to  158,  Why?  The  reasons  behind  such  variations  are  a 
subject  for  future  study.  Although  not  listed  on  the  table,  a  total  of  17  birds  of 
10  species  were  picked  up  on  four  dates  at  WUTV  (Whitehaven  Rd*, Grand  Is.)  including 
1  Purple  Finch  on  Sept.  19,  1977*  There  are  two  previous  local  kill  records  of  this 
basically  diurnal  migrant. 

The  assistance  of  Dr.  Robert  FT,  Andrle  in  retrieving  birds  on  September 
24  and  Arthur  Schaffner  on  October  14  is  gratefully  acknowledged, 

(« 

TOWER  KILL  SPECIES  ACCOUNTS  FOR  1977: 


DA  TES 


SPECIES 

9/21 

9/22 

9/23 

9/24 

Other 

Total 

ELMIRA 

1 •  Common  Gallinule 

mm 

mm 

_ 

1 

2  •  Bla  c  k-b ,  Cue  ko  0 

— 

— 

— 

mm 

— 

mm 

1 

3.  Tellow-b,  Sapsucker 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

4.  Eastern  Phoebe 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

mm 

1 

5.  Yellow-b.  Flycatcher  3 

3 

1 

1 

— 

8 

41 

Empidonax  sp* 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

3 

6,  E.  Wood  Pewee 

1 

— 

— 

.  — 

— 

1 

2 

7.  Red-br.  Nuthatch 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

4 

— 

8,  Brown  Creeper 

- 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

9 •  House  Wren 

- 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

10,  Long-b,  Marsh  Wren 

— 

— 

— 

—  - 

— 

1 

11.  Gray  Catbird 

6 

23 

2 

1 

— 

32 

9 

12 ,  Wood  Thrush 

19 

7 

— 

6 

■7 

39 

132 

13.  Swains on* s  Thrush 

48 

14 

— 

7 

15 

84 

218 

14.  Gray-ch,  Thrush 

9 

1 

1 

11 

10 

32 

2 

15*  Veery 

6 

— 

— 

_ 

6 

1 

16,  Ruby-cr,  Kinglet 

— 

1 

— 

2 

mm 

3 

mm 

17.  Yellow-thr •  Vireo 

— 

1 

— 

■B 

mrn  , 

1 

1 

18*  Solitary  Vireo 

- 

2 

— 

1 

... 

3 

4 

19 »  Red-eyed  Vireo 

15 

27 

4 

6 

3  . 

55 

146 

20,  Philadelphia  Vireo 

5 

4 

5 

4 

18 

18 

21.  Warbling  Vireo 

- 

— 

— 

_ 

—  !  , 

mm 

1 

22.  PI.-*— w.  Warbler 

4 

7 

6 

5 

— 

22 

51 

23.  Golden-w,  Warbler 

1 

- 

— 

mm 

1 

24,  Tennessee  Warbler 

15 

30 

32 

13 

2 

92 

3  75 

25.  Orange-cr.  Warbler 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

26,  Nashville  Warbler 

— 

10 

15 

4 

mmm 

29 

32 

27.  Northern  Parula 

7 

1 

1 — 1 

vO  ■£- 

vO 

1 

1 

^  t  £ 

12 

24 

Volume  43,  No.  12  "Tower 

Kill 

Species 

Accounts"  cont. 

SPECIES 

9/21 

DATES 

9/22 

9/23 

9/24 

Other 

Total 

ELMIRA 

28,  Yellow \ Wa rb le r 

2 

2 

1 

29 ,  T;Tagnolia  Warbler 

20 

28 

35 

33 

— 

116 

328 

30 •  Cape  Fay  Warbler 

9 

16 

- 

2 

1 

28 

16 

31.  Bl,-thrBBl,  Warbler 

18 

26 

11 

13 

— 

68 

98 

32,  Yellow-r .  Warbler 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

4 

1 

33 •  Bl.-thr.  Gr.  Warbler 

7 

19 

18 

13 

— 

57 

200 

34,  Blackburn,  Warbler 

4 

8 

4 

6 

- 

22 

120 

35 •  Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

4 

6 

4 

3 

17 

55 

36,  Bay-br,  Warbler 

76 

50 

26 

19 

3 

174 

1227 

37.  Blackpoll  Warbler 

40 

20 

1 

3 

18 

82 

88 

38.  Pine  Warbler 

- 

1 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

39  *  Palm  Warbler 

5 

7 

— 

— 

— 

12 

- 

40 .  Ovenbird 

48 

63 

23 

19 

3 

156 

311 

41,  Nor.  Waterthrush 

"" 

4 

- 

1 

- 

5 

11 

42,  Conn.  Warbler 

3 

— 

— 

- 

- 

3 

1 

43.  Mourning  Warbler 

5 

5 

1 

5 

- 

16 

8 

Oporornis.  sp. 

— 

1 

-■ 

- 

- 

1 

- 

44.  Com,  Yellowthroat 

10 

37 

14 

7 

1 

69 

66 

45.  Yellow-br,  Chat 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

46,  Hooded  Warbler 

1 

1 

- 

- 

— 

2 

- 

47.  Wilson's  Warbler 

— 

14 

4 

2 

- 

20 

36 

48,  Canada  Warbler 

4 

5 

2 

- 

1 

12 

21 

49.  Amer.  Redstart 

12 

15 

1 

3 

1 

32 

20 

50.  Bobolink 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

1 

51.  Scarlet  Tanager 

1 

1 

T 

— 

— 

3 

19 

52.  Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

6 

8 

- 

5 

1 

20 

52 

53 •  Savannah  Sparrow 

1 

2 

■  — 

1 

- 

4 

1 

54.  Dark-eyed  Junco 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

3 

1 

55»  Chipping  Sparrow 

1 

— 

- 

,  - 

1  *. 

1 

- 

56.  Lincoln's  Sparrow 

1 

2 

1 

6 

1 

11 

3 

57.  Swamp  Sparrow 

a 

1 

- 

- 

— 

2 

— 

58.  Song  Sparrow 

-1 

— 

— 

4 

mm 

5 

TOTAL  INDIVIDUALS 

413 

48  7 

217 

210 

70 

1397 

3754 

TOTAL  SPECIES 

,37 

42 

25 

34 

17 

50 

48 

Note:  Birds  (when  fresh)  are 

listed 

for  the 

day  that  they  were 

picked,  up 

even 

though  they  may  have  been  killed  in  the 

late 

hours  of 

the  previous  day. 

Buffalo  Fuseum  of  Science, 

Humboldt  Park,  Buffalo,  New  York  14211 
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ORGA NIZA TION  ACTIVITIES 


HELD  TRIPS  REH SITED 

FOVErTER  24-27  _  Roth  weather  and  birds  were  cooperative  and  greatly 

varied  Ror  the  16  persons  who  participated  in  the  Massachusetts  Coast- Weekend 
field  trip.  Weather  ran  the  gamut  from  cool,  bright,  sunny  and  breezy  to  mild, 
overcast,  heavy  rain  and  gale  winds.  Driving  snow  accompanied  us  on  the  trip  home. 
We  were  unsuccessful  in  locating  the  MacGillivrav* s  Warbler  in  East  Lexington,  but 
a  few  members  caught  glimpses  of  the  Black-throated  Gray  Warbler  present  for  six 
weeks  at  Salem.  '  But  Eastern  specialities  were  the  major  attraction  for  this  trip, 
and  Cape  Ann  did  not  disappoint.  Many  loons,  cormorants,  eiders,  scoters  and  var¬ 
ious  gulls  were  present  throughout,  and  a  Saturday  morning  gale  out  of  a  coastal 
low-pressure  system  brought  five  species  of  aloids  —  all  but  Common  Murre  among 
the  Eastern  forms  —  close  to  shore s  Numbers  of  Black-legged  Kittiwakes,  Gannets 
and  Great  Cormorants  were  seen,  as  well  as  many  Purple  Sandpipers.  A  harbor  seal 
heaved  itself  from  the  surf  onto  an  algae-covered  rock.  At  nearby  Plum  Island's 
varied  habitats,  we  were  unable  to  locate  an  Ipswich  Sparrow  but  fortunate  to  see 
Black-headed  Gull,  4  Long-billed  Dowitchers,  Lapland  Long spurs  and  a  rare  Fulvous 
Whistling-Duck,  lingering  from  a  flock  that  appeared  earlier  in  the  month  at  Parker 
River  National  Wildlife  Refuge,  It  was  a  weary  group  that  returned  to  Buffalo  from 
a  rewarding  excursion  that  yielded  90  species  through  some  beautiful  vistas  of 
weather,  land  and  sea, 

—  Bob  Andrle 

NOTES 

Save  the  Date! 

On  Wednesday,  April  12,  1978,.  the  Bijffalo  Ornithological  Society  will 
sponsor  a  showing  of  the  color  film,  'The  Harpy  Eagle',  a  60  minute  documentary 
on  the  biology  of  the  world's  largest  eagle,  filmed  in  the  Kanuku  Mountains  of 
southwestern  Guyana  in  South  America,  The  filming  was  done  by  an  intrepid  team  of 
ornithologists  for  'Films  and  Research  for  an  Endangered  Environment,  Ltd.'  dur¬ 
ing  an  eight  month  stay  in  that  country  in  1974  and.  1975*  In  May  1974,  a  pair  of 
these  eagles  were  located  utilizing  a  nest  of  128  feet  above  the  ground  in  a  huge 
silk-cotton  tree.  It  was  necessary  for  the  team  to  construct  several  blinds  in  the 
process  of  eight  months  of  field  work,  one  actually  built  in  the  silk-cotton  tree 
itself,  28  feet  from  the  nest!  Over  947  hours  of  observations  revealed  for  the 
first  time,  the  breeding  biology  of  this  magnificent  bird.  The  result  is  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  wildlife  films  the  editor  of  this  newsletter  has  ever  viewed. 

It  will  be  shown  at  8:00  p»m,  on  April  12th  in  the  auditorium  of  the  Buffalo  Museum 
of  Science. 


Ticket  price  is  $2,00  per  person,  the  proceeds  to  assist  in  the  conserva¬ 
tion  of  the  Harpy  Eagle  and  to  save  the  endangered  Phillipine  Monkey-eating  Eagle. 
Tickets  are  available  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  gift  shop, 'The  Cabinet' 

(tel, 896-5200)  or,  after  6:00  p.m.  by  telephoning:  648-5454. 
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PROGRAM  -  HER TINGS 

Unless  otherwise  noted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednes' 
days  of  each  month,  September  through  June,  inclusive  in  the  Society's  club  room  at 
the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

March  22nd 5  'Bird  Banding  at  Hawk  Cliff,  Marshall  Field  of  the  Hawk 

Migration  Association  of  North  America  conducts  a  bird¬ 
banding  station  at  Port  Stanley,  Ontario,  every  spring 
and  fall.  Port  Stanley,  near  St.  Thomas  in  southwestern 
Ontario  is  famous  .for  its  massive  hawk  flights  each  fall 
and  Mr.  Field  will  present  slides  of  many  of  the  inter¬ 
esting  raptors  and  other  birds  he  has  observed  in  the  course 
oF  his  banding  activities. 

April  12th:  'The  Harpy  Eagle',  a  60  minute  color  film  oF  the  breeding 

biology  of  this,  the  largest  of  eagles,  in  Guyana.  See 
'Notes*  in  this  issue  for  further  details  of  this  special 
program.  NOTE :  On  this  date  only,  the  business  meeting  of 
the  B.O.S,  will  commence  at  7:00  p.m.  and  adjourn  by  7:30 
in  that  we  might  adjourn  to  the  auditorium  to  enjoy  this 
film. 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

March  19th:  Field  trip  to  B.O.S.  Section  15..# "Where  to  Find  Birds 

in  Section  15 •"  Co-leaders,  Dave  Bigelow  (tel. 457-3228) 
and  David  J'unkin  (tel. 457-3228 ) ,  the  outgoing  and  in¬ 
coming  Naturalist- Directors  at  Buffalo  Audubon's  Beaver 
Meadow  Environmental  Education  Center.  This  is  another 
in  our  new  series  of  special  field  trips  entirely  within 
a  B.O.S,  Section,  so  bring  your  Section  15  maps.  This  will 
also  be  an  early  opportunity  to  meet  Beaver  Meadow's  new 
naturalist,  recently  arrived  from  Connecticut.  Me  will 
meet  at  8:30  a.m,  at  the  flagpole  in  the  front  yard  of 
Beaver  Meadow,  Welch  Road,  North  Java.  Follow  Route  77 
about  five  miles  south  from  Route  20A  and  watch  For  the 
Beaver  Meadow  sign.  Signs  of  spring  will  also  be  wel¬ 
come! 


Personal 


Will  the  person  who  borrowed  my  copy  of  'Wild  Orchids'  by  Ed  Fames, 
please  telephone  me  at  897-2102?  Thank  you, 

Harold  D.  Mitchell,  18  Williamstowne  Court, apt.  #4,  Cheektowaga,  N.Y.  14227 
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Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  Fifth  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compiler,  Mr.  David  B.  Freeland,  60  Faymarket  Square, 


East  Amherst,  Few  York 

14051. 
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123 
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151 
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173 
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122 
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7 
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67 
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86,107 
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179 
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86 
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175 
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50 
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170 
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176 
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194 
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174 
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174 
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151 
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87,107 
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107,124,139 

Kittiwake,  Bl.-leg. 

4,193 

Lark,  Horned  (alpestris) 

153,179 

Loon,  Red-thr. 

37 

Merlin 

52,68 

section  of  The  Prothonotary  and  the  B.O.S. 
according  to  the  Date  Guide  to  Birds  of 
,S.  1976)  are  included  in  this  index. 
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Old squaw 

152 

Ovenbird 

71 

Parula ,  Northern 

107 

Phalarope,  Wilson’s 

85 

Plover,  Am.  Golden 

19 

Redhead 

106,122 

Redpoll,  Common 

180 

Sandpiper,  Buff-br. 

7,138,153 

Sandpiper,  Least 

69,85 

Sandpiper,  Purple 

39 

Sandpiper,  Semi-palm. 

85,107 

Scoter,  Black 

152 
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3,22 
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53 

Sparrow,  Chipping 

6,41 
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90,124 
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176 
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108 

Swallow,  Bank 

179 

Swan,  i?histling 

122 

Tanager,  Summer 

89 

Ta tt le r ,  Wand e  r i ng 

106 

Teal,  Blue-w. 

50 
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137 

Tern,  Caspian 

174 

Tern,  Forster's 

139 

Towhee,  Rufous-s .  (_P.c  .montanus) 

6 

Vireo,  White-e, 

87 
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51 

Wa  rble  r ,  Ke ntuc ky 

89,140 

Warbler,  Orange-c . 

154 

Warbler ,  Palm 

140 

Warbler,  Pine 

89,103 

Warbler ,  Prarie 

89,108 

Warbler,  Prothonotary 

107 

Warbler,  Yellow-r. 

108,124 

Warbler,  Yellow- thr. 

88 

Whip-poor-will 

7 

Wigeon,  European 

67 

Yellow-legs , Gr . 

52,106,122 
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THE  MONTH 

The  weather  pattern  in  December  fluctuated  widely.  The  high  temperature 
for  the  month,  59 °(F),  occurred  on  December  1st  but  the  mild  weather  ended  on  the 
2nd  when  a  cold  Canadian  air  mass,  heralded  bv  a  violent  electrical  storm,  moved 
into  the  area  with  heavy  snow  squalls  and  rapidly  dropping  temperatures.  There  was 
a  heavy  snowfall  on  December  5th  with  up  to  18  inches  recorded  in  northern  Erie  and 
Niagara  counties.  A  second  blizzard  occurred  on  the  9th,  dumping  over  twelve  inches 
of  snow  on  the  Buffalo  area.  A  period  of  milder  weather  with  rain  f ollowed ,  ending 
on  Christmas  day  with  temperatures  dropping  from  a  high  of  44°(F)  in  the  morning  to 
11°  by  midnight.  It  was  the  start  of  a  strange  three  day  weather  system  which 
blanketed  the  *  snow  belt*  including  central  and  southern  Erie,  southern  Genesee,  all 
of  Wyoming  and  northern  Chautauqua  and  Cattaraugus  counties  with  up  to  two  feet  of 
snow  while  the  rest  of  the  area  remained  virtually  untouched!  The  average  tempera¬ 
ture  for  the  period  was  27.9°(F),  exactly  normal  for  this  time  of  year {precipita¬ 
tion  at  Greater  Buffalo  Airport  measured  8.02  inches,  5«02  inches  above  normal  while 
snowfall  was  53*4  inches.  Snowfall  in  the  *snow  belt*  mentioned  above  was  much  heav¬ 
ier.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.') 

The  influx  of  winter  finches  which  began  in  November,  continued  into  Decem¬ 
ber  with  many  reports  of  Pine  Grosbeaks  and  Common  Redpolls," two  cold-hardy  frin- 
gillids  that  are  erratic  itfinter  visitors  in  this  area.  Two  Varied  Thrushes,  rare 
western  visitors  to  these  climes,  were  reported  from  the  feeder  of  Franklyn 
Schaefer  on  Blakely  Road  in  the  Town  of  Aurora.  These  birds,  one  a  female  and  one 
apparently  an  immature  male,  were  first  seen  on  December  10th  and  remained  in  the 
locality  for  the  rest  of  the  month  where  they  were  seen  by  many  local  birders.  On 
December  28th,  Mary  Saville  reported  a  Bohemian  Waxwing  among  a  flock  of  twenty  Ced¬ 
ar  Waxwings  in  her  yard  on  North  Freeman  Road  in  Orchard  Park  and  Richard  Byron  saw 
a  female  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  at  a  feeder  on  Geneva  Street  in  East  Aurora  on 
December  31st.  During  the  Christmas  Bird  count  of  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  on 
December  31st,  Robert  Andrle  estimated  382  Redpolls  in  a  flock  in  the  Town  of  Hamburg 
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A  Hoary  Redpoll  was  among  a  flock  of  fifty  Common  Redpolls  seen  by  Elizabeth  Brooks 
near  Belmont  on  the  Allegany  Bird  Club  Christmas  bird  count,  also  on  the  31st.  In 
reviewing  the  species  recorded  on  the  seven  Christmas  counts  in  our  .stud}r  area, 
summarized  in  this  issue,  the  reader  will  note  the  persistence  of  the  so-called 
’half  hardy'  species  in  spite  of  two  successive  winters  of  unusual  severity.  Mourn¬ 
ing  Dove,  Red-bellied  Woodpecker  and  Tufted  Titmouse  come  immediately  to  mind. 

Other  interesting  records  for  the  month  include  an  immature  male  Harlequin 
Duck,  first  seen  in  the  lower  river  just  below  the  falls  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario 
during  the  B.O.S.  Christmas  bird  count.  ['n  immature  male  Northern  Shoveler  in  marsh¬ 
es  off  the  East  River  Road  on  Grand  Island,  was  also  reported  during  that  census. 

The  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  first  reported  in  the  upper  rapids  at  Niagara  Falls,  N.T 
in  October,  remained  in  that  locality  throughout  December. 

Joseph  F,  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.J.  14217 
NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  'Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario'  (B.O.S,  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files 
of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Socidty. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 


F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 


Common  Loon  December  1 

1  Ft,  Erie,  Ont, 

Andrle,  et  al. 

, 

"  4 

1  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

•  A  xt  ell, Free land 

et  al  (BOS) 

’  29 

1  Niagara  Falls,  Ont, 

-  ^re eland ,  et  al 

Horned  Grebe 

'  21 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

•Andrle,  et  al. 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

’  27 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Double-cr.  Cormorant 

’  26 

1  Ft,  Erie,  Ont, 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Great  Blue  Heron 

'  7 

1  Belmont 

Burton 

1  14 

1  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

'  16 

1  Ft ,  Erie , Ont . 

Somme rville 

'  21 

1  Scio 

Burton,  Jordan 

'  28 

1  Amity 

Jordan 

Whistling  Swan 

'  2,3 

-  3»21  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

Canada  Goose 

'  4,6 

44,45  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

'  6,17,23 

7,12,34  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Somme rville 

'  10 

110  Amity 

B.  Burton 

Gad wall 

'  2 

20  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

1  4 

70  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

A xte 11, Freeland 

et  al  (B)S) 


Volume  44,  No.l  "Noteworthy  Records"  cont. 


American  Uigeon  December  4 

125  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

A  xte 11, Free land , 

' 

n 

f 

29 

150  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

et  al  (BOS) 
Freeland,  et  al. 

Lesser  Scaup 

t» 

2 

12  Cuba  Lake  • 

Scott 

Harlequin  Duck 

II 

29 

1  Niagara  Fa-lls, Ont, 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Surf  Scoter 

II 

4 

8  Ft ,  Erie ,  Ont , 

A xte 11,  Freeland, 

11 

4 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

et  al.  (BOS) 

A xte 11 , Freeland , 

II 

29 

3  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

et  al.  (BOS) 
Freeland,  et  al. 

Black  Scoter 

n 

4 

2  Ft •  Erie , Ont • 

Axtell,  Freeland, 

ti 

29 

8  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

eteal,  (BOS) 
Freeland,  et  al. 

Hooded  Merganser 

11 

2 

4  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

If 

19 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Cooper's  Hawk 

ti 

5,23,27,29 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Sc  ott 

II 

10,21,27 

1,1,1  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

10,13 

1  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

II 

25 

1  Hamburg 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

31 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

II 

11 

2  Wheatfield 

McKales 

II 

13 

1  Belvidere 

Scott 

It 

13 

1  Alfred  area 

Flingensmith 

It 

22 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

25 

1  Pendleton 

McKales 

Marsh  Hawk 

II 

11 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

It 

25 

1  Clarence 

McKales 

II 

XX^0OOOOCCXloaK36teE5SS3OGODOODOCXXXXXX3DC3}Sa3}QSfCX 

u 

27 

1  Hamburg 

.  Andrle 

Turkey 

11 

8,10 

24,15  Amity 

B.  Burton 

•1 

17 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

11 

26 

7  Amity 

J  ordan , Franci sc  0 

Killdeer 

11 

1-31 

1-2  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

Parasitic  Jaeger 

11 

1 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Freeland 

Glaucous  Gull 

11 

4 

2  Niagara' Falls, Ont . 

A  xte 11 , Fr e  e la  nd . 

II 

29 

13  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

et  al.(BOS) 
Freeland, et  al. 

Iceland  Gull 

11 

4 

2  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Axtell ,  Freeland , 

if. 

Iceland  Gull 

I,  «g-.  ,  kumlieni 

11 

4 

•1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

et  a  1, (BOS) 

A xte 11, Free land , 

Great  B1 .-backed  Gull 

21 

115-  Buffalo  Harbor 

et  al  .(BOS) 
Andrle,  et  al. 

Lesser  Bl-rbacked  Gull 

If 

4 

1  Niagara  Vails, Ont. 

Andrle , Axtell f 

« 

Freeland , et  al , 
(BOS) 

,  .3  - 
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Little  Gull  December  4 


ft 

26 

Snowy  Owl 

l» 

29 

Long-eared  Owl 

ft 

31 

Pelted  Kingfisher 

f» 

1-31 

• 

VI 

4 

n 

21,30 

ti 

31 

Common  flicker  ~ 

»i 

3,24 

— 

n 

21 

VI 

24 

tt 

28-31 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

ii 

11 

M 

18 

Tufted  Titmouse 

It 

1-31 

II 

10-11 

Carolina  Wren 

II 

10 

Mockingbird 

If 

4 

II 

17,18 

Varied  Thrush 

II 

12 

IT 

17 

II 

17 

Eastern  Bluebird 

II 

3,4 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

19 

31 

Bohemian  Waxwing 

II 

28 

Cedar  Waxwing 

II 

28 

Northern  Shrike 

II 

7 

II 

11 

tt 

12,23 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

II 

11 

Red -winged  Blackbird 

If 

7,9,10 

If 

8-10,22 

If 

8 

•  1 

12 

VI 

19 

Common  Grackle 

II 

1 

II 

1-18 

* 

•i 

28 

Brown- headed  Cowbird 

n 

3,9,28-29 

3 

,5,8 

-12,17-31 

.  /  • 

5,7,9,10 

If 

8,9 

ff 

19 

IT 

31 

North  Buffalo 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Ft,  E vie, Ont, 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Niagara  Glen,0nt, 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Aurora 

Freeland 

Belmont- Sc io 

Burtons 

Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Axtell,  Freeland, 

et  al,  (BOS) 

Cuba  Lake 

Sc  ott 

Aurora 

Freeland , C , Krog 

Ft ,  Erie , Ont , 

Somme rville 

.Amity 

Burton,  Jordan 

Eggertsville 

Hulls 

Chee  let  owaga 

Schwartz 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Belmont 

Rulison 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Queenston,0nt , 

Axtell , Freeland , 
et  al, (BOS) 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Aurora 

Schaffner,A ,  Clark 

Aurora 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Aurora 

Freeland 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

Aurora 

Freeland 

Orchard  Park 

Saville 

Orchard  Park 

Saville 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

Amherst 

Me Kales 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Evans 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

Ft,  Erie, Ont, 

Somme rville 

Aurora 

Schaffner,A .Clark 

Cheektowaga 

Schwartz 

Wellsville 

Burton,  Link 

Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

Snyder 

DeKleine 

Cheektowaga 

Schwartz 

Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

Eggertsville 

Hulls 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Ft,  Erie, Ont, 

Sommerville 

Aurora 

Freeland , C.Krog 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1-2 

1 

1,1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1,1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

20 

1 

1 

1,1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3-1 

1 

,1.4 

,5,1 

,3,2 

3,4 

2 

1 
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Evening  Grosbeak  December 

1-31 

368  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

»« 

1-31 

75-50  Belmont 

Bu  rtons 

If 

31 

90  Aurora 

Freeland,  C.Krog 

Purple  T?inch 

it 

1-31 

2-6  Belmont 

Burtons 

House  Finch 

if 

1-31 

10-54  Eggertsville 

TTcKales 

If 

1-31 

5-11  Eggertsville 

Hulls 

"  5,10- 

-11,31 

4,2,3  Belmont 

Burtons 

ff 

6-9 

2  Snyder 

DelCLeine 

Pine  Grosbeak 

it 

8 

1  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

ft 

26 

15  Ft,  Frie,0nt. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Common  Redpoll 

ft 

29 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Freeland,  et  al9 

- 

it 

30 

70  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Pine  Siskin 

it 

17 

35  Orchard  Park 

Andrle s 

it 

17 

5  Aurora 

Freeland' 

ti 

21-30 

2-12  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

ft 

27-30 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

n 

31 

1  Aurora 

Freeland, C.Krog 

American  Goldfinch 

ti 

1-31 

21  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

91 

'  12 

30  Aurora. 

Schaffner,  A.ClarV 

White-winded  Crossbill 

n 

3 

3  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Rufous- sided.  Towhee 

m 

1-31 

1  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

Field  Sparrow 

ti 

3 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

9f 

10-31 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

ii 

28-31 

1  Cheektowaga 

Schwartz 

ff 

31 

1  Hamburg 

Andrle,  et  al. 

White-throated  Sparrow 

fl 

1-31 

1  .Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

H 

1-31 

7  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

ff 

1-31 

1-2  Belmont 

Burtons 

If 

1-29 

1  Amity  Lake 

V,  Pitzrick 

ff 

3 

2  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

* 

ff 

5-31 

1-5  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

U 

11 

3  Evans 

An  drle,  et  al. 

ff 

12 

1  Aurora  A 

Schaffner , A , Clark 

•  * 

ff 

17 

2  Aurora 

Freeland 

Swamp  Sparrow 

If 

6-14 

1  Amity  Lake 

V,  Pitzrick 

5>ong  Sparrow 

If 

1-31 

2  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

ii 

1-31 

1-2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

ff 

3-9 

1  Amity  Lake 

V,  Pitzrick 

ff 

6-28 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

% 

n 

15-31 

2  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

ft 

31 

1  Cheektowaga 

Schwartz 

Snow  Bunting 

ti 

11 

17  Amity 

Pitzricks 

ti 

26 

70  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Species, subspecies  and 

hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year  • 

•  .  •  #  273** 

Species, subspecies  and  hybrids 

recorded  this  issue  «  •  . 

-  Includes  one  species  from 

Buffalo 

Christmas  Count  +  2  from 

addenda 
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BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 
ADDENDA  -  NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


1976 


Mute  Swan 

Aug. 3, 7, 11, 14 

Sept.  28, Oct.  1,  19 

1  Times  Poach 

Schaf*ner,et  al 

Caspian  Tern 

Sept.  28 

1  Times  Beach 

Schaffner 

1977 

Red-throated  Loon 

May  15 

4  Allegheny  Res, 

Sund  e 11 , C 0  0 ne  v 

Double-cr .Cormorant 

May  1,  12 

17 . 14  Mohawk  Is . , Ont • 

A, Clark, et  al. 

Snow  Goose 

Feb.  27 

1  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Lehrer,et  al. 

Goshawk 

Apr.  9 

1  Allenburg“Bog. 

Chappies 

Peregrine  Falcon 

May  1 

1  Town  of  Napoli 

Chappie 

Sept.  26 

1  near  Olean 

M,  Forness 

Wilson's  Phalarope 

May  15 

3  Roc  khouse  Pt • , Ont • 

Braunberns , 

Emersons 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

July  16 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Klonick,et  al. 

E.  Bluebird 

Jan.  23 

1  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Freeland, 

McCullough 

Feb.  11 

2  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Rebovich 

Worm-e.  Warbler 

June  19 

1  Town  of  N.  Harmony 

Reckhow 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

Jan.  3 

1  Lyndonville 

Smith,  et  al. 

Pine  Grosbeak 

Dec.  17,31 

4,10  Lyndonville 

Smith 

Fox  Sparrow 

Mar.  6 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

STATISTICIANS'  NOTE 

As  in  previous  years,  Thayer's  Gulls  continued  to  be  observed  in  the  fall 
and  early  winter  of  1977-78  on  the  Niagara  River.  We  wish  to  reiterate  that  it  is 
still  our  policy  not  to  consider  verifying  write-ups  oO  this  gull  because  of  its 
extremely  variable  plumage,  the  consequent  problems  in  identifying  it  and,  therefore 
the  difficulty  for  us  to  make  reasonable  judgements  on  such  reports.  So,  even 
though  Thayer's  Gulls  are  recorded  in  the  Niagara  frontier  region  in  varying  num¬ 
bers  every  year,  reports  of  them  do  not  appear  in  the  'Noteworthy  Records'  section 
or  in  count  reports  in  The  Prothonotary. 

Robert  F,  Andrle 
Frances  M,  Rew, 
Statisticians 
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ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 

Report  of  the  49th  E.O.S.  Christmas  Bird  Count 

Compiled  by:  David  Freeland 

Date :  December  18,  1977 

£rea ;  Centering  on  Grand  Island,  including  both  branches  of  the  Niagara  River 

and  adjacent  territory,  from  the  Gorge  below  the  Falls  to  Fort  Erie  and 
Buffalo, 


leather :  Heavy  overcast  all  day  with  intermittent  rain,  light  to  moderate,  and 

drizzle.  Temperatures  ranged  from  33  to  39  degrees  Fahrenheit  and  winds 
from  the  East  at  0-15  miles  per  hour.  Inland  waters  were  frozen,  and 
snow  cover  varied  from  0-12  inches. 

# 

Coverage :  Porty-two  observers  in  16  parties  made  observations  from  4:45  a.m.  to 

5:15  p*m,,  covering  935  miles  (878  by  car  and  57  on  foot.) 

Territories  and  Observers  (leaders  underlined): 

A,  Canada,  Rainbow  Bridge  south  to  Welland  River,  and  Niagara  River  west  to 
M.C.R.R.,  Portage  Road  and  area  boundary.  • Robert  Andrle,  Patricia 
Andrle,  Richard  Byron,  Marcya  Foster,  Ronald  Swonger. 

B,  Canada,  Welland  River  south  to  Black  Creek,  and  Niagara  River  west  to 
Queen  Elizabeth  Way  and  area  boundary,  Paul  Sieracki,  Robert  Kalipse, 

C,  Canada,  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  west  to  area  boundary  and  south  to  Bowen  Road.- 
Joseph  Thill,  John  Thill* 

D,  Canada,  Black  Creek  south  to  Peace  Bridge,  and  Niagara  River  west  to 
Queen  Elizabeth  Way,  Ralph  Gardiner,  Denys  Gardiner,  Ronald  Gardiner, 

E,  Canada,  Bowen  Road  sou,th  to  area  boundary  and  east  to  Queen  Elizabeth 
Way  and  Niagara  River.  Harold  Axtell,  Harold  Lancaster,  Robert  Somme  r- 
ville , 

F,  Niagara  Falls:  Porter  Road,  Hyde  Park  Boulevard ,  Pine  Avenue  and  Main 
Street  south  to  Niagara  River,  including  Goat  and  Cavuga  Islands,  and 
east  to  Military  Road,  William  Vaughan,  Karen  Renning, 

G,  North  Tonawanda:  Military  Road  southeast  to  N,Y,  State  Barge  Canal,  and 
Niagara  River  northeast  to  area  boundary.  Marie  Wend ling,  Anna  Bauer, 
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Volume  44,  No.  1  "Organization  Activities"  cont. 

•  •  * 

Report  of  49th  B.O.S.  Christmas  Pare1  Count,  cont. 

H.  Tonawanda:  Sheridan  Drive  north  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal,  and  Niagara 

River  east  to  area  boundary.  Harold  Mitchell,  Brian  Lewandowski, 

Gerald  Rising. 

J,  Buffalo:  Sheridan  Drive  east  and  south  to  area  'boundary,  west  to 
Niagara  River.  David  Freeland,  Thomas  Hager,  George  Smith. 

K,  Grand  Island:  West  of  Stony  Point  Road,  north  of  Huth  and  Long  Roads 
to  Niagara  River.  Edward  Fessler,  Robert  Schrader. 

L,  Grand  Island:  Huth  and  Long  Roads  south  to  Whitehaven  Road,  and  Stony 
Point  Road  west  to  Niagara  River.  Douglas  Happ,  Joseph  Ghosen,  James 
Harrington. 

K.  Grand  Island:  East  of  Stony  Point  Road  and  north  of  Whitehaven  Road 

to  Niagara  River.  Carolyn  Frank,  Dorothy  I icHichael ,  Audrey  Horbett. 

N.  Grand  Island:  Whitehaven  Road  south  to  Love  Road,'  and  Baseline  Road 
west,  to  Niagara  River.  Kenneth  Balmas,  Peter  Reczek. 

O.  Grand  Islands  Whitehaven  Road  south  to  Love  Road,  and  Baseline  Road  - 
east  to  Niagara  River.  Alan  Reckhow, 

P.  Grand  Island:  Love  Road  south  to  Spaulding  Road,  from  the  east  branch 
to  the  west  branch  of  the  Niagara  River.  Prances  ReW,  Clara  Henderson, 
Pauline  Schwartz,  .Alice  Ulrich. 

i 

Q.  Grand  Island:  South  of  Spaulding  Road,  all  of  Beaver  Island  State  Park, 
Lincoln  Nutting,  William  Burch. 

Species  Recorded  (Figures  indicate  total  number  of  birds  seen.  Letters  indicate 

territories  where  birds  seen,  if  recorded  in  three  or  fewer 
territories.  Asterisk  indicates  species  new  for  the  year  in 
B.O.S.  area,): 


Common  Loon  , 

1 

(B)  Average, 

Horned  Grebe 

17 

Tied  highest  since  1957* 

Pied-billed  Grebe  >  . 

1 

(A)  Second  time  in  10  years. 

* 

Great  Blue . Heron 

7 

Average 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

3 

(J)  Second  time  since  1969* 

Canada  Goose 

45 

(q)  Fifth  time  ever; second  time 

since  1959. 

Mallard 

792 

Average • 

Black  Duck 

196 

Second  lowest  in  10  years. 

Gadwall 

70 

(A,F,Q,)  Third  highest  in  10  years. 

Pintail 

52 

Fifth  highest  ever {highest  since 

1967. 

Green-winged  Teal 

7 

(A ,F)  Third  highest  in  10  years. 
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49th  B.C.S,  Christmas  Birr* 1  Count  -Species  recorded,  cont. 


American  Wigeon 

Northern  Shove ler 
Redhead 

Ring-necked  Buck 
Canvasback 
Greater  Scaup 

Lesser  Scaup 
scaup, sp. 

Common  Goldeneye 
Bufflehead 
Old squaw 
Harlequin  Duck 
White-winged  Scoter 
Surf  Scoter 
Black  Scoter 

Hooded  Merganser 
Common  Merganser 
Red-breasted  Merganser 
merganser , sp. 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 
Red -tailed  Hawk 
Rough-legged  Hawk 
Marsh  Hawk 
American  Kestrel 
Ring-necked  Pheasant 
American  Coot 
Glaucous  Gull 
Iceland  Gull,  subsp, 

L,g,  glaucoides 
L.g.  kumlieni 
Great  Black-backed  Gull 
Le.sser  Black-backed  Gull 
Herring  Gull 
Ring-billed  Gull 
Bonaparte 1 s  Gull 
gull,sp. 

Rock  Dove 
Mourning  Dove 
Screech  Cwl 
Great  Horned  Owl 
Short-eared  Oil 
Belted  Kingfisher 
Common  Flicker 


325  (A,F,Q)  Highest  in  history  of  Count; 

previous  high,  290  (1967), 

1  (P)  Third  time  ever, 

4  (L,P,Q)  Lowest  since  1961. 

1  (A)  Average, 

1332  '/ell  below  10-year  agerage, 

753  Well  below  10-year  average,  even  assuming 
inclusion  of  "scaup, sp,"  below, 

19  Above  10-year  average, 

776  — 

3072  Average, 

689  Well  belpw  10-year  average , 

7 8  Below  10-year  average, 

1.  (A)  Sixth  time  ever; second  time  since  1957* 

•11  Third  highest  in  10  years, 

14  Tied  for  highest  ever  (with  19&7)# 

14  (A,D,J)  Highest  in  history  of  Coun  t; 

previous  high,  13  (1975)* 

7  (A ,D)  Second  highest  in  10  vears. 

6316  Highest  since  1970, 

157  Second  highest  in  10  years, 

12  — 

1  (P)  Third  time  in  10  years, 

53  Below  10-year  average , 

2  (H,M)  Average;  second  time  since  1972* 

2  (C,L)  Average;  first  time  since  1971* 

23  Lowest  since  1966, 

45  Average, 

3  (A,J)  Average, 

4  (A,J)  Average;  lowest  since  1973* 

2  (J,P)  Second  highest  total  (5)  in  10  years, 

1  (J)  first  time  for  adult  kumlieni  since  1964, 

2  (A) 

18 3  Second  highest  in  10  years, 

1  (A)  Second  time  ever;  first  time  was  in  1976, 

4770  Second  lowest  since  1962, 

1334  Lowest  since  1971 t 

149  Lowest  since  1968;well  below  10-year  average, 
50  — 

509  Second  highest  ever;  highest,  588  (1976), 

113  Below  10-year  average. 

10  Average 

1  (I()  Well  below  10-year  average. 

1  (L)  Tied  lowest  in  10  years, 

5  Above  10-year  average, 

7  Tied  lowest  in  10  years. 
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49th  B.C.S.  Christmas  Bird  Count- species  recorded , cont • 


Red-headed  Woodpecker 

Hairy  Woodpecker 
Downy  Wood pecker 
Horned  lark  (praticola) 
Blue-  Jay 
Common  Crow 

Black-capped  Chickadee 
Tufted  Titmouse 
White-breasted  Nuthatch 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

Brown  Creeper 
Mockingbird 
American  Robin 
Golden-crowned.  Kinglet 
Northern  Shrike 
Starling 
House  Sparrow 
Red-winged  Blackbird 
Common  Crackle 
Brown-headed  Cowbird 
Cardinal 

Evening  Grosbea  k 

House  Ninch 
Common  Redpoll 
Pine  Siskin 

American  Goldfinch 
Nark-eyed  Junco 
Tree  Sparrow 
White-throated  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 


2  (P,Q)  T-.ed  highest  in  10  years j first  time 

since  1974, 

5  Lowest  since  1964, 

44  Lowest  since  1962, 

2  (C)  Fourth  time  in  10  years, 

238  Average, 

133  Average, 

374  fourth  highest  ever;  highest  since  1969* 

2  (G)  Fifth  time  in  10  years, 

36  Highest  since  1970. 

5  (B,G,H)  Fourth  highest  ever;  second  highest 

since  1963* 

6  Lowest  since  1968, 

1  (0)  Below  10-year  average, 

2  (G,N)  Lowest  since  1966* 

3  (A,H)  Lowest  since  1948, 

6  Average,  .  • 

33*005  Average, 

1001  Lowest  since  I960* 

5  (H,J,P)  Average. 

7  Third  highest  in  10  years, 

10  (D,F,J)  .Average 

224  Second  highest  ever;  highest, 256  (1975) 

12  (E,F)  Highest  in  history  of  Count;  previous 

high,  10  (1970). 

2  (J)  Second  time  ever;  first  time  was  in  1976. 

6  (B)  Fifth  time  in  10  years, 

14  (B,J)  Second  highest  ever;  highest, 22  (1955) 5 

first  time  since  1964, 

92  Fifth  highest  ever, 

115  Average, 

460  Second  lowest  in  10  years. 

29  Average. 

9  Lowest  since  1966, 


Totals;  57*894  individuals  (third  lowest  in  10  years) 

79  species,  plus  one  additional  race  (average) 

Most  of  the  decline  in  individuals  (and  in  certain  species  whose  discovery 
is  normally  due  to  diligent  field  work)  can  be  laid  to  the  unpleasant  weather  occurr¬ 
ing  on  Count  Day,  Records  of  Northern  Shove ler,  Harlequin  Duck  and  Lesser  Black- 
backed  Gull  are  considered  outstanding  for  any  Count,  and  the  totals  for  Ameridan 
Wigeon  and  Black  Scoter  were  particularly  rewarding.  Northern  finches  were  in  good 
numbers  for  a  Count  Circle  not  noted  for  its  northern  finch  habitat. 
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Volume  44,  No,  1  "Organization;  .  Activities"  cont, 
49th  B.O.S.  Christmas  Bird  Count,  cont. 


There  were  no  additional  species  seen  during  the  Count  Period  of  December 
15-21  that  were  not  recorded  on  Count  Day,  •  ~ 

The  very  low  numbers  for  Redhead,  Hairy  and  Downy  Woodpeckers,  and  Golden- 
crowned  Kinglet  may  be  more  noteworthy  than  any  other  statistics  evident  in  this 
year's  Count,  The  woodpecker  numbers  especially  could  be  serious,  what  with  Hairy 
Woodpecker  being  reported  in  trouble  in  several  sections  of  North  .America  outside 
of  our  region. 

Most  notable  "misses"  included  Killdeer  and  Snowy  Owl,  absent  for  the  first 
time  since  1972,  and  Winter  Wren,  unrecorded  for  only  the  second  year  in  the  last  10, 

Those  who  did  work  hard  to  cover  their  territories  according  to  Hoyle  are 
to  be  commended,  and  I  thank  every  observer  who  took  part  in  the  Count.  Next  Decem¬ 
ber  17  we  x-jill  conduct  our  50th  Buffalo  Christmas  Count,  certainly  a  time  for  some 
special  commemoration.  Let's  plan  on  itl 

60  Haymarket  Square,. East  Amherst,  N.Y. 

14051 


1977  .CHRISTMAS  BIRD  COUNTS  IN  THE  B.O.S.  STUDY  AREA 


On  the  following  pages  we.-  present  the  results  of  seven  Christmas  Bird  Counts 
taken  within  the  geographic  boundaries  of  the  B.O.S.  study  area  between  December 
18th,  1977  and  January  1st,  1978.  The  editor  is  indebted  to  Dr.  Robert  Andrle, 
Regional  Editor  of  the  Christmas  Bird  Count  of  the  National  Audubon  Society  for  New 
York  State,  for  providing  count  data  for  publication  at  this  time. 


Table  #1 


St •  Bona ve  nture 


Scio 


Beaver  Meadow 


Date : 


12-18-77 


12-31-77 


Great  Blue  Heron 
Canada  Goose 
Mallard 
Black  Duck 
Common  Goldeneye 
Goshawk 
Cooper's  Hawk 
Red-tailed  Hawk 
Red-sh.  Hawk 
Rough-leg,  Hawk 
American  Kestrel 
Ruffed  Grouse 
Turkey 


1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

5 

1 


5 

1 

1 


2 

7 

1 

6 

4 

5 
19 


01-01-78 


5 


1 

11 


3 

12 

3 
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19 77 ■ Christmas  Bird  Counts  in  B,0,S.  study  area,  cont. 


V  ‘  .Tj  *  1  f  • 

Table  #1  St.  Bona venture 

Scio 

Beaver  Meadow 

•  12-18- 

,  *  ,,  j 

-77 

12-31-77 

01-01-78 

Herring  Gull  '  ■ 

9 

u  .  t 

v‘  ’  "  .  .  •  '• 

Ring-b  •  Gull  '  ; 

1 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

1 

• 

Rock  Dove 

136 

451 

249 

Mourning  Dove  t 

24 

30 

44 

Screech  Owl  -  - 

1 

'  •  »  1 

Great  Horned  Owl 

1 

2 

3 

Barred  Owl 

•  1 

,  •  .  4 

s.  ’  - 

Belted  Kingfisher 

,  4 

9 

••  "  '  i 

Common  Flicker  ; 

1 

2 

Red-bell.  Woodpecker 

l1 

‘  1 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

3 

24 

14 

Downy  Mood pecker 

9 

54 

46 

Horned  Lark  (©raticola) 

1 

59 

Horned  Lark  (ttlpestris) 

.  *  * 

12 

Blue  Jay 

95 

214 

173 

Common  Crow 

15. 

190 

105 

Bl.-c,  Chickadee 

163 

423 

376 

Tufted  Titmouse 

.1  - 

4 

1 

White-br •  N1 thatch 

16:  , 

49 

23 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

1 

-  3 

1 

Brown  Creeper 

1 

4 

Golden-cr,  Kinglet 

4 

Northern  Shrike 

2 

3 

Starling 

329 

439 

303 

House  Sparrow 

351 

701 

654 

E.  Meadowlark 

3 

Re  d-w ,  Bla  c  kbi r d 

5 

78 

Common  Grackle 

1 

Brown-h,  Cowbird 

117 

41 

Cardinal 

22 

81 

49' 

Evening  Grosbeak 

93 

579 

248 

Purple  Finch 

5 

39 

1 

House  Finch 

17 

Pine  Grosbeak 

4 

Common  Redpoll 

50 

1 

Hoary  Redpoll 

1. 

' 

Pine  Siskin 

25 

Amer.  Goldfinch 

45 

185 

68 

Red  Crossbill 

5- 

Dark-e .  Junco 

155 

136 

79 

Tree  Sparrow 

62 

239 

334 
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1977  Christmas  Bird 

Counts-BOS  study  area, cont 

t  . 

Table  #1 

St,  Bona venture 

Scio 

Eeaver  Meadow 

Field  Sparrow 

8 

White-cr,  Sparrow 

1 

White-th,  Sparrow 

8 

15 

3 

Song  Sparrow 

5 

5 

2 

Snow  Bunting 

75 

305 

.  < 

Total  Species: 

43 

50 

35 

Total  Individuals: 

1699 

3195 

Table  #2 

Grand  Island 

Hamburg-E • 

Aurora 

Oak  Orchard 

Jamestown 

Date : 

12-18-77 

12-31-77 

12-28-77 

12-18-77 

Common  Loon 

1 

Horned  Grebe 

17 

1 

Pied-b,  Grebe 

1 

5 

Gr.Blue  Heron 

7 

1 

1 

4 

B.-cr.  Fight  Heron 

3 

Whistling  Swan 

8 

Canada  Goose 

45 

138 

Mallard 

792 

25 

40 

39 

Black  Duck 

196 

4 

9 

15 

Gadwall 

70 

Pintail 

52 

1 

Green-w.  Teal 

7 

2 

.American  Wigeon 

325 

Northern  Shove ler 

1 

Wood  Duck 

1 

Redhead' 

4 

Ring-n.  Duck 

1 

Canvasback 

1332 

Gr  •  Scaup 

753 

2 

Lesser  Scaup 

19 

1 

.  4 

Common  Goldeneye 

3072 

8 

24 

Barrow* s  Goldeneye 

1 

Buffle he ad 

689 

4 

2 

Old  squaw 

78 

Harlequin  Duck 

1 

Uhite-w.  Scoter 

11 

Surf  Scoter 

14 

Black  Scoter 

14 

Hooded  Merganser 

7 

3 

Common  Merganser 

6316 
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1977  Christmas  Bird  Counts  in  BOS  study  area,cont. 


Table  #2  Grand  Island 

Hamburg  -  E. Aurora:; 

Oak  Orchard 

Jamestowr 

Date  j 

12-18-77 

12-31-77 

12-28-77 

12-18-77 

Red-br.  Merganser 

1 57 

2 

Sha  r  p- sh .  Hawk 

1 

2 

3 

Goshawk 

1 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

7 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

53 

30 

85 

1 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

2 

17 

harsh  Hawk 

2 

1 

Amer.  Kestrel 

23 

13 

30 

8 

Ruffed  Grouse 

2 

4 

5 

Ring-n • Pheasant 

45 

21 

13 

8 

Turkey 

1 

American  Coot 

3 

Glaucous  Gull 

4 

Iceland  Gull 

3 

Gr.Black-b.  Gull 

183 

6 

Lesser  Black-b.Gull 

1 

Herring  Gull 

4770 

201 

Ring-b ,  Gull 

1334- 

34 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

149 

Rock  Dove 

509 

519 

122 

330 

Mourning  Dove 

113 

152 

412 

97 

Screech  Owl 

10 

2 

4 

2 

Gr.  Horned  Owl 

1 

6 

7 

4 

Long-e .  Owl 

1 

Short-e .  Owl 

1 

3 

Belted  Kingfisher 

5 

4 

4 

Common  Flicker 

7 

5 

11 

2 

Re  d-be 11 •  Wo  odpe  c  ke  r 

1 

18 

Red-head.  Woodpecker 

2 

Yelloitf-b.  Sapsucker 

1 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

5 

65 

19 

33 

Downy  Woodpecker 

44 

173 

70 

80 

Horned  Lark 

2 

32 

47 

Blue  Jay 

238 

418 

130 

209 

Common  Crow 

133 

1004 

48 

50 

Black-c.  Chickadee 

37U 

1037 

366 

603 

Tufted  Titmouse 

2 

34 

3 

8 

White-br.  1  uthatch 

36 

127 

45 

93 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

5 

33 

1 

8 

Brown  Creeper 

6 

8 

2 

11 

Winter  Wren 

1 

Carolina  Wren 

1 

1 

Mocking  Eird 

1 

-  14  - 


Volume  44,  No,  1  "Organization  Activities",cont. 


1977  Christmas  Birr*  Counts  in  BOS  study  area,cont. 


Table  #2 

Grand  Island 

Hamburg-E • A  ur ora 

Oak  Orchard 

Jamestown 

Date 

12-18-77 

12-31-77 

12-28-77 

12-18-77 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

1 

.American  Robin 

2 

7 

1 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

3 

5 

4 

Cedar  Waxwing 

68 

Northern  Shrike 

6 

3 

7 

2 

Starling 

33,005 

2628 

670 

1035 

House  Sparrow 

1,001 

1962 

1976 

1234 

Red-w,  Blackbird 

5 

1 

4 

11 

Common  Grackle 

7 

4 

3 

Br own-h •  c  owbi r d 

10 

23 

42 

Cardinal 

224 

277 

74 

179 

Rose-br,  Grosbeak 

1 

Evening  Grosbeak 

12 

813 

18 

375 

Purple  Finch 

8 

5 

House  Finch 

1 

12 

Pine  Grosbeak 

9 

19 

1 

Common  Redpoll 

6 

151 

291 

16 

Pine  Siskin 

14 

91 

9 

27 

Amer.  Goldfinch 

92 

548 

27 

193 

Red  Crossbill 

21 

White-w,  Crossbill 

1 

Ruf  ou  s- s •  T owhe  e 

2 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

115 

401 

106 

397 

Tree  Sparrow 

46  0 

693 

728 

223 

Chipping  Sparrow 

14 

Field  Sparrow 

3 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

11 

1 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

29 

58 

4 

37 

Fox  Sparrow 

1 

Swamp  Sparrow 

3 

1 

Song  Sparrow 

9 

40 

14 

28 

Lapland  Long spur 

5 

Snow  Bunting 

14 

2549 

40 

Total,  Species 

79 

70 

48 

53 

Total  Individuals 

57,894 

12,109 

7,909 

5,551 

-  15  - 


Volume  44,  Mo.  1 


NOTES 


1977  B.O.S.  Field  Trips  Record  251  Species 

by  Dave  Freeland 

Tf  you  had  been  a  100-percent  participant  in  the  20  B.O.S. -sponsored 
field  trips  in  19?7»  you  could  have  listed  251  species  for  your  year's  list .with¬ 
out  ever  again  venturing-  outdoors. 

That  was  the  total  of  all  species  seen  on  our  field  trips  last  year,  and 

1978  promises  just  as  good  a  program  for  members  and  friends. 

Among;  each  trip's  more  exciting;  records  were: 

A  late  Northern  Shove ler  January  16  on  a  Niagara  Loop  trip;  a  magnificent 
adult  Bald  Eagle  February  13  in  the  Jamestown  area;  Red-necked  Grebe  and  Red- 
bellied  Woodpecker  February  27  along  the  Lake  Ontario  Plains;  9  Red-necked  Grebes 
March  13  along  the  Niagara  River;  a  White-fronted  Goose  March  27  on  the  Oak  Orchard 
outing;  no  fewer  than  75  Red-necked  Grebes  and  another  Bald  Eagle  April  17  on  the 
Section  5  Exploration;  American  Golden  Plovers  in  spring  and  a  drake  European  Wigeon 
April  24  along  the  American  shore  of  Lake  Erie; 

Also  a  Chuck-will's  widow  and  both  LeConte's  and  Clay-colored  Sparrows 
May  6-8  at  Point  Pelee;  Acadian  Flycatcher  Way  29  along  the  Canadian  shore  of  Lake 
Erie;  5  Prarie  Warblers  and  nesting  Goshawk  and  Long-eared  Owl  June  12  on  the  Sec¬ 
tion  28  Exploration;  Black-backed  Three-toed  Woodpecker  June  24-26  on  the  Adiron- 
dacks  Weekend ;  a  rare  summering  Redhead  July  31  along  the  Canadian  shore  of  Lake 
Erie;  Eared  Grebe  and  Warbled  Godwit  August  14  on  the  trip  to  Hamilton  and  Toronto; 

Plus  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper  and  6  Northern  Phalaropes  August  28  on  the 
Section  11  Exploration;  early  Ring-necked  Duck  September  11  along  the  Canadian  shore 
of  Lake  Erie;  2  Northern  Phalaropes  September  25  on  the  Section  2  Exploration;  20 
Brant  and  3  White-winged  Crossbills  October  23  on  a  Lake  Ontario/Oak  Orchard  trip; 
extreme  close-up  of  a  Snow  Bunting  November  6  in  the  Lake  Chautauqua  area; Fulvous 
Whistling-duck,  5  species  of  alcids  and  Black- throated  Gray  Warbler  as  highlights 
of  a  November  24-27  weekend  to  the  Massachusetts  Coast;  and  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gull  December  4  along  the  Niagara  River. 

The  year  also  saw  continuation  of  five  major  census  efforts  with  B.O.S. 
leadership.  Field  trips  included  joint  ventures  with  groups  from  Pittsburgh,  Toron¬ 
to,  Hamilton,  Allegany  County,  Jamestown,  Massachusetts  Audubon  Society  and  Federa¬ 
tion  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs. 

The  counts  and  outings  were  organized  by  a  committee  comprised  of  myself; 
Ann  Bauer,  Dick  Byron,  Tom  Hager  and  Peter  and  Lois  Matlock. 
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Thanks  go  to  the  following  leaders  of  field  trips  and  counts  in  1977 5 
Bob  Andrle,  Harold  Axtell,  Clarence  Beal,  Betsy  Brooks,  Dick  Byron,  Bob  Curry, 

Ed  Fessler,  Darcy  Foster,  Dave  Freeland,  Denys  and  Ralph  Gardiner,  Jim  and  Norma 
Gregory,  Clive  Goodwin,  Tom  Hager,  Doug  Happ,  Bob  and  Eileen  Hull,  Harriette  and 
Walt  Klabunde,  Brad  Lown,  Alice  and  Bill  Me Kale,  Dot  McMichael,  Dick  Miga,  Harold 
Mitchell,  Bill  Rebovich,  Alan  Reckhow,  Fran  Rew,  Pauline  Schwarts,  Gail  Seamans, 

Bob  Sundell,  Joe  Thill,  Marie  Wend ling  and  Dave  Wilcove. 

By  the  way,  there  were  some  bird  species  that  managed  to  elude  the  20 
field  trips  in  1977!  Among  the  easier  "misses"  were  Ruffed  Grouse,  Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo,  Screech  Oil,  Common  Nighthawk,  Philadelphia  Vireo  and  Evening  Grosbeak. 

All  of  which  goes  to  show  that  there  is  always  room  for  improvement.  Maybe  in  1978. 

60  Haymarket  Square,  East  Amherst,  N.Y,  14051 
Dawn  Bird  Walks  at  Tifft  Farm  Mature  Preserve  Center 

The  Tifft  Farm  Nature  Preserve  announces  two  May  dawn  bird  walks  from 
5:30  a.m.  to  7:30  a.m.  on  Tuesday,  May  9th,  1978  and  Tuesday,  May  16th,  1978.  Meet 
the  leader,  Marcy  Foster,  at  the  Tifft  Farm  Trailer  at  Fuhrmann  Boulevard  entrance 
to  the  Preserve,  For  further  information  call  the  leader,  week  days  before  5:00  p. 
at  856-5227  or  843-7864. 

Up  From  the  Egg:  The  Confessions  of  a  Nuthatch  A voider. 

Bird  watchers  top  my  honors  list. 

I  aimed  to  be  one,  but  I  missed. 

Since  I'm  both  myopic  and  astigmatic, 

My  aim  turned  out  to  be  erratic, 

And  I,  bespectacled  and  binocular, 

Exposed  myself  to  comment  jocular. 

We  don't  need  too  much  birdlore,  do  we, 

To  tell  a  flamingo  f rom  a  towhee : 

Yet  I  cannot  and  never  will, 

Unless  the  silly  birds  stand  still. 

And  there's  no  enlightenment  so  obscure 
As  ornithological  literature. 

Is  yon  strange  creature  a  common  chickadee, 

Or  a  migrant  alouette  from  Picardy? 

You  rush  to  consult  your  nature  guide 
and  inspect  the  gallery  inside, 

But  a  bird  in  the  open  never  looks 

Like  its  picture  in  the  birdie  books- 

Or  if  it  once  did,  it  has  changed  its  plumage, 

and  plunges  you  back  into  ignorant  gloomage . 

That  is  why  I  sit  here  growing  old  by  inches, 

Watching  the  clock  instead  of  finches, 

But  I  sometimes  visualize  in  my  gin 
The  Audubon  that  I  audubin. 

Ogden  Nash 

(Reprinted  from  The  Catbird,  newsletter  of  the  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club, 

Vol.  Ill,  no. 2) 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  noted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wed 
nesdays  of  each  month,  September  through  June,  inclusive,  in  the  Society’s  club 
room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  .  t 

April  26th;  ’Kites  of  the  Praries',  Dr.  James  Parker  of  the  Department 

of  Biology  of  the  State  University  College  at  Fredonia, 

In  1968,  while  a  graduate  student  at  the  University  of 
Kansas,  Dr.  Parker  began  a  study  of  the  population  biology 
of  the  Mississippi, Kite r  work  that  continues  to. the  present  « 
day,  on  the  high  plains  of  southwest  Kansas,  western  Okla¬ 
homa  and  north  central  Texas.  The  Mississippi  Kite  is  a 
highly  successful,  colonial  species  in  this  area  in  spite 
of  a  low  reproduction  rate  and  Pr.  Parker  will  tell  us  of 
his  theories  on  the  evolution  of  this  bird’s  life  history 
patterns  and  population  regulation  in  explaining  this 
success.  Illustrated  with  slides. 

May  10th:  ’Habitat  Requirements  of  the  Common  and  Purple  Gallinules*, 

Will  Reagan  of  Ecology  &  Environment,  Inc.  During  the  summers 
of  1968  and  1969 ,  while  an  undergraduate  student,  Mr,  Reagan 
worked  at  the  Welder  Wildlife  foundation  at  Sinton,  Texas. 

He  became  interested  in  the  competition  of  similar  species 
occupying  the  same  habitat  and  the  mechanisms  employed  to 
allow  them  to  co-exist  without  extirpation  of  one  or  the 
other.  Mr,  Reagan  is  a  1972  graduate  of  Texas  A&M  Univer¬ 
sity  with  a  B.S.  in  Wildlife  Science;  he  subsequently  ob¬ 
tained  his  Master’s  Degree  in  Wildlife  Ecology  at  Utah  State 
University.  He  came  to  Buffalo  in  1976  as  an  employee  of 
Ecology  &  Environment,  Inc.  where  he  conducts  environmental 
impact  studies.  Illustrated  with  slides. 


PROGRAM  -  COUNTS 

April  9th:  April  Count.  Compiler,  Pauline  Schwartz  (tel.  832-5369), 

Call  Pauline  to  obtain  further  information  or  to  volun¬ 
teer  to  cover  one  of  our  28  Sections  for  this  important 
annual  census. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

April  2nd:  Field  trip  to  Oak  Orchard  and  the  Sinks. . ."Here  Come  the 

Geeset "  Co-leaders,  John  Morse  (tel.  948-6086)  and  Bill 
Rebovich  (tel.  542-4301),  We  will  meet  at  8:30  a.m.  at 
the  Tonawanda  Overlook,  one  mile  west  of  Cayuga  Pool  on  the 
south  side  of  Route  77  northwest  of  the  village  of  Alabama. 
This  is  along  the  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Area  marshes. 
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April  23rd;  Field  trip  to  Braddock*s  Bay,  Rochester "Hawks  Aloft", 

a  joint  outing  with  members  of  the  Genesee  Ornithological 
Society,  If  the  hawks  aren’t  flying,  we’ll  bird  the  lake 
Ontario  Shore.  Co-leaders,  Pave  Freeland  (tel.  688-4359) 
and  Laurie  h  Neil  Moon  of  Rochester  (tel,  1-342-2590), 

We  will  meet  at  7:00  a,m.  at  the  entrance  to  Krull  Park, 
on  the  south  side  of  Route  18  just  east  of  the  intersec¬ 
tion  of  Route  78,  Olcott,  Return  to  Buffalo  by  early 
evening . 

May  5-7:  Field  trip  to  Long  Point/Turkey  Point,  Ontario, ,, "The 

Spectacle  of  Spring  Migration. "  Leader  Dick  Byron 
(tel,  892-9496  days)..  This  one- or  two-  night  trip1  ■■■ 
will  cover  the  base  of  Long  Point,  most  of  Turkey  Point 
including  the  private  sections,  and  many  important  other 
area  locations  where  the  spring  migration  can  rival 
Point  Pelee  for  variety.  Me  will  depart  from  Buffalo 
Friday  (others  may  depart  Saturday)  x-jith  return  on  Sun¬ 
day,  Interested  participants  should  call  Dick  Byron  for 
details. 


May  28th:  Field  trip  to  Section  6 • , . "Where  to  Find  Birds  in  Section 

6,"  Co-leaders,  Ed  Williams  (tel,  875-8212  days,  416-894-3548 
evenings)  and  Bob  Wagner  (tel,  849-4454  days,  633-8109 
ever.ingiS  ;)  ,  This  is  another  in  our  series  of  special  field 
trips  covering  the  birding  highlights  of  a  specific  B.O.S, 
Section,  so  bring  your  Section  6  map  and  take  notes.  We 
x/jill  meet  at  6:30  a,m.  at  the  Vermont  and  Busti  entrance 
to  the  Peace  Bridge  (6:45  a.m,  at  the  first  parking  lot 
south  of  the  Peace  Bridge  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the 
river)  for  the  drive  down  the  shore  to  Section  6, 


PROGRAM  -  COUNTS 

May  21st,:  May  Count,  Compiler,  Ken  Ealmas  (tel,  759-8006),  Call 

Ken  to  obtain  further  information  or  to  volunteer  to 
cover  one  of  our  28  Sections  for  this  important  annual 
census . 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  Fifth  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compiler,  Mr.  David  B.  vreeland ,  60  Haymarket  Square, 
East  Amherst,  New  York  14051* 
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January  was  cold  and  wintry,  with  the  exception  of  two  brief  periods  of 
unseasonably  warm  weather  from  January  4th  through  8th  and  on  the  24th  and  25th, 
temperatures  were  usually  below  normal.  The  area  was  buffeted  by  three  major 
snow  storms  on  the  9th,  17th  and  20th  and  narrowly  missed  the  heavy  snow  and 
and  hurricane  force  winds  which  caused  much  loss  of  life  and  property  damage 
along  the  Eastern  Seaboard  on  January  26th.  On  that  date,  a  deep  low  pressure 
system  passed  through  the  area  with  the  barometer  dropping  to  28  inches  early 
in  the  morning  and  the  temperature  tumbling  from  40°(F)  to  7°  by  evening.  Mind 
gusts  up  60  m.p.h.  were  recorded  and  there  were  blinding  snow  squalls  but  the 
brunt  of  the  storm  passed  to  the  east  of  us.  The  average  temperature  for  the 
month  was  20.4°(F),  3*3°  below  the  norm.  Precipitation  measured  6.29  inches, 

3*39  inches  above  average  and  56.5  inches  of  new  snowfall  was  recorded  at  Great¬ 
er  Buffalo  International  Airport.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater 
Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

January  is  truly  the  nadir  of  the  bird  watcher’s  year  on  the  Niagara 
Frontier.  With  the  advent  of  the  deep  cold  so  characteristic  of  this  month, 
there  is  a  movement  of  many  ducks,  gulls  and  other  birds  farther  south  with 
many  favorite  birding  spots  frozen  over  or  inaccessible  because  of  deep  snow. 

Most  of  the  bird  records  involve  visitors  to  feeders  although  there  were  many 
reports  of  Pine  Grosbeaks  and  Common  Redpolls  in  flocks  from  all  parts  of  the 
study  area.  Before  the  formation  of  the  ice  bridge  in  the  gorge  at  Niagara  Falls 
on  the  15th,  observers  reported  both  Iceland  and  Glaucous  Gulls  in  good  numbers. 
On  his  annual  New  Year’s  Day  trip,  Robert  A ndrle.  reported  a  first  year  Thayer's 
Gull  and  a  female  Harlequin  Duck  from  the  gorge  and  a  Red-throated  Loon  on  the 
Niagara  River  below  Fort  Erie.  An  immature  male  Harlequin  Duck  was  seen  on  the 
Niagara  River  at  the  Peace  Bridge  on  January  22nd.  The  Lesser  Black  -backed  Gull 
which  was  seen  by  many  birders  in  the  upper  rapids  at  Niagara  Falls  during  the 
last  three  months,  disappeared  early  in  January  and  has  not  been  reported  since. 
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Only  a  few  records  of  Snowy  Owl  in  our  study  area  have  been  called  to  the  writer’s 
attention,  mainly  from  the  Niagara  River  region  between  Grand  Island  and  Niagara 
Falls. 


Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  F.Y.  14217 
NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 


written  verification  accordin 

g  to  the 

’Date  Guide  to  Birds  of 

Western  New  York  and 

adjacent  Ontario  * 

(B.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed 

in  the  permanent  files 

of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological 

Society 

• 

*  -  Indicates 

first  record 

for  the 

year. 

F  -  Indicates 

first  record 

for  the 

migration 

L  -  Indicates 

last  record 

for  the 

migration 

(f)  -  Indicates 

record  from 

feeding 

station 

Common  Loon 

Jan. 

-  .8 

1  N, Falls,  Ont, 

.Andrle,  et  al. 

Red-throated  Loon 

1 

1 

1  Ft ,  Erie  ,  Ont . 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Horned  Grebe 

If 

1 

1  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

If 

1 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

12 

1  Ivory 

Beal 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

1 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle, et  al. 

Great  Blue  Heron 

11 

,  1 

1  Orchard  Park 

Me Kales 

ft 

r  '  •* 

1  -  ■ 

1  Queenston,Ont . 

Andrle,  et  al. 

If 

5 

1  Riverside 

Elderkin 

II 

8 

1  Grand  Island 

Freelands 

ti 

14  . 

1  Ivory 

Beal 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

1-2 

3  North  Buffalo 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Whistling  Swan 

11 

13 

1  Amity  Lake 

V,  Pitzrick 

if 

15 

2  Wellsville 

V.  Pitzrick 

Canada  Goose 

H 

1 

30  Lake  Ontario 

Reboviches 

fl 

•1 

30  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

if 

1 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

n 

1-31 

2  Farmersville  Station 

D.  Clark 

it 

5 

74  Ft .  Erie  ,  Ont . 

Somme rville 

Black  Duck 

11 

5 

5  Angelica 

Casterline 

11 

5 

50  Riverside 

Elderkin 

Gad wall 

11 

2 

2  Niag .-on- Lake , Ont • 

Sc haffner,A .Clark 

Fintail 

it 

22  . 

1  Amherst 

Freeland 

11 

2 

9  N.Fg 11s (Goat  Is. 

) 

Scha.f f ner  ,A  , Clark 

G^een-winged  Teal 

11 

2 

jU 

1  N. Falls (Goat  Is. 

) 

Schaffner,6 .Clark 

Redhead 

ii 

8  .v 

2  N. Falls 

Mitchell, et  al. 

n  ' 

16,30 

1,4  Celoron 

Beal 

11 

22 

1  Amherst 

Ere eland 
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Ring-necked  Duck 

Jan 

.  8 

1  N.^alls,  Ont. 

ft 

;8 

1  Grand  Island 

Lesser  Scaup 

ft 

.  8 

8  Grand  I sland 

ft 

16 

2  Celoron 

Old  squaw 

ft 

f  2 

1502  Niag, -on- Lake ,0nt • 

Harlequin  Duck 

ft 

1,8 

1  N.  Falls, Ont. 

tt 

22 

1  Ft.  Erie, Ont, 

White-winged  Scoter 

•  » 

1 

2  N, Falls, Ont. 

Surf  Scoter 

tt 

1 

2  Ft,  Erie, Ont. 

Black  Scoter 

ft 

:•  1 

2  N. Falls,  Ont, 

Hooded  Merganser 

tt 

14  - 

2  Niagara  River 

ft 

29 

1  N. Falls,  Ont. 

ft 

29 

1  N, Falls,  Ont. 

Sharp-shinned.  Hawk 

ft 

1 

1  Lyndonville 

tt 

1,7 

1  South  Wales 

ft 

3,14,26,28 

1  Belmont 

ft 

7 

1  To  na wanda  WMA 

tt 

7 

1  Evans 

ft 

8  ;  ' 

1  Warsaw 

ft 

.  11 

1  Scio 

ft 

-12 

1  Hamburg 

tt 

20 

1  Farmersville  Station 

Cooper's  Hawk 

ft 

1-31 

1  Belmont 

tt 

1 

1  Jamestown 

tt 

1 

1  Scio 

2, 

10,15,20-22 

1  Mid  die  port 

tt 

2-30 

1  Cuba  Lake 

tt 

17 

1  Spring  Brook 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

It 

1 

4  Iroquois  KWR 

1-29 


1-2  Lyndonville 


It 

4 

1  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

If 

4 

1  Cheektowaga 

* 

tt 

4 

1  Frewsburg 

•  * 

ft 

6,16 

1,1  Williamsville 

If 

7 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

II 

7 

1  Ashville 

ft 

17 

1  Amity 

Marsh  Hawk 

ft 

1,27 

1,1  Lyndonville 

Turkey 

tt 

8,13-16 

3  Alfred  area 

. 

If 

17,22,28-29 

6,6,10  Amity 

It 

31 

6  Amity 

American  Coot 

ft 

2 

1  Niag, -on- Lake 

It 

15 

4  Dunkirk 

Glaucous  Gull 

It 

1 

13  N. Falls,  Ont. 

ft 

2 

11  N. Falls, Ont. 

If 

7 

1  Buffalo 

Andrle,  et  al. 
Freelands 
Freelands 
Beal 

Schaffner , A .Clark 
Andrle,  et  al,  .. 
Andrle,  et  al. 
Andrle, et  al. 
Andrle,,  et  al, 
Andrle,  et  al, 
Wilqove  ,Mc:Michael , 
Foster 

Andrle,  et  al, 

Freeland , Newman 

Smiths 

Me Kales 

Burtons 

Reboviches 

Rew 

Rew,Buck 
V,  Pitzrick 
Andrles 
D.  Clark 
Burtons 
Beal 

V.  Pitzrick 

Krogs 

Scott 

Danner 

Rebqviches 

Smiths 

Sommerville 

Freeland 

Elderkin 

Freeland 

Smiths 

Elderkin 

Jordans 

Smiths 

Klingensmith 

Jordans 

Burtons 

Schaffner, A,  Clark 
Rew,  Buck 
Andrle,  et  al, 
Schaffner, A .Clark 
Mitchell, et  al. 
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Iceland  Gull 

Jan0 

1 

3  N.  Falls,  Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

2 

6  N, Falls,  Ont. 

•Schaffner,A  8  Clark 

II 

8 

. 1  Buffalo 

Mitchell, .  et  al. 

u 

29 

1  N, Falls,  Ont. 

Fre  eland , Newman 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

2 

1  N» Falls, Ont. 

Rew, Schwartz 

Bonaparte ' s  Gull 

II 

2 

3000  Queenston,Ont„ 

Schaffner ,A .Clark 

If 

15 

250  Dunkirk 

Reitf ,  Buc  k 

Mourning  Dove 

II 

'  1-31 

45-63  Fggertsville 

Me  Kales 

Snowy  Owl 

II 

22 

1  N. Falls 

Foster,  et  al. 

Long-eared  Owl 

II 

22  : 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Foster 

II 

22 

1  East  .Amherst 

Freeland 

Short-eared  Owl 

II 

2,28,29 

2.,  11,1  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

II 

18 

1  Hartland 

Reboviches 

II 

22 

1  Grand  Island 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Belted  Kingfisher 

II 

1 

1  Orchard  Bark 

Me Kales 

II 

5 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

II 

22 

1  Medina 

Smiths 

II 

22 

2  Scio 

Burtons , Jordan 

II 

29 

1  Amity 

Burton 

Common  Flicker 

II 

1 

1  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

II 

-  7 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Reboviches 

II 

'  7 

1  Ashville 

Elder kin 

II 

8 

1  Queenston,  Ont ,  ,, 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

13 

1  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Somme rvi lie 

* 

II 

29 

1  Grand  Island 

Me Kales 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

:  1 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Reboviches 

II 

11-15 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Horned  Lark(subsp. 

?)  " 

!  ■  '  2 

250  Fiddleport 

Krogs 

•  1 

:  10 

r  12  Shelby 

Reboviches 

II 

11 

8  Amity  " 

V,  Fitzrick 

II 

22 

20  Fiddleport 

C.Krog,Morien 

II 

26 

7  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Somme rville 

II 

31 

16  Amity 

Burtons 

Horned  Lark(pratic 

ola) 

5 

!  ■  ~  1  Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

II 

11 

7  Riverside 

Elder kin 

* 

II 

22 

13  Newstead 

Me  Kales 

II 

22 

17  Clarence 

Me  Kales 

Tufted  Titmouse 

II 

1-31 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

It 

13 

1  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch" 

1-31 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

fl 

1 

2  Stamford , Ont . 

Me  Kales 

,  n 

1 

1  James town 

Beal 

II 

12,23 

1,2  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

• 

"  t 

19 

1  Oak  Orchard  WMA  . 

Reboviches 

Carolina  Wren 

II 

12-31 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Mockingbird 

II 

7,25 

1  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Sommerville 

II 

22 

1  Middleport 

Krogs 

II 

29 

1  N.Falls,Ont. 

Freeland , Newman 
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Brown  Thrasher  Jan. 

O 

y 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

American  Robin 

II 

l 

4  N.  Falls, Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al 

II 

l 

1  Queenston,  Ont. 

Me  Kales 

It 

15 

1  Pendleton 

Me  Kales 

II 

17 

1  Ft •  Erie ,  Ont • 

Somme rville 

m 

22 

1  Middleport 

Krogs 

II 

28 

2  Alfred  area 

Klihgensmith 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

3-27. 

1-4  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

7 

2  East  Aurora 

Me  Kales 

II 

29 

3  Olcott 

Andrle,et  al. 

Cedar  Waxwing 

•• 

11 

38  Amity 

V,  Fitzrick 

it 

29 

6  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

Northern  Shrike 

II 

1,2,15 

1,1,1  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

II 

5 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Re bo vie he s 

•• 

8 

1  Wilson 

Fessler 

II 

13 

1  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

II 

15,27,30 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

II 

16,23 

1  Farmersville  Station 

D.  Clark 

II 

22 

2  Newstead 

Me  Kales 

•  1 

28 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

29 

1  Grand,"  Island 

Me Kales 

II 

29 

1  N. Falls,  Ont. 

Freeland 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler" 

1-31 

1  Farmersville  Station 

D.  Clark 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

II 

16 

1  Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

II 

1 

1  Middleport 

Krogs 

II 

8-31 

1  Belmont 

Jordans 

II 

10-25 

1-2  Eggertsville 

McKales 

Rusty  Blackbird 

II 

9 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Reboviches 

Common  Grackle 

II 

13-15 

1  Snyder 

DeKleine 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

m 

7 

70  Tonawanda 

Mitchell,  et 

fl 

9-27 

2-8  Middleport 

Krogs 

-  •  ’ 

n 

9 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Reboviches 

II 

11 

1  Eggertsville 

Hulls 

•  I 

15 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

II 

25 

13  Ft,  Erie, Ont. 

Somme rville 

Evening  Grosbeak 

II 

1-31 

99  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

1-31 

100  Farmersville  Station 

D. Clark 

II 

1-31 

20-50  Belmont 

Burtons 

Purple  Finch 

II 

1-31 

6-8  Belmont 

Burtons 

House  Finch 

II 

1-31 

2-4  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

1-31 

20-53  Eggertsville 

McKales 

II 

1-31 

1-6  Eggertsville 

Hulls 

II 

13 

9  Jamestown 

Beal 

II 

15-31 

4  Snyder 

PeKleine 

Pine  Grosbeak 

II 

1,2,5,21  20,10,5,6  Lyndonville 

Smiths 

II 

3,12,23,24 

3, 3, 9, 6  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

5 

7  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Reboviches 

II 

7 

2  Wilson 

Fessler 
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Pine  Grosbeak, cont •  Jan 

8 

2  Oakland  Rural  Cem, 

Fessler 

ft 

15 

4  Pendleton 

■Me  Kales 

ft 

29 

18  01c ott 

Andrle,  et  al 

Common  Redpoll 

1 

’•"250  Shelby 

Reboviches 

It 

2,6-31 

1,4-50  North  Tonawanda 

Cleme  sha 

It 

7 

9  East  Aurora 

Me Kales 

It 

9 

3  Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

If 

13-24 

20-40  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

It 

16 

1  Williamsville 

Freeland 

II 

27 

1  Hamburg 

Andrles 

II 

27-30 

1  Cuba  Lake- 

Scott 

If 

29-31 

4  Farmer sville  Station 

D.  Clark 

II 

29-31 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

29 

80  01c ott 

Andrle,  et  al 

ft 

30 

2  Eggertsville 

Hulls 

II 

31 

2  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

Pine  Siskin  " 

1-31 

10-20  North  Tonawanda 

Cleme sh  a 

II 

1-31 

"  12-15  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

If 

2-9,10-31 

1,12-10  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

3 

1  Farmersville  Station 

D.  Clark 

II 

4 

4  Eggertsville 

Hulls 

II 

9-31 

2-8  Middleport 

Krogs 

II 

10,12,13,29 

4,2,10,5  Belmont 

M.  Jordan 

II 

15 

1  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

II 

16,24 

2,1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

28 

1  Hamburg 

P.  Andrle 

American  Goldfinch  " 

1-31 

100-200  North  Tonaitfanda 

Cleme sha 

II 

1-31 

65-75  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

Red  Crossbill  " 

2 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

If 

19 

14  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Reboviches 

White-winged  Crossbill 

22 

12  Pendleton 

McKales 

Rufous-sided  Towhee  " 

1-31 

1  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

II 

5 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Reboviches 

Tree  Sparrow  " 

1-31 

100  Farmersville  Station 

D.  Clark 

II 

1-31 

68  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Field  Sparrow  " 

1-2 

1  Middleport 

Krogs 

II 

1-31 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

White-crowned  Sparrow" 

1-31 

1-2  Middleport 

Krogs 

If 

21-31 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

White-throated  Sparrow 

1-31 

6  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

If 

1-31 

1-2  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

1-31 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

II 

1-31 

2-4  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

91 

1-31 

1  Middleport 

Krogs 

•  1 

1-31 

2-4  Farmersville  Station 

D.  Clark 

II 

1 

2  Orchard  Park 

McKales 

It 

1 

2  Jamestown 

Beal 

II 

8 

2  Grand  Inland 

Freelands 

II 

19 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 
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Song  Sparrow 

Jan 

.  1-31 

2  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

ft 

1-31 

2-3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

»» 

1-31 

2  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

ft 

1-3 

1-2  Widdleport 

Krogs 

ft 

2r 

1  .N, Falls (3  Sisters) 

Schaffner,A .Clark 

ft 

3,21 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

tf 

3 

1  Langford 

Me  Kale s 

'  ",  ' 

10, 

14,23,29-31 

1  Belmont 

W.  Jordan 

’  ■  '  7  .  -• 

p 

10-21 

1. Amity  Lake 

Fitzricks 

ft 

11-17 

1  Cpba  Lake  . 

Scott 

t! 

18 

2  Burge son  Sanctuary  . 

Beal 

Lapland  Long spur 

tf 

11 

1  Amity 

V.  Fitzrick 

Snow  Bunting 

It 

1 

150  Shelby 

Reboviches 

lt~ 

'  '  2 

50  Middleport . 

Krogs 

1  V 

ft 

4,27,29 

30,75,75  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

ft 

4 

1000  Kiantone  Twp. 

Elder kin 

ft 

4 

200  Frewsburg 

Elder kin 

'  tf 

8 

40  Ft.  Niagara 

Fessler  - 

•  / 

ft 

9 

90  Fredonia 

Fessler 

.  ?"  ;  ,  •  * 

ft 

10 

100  West  A,lmond 

Butts 

It 

22 

125  Newstead 

Me  Kales 

ff 

22- 

1  Middleport 

C.Krog,Morien 

ft 

27 

50  Amity 

M.  Burton 

It 

28-29 

4  A  mity 

MI.  Jordan 

ft 

29,31 

1  Amity 

Burtons 

ff 

29 

50  Ft,  Niagara 

Andrle,et  al„ 

Other  species  reported:  Nallard ,  American  Wigeon,  Canvasback,  Greater  Scaup, Common 
Goldeneye,  Buf fie head ,  Common  Merganser,  Red-breasted  Merganser,  Red-tailed  Hawk, 
American  Kestrel,  Ruffed  Grouse,  Ring-necked  Pheasant,  Great  Black-backed  Gull, 
Herring  Gull,  Ring-billed  Gull,  Rock  Dove,  Screech  Owl,  Great  Horned  Owl,  Barred 
Owl,  Pileated  Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker,  Blue  Jay,  Common  Crow, 
Black-capped  Chickadee,  White-breasted  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper,  Starling,  House 
Sparrow,  Cardinal,  Dark-eyed  Junco. 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  month  .  102 

WHERE  TO  FIND  THE  BIRDS  IN  THE  3.0.5.  STUDY  AREA 

Commencing  with  this  issue,  The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  will  pub¬ 
lish  in  The  Protho notary,  occasional  articles  describing  the  best  places  to  find 
birds  in  the  sectional  divisions  of  our  study  area.  The  article  should  be  used  in 
conjunction  with  the  map  of  the  section  described,  as  the  co-ordinates  pinpointing 
the  location  of  a  particularly  good  birding  spot  refer  to  a  locale  on  one  of  the 
twenty-eight  individual  section  maps  published  as  a  set  by  the  Buffalo  Ornitholog¬ 
ical  Society. 
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This  project  was  inspired  by  Frances  Rew  who  has  also  agreed  to  co¬ 
ordinate  it  by  soliciting  write-ups  from  knowledgeable  birders  who  either  reside 
in  the  section  to  be  described  or  spend  much  of  their  time  afield  there 8  These 
people  will  now  have  an  opportunit}/-  to  share  their  knowledge  with  other  birders 
and  hopefully  stimulate  more  field  work  in  their  section.  If  you  have  been  re¬ 
quested  by  the  coordinator  to" prepare  an  article  on  your  section  and  you  have 
not  done  so,  please  finish  it  at  your  earliest  convenience  and  send  to: 

Miss  ^ranees  Rew,  129  Arbour  Lane,  Buffalo,  N.Y,  14220, 

WHERE  TO  FIND  THE  BIRDS  IN  B.O.S. • SECTION  #1 

compiled  by  .Walter  Klabunde 


Map  Coordinate  Area  Fame /Habitat 


Roads 


Comments 


B-15 

Vineland  Horticulture 
Extension  Station 

West  of  Victoria 
Road ;  north  of 
Q.E.V.  via  Prud- 
homme's  exit. 

Landbirds  during  spring 
&  fall  migration; 
waterfowl  along  Lake- 
shore  Road , 

B-22 

Uartindale  Pond 

County  Road  #16 
north  of  Q.E.W. 

Overlooks  around 
Martindale  Pond  for 
waterfowl  &  landbirds; 
spring, summer  &  fall. 

C-9 

Overgrown  field 
near  escarpment 

North  side, Region¬ 
al  Road  #79 

Landbirds,  spring 
summer  2c  fall 

C-16 

Jordan  Bay  & 

West  Shore 

/  V  -  f 

Service  road  south 
from  Q.E.W. 

Waterfowl;  gulls  & 
swallows  over  bay; 
landbirds  along  wooded 
shore , 

D-10 

i 

Mountain  View 
Conservation  Area 

'  .  '  '  .  .  4 

-§-  mile  south  of 
Regional  Road  #81 

1  mile  west  of 
Beamsville-  • 

Excellent  habitat; 
needs  investigation.5 

E-ll 

Ontario  Street, 

Town  of  Clinton 

South  of  Regional 
Road  #81 

2  Gray  Partridge  seen 
in  farm  orchard  here ; 
entire  vicinity  should 
be  looked  over. 

F-16 

Ball's  Falls 
Conservation  Area 

Road  south  from 
Jordan  provides 
parking  area 

Nature  trails  here 
part  of  Bruce  Trail 
along  20  Mile  Creek 

below  Falls  area; 
land.birds ,  spring , 
summer  &  fall. 
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Map  Coordinate 

G-18 

_  G— 19 

H-22 

I,  J-8 

1-8 


1-16 

K-8 

K-19 


Area  Name /Habitat 

16  Mile  Creek  Falls 
V  escarpment;  also 
Louth  Conservation 
Area 

15  Mile  Creek  &  Falls 
also  Rockway  Conserva¬ 
tion  Area 

Decew  Falls 


Hedgerow,  both  sides 
of  dirt  road;  : 


Sewage  Pond , 
Smithville 


Roland  Road,  west 
terminus 


Hedgegrow  both  sides 
of  dirt  road 


Short  Hills  Wilder- 

ne,ss  Area  (Hamilton 

<■  ,  * 

Naturalists  Club 
sanctuarv) 


Roads 

North  side  of 
Regional  Road 

#69 


North  side  of 
Regional  Road  #69 


South  from  Region¬ 
al  Road  #6 9  via 
County  Road  J'25  & 
west  of  Regional 
Road  '^0 

North  of  Sixteen 
Road 


South  of  Regional 
Road  #20 


South  side  of  Sun 
Valley  Club; avoid 
in  summer 2 


North  of  Connect¬ 
ing  Road  #4 


Mettler  Road  east 
of  Center  Road, 


Comments 

Trails  here  part  of 
Bruce  Trail;  land- 
bird  s ,  spring , summe  r 
&  fall. 

Similar  to  above  but 
more  extensive. 

Part  of  Bruce  Trail; 
waterfowl  on  ponds  & 
reservoir;  also  land- 
birds,  spring,  summer 
2,  fall. 

Landbirds,  spring, 
summer  &  fall;  also 
adjacent  woods  to 
east. 

Fenced  in  by  municipal 
authorities-permission 
to  enter  needed ;  ex¬ 
cellent  views  of  mi¬ 
grating  ducks  &  shore- 
birds,  spring,  &  fall. 

Trail  to  15  Mile  Creek 
landbirds , spring ,  sum¬ 
mer  &  fall; also  water- 
fowl  in  wet  i-roods  & 
creek, 

Landbirds,  spring, 
summer  &  fall;  also 
adjacent  woods  to 
east. 

Nature  trail.,  off  of 
Mettler  Road , opposite 
private  reservoir; 
ducks  <1*  landbirds  all 
year. 
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Map  Coordinate 
K-20 

K-21 

L-l  5 

L-17 

L-20 

D-19 

0-18 

M-17 


2  "Where  to  find  the  Birds  in  B.O.S. Section  71"  coht 


Area  Name /Habitat 

Boy  Scout  Camp  A" 
(fenced  in  woods) 

St.  John's  Conser¬ 
vation  Area. 

Gainsborough  Conser¬ 
vation  Area 

Wooded  area-both  sides 
of  road 

Wooded  gully 

Troup's  Varm 

Hemlock  Woods 


Roads 

Prospect  Road  south 
of  Pettier  Road, 
Opposite  Fonthill 
Country  Club. 

2  miles  north  of 
Fonthill  via  Region¬ 
al  Route  #36 
North  side  of 
Regional  Route  #20 

Regional  Road  #20 
between  Pelham  & 
Maple  Roads 

Both  sides  of  Pros¬ 
pect  Street  north  of 
Regional  Road  #20 

Via  gravel  road 
north  off  of  9th  St. 
(Louth) west  of  15 
mile  creek  crossing 


East  side  of  Bal¬ 
four  Street,  south 
of  Regional  Road  #29 


Comments 

Landbirds,  spring 
&  fall;  also  wet  wood¬ 
ed  area  bordering  golf 
course  opposite  road. 

Nature  trails;  land- 
birds  all  year. 

Landbirds,  spring, 
summer  &  fall, 

Landbirds,  spring, 
summer  &  fall;  also 
waterfowl  in  pond  on 
north  side0 

Landbird  s ,  spring , 
summer  &  fall 


Private,  Check  with 
owner  who  welcomes 
birders  and  knows 
what  has  been  seen- 
e specially  Saw- whet  & 
Boreal  Cwlst 

Private,  Winter 
finches 


Boyes  Woods 


West  side  of  Maple 
Street  between  Re¬ 
gional  Road  #20  and 
Village  of  Fenitfich. 


Private .  Good  mixed 
hardwood  ^  &  hemlock 
woods.  Check  with  own¬ 
er  or  office  on  prem¬ 
ises.  Birders  welcome. 
Winter  finches,  wood¬ 
peckers  etc. 

14092 


4923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  N.Y. 
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Wap  Coordinate  Area  Name /Habitat 


CO  'i 


i  .  .  •  .j*.  -  -- 


Roads 


B-13 


Village  of  Wilson 
Lake  Front 


B  through  E- 18  18  Mile  Creek 


C-12 


C-18 


* 


Wil  s  on-  Tu  s  c  a  r  or  a 
State  Park 


Lake  Road 
(N.Y. Rte .#18 ) 

West  Creek  Road- 
01c ott  to  Newfane 

Lake  Road 
(N.Y.Rte.  #18) 


"Conrail"  right  of  way  West  Creek  Road 


D-8,  9  8c  10 

Open  farmland 

Lake  Road  (N.Y. 

Rte .#18)  &  south 
on  Hulbert,Ransom- 
ville  8:  Dickerson- 
ville  Roads 

E-4  8c  5  * 

Four  Wile.  Creek  State 
Park 

Woodcliff  Road  via 
N.Y.Rte ,#18F  (west 
end); Dietz  Road 
(east  end) 

E-6 

Six-Wile  Creek 

Lake  Road 
(N.Y. Rte .#18) 

F-l  * 

W  1  r“*  •  ' 

.  Fort  Niagara 

State  Park 

River  Road,  N.Y. 
Rte,#l8F  &  Robert 
Moses  Parkway 

F  a  g-3 

Robert  Loses 

Parkway 

East  lane  proceed¬ 
ing  north 

F-5  *  Oakland  Rural 

Cemetery 


Lake  Road  (N.Y. 
Rte ,#18) opposite 
golf  course 
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rj  .Iter  i.l-  )unc-.e 

Comments 

Waterf  owl-Winter , 
spring  &  fall. 

Ducks  8:  landbirds- 
Spring  &  fall, 

2  entrances:  a)  nature 
trail  &  b)  Wilson  Ceme¬ 
tery-good  all  year. 

Orchard  brush  piles 
attract  landbirds, 
spring, summer  &  fall. 

Excellent  for  winter 
birds-Horned  Larks, 
Snow- Bunti ng  s ,  Snowy 
&  Short-eared  Owls, 


Waterfowl  &  landbirds- 
Spring  &  fall 


Waterfowl  shorebirds- 
Spring  &  fall. 

Waterfowl  &  landbirds 
all  year. 


4  ponds  in  adjacent 
field  attract  ducks 
in  spring  &  fall, 

Landbirds-spring  &  fall; 
winter  finches  &  owls 
in  winter 
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Map  Coordinate  Area  Name/Habitat 


Road  s 


Comments 


G-5 


Privately  ox-med  Red 
Pine  plantation 


Lutts  Road (west) 
\  mile  south  of 
N.Y,  Rte .  #93 


Phone  oiKmer,  R,T. 
Tower, at  745-7157 
Landbirds  &  owls , 


1-2 


Joseph  Davis 
State  Park 


Reservoir ' &  ad  jacent 
fields  <?b  itfoods 


River  Road  or 
Fletcher  Road 
entrance 


Landbirds ,  waterf  ox^l , 
gulls, spring,  fall  & 
winter;  also  hawk  mi¬ 
gration  in  spring. 


Pie tc her  Road 
Opposite  KOF 


La  ndbird  s ,  due  ks , 
rails  &  shorebirds- 
Spring, summer  &  fall. 


K-4 


L,M-2  * 

L-3 

L-8  * 


L-13 


L-18 


* 


3-F  Conservation  Club 


Village  of  Lewiston 
XAraterfront  &Artpark 


Swann  Road  opposite  5  acre  cattail  pond  & 
Fatima  Shrine  30  1  acre  ponds-ducks 

&  goose  breeding  and 
bird  banding  operation 
in  adjacent  woods-all 
year 

Water  Street,  Gulls  *  ducks>  sPrinS> 

Lewiston  &  Art-  winter  «  fall, 

park  parking  lot 


Kiwanis  Park  North  terminus  of  Landbirds- Spring  & 

8th  Street  in  Lewis-  fall, 

ton 


Bond’s  Lake 
County  Park 

'Cambria  Center 
Quarry 

Gulf  Wilderness  Park 
Outxtfater  Park  & 
Glenwood  Cemetery 


Blacknose  Springs 
Road  or  Lower 
Mountain  Road 

Cambria  Road  -  \ 
mile  south  of  Lower 
Mountain  Road 

"  f  -i  ... 

Jackson  Street, 
Outwater  Drive  & 
Glenwood  Street 


Ducks'  when  quarry 
ponds  not  frozen; 
landbirds  all  year, 

Landbirds  -Spring  & 
fall. 


Entrance  to  nature 
trails  along  18  Mile 
Creek;  land  birds, 
spring  &  fall 
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Map  Coordinate  Area  Name /Habitat 


N-4,5 


N-6 ,7 


0-2 


SPA  Power  Reservoir 
Reservoir  State  Park 


Tuscarora  Indian 
Reservation  swamp 


Devil’s  Hole 
State  Park 


Roads 


Comments 


...Military  Road  (N.Y.  Large  waterfowl  concen- 
Rte ,#265)parking  trations.  For  permiss- 
lot;also  approach  ion  to  drive  around 
from  Garlow  Road  for  reservoir  road,  call 
spot  viewing  only,  SPA  manager’s  office 

at  28 5-3211, x^eekdays  & 
E.Gochnauer  at  754— 

4142,  nights  &  weekends, 

Froxu  north  side  of  Follow  NMP  right-of- 
Colonial  Village  via  way  under  pox-xer  line 
Garlow  Road  Bitterns, rails  & 

ducks- Spring , summer 
&  fall, 

Robert  Moses  park-  Mature  trail  to  lower 
ing  lot;  also  Niagara  River;  land- 

Lewiston  Road  park-  birds,  ducks  &  gulls¬ 


ing  lot 


E  through  H-4  Creek  Road  (N.YMRte ,#18)  Also  Woodcliff 

Road  8c  Creek  Lane 
on  either  side  of 
Moses  Parkway 


HANK  MIGRATION  LOCALES: 

D,E.F-7  Dicker sonville  Road 


Open  farmland  to 
Bra ley  Road 


Spring  &  fall, 

Westward  migrations  in 
March, April  &  May  - 
Distance  from  Lake 
Ontario  depends  on 
weather  factors. 

Westward  migration 
in  March, April  8c  May, 


D,E,F-9  Ransomville  Road 


Open  farmland  to  Westward  migration  in 
Rraley  Road  March,  April  8r.  May, 


F,G-2 


Fort  Niagara  State  Park 


Rive r  Road  ( M ,  Y , 
Route  18 F) , Robert 
Moses  Parkway 


*  _ 


prime  observation  area 


Observations  limited 
to  sledding  hill  near 
Village  of  Youngstown 
entrance  and  south 
parking  lot,  March, 
April  &  May, 


4923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  N.Y.  14092 
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ORGANISATION  ACTIVITIES 
J anuary  Waterfowl  Count 


compiled  by  Alan  Reckhow 


Following  is 

the  result  of 

the  Twentyr  Fourth 

Annual  Waterfowl  Count 

for  Region  #1  of  the  Federation  of  New  York  State 

Bird 

Clubs,  The  .  Federation 

Journal,  The  Kingbird, 

\  . 

will  publish 

the  statewide 

count  at  a  later  date. 

Dates  included  January  7  - 

January  15,  ' 

with 

January  8  the  target  date 

SPECIES 

NUMBER 

TERRITORY 

COMmTT 

Common  Loon 

1 

(D) 

average 

Horned  Grebe 

5 

(J) 

average 

Canada  Goose 

54 

- 

average 

Mallard 

259 6 

— 

highest 

Black  Duck 

217 

— 

lowest 

Gadwall 

— 

very  low 

Pintail 

.  3 

(E) 

very  low 

American  Wigeon 

22 

(D.F) 

very  low 

Redhead 

44 

- 

very  low 

Ring-necked  Duck 

2 

(F,G) 

average 

Canvasback 

2271 

— 

low  average 

Greater  Scaup 

1952 

- 

average 

Lesser  Scaup 

36 

- 

average 

Common  Goldeneye 

6656 

- 

2nd  highest 

Barrow's  Goldeneye 

1 

(J) 

2nd  time  seen 

Bufflehead 

509 

- 

average 

Old  Squaw 

3265 

- 

high 

Harlequin  Duck 

1 

(D) 

4th  time  seen 

TrIhite  Winged  Scoter 

24 

(A  ,D) 

loitf  average 

Hooded  Merganser 

2 

(J) 

Tied  for  lowest 

Common  Merganser 

6045 

— 

high 

Red  breasted  Merganser 

56 

— 

low 

Coot 

4 

(I) 

low 

Total  species 

23 

— 

average 

Total  Individuals 

23763 

— 

average 

Comment : 


I  lost  of  the  inland  swamps,  lakes,  ponds  and  streams  as  well  as  some  of 
Lake  Erie  were  frozen  over,  January  8  was  a  rainy  cold  day  and  I'm  sure  many  of 
the  Waterfowl  were  missed  because  of  the  mist  and  haze. 
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*  t  .  ‘  »  £■-. 

.  The  following  people  took  part  in  the  count; 


A-  Lake  Ontario  -  Ft.  Breeze  to  Olcott 
B-  Lake  Ontario  -  Olcott  to  Ft.  Niagara 
C-  Ft.  Niagara  to  Gorge'  at  Falls 
D-  Niagara-on- the-Lake  to  Gorge  at  Falls 
E-  Buffalo  North  Harbor  to  Goat  Island 

F-  Ft.  Erie  to  Canadian  Falls  . 

G-  Grand  Island 

H-  Lake  Erie  -  South  Buffalo  Harbor  to 

Silver  Creek 
I-  Silver  Creek  to  Penn  Line 
J-  Jamestown  .Area 
K-  Olean  -  Salamanca  area 
L-  Allegany  Co.  Area 
MJ-  Batavia  Area 
N»t  Oak  Orchard  &  Tona,  GKAM. 

0-  Iroquois  Nat.  Wildlife  Refuge 

P-  Williamsville  Area 

Q-  Delaware  Park.  Forest  Lawn.  Zoo 


Marion  &  Lincoln  Crone 
Ed  Fessler  &  Bob  Schrader 
Bill  Vaughn 

Clare  Henderson  &  Pauline  Schwartz 
Harold  Mitchell, Ken  Balmas, Brian 
Lewandowski , Dave  Wilcove 
Alan  Reckhow,Dave  Emanual,  Joe 
Thill 

Dave  Freeland 

Patricia  &  Robert  Andrle 
Frances  Rew 
Robert  Sundell 
Steve  Eaton 
Lou  Burton 

Gail  Seamans, John  Morse, Max  Mason 
John  Morse 
John  Morse 

Marie  &  Margaret  Wendling 
Cynthia  Millard 


Thanks  very  much  to  all  who  took  part  in  this  twenty-fourth  annual 
Waterfowl  census. 


1570  Colvin  Blvd. • , Kenmore ,  N.Y.  14223 
•  '  e.O.S.  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 

JANUARY  21  —  In  spite  of  a  recent  storm  which  left  the  depth  of  our 
snow  around  four  feet,  our  small  caravan  had  a  good  drive  to  the  Cornell  Laboratory 
of  Ornithology,  making  the  trip  in  less  than  three  hours.  Enroute  we  sighted  large 
j  •  -  flocks  of  Snow  Buntings  and  Horned  Larks  ..and  a  roost  of  Common  Crows  numbering  more 
than  500.  After  lunching  in  Ithaca,  we  arrived  at  the  Lab  and  were  greeted  by 
Charlie  Smith.  We  were  able  to  view  the  ponds  and  browse  through  the  Lab's  books, 
records  and  art  before  Dr.  Smith  ushered  us  into  the  library  for  an  interesting 
slide  presentation  on  the  Laboratory,  its  founders  and  functions,  and  its  asso¬ 
ciation  with  the  university  and  community.  Bill  Heck,  research  associate  of  the 
Peregrine  Fund,  then  made  a,  presentation  on  the  breeding  facility  and  every  phase 
of  operations.  He  answered  questions  for  more  than  30  minutes  before  taking  us 
to  the  "Barri"  where  the  Peregrine  Falcons  are  kept.  The  unit  is  self-contained, 
including  living  quarters  for  the  staff.  They  breed  several  species  at  the  "Barn", 
including  five  races  of  Peregrine,  Lanner  Falcon  and  four  color  phases  of  Gyrfalcon. 
We  learned  that  the  "Barn"  has  been  operating  for  only  three  years  and  is  still 
young  as  far  as  getting  data  on  returns  and  natural  breeding.  However,  it  has 
shown  a  marked  increase,  from  inception  to  present  day,  in  the  percentage  of  success 
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in  releasing  Peregrine  Falcons.  After  a  most  interesting  three-hour  program,  we 
headed  homeward,  delighted  to  find  a  Killdeer  in  a  small  stream  near  the  Thruway. 
The  day's  "outdoor”  bird  list  was  %  species  and  forms. 


NOTES 


Marcy  Foster 


The  Bird  Watcher  as  Scientist 

ITHACA,  N.Y, —  Can  the  binocular-carrying  little  old  lady  in  tennis 
shoes  and  the  professional  ornithologist  find  happiness  together  in  the  esoteric 
realm  of  scientific  data  collection? 

"Yes,”  concluded  representatives  of  the  major  professional  and  amateur 
ornithological  organizations  in  North  America  at  a  recent  conference  at  Cornell 
University  sponsored  by  the  Cornell  Laboratory  of  Ornithology  and  the  National 
Audubon  Society, 

The  expertise  of  little  old  ladies,  college  students,  doctors,  lawyers 
and  the  many  others  who  watch  birds  primarily  for  the  fun  of  it  is  already  being 
tapped  in  a  few  nationwide  data  collection  efforts  such  as  the  annual  Audubon 
Christmas  Bird  Counts  and  in  dozens  of  smaller  efforts  that  range  from  banding 
migrating  birds  at  established  stations  to  monitoring  the  reproductive  success  of 
birds  that,  nest  in  specific  areas. 

And  the  full  potential  of  the  amateur  in  long-term  studies  of  breeding 
bird  populations,  changes  in  the  range  of  particular  species,  winter  distributions 
and  other  topics  has  yet  to  be  tapped,  the  participants  agreed.  In  fact,  for  many 
kinds  of  studies  the  job  of  data  collection  is  so  big  that  only  by  depending  on 
amateur  help  can  the  information  be  obtained, they  said, 

"Many  of  us  here  sense  that  the  time  is  right  for  a  major  new  effort  to 
involve  the  amateur  in  ornithological  research,”  explained  Kenneth  C.  Parkes,  chief 
curator  of  life  sciences  and  curator  of  birds  at  the  Carnegie  Museum  of  Natural 
Historjr  and  a  coauthor  of  a  soon-to-be-released  report  on  the  role  of  the  ornitho¬ 
logical  societies  and  the  amateur.  "This  is  the  first  time  we've  ever  sat  down  as 
a  group  to  talk  about  it.” 

As  a  first  stop  toward  more  effective  participation  of  amateurs  in  orni¬ 
thological  research,  conference  participants  outlined  their-  current  efforts,  dis¬ 
cussed  new  areas  with  potential  for  study  by  amateurs,  and  considered  whether  a 
national  organization  to  coordinate  efforts  of  the  amateur  and  the  professional  or¬ 
nithologist  is  needed. 

Featured  speaker  at  the  conference  was  John  He Me eking,  president  of  the 
British  Trust  for  Ornithology,  a  group  that  has  enlisted  the  support  of  local  bird 
clubs  throughout  England  and  also  the  British  government  in  long-  and  short-term 
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studies  of  bird  life. 

McMeeking  attributed  m;uch  of •  the  success  of  the  BTO  to  the  amateur  orni¬ 
thologists  who  control  the  organization,  to  BTC's  emphasis  on  collecting  usable 
data  on  real  problems  and  the  organizations  efforts  to  keep  those  who  participate 
in  studies  informed  of  the  results. 

Those  North  American  data  collection  projects  now  using  volunteer  •  help — 
among  them  the  Colonial  Bird  Register  and  Nest  Record  Card  Program  of  the  Labora¬ 
tory  of  Ornithology,  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service’s  annual  Breeding  Bird  Survey 
and  the  North  American  Hawk  Migration  -Association’s  fall  and  spring  counts  of 
migrating  birds  of  prey — also  offered  suggestions  for  organizing  successful  pro¬ 
grams  • 

"One  of  the  major  benefits  to  come  out  of  the  conference  is  a  new  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  potential  resource  available  in  amateur  ornithologists  and  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  work  out  a  better  way  of  getting  amateurs  and  professionals  together,"  said 
Douglas  Lancaster,  director  of  the  Laboratory  of  Ornithology, 

As  a  first  step  in  that  direction,  the  conference  participants  appointed 
an  ad  hoc  committee  .to  explore  possibilities  for  cooperation  and  coordination  be¬ 
tween  amateurs  and  professionals. 

The  committee  chairman  is  Harold  Mayfied,  past  president  of  the  American 
Ornithologists'  Union,  Other  members  are  Jane  Church,  executive  director  of  the 
Point  Reyes  Bird  Observatory  in  California;  Stephen  Curtis  of  the  migratory  birds 
branch  of  the  Canadian  Wildlife  Service;  Michael  Harwood,  president  of  the  North 
American  Hawk  Migration  Association;  Lancaster , representing  the  Laboratory  of  Orni¬ 
thology;  Chandler  Robbins,  director  of  the  U.S,  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service's  Breed¬ 
ing  Bird  Survey,  and  Arnold  Small,  president  of  the  American  Birding  Association. 

'>c-  '  ■  ■ 

Reprinted  from  News  Release,  Office  of  Public  Information,  Cornell  University, 

Ithaca  ,  N.Y. 

PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  noted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  l  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  through  June,  inclusive,  in  the  Society's 
club  room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science , 

May  10  'Habitat  Requirements  of  the  Common  and  Purple  Gallinules',  Will  Reagan 
of  Ecology  &  Environment, Inc,  During  the  summers  of  1968  and  1969, 
while  an  undergraduate  student,  Mr.  Reagan  worked  at  the  Welder  Wild¬ 
life  Foundation  at  Sinton,  Texas.  He  became  interested  in  the  competi¬ 
tion  of  similar  species  occupying  the  same  habitat  and  the  mechanisms 
employed  to  allow  them  to  co-exist  without  the  extirpation  of  one  or 
the  other.  Mr.  Reagan  is  a  1972  graduate  of  Texas  A  &  M  University 
with  a  B.S.  in  Wildlife  Science;  he  subsequently  obtained  his  Master's 
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May  10th, cont. 

Degree  in  Wildlife  Ecology  at  Utah  State  University.  !-He  came  to 
Buffalo  in  1976  as  an  employee  of  Ecology  &  Environment ,  Inc. 
where  he  Conducts  environmental  impact  studies.  Illustrated 
with  slides. 


May  24th:  *Birding  in  the  Sahara*,  Edward  Williams,  B.O.S,  member  Ed 

Williams  spent  June,  July  and.  August  of  1977  in  a  11,000  km, 
trip  back  and  forth  across  the  Sahara  Desert,  Mr,  Williams 
was  one  of  a  party  of  11  people  who  drove  two  Land  Rovers 
through  Algeria,  Tiali,  Upper  Volta  and  Niger  to  see  the 
landscape  and  wildlife  of  the  vast  Sahara  Desert,  Illus¬ 
trated  with  slides. 

3 ;  FIELD  TRIPS 

May  5-7  Field  trip  to  Long ’Point/Turkey  Point,  Ontario, ,, "The 

Spectacle  of  Spring  Migration."  Leader  Dick  Byron  (tel. 
892-9496  days).  This  one -or  two-night  trip  will  cover  the 
base  of  Long  Point,  most  of  Turkey  Point  including  the  private 
sections,  and  many  important  other  area  locations  where  the 
spring  migration  can  .rival  Point  Pelee  for  variety.  We  will 
depart  from  Buffalo  Friday  (others  may  depart  Saturday)  with 
return  on  Sunday,  Interested  participants  should  call  ..  •  . 
Dick  Byron  for  details. 

May  28th  Field  trip  to  Section  6.,. "Where  to  Find  Birds  in  Section  6." 
Co-leaders,  Ed  Williams  (tel. ’ 875-8212  days,  416-894-3548 
evenings)  and  Bob  Wagner  (tel.  849-4454  days,  633-8109 
evenings.)  This  is  another  in  our  series  of  special  field 
trips  covering  the  birding  highlights  of  a  specific  B.O.S. 
Section,  so  bring  your  Section  6  map  and  take  notes.  We 
will  meet  at  6:30  a.m.  at  the  Vermont  and  Busti  entrance  to 
the  Peace  Bridge  (6,45  a.m. "at  the  first  parking  lot  south  of 
the  Peace  Bridge  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  river)  for  the 
drive  down  the  shore  to  Section  6. ■ 


PROGRAM  -  COUNTS 

May  21st  May  Count,  Compiler,  Ken  Ralmas  (tel.  759-8006.)  Call  Ken 
to  obtain  further  information  or  to,  volunteer  to  cover  one 
of  our  28  Sections  for  this  important  annual  census. 
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Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  Fifth  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compiler,  Mr,  David  B,  Freeland,  60  Haymarket  Square, 


East  .Amherst,  New  York 

14051. 
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THE  MONTH 


The  month  of  February  was  incredibly  cold,  even  for  the  Niagara  Frontier* 
with  the  temperature  never  getting  above  the  freezing  points  Only  once,  on  the 
25th,  did  the  temperature  reach  32  (F)  and  temperatures  of  -4°(F)  were  recorded 
on  the  4th  and  5th.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month  was  15«5°(F),  8,9° 
below  normal.  Precipitation  measured  1,36.  .inches  with  only  21,7  inches  of  new 
snow  cover.  However,  with  no  thawing  of  the  heavy  snows  of  January,  the  landscape 
was  bleak  and  demoralizing.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  the  Greater 
Buffalo  International  Airport.) 


Needless  to  say,  the  annual  arrival  of  migrant  geese,  robins  and  icterids 
so  eagerly  anticipated  in  late  February,  did  not  occur.  At  month's  end  there  msxe 
no  harbingers  of  the  vernal  equinox  to  buoy  our  spirits  as  a  glance  at  the  note¬ 
worthy  records  will  attest.  The  month  was  m.ost  notable  for  its  interesting  owl 
observations.  It  was  a  winter  of  large  concentrations  of  Short-eared  Owls  on  the 
Niagara  Peninsula  and  the  Lake  Ontario  plains  of  western  New  York,  apparently  find¬ 
ing  microtine  rodents  at  the  peak  of  their  cyclical  abundance  in  this  region.  The 
Short-eared  Owls  in  the  vicinity  of  Ransom  Road,  on  Grand  Island  became  locally 
notorious.  A  wintering  population  of  approximately  25  birds  invaded  back  yards 
there,  seeking  their  prey  from  perches  on  roof  tops,  garages  and  ornamental  trees 
and  stoically  suffering  the  scrutiny  of  the  amazed  residents  at  close  range  with¬ 
out  flying.  The  B.O.S.  field  trip  led  by  Blayne  Farnan  and  Bob  Somme rville  to  owl 
roosts  in  the  Niagara  Peninsula  of  southern  Ontario  on  February  12th  revealed  a  big 
wintering  population  of  Long-eared  Owls  in  the  Red  Pine  plantation  on  Town  Line 
Road  near  Dunnville. 

On  February  4th,  Robert  Andrle  led  a  group  of  local  birders  to  the  Lake 
Ontario  waterfront  of  Toronto  where  they  saw  a  dark  phase  Gryfalcon  which  had  been 
wintering  there.  This  bird  and  a  Great  Cormorant  in  Toronto  Harbor  attracted  bird¬ 
ers  from  all  over  Ontario  and  the  adjacent  lower  states.  The  Gryfalcon  roosted  on 
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the  Monarch  Flour  mill  on  the  waterfront,  just  east  of  the  foot  of  Spadina  Street, 
apparently  sustaining  itself  with  little  difficulty  on  the  wintering  duck  popula¬ 
tion  in  the  vicinity.  It  was  later  found  dead,  in  March,  under  its  perch  at  the 
mill,  of  unknown  causes. 

Other  interesting  records  for  the  month  include  a  Bohemian  Waxwing  seen 
by  Andrle  among  a  flock  of  200  Cedar  Waxwings  and  four  robins  in  a  hawthorne  thick¬ 
et  on  Lakeview  Road  in  the  Town  of  Hamburg  on  February  5th.  An  adult  male  Harlequin 
Duck  itfas  among  15,000  waterfowl  seeking  refuge  from  the  vast  ice  field  of  Lake  Erie 
in  the  open  waters  of  Dunkirk  Harbor  when  it  was  seen  by  Richard  Miga  on  February 
25th.  Robert  Sundell  reported  as  many  as  twenty  House  Finches  visiting  feeders  in 
Jamestown  during  the  month. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Fenmore,  N.Y.  14  217 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  'Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York 
and  Adjacent  Ontario*  (B.C.S,  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent 
files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for. the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 


(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 


Red-necked  Grebe 

Feb. , 

11,26 

1,1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew,  Buck 

«t 

25. 

4 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundells , Kiblers 

Horned  Grebe 

If 

19 

2 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew,  Buck 

91 

25 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundells , Kiblers 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

M 

20 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew 

Great  Blue  Heron 

ff 

.  9 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Rebovich 

Canada  Goose 

ft 

12 

20 

*v  *. 

Pt . Colborne , Ont • 

Somme  rvi lie , Fa  rna  r 
et  al. (BOS) 

ft 

16,18-28 

52,3-1* 

Ft ,  Erie  ,  Ont . 

Somme rvi lie 

ft 

20 

51  Ft.  Erie,0nt, 

Freeland 

Redhead 

ft 

13 

9 

Celoron 

Beal 

Ring-necked  Duck 

ft 

25 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundells , Kiblers 

Lesser  Scaup 

ff 

4 

6 

Niagara  R.,Cnt. 

O'Dell 

Harlequin  Duck 
*King  Eider 

ft 

13 

‘  7 

Celoron 

Beal 

It 

ff 

26 

V  1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundells , Kiblers 

20 

-  1 

Niagara-on- Lake ,0nt. 

Freeland 

White-winged  Scoter 

,  It 

11,19,26  • 

9,15 f22 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew, Buck 

ff 

17 

52 

Yates-Somerset 

Rew,et  al. 

ft 

19 

30  Yates 

Me Kales 

ft 

19 

12 

01c ott 

Me  Kales 

ft 

20 

40 

Niagara-on- La ke , Ont. 

Freeland 

41  - 
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White-winged  Scoter 

Feb. 

25 

9  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundells , Kiblers 

•  1 

25 

2  Shad i gee 

Freeland, et  al. 

II 

25 

20  Ft.  Niagara 

Freeland, et  al« 

Hooded  Merganser 

n 

11 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor  r  . 

Rew, Buck 

II 

20 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Freeland 

Common  Merganser 

II 

11,20,26 

6000; 10, 000 5 12, 000  Dunkirk 

Rew 

II 

20 

8000  Ft. Srie, Ont. 

Freeland 

Red-breasted  Merganser" 

19,20,26 

2000,800,500  Dunkirk 

Rew  . 

11 

20 

1500  Ft.  Erie, Ont, 

Freeland 

Goshawk 

II 

20 

1  Grand  Island 

Freeland 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

•  1 

1 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

m 

20 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

21 

1  Bel vide re 

V.  Pitzrick 

Cooper's  Hawk 

II 

1-28 

1  Cuba  Lake 

.  Scott 

•• 

3,11,27 

1  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

II  . 

7,9,20,21 

1  Kiddleport 

Krogs 

II 

11,12 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

• 

It 

13 

1  North  Tonawanda 

Clemesha 

11 

24 

1  Lyndonville 

G.M.  .Smiths 

If 

25 

1  .Akron 

Rebovich 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

If 

19 

50  Dunnville, Ont. area 

Merritt 

Rough- legged  Hawk 

II 

1,3.10.14 

1,1, 1,1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

It 

4 

1  Red  House  Twp, 

Freeland, et  al. 

> 

II 

8 

1  Cheektowaga 

Freeland 

II 

8 

1  Hinsdale 

Pitzricks 

ii 

11,17,25 

1,2,1  Lyndonville 

G.M.  Smiths 

If 

19 

10  Dunnville , Ont . 

Merritt 

II 

19 

1  Newstead' 

Me Kales 

11 

20 

1  South  Stockton 

Rew 

II 

21 

1  North  Olean 

Pitzricks 

«l 

21 

1  Cuba 

Pitzricks 

•  1 

25 

1  Grand  Island 

Freeland, et  al. 

II 

26 

1  Royalton 

Me Kales 

Marsh  Hawk 

II 

r  .  -  6 

1  Alabama 

Rebovich 

’  ‘ ;  ii 

19 

4  near  Stromness, Ont . 

Merritt 

ii 

19 

1  Porter 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

25 

1  Lyndonville 

G.M. Smiths 

Turkey 

ii 

1-28 

5-10  Amity 

Burtons , J  ordans , 
et  al. 

II 

3 

10  Oak  Orchard  DMA 

Rebovich, Meddaugh 

II 

4,20 

2  near  Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

II 

5 

3  Belmont 

B, Burton 

If 

16 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensm  ith 

*KiH*rar 

II 

13,16 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

Glaucous  Gull 

ft 

11 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Fessler 

ft 

25 

1  Olcott 

Freeland,et  al. 

42 
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Iceland  Gull  Feb. 

11 

2  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Fessler 

tl 

12 

1  Ft, Erie, Ont. 

Somme rville ,Far- 
nan,et  al.(BOS) 

ft 

20 

2  Ft, Erie , Ont. 

•Rre  eland 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

11,26 

180,225  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew 

ft 

25 

65  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Sundells , Kiblers 

L0np!;-eared  Owl  " 

12 

1  Silver  Bay  Rd,,0nt. 

Somme rville ,Far- 
nan,et  al.(BOS) 

tt 

12 

11  Dunnville , Ont • 

Somme rville , Far- 
nan,et  al,  (BOS) 

Short-eared  Cwl 

12 

1  Dunnville , Ont .  i 

Somme rvi lie ,Far- 
nan,et  al.(BOS) 

"  14,17 

,23,28 

5,3,2,11  Lyndonville 

G.M. Smiths 

»» 

19 

15  Grand  Island 

Andrle,  et  al. 

9f 

24 

8  Grand  Island 

Me Kales, Rotes 

»l 

'25 

14  Grand  Island 

Freeland, et  al. 

11 

25 

8  Grand  Island 

bitchells ,Wend- 
lings 

tl 

26 

10  Grand  Island 

Fessler 

* Saw-whet  Owl  " 

21 

1  Oak  Orchard  UFA 

Rebovich,Meddaugh 

Belted  Kingfisher  " 

5,15 

1,1  Belmont 

Bu  rtons 

n 

27 

1  James town 

Beal 

Common  Flicker  " 

1-28 

1  Cheektowaga 

Schwartz 

ft 

5 

1  Scio 

J.  Jordan 

ff 

18 

2  Kiantone  Twp. 

Sund.ell 

f? 

20 

1  Grand  Island 

Freeland 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker" 

6 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

*Red-headed  Woodpecker  " 

11 

1  Porter 

Fessler 

Horned  Lark( subsp, ? )  " 

12 

12  Dunnville , Ont . 

Somme  rville , Far- 
nan,  et  al.(BOS) 

If 

25 

50  Lockport 

Freeland, et  al. 

II 

25 

175  Somerset 

Freeland,  et  al. 

ft 

25 

25  Newfane 

Freeland,  et  al. 

If 

25 

15  Amity 

Pitzricks 

ft 

*Horned  Lark- 

2  6 

38  Gainesville 

Barbers 

(E.a.  alpestris)  " 

17 

12  Porter 

Rew,et  al. 

tt 

19 

29  Porter 

Andrle, et  al. 

tt 

Horned  Lark 

26 

60  Ransomville 

Fe  ssler , Farrell , 
et  al, (BOS) 

(E.a.  praticola)  " 

5,6 

50  Riverside 

Elderkin 

ff 

18 

4  Wilson 

Fessler 

ff 

19 

44  Somerset 

lie  Kales 

tt 

26 

30  Ransomville 

Fessler, Farrell, 
et  al, (BOS) 

43  - 
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Tufted  Titmouse  Feb 

.  1-28 

1  South  Wales 

Bee 

ft 

1-3 

1  Belmont 

Pike 

M 

20 

1  Grand  Island 

Freeland 

Red-breasted.  Nuthatch 

If 

1-28 

1  South  Wales  • 

Bee 

ti 

1-28 

1  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

It 

19 

2  Olcott 

Me  Kales 

Mockingbird. 

If 

3-28 

1  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Somme rville 

American  Robin 

ft 

3 

1  Bethany 

Rebovich 

tt 

5 

4  Hamburg 

Andrles 

ft 

8 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

ft 

19 

1  Grand  Island 

McKales 

tt 

19 

1  Queenston,0nt . 

Andrle,  et  al. 

If 

20 

1  Queens ton, Ont, 

Freeland 

ft 

24 

20  Lyndonville 

G.M.  Smiths 

ft 

28 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

tt 

1 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

rt 

20 

2  Grand.  Island 

Freeland 

* Bohemian  Waxwing 

tt 

20,22 

2,3  Ft.  Erie, Ont, 

Somme rville 

ft 

5 

1  Hamburg 

Andrles 

tt 

5 

2  Hamburg 

Foster , Byron, 
J. Gregory 

Cedar  Waxwing 

ft 

5 

100  Lake view 

O'Dell 

ft 

5 

220  Hamburg 

.Andrles 

M 

13 

50  Derby 

O'Dell 

Northern  Shrike 

tt 

3 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

tt 

4 

1  Red  House  Twp, 

Freeland, et  al 

tt 

A 

1  Hamburg 

Andrles 

it 

6 

1  Depew 

Barbers 

H 

17 

1  Porter 

Re  w ,  e  t  a  1 , 

tt 

18 

1  Olcott 

Merritt 

*  •»  •  *r  1 

it 

19 

1  Porter 

Andrle, et  al. 

tt 

20 

1  Grand  Island 

Freeland 

ft 

23 

1  Lyndonville 

G.M, Smiths 

•i 

25 

1  Somerset 

Freeland, et  al 

ft 

26 

1  Youngstown 

Merritt 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

it 

7,23 

8  Alden 

Wo  If ling 

tt 

J  ...  :  19 

1  Porter 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Red-winged'  Blackbird 

tt 

5 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

v.'  <t:, 

t;  -V  '*1 

tt 

7-10,18-28 

1  Eggertsville 

McKales 

Common  Graclcle 

tt 

,  20 

1  Grand  Island 

Freeland 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

it 

1-28 

1-6  Jamestown 

Sundell 

tt 

16,18-19,27 

10,5,9  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

tt 

18-28 

60  Jamestown 

Sundell 

ft 

19 

3  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Somme rville 

Evening  Grosbeak 

tt 

1-28 

82  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

tt 

1-28 

15-4 5  Belmont 

Burtons 

tt 

1-28 

1-40  South  Wales 

Bee 

tt 

1-28 

25-30  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 
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Evening  Grosbeak 

Purple  Finch 

House  Finch 


Pine  Grosbeak 

*Hoarv  Redpoll 
Common  Redpoll 


Pine  Siskin 


"Noteworthy  Records”  cont. 


Feb. 


1-28 

6-25  Jamestown 

Sundell 

1-28 

5-15  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

1-28 

10  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

9,17,21 

7,1,3  -Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

18 

15  Snyder 

Freeland 

19 

8  Eden 

Fessler 

20 

15  Niagara-on- Lake , Ont • 

Freeland 

1-28 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

1-28 

4-6  Belmont 

Burtons 

19 

1  01c ott 

Me Kales 

25 

1  Olcott 

Freeland, et  al. 

26 

1  Olcott 

Fessler , Farrell, 

. , 

et  al.(BOS) 

1-28 

12-20  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

1-28 

10-20  Cheektowaga 

Schwartz 

1-28 

8-20  Jamestown 

Sundell 

1-28 

1-4  Belmont 

Burtons 

1-28 

2-3  Amherst 

Freeland,  et  al. 

1-28 

1-3  Eggertsville 

Hulls 

1-28 

9  Snyder 

DeKleine 

18 

9  Snyder 

Freeland 

1 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

4 

1  Allegany  State  Park 

Freeland,  et  al. 

11 

9  Pendleton 

Merritt 

1? 

4  East  Amherst 

Freelands 

16 

1  Eggertsville 

Hull 

1-28 

75-350  North  Tonawanda 

Clemesha,Laux 

1-28 

4-40  Cheektowaga 

S  chwartz 

1-28 

20-60  Tonawanda 

Millard 

1-28 

10-35  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

3-28 

249  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

3-28 

7-50  Eggertsville 

Hulls 

3-28 

42  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

4 

120  North  Tonawanda 

Mi  t  c  he  11 ,  We  nd  li  ng 

5-28 

2-36  South  Wales 

Bee 

12-26 

1-50  A lden 

Wolfling 

16 

60  Depew 

Barbers 

1-28 

5-15  North  Tonawanda 

Clemesha,Laux 

1-28 

15-20  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

1-28 

3  South  Wales 

Bee 

1-28,20  . 

2-8,9  Jamestown 

Sundell 

1-28 

4-6  Belmont 

Burtons 

1-23 

1-9  Middleport 

Kr  ogs 

3 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland, et  al. 

4 

4  North  Tonawanda 

Mitchell,  We  ndli ng 

5-10 

1  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

12 

3  Dunnville , Ont . 

Somme rville , Far- 

nan,et  al.(BOS) 
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Fine  Siskin  Feb.  15  2  Tonawanda  ML A 

Rebovich 

If 

16,18,20 

18,2,4  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

ft 

18 

3  Ft,  Frie,Ont. 

Somme rville 

.American  Goldfinch  " 

1-28 

31-175  North  Tonawanda  ! 

Clemesha,Laux 

ft 

1-28 

70-75  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

n 

1-28 

25-40  Belmont 

Bur  tons 

Red  Crossbill  " 

19 

3  Porter 

Andrle,et  al. 

White-winged  Crossbill" 

3 

3  Pendleton 

Clemesha ,Laux, 

If 

20 

9  Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Ruggles 

Freeland 

Rufous-sided  Towhee  " 

1-28 

1  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

Tree  Sparrow  " 

22 

107  Amity  Lake 

Pitz ricks 

Field  Sparrow  " 

1-28 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

If 

1-28 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

If 

1-28. 

1  Liddleport 

Krogs 

VTiite-crowned  Sparrow  " 

1-28 

1-2  Liddleport 

Krogs 

it 

1-28,  . 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

AJhite-throated  Sparroitf" 

1-28 

6  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

If 

1-28 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

ff 

1-28 

1  Middleport 

Krogs 

ff 

1-28 

1  South  Males 

Bee 

ff 

1-28 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

ff 

n 

( 

1  Frewsburg 

Elderkin 

ft 

16 

3  Jamestown 

Elderkin 

ff 

19 

1  Grand  Island 

Andrle,  et  al*. 

ff 

20 

3  Grand  Island 

Freeland 

ft 

26 

1  Porter 

Fessler, Farrell 

Song  Sparrow  " 

1-28 

1  Amity  Lake 

et  al. (BOS) 
Pitsricks 

fl 

1-23 

2  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

fl 

1-28 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

If 

5 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

20 

1  Queenston,Ont, 

Freeland 

II 

20 

1  Grand  Island 

Freeland 

ff 

23-25 

1  Eggertsville 

Hulls 

Lapland  Longspur  " 

5,6 

4  Riverside 

Elderkin 

ff 

11 

2  Porter 

Fessler 

ft 

1? 

6  Porter 

Rew,et  al. 

ff 

18 

24  Lockport 

Merritt 

ff 

19 

6  Porter 

Andrle,et  al. 

If 

25 

2  Lockport 

Freeland, et  al. 

ff 

25 

35  Shadigee 

Freela  nd,et  al 

ff 

26 

24  Ransomville 

Fessler , Farrell 

et  al. (BOS) 
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Snow  Bunting 


Feb. 

2 

500  South  Buffalo 

O'Dell 

If 

5 

75  Alfred  area; 

Klingensmithh 

VI 

5,1 5  100,50  .Angelica 

Burtons , J  ordans 

It 

11 

125  Somerset 

Me Kales 

VI 

11 

50  Porter 

Fessler 

VV 

12 

60  Pt.Colborne ,0nt. 

Somme rville , Far- 
nan,et  al.(BOS) 

If 

25 

50  Lockport 

Freeland,  et  al. 

VI 

25  - 

150  Somerset 

Freeland,  et  al. 

ft 

26 

200  Ransomville 

Fessler , Farrell , 
et  al.  (BOS) 

md  hybrids 

recorded 

previously  this  year 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .•••••  .  •  •  •  •  •  10 

Total  for  year  «.•••••.  •  ••••••••••••••••••••••  112 


l 
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Blue  List  Species  of  the  Niagara  Frontier 

By:  David  B.  Freeland 

(EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  material  was  first  presented  at  the  Society's  March  8,  1978 
membership  meeting.  It  is  reprinted  here  for  the  interest  of  members  who  were  un¬ 
able  to  attend  this  meeting.) 

Developed  by  National  Audubon  Society  in  1972,  the  Blue  List  is  an  "early 
warning  system"  for  declining  bird  species  in  the  traditional  A,0,U,  area.  It  is 
intended  to  pick  up  where  the  government's  List  of  Endangered  Species  leaves  off. 

The  Blue  List  tracks  those  species  more  common  and  often  more  widespread  which,  for 
any  number  of  reasons  known  or  unknown,  appear  to  be  suffering  in  all  or  part  of 
their  range  from  a  noncyclical  decline. 

Data  is  collected  annually  from  Regional  Editors  of  American  Birds  and 
other  kev  respondents  in  all  A.O.TJ,  area  reporting;  regions.  The  idea  is  to  focus 
attention  of  observers  in  all  regions  -  particularly  those  in  which  a  species  seems 
to  be  exhibiting  a  noncyclical  decline  -  to  report  observations  of  that  species. 

•Since  its  inauguration  with  a  tentative  list  in  1972,  each  year  the  Blue 
List  has  been  refined,  added  to,  and  subtracted  from.  The  1978  Blue  List,  National 
Audubon's  eighth,  is  published  in  the  November,  1977  issue  of  American  Birds.  It 
includes  58  species  said  to  be  declining  in  all  or  part  of  their  range.  Of  those 
58  species,  33  are  or  have  been  regularly  observed  in  the  B.O,S,  territory  and  are 
treated  in  this  study. 

In  addition  to  the  official  Blue  List  species,  there  are  some  "near-misses" 
also  treated  in  this  study.  They  include  two  species  of  expressed  concern  in  our 
own  Niagara-Champlain  Region  (Whip-poor-will  and  Short-billed  Marsh  Wren),  plus 
Least  Bittern  and  Black  Duck,  also  considered  by  many  Eastern  observers  to  be  de¬ 
clining  seriously. 

In  trying  to  focus  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  status  of  the  1978  Blue  List 
species,  we  are  fortunate  to  have  five  excellent  yardsticks:  the  B.O.S,  April  Count, 
May  Count  and  October  Count,  conducted  under  similar  conditions  almost  annually  since 
the  mid-1930 ' s ;  the  B.O.S.  Christmas  Count,  conducted  under  similar  conditions 
annually  since  1929?  and  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  Christmas  Count,  conducted  un¬ 
der  similar  conditions  annually  since  1946.  These  five  censuses  provide  a  consis¬ 
tent  base  of  information  we  can  use  to  assess  population  dynamics  of  birds  through¬ 
out  the  Niagara  Frontier. 

Therefore,  to  develop  the  graphs  which  follow,  I  added  the  total  observa¬ 
tions  of  each  Blue  List  species  as  reported  in  the  official  records  of  the  five  cen¬ 
suses  mentioned  above.  For  each  species,  I  lumped  all  1930's  census  statistics  into 
one  grand  total,  divided  by  the  total  number  of  these  censuses  conducted  Muring  the 
1930's,  and  obtained  an  average  number  of  individuals  per  census  for  that  species  in 
the  1930's.  This  process  was  repeated  for  all  five  decades. 

As  a  point  of  interest,  there  are  24  censuses  for  the  1930 's  (including 
the  1929  B.O.S.  Christmas  Count  as  a  convenience),  43  for  the  1940*s,  48  for  the 
1950's,  49  for  the  1960's,  and  40  (to  date)  for  the  1970 *s. 
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On  the  graphs,  decades  are  tracked  across  the  top,  and  number  of  indivi¬ 
duals  per  census  down  the  left  side.  In  assessing  the  information  in  the 
graphs,  these  few  facts  should  be  kept  in  mind: 

1.  Of  necessity,  the  scales  for  number  of  individuals  per  census  vary  on 
many  of  the  graphs.  Therefore,  a  species  with  a  large  graph  scale  (e.g., 
Canvas  back)  may  seem  to  exhibit  a  lesser  population  variance  than  a  spe¬ 
cies  with  a  smaller  graph  scale  (e.g.,  American  Bittern).  With  the  rarer 
species  (King  Rail,  Piping  Plover  and  Dickcissel),  the  representations 
are  particularly  susceptible  to  this  flaw. 

2.  As  a  generality,  data  from  the  1930's  is  considered  less  exact  than  data 
from  succeeding  decades,  due  to  less  consistent  observer  coverage  on  the 
censuses.  Therefore,  one  should  not  automatically  assume  as  accurate  an 
apparent  dramatic  rise  or  fall  between  the  1930's  and  19U0's.  In  fact,  I 
would  recommend  considering  the  19U0*s  as  a  better  beginning  point  for 
evaluating  the  population  trend  of  any  species  covered  by  this  study. 

3.  For  some  species,  the  sole  basis  for  our  data  is  the  B.O.S.  May  Count, 
since  those  species  are  not  normally  present  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  at 
times  of  the  other  censuses.  Still,  all  five  censuses  are  used  in 
determining  the  averages  that  form  the  basis  for  the  graphs. 

In  addition  to  the  graph  data,  for  each  species  I  have  added  a  brief 
synopsis  beneath  that  species'  graph  indicating  current  status  both  nation¬ 
ally  ("NAT")  and  locally  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  ("NF" ). 

As  Compiler  for  the  B.O.S.,  the  natural  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  this 
study  is  to  request  additional  data  from  observers  on  the  Niagara  Frontier. 
The  Blue  List  species  are  of  special  concern  to  us,  or  should  be,  and  all 
observers  are  asked  to  take  special  interest  in  reporting  the  presence  or 
absence  of  Blue  List  species,  or  in  -  initiating  population  studies  for  per¬ 
sonal  research  or  other  purposes. 

60  Haymarket  Square,  East  Amherst,  N.Y.  1U051 


COVERAGE  INCLUDES: 

B.O.S.  April  Count,  1936  through  1977 
(no  data  available  for  1956) 

B.O.S.  May  Count,  1935  through  1977 
(no  data  available  for  1936,  19 U3 
or  196U) 

B.O.S.  October  Count,  1935  through  1977 
(no  data  available  for  1951) 

B.O.S.  Christmas  Count,  1929  through 
1977 

Buffalo  Audubon  Society  Christmas 
Count,  19U6  through  1977 


1978  BLUE  LIST  SPECIES 


NAT  —  Continued  down  in  East,  Mid¬ 
west  despite  1976-77  invasion; 
populations  OK  in  West 


NF  —  Generally  down  in  1970's  ex¬ 
cept  for  winter  of  1976-77 


NAT  —  Our  race  auritus  only  one  on 


Blue  List;  even  there,  only  mid 
continent  populations  are  worry 
NF  --  Evidence  mixed,  may  not  sup 
port  Blue -Lis ting 


AMERICAN  BITTERN 

30*  s  UO’s  50’s  60’s  70’ s 

9 

8 

7 

6 

s 

i, 

3 

2 

1 

NAT  --  Mid-continent  populations 
way  down,  but  Coasts  OK  even 
where  marsh  loss  is  heavy  in  East 


NF  —  Steady  decline,  so  protection 
of  fresh  marsh  habitat  is  vital 


DDT  ban,  but  breeding  statistics 
remain  poor 

NF  —  Our  apparent  rise  supports 
national  trend 


Listing;  coast  populations  OK 


NF  —  Data  shows  major  population 
decline  since  195>0  's  peak;  but  our 
Region  Editor  wants  it  dele ’bed 


CANVAS  BACK 

30»S  UO’s  50‘s  60’s  70's 

1800 

1600 

11*00 

1200 

1000 

800 

600 

1*00 

200 

NAT  —  Support  for  Blue-Listing  is 
waning  except  in  prairie/raountain 
states  and  Florida 


NF  —  Generally  on  increase,  if 
1950’s  peak  was  cyclical 


with  Sharp-shinned  Hawk 
NF  —  Population  pattern  virtually 
carbon-copy  of  Sharp-shin;  must  be 
watched 


NAT  --  Some  improvement  noted,  but 
our  lineatus  race  shotting  dras¬ 
tic  decline  as  breeder 


NF  —  Stable  population  seems  indi¬ 
cated,  but  recent  drop  is  worry 


NAT  —  Breeding  productivity,  if 
not  populations,  improving  with 
DDT  ban |  numbers  may  be  rising 
NF  —  Continued  population  growth, 
consistent  with  national  pattern 


NAT  —  Only  Gulf  Coast  race  paulus 
Blue -Lis ted |  seemingly  abundant 
elsewhere 


NF  —  Obviously  no  problem,  consis¬ 
tent  with  national  picture 


NAT  —  Northwest,  West  populations 
stable,  but  picture  worse  in  East 
NF  —  1970's  statistics  seem  good 
after  period  of  significant  de¬ 
cline;  DDT  ban  may  be  factor 


1977,  but  consensus  unanimous  for 
continued  Blue-Listing 


NF  • —  Data  too  few  for  detailed 
analysis,  but  concern  is  obvious 


KING  RAIL 

30»s  UO's  50»s  60*s  70’s 

0.09 

0.08 

0.07 

0.06 

0.05 

o.oU 

0.03 

0.02 

0.01 

\ 

\ 

\ 

\ 

V 

\ 

\  > 

\ 

V 

\ 

L 

K 

\ 

NAT  —  Poorly  observed  species,  but 
habitat  destruction  reason  for 
presumed  overall  decline 


NF  —  Data  too  scant  to  draw  con¬ 
clusions,  but  it's  rare  bird  here 


PIPING  PLOVER 

30’s  UO’s  50’s  60's  70»s 

o.uo 

0.35 

0.30 

0.2^ 

0*20 

o.ij 

0.10 

0.05 

0.00 

NAT  —  East  Coast  habitat  distur¬ 
bance  and  loss  is  causing  heavy 
population  decline  similar  to  our 
circumcinctus  race’s  decline 
NF  —  Data  scant,  but  supportive 


NAT  —  1973  Blue  List  addition; 
Northeast,  Great  Lakes  editors 
feel  numbers  declining 


NF  —  Doesn’t  support  Blue-Listing 
except  for  drop  in  last  10  years 


off  Blue  List;  only  Western  occi- 
dentalis  being  monitored 
MF  —  Populations  stable,  consis¬ 
tent  with  americanus  decision 


UPLAND  SANDPIPER 

30’s  UO’s  50»s  60’s  70’s 

U*5 

U.c 

*3  c 

3.C 

o  c 

c.  ©  v 

2.C 

1.5 

l.C 

0.5 

NAT  —  U.S.,  Canadian  prairies  OK, 
but  serious  habitat  loss  else¬ 
where  in  its  range 
NF  ■ —  Relatively  OK,  but  drop  in 
last  decade  may  be  alarming 


breeder  drop-off  in  many  regions 


NF  —  Precipitous  decline  strongly 
supports  Blue -Li sting;  must  be 
more  closely  monitored  here 


west  feel  populations  OK;  else¬ 
where  unanimous  for  Blue-Listing 
NF  —  Not  much  data,  but  past  de¬ 
cade  * s  drop-off  looks  serious 


NAT  —  Exhibiting  widespread  prob 
lems  in  most  regions 
NF  —  Excellent  winter  here  in 
1977-78;  local  picture  OK,  if 
I960 1 s  peak  discounted 


RED-HEADED  WOODPECKER 
_ 30»s  UO’s  $0's  60's  70»s 

I8f 

16- 
Hl- 
12- 
10- 
8 
6 

h 

2 


NAT  —  Increasing  slightly  in  many 
regions,  but  still  below  histori¬ 
cal  population  densities 
NF  —  Little  problem  evident  in  our 
area 


PURPLE  MARTIN 

30*  s  UO's  90*s  60‘s  70’s 

27C 

2HC 

21C 

18c 

15C 

120 

9C 

6C 

3C 

NAT  —  West  unanimous  for  Blue- 
Listing,  East  almost  unanimous 
to  drop  it 

NF  —  No  cause  for  concern;  effects 
of  early  1970*s  rains  not  lasting 


RUBY- THROATED  HUMMINGBIRD 

30«s  U0»s  50»s  60's  70’s 

16 

H4 

12 

1C 

6 

i 

h 

2 

c 

NAT  —  1978  Blue  List  addition; 
three  regions  wanted  Blue-Listing 
but  others  indicate  no  problems 
NF  —  Dramatically  increasing  here, 
so  Blue-Listing  not  supported 


NAT  —  Southern  audubonii  race  only 
is  Blue-Listed;  others  showing  no 
decline,  even  increases 
NF  —  Status  locally  is  up,  up  and 
away! 


very  mixed  feelings  nationally 
NF  —  Down  here  still,  but  breeding 
assistance  programs  —  as  on  our 
Southern  Tier  —  are  helping 


West,  Southwest  populations  OK 
NF  —  Definite  problem,  consistent 


with  national  status 


YELLOW  WARBLER 

30's  bO's  50's  60's  70's 

boo 

350 

300 

250 

200 

150 

100 

50 

0 

NAT  —  Enigma  since  it  is  such  a 
common  species  generally;  but 
Western  morcomi  race  in  trouble 
NF  —  No  problem  foreseen;  Region 
Editor  wants  it  definitely  deleted 


basis  of  steady  breeding  decline 
in  three  regions  from  Eastern 


mountains  across  Mid -America 
NF  —  Dramatically  increasing  here 


periphery  of  range  apparently  de¬ 
clining;  but  is  it  cyclical? 

NF  —  Drop-off  evident  between 
I960 ' s  and  1970's;  must  watch 


DICKCISSEL 

30's  UO's  ^O's  $0»s  70 »s 

0.09 

0.08 

0.07 

0.06 

0.05 

O.Oli 

0.03 

0.02 

0.01 

NAT  —  1978  Blue  List  addition,  on 
basis  of  evidence  in  two  major 
regions  and  annual  5-percent  drop 
on  Breeding  Bird  Surveys 
NF  —  Rare  here,  and  data  scant 


with  long,  steady  drop-off;  habi¬ 
tat  destruction  probable  cause 
NF  —  Obviously  in  serious  trouble, 
deserving  habitat  preservation 


NAT  —  Picture  same  as  with  Grass¬ 
hopper  Sparrow;  near  unanimous 
Blue -List  recommendations 


NF  —  Definitely  in  trouble 


East  and  portions  of  West  show 
dramatic  population  declines 
NF  —  Note  sharp  recent  drop-off 


national  loss  of  wetlands  should 
add  to  this  species*  woes 
NF  —  Real  reason  for  concern  evi¬ 
dent  in  our  figures 


SPECIES  TO  BE  MONITORED  HERE 


NAT  —  Only  one  region  called  for 
Blue-Listing  (three  in  1977) 

NF  —  Obvious  long  and  steady  de¬ 
cline  makes  this  prime  candidate 
for  Blue  List 


WHIP-POOR-WILL 

30's  UO's  5>0’s  60*s  70*  s 

0.9 

0.8 

0.7 

0.6 

0.5 
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0.1 

NAT  —  Barely  missed  Blue  List,  but 
our  region  was  one  of  three  that 
recommended  it  be  included 
NF  —  Population  levels  low,  but 
little  actual  decline  evident 


NAT  —  Three  regions,  including  our 
own,  recommended  Blue-Listing,  so 
national  concern  is  mounting 
NF  —  Looks  like  Blue -List  species, 
but  this  is  always  elusive  bird 
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ORGA NIZA TION  .ACTIVITIES 


B .  0 ,  S ,  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 


FEBRUARY  12  —  A  throng  of  25,  including  cars  from  Hamilton  and  Burlington  were 
greated  by  cold,  brisk  wind  and  few  birds  as  we  started  the  Niagara  Peninsula  "owl 
trip."  An  Iceland  Gull  on  shore  ice  at  Fort  Erie  and  numerous  waterfowl  occupied 
eyes  as  the  10-car  caravan  maneuvered  along  Lake  Erie.  A  coniferous  grove  near  Gas¬ 
line  brought  us  our  first  Long-eared  Cwl,  Many  small  feathers  on  the  snow  gave 
evidence  of  some  predator* s  lunch*  Sixty  Snow  Buntings  graced  a  rooftop  antenna 
west  of  Port  Colborne,  and  soon  we  were  at  a  second  coniferous  woods,  near  Long 
Beach*  Two  Great  Horned  Owls  emerged.  Beyond  Dunnville  a  stand  of  conifers  at 
once  yielded  2  Long-eared  Owls  which,  upon  alighting,  flushed  seven  more.  A  Short¬ 
eared  Owl  soon  joined  in  the  ones  circling  the  treetops,  but  two  others  sat  and 
blinked  in  amazement  at  us.  A  small  group  of  Pine  Siskins  was  also  in  the  woods. 

In  transit,  we  counted  16  Red-tailed  Hawks  and  a  flock  of  12  Horned  Larks.  -  A  Sharp- 
shinned  Hawk,  doradji-  J  upside  down  in  a  Scotch  pine  about  eight  feet  from  the  ground, 
still  clutching  a  branch  with  one  foot,  made  us  wonder  if  we  weren*t  the  only  ones 
who  were  unable  to  find  the  small  birds, 

—  Bob  Somme rville  &  Blayne  Farnan 

FEBRUARY  26  —  Another  cold,  clear  day  greeted.  16  brave  souls  for  a  search  of 
the  Lake  Ontario  shore  from  Lewiston  to  Golden  Hill  State  Park.  Supposedly  "staked- 
out"  Long-eared  and  Great  Horned  Owls  didn't  heed  our  advance  notice,  and  a  fresh 
snow  cover  prevented  sparrows  and  finches  from  feeding  at  roadside  as  they  had  for 
the  previous  week.  One  highlight  occurred  on  Ransomville  Road  near  Youngstox^n  Road, 
where  we  closely  approached  60  Northern  and  30  Prairie  Horned  Larks,  200  Snow  Bunt¬ 
ings  and  24  Lapland  Longspurs,  feeding  in  the  field.  We  also  found  White-winged 
Scoters  at  Lewiston,  White-throated  Sparrow  near  Fort  Niagara,  and  a  brightly  color¬ 
ed  male  Purple  Finch  at  an  Olcott  feeder.  A  total  of  29  species  was  noted, 

—  Jerry  Farrell  &  Ed  Fessler 


NOTES 

The  Eastern  Wild  Turkey  in  Genesee  County 


On  February  3rd,  1978  the  writer  and  Ollie  Meddaugh,  a  wildlife  techni¬ 
cian  with  the  N.Y.  State  Department  of  Environmental  Conservation,  saw  ten  wild 
turkeys  (Neleagris  gallopavo  silvestris)  feeding  in  a  com  field  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Albion  Road,  south  of  Oak  Orchard  Creek  in  the  Town  of  Oakfield  in  Genesee 
County,  We  identified  the  birds  as  part  of  a  total  of  twenty-one  wild  turkeys  re¬ 
leased  in  that  vicinity,  on  an  experimental  basis,  by  the  Department  of  Environmen¬ 
tal  Conservation  between  August  25th,  1977  and  January  15th,  1978.  The  birds  had 
been  observed  feeding  in  this  and  adjacent  corn  fields  on  the  southern  edge  of  the 
Oak  Orchard  Wildlife  Management  Area  and  we  assumed  that  they  were  roosting  in  a 
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The  Eastern  Wild  Turkey  in  Genesee  County,  cont. 

cedar  swamp,  not  far  distant.  Later  in  the  month,  I  participated  in  an  aerial  sur¬ 
vey  of  the  area  to  count  the  number  of  wintering  deer  and  I  observed  one  turkey 
about  four  miles  southeast  of  the  original  release  site.  .Although  we  circled  at 
about  500  feet,  we  were  unable  to  discern  the  orange  wipg  band  which  would  indicate 
that  it  was  one  of  our  birds.  This  was  one  of  the  first  positive  indications  that 
the  turkevs  were  scattering,  lie  had  reliable  but  unconfirmed  reports  of  turkeys 
elsewhere  in  the  vicinity  before,  this  sighting  from  the  air.  On  Larch  15th,  there 
was  a  report  of  five  or  six  turkeys  in  the  area  of  East  Oakfield  in  Genesee  County, 
so  it  would  appear  that  some  have  left  the  Oak  Orchard  area  and  chances  of  them 
returning  to  the  original  release  site  are  remote.  It  is  assumed  that  the  severe 
winter,  with  deep  snow  burying  much  of  the  standing  corn  and  the  large  deer  herd 
eating  most  of  the  remainder,  has  forced  the  turkeys  to  disperse  and  seek  food  in 
other  areas.  One  bird  was  recovered,  weakened  by  starvation,  and  died  a  few  days 
later.  We  also  attempted  to  retrieve  a  second  turkey,  an  adult  male  in  an  emaciateo 
condition,  but  he  eluded  us  as  our  snowshoes  were  too  cumbersome  for  the  task. Follow¬ 
ing  these  episodes,  the  D.E.C.  scattered  ears  of  corn  in  the  vicinity  where  the 
birds  had  been  seen,  hoping  to  help  the  remainder  survive  the  winter. 

The  specific  information  on  the  release  of  the  birds  is  as  follows: 

3  adults  (2  males,  1  female)  -5  .  .  - 

3  adults  (3  females) 

3  adults,  7  juveniles  (1  adult  male,,  2  adult  females, 

3  juvenile  males  &  4  juvenile 
females) 

2  adults,  3  juveniles  (2  adult  females,  1  juvenile  male  & 

2  juvenile  females) 

We  are  certain  that  of  the  twentv-one  birds  released,  3  are  dead.  All 
ofv the  birds  were  released  in  the  Oak  Orchard  Wildlife  Management  .Area  south  of 
what  is  known  as  Windmill  Harsh.  None  were  released  on  the  Iroquois  National 
Wildlife  Refuge.  These  birds  Ttfere  tagged  with  a  fluorescent  orange  streamer  about 
3  inches  long  and.  should  be  visible  from  a  distance  with  binoculars'';'  Anyone  in  the 
field  in  Orleans  or  Genesee  counties  and  sighting  a  turkey,  is.requested  to  call 
the  writer  at  home  at  542-4301  or  Ollie  Heddaugh  at  798-14-70  (office)  or  Dan  Carroll 
at  542-5351  (office).  We  would  like  to  know  the  date  and  location  (road,  township 
and  county)  of  the  sighting.  '  -  •  -•  '•  ^  ' 

This  was  the  first  attempt  of  the  Department  of  Environmental  Conserva¬ 
tion  to  extend  the  range  of  the  Eastern  Wild  Turkey  to  the  Lake  Ontario  Plain  in 
New  fork  State.  The  Oak  Orchard  area  was  chosen  because  of  the  relative  security 
it  offers  against  wanton  shooting  and.  other  dangers.  If  there  is  at  least  partial 
success,  other  wild  turkeys  will  be  introduced  b3^  the  "trap  and  transfer"  method. 

William  Rebovich,  6365  Lleadville  Road,Middleport,  N.Y„  14105 


Release  #1  -  08/25/77 
Release  #2  -  09/16/77 
Release  #3  -  10/20/77 


Release  #4  -  01/15/78 
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Information  Requested  on  the  Breeding  Status  of  the  Northern  Harrier 

(harsh  Hawk)  in  New  York  State 

The  Endangered  Species  Unit  of  the  New  York  State  Department  of  Environ¬ 
mental  Conservation  is  conducting  a  statewide  nesting  survey  of  the  harrier  in  an 
attempt  to  determine  its  present  status  in  New  York  State,  Information  is  needed 
on  locations  of  nest  sites  (historical  or  presently  active),  reproductive  success, 
and  sightings  of  harriers  during  the  nesting  season.  Summaries  of  migration  data, 
if  available,  will  also  be  helpful.  Any  information  provided  will  be  extremely 
useful  in  our  efforts  and  much  appreciated.  Please  direct  any  information  to: 

Harrier  Survey 
Endangered  Species  Unit 
Wildlife  Resources  Center 
Delmar,  N.Y.  12054 
(516)  457-7484 

-  PHCGRfiTt  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise,  noted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  through  June,  inclusive,  in  the  Society's 
club  rooms  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science, 

June  14th  Picnic  meeting  at  Old  Fort  Erie,  Fort  Erie,  Ontario  at  6:30  p,m. 

Bring  picnic  supper.  Report  on  May  Bird  Count. 

Have  a  pleasant  summer  I 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

June  18th:  Field  trip  to  Section  23* ••"Where  to  Find  Birds  in  Section  23," 

Co-leaders,  Bob  Sundell  (tel,  485-179 7,  Jamestown)  and  Elizabeth 
Pillsbur:/  (tel,  484-0859 1  Jamestown),  This  is  another  of  our 
trips  covering  the  birding  highlights  of  a  single  B.O.S,  Section, 
so  bring  your  Section  23  map  and  take  notes.  We  will  meet  at 
7:15  a.m.  at  the  Mobil  servi.ce  station  on  Route  60  just  south 
of  the  Route  17  Expressway  underpass,  on  the  northern  outskirts 
of  Jamestown,  This  means  leaving  the  Thruway  at  the  Fredonia- 
Dunkirk  exit,  then  following  Route  60  south  to  the  Route  17 
Expressway,  a  drive  of  75-plus  minutes  from  Seneca  Mall,  West 
Seneca,  Members  wishing  to  car-pool  from  Seneca  Mall  should 
meet  in  front  of  Hengerer's  at  6:00  a.m. 
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PROGRAM  -  PICNIC 

July  8th;  Field  day  for  B.O.S.  members  and  friends  at  the  cottage 

of  Fran  Rew  (tel.  822-0342,  evenings),  Lewis  Road,  Town 
of  Charlotte,  Chautauqua  County.  .All  are  welcome  any¬ 
time  from  12:00  Noon  on,  so  bring  picnic  lunch  and/or  y 
picnic  supper  and  stay  as  long  as  you  like, to  bird  or 
whatever.  Anyone  wishing  to  camp  overnight  is  welcome. 
Refer  to  coordinates  3-17  on  your  B.O.S.  Section  21  map 
for  the  location  of  Fran's  cottage.  From  the  Thruway, 
follow  Route  60  south  to  Cassadage.  At  the  Catholic 
church,  turn  left  on  Cassadaga  Road  and  proceed  approxi¬ 
mately  six  miles  to  Rood  Road,  the  first  hardtop  to  the 
right.  Turn  right  on  Rood  Road  and  proceed  one  and 
three-quarters  miles  to  Cook  Road,  at  a  maroon  barn. 

Turn  left  on  Cook  Road  and  drive  to  the  top  of  the  hill, 
where  you  turn  right  on  Lewis  Road.  Fran's  cottage  is 
the  only  dwelling  on  Lewis  Road . 


Notify  the  Treasurer:  Mrs.  Doris  O'Malley 

760  Main  Street 

Niagara  Falls,  New  York  14301 

Available  from  the  Treasurer  for  $.50  per  copy. 

$5.00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

Joseph  F.  Thill 
36  Allegany  Avenue 
Kenmore,  New  York  14217 


This  issue  of  The  Prothonotary  was  printed  with  the  cooperation  of  the 
Department  of  Biology  of  the  State  University  College  at  Buffalo. 
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THE  T  TOT-.1 


March  was  cool  with  the  temperature  never  exceeding  55°  (F)  all  month. 

^he  period  began  and  ended  with  cold  temperatures,  a  -2°(F)  reading  being  recorded 
on  the  2nd.  Precipitation  measured  only  1,72  inches,  a  departure  of  -1.13  inches 
from  the  norm,  with  5*8  inches  of  new  snow,  most  of  which  fell  during  a  period  of 
unsettled  weather  on  Parch  3rd.  There  were  no  major  weather  disturbances  during 
the  month.  (I  eteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.' 


Because  of  the  persistent  sub-normal  temperatures  of  early  March,  the" 
arrival  of  the  early  spring  migrants  was  generally  delayed.  By  mid-month,  most  of 
the  smaller  ponds  and.  sinks  in  the  wetlands  east  of  Buffalo  were  still  frozen  over 
and  devoid  of  waterfowl.  In  the  first  big  land  bird  flight  of  the  season  on  March 
20th,  Richard  Broi-mstein  reported  ‘thousands'  of  Red-winged  Blackbirds  and  other 
icterids  passing  the  look-out  at  Pine hurst  on  the  Old  Lake  Shore  Road  in  the  Town 
of  Hamburg.  On  that  date  also,  under  sunny  skies  with  warm  southerly  -winds,  Walter 
Klabunde  counted  566  hawks,  including  52?  Red-tails  at  the  hawk  look-out  on  the 
Niagara  Escarpment  at  Grimsby,  Ontario,  Many  reports  of  small  flocks  of  robins 
were  received  on  the  21st  and  22nd.  In  spite  of  the  weather,  flocks  of  Canada 
Geese  and  Whistling  Swans  were  reported  passing  through  the  area  all  monthhwith  a 
maximum  count  of  78,000  geese  in  the  Oak  Orchard  area  on  March  17th#  During  the 
B.O.S,  field  trip  to  the  Beaver  Meadow  Refuge  on  March  19th,  the  participants,  were 
treated  to  the  unusual  sight  of  a  flock  of  nine  Canada  Geese  being  led  by  four 
Whistling  Swans  over  the  Town  of  Java. 


Earlier  in  the  month,  with  no  sign  of  winter  abating,  Robert  Andrle  and 
his  party  made  two  trips  to  the  Niagara  Peninsula  of  Southern  Ontario  in  search  of 
owls.  On  March  5th,  they  visited  the  Town  Line  Road  woods  in  the  town  of  Dunnville, 
the  scene  of  a  successful  owl  foray  during  a  B.O.S.  field  trip  in  February,  and 
found  14  long-eared  Owls  in  the  Red  Pine  plantation  there.  An  additional  11  birds 
of  this  species  were  flushed  from  a  spruce  grove  on  the  lake  shore  road  between 
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Mohawk  Point  and  Rock  Point  on  Lake  Erie  in  the  Toxin  of  Dunnville.  They  returned 
to  the  latter  location  on  the  12th  and  "15  or  16"  Long-eared  Oils  and  a  Great 
Horned  Owl  were  put  to  flight  in  this  grove.  Cn  that  date  also,  these  bird-watchers 
had  the  good  fortune  to  find  two  Gray  Partridge  in  an  orchard  near  Eeamsville  .  in 
the  To>m  of  Lincoln,  x>rest  of  St.  Catherine's  in  Ontario. 


There  were  many  other  interesting  records  during  March.  A  Hoary  Redpoll, 
part  of  a  flock  of  approximately  25  Common  Redpolls,  visited  the  feeder  in  the 
yard  of  ,Alice  and  Bill  Me  Kale  where  it  was  seen  by  many  local  bird-watchers.  The 
major  irruption  of  redpolls  Khich  was  probably  the  major  ornithological  phenom¬ 
enon  of  the  winter  on  the  Niagara  Frontier,  continued  in  March  with  several  flocks 
of  from  100  to  200  birds  being  reported.  On  March  24th,  Frances  Rew  and  Alice 
Ulrich  were  thrilled  to  see  an  immature  Bald  Eagle  stoop  and  scatter  a  flock  of 
Black  Ducks  in  Dunkirk  Harbor.  Also  on  the  24th,  Walter  Klabunde  observed  an 
immature  Golden  Eagle  over  the  hawk  look-out  at  Grimsby,  Ontario  and  was  fortunate 
in  seeing  yet  a  second  immature  bird  of  this  species  flying  over  Creek  Road  in  the 
Town  of  Porter  near  Youngstown,  on  March  31st. 

Joseph  F,  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  14217 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORD? 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  'Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario"  (B.O.S,  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  -permanent  files 
of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 


Horned  Grebe  March 
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Great  Blue  Heron 
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O’Dell 

It 

29 

2  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

If 

30 

6  Belfast 

Burtons 

ft 

3.0 

2  Tonaxtfanda  MV 

Rebovich 

Redhead 

If 

18 

88  Celoron 

Sundell 

Ring; -necked  Duck 

If 

18 

1  Port  Tfeller ,0nt • 

Freeland 

If 

31F 

200  Conewango  Twp* 

Sundell, 

Richardson 

Lesser  Scaup 

fl 

2?F 

13  Delaware  Park 

Freeland 

If 

31 

10  Tonawanda  MV 

Schaffner , A .Clark 

LRiite-winged  Scoter 

If 

16,19 

1  Times  Beach 

O’Dell 

-  • 

II 

18 

1  Celoron 

Sundell 

Ruddy  Duck 

II 

18 

5  Niagara-on- Lake , Ont • 

Freeland 

II 

24F,30 

1,4  Celoron 

Sundell 

ft 

27-31 

1  near  Frewsburg 

Elder kins 

Hooded  Liereanser 

If 

18F 

2  Celoron 

Sunde 11 

II 

22 

20  Tonawanda  ME ik 

Rebovich 

If 

25 

50  Conewango  Twp. 

Sundell, 

Rich  ardson 

II 

30 

60  Randolph 

Elderkins 

v Turkey  Vulture 

11 

24F 

2  Collins 

O’Dell 

If 

24F 

1  Iroquois  NLJR 

Schaffner 

ft 

24F, 

1  Alabama 

Schaffner 

If 

26 

1  Iroquois  NVR 

Andrle , Foster, 
e  t  • 

ff 

27 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

II 

28 

1  near  Frex^sburg 

Elderkins 

If 

30,31 

7,23  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

If 

30 

2  Oak  Orchard  MMA 

Rebovich 

Goshai'jk 

it 

31 

1  Sunset  Bay 

Re  w ,  Fra  nk ,  Ulr  i  c  h 

Share-shinned  Hawk 

"  1, 

17,18,26 

1  Farmersville  Sta  t 

D.  Clark 

II 

1,8,31 

1,1,1  Fima 

Forsberg 

II 

r* 

5 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

If 

11 

1  Jerusalem  Corners 

Andrles 

11 

19 

1  Bliss 

Andrle , Junkin, 
et  al.(BOS) 

f  f 

31 

2  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

Cooper* s  Hawk 

"  1 

,4,13,14 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

If 

1,10 

1  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

ff 

1-15 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

ff 

4 

1  Jamestown 

Sundell 

It 

5 

1  ITilliamsville 

Mendlings 

11 

7,22 

1,4  Lyndonville 

G.N. Smiths 

ft 

11,19,21 

1  Iiiddleport 

Krogs 

ii 

22 

1  Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

ft 

30,31 

2,2  YoungstoX'jn 

Klabundes 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

If 

30,31 

38,89  Young stox-m 

Klabundes 
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Red- should e red  Hawk 

March 

5F 

1  Stromness,Ont, 

Andrle,  et  al. 

fl 

17-30 

1-2  Elma  l*' 

Forsberg 

If 

22 

1  Eden  '■'l 

Freeland 

If 

23 

1  Amity  Lake 

V,  Pitzrick 

n 

30,31 

25,32  Youngstown 

Klabunde s 

If 

30 

1  Evangola  S.P. 

O'Dell 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

If 

3 

1  Uilliamsville 

Freeland 

«f 

5 

1  Dunnville , Oht , 

Andrle,et  al. 

"  5 

,14-17,20 

1,1,1  .Alfred  area 

TGLingensmith 

"10 

,12,24,31 

4, 3,2, 5  Lyndonville 

G.M.  Smiths 

ft 

11 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

It 

18 

1  Grand  Islaind 

Freeland 

n 

18 

1  St .  David ' s , Ont , 

Freeland 

n 

24 

'  6  Kent  Switch 

Rew,TTlrich 

it 

25 

2  .Attica  Center 

>  Hulls 

it 

25,31 

3,1  Conewango  Tup. 

{ 

Sundell, 

Richardson 

ft 

26 

1  Napoli 

Chappies 

it 

29 

1  Allenburg  Bog 

N,  Chappie 

n 

30,31 

1,10  Youngstown 

Klabunde s 

Bald  Eagle 

ft 

31 

7  South  Dayton 

Rew, Frank, Ulrich 

ft 

24 

1  (imm.)  Dunkirk 

Rew, Ulrich 

Marsh  Hawk 

it 

5 

2  Stromness,0nt , 

Andrle,  et  al. 

n 

18 

1  Elma 

Danner 

it 

19 

1  Bliss 

Junkin,et  al,, 
(EOS) 

it 

25,31 

1,1  Conawango  Twp. 

Sundell, 

Richardson 

tt 

31 

1  Youngstown  -  . 

Klabunde s 

'Gray  Partridge 

it 

12 

2  Lincoln  Twp., Ont. 

Foster, Andrle , 
et  al. 

Turkey 

tt 

6,12 

10,15  Angelica 

Burtons , Jordans 

tt 

.24 

1  Allenberg  Bog 

Chappies 

American  Coot 

tt 

18 

12  Celoron 

Sundell 

it 

22 

2  T’ona wanda  *  FIA. 

Rebovich 

Killdeer 

it 

11 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

it 

12 

1  Sheldon 

Freelands 

»i 

25 

20  Cuba 

Burtons  ,M.  Jordan 

American  Mood cock 

ti 

18-31 

1-2  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

ii 

22-28 

1  Lyndonville 

G.  If.  Smiths 

Common  Snipe 

ti 

31F 

1  Tonawanda  MRA 

Rebovich 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

it 

16f 

1  near  Frewsburg 

Elder kins 

Pectoral  .Sandpiper 

it 

28F 

3  Frewsburg 

Fillsbury, 

Elder kin 

Glacous  Gull 

ii 

4 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew 

Iceland  Gull 

ii 

12 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Klabunde s 

it 

18 

1  Sir  Adam  Beck, Ont. 

Freeland 
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Bonaparte's  Gull  Iiarch 

17F 

1  Buffalo  (Squaw  Is.) 

Freeland 

II 

23 

4  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

Snowy  Owl 

If 

5,12 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

11,12 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Foster,  et  al. 

II 

16 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Long-eared  Owl 

If 

5; 12  14 

,11,12  Dunnville , Ont . 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Short-eared  Owl 

II 

8-18,2? 

1-12,1  Lyndonville 

G.M.  Smiths 

If 

12 

2  Somerset 

Me  Kales 

Belted  Kingfisher 

II 

1-31 

1-2  Scio-Belmont 

Burto  ns 

1? 

18F 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

19 

1  T‘Jyoming  County 

Junkin,et  al. 

(BOS) 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

If 

12 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

lie  Kales 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

II 

12 

2  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Andrle, et  al. 

''Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

6F 

1  Williamsville 

Wend lings 

Horned  Lark 

(E.a.alpestris) 

n 

4 

65  Carroll  Twp. 

Sundell 

If 

12,23 

1,1  Amity 

Fitz ricks 

If 

18 

2  Elma 

Danner 

If 

24  . 

20  Collins 

O'Dell 

*Tree  Swallow 

If 

25 

2  Iroauois  NWR 

Rebovich 

II 

26 

?  Tonawanda-Oak  Orchard 

K  Jim's 

Andrle , Foster , 

et  al. 

II 

2? 

5  Iroquois  NWR 

Orfeo,  Walker 

If 

30 

8  Randolph 

Elderkins 

Common  Crow 

If 

18 

70  (mig.)  L. Ontario  Shore, 

Ont. 

Freeland 

Tufted  Titmouse 

II 

1-31 

1  South  Wales 

Bee 

II 

1-31 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

8-31 

1-2  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

II 

5-31 

1-2  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

II 

15,19,22 

2,1,1  Elma 

Forsberg 

Mockingbird 

?! 

3,7-11 

1  Ft.  Erie,  Ont. 

Somme rvi lie 

& 

It 

12 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Eastern  Bluebird 

n 

21F 

3  Frex-isburg 

Elderkins 

It 

23-31 

2  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

ft 

26 

1  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

G.M.  Smiths 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

II 

4 

1  .Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

vj/ 

If 

9 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Water  Pipit 

If 

24f 

15  Collins 

O'Dell 

Northern  Shrike 

II 

6 

1  Widdleport 

H.  Krog 

II 

7 

1  Ransomeville 

Klabunde s 

It 

8 

1  Porter 

Schaffner 

If 

9-31 

1-3  Lyndonville 

G.M.  Smiths 

II 

17 

1  Depew 

Barbers 

If 

25,2? 

1  AHenberg  Bog 

J.  Chappie 

If 

25 

1  Orangeville 

Hulls 

It 

31 

2  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Schaffner, A .Clark 
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Loggerhead  Shrike 

Larch 

27F 

1  Barre 

Walker ,0rfeo 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

t! 

23P 

8  Amity 

Pitzricks 

If 

24 

10  Collins 

O'Dell 

II 

24 

15  Belvidere 

Scott 

II 

24 

22  Cherry  Creek 

Rew,  TCLrich 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

II 

12F: 

1  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

ff 

12 

1  North  Java 

Freeland ,et  al. 

II 

14 

40  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

II 

25 

1000  Cuba 

Burtons ,M, Jordan 

Rusty  Blackbird 

II 

21F 

1  Frewsburg 

Elder kins 

If 

22 

1  Amity  Lake 

V.  Fitzrick 

Common  Crackle 

II 

13F 

1  Eggertsville 

He  Kales 

If 

15 

1  Busti 

Elderkins 

Brown-headed,  Cowbird 

tl 

5F 

6  Amherst 

Freeland 

n 

14 

1  Worth  Tonawanda 

Cleme  sha ,  Laux 

Evening  Grosbeak 

«i 

1-31 

6-36  South  Wales 

.  Bee 

it 

1-31 

10-35  Belmont 

Burtons 

•i 

1-31 

25-30  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

it 

1-31 

5-20  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

ii 

1-31 

20  Jamestown 

Sundell 

n 

1-31 

2-3  Farmersville  Sta. 

D.  Clark 

ii 

1-31 

12  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

ii 

5-19 

3-20  Stannards 

Graves 

n 

7-31 

1-8  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

ii 

19 

20  Beaver  Meadow 

Junkin,et  al. 
(BOS) 

f! 

22 

1  Eden 

Freeland 

tt 

27 

17  Dayton 

J, Chap pie 

Fur pie  Finch 

II 

1-31 

3-5  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

5,25,26 

3,1,2  Jamestown 

Sundell 

II 

22 

1  Cuba  Lake 

S  cott 

House  Finch 

If 

1-31 

2-8  Jamestown 

Sundell 

If 

1-31 

8-12  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

II 

1-31 

3-4  Cheektowaga 

Schwartz 

II 

1-31 

1-3  Eggertsville 

Hulls 

If 

1-29 

3  Snyder 

DeKleine 

II 

4,20 

2,1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Hoary  Redpoll 

3-13,14,15-30 

1,2,1  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

II 

10,11,16 

1  Eggertsville 

Hulls 

II 

18 

1  Eggertsville 

Andrle,et  al. 

Common  Redpoll 

II 

1-31 

250-400  North  Tonawanda 

Cleme sha, Laux 

II 

1-31 

104  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

II 

1-30,31  30-60,90  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

II 

1-31 

84  Alfred  area 

Erooks 

II 

3,9 

75  Depew 

Barbers 

Pine  Siskin 

•  1 

1-31 

2-4  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

1-31 

1-4  Jamestown 

Sundell 

II 

1-31 

10-12  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 
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Pine  Siskin, cont.  March 

1-31 

5-10  North  Tonawanda 

Cleme  sha , Laux 

If 

1-31 

3  South  Wales 

Bee 

II 

1-30 

1-8  Hidd.leport 

Krcgs 

II 

1-12 

2  West  Seneca 

Bauer 

II 

7-31 

1-9  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

II 

18 

3  Port  Weller, Ont, 

Freeland 

It 

27 

9  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

II 

28 

2  lyndonville 

G.T'j.  Smiths 

If 

31 

3  Elma 

Forsberg  3 

American  Goldfinch 

II 

1-31 

50-55  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

II 

19 

100  North  Boston 

O'Dell 

Red  Crossbill 

II 

18 

1  Sir  Adam  Beck, Ont, 

Freeland 

fl 

25 

3  Hamburg 

Andrles 

White-winged  Crossbill 

II 

11 

1  Stannards 

Graves 

II 

12 

4  Pendleton 

lie  Kales 

II 

18-20 

1-3  Cheektowaga 

Schwartz 

II 

25 

1  Hamburg 

.A  ndrles 

If 

27 

1  Eggertsville 

Henderson, Egli 

Rufous- sided  Towhee 

II 

1-31 

1  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

Tree  Sparrow 

II 

1-31 

20-60  Middleport 

Krogs 

If 

8 

88  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

Field  Sparrow 

II 

1-12,30 

1  Middleport 

Krogs 

II 

1-31 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

14-28 

1  Lyndonville 

G.  M,  Smiths 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

II 

1-31 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

It 

1-31 

1  Middleport 

Krogs 

II 

23-31 

1  Lyndonville 

G.M.  Smiths 

White-throated  Sparrow 

.  If 

1-31 

2-8  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

IV 

1-31 

1-2  Belmont 

Burtons 

It 

1-31 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

II 

1-31 

1  South  Wales 

Bee 

II 

1-31 

6  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

•  1 

1-31 

1-2  Farmersville  Sta, 

D.  Clark 

IV 

1-6 

1  Middle port 

Krogs 

v» 

11 

14  Sturgeon  Point 

.Andrles 

II 

28 

1  Hamburg 

O'Dell 

It 

31 

2  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Fox  Sparrow 

II 

18F 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

IV 

31 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Lapland  Long spur 

It 

5 

1  Gasline, Ont. 

Foster,  et  al. 

II 

5 

2  Carroll  Twp. 

Sundell 

II 

7 

5  Ransomville 

Klabunde  s 

II 

12 

2  Yates 

Me  Kales 

Snow  Bunting 

IV 

5 

100  Carroll  Twp. 

Sundell 

VI 

5 

150  Gasline, Ont, 

Foster, et  al. 

II 

6 

25  Belvidere 

Burtons , J ordans 
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Snow  Bunting,  cont.  March  7  500  Ransomville  Klabundes 

"  11  2  South  Wales  Bee 

"  12  125  Yates  he Kales 

"  24  100  Collins  O'Dell 

"  25  50  Orangeville  Hulls 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year  •••...  112 

Species,  subspecies  and  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  •  .  .  19 

Total  for  year  . . . . .  »  •  •  •  131 


WHERE  TO  FIND  THE  BIRDS  IN  6.0.5.  SECTION  #4 

Compiled  by:  Edward  Fessler 

r* *  . 

Editor's  Vote:  This  is  a  continuation  of  the  series  of  occasional  articles  which 

was  inaugurated  in  the  February,  1978  issue  of  this  newsletter,  describing  the  best 
places  to  find  birds  in  the  sectional  divisions  of  our  study  area.  This  article 
should  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the  map  o^  the  section  described  as  the  co-ordi¬ 
nates  pinpointing  the  location  of  a  particularly  good.birding  spotf  refer  to  a  lo¬ 
cale  on  one  of  the  twenty-eight  individual  section  maps  published  as -a  set  by  the 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society, 

Map  Coordinate  Area  Name /Habitat  Roads  Comments 

B-13  Golden  Hill  State  Park  Lower  Lake  Road  Excellent  location  for. 

viewing  the  Lake  Ontario 
Flyway  in  Spring  &  Fall 
for  waterfowl  5 also  good 
for  landbird  migration, 

C-10  &  11  Somerset  Gun  Club  •  Johnson  Creek  Large  mixed  deciduous  & 

Road, East  &  West  evergreen  woods  ;Good. 

for  landbirds  included 
T  =* '  Red- headed ,  Red-bellied 

•  .  ■  8c  Fileated  Woodpeckers 

all  year, 

B—17  Private  evergreen  woods  Lower  Lake  Road  Good  landbird  migration, 

8  adjacent  corn  fields  Spring  &  Fall; also  many 

geese  in  fields  in  spring 
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Map  Coordinate  Area  Name /Habitat  Roads 


D-8  Ponds  Acorn  fields  N.E. corner  of 

Hartland  Road  & 
Lake  Road (N.Y.18 ) 

D,E-1  Krull  Park, 01c ott  N.Y.Rte  18, 

North  &.  South 


G-5,6 


G-10 


H,  1-7 


J-3 


Second  growth  -mixed  Dublin  Road 

woods  . 

Town  of  Hartland 

Private  Pond  Toxmline  Road, 

Town  of  Hartland  .  '  ^  mile  east  of 

Quaker  Road 

Mixed  wooded  area, 

Town  of  Hartland 

Private  plant  nursery 
Town  of  Newfane 


Ditch  Road, 
both  sides 

Hatter  Road 
both  sides 


D-8, 9 


D-4 


Pasture  and  woodland 
Town  of  Hartland 


Cemetery 

LockportjN.Y. 


Quaker  Road  be¬ 
tween  Slayton 
Settlemtn  Rd.  A 
II. S.  #104 

Old  Stone  Road  A 
N,Y.  Rte.  #31 


0—8 


Niagara  County 
Conservation  area 


Ga sport  Road , 

-§-  mile  north  of 
N.Y.  Rte.  #31 


N-9  Wooded  Escarpment 

Town  of  Royalton 


Mountain  Road 


2  ponds  behind  residence 
harboring  waterfowl, 
Spring  A  Fall, 

North  side  of  road, park- 
like  hardwood  grove  with 
heavy  evergreen  plantinr 
on  south  side; good  place 
for  land-bird  migration 
and  winter  finches. 

Good  habitat  for  land- 
bird  s , Spring , Summer  A 
Fall. 

Entrance  on  south  side ; 

5  acre  pond  with  cat¬ 
tails;  Spring  &  Fall. 

D.E.C.  Dump  area. 


Evergreen  hedgerows, 

Fall  &  winter  only; 
wintering  finches  in 
good  numbers. 

La ndbirds, Spring, summer, 
and  Fall  along  east 
branch  of  18  Mile  Creek , 


Evergreens  along  border 
of  cemetery  attractive 
to  birds, Spring  A  Fall, 

East  branch,  18  Mile 
Creek  A  pond?  also  de¬ 
ciduous  woods.  Land- 
birds,  all  year. 

Landbird  migration, 
Spring  &  Fall, 
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Map  Coordinate  .Area  Name /Habitat  Roads  Comments 

M— 15  Town  of  Shelb3^  Salt  Works  Road  Brushy  area  along 

branches  of  Johnson* s 
Creek. 

84  Willowgreen  Drive,  Tonawanda,  N.Y,  14150 


Map  Coordinate 
-  E-2 


C-6 


1  HERE  to  FIND  THE  BIRDS  IN  B.O.S.  SECTION  #5 

Compiled  by:  Alice  E,  TrLrich 
Area  Name /Habitat  Roads  Comments 


Sbadigee,Town  of  Yates  Terminus  of  County  Clear , unobstructed  view 

,  f -  Line  Road, North  of  of  Lake  Ontario  from 
Lake  Road  parking  lot;  loons, 

rf  eese  S-  diving  ducks, 

° Spring  &  Fall. 


Lake  Road  y  Lake  Road 

Town  of  Yates 


Fallow  fields  on  both 
sides  of  road.  Excellent 
for  wintering  b&wks.oFlL 
and  finches  such  as  long 
spurs  &  Snow  Bunting; 
Fall  &  Winter 


D-9  Lake  Shore  Road 


N.Y.  Rte .#18  See  C-6 


F-2  to  D-8  '  Lyndonville  to  Kuckville  Yates  Center  Rd.  Roads  follow  bank  of 

to  N.Y.  Ete*#l8  Johnson's  Creek  which 

is  lined  with  willows  & 
■  ,f  other  hardwoods; good 

general  birding, Spring , 
Summer  &  Fall. 


C-8  Lakeside  Summer  Colony  Turn  left  off  of  High  cliff  at  end  of 

Toitfn  of  Carleton  Lake  Road  on  Har-  traffic  loop  has  foot 

bor-Lakeside  Road,  path  leading  down  to 
cross  bridge  over  shore  of  lake.  In  addi- 
creek  &  turn  right. tion  to  magnificent  view 

of  lake  &  waterfowl  froti 
cliff,  the  path  is  well 
wooded  with’  many  land- 
birds,  Fall, Winter  & 
Spring.  NOTE:  No  public 
parking  on  Colony  Road . 
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Hap  Coordinate  Area  Name /Habitat  Road s 


Comments 


C-10 


C-10 


Albion  Water  Treatment 
Plant 


N.Y.  Rte.#l8- 
Turn  left  toward 
lake 


Excellent t  paved  park¬ 
ing  lot  10-12  feet 
above  lake  offers  a 
more  distant  view 
offshore . 


Town  of  Carle ton 


N.Y.  Rte.#18  £ 
Oak  Orchard  River 
Road 


Excellent  site  for  win¬ 
tering  hawks  and  0wls. 
Lake  Ontario  State  Pkwy, 
now  bisects  this  field 
&  may  possibly  effect 
bird  populations • 


C-ll  to  D-ll  Oak  Orchard/  Rd  • 

Town  of  Carleton 


C-ll  Point  Breeze 


J-2  Oak  Orchard  Creek 

Town  of  Ridgeway 


P-2  Lyndonville ; Estate  of 

W.  A.  Smith 


Oak  Orchard  River 
Road 


N.Y.Rte.  #18 
Turn  sharp  left, 
cross  the  bridge 
over  Oak  Orchard 
Creek  to  Rte.#98 
turn  sharp  left  on 
upgrade  &  drive  to 
parking  lot  next 
to  pier. 

N.Y.  Rte.  #104  Creek  wide  at  this 

point  &  makes  a  sharp 
loop  close  to  the 
shoulder  of  highway. 
Good  birding  if  po 
fishermen  around. 

Turn  east  off  Birdwatchers  are  al- 

Rte,#63  (Wain  St.)  ways  welcome  but  it  is 
in  Village  of  courteous  to  stop  at 

Lyndonville  at  bank,  the  house  and  iden- 
If  you  pass  the  large  tify  yourself  as 
pond  on  the  right,  such.  The  large  pond 
you  have  passed  the  and  arboretum  attracts 
entrance .  a  wealth  of  bird 

species  all  year. 


Road  follows  rim  of 
deep  ravine  through 
itfhich  creek  passes  on 
its  way  to  Lake  Ontario 
Wany  Waterfowl  seek  re¬ 
fuge  in  these  back-water 

Estuary  of  Oak  Orchard 
Creek  at  Lake  Ontario. 
Wany^Aicks  &  p  ulls,  Fall 
Winter  &  Spring, 


-  71  - 


Volume  44,  Number  4, "Birr's  -in  B.O.S,  Section  #5"  cont. 

Map  Coordinate  '  Area  Name'/ Habitat  Road s 

F-8  to  G-9  Eagle  Harbor  Road  Moods  Eagle  Harbor  Rd, 


R —2  to  Q— 2 


S-2 


R-2 


R-3  to  s-3 


T-2 


T-3  to  S-3 


U-4  to  IT- 5 


Town  of  Shelby 


Ring-Neck  Pond, 
Iroquois  National 
Mild life  Refuge 

Schoolhouse  Pond 
Iroquois  National 
Wildlife  Refuge 


Iroquois  National 
Wildlife  Refuge 


East  along 
Fletcher  Chapel 
and  East  Shelby 
roads 


Sour  Spring  Rd 


Sour  Spring  Rd. 


Sour  Springs  Rd. 


Mallard  Overlook  Sour  Springs  Rd, 

Iroquois  National  Refuge 


Iroquois  National 
Wildlife  Refuge 


Sour  Springs  Rd 


Oak  Orchard  T#IA 


Knowlesville  Rd. 


Comments 

Big  broad-leaf  woods; 
Excellent  for  land 
birds  both  i  n  Spring 
migration  and  in  summer 
(breeding) 

Open  fields  attract 
Geese  and  other  water- 
fowl  in  early  Spring 
and  variety  of  'inches 
in  T'jinter. 

Excellent  viewing  of 
Waterfowl  &  shorebirds 
Spring  and  Fall, 

Ma  te  r f ow ,  Spr i ng  & 

Fall {nesting  Ruddy  and 
Mood  Ducks  seen  from 
dike  in  summer. 

Series  of  3  ponds  on 
east  side  of  road  when 
driving  south  on  this 
road {variety  of  water- 
f owl , s hore -bird  s  and 
narsh  Birds,  Spring, 
Summer  and  Fall. 

East  side  of  road, first 
house  beyond  overlook 
is  entrance  to  trail 
into  very  wet  woods; 

Pine  Grosbeaks  found 
budding  here  in  winter. 

Met  woods  along  east 
side  of  Sour  Springs  Rd; 
Prothonotar.y  Warblers 
have  been  seen  &  heard 
in  last  few  years. 

Ponds  on  Knowlesville 
Road  attract  large  var¬ 
iety  of  waterfowl  in 
early  Spring,.; 


-  72  - 


Volume  44,  Number  4  "Birds  in  B.-O.S,  'Section  #5"  cont. 


Map  Coordinate  Area  Name /Habitat  Roads  7  Comments 

T-5  to  V-7  Oak  Orchard  WMA  Knowlesville  Rd.  Trail  on  dike  starts 

to  Albion  Rd.  on  Knowlesville  Rd. 

and  proceeds  accross 
open  water  to  Hind mill 
Karsh  and  exits  through 
gate  on  Albion  Road* 

Knowlesville  Rd.  Parking  lot  and  marked. 

entrance  to  trail  itfhich 
passes  through  wet  woods 
on  wooden  boardwalk 
affording  excellent 
views  of  many  species 
of  birds,  including 
Prothonotary  Warbler 
which  nests  here; 

Barred  Owl  easily  call¬ 
ed  up  from  adjoining 
woods . 


T-5  Swallow  Hollow  Trail 

Oak  Orchard  Game  llanage- 
ment  area 


S-8 


ToX'm  of  Barre 


Albion  -West  Another  wet  woods ;call- 

Parre  Roads  ed  * Cerulean  Woods*  as 

this  uncommon  Warbler 
breeds  here. 


T-9  Town  of  Alabama 


T-8  to  U-7  Stafford’s  Pond 

Oak  Orchard  WHA 


T-7 


Oak  Orchard  WMA 


Fisher  Road 


Albion  Road 


Albion  Road 


Follow  Fisher  Road 
across  Oak  Orchard 
Creek  and  adjoining 
swamp.  Excellent  views 
of  geese  ,d.ucks  &  ^and- 
birds , 

Heavy  concentration 
ofg;eese  and  d  'ucks 
in  Spring; ample  park¬ 
ing  facilities* 

Evergreen  plantation 
including  larch  trees; 
winter  Finches r • Long¬ 
eared  Owl,  Across  the 
road  near  field  ..house, 
is  observation  tower : 
which  is  sometimes  un¬ 
locked  &  accessible. 
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U-10  to  T-10  Town  of  Alabama  Graham  Road 


V-6  Town  of  Alabama 


Lockport- 
Lewiston  Road 


V-5  Town  of  Alabama 


Ham  Road 


V-12  to  17-12  Town  of  Alabama  Lockport- 

'Lewiston  Road 


Comments 


Fields  and  hedgrows  on 
both  sides  excellent 
for  Land  Bir^  studv; 
all  year. 

Deep  in  woods  south  of 
road-one  of  few  remain¬ 
ing  sites  in  western 
M.Y  for  Rhododendron, 

Heavy  concentration  of 
gsese  in  fields  in 
Spring . 

Shorebirds  in  muckland 
fields  near  Elba, Spring 
&  Fall. 


193  LaSalle  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14214 


B.O.Sa  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 


MARCH  19  —  Despite  cloudy  skies,  windy  conditions  and  a  lack  of  spring 
weather  yet  this  year,  24  people  turned  out  for  the  Section  15  Exploration.  It 
was  still  winter  for  sure  in  Wyoming  County,  and  one  Robin  and  20  Red-winged  Black¬ 
birds  were  the  only  signs  of  spring  passerines.  The  trip  covered  Beaver  Meadow  and 
Rose  Acres  Refuges,  Java  Lake  (frozen?)  and  several  areas  east  of  Java  Center.  One 
Ruffed  Grouse  was  flushed,  and  a  small  flock  of  9  Canada  Geese  and  4  T-Jhistling  Swans 
made  the  day  worthwhile.  About  30  Prairie  Horned  Larks  were  observed,  many  on  nest¬ 
ing  territories,  and  the  list  of  25  species  included  Sharp-shinned  and  harsh  Hawks. 
Co-leader  Dave  Bigelow  was  unfortunately  under  the  weather  and  had  to  spend  the  day 
in',  his  house.  The  trip  ended  in  a  driving  snow  squall,  typical  of  this  spring's 
weather. 

—  Dave  Junkin 


NOTES 


International  Shorebird.  Survey 


An  International  Shorebird  Survey  has  been  organized  by  the  Canadian 
Wildlife  Service  and  Hanomet  Bird  Observatory  since  1974  to  obtain  information  on 
migration  and  to  document  areas  of  major  importance.  1978  will  be  th  e  fifth  and 
final  year  of  the  project.  Observers  who  may  be  able  to  participate  in  regular 
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counts  of  shorebirds  in  spring  and  fall  migration  or  during  the  winter  in  wintering 
areas  are  asked  to  contact  one  of  those  named  below*  Occasional  counts  made  on  an 
irregular  basis  are  welcome.  For  Canada,  contact  R.I.G.  I'lorrison,  Canadian  Wild¬ 
life  Service,  2721  Highway  31 i  Ottawa,  Ontario  KEG  3Z7l  for  the  U.S, , Caribbean 
Islands,  and  Central  and  South  .America,  contact  Brian  A.  Harrington,  Manomet  Bird 
Observatory,  Manomet,  Massachusetts  02345. 

Purple  Nhrtin  Color-Marking  Project 

A  continent-wide  Purple  Martin  color-marking  project  was  begun  in  1977. 
Observers  are  asked  to  look  for  and  report  color-marked  martins.  Please  record  the 
color  of  the  wing  tags  or  bands,  which  leg  was  banded,  age  and/or  sex,  where  and 
when  seen,  and  whether  bird  is  in  a  roost,  staging  flock,  migratory  flock,  or  at  a 
nest  site  (nesting  or  scouting).  There  is  a  special  interest  in  movement  of  young 
birds  relative  to  parental  and  nearby  colonies.  Report  to  Kathleen  Klimkiewicz, 
Bird  Banding  Laboratory,  Laurel,  Maryland  20811, 

Shorebird  Color-Marking  Project 


The  Canadian  Wildlife  Service  has  color-marked  over  30,000  shorebirds  in 
James  Bay  in  the  past  3  years.  Valuable  information  on  migration  routes  and  strate¬ 
gies  is  being  obtained.  Observers  are  again  asked  to  report  any  dyed  or  color- 
banded  shorebirds.  Reports  should  include  details  of  species,  place,  date,  color 
marks,  and  if  possible  notes  on  other  shorebirds .present ,  If  dyed,  record  color 
and  area  marked.  For  color  and  standard  bands,  record  which  leg,  whether  above  or 
below  "knee",  colors  involved  (yellow  or  light  blue),  and  relative  position  of 
bands.  Report  to  R.I.G,  Morrison,  Canadian  Wildlife  Service,  2721  Highway  31» 
Ottawa,  Ontario  KIG  3Z7. 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  noted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wed¬ 
nesdays  of  each  month,  September  through  June,  inclusive,  in  the  Society’s  club 
room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science , 

Program  for  September  to  be  announced ,  Have  a  pleasant  summer! 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


July  30th;  Field  trip  to  Hamilton  area . , , "Shorebirding  at  the  End 

of  the  Lake."  Co-leaders,  Bob  Curry  (tel.  416-648-689 5 
at  Hamilton)  and  Joe  Thill  (tel.  877-7257).  We  will  ' 
meet  at  7:30  A,M,  at  the  corner  of  Vermont  and  Busti 
Avenues  near  the  Peace  Bridge. 
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August  13th s  Field  trip  to  Montezuma  National  Wildlife  Refuge... 

"Where  the  Eagles  Fly."  Co-leaders,  Dave  Wilcove 
(tel.  833-0680)  and  Bill  Burch  (tel.  773-3690). 

1Te  will  meet  in  front  of  Citibank,  Transittown  Wall, 
Main  Street  at  Transit  Road  north  of  Thruway  Exit  49  » 
at  7s 00  a.m.  Return  by  early  evening.  Call  leaders 
for  further  information. 

August  27th:  Field  trip  to  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie . » '.'Shore- 

birding  with  Old  Friends  and  New",  a  joint  outing 
with  members  of  the  Genesee  Ornithological  Society, 
Rochester.  Co-leaders, Bob  Andrle  (tel,  649-5893) 
an^  Bob  Spahn  (tel,  671-5690  at  Rochester),  We 
will  meet  at  Times  Peach,  Old  Puhrmann  Boulevard 
near  the  Buffalo  Coast  Guard  Station,  at  700  a.m,, 
then  meet  the  G.0.S,  group  at  Old  Fort  Erie  at 
9  sOO . 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS; 


RACK  ISSUE: 
SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE; 


Notify  the  Treasurer:  Mrs,  Doris  0*Malley 

760  Main  Street 

Niagara  Falls,  New  York  14301 
Available  from  the  Treasurer  for  $.50  per  copy, 

$5.00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 


EDITOR: 


Joseph  F.  Thill 
36  Allegany  Avenue 
Kenmore,  New  York  14217 


This  issue  oP  The  Prothonotary  was  printed  with  the  cooperation  of  the 
Department  of  Biology  of  the  State  University  College  at  Buffalo. 
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THE  MONTH 

April  was  cool  and  dry  with  the  last  eight  days  of  the  month  character¬ 
ized  by  clear  skies  and  sunshine,  although  prevailing  winds  were  ’.  northerly  and 
temperatures  below  normal,  as  a  deep  high  pressure  system  stalled  .over  the  region. 
The  early  part  of  the  period  was  more  seasonal  with  the  temperature  briefly  exceed¬ 
ing  70°(F),  for  the  first  time  in  1978,  on  April  4th.  The  average  temperature  for 
the  month  was  42.5°(F),  a  departure  of  -2.4°  from  the  norm,  with  precipitation 
measuring  1.84  inches,  1.31  inches  below  average.  Only  1.8  inches  of  snow  was 
recorded,  mostly  as  flurries  on  the  20th  and  21st,  There  were  no  major  weather 
disturbances,  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International". 
Airport. ) 


Because  of  the  unusually  cool  weather  in  the  last  part  of  the  month, 
land  bird  and  raptor  migration  in  our  study  area  was  generally  disappointing  in 
terms  of  large  numbers  of  individuals  but  .April  1978  will  be  remembered  for:many 
interesting  observations,  especially  in  the  Oak  Orchard  area  east  of  Buffalo.  On 
April  2nd,  3.4  people  on  a  B.O.S,  field  trip  to  the  Oak  Orchard  wetlands  encountered 
a  caravan  of  20  cars  of  bird-watchers  from  the  Rochester  area.  Allen  Klonick  of 
the  Genesee  Ornithological  Society  excitedly  informed  the  Buffalo  group  that  his 
party  had  just  seen  a  Sandhill  Crane  ^lying  over  the  N.Y,  State  Wildlife  Management 
Area  impoundment  on  N.Y.  Route  #77 »  east  of  the  Meadville  Road  in  Genesee  County 
and  one  person,  equipped  with  a  35  mm.  camera  and  300  mm,  lens,  had  the  presence 
of  mind  to  take  a  picture  of  the  bird  in  flight.  The  photograph:  when  developed  and 
submitted  to  our  statisticians  for  scrutiny,  did  not  clearly  show  the  bird's  color 
or  other  characters  which  would  permit  its  use  as  positive  identification  for  pur¬ 
poses  of  a  record,  but  there  is  little  doubt  among  the  bird-watchers  who  saw  this 
creature  but  that  it  was  a  Sandhill  Crane.  Although  Ring-neck  Marsh  on  Sour  Springs 
Road  and  Stafford's  Pond  on  the  Knowlesville  Road  remained  largely  ice-bound  on 
April  2nd,  a  White-f rented  Goose  of  uncertain  race,  was  seen  by  the  B.O.S,  party 
on  .the  ice  at  Ring-neck  Marsh.  On  April  8th,  Dan  Cook  of  Medina  observed  an  adult 
male  Cinnamon  Teal  in  breeding  plumage  in  a  slough  west  of  the  Feeder  Canal  Road, 
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south  of  H.r.  Route  #77  in  the  H.I.  State  Wildlife  Management  Are; a.  was  also 

seen  by  other  local  bird-watchers  but  unfortunately  an  acceptable  erifying  r 
up  of  the  description  of  this  rare  western  visitor  was  not  received.  One  week  later, 
on  April  l6th,  Frances  Rew  and  Lois  Buck  stopped  by  the  grassy  dike  bordering  the 
north  side  of  the  large  tract  of  wetlands  on  the  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Area 
on  the  east  side  of  N.Y.  Route  #77  in  Niagara  County,  to  scrutinize  a  large  flock  of 
Pectoral  Sandpipers.  They  were  thrilled  to  discover  a  partly  black,  male  Ruff,  m 
partial  breeding  plumage,  in  their  company.  The  bird  was  subsequently  photographed 
by  Bill  Rebovich  and  continued  to  be  seen  in  the  locality  until  April  30th  .  Also 
on  April  l6th,  Dave  Freeland  and  his  party  found  a  Barnacle  Goose  among  the  Canada 
Geese  resting  and  feeding  at  the  Cayuga  Pool  in  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Re¬ 
fuge  on  the  west  side  of  Route #77  in  Genesee  County.  As  is  usual,  -during  the  in¬ 
frequent  visits  of  this  species  to  the  Cak  Orchard  area,  the  observer  is  plagued 
with  doubt  as  to  its  status  -  escaped  aviarv  bird  or  feral  wanderer  from  the  Fale- 
arctic  fauna? 


There  were  many  other  interesting  records  in  April.  On  the  1st,  at  Pine- 
hurst  on  the  Old  Lake  Shore  Road  in  the  Town  of  Hamburg,  Robert  Andrle  recorded  a 
flight  of  16,000  icterids  and  robins  between  7:00  and  8; 00  a.m.  before  the  flight 
was  terminated  by  heavy  rain.  In  the  interim,  Andrle  drove  to  Allegany  Road  in  the 
Town  of  Hanover  in  Chautauqua  County  where  he  counted  a  record  122  Turkey  Vultures 
among  150  raptors  of  seven  species  passing  over  there  between  12:30  and  ls30  p.m. 

On  April  9th,  Nate  and  Belle  Minsley  and  Jane  Skrzypek  observed  an  adult  Peregrine 
Falcon  flying  over  New  Oregon  Road  in  the  Town  of  North  Collins  during  the  April 
bird  count.  On  April  11th,  Richard  Brownstein  observed  a  Yellow- throated  Warbler 
among  five  Yellow-rumped  Warblers  at  Point  Gratiot,  near  Dunkirk,  Dave  Freeland 
reported  a  very  early  Common  Nighthawk  over  the  Museum  of  Science  in  Buffalo  on 
April  27th. 

Finally,  mention  must  be  made  here  of  the  unusual  discovery  made  by 
William  Burch  during  the  evening  of  April  8th  when  he  was  attracted  by  the  noise  of 
an  object  striking  a  window  of  his  residence  on  Warner  Drive  on  Grand  Island,  He 
was  amazed  to  recover  the  still  warm  body  of  a  female  Ruffled  Grouse  which  apparently 
struck  the  window  in  one  of  those  wild  nocturnal  flights  characteristic  of  these 
birds  in  Autumn,  It  is  the  first  record  of  the  occurrence  of  this  species  on  Grand 
Island  in  over  forty  years.  The  remains  were  donated  to  the  Buffalo  Society  of 
Natural  Sciences  where,  hopefully,  a  study  skin  will  be  made  for  the  woefully  in¬ 
adequate  series  of  Ruffed  Grouse  specimens  from  the  B.0.S,  study  area  in  its  collec¬ 
tion.  Where  did  the  bird  come  from?  It  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  with  the  ex¬ 
cellent  field  coverage  on  Grand  Island  in  recent  years,,  there  is  no  local  breed¬ 
ing  population  extant  at  present.  The  bird  itself,  which  was  seen  by  the  writer, 
appears  to  have  the  plumage  of  the  "grey"  phase  of  the  race  occuring  in  western 
New  York  and  the  Niagara  Peninsula  of  Southern  Ontario,  Bonasa  umbellus  monticola . 

As  in  all  dichromatic  species,  the  "grey"  and  "red"  phases  of  this  race  occur  in 
all  local  populations  but  the  tendency  for  the  phase  ratio  to  favor  red  in  the 
color  of  the  upper  surface  of  the  tail  and  its  coverts  is  most  pronounced  in  grouse 
in  the  southern  tier  counties  of  New  York  State  while  birds  from  the  Niagara  Penin¬ 
sula  seem  to  this  observer  to  be  predominantly  grey.  My  conclusions  are  the.  result 
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of  casual  field  observations  and,  unfortunately,  the  BSNS  has  no  specimens  whatever 
of  grouse  from  the  Niagara  Peninsula^  of  Southern  Ontario  in  its  study  collection 
to  support  them.  Donation  of  such'  specimens  would  be  most  welcome.  It  must  be 
assumed  that  Mr.  Burch's  grouse  most  probably  reached  Grand  Island  by  flying  across 
the  Niagara  River  from  Southern  Ontario. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  1421? 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  'Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  We  stern u  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario'1  (B.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files 
of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society, 


*  -  Indicates 

first  record 

for  the 

year 

F  -  Indicates 

first  record 

for  the 

migration 

L  -  Indicates 

last  record 

for  the 

migration 

(f)  -  Indicates 

record  from  feeding 

station 

Common  Loon 

April 

4F 

3  Allegheny  Res. 

. . 

it 

4F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Red-necked  Grebe 

H 

8 

1  Langford  Pond 

It 

8 

1  Queenston,  Ont, 

tt 

10 

1  Amherst 

ft 

11 

1  Burgeson  Sanct, 

tt 

12 

1  Burgeson  Sanct, 

t« 

16 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

tt 

22 

1  Cuba 

*Breen  Heron 

ft 

23F,26 

1  Farmersville  Sta, 

tt 

29 

1  Wellsville 

*Great  Egret 

tt 

3 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

tt 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

* Snowy  Egret 

ft 

29-30 

1  Ft .  Erie ,  Ont  • 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

8 

13  Niagara  Falls, Ont 

tt 

8 

1  South  Park 

ft 

12 

1  Tifft  Farm 

tt 

20 

1  Farmersville  Sta. 

it 

22 

2  Tifft  Farm 

tt 

28 

2  Tonawanda  'JMA 

Elder kin 

Olsen 

Rew 

A ndrle, Foster, 
O'Dell,  et  al. 
Freeland 
Richardson 
Elderkin,et  al. 
Rebovich, Morse, 
Freeland, Rew, 
Buck,  et  al. 
Burtons , Brooks , 

et  al, 

D.  Clark 

Burtons 
James, Cook 

Freeland , Rebovich, 

Rew, Buck, et  al, 
Somme rvi lie,  R. 

Gardiner 
Foster , O'Dell, 

A ndrle, et  al, 

Rew 
O'Dell 
D.  Clark 
Andrle,  et  al. 
Rebovich 
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Whistling  Swan 

Canada  Goose 

''Barnacle  Goose 
White-fronted  Goose 

Snow  Goose 


Snow  Goose 
(blue  phase) 


Pintail 

Green-winged  Teal 
Northern  Shove ler 
Ring-necked  Duck 
White-winged  Scoter 


Ruddy  Duck 


Hooded  Merganser 
Turkey  Vulture 


"Noteworthy  Records" • cont. 


April 

,22F 

1  Cuba 

Brooks,  et  al. 

II 

-  *  24 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

II 

.  1-18 

7-68  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

II 

-  1,15 

87,75  Clare nce-Newstead 

Freeland,  et  al. 

1) 

4 

70  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

II 

5 

200  Clarence-Newstead 

Mitchell ,  Wend  lings 

II 

7-8 

150  Clarence-Newstead 

G.D.  Smith 

II 

5 

7800  Clarence-Newstead 

Mitchell  fondlings 

It 

17 

78,000  Oak  Orchard  area 

Horse ,Rebovich, 
Meddaugh 

If 

23 

20,000  Yates-Carlton 

Freeland, et  al, 

(  BOS) 

II 

y  18 

1  Iroquois  NWR  (escape?  )  Freelands, Sier- 

acki, Morse, et  al. 

If 

2 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Re  w,J, Chappie, 
Rebovich  (BOS) 

rt 

2 

4  Oak  Orchard 

Klonicks,et  al. 

19 

7-8 

2  Clarence 

G.D,  Smith 

n 

14,20,21 

5,2,5  Lyndonville 

G.M.  Smith 

•  f 

15 

2  Clarence 

•  Freqland 

ii 

16 

4  Oak  Orchard 

Me Kales 

•t 

17 

2  Clarence 

Schwartz , Hender¬ 
son,  Mi  nsleys 

it 

19 

2  Clarence 

Schaffner 

it 

30 

2  Clarence 

Me  Kales 

Jl 

r  ■  :  2 

2  Oak  Orchard 

Klonicks,et  al. 

it 

16 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Freelands, et  al; 

Me Kales 

n 

17 

1  Clarence 

Schwartz , Hender¬ 
son,  Mi ns leys 

•  f 

2 

250  Oak  Orchard 

Klonicks,  et  al. 

it 

8 

44  Kent  Switch 

Rew 

it 

29,30 

12,14  Tonawanda  WMA 

Krogs, Poland 

it 

1 

45  Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland,  et  al. 

if 

7 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

it 

8 

2  Langford  Pond 

Rew 

ii 

11 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

•  i 

17 

2  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

n 

23 

10  Olcott 

Freeland, Cohen 

it 

2 

2  Oak  Orchard 

Klonicks, et  al. 

ti 

2-6 

1  Riverside 

Elderkin 

if 

10 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

n 

16 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland s,et  al. 

u 

4,8 

60,80  Randolph 

Elderkin 

ii 

1 

122  Allegany  Road 

Andrle,  et  al. 

it 

1 

23  Elma 

Forsberg 

1 1 

1 

6  Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland,  et  al. 

ii 

2 

18  Oak  Orchard 

Klonicks, et  al. 

If 

2 

19  Pembroke 

Andrle,et  al. 

If 

6,18 

26,10  Youngstown 

Klabundes 
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cont. 


Sharp-shinned  Hawk' 


Cooper's  Hawk 


Red-tailed  Hawk 
Red-shouldered  Hawk 

Broad-winced  Hawk 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

Marsh  Hawk 
v Osprey 


April 

1 

1  Barre ' - 

Freeland,. et  al. 

•i 

2 

;  2  Oak  Orchard 

Klonicks, et  al. 

"  6 

,18,19,24 

25,5,9,8,13, 

25 

,26,27,28, 

2,6,4,19  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

29 

II 

15,16 

1,1  near  Allenberg  Bog 

J,  Chappie 

tl 

21 

1  Alfred 

Brooks 

II 

21 

1  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

11 

22,27 

1,1  Times  Beach 

O'Dell 

1? 

22 

1  Tifft  Farm 

O'Dell 

11 

22 

2  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

11 

22 

1  Amity  Lake 

V,  Fitzrick 

II 

23 

1  Carlton 

Freedland,et  al. 

(BOS) 

II 

24 

1  Depextf 

Barbers 

II 

29 

2  Evans 

Freeland, et  al. 

11 

29 

1  Dunkirk 

Freeland,  et  al. 

II 

1 

1  Allegany  Road 

And.rle,et  al. 

II 

2 

2  Oak  Orchard 

Klonicks,  et  al. 

II 

3 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

11 

6 

1  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

II 

7 

1  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

II 

8 

1  Allegany  County 

Mitchell , Bogacki 

12,23 

15 

25 

30 

6 

1 

6 

29F 

29F 

1 

2 


3,4,14,20,21 
6,18,25,26 
"  8 


1  Cuba  Lake 
1  near  Allenburg  Bog 
1  Spring  Brook 
1  Farmersville  Sta,V 
95  Youngstown 
11  Allegany  Road 
9  Youngstown 
98  Hamburg 
30  Youngstown 
1  Iroquois  H 
3  Oak  Orchard 
7, 1,1, 1,1  Lyndonville 
6 ,1,2,2  Youngstown 

1  Allegany  County 


If 

It 

It 

It 

II 

II 


30 

2 

3 

4F 

6,26 

8 


3  Iroquois  NWR 

6  Oak  Orchard 

7  Lyndonville 

1  Alleghency  Res. 
1  Cuba  Lake 
1  Ft .  Erie , Ont • 


8  2  Randolph 

8  2  Wellsville-Belmont 

9  1  Iroquois  NWR 


et  al. 

Scott 
J •  Chappie 
Danner 
D,  Clark 
Klabundes 
Andrle,  et  al, 
Klabunde  s 
Andrles 
Klabundes 
Freeland'’  ,et  al, 
Klonicks,et  al, 
G,!I,  Smith 
Klabundes 
Mitchell , Bogacki , 
et  al  , 

Krogs 

Klonicks,  et  al, 
G.M.  Smith 
Elder kin 
Scott 

Foster , O'Dell, 
Andrle,  et  al. 
Elder kin 
Reynolds 
Olsen 
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"Osprey, cont# 


Peregrine  Falcon 
Ruffed  Grouse 

Crane, sp» 

.American  Woodcock 
Common  Snipe 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 
Pectoral  Sandpiper 

* Dunlin 
*Ruff 


Iceland  Gull 

Boneparte's  Gull 
* Little  Gull 

Common  Tern 
’ Caspian  Tern 


April 

11 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Rebovich 

•  f 

15 

1  East  Randolph 

Chappies 

II 

*  16-30  • 

1  Amity  -Lake 

Pitzricks 

II 

*  16 

1  Allenburg  Bog 

Chappies 

II 

16 

1  Fike 

Bee 

II 

16 , 1? 

1  Farmersville  Sta# 

D#  Clark 

II 

21 

1  Belmont 

Burtdr.s,  Jordan 

II 

22 

1  Cuba 

Burtons , Brooks , 
et  al# 

II 

26 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

30 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Me Kales 

II 

28 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Rebovich 

II 

10 

1  Grand  Island 
(found  dead) 

Ehrch 

•  I 

2 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Klonicks, Meade , 
WatscRf  et  al. 

II 

8 

15  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

It 

6 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

If 

8 

11  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

II 

19F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Jones 

II 

24 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

II 

25F 

1  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Rebovich , Meddaugh 

II 

27 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

II 

1,15 

1,11  Clarence 

Freeland, et  al# 

It 

8-26 

12  Times  Beach 

O'Dell 

II 

16 

15  Tonawanda'  WMA 

Freelands 

II 

15,25 

1,26  Clarence 

Freeland 

II 

15 

2  Clarence 

Freeland 

II 

16 

75  Tonawanda  WMA 

Rebovich, Rew 

II 

•  23F 

1  Yates 

Fre eland, et  al. 
(BOS) 

II 

25 

2  Clarence 

Freeland 

It 

16 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Rew, Buck 

II 

17 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Rebovich , Schrader , 
Cook, Morse , Olsen, 

8  „ 

'  t 

Meddaugh 

•  1 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Andrle,  O'Dell, 
Foster, et  al. 

II 

3-30 

200  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

II 

8 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Andrle , Foster , 
O'Dell,  et  al. 

II 

8F 

1  Queenston,  Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

17 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

II 

22 

2  Times  Beach 

O'Dell 

II 

22 

4  Tifft  Farm 

Andrle,  et  al. 

It 

23 

24  Yates 

Freeland, et  al. 
(BOS) 

II 

23 

3  Shadigee 
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Saw-whet  Cwl  April 

8 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

'Common  Nighthawlc 

fl 

22F 

1  Buffalo 

Freeland 

Chimney  Swift 

II 

27F 

1  Lyndonville 

G.M.  Smith 

II 

28 

1  Arcade 

Freeland 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

It 

8 

1  Allegany  County 

i  dtchell , Bogacki , 

II 

12 

1  Wellsville 

et  al. 

Sc  ott 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

II 

8 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Foster, O'Dell, 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

2 

1  Eggertsville 

et  al. 

Me Kales 

« 

It 

6 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

* Eastern  Phoebe 

It 

IF 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland,  et  al. 

It 

3 

1  Farmersville  Sta. 

D,  Clark 

Horned  Lark 

It 

8 

3  Allegany  County 

Mitchell, Bogacki, 

(E.a.  alpestris) 

Tree  Swallow 

It 

18 

124  Hamburg (Finehurst) 

et  al , 

Schaffner 

*Eank  Swallow 

It 

18F 

1  Hamburg (Pinehurst) 

Schaffner 

Rough-winged  Swallow 

II 

29 

7  Langford  Pond 

Freeland, et  al. 

tl 

19F 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

It 

19 

3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Earn  Swallow 

It 

12 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

*  Purple,  Martin 

It 

10F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

It 

16 

- 1  To  nawand  a  W1  Ik 

Freelands 

Tufted  Titmouse 

It 

1-30 

,1-2  Spring'  Brook 

Danner 

It 

4-16 

~ 1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

#  * 

It 

30 

1  Canadaway  Creek 

Rew,  Buck 

House  Wren 

It 

.  27F 

1  Cheelctowaga 

Freeland 

Carolina  Wren 

It 

.  17 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

It 

1  30 

1  Ft.  Erie, Ont, 

Somme rville 

It 

30 

,  1  Evans 

Freeland 

Mockingbird 

It 

19,21,25 

1,1,1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Brown  Thrasher 

•  1 

11 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

* Hermit  Thrush 

It 

4F 

-1  Times  Beach 

O'Dell 

Eastern  Bluebird 

tt 

1-30 

2-3  Amity  lake 

Fitzricks 

•  * 

II 

21 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Rebovich 

tt 

23 

2  Orangeville 

Hulls 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

fl 

4F 

1  West  Seneca 

O'Dell 

If 

5 

1  Clarence-Newstead 

Mitchell-Wendling: 

It 

11 

\.*20  Times  Beach 

O’Dell 

Ruby- crowned  Kinglet 

ft 

10 

3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Water  Pipit 

It 

,  8 

100  Centerville 

Eurtons , Mitchell , 

ft 

8 

15  Hume 

©t  al. 

Burtons , Bogacki , 

If 

16 

350  Shelby 

et  al. 

He Kales 

ft 

25 

100  Newstead 

Freeland 

Northern  Shrike 

ft 

8 

1  Caneadea 

V,  Pitzrick,Mit- 

chell, Bogacki, 
et  al. 
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Loggerhead  Shrike 

April  ’ 8 

1  Hume 

V,Fitzrick,Nit- 

It 

10 

1  Amherst 

chell,Bogacki, 
et  al, 

Freeland 

Yellow  Warbler 

It 

29F 

1  East  Aurora 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Yell ow-rumpe  d  Warbler  " 

15F 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

fl 

30 

15  Tonawanda  ilWA 

Rebovich, Schrader 

Black- throated  Green 
Warbler 

ft 

30F 

1  Gowanda 

And.rles 

Cerulean  Warbler 

If 

30F 

1  Hamburg 

O'Dell 

Fine  Warbler 

ft 

16F 

1  New  Albion 

J.  Chappie 

•  t 

29 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Andrle,  et  al. 

'Palm  Warbler 

•  1 

28F 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Northern  Waterthrush 

•  t 

2?F 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

"Northern  Oriole 

ff 

26  F 

1  Snyder 

DeKleine 

Rusty  Blackbird 

ff 

4,5 

150,100  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

Evening  Grosbeak 

It 

1-30 

25-30  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

ft 

1-30 

35-2 5  Belmont 

Burtons 

M 

1-30 

20  South  Wales 

Bee 

If 

26 

20-25  Elma 

Danner 

If 

30 

20  Hamburg  , 

O'Dell 

Purple  Finch 

ff 

1-30 

2-10  Farmersville  Sta, 

D.  Clark 

If 

1-30 

4-8  Belmont 

Burtons 

House  Finch 

It 

1-30 

8-10  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

?! 

1-30 

1-8  Eggertsville 

Hulls 

If 

1-30 

10  North  Buffalo 

G.D.  Smith 

II 

1,9,21 

2,1,2  Belmont 

Burtons 

ft 

1,23 

2,3  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

ft 

10 

1  Holland 

Becker 

ft 

13-17,24 

2  Hamburg 

A nd rles 

If 

15,26,27 

4: Snyder 

DeKleine 

if; 

19 

1  Depew 

IJ,  Barber 

Common  Redpoll 

it 

1-10,23-25 

150-300 , 3-5  No • Tpna wanda 

Clemesha,Laux 

it 

1-17,18-29 

45-100,20-1  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

it 

1-24 

2-25  Eggertsville 

Hulls 

ti 

24 

2  Snyder 

DeKleine 

ii 

24 

2  Depew 

Barbers 

Pine  Siskin 

if 

1-30 

2-15  North  Tpnawanda 

Clemesha ,Laux 

if 

1-30 

8-10  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

I! 

13-30  , 

11  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

Red  Crossbill 

ii 

15,30 

1,1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

If 

28 

6  Holland 

Becker 

Rufous- sided  Towhee 

If 

1-30 

1  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

II 

3F 

1  South  Wales 

Bee 

'"Savannah  Sparrow 

If 

IF 

1  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Freeland, et  al. 

ft 

5 

1  Clarence-Newstead 

lidtchell,Wendling 

Vesper  Sparrow 

If 

8F 

1  Allegany  County 

Kite hell , Bogacki , 

If 

10 

2  Alfred  area 

et  al. 

Brooks 

84  - 


Volume  44,  Number  5  "Noteworthy  Records"  cont. 


Tree  Sparrow 

April 

1-30  '  - 

67  Farmersville  Sta, 

D,  Clark 

Field  Sparrow 

It 

1-30 

1-2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

«  £  4 

It 

1-20 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

i» 

7F-10 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

White-crowned  Sparrow  " 

1-30 

1  Middleport 

Krogs 

It 

1-30 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

ft 

29F-30 

2  Ft,  Erie,0nt. 

Somme rville 

White-throated  Sparrow  " 

30 

20  Hamburg 

O’Dell 

Fox  Sparrow 

tl 

3-23 

1-4  Farmersville  Sta, 

D,  Clark 

it 

3,4  • 

1  .Amity  Lake 

Fitzricks 

•  t 

10 

1  .Alfred  area 

Brooks 

•  I 

11 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

ft 

11-12 

3  Times  Beach 

O’Dell 

If 

12 

5  Tifft  Farm 

O’Dell 

• 

ft 

12 

1  Lyndonville 

G,  11.  Smith 

If 

12 

1  Cheektoitfaga 

Schwartz 

tf 

13 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

tl 

14 

1  Forest  Lawn 

O’Dell 

ft 

15 

1  Tona wanda  AJMA. 

Rebovich 

ft . . 

18,2? 

2  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

ft  , 

23 

1  iliddleport 

Krogs 

"'Swamp  Sparrow 

It 

5F-30 

1-3  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Species,  subspecies1 

and  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year  • 

•  •  9  •  •  • 

131 

Species,  subspecies 

and  hybrids  recorded 

this  issue  ,,,,,,  ( 

41 

Total  for  year  •  • 

172 

(-includes  8 

species  from  April 

Count) 

1978  NESTING 

RECORDS  -  1 

.American  Woodcock 

April  30 

N4E  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Great  Horned  0w£ 

tf 

29-30 

ad , ,  2Y0  Mid.dleport 

Krogs 

Horned  Lark 

(E.a,  praticola) 

ft 

30 

ad.,lY0  Clarence 

Me Kales 

I 
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ORGANIZATION  .ACTIVITIES 
Report  of  the  April  Bird  Count 
Dates  April  9»  1978  •  ' 

Compilers:  Pauline  and  Bob  Schwartz 

The  weather  was  sunny  to  partially  cloudy  with  light  Northeast  winds.  The 
temperature  ranged  between  15  degrees  in  the  morning  to  50  degrees  by  late  afternoon, 
Areas  near  the  lakes  and  ponds  were  partially  frozen,  with  snow  still  lingering  in 
the  higher  elevations. 

The  numbers  in  parentheses  following  individual  totals  indicate  Sections 
where  species  were  reported  from  three  or  fewer  Sections.  An  underlined  species 
indicates  that  an  acceptable  verification  report  has  been  received.  An  asterisk 
besides  the  species*  name  indicates  first  record  for  1978  in  the  B.O.S,  Territory. 

-  :.i 

Loons  -  Mergansers 


Common  Loon 

10 

Wood  Duck 

114 

Red-necked  Grebe 

4  (3)(11)(24) 

Redhead 

'  "270' 

Horned  Grebe 

310 

Ring-necked  Duck 

186 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

-  68 

Canvasback 

628 

Great  Blue  Heron 

146 

Greater  Scaup 

3068 

Bl.-cr. Night  Heron 

,  .  .  6  ( 2 ) ( 11 ) 

Lesser  Scaup 

1645 

Whistling  Swan 

432 

scaup, sp. 

315 

Canada  Goose 

H  *  * 

55.254 

Common  Goldeneye 

1367 

Snow  Goose 

2  (4)(10) 

Bufflehead 

1232 

goose , sp. 

18 

Old squaw 

561 

Mallard 

759 

Harlequin  Duck 

1 

(8) 

Black  Duck 

179 

White-winged  Scoter 

82 

Gadwall 

15  (7)(11)(23) 

Black  Scoter 

31 

(3)(5)(9) 

Pintail 

164 

Ruddy  Duck 

15 

Green-winged  Teal 

62 

Hooded  Merganser 

169 

Blue-winged  Teal 

184 

Common  Merganser 

6637 

American  Wigeon 

130 

Re d-br . Me r gan se r 

3419 

Northern  Shoveler 

7  (10)(12)(23) 

duck, sp. 

11 

Vultures 

-  Rails 

Turkey  Vulture 

180 

Marsh  Hawk 

57 

Goshawk 

1  (26) 

^Osprey 

17 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

16 

"Peregrine  Falcon 

1 

(14) 

Cooper's  Hawk 

14 

American  Kestrel 

255 

Red- tailed  Hawk 

353 

Ruffed  Grouse 

30 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

20 

Ring-n,  Pheasant 

23 

Rough-legged.  Hawk 

60 

Turkey 

20 

(13)(27)(28) 

American  Coot 

93 
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Shorebirds  -  Gulls 


Killdeer 

545 

Iceland  Gull 

1  (2) 

American  Woodcock 

42 

Great  Black-b,  Gull 

41 

Common  Snipe 

5? 

Herring  Gull 

1189 

Greater . Yellowlegs 

16 

Ring-billed  Gull 

3896 

>-<Lesser  Yellowlegs 

5 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

583 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

3  (7)(23)(26) 

gull,  sp. 

300 

Common  Tern 

1  (5) 

Doves  -  Flycatchers 

Rock  Dove 

1684 

Common  Flicker 

82 

Mourning  Dove 

817 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

7 

Screech  Owl 

1  (19) 

Redr-bellied  Woodpecker 

19 

Great  Horned  Owl 

8 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

3  (3)(19) 

Barred  Owl 

4  (23) 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker 

5  (?)(11)(28) 

Long-eared  Owl 

7  (6)(?) 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

113 

Saw-whet  Owl 

1  (ID 

Downy  Woodpecker 

307 

Belted  Kingfisher 

82 

Eastern  Phoebe 

86 

Larks  - 

Thrushes 

!•  f 1  *  *• 

Horned  Lark 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

’30 

E.a.alpestris 

22  (6)(13)(20) 

Brown  -  Creeper 

41 

E.a .pr&ticola 

323 

'Winter  Wren 

8  (7)(25)(26) 

Tree  Swallow 

442 

Carolina  Wren 

1  (28) 

Barn  Swallow 

3  (13) (14) 

' Mockingbird 

4 

Blue  Jay 

566 

’“‘Gray  Catbird 

1  (14) 

Common  Crow 

3733 

Brown  Thrasher 

2  (20) (28) 

Bla c k- c .  Chickadee 

1519 

American  Robin 

6407 

Tufted  Titmouse 

17 

Hermit  Thrush 

1  (26) 

White-br •  Nuthatch 

258 

Eastern  Bluebird 

30 

v  V;  ’■ 

Kinglets  - 

. Blackbirds 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

37 

House  Sparrow  - 

3937 

*Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

1  (20) 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

565 

Water  Pipit 

54  v 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

16,364 

Cedar  Waxwing 

73 

Rusty  Blackbird 

267 

Northern  Shrike 

2  (3)(13) 

Common  Grackle 

16,816 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

5 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

3242 

Starling  22,384 
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Fihches-  -  Sparrows 


Cardinal 

593 

Savannah  Sparrow 

48 

Evening  Grosbeak 

992 

Vesper  Sparrow 

29 

Purple  Finch: 

100 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

2207 

House  Finch 

44 

^Tree  Sparroxtf 

1619 

Pine  Grosbeak 

1  (5) 

Chipping  Sparrow 

20 

Hoary  Redpoll 

2  (11) 

Field  Sparrow 

46 

Common  Redpoll 

1312 

White-cr,  Sparrow 

10 

Pine  Siskin 

230 

White-thr •  Sparrow 

111 

American  Goldfinch 

1063 

Fox  Sparroitf 

41 

White-w,  Crossbill 

3  (U) 

Swamp  Sparrow 

15 

Ruf  ou  s- s .  Towhe e 

8  ' 

Song  Sparrow 

2491 

Total  species:  130 

Total  individuals  176,042 

*  > 

Comments:  Over  a  10-year  period,  Whistling  Swan  was  high  (432),  compared  to  the  35 
recorded  in  1973*  Blue-winged  and  Green-winged  Teal  were  both  low,  as  was  Ring¬ 
necked  Buck,  186  this  year  versus  4l6  in  1977*  A  Harlequin  Duck  was  the  first  sighted 
since  1952.  White-winged  Scoter  and  Common  Merganser  were  at  10-year  highs.  Turkey 
Vulture  was  at  an  all-time  high  of  ISO.  Tito  Peregrine  Falcons  were  repor  ted,  as 
were  2  Upland  Sandpipers,  with  the  write-ups.  Common  Tern  was  noteworthy,  as  was  the 
first  Saw-whet  Owl  since  1964.  Blue  Jay,  American  Robin  and  most  blackbirds  were  low, 
but  many  finches  were  at  10-year  highs.  •. 

Territories  and  Observers  (Compilers  are  underlined): 

*  :  .  I 

Is  Fonthill,  Ont,  Arthur  Schaffner. 


2. 


3. 

4c 

5. 

6, 

7, 


Thorold,  Ont, 

Wilson,  N.Y. 
iiiddleport ,  N.Y. 

Oak  Orchard,  N.Y. 

Port  Maitland ,  Ont • 
Lowbanks ,  Ont • 


Ralph  Gardiner,  Denys  Gardiner,  Ronald  Gardiner ,Chauncey 
Wood  ,  Sarah  MTood . 

Harriette  Klabunde,  Walter  Klabunde,  Jerry  Farrell. 

Robert  Andrle,  Patricia  Andrle,  Marcya  Foster. 

Harold  Mitchell,  Brian  Lewandowski,  George  Smith, Joseph 
Stein. 

>  * 

V  ■*. 

Joseph  Thill,  John  Thill 

Robert  Wagner,  Joe  Ghosen,Doug  Happ, Connie  Reger. 

Paul  Sieracki,  Harold  Axtell,  Bob  Klipse, 
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9 . ' &rand  Island ,  F.Y. 

Edward  Fessler,  Russell  Baker,  Nary  Clemesha,  Abby 

Cohen, 'Andrew  Cohen,  Kenneth  Cohen, 

10.  Akron,  N.Y. 

. Kenneth  Raima s,  II,  Lovelace,  Alice  NcKale,  Willard  Mcltale, 

'  John  Horse • 

11.  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

•'David  Freeland,  Carol  Brown,  Chris  Brown,  Debra  Conner, 
Peggy  Daniels,  Rosemary  Daniels,  Jane  Egli,  Gloria 

Gannon,  Nick  George,  Gayle  Girard,  Sylvia  Gowin,  Clare 
Henderson,  Eileen  Hull,  Janet  Kellam,  Alice  McKale, 
Willard  He Kale,  Agnes  Orfeo,  Nary  Saville,  Carl 

Schaefer,  Jeanette  Schaefer,  Robert  Schwartz,  George  D. 
Smith,  Hike  Zebehazy. 

12.  Lancaster,  N.Y„ 

Marie  Wendling,  Anna  Bauer,  Maxine  Barber,  Wavel  Barber, 
Ima  Bill,  Dorothy  Danner,  Fred  Danner,  Ray  Franz, 

Gertrude  Webster,  Cy  Wolf ling,  Mark  Wolf ling. 

13.  Batavia,  N.Y, 

George  Mahaney,  Eileen  Hull,  Robert  Hull,  David  Keller, 
.Marge  Pixley,  Gordon  Salway,  Joseph  Salvador,  David. 
Whitcomb, 

..14 .  Hamburg,  N.Y. 

....  Barbara  Walker,  Lois  Abbott,  Robert  Andrle,  Phyllis 

Hansen,  Jane  Harder,  Betty  Harris,  Barbara  Howard, 

Irma  Kern,  Robert  Leonard,  Lois  Matlock,  Peter  Matlock, 
Belle  Hinsley,  Nat  Hinsley,  Craig  Norris,  Lynn  Rochester, 
Mary  Saville,  Jane  Skrzypek,  Elsie  Webb,  Jane  IJilson; 

East  Aurora  Bird  Club,  Thelma  Pickett,  Bernice  Reinhart, 
May  Ruhl,  Sterling  Ruhl, 

15.  Java,  N.Y. 

David  Junkin,  Esther  Becker,  Marion  Bee,  Peter  Hall, 

Erwin  Konrad,  Emmie  O'Leary,  George  Smith,  Cliff  Stroke, 

l6.  Angola,  N.Y. 

Cynthia  Millard,  Hike  Bergal,  Eva  Paulson,  Gretchen 
Stevenson. 

r 

'  17.  Cattaraugus,  N.Y. 

Carolyn  Frank,  Audrey  Horbett,  Rae  Uhl. 

18.  Dele van,  N.Y. 

Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club,  Don  Clark,  Jane  Clark. 

19.  Fillmore,  N.Y, 

Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Katherine  Palmer,  Faye  Clancy, 
Velma  Baker,  Mrs.  B.E.  Barringer,  Alice  Evans,  Ruth 
Gilman,  Mr,  &  Mrs.  Harland  Hale,  Lois  Harvey,  Nancy 
Hooker,  Mrs.  Andrew  Haynes,  Mr,  &  Mrs.  E.  Howden, 

A  •  ’* 

Marjorie  Main,  Mrs.  J.  Main,  Helen  Ik>rse,  Lintner  Maxson, 

v'  .t. ' 

•T  '  ' 

Jt  .* 

Andrew  Mullen,  Jean  Perry,  Mrs.  D.  Richardson, Laurie 
Richard  son,  Mr.  8c  Mrs.  Emmette  Smith,  Mr.  &  Mrs.O.J, 
Williams,  Larry  Wilson, Mr. &  Mrs,  R.J. Wilson, Ruth  Wilson, 
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20.  Silver  Creek,  NV 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  N«' 

22 .  She rman ,  N . Y . 

23.  Frewsburg,  N.Y.. 

24.  Allegany  S.P.,N. 

25.  Allegany,  N.Y, 

26.  Cuba,  N.Y. 

27.  Bolivar,  N.Y. 

28.  Alfred,  N.Y. 


Count,  cont. 

Frances  Rew,  J.  Andrews,  Richard  liiga ,  James  Parker, 
Pauline  Schwartz,  Alice  Ulrich. 

Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Robert  Sundell,  Douglas 
Carlson,  Kevin- Carlson j  Otto  Carlson,  Cala  Freeman, 

Jennie  Freeman,  Daniel  Lincoln,  Dorothy  Pihlblad,  Nary 
Anne  Reiber,  Carol  Roby, 

Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Robert  Sundell,  Elizabeth 
Rillsbury. 

Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Robert  Sundell,  Eleanor  Bohall, 
Joyce  Bohall,  Violet  Brown,  Elizabeth  Calahane,  Geraldine 
Caswell,  David  Cooney  Sr.,  David  Cooney, Jr ., Flora 
Elderkin,  Theodore  Elderkin,  Annabelle  Hiller,  He  ray 

.  Huston,  Lewis  Kibler,  Stephen  Maggio,  Norman  Narlett, 
Pauline  Narlett,  Helen  McIntyre,  Mrs.  Olan  Newton,  Todd 
Park,  Elizabeth  Pillsbury,  Archie  Richardson, Althea  Young 

•  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club,  John  Forness,  Mary  Forness, 
Lena  Reynolds. 

Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club,  John  Forness,  Mary  Forness, 
Dorothy  Balser,  Steve  Eaton,  Harriette  Hawley,  Arlene 
Johnson,  Louis  Skandor,  Stephanie  Skandor,  James  Van 
,  Scoy,  Regina  Van  Scoy, 

Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Doris  Burton,  Lou  Burton, 

Nr.  &  Mrs.  John  Compton,  Alice  Driscoll,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Milford  Foster,  Mina  Guilford,  Mrs,  Paul  Hand,  Mary 
Jordan,  Gene  Parzych,  Walter  Parzych,  Ann  Scott,  Morris 
Scott,  Bob  Smalley,  Bruce  Smalley,  Mrs.  Bfgnson  Smith, 
Alfred  Voorhies,  Mrs.  Neal  Wilson, 

Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Doris  Burton,  Helen  Apsey, 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Clifford  Carrier,  Joseph  Carrier,  Frances 
DeGroff ,  Carolyn  Graves,  Richard  Graves,  Mr.  &  Mrs, 

Edwin  Hunt,  Carol  Marsh,  Nina  McMindes,  Laine  Pike  & 
Family,  Leo  Fike,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Richmond,  George 
Smith. 

Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Elizabeth  Brooks,  Erma  Larson, 
Vivian  Pitzrick,  Russell  Allen,  Judith  Archer,  Dan 
Babcock,  Jay  Barton  &  Family,  Dorothy  Bayless,  Don 
Brink, Lorna  Brink,  Sonja  Brink,  Tara  Brink,  Vera  Brown, 
Grace  Buckley,  Betty  Burdick,  Carl  Burdick','..  Doris  Bur¬ 
ton,  Lou  Burton,  Vivien  Carr,  Ann  Catlin,Lorri  Chapman, 
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28,  Alfred,  N.Y.  cont.  Dale  Coatd,  Evelyn  Coats,  Jim  Copenheaver,  Susan  Copen- 

heaver,  Susan  Copenheaver,  Ann  Eisenhardt,  Nan  Fiegl, 
Alice  Foster,  Nary  Alice  Fuller,  Paul  Fuller,  Shirley 
Galle,  Jay  Gibson,  Louise  Gibson,  Helen  Graves,  Dolly 
Hawkins,  George  Hawkins,  Benson  Heller,  Fay  Heller, Doris 
Hurlburt,  Viola  Ide,  Claribel  James,  Clarence  Klingen- 
smith,  Robert  Nacauley,  Virginia  Nacauley,  Elsbeth 
McClure,  Ted  McClure,  Cath,y  McDonald,  Martin  McQueen, 

Linn  Phelan,  Sean  Phelan,  Esther  Pitzrick,  Michael  Fitz- 
rick,  Raymond  Pitzrick,  Douglas  Reynolds,  Lois  Reynolds, 
Ona  Reynolds,  Mary  Rosa,  Pauline  Sanford,  Violet  Sharrett, 
Helen  Shear,  Lillian  Simons,  Esther  Smith,  ..Burnadean 
Stein,  Helen  Thomas,  Mrs.  John  Vagell,  Theodore;  Hatkins, 
Allen  Witter ,  Gladys  Witter. 

12  Woodridge  Avenue,  Cheektowaga,  N.Y.  14225 


B.O.S.  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 

APRIL  2  —  The  trip  to  the  Oak  Orchard  area  and  Clarence  Sinks  proved  a 
bonanza  for  waterfowl  enthusiasts,  A  bright  and  sunny,  but  cold,  day  found  15  bird¬ 
ers  at  the  Tonawanda  Overlook  at  8:30  a.m.  Before  we  got  to  our  second  stop  at 
Cayuga  Pool,  we  ran  into  a  visiting  group  from  Rochester,  who  surprised  us 'with  a 
report  of  a  Sandhill  Crane  they  had  seen  fly  over.  Unfortunately,  the  rarity  was 
never  reported  again.  Cur  trip  continued  to  all  the  usual  stops.  A  great  number 
of  Canada  Geese  were  present  along  with  a  good  variety  of  ducks.  One  white-fronted 
Goose  at  Mallard  Overlook  was  a  treat  for  at  least  three  of  our  party,  but  it  left 
in  a  rush  of  wings  with  about  3000  other  geese  before  others  could  get  a  view  of  it. 
Most  of  our  Whistling  Swans  were  seen  at  the  Sinks,  where  more  geese  and  some  ducks 
were  also  present.  In  all,  52  species  were  observed,  waterfowl  dominating, 

—  Bill  Rebovich 

.APRIL  23. —  Eighteen  hopeful  hawk-watchers  from  Buffalo  met  some  40  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Genesee  Ornithological  Society  at  Braddock  Bay,  Rochester,  on  a  sun- 
filled  and  mild  day,  A  "high  sky,"  however,  made  hawk  finding  difficult,  and  an 
absence  oP  southerly  winds  kept  their  numbers  to  a  random  sampling.  A  number  of 
Sharp-shins,  occasional  Marsh  and  Red-tails,  and  a  couple  of  kettles  of  Broad-wings 
occupied  most  attention.  A  mid-morning  side  trip  into  the  interior  paid  off  with  a 
winter-plumaged  Golden  Plover,  singing  Vesper  Sparrow  and  all  six  species  of  swallows 
Returning  home,  upwards  of  30,000  Canada  Geese  were  noted ,- mostly  offshore  in  Lake 
Ontario  but  many  in  "borrow  pit"  ponds  along  the  Lake  Ontario  State  Parkway  east  of 
Point  Breeze.  Caspian  Terns  were  also  in  evidence,  and  one  flock  on  the  ground  near 
Shadigee  numbered  24  birds,  apparently  a  record  high  count  for  the  B.O.S.  Territory, 
The  day's  list  reached  68  species. 

—  Dave  Freeland  and  Neil  &  Laurie  Moon 
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FEDERATION  OF  NEW  YORK  STATE  BI.RD  CLUBS 
31st  ANNUAL  MEETING 

Rochester,  New  York  —  September  22-24,  1978 

Host  Clubs 

Burroughs  -  Audubon  Nature  Club 
Genesee  Ornithological  Society 
Rochester  Birding  Association 

UNLESS  OTHER!' JISE  NOTED,  ALL  EVENTS  ARE  AT  SHERATON  AIRPORT  INN  —  BROOKS  AVENUE  — 

OPPOSITE  AIRPORT 


FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  22 


11s 00  a.m. 
1:30  p.m, 
2:00  p.m. 
500  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 


Registration  begins 

Field  trip  if  enough  non-delegates  are  interested 
Council  of  Delegates  meeting 
Social  Hour  and  Cash  Bar 
Buffet  Dinner 


8:00  -  10:00  p.m. 

8:00  -  9 8.00  p, 


Workshops 

m.  Rehabilitation  of  Sick  and  Injured  Birds 
Mary  and  John  Forness 
Bird  and  Wildlife  Photography 
Dr.  Milton  Goff 


9800  -  10:00  p.m.  Identification  of  Fall  Warblers 

Dr.  Fritz  Scheider 
Use  of  Tape  Recorders  in  Birding 
Dr.  James  Gulledge 


SATURDAY.  SEPTEMBER  23 


6:30  a.m. 
8:45  a.m. 
9i00  a.m. 
12:30  p.m. 
2:00  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 

7:30  p.m. 
8:30  p.m. 


Field  trips  originating  from  Sheraton  Inn  (see  schedule) 

Registration  resumes 

Council  of  Delegates  meeting 

Buffet  Lunch 

Papers  Session 

Open  Bar  Social  Hour  -  University  of  Rochester  Faculty 

Club 

Dinner  -  University  of  Rochester  Faculty  Club 

The  Erna  Anderson  Memorial  Lecture  -  David  B.  Wingate, 

Naturalist,  Bermuda  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries.  "The  Migration  of  Pelagic  Birds'  off 
Bermuda".  Mr.  Wingate  is  an  inte  rnationally  noted 
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naturalist  and  lecturer  best  known  for  his  major 
share  in  the  rediscover  of  the  Bermuda  Petrel  or 
Cahow  after  it  was  considered  extinct.  He  has  a 
reputation  as  an  engaging  lecturer  with  excellent 
pictures  and  material.  This  lecture  will  be  based 
on  new  information  and  pictures  not  previously 
presented  on  the  spectacular  spring  migration  of 
pelagic  birds  past  Bermuda, 

Hoyt  Hall  -  University  of  Rochester  River  Campus 

Quadrangle 

SUNDAY ,  SEPTEMBER  24 

6s 30  a.m.  Field  trips  originating  from  Sheraton  Inn. 

FIELD  TRIP  SCHEDULE 

The  schedule  at  this  time  is  somewhat  tentative.  Last  minute  changes  may 
be  made  to  accomodate  to  the  current  binding  situation. 

Friday  afternoon  —  A  trip  (or  trips)  will  be  arranged  if  enough  interest 

expressed.  Indicate  interest  (see  question  5)» 

Saturday  morning  (for  non-delegates) 

ljlronde quoit  Bay  east  to  Nine  Mile  Point 

2)  Charlotte  Beach  and  Genesee  River  west 

3)  Island  Cottage  Woods  west 

4)  Brad dock  Bay  west 

5)  Hamlin  Beach  State  Park  and  Kendall  area  —  depending  on  whether 
Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  and  Golden  Plovers  are  present, 

6)  Mend on  Ponds  Park 

7)  Hemlock  Lake  —  to  seek  New  York  State's  only  nesting  pair  of 
Bald  Eagles. 

"Quickie "trips  for  delegates  —  returning  by  8s30 

1)  Dura no -Eastman  Park 

2)  Island  Cottage  Woods  —  a  favorite  bird  "trap"  of  Rochester  birders. 

Sunday  -  These  trips  are  flexible  to  accomodate  people  leaving  for  their 
home  destinations. 

1)  Irondequoit  Bay  east  to  Sodus  Bay 

2)  Charlotte  (Genesee  River  mouth)  west  along  Lake  Ontario  to  Point  Breeze 

3)  South  towards  the  "Little  Lakes"  area  including  the  Bald  Eagle  nest 
location 

4)  East  from  Rochester  to  Montezuma  National  Wildlife  Refuge.  This  years 
Bald  Eagles  experimentally  transplanted  to  Montezuma  should  be  fledged 
at  about  this  time. 
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REGISTRATION 


Registration  fee 

If  postmarked  prior  to  September  11 
Under  18  years 
Friday  buffet 
Saturday  luncheon 

Saturday  night  banquet  (prime  ribs) 
Saturday  night  cocktails  (open  bar) 

*  ^Saturday  night  soft  drinks  (or  beer) 

Sunday  box  lunch 


$6.00  for 

(no. persons) 

Total 

$5*00  for 

(no. persons) 

Total 

$3.00  for 

(no, persons) 

Total 

$6.35  for 

(no. persons) 

Total 

$5.00  for 

(no, persons) 

Total 

$8.25  for 

(no. persons) 

Total 

$3. 50/person 

TN0T  per  drink) 

for 

( no. persons) 

Total 

$1.50/person 

(NOT  per  drink) 

for 

(no. persons) 

Total 

$2.25  for 

(no, persons) 

Total 

GRAND  TOTAL 


**FOTE  RE  OPEN  BAR*  Because  the  banquet  is  being  held  at  a  private  facility 
(University  of  Rochester  Faculty  Club)  the  "Happy  Hour"  has  to  be  on  an  open 
bar  basis.  If  you  itfish  liquid  refreshments  before  dinner,  indicate  whether 
you  want  cocktails  or  soft  drinks  (or  beer:)  and  pay  the  indicated  fee  per 
person  (NOT  per  drink).  You'll  be  on  your  honor  to  take  the  type  of  drinks 
you  pay  for  —  and  aren't  we  all  honorable  people? 


TICKETS  FOR  MEALS  WILL  NOT  BE  MAILED.  PICK  UP  AT  REGISTRATION  DESK. 

I  am  enclosing  a  check  (or  money  order)  for  $ _  made  payable  to  Thomas  Tetlow, 

Treasurer,  1978  Federation  Meeting.  Send  this  form  with  your  remittance  as  soon  as 
possible  to: 

Mrs.  Laura  Moon  Phone:  (716)  342-2590 

25  Edgewater  Lane 
Rochester,  New  York  14617 

Meal  reservations  cannot  be  accepted  after  September  15 •  Cancellations  made  after 
September  15  are  subject  to  forfeiture  ofUthe  registration  fee. 

1)  For  whom  are  you  making  reservations  other  than  yourself? 

Name  s _ ■  _ _ 

;2)  Are  you  an  official  delegate?  _  Club  represented 

3)  I  (We )( will)  (will  not)  need  transportation  while  in  Rochester.  For  _ persons. 

4)  If  you  need  transportation  from  your  place  of  arrival,  give  date,  place  & 

time  of  arrival. _ 

if)  Are  you  interested  in  a  Friday  afternoon  field  trip? 

\  1  ' 

Name  Address 
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September  13th: 


September  28th: 


September  9th: 


September  17th: 


PROG  RAH  -  T'EETINGS 

’Summer  Birding  Experiences  of  Members*,  The  annual 
opening  meeting  of  .the  season  features  the  members 
of  the  society  who  are  invited  to  tell  of  their 
summer  -birding  experiences  afield.  Slides,  motion 
pictures  and  other  visual  aids  are  welcome.  Call 
Marcy  Foster  at  648-5454  if  viewing  equipment  is 
needed. 

To  be  announced, 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Special  field  trip  to  the  Laboratory  of  Ornithology 
...  "Cornell  Revisited,"  Co-leaders,  Marcy  Foster 
(tel,  648-5454)  and.  Phyllis  Dague  of  the  Cornell 
University  Peregrine  Fund,  This  is  a  repeat  trip 
for  those  who  were  "snowed  out"  of  our  earlier  visit 
to  Cornell  on  January  21,  Bring  snack  for  the  trip 
down,  lunch  and,  if  you  want  to  purchase  items,  your 
checkbook  (no  credit  cards  accepted).  Also  bring 
your  camera  if  you  want  to  photograph  the  Peregrine 
Falcons  and  Gyrfalcons  through  the  Peregrine  Barn’s 
one-way  glass  (use  high-speed  film  as  the  glass  re¬ 
duces  light  at  least  three  stops).  He  will  meet  and 
car-pool  at  6:30  a,m,  from  the  Charter  House  parking 
lot,  Transit  Road,  Lancaster,  just  north  of  Thruway5 
Exit  49,  Return  to  Buffalo  will  be  late  afternoon. 

Route  will  be  Thruway  to  Exit  42,  then  Route  96  south 
to  Ithaca,  Group  will  first  tour  the  world-famous 
Peregrine  Barn  to  see  the  falcons  and  learn  first¬ 
hand  of  the  Peregrine  restocking  program.  Following 
a  1:00  lunch  on  the  grounds,  we  will  visit  the  Lab¬ 
oratory  of  Ornithology  bookstore  and  art  collection 
(Fuertes,  et  al,)  The  books  and  records  can  be 
purchased,  and  the  art  prints  (from  very  expensive 
signed  prints  to  very  reasonable  unsigned  ones)  are 
a  special  attraction  for  many.  There  will  also  be 
time  to  walk  Sapsucker  Woods  trails  for  resident 
and  migrant  birds. 

Field  trip  to  Section  18  ,.,  "Where  to  Find  Birds, 
in  Section  18,"  Co-leaders,  Don  Clark  (tel,  676- 2176 
at  Farmersville )  and  John  Fornesr  (tel,  372-9468  at 
Cuba),  This  is  another  of  our  Sectional  Explorations, 
so  bring  your  Section  18  map  and  check  out  the  better 
birding  locales  in  this  beautiful  Southern  Tier  section. 
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September  l?th(cont.)  We  will  meet  at  8s 00  a.m.  at  Don  Clark's  home, 

Farmersville •  This  is  approximately  a  one-hour 
trip  from  the  East  Aurora  Farm  cl  Home  Center, 
for  those  who  want  to  meet  there  at  7$00  for 
the  drive  down  to  Section  18.  Follow  Route  16 
south  out  of  East  Aurora,  then  turn  left  on 
Route  98  north  just  before  reaching  Franklinville • 
On  Route  98,  pass  Harwood  Lake  recreational  site 
on  the  right,  proceed  approximately  one  mile  and 
turn  right  on  an  unmarked  dirt  road  (Huyck  Road), 
which  is  the  first  dirt  road  past  a  cemetery.  Then, 
take  the  first  unmarked  dirt  road  to  the  left 
(Hicks  Road),  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  up 
Huyck  Road.,  About  one-half  mile  doim  Hicks  Road, 
watch  for  "Don  &  Jane  Clark"  sign  and  turn  left 
up  their  driveway  to  the  house, 

October  1st:  Boat  trip  into  Lake  Ontario  out  of  Toronto  ... 

"Pelagics?  Yes! "  Co-leaders,  Tom  Hager  (tel. 
839-9757)  ?~nd  the  Ontario  Field  Naturalists. 

The  organizers  of  this  popular  birding  trip 
into  the  lake  have  saved  a  limited  number  of 
spaces  for  E.O.S.  members  on  a  first-come, 
first-served  basis.  This  six-hour  trip  on 
the  Cayuga  11  departs  from  Toronto  at  9s00  a.m. 
to  seek  out  the  migrating  jaegers,  phalaropes, 
gulls  and  waterfowl.  Cost  is  $11  per  person, 
payable  in  advance  to  Tom  Hager,  with  a  reser¬ 
vation  deadline  of  September  8.  Call  Tom  for 
further  details  and  registration  information, 

PROGRAM  -  COUNTS 

October  8th:  Fall  Count.  Compiler  Harriette  Klabunde 

(tel.  754-4424  at  Leitfiston).  Call  Harriette 
to  obtain  further  information  or  to  volunteer 
to  cover  one  of  our  28  sections  for  this  im¬ 
portant  annual  census. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS;  Notify  the  Treasurer:  Mrs,  Doris  O'Malley, 

760  Main  Street,  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  14301 
BACK  ISSUE:  Available  from  the  Treasurer  for  $.50  per  copy, 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $5*00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer, 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Ave , , Kenmore ,  N.Y,  14217 


This  issue  of  The  Prothonotary  was  printed  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Department 
of  Biology  of  the  State  University  College  at  Buffalo. 
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THE  MONTH 

May  was  a  pleasant  month  following  a  demoralizing  first  day  *  of  unseason¬ 
ably  cold  temperatures  and  snow  flurries.  The  cold  spell  lingered  until  the  6th 
and  temperatures  were  then  more  seasonable  through  the  26th  x-ihen  a  prolonged  period 
of  very  warm  and  sunny  weather  persisted  until  month’s  end.  The  high  temperature 
for  the  month, ’89°  (F)  was  recorded  on  the  27th.  The  average  temperature  for  the 
month  was  57.4°  (F),  2^3°  above  normal.  Precipitation  measured  3.95  inches,  0.98 
inches  above  the  norm,  largely  because  of  very  heavy  rainfalls  on  Hay  14th  and  17th 
during  a  prolonged  period  of  unsettled  weather.  There  were  no  major  weather  dis¬ 
turbances.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Air¬ 
port.) 

The  unspringlike  weather  during  the  first  week  of  May  ended  any  hope  of 
a  major  flight  of  raptors  through  our  area  for  this  spring  migration.  On  the  7th» 
when  we  experienced  the  first  southerly  wind  flow  and  warmer  temperatures  of  the 
month,  the  writer  and  his  family  hurried  to  Allegany  Road  in  the  Town  of  Hanover  in 
Chautauqua  County  in  time  to  catch  a  mini-migration  of  69  Broad-xtfinged  Hawks,  20 
Sharp-shins,  4  Red-tails,  a  Rough  legged  Hawk  and  3  Ospreys  before  the  winds  chang¬ 
ed  to  westerly  shortly  after  noon  and  ended  the  flight.  At  Braddock’s  Bay  near 
Rochester,  the  flight  was  considerably  better  at  that  time  with  over  1000  raptors, 
including  two  Golden  Eagles  and  a  Peregrine  Falcon,  passing  over  between  11:00  a.m. 
and  4:00  p.m.  All  of  the  favorite  spots  for  viewing  migrant  passerines  were  almost 
devoid  of  birds  on  the  7th  and  it  was  not  until  the  following  weekend  that  a  land 
bird  movement  assumed  the  proportions  of  a  major  flight  this  season. 


There  x^ere  very  few  exciting  finds  in  May,  On  May  20th,  Bob  Somerville 
of  Fort  Erie  reported  what  he  believed  to  be  a  male  Brewer’s  Blackbird,  eating  corn 
scattered  for  migrating  fringillids  in  his  backyard.  On  that  date  also,  Robert 
Andrle  and  his  party  on  their  annual  'big  day* ,  a  24  hour  marathon  of  bird-watching 
not  recommended  for  the  faint-hearted,  recorded  three  Whirabrel  at  Erie  Beach  in  the 
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Town  of  'rort  Trie  and  three  Whip-poor-wills  from  Wa infleet  Marsh  in  Wainfleet  Town¬ 
ship  in  Ontario.  A  fourth  irhimbrel  at  Rock  Point  Frovincal  Park  during  that  trip 
and  four  birds  of  this  species  seen  at  Point  .Abino,  Ontario  on  May  22nd  constituted 
the  only  records  for  the  month, 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  J6  .Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  14217 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  *Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario*  (B.O.S,  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files 
of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society, 

>tc 

-  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 


F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 


Common  Loon 

May 

1-14 

1-11  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

9! 

10 

1  Ft.  Erie,  Ont, 

Somme rville 

•  9 

20L 

1  Bear  Lake 

Rew,  Buck 

•  I 

20L 

2  Ft,  Erie,  Ont, 

Schaffner 

Red-necked  Grebe 

91 

3 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Sc  ott 

Great  Egret 

n 

7 

1  over  Buffalo 

Me Kales 

99 

7 

1  Alma  Pond 

Black 

Snowy  Egret 

it 

1-2 

1  Ft,  Erie, Ont, 

Somme rvi  lie 

Blac  k-c  r ox-me d  Night 

Heron 

it 

9 

1  Tifft  Farm 

O’Dell 

99 

18-24 

2  South  Park 

O’Dell 

99 

20 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Freeland, et  al 

'/hist ling  Swan 

99 

12 

1  Dunkirk 

Freeland, et  al 

ff 

20-21,31 

2,1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Canada  Goose 

99 

1-7 

30,000  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Gadwall 

99 

23 

5  Times  Beach 

Schaffner 

Green-winged  Teal 

ii 

12 

3  Tifft  Farm 

Rew 

99 

23 

1  Times  Beach 

Schaffner 

24 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

American  Wigeon 

99 

24 

5  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Redhead 

99 

7 

2  Mud  Lake, Ont, 

Freeland, et  al 

20 

2  Mud  Lake, Ont, 

Schaf f ner 

Ring-necked  Duck 

99 

7 

2  Mud  Lake , Ont • 

Freeland, et  al 

7 

3  St •  David * s , Ont • 

FreelanH 

Lesser  Scaup 

•i 

17 

2  Amity  Lake 

V.  Fitzrick 

23 

1  Times  Beach 

Sc  h^  f  f  n<=>  r 

Common  Goldeneye 

99 

7 

2  Mud  Lake, Ont, 

Freeland, et  al 

98 
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Bufflehead  May 

20 

34  Ft.  Erie,Ont. 

Sommerville 

Old squaw 

fl 

3 

15  Cuba  lake 

Scott 

White-winded  Scoter 

tt 

3,7;  , 

1,10  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

*  '  j.  '  . 

ft 

7  ;■ 

1  Amity  Lake 

V,  Pitzrick 

.  ■  ■  :  •- 

ft 

12 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Schaffner ,Fessler , 

.  ■, 

i. 

et  al , 

Hooded  Merganser 

ft 

1-31 

1-4  Farmersville  Sta, 

D.  Clark 

ft 

6 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

ft 

12 

1000-  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Sc  haffne  r ,  Be  nha  m 

Sharp-shinned1  Hawk 

M  s 

3 

20  Allegany  Road 

Klabundes 

w. 

It 

6 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Bogac  ki , Christen¬ 

sen 

ft 

11 

1  Farmersville  Sta. 

D.  Clark 

ft 

11 

2  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

ft 

12 

10  Fort  Niagara 

Klabundes 

ft 

13 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Rew 

ft 

15 

1  Amherst 

Freeland 

* 

ft 

29,31 

1,1  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

Cooper's  Hawk 

tf 

3 

4  Allegany  Road 

Klabundes 

tf 

19-31 

1-2  Allegany  County 

V,  Pitzrick 

ft 

25 

1  Clarence 

Freeland 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

ff 

3 

10  Allegany  Road 

Klabundes 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

*> 

It 

3  ' 

174  Allegany  Road 

Klabundes 

IV 

7 

69  Allegany  Road 

.'Thills 

ff 

17 

3  Amity  Lake  r 

V.Fitzrick 

Roup-h-leg  •  Hawk 

•: 

7 

1  Allegany  Road 

Thills 

Bald  Eagle 

tt 

8 

1  (imm.)  Oak  Orchard  WMA  Rebovich,Med- 

V 

. 

daugh 

.  Osprey 

tt 

1-11 

1  Amity  area 

Pi  t  z  r  ic  ks ,  Ho  tc  h- 

_• 

kiss 

IV 

6,7 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

tt 

.  7 

3  Allegany  Road 

Thills 

it 

10 

3  Gouinlock's  Pond 

Rew,et  al. 

ft 

13 

1  Farmersville  Sta, 

D.  Clark 

tf 

13 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

it 

14 

1  Beaver  Meadow 

Becker 

tt 

28 

1  Beaver  Meadow 

Junkin,et  al. 

^Virginia  Rail 

it 

9F 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Foster 

it 

18 

<  * 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

James , Morse 

•t 

21 

1  Tonawanda  WMA. 

Rebovich 

*Sora 

tt 

13F 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Rew 

tt 

18 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Rebovich 

’’Common  Gallinule 

tt 

6F,11,13 

1  Farmersville  Sta, 

D.  Clark 

tt 

7 

1  ‘Cuba  Marsh  1 

Scott 

tt 

12 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

tv 

18,19,22 

2,1,1  Lackawanna 

O'Dell 
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» 

Semipalmated  Plover  1 

■ay 

12F 

12  Iroquois  Ml/JR 

Morse 

If 

16 

6  Tonawanda  WMA 

Rebovich 

ft 

20 

;,3  Tifft  Farm 

Freeland, dt  al. 

NJhimbrel 

•  t 

20F 

3  Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Andrle,et  al. 

•  i 

20F 

1  Rockhouse  Pt,,0nt, 

Andrle,et  al. 

ii 

22 

4  Point  Abino,0nt, 

Somme rville 

^Upland  Sandpiper 

fi 

5F 

3  Shelby 

Olsen 

M 

25 

2  Clarence 

Freeland 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

H 

13L 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

IT 

? 

25  Smithville , Ont • 

Freeland, et  al. 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

n 

7 

90  Smithville , Ont. 

Freeland, et  al. 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

•  1 

7 

140  Smithville , Ont , 

Free land, et  al. 

^Least  Sandpiper  - 

If 

11,12 

8,2  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

If 

7F 

1  Smithville, Ont, 

Freeland, et  al. 

If 

12 

2  Tifft  Farm 

Rew 

II 

16 

2  Tonawanda  1/JFA 

Rebovich 

II 

20 

2  Tifft  Farm 

Freeland, et  al. 

Dunlin 

II 

6 

4  Crescent  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle,et  al. 

It 

•7 

6  Smithville , Ont , 

Fre eland, et  al. 

II 

12 

7  Tifft  Farm 

Rew 

If 

16 

6  Tonawanda  VJMA. 

Rebovich 

If 

19-22 

25-50  Cuba  Harsh 

Scott 

^hort-billed  Dowitcher 

II 

20 

17  Tifft  Farm 

Freeland, et  al, 
Andrle,et  al. 

•  1 

20F 

6  Stromness,Ont • 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

ii 

7 

1  Smithville, Ont, 

Freeland, et  al. 

u 

12 

2  Tifft  Farm 

Rew 

It 

20 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Freeland, et  al. 

Ruff 

ii 

2-3 

1  Tonawanda  T/JMA 

Rebovich, et  al. 

* Ruddy  Turnstone 

•i 

12F 

1  Waverly  Beach, Ont, 

Schaffner, 
Vaughan, et  al. 

II 

22 

39  Point  Abino,0nt. 

Somme rville 

Glaucous  Gull 

If 

3 

1  Ft.  Erie, Ont, 

Andrle , Byron 

Iceland  Gull 

If 

'  :  20 

1  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Andrle,et  al  • 

(L.g.Kumlieni) 

If 

20 

1  Port  Maitland, Ont* 

Andrle,et  al. 

^Caspian  Tern 

ii 

12 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Sc  ott 

black  Tern 

ft 

7F 

4  Tonawanda  WMA 

Rebovich 

1! 

7F 

6  Mud  Lake, Ont, 

Freeland, et  al. 

If 

7F 

1  Smithville , Ont . 

F  reeland, et  al 

fl 

7F 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

It 

12 

.6  Tifft  Farm 

Rew 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

fl 

13F 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Slack-billed  Cuckoo 

5k 

fl 

22 

1  Tonawanda  WMA. 

Rebovich 

II 

17F 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

whip-poor-will 

ii 

12  F 

lFort  Niagara 

Klabundes 

It 

16 

1  Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Somme rville 

V 

II 

20 

3  Hainf leet , Ont • 

Andrle,et  al. 

It 

21 

1  Tonawanda  IF  14 

Rebovich 

Common  Nighthawk 

It 

13 

1  Forest  Lawn 

Wendling,et  al. 

vtuby- throated  Hummingbird 

HE- 15 

1  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

ii 

13 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

13 

1  Delaware  Park 

T/Iendling,et  al. 
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Red-bellied  Woodpecker  May 

19',  26 

1,1  News te ad 

Freeland 

If 

29 

1  Somerset 

F  re elands 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

II 

12 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

If 

12 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Rextf 

Eastern  Kingbird 

If 

9F 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

>■ 

It 

9F 

1  Oakfield. 

Horse , Rebovich 

tl 

9F 

2  Elma 

Forsberg 

II 

9F 

1  Tonawanda  T-JHA. 

Rebovich 

’’Great  Crested  Flycatcher 

9F 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

ti 

10 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

10 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Horse 

Ttvllow-bellied  Flycatcher 

13F 

1  Delaware  Park 

Wendling,et  al 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

II 

26,31 

1,1  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

II 

29 

1  Yates 

Freelandd. 

’Willow  flycatcher 

II 

19F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

II 

24 

1  Lackawanna 

O'Dell 

Alder  Flycatcher 

II 

22 

1  Amity 

V,  Pitzrick 

II 

23 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

*Least  Flycatcher 

II 

8F 

4  Iroquois  NWR 

Rebovich 

II 

10 

1  Farmersville  Sta. 

D,  Clark 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

»! 

10  F 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

H 

12 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Rew 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher ' 

•£- 

22F 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Rebovich 

II 

24 

1  Lackawanna 

o'Deir; 

..  - 

•  1 

26 

1  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

..  ..  r- 

If 

1  29 

1  Yates 

Freeland 

*Cliff  Swallow 

It 

■M'H;  6F 

20  Ft.  Erie,0nt. 

Bogacki, 

Christensen 

II 

10 

1  Beaver  Meadow 

Junkin,  et  al. 

If 

21 

10  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Morse , Rebovich 

Tufted  Titmouse 

II 

"1-31 

1-2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Ilf;  N 

1;  3 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle,et  al. 

.  IT 

•:  t  6 

2  Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Bogacki, 

Chri  stensen 

•V  .H  ■  _ 

M1  H  i 

.8 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Rebovi ch 

n  ! 

12 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

It 

16 

2  West  Seneca 

O'Dell 

II 

18 

1  Cuba  Lake ■ 

Scott 

Winter  Wren 

•r J 

,,  13L 

1  Beaver  Meadow 

Junkin, et  al. 

Carolina  Wren 

»»  ;; 

7 

1  Evans 

Andrle ,et  al. 

*Long-billed  Marsh  Wren 

It 

•  13F 

2  Tifft  Farm 

Rew 

ft 

18 

5  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Short-billed  Marsh  Wren 

•  1 

29 

1  Somerset 

Freeland . 

Mockingbird 

II 

11 

1  Morgan • s  Ft , , Ont • 

Somme rvi  lie 

If 

27 

il  Lincoln  Twp.,0nt. 

Freeland 

Gray  Catbird 

II 

9 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

•  1 

9 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

•  1 

9 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 
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Pood  Thrush  ...  ,  I 

4y 

3F 

1  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

•  r 

If 

6  ■ 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Pwainson's  Thrush 

If 

7F 

1  Gowanda 

Andrle,et  al. 

>«c 

If 

10 

2  Spring  Brook' 

Danner 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

ft 

13F 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Rew 

II 

13F 

1  Forest  Lawn 

Wendling,et  al, 

II 

16 

1  Clarence 

Freeland 

II 

22 

1  Elma 

Forsberg 

’Veer y 

It 

24 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

If 

7F 

1  Windmill  Pt,,0nt, 

Freeland, et  al 

It 

9 

1  Tifft  Farm 

O'Dell 

Eastern  Bluebird 

II 

1-31 

1-6  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

It 

7,21 

2,2  Orangeville.- 

Hulls 

It 

9,22 

1,3  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

II 

20-31 

6  Amity  area 

Pitzricks 

ft 

20 

2  Zoar  Valley 

O'Dell 

*Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

II 

27 

2  Concord 

O'Dell 

II 

4F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Worse 

It 

7 

1  Port  Colborne,0nt. 

Freeland, et  al 

Goiden-crowned  Kinglet 

It 

18 

1  Cathedral  Park,Bflo, 

Rew 

If 

27,28 

1,3  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

It 

22L 

1  Belmont 

Mat hern 

Water  Fipit 

II 

7 

1  Smithville , Ont • 

Freeland, et  al 

If 

15 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

ft 

19 

2  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Rebovich 

Yellow-throated.  Vireo 

f» 

13F 

3  Iroquois  NWR 

Klabundes 

ft 

15 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Rebovich 

Solitary  Vireo 

If 

8F 

2  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

ft 

9 

1  Tifft  Farm 

O'Dell 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

II 

11F 

3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

•  . 

It 

12 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Schaffner , 

Vaughan, et  al 

II 

12 

1  ^ort  Niagara 

Klabundes 

Philadelphia  Virew 

II 

12 

2  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

tf 

12F 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

It 

13 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Rew 

tf 

13 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

•  1 

13 

1  Delaware  Park 

Wendling,et  al 

Garbling  Vireo 

It 

II 

I 

29  L 

9F 

1  Yates 

2  Tonawanda  WMA 

Freeland 

Rebovich 

It 

10 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Olsen 

^Black-and-white  Warbler" 

3F 

Andrle,et  al. 

*Prothonotary  Warbler 

ft 

tf 

8 

10  F 

1  Spring  Brook 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Danner 

Morse 

• 

If 

20 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Andrle,  et  al. 

fl 

21 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Rebovich 

Golden-winged  Warbler 

If 

16  F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Plue-winged  Warbler 

II 

9F 

1  Farmersville  Sta. 

D.  Clark 

II 

12 

1  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 
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^Brewster' s  Warbler 
Tennessee  Warbler 


* 


Orange-crowned  Warbler 


Nashville  Warbler 


^Northern  Parula 


Yellow  Warbler 
’Magnolia  Warbler 


’tape  Kay  Warbler 


Black- throated  Blue 
Warbler 


Yellow- rpmped  Warbler 
Black- throated  Green 
Warbler 


Cerulean  -Warbler 
Blackburnian  Warbler 


Chestnut-sided  Warbler 


May 

28 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Rebovich 

fl 

12F 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

,  ft 

12 

2  Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Schaffner 

fl 

12,23 

1,50  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

« 

28  L 

4  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

tt 

28  L 

2  North  Boston 

O'Dell 

►  " 

12F 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

if 

20 

1  Mud  Lake, Ont, 

Schaffner 

it 

6f 

1  Farmersvllle  Sta, 

D,  Clark 

it 

9F 

5  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

it 

9F 

2  Williamsville 

Wendling , Rew, 
KLab  undes 

fi 

13 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Rew 

it 

12F 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Rew 

it 

14 

1  Mud  Lake, Ont, 

Black, Be nham, 
Schaffner ,et 

ft 

14 

1  Amity 

V,  Fitzrick 

if 

6 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

it 

11F 

3  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

it 

12 

3  Spring  Brock 

Danner 

it 

12 

1  Tif ft "Farm 

Rew 

tt 

12 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

it 

12 

,1  Oakland  Rural  Cem, 

Klabundes 

tt 

12 

.1  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

it 

9F 

4  Tona wanda  WMA 

Rebovich 

tf 

9F 

2  Williamsville 

Wendling , Rew 
Klabundes 

tt 

'  .  :  13 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Rew 

ft 

11F 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

tt 

12 

3  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse , Olsen 

ti 

12 

2  Lewiston 

Klabundes 

tt 

;v‘  12 

4  Fort  Niagara 

Klabund  es 

it 

12 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

it 

22 

100  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

ti 

6 

2.  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

it 

6 

2  Mud  Lake, Ont, 

Bogacki , 
Christensen 

ft 

’  16 

3  Iroquois  NWR 

Olsen 

tt 

9F 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Rebovich 

tt 

9F 

•  t 

1  Williamsville 

Wend ling, Rew, 
Klabundes 

it 

9F 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

it 

13 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Rew 

c*  " 

9F 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

tt 

10 

1  Farmersville  Sta, 

D.  Clark 
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’Bay-breasted  Warbler 

May 

11F 

II 

12 

It 

12,20 

’Blackpoll  Warbler 

•  • 

> 

9F 

Fine  Warbler 

II 

19 

’"Prairie  Warbler 

II 

16 

II 

18 

Palm  Warbler 

ft 

3 

II 

22L 

*0venbird 

If 

9F 

If 

9F 

Northern  Waterthrush 

VI 

6 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

If 

19F 

’Mourning  "Warbler 

ft 

15F 

19 

17 

Common  Yellowthroat 

•  I 

9F 

If 

9F 

ft 

12 

Hooded  Warbler 

ff 

20F 

If 

23 

’Wilson's  Warbler 

ff 

18F 

If 

20 

fl 

20 

II 

20 

Canada  Warbler 

ft 

13F 

II 

13 

American  Redstart 

ft 

10F 

•  1 

10F 

It 

12 

Bobolink 

II 

6f 

'  \  ‘  4  ' 

ft 

7 

Northern  Oriole 

ft 

10 

II 

10 

ft 

10 

ff 

10 

ff 

10 

II 

10 

Rusty  Blackbird 

fl 

12L 

>jc 

tl 

12L 

Scarlet  Tanager 

ff 

10F 

II 

12 

ft 

12 

’Rose-breasted  Grosbeak"' 

9F 

VI 

9 

& 

If 

12 

Indigo  Bunting 

11 

12F 

II 

13 

Evening  Grosbeak 

II 

1-18 

II 

1-24L 

If 

1-24L 

cont, 

banner 
Klabundes 

Freeland 
King 
Freeland 
Brooks 
Fitzricks 
Brooks 
O'Dell 
Pitzricks 
O'Dell 
D.  Clark 
Freeland 
O'Dell 
DeKleine 
O'Dell 
Freeland 
Rew 
O'Dell 
Brooks 
Becker 
Schaffner 
Wendling ,  et  al 
Free land, et  al 
Rew 

Klabunde s 
Freeland 
Danner 
Raw  '■<  ■  ' 
Morse 

Freeland, et  al 
Fitzricks 
Danner 
Freeland 
Morse 
D.  Clark 
Rebovich 
Freeland 
V.  Fitzrick 
Forsberg 
Olsen 
Danner 
Burtons 
O'Dell 
Rew 
Rew 
Danner 

Junkin,et  al  , 
V*  Fitzrick 
D  anner 


3  Spring  Brook 
1  Fort  Niagara 

1,15  East  Amherst 
1  Delaware  Park 

1  East  Amherst 
1,1,1  Alfred  area 
1,1,1  Amity 

1  Alfred  area 
1  Lackawanna 
1  Amity 

4  West  Seneca ' 

1  Farmersville  Sta. 
1  Newstead 
1  West  Seneca 
1  Snyder 
1  Tifft  Farm 
1  East  Amherst 
9  Tifft  Farm 
1  Zoar  Valley 
1  Alfred  area: 

1  Holland 
9  Mud  Lake,Ont, 

1  Delaware  Park 

2  Tifft  Farm 
2  Tifft  Farm 

1  Iroquois  NWR 
1  Clarence 

1  Spring  Brook 
6  Tifft  Farm 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

2  Smithville , Ont • 

1  Amity 

4  Spring  Brook 
1  East  Amherst 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

2  Farmersville  Sta, 
1  Tonawanda  WMA 

3  East  Amherst 
1  Amity 

1  Elma 

2  Irqquois  NWR 

1  Spring  Brook 

2  Belmont 

1  Tifft  Farm 
16  Tifft  Farm 

1  Tifft  Farm 

2  Spring  Brook 
1-75  Beaver  Meadow 
1-19  Allegany  County 
6-18  Spring  Brook 
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House  Finch 

May  , 

1-29 

3  Snyder 

DeKleine 

M 

1-31 

3-5  Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

1-31 

2-5  Eggertsville 

Hulls 

If 

1-31  . 

6-12  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

If 

1 

4  Williamsville 

Freeland 

II 

3-22  * 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

'  1 

"6, 7, 13, 15; 30  , 

2  s 1  South  Buffalo 

Rew 

It 

11  F, 

4  Wellsville 

V,  Pitzrick 

fi 

15 

1  Holland 

Becker 

i 

ll 

17 

1  Depew 

Barbers 

Pine  Siskin 

n 

1-23 

5-52  Cuba  Lake 

Scott 

ii 

1-25 

26  Farmersville  Sta. 

D.  Cla  rk 

it 

1-31 

2-9  Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

8-25 

1-40  Middleport 

Krogs 

if 

28 

1  South  Males 

Bee 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

ll 

7F  " 

1  Clinton  Twp.,0nt, 

Freeland 

fl 

15  • 

4  Tonawanda  WMA 

Rebovich 

It 

29 

1  Somerset 

Freeland 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

if 

4F 

7  Clarence 

Freeland 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

if 

1-17L 

1-7  Farmersville  Sta. 

D,  Clark 

Tree  Sparrow 

_  t! 

1-8  •* 

6-1  Belmont 

Burtons 

i  • » 

II 

1-8 

1  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

•  1 

'  1-7 

•1-4  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

II 

3,6 

2  Farmersville  Sta, 

D,  Clark 

>jc 

II 

6 

1  Beaver  Meadow 

Junkin,  et  al. 

Clay-colored  Sparrow 

If 

11 

1  Eggertsville 

Me Kales, Reeveses 

II 

22-25 

1  Grand  Island 

Nutting, Burch 

White-crowned  Sparrow  " 

9 

35  Forest  Lawn 

Rew 

It 

26  L 

1  Lackawanna 

O'Dell 

White-throated  Sparrow  " 

9 

150  Forest  Lawn 

Rew 

, 

If 

12-30 

1-7  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Fox  Sparrow 

If 

1L 

1  Williamsville 

Freeland 

Lincoln's  Sparrow 

'  If 

8F 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Rebovich 

II 

10-11 

•  1  Belmont  f 

Burtons 

It 

11 

,  1  Farmersville  Sta, 

D.  Clark 

II 

12 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

it 

12 

1  Amity 

V.,  Fitzrick 

If 

17  M 

1  Cathedbal  Park, Bf lo « 

Rew 

:  • 

II 

18 

1  Tif ft  Farm 

O'Dell 

ii 

20 

5  Tifft  Farm 

Freeland, et  al. 

II 

it 

*  23 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland, 

Schaffner 

Species, subspecies  & 

hybrid  s 

previously 

recorded  this  year  .  •  •  . 

Species, subspecies  & 

hybrid  s 

recorded  this  issue 

Total  for  year  •  •  . 

('-  Includes  7  species  from  May  Count) 
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Canada  Goose 

May 

6 

7Y0 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Mallard 

If 

6 

ad.,l4Y0 

East  Amherst 

Freelands 

Mallard 

It 

19 

5Y0 

Lackawanna 

O'Dell 

Mallard 

It 

21 

ad • , 11Y0 

Clarence 

Me Kales 

Mallard 

If 

22 

ad , , 12Y0  .  , 

Clarence 

Me Kales 

Mallard 

If 

25 

3YO,3YO 

Times  Beach 

O'Dell 

Mallard 

II 

28 

11Y0 

Iroquois  NWR 

James 

Wood  Duck 

II 

29 

1410 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Mourning  Dove 

April 

4 

N(May  6,1Y0) 

Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

Screech  Owl 

May 

30 

Y0(June  3>2YO;June  4,  ' 

3Y0;  June  5,4YO) 
Middleport 

Krogs 

American  Robin 

II 

7 

N 

North  Boston 

O'Dell 

American  Robin 

II 

21 

1Y3E;3Y3E 

North  Boston 

O'Dell 

Eastern  Bluebird 

II 

7 

N4E 

Orangeville 

Hulls 

Eastern  Bluebird 

II 

20 

N,2ad • 

Zoar  Valley 

O'Dell 

Eastern  Bluebird 

II 

21 

2ad • , N4Y 

Orangeville 

Hulls 

Chipping  Sparrow 

tt 

25 

N2E  (abandoned  May  28) 

North  Boston 

O'Dell 

ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


REPORT  OF  MAY,  1978  BIRD  COUNT 

Compiles  by  David  Freeland,  80  Haymarket  Square,  East  Amherst,  NY  14051 

and 

Kenneth  Balmas,  9330  Main  Street,  Clarence,  NY  14031 
Pate  t  May  21,  1978 

Weather :  Generally  heavy  overcast  early  in  the  day,  including  light  precipitation  in 
Southern  Tier  sections,  gradually  clearing  until  very  sunny  by  day’s  end.  Tempera¬ 
tures-;  ranged  from  mid-40's  in  Southern  Tier  sections  and  near  50  further  north  to 
highs  of  low  70* s  in  the  north,  80  in  the  Southern  Tier,  The  winds  moderated  as  the 
day  bore  on,  10-15  mph  from  northwest  in  morning,  more  southwesterly  in  afternoon. 

Compilation:  Following  is  a  list  of  species  recorded  on  the  count  and  the  total 
number  of  each.  Figures  in  parentheses  indicate  section  numbers  where  species  were 
recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections.  Underlined  common'  names  indicate  that  accept¬ 
able  written  verifications  were-  required.  An  asterisk  before  a  species'  name  indi¬ 
cates  first  record  for  the  year  in  the  B.0.S,  Territory, 
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Loons  -  Mergansers 


Common  Loon 

16 

American  Wigeon 

15 

Horned  Grebe 

4  (6,22,26) 

Northern  Shove ler 

2  (id 

Fied-billed  Grebe 

6 

Wood  Duck 

126  .  /"• 

Double-cr.  Cormorant 

4  (6,8,23) 

Redhead 

4  (?)  - !  ; 

Great  Blue  Heron 

144 

Ring-necked  Duck 

6  (22,26)  . 

Green  Heron 

62 

Greater  Scaup 

4  (4,11) 

Great  Egret 

1  (23) 

Lesser  Scaup 

32 

Bl.-cr.  Night  Heron 

5  (9) 

scaup, sp. 

29 

American  Bittern 

4 

Common  Goldeneye 

8  (3,8,9) 

Whis tling  Swan 

1  (5) 

Buf fie head 

no 

Canada  Goose 

454 

Old squaw 

21  (3,9) 

Mallard 

397 

White-winged  Scoter 

23  (3,8,23)  . 

Black  Duck 

18 

Surf  Scoter 

2  (8) 

Gadwall 

24 

Ruddy  Due  k 

3  (3,11) 

Pintail 

6  (5,6,11) 

Hooded  Merganser 

7 

Green-winged  Teal 

6  (5,11) 

Common  Merganser 

22 

Blue-winged  Teal 

96  * 

■  Red-br,  Merganser 

332 

Vultures 

-  Rails 

Turkey  Vulture 

50 

Osprey 

3  (26,27,  28) 

Goshawk 

2  (25,23) 

American  Kestrel 

66  ‘  '  *  -  ' 

S harp- shinned  Hawk 

3  (3,&,26) 

Ruffed  Grouse 

48 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

7 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

46 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

138 

Turkey 

4  (19,26,28) * 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

28 

Virginia  Rail 

2  (5) 

Broad-winced  Hawk 

20 

Sora 

3  (5,23) 

Bald  Eagle 

1  (23) 

Common  Gallinule 

5 

Marsh  Hawk 

8 

American  Coot 

4  (7,9) 

Shorebirds 

Semipalmated  Plover 

38 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

10 

Killdeer 

562 

Greater  Yellowlegs  . 

7  (13,19,23) 

Black-bellied  Plover 

9  (14,21,22) 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

1  (23) 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

38 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

21  (13) 

American  Woodcock 

20 

Least  Sandpiper 

20 

Common  Snipe 

29 

Dunlin 

162 

Whimbrel 

102  (21,23) 

Sh. -billed  Dowitcher 

1  (8) 

Upland  Sandpiper 

6 

Semipal,  Sandpiper 

9  (5,13)  11 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

139 

Sanderling 

18  (6,8) 

c 
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Report  of  May,  1978  Bird  Count, cont. 


Gulls  -  Flycatchers 


* 


Great  Bl.-b.  Gull 

8  (6,8,11) 

Ruby-t,  Hummingbird 

113 

Herring  Gull 

.332 

Belted  Kingfisher 

81 

Ring-billed  Gull 

5804 

Common  Flicker 

239 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

52 

Fileated  Woodpecker 

15 

gull,sp. 

10 

Red-b,  Woodpecker 

14 

Forster's  Tern 

1  (6) 

Red-h.  Woodpecker 

43 

Common  Tern 

366 

Ye llow-b •  Sapsuc  ker 

14 

Caspian  Tern 

17 

Hairy  Wo od pec ker 

100 

Black  Tern 

31 

D owny  Wood pe c ke r 

237 

Rock  Dove 

788 

Eastern  -Kingbird 

3^3 

Mourning  Dove 

664  < 

Gr.Cr.  Flycatcher 

127 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

1  (3) 

Eastern  Phoebe 

179 

Black-b.  Cuckoo 

34 

. Willow  Flycatcher 

9 

Screech  Owl 

5  . 

’Wider  Flycatcher 

2 

Great  Horned  Owl 

15. 

Least  Flycatcher 

170 

Barred  Owl 

9 

Empidonax  Fly • , sp . 

29 

Common  Nighthawk 

23 

E.  Wood  Pewee 

188 

Chimney  Swift 

362 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher 

2 

Larks  -  Thrushes 


H.  Lark  (praticola) 

n9 

House  Wren 

336 

Tree  Swallow 

1803 

Winter  Wren 

4 

Bank  Swallow 

920 

^Long-b.  Marsh  Wren 

2 

Rough-w.  Swallow 

251 

Short-b.  Marsh  Wren 

2 

Barn  Swallow 

3130 

Mockingbird 

4 

Cliff  Swallow 

107 

Gray  Catbird 

890 

Purple  Martin 

860 

Brown  Thrasher 

91 

Blue  Jay  • 

971 

American  Robin 

4473 

Common  Crow 

1325 

Wood  Thrush 

370 

Black-c.  Chickadee 

776 

Hermit  Thrush 

27 

Tufted  Titmouse 

8 

Swainson ' s  Thrush 

133 

White-br .  Nuthatch 

171 

Gray  cheeked  Thrush 

15 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

111 

Veery 

129 

Brown  Creeper 

22 

Eastern  Bluebird 

59 

Kinglets  -  Weaver  Finches 


Blue-g.  Gnatcatcher 

20 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

243 

Goldon^er, '  Kinglet 

4  (11,26,28) 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

32 

Ruby- c r .  Kinglet 

16 

Warbling  Vireo 

95 

Cedar  Waxwing 

597 

Bl.  &  W .  Warbler 

26 

Starling 

3687 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

3 

Yellow-thr.  Vireo 

18 

Golden-w.  Warbler 

3 

Solitary  Vireo 

33 

Blue-w.  Warbler 

49 

(5,13,19) 


(19,25) 


(7,11) 

(26) 


(5) 

(13,23,26) 
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"Brewster's"  Warbler  3  (19 , 21, 23) 


Tennessee  Warbler 

463 

Orange-cr,  Warbler 

5 

Nashville  Warbler 

103 

Northern  Parula 

11 

Yellow  Warbler 

1127 

Magnolia  Warbler 

242 

Cape  Mayr  Warbler 

175 

Bl.-thr,  B,  Warbler 

33 

Yellow-r,  Warbler 

519 

Bl.-thr,  Gr.  Warbler 

255 

Cerulean  Warbler 

8 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

258 

Che stnut-s .  Warbler 

230 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

388 

Blackpoll  Warbler 
Prairie  Warbler 
Palm  Warbler 
Ovenbird 
No,  Waterthrush 
La,  Waterthrush 
Mourning  Warbler, 
^Common  Yellowthroat 
YelloW-br,  Chat 
Hooded  Warbler 
Wi Ison's  Warbler 
Canada  Warbler 
American  Redstart 
House  Sparrow 


39 

3  (28) 

7  • 


174 

14 

6 

9 

389 

2 

10 

55 

84 

245 

2865 


(19,23,25) 

(7,26) 


Bobolink 

Eastern  Meadowlark 
Red-w.  Blackbird 
Northern  Oriole 
Rusty  Blackbird 
Common  Grackle 
Brown-h,  Cowbird  , 
Scarlet  Tanager 
Cardinal 

Rose-br,  Grosbeak 
Indigo  Bunting 
Evening  Grosbeak  • 
Purple  Finch 
House  Finch 
Pine  Siskin 

Total  Species  -  - 


Blackbirds-  -  Finches 

1009 

American  Goldfinch 

2308 

325 

Rufous-s.  Towhee 

232 

936? 

Savannah  Sparrow 

231 

769 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

1 

37 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

3 

5007 

Vesper  Sparrow 

13 

924 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

140 

352 

Chipping'  Sparrow 

817 

643 

Field  Sparrow  - 

148 

548 

White-cr,  Sparrow 

199 

147 

‘  White-thr,  Sparrow 

114 

283 

Lincoln's  Sparrow/ 

22 

373 

Swamp  Sparrow 

111 

30 

Song  Sparrow 

1850 

113 

202, 

plus  one  hybrid 

(10,28) 


Total  Individuals  _  69,773 

Comments s  Although  on  the  low  end  of  tfye  scale,  the  total  individualsiare  consistent 
with  recent  past  May  Counts,  Species  total  is  average.  In  the  summarizations  which 
follow,  some  of  the  more  significant  variations  among  the  species  are  compared  with 
lows  and  highs,  where  appropriate,  from  the  previous  41  May  -Counts,  Winter  weather 
for  the  past  two  Seasons  surely  account  for  the  shortages  of  certain  species  which 
winter  in  the  Middle  Atlantic  States,  and  particular  attention  is  directed  to  the 
dangerously  low  numbers  of  many  grassland  species.  Eastern  Meadowlark,  Grasshopper 
Sparrow,  Henslow's  Sparrow  and  Vesper  Sparrow  continue  to  decline  sharply. 


-  109  -• 


Volume  44,  Number  6  "Organization  Activities"  cont. 


Report  of  Fay,  1978  Bird  Count,  cont. 

Unusual  Records 


Surf  Scoter 
Forster* s  Tern 


2  Seventh  time  on  May  Count 

1  Eighth  time  on  May  Count;  first  time  since  1962 
All-Time  Highs 


Canada  Goose 

.  454  (296- *74) 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

32 

(19-*44) 

Wood  Duck 

126  (122-' 77) 

Prairie  Warbler 

3 

(  2-,41,'46,*74I'7? 

Goshawk 

2(  2 -,?6,,?7) 

Scarlet  Tanager 

352 

(319- ’70) 

Caspian  Tern 

17  (15- '69) 

Purple  Finch 

373 

(344-' 76) ■ 

E,  Wood  Pewee 

188  (155-'47) 

House  Finch 

30 

(  28- *77) 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

111  (75-' 70) 

Lincoln* s  Sparrow 

22 

(16- '71) 

Cedar  Waxwing 

597  (399- ’65) 

.All-Time 

Lows 

Common  Gallinule 

5  (5- '62) 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

1 

( 5-  *  35 ,  ’  54 ,  •  59 , 

Long-b,  Marsh  Wren 

2  (2- '45) 

'70, *73, ’77) 

Vesper  Sparrow 

13 

(  22- ' 77 ) 

Significant  Highs 


Highest  10-Year 


Highest  10-Year 


Species 

Total 

Since 

Median 

Species 

Total 

Since 

Median 

Red-br,  Merg. 

332 

*48' 

52 

Tenn.Warb, 

463 

'53 

68 

Bl.-b,  Plover 

9 

*55 

2 

Magnolia  W, 

242 

’56 

135 

Whimbrel 

102 

*54' 

o  , 

Cape  May  W, 

175 

*48 

50 

Sander ling 

18 

'52 

0 

Blackburn,  W, 

258 

*56 

139 

R-b.  Gull 

5804 

*67 

1638 

Bay-br,  W, 

388 

'47 

.  52 

Swo  Thrush 

133 

•56 

39 

Wilson's  W. 

55 

'67 

27 

Significant  Lows 

Lowest 

10-Year 

Lowest 

10-Year 

Species 

Total 

Since 

Median  Species 

Total 

Since 

Median 

Amer.  Bittern 

4 

*60 

15 

E .  Phoebe 

179 

*63 

300 

Marsh  Hawk 

8 

*62 

14 

B,  Thrasher 

91 

'59 

163 

R.-n,  Pheas. 

46 

*60 

177 

E ,  Bluebird 

59 

*66 

105 

Amer,  Coot 

4 

*58 

35 

Starling 

3687 

'57 

6937 

Am,  Woodcock 

20 

'63 

35 

G,-w,  Warb, 

3 

'66 

12 

Sol,  Sandp, 

10 

•65 

19 

Yellow  Warb, 

1127 

'63 

1546 

B,  Kingfisher 

81 

*65 

115 

House  Spar . 

2.865 

•63 

3597 

Com,  Flicker 

239 

'62 

576 

E.  Mead  ox^l 'k 

325 

'48 

753 

R.-h.  Wood 

43 

'66 

60 

R.-w,  B'bird 

9367 

*65 

11,434 
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Significant  Lows, cont. 


Species  Total 

C .  Crackle  5007 
B.-h.  C'bird  924 
Am.  G'finchr  2308 


Lowest  10-year 
Since  .  Median 

'65  7993 
'58  1896 
'63  3289 


Species  . Total 

R.-s.  Towhee  232 

Field  Spar.  148 


Lowest  10-year 

Since  Median 

r63  523 

*62  449 


Sections  and  Observers ;  Thanks,  of  course,  is  given  to  the  section  compi  lers  and 
observers,  257  strong,  who  combined  to  make  this  May  Count  a  success.  In  the  list¬ 
ing  that  follows,  compilers*  names  are  underlined. 


1.  Fonthiil,  Ont.  Mot  covered. 

2,  Thorold,  Ont.  Denys  Gardiner,  Ralph  Gardiner,  Ronald  Gardiner. 

3 *  Wilson*  N.Y.. Harpiette  Klabunde ,  Halter  Klabunde,  Jerry  F  arrell, 

f  Lucille  Finkle,  Whitney  Mollam. 

4.  Middle'port,  ’-N.Y,  Kenneth  Balmas  (partial,  coverage  only). 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  N.Y.  John  Morse ,  Edmund  Olsen,  William  Rebovich,  Gail  Seamans, 

6.  Port  Maitland,  Ont.  Edward  Williams,  Robert  Wagner. 

«  f 

7.  Lowbanks,  Ont,  Mary  Louise  Emerson,  James  Braunberns, 'Marjorie  Emerson. 

8.  Fort  Erie,  Ont.  David  Freeland,  Peggy  Daniels,  Michael  Zebehazy. 

9.  Grand  Island,  N.Y.  William  Vaughan,  Karen  Renning. 

»  *.  * .  .  ,  .  ,  - 1  v 

10.  Akron,  N.Y,  Kenneth  Balmas. 


11.  Buffalo,  N.Y.'  .  Joseph  Ghosen,  Joseph  V,  Ghosen,  Pauline  Schwartz, 

'Robert  Schwartz, 

12.  Lancaster,  N.Y.  Marie  Wend ling,  Anna  Bauer,  Ima  Bill,  Dorothy  Danner, 

•  •  . -  Fred  Danner,  Ray  Franz,  Gertrude  Webster,  Cy  Wolf  ling, 

Mark  Wolf ling, 

13.  Batavia,  N.Y.  Jane  Mason,  Max  Mason,  Eileen  Hull,  Robert  Hull,  Dave 

Keller,  George  Mahaney,  Marge  Pixley,  Richard  Pixley, 
Gen.  ^Iway,  Gordon  Salway,  Dave  Thompson,  Don  Thurau. 
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Sections  &  observers,  cont. 

14. - Hamburg,  N.Y.  Barbara  Walker,  Patricia  Andrle,  Robert  Andrle,  Marcya 

Foster,  Erma  Kern,  Lucille  Leonard,  Robert  Leonard, 

Lois  Matlock,  Peter  Matlock. 

.x  *  ‘ 

15.  Java,  N.Y.  Buffalo  Audubon  Society/Beaver  Meadow,  David  Junkin, 

Esther  Becker,  Marion  Bee,  Eleanor  Blackman,  Peter  Hall, 
Debbie  Hammond,  Hans  Kunze,  Emmie  O'Leary,  Jean  Swanson. 

16.  Angola,  N.Y.  Cynthia  Millard,  Eva  Faulsom 

1?.  Cattaraugus,  N.Y.  Carolyn  Frank,  Audrey  Horbett,  Stanley  King,  Rae  Uhl, 

18.  Dele van,  N.Y,  Don  Clark,  Jane  Clark. 

r’**  t  .  '  .  1  '  ' 

19,  Fillmore,  N.Y.  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Katherine  Palmer,  Velma  Baker, 

,  ■  firs.  B.  E. _ Barringer »  Mrs.  S-.iT.  Brown,  Mrs.  Arthur  Burr, 
f Faye  Clancy,  Nan  Fiegl,  Reseanna  Fiegl,  Mr.  &.  Mrs.  Leslie 
Fish,  Ruth  Gilman,  Bette  Hill,  Mr.  &  Mrs,  Erwin  Howdeft, 

,  Margaret  Kaufman,  Betty  Luckey,  Josephine  Main,  Marjorie 

Main,  Lintner  Maxson,  Helen  Morse,  Andrew  Mullen,  John 
"  Nelson*  Jean  Perry,  Michael  Pitzrick,  Ruth  Richardson, 
Larry  Wilson,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  J.  Wilson, 

n  '  * 

20.  Dunkirk,  N.Y.  Frances  Rew,  Lois  Buck. 

21,  Cherry  Creek,  N.Y.  Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Robert  Sundell,  Clarence  Beal, 

Corl  Belknap,  Gib  Burgeson,  Inez  Burgeson,  Gretc hen 
Carlson,  Otto  Carlson,  David  Cooney  Sr.,  David  Cooney  Jr., 
Calla  Freeman,  Jennie  Freeman,  Laura  Keller,  James  Kennedy 
Lewis  Kibler,  Dan  Lincoln,  Dorothy  Pihlblad,  Mary  Anne. 
Reiber,  Carol  Roby,  Kris  Young. 

Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Robert  Sundell,  Priscilla  Kibler 
Pat  Peterson,  Elizabeth  Pillsbury. 

Jamestown  Audubon' Society,  Robert  Sundell,  Violet  Brown, 
Elizabeth  Calahane,  David  Cooney  Jr.,  Geraldine  Caswell, 
Allen  Findlay,  Margaret  Findlay,  Annabelle  Hiller,  Henry 
Huston,  Helen  Johnson,  Lewis  Kibler,  Priscilla  Kibler, 
Stephen  Maggie-,  Ann  Mazer,  Helen  Hoe,  Lorimer  Moe,  Mrs. 
Olan  Newton,  Elizabeth  Pillsbury,  Archie  Richardson, 
Patricia  Sundell,  Willis  Waite,  Althea  Youns;,  Kris  Young. 


22.  Sherman,  N.Y. 

23 .  Fr ewsbur g ,  N.Y. 
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Sections  &  Observers,  cont, 

24,  Allegany  S,P. ,N,Y,  Not  covered, 

25,  Allegany,  N.Y.  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club,  John  Forness,  Nary  Forness, 

Dorothy  Baker,  Lucille  Bordonaro,  Gloria  D'Agostino,  Steve 
Eaton,  Lorraine  Giovianzzo,  Charlie  Green,  barge  Green, 
Harriette  Hawley,  Fred  Meyer,  Lena  Reynolds,  Olie  Saylor, 
David  Stedman, 

26,  Cuba,  N.Y.  Allegany  County  Club,  Doris  Burton,  Lou  Bur  ton,  Mr,  &  Mrs • 

John  Compton,  Alice  Driscoll,  Mr,  &  Mrs,  Milford  Foster, 
Helen  Goldthwait,  Mrs,  Paul  Hand,  Ann  Scott,  Mor  ris  Scott, 
Bruce  Smalley,  Mrs,  Benson  Smith,  Alfred  Voorhies,  Mrs, 
Neal  Wilson, 


27,  Bolivar,  N.Y.  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Doris  Burton,  Helen  Apsey,  Mr,  & 

Mrs,  Clifford  Carrier,  Joseph  Carrier,  Frances  DeGroff, 
Carol3m  Graves,  Richard  Graves,  Mr,  &  Mrs,  Edwin  Hunt, 
Doris  Hurlburt,  Norman  Ives,  Robert  Keople,  Carol  Marsh, 
Mildred  Marshall ,  Nina  McMindes,  Frank  Faxhia,  Mr.  &  Mrs, 
Robert  Richmond ,  Lillian  Simons,  Mrs.  Robert  Swartz, 


28,  Alfred,  N.Y,  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Elizabeth  Brooks,  Erma  Larson, 

Vivian  Pitzrick,  Mrs.  Adolph  Ahearns,  Lillian  Allen,  Russell 
Allen,  Dan  Babcock,  Dorothy  Bayless,  Fred  Bayless,  Don 
Brink,  Lorna  Brink,  Sonja  Brink,  Tara  Brink,  Betty  Burdick, 
Carl  Burdick,  Doris  Burton,  Lou  Burton,  Clifford  Button, 

Ruth  Button,  Heather  Carr,  Vivien  Carr,  Mr.  A  Mrs, 

Llewellyn  Casterline,  Anne  Catlin,  Lorry  Chapman,  Alan  Coats 
Dale  Coats,  Evelyn  Coats,  Carolyn  Copenheaver,  Jim  Copen- 
heaver,  Susan  Copenheaver,  Estelle  Cronauer,  Ann  Eisen- 
hardt,  Christine  Ferrand,  Eva  Ford,  Alice  Foster,  Mary  Alice 
Fuller,  Shirley  Galle,  Jay  Gibson,  Louise  Gibson,  Helen 
Graves,  Nathan  Hardy,  Dolly  Hawkins,  Viola  Ide,  Claribel 
James,  Clarence  Klingensmith,  Robert  Macauley,  Virginia 
Macauley,  Cathy  MacDonald,  Mary  Ormsby,  Beverly  Perry, 

Linn  Phelan,  Raymond  Fitzrick,  Cna  Reynolds,  Patricia  Rey¬ 
nolds,  Agnes  Rhodes,  Everett  Rhodes,  Mary  Rosa,  Fauline 
Sanford,  Violet  Sharrett,  Harriet  Spleth,  Helen  Thomas, 
Arnold  Watkins,  Allen  Witter,  Gladys  Witter. 


A  Final  Note ;  Are  there  more  birds  in  Allegany  County  and  the  Jamestown  area  than 
anywhere  else  in  the  B.O.S.  Territory?  One  would  naturally  assume  so  when  you  con¬ 
sider  that  nearly  one-half  of  all  the  birds  recorded  on  this  May  Count  came  from 
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just  7  of  our  28  sections. . .those  covered  by  members  of  the  Allegany  County  Bird 
Club  and  Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  In  one  Jamestown  area  section  (23),  a  dazzling 
143  species  plus  a  hybrid  were  found;  in  one  Allegany  County  Section  (28),  some 
7625  individual  birds  of  111  species  made  the  list.  Eleven  species  and  one  hybrid 
would  not  have  been  seen  at.  all  on  this  May  Count  had  those  seven  Southern  Tier  sec¬ 
tions  not  reported . 

Those  of  us  in  the  northland  should  take  a  cue  from  our  Southern  Tier  birding  asso¬ 
ciates  and  find  out  how  they  do  it.  One  obvious  answer  is  good  organization,  and  ex¬ 
cellent  coverage  of  their  sections.  The  lengthy  lists  of  observers  for  the  Allegany 
County  -and  Jamestown  area  sections  is  evidence . enough  of  those  folks*  savvy  when  it 
comes  to  organizing  a  count. 

We  would  ask  every  person  who  volunteers  to  compile  a  section  on  one  of  our  very 
important  counts  to  consider  what  the  compiler's  responsibility  is:  The  best  cover¬ 
age  possible  on  count  day.  If  a  compiler  can  spend  only  half  a  day  affield  for  some 
important  reason,  so  be  it.  But  to  go  into . a . count  knowing  a  partial  effort  is  all 
that  will  be  offered  is  reason  to  give  second  thought  to  the  promise  implied  when  we 
volunteer  to  compile  a  section,  B.O.S.-  members  should  all  volunteer  to  take  part  on 
the  Society's  counts  unless  pressing  other  business  interferes.  And  compilers  should 
dig  into  the  membership  roster,  call  friends,  and  do  everything  feasible  to  guarantee 
a  .successful  effort  is  turned  in  on  count  day.  We  owe  it. 

The  rewards  are  many.  Conside  they li£t  Bob  Sundell  enjoyed  this  May  Count  when  he 
heard  the  musical 'notes  of  shorebirds  outside  the  Burge son  Sanctuary's  Peterson 
Interpretive  Center,  Racing  outside  he  found  100  Whimbrels  circling  above,  seeking 
a  new  direction  for  their  migratory,  flight.  Those  experiences  just  don't  happen  to 
birders  who  are  content  to  stay  at  home. 


" :? 
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Pelaeic  Bird  Finding  Guide  for  bird- 

NOTES 

•watchers  on  the  Atlantic  or  Facific 

coasts 

EAST  COAST. 

■  .EAST  COAST 

GULF 

WEST  COAST 

WEST  COAST 

(northern) 

( southern) 

COAST 

(northern) 

(southern) 

Black— footed  Albatross 

S-S-F 

S-S-F 

Laysan  Albatross 

s-s-f 

s-s-f 

Black-browed  Albatross 

X 

X 

Yellow-nosed.  Albatross 

X 

X 

Northern  Fulmar 

• F-W-S 

S-F-W 

F-W 

Cory's  Shearwater 

S-F-w 

s-f 

Pink-footed.  Shearwater' 

S-S-F 

S-S-F 

Pale-footed  Shearwater 

»  / 

X 

X 

Greater  Shearwater 

S-F-w 

S-F-w 

s-f 

New  Zealand  Shearwater 

X 

S-S-F 

Sooty  Shearwater 

S-s 

S-s 

S-s-F-w 

S-s-F-w 

Slender-billed  Shearwater 

S-S-F 

S-S-F 

Manx  Shearwater 

s-X-f 

X 

F-W-S 

Audubon ' s  Shearwater 

X 

s-s-f 

Black-capped  Petrel 

X 

White-faced  Storm-Petrel 

X 

Fork-tailed  ..Storm-Petrel 

t 

S-S-F 

X 

Leach's  Storm-Petrel 

s-s-f 

S-S-F-W 

S-S-F-W 

Ashy  Storm-Petrel 

» 

S-S-F 

Black-Storm  Petrel 

S-S-f 

Le a s t .  Storm- Petrel 

4 

s-f 

Wilson's  Storm-Petrel 

S-S- F 

S-S-F 

s-s-f 

Red-billed  Tropicbird 

X 

s-F 

White-tailed  Tropicbird 

X 

Blue-faced.  Booby 

s-f-w 

X 

Blue-footed  Booby 

X 

Brown  Booby 

X 

s-f-w 

s-f-w 

X 

Gannet 

F-w-S 

F-W-S 

XV 

Magnificent  Frigatebird ‘ 

s- s-f-w 

s-s-f-w 

X 

Red  Phalarope - 

F-w-S 

F-w-S 

F-w-S 

F-w-S 

Northern  Phalarope 

S-s-F 

S-s-F 

S-s-F 

S-s-F 

Pomarine  Jaeger  ’• 

'S-s-F 

S- s-F-W 

s- s-F-W 

F-w-S 

F-W-S 

i Parasitic • Jaeger 

'  S-s-F 

S-s-F 

S-s-F-w 

F-w-S 

F-W-S 

Long-tailed  Jaeger 

f-w-S 

f-w-S 

f-w-s 

f-w-s 

Great  Skua 

X 

f-w-s 

X 

X 

South  Polar  Skua 

f-w 

f-w 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

F-W-S 

X 

f-W-S,  .. 

w-s 

Sabine's  Gull 

f-w-s 

f-w-s 

S-S-F 

s-s-f-w 

Sooty  Tern 

S- s-F-W 

S-s-F-W 

Bridled  Tern 

s-f-w 

X 

Noddy  Tern 

X 

X 

alcids  ..(various 

W 

S-S-F-W 

S-S-F-W 

Other  pelagic  species  not  covered  by  chart  are  of  accidental  occurrence. 
Seasons  are  shown  in  chronological  sequence  always. 

CAPITAL  LETTERS  —  Relatively  common  at  that  season, 
small  letters  —  Relatively  uncommon  at  that  season. 

X  —  To  be  looked  for. 

Compiled  by  David  B.  Freeland,  60  Haymarket  Square,  East  Amherst,  N.Y,  14051 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  noted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  through  June,  inclusive,  in  the  Society's 
club  room  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

September  27th:  'Birding  in  Michigan.  B.O.S.  member  Bill  Burch 

was  one  of  six  local  bird-watchers  who  embarked 
on  a  week-long  ornithological  outing  in  the  state 
of  Michigan,  in  late  May,  1978.  The  croup's  main 
objective  was  to  see  the  endangered  Kirtland's  -  . 
Warbler,  a  'life  bird*  for  most  of  the  participants. 
Six  additional  species  not  found  locally  Were  also 
sought  and  all  but  one  were  seen  in  a  trip  that 
covered  2000  miles  in  six  days,  Mr.  Burch  recorded 
the  expedition  on  film  and  will  show  colored  slides 
to  illustrate  his  talk, 

October  11th:  Annual  Meeting.  Installation  of  officers  for  the 

coming  year.  Once  again  the  site  of  the  annual 
..  ..  meeting  will  be  the  Buffalo  Trap  and  Field  Club 

...  ..  in  Cheektowaga  and  a  dinner  will  precede  the  pro- 

,  gram.  Cost  of  dinner  tickets  and  other  particulars 

will  be  published  in  this  newsletter  next  month. 

Our  speaker  will  be  Dr.  William  Robinson  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Pa,  who  will  speak  on  'Birding  with  John 
Williams  in  Africa'.  Besides  his  career  as  a  noted 
surgeon,  Dr.  Robinson  is  an  excellent  field  birder 
and  photographer.  He  and  his  son  Scottie,  who  holds 
the  American  Birding  Association  record  for  seeing 
the  most  species  on  the  North  .American  continent, 
and  several  others  joined  the  noted  British  orni¬ 
thologist,  John  Williams  for  "a  six  week  ornithologi¬ 
cal  safari  in  East  Africa  and  recorded  the  event  on 
a- series  of  excellent  slide  photographs  that  no  one 
will  want  to  miss! 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

October  1st:  Beat  trip  into  Take  Ontario  out  of  Toronto..., 

"Pelagics?  YesS "  Co-leaders,  Tom  Hager  (tela 
839-9757)  and  the  Ontario  Field  Naturalists. 

The  organizers  of  this  popular  birding  trip  into 
the  Lake  have  saved  a  limited  number  of  spaces 
for  B.O.S.  members  on  a  first-come,  first  served 
basis.  The  six-hour  trip  on  the  Cayuga  11  departs 
from  Toronto  at  9:00  a.m,  to  seek  out  the  migrat¬ 
ing  jaegers,  phalaropes,  gulls  and  waterfowl.  Cost 
is  $11  per  person,  payable  in  advance  to  Tom  Hager, 
with  a  reservation  deadline  of  September  8.  Call 
Tom  for  further  details  and  registration  information. 
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PROGRAM  -  COUNTS 

October  8th: 

Fall  Count.  Compiler,  Harriette  Klabunde  (tel. 

754-4424  at  Lewiston) •  Call  Harriette  to  obtain 
further  information  or  to  volunteer  to  cover  one 
of  our  28  Sections  for  this  important  annual  census. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 

Notify  the  Treasurer:  Mrs »  Doris  O'Malley 

760  Main  Street 

Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  14301 

BACK  ISSUE: 

Available  from  the  Treasurer  for  $*50  per  copy. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE: 

$5o00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer, 

EDITOR: 

Joseph  F,  Thill 

38  Allegany  Avenue 

Kenmore,  N.Y.  14217 

This  issue  of  The  Prothonotary  was  printed  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Department 
of  Biology  of  the  State  University  College  at  Buffalo. 
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THE  MONTH 

June  was  fair  and  warm  with  an  average  temperature  of  65»1°(F),  a  depart¬ 
ure  of  -.06°  from  the  norm.  Precipitation  measured  2.42  inches,  mostly  in  heavy 
downpours  on  the  7th  and  8th.  There  was  70 3  of  possible  sunshine  for  the  month. 
(Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

There  were  several  records  of  interest  during  June.  Once  again,  several 
Northern  Parula  warblers  were  present  in  the  Red  House' section  of  Allegany  State 
Park  throughout  the  month,  lending  further  credence  to  the  probability  that  this 
species  is  breeding  in  southern  Cattaraugus  County.  On  the  Allegany  Pilgrimage 
weekend  of  June  3^8  and  4th,  Dave  Freeland  counted  eight  Northern  Parula s,  seven 
males  and  one  female,  around  Red  House  Lake.  All  of  the  males  were  singing  and 
located  by  their  songs.  On  the  25th,  two  more  were  seen  by  Robert  Andrle  and  his 
party  at  this  locale,  both  singing  males.  The  pair  of  Ruby-crowned  Kinglets  which 
successfully  reared  a  brood  at  Red  House  Lake  in  1977  could  not  be  found  this  summer. 
On  June  11th,  during  a  field  trip  to  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge  in 
Genesee  and  Orleans  counties,  fWe  Freeland  reported  eleven  White-rumped  Sandpipers 
in  a  flock  at  Cayuga  Pool.  He  also  located  three  male  Prot.honotarv  Warblers  and  a 
King  Rail  on  this  productive  visit.  On  June  21st,  a  putative  male  Blue  Grosbeak  was 
reported  singing  from  a  treetop  in  Ellicottville  in  Cattaraugus  County.  Chestnut- 
colored  wing  bars  were  seen  by  some  observers  but  the  bird’s  vocalizing  did  not 
agree  with  descriptions  of  the  usual  song  for  this  rare  western  visitor.  In  any 
case,  no  verifying  write-up  was  submitted  by  our  compiler  of  records, 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  14217 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  ’Date  Guide  to  Birds  of .Western  New  xork agd 
Adjacent  Ontario'  (E.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  tiles 
of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


"  -  Indicates  first  record  of  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 


L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 


Common  Loon  June 

11 

1  Erie  Eeach,0nt. 

Gardiners 

Great  Flue  Heron 

n 

11 

70  Cak  Orchard  area 

Freeland 

Great  Egret 

ti 

4 

1  Farmersville 

D.  Clark 

131a ck- crowned  Night  Heron 

17 

21  Niagara  Falls 

Freelands 

Least  Bittern 

if 

11 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland 

Whistling  Swan 

if 

1-5 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Morse ;Gretch 

Gadwall 

it 

3 

3  Times  Beach 

Andrle 

i* 

11 

6  Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland 

«i 

11 

2  Tonawanda  WMA 

Freeland 

it 

14 

2  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

American  Wigeon 

ii 

3 

4  Times  Beach 

Andrle 

if 

7,14 

2,8  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

ti 

7 

3  Buffalo  Harbor 

Freeland 

tf 

29 

2  Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle 

Lesser  Scaup 

»i 

7,14 

2  Buffalo  Harbor 

Freeland 

Hooded  Merganser 

if 

1-26 

1  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

Common  Merganser 

n 

11 

2  Amity 

Pitzricks 

Red  Breasted  Merganser 

if 

14 

3  Windmill  Pt.,0nt. 

Freeland, 

Partridge 

Turkey  Vulture 

if 

11 

15  ( roost )Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland, et  ; 

Goshawk 

M 

1-30 

3  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Brooks 

tf 

18 

3  Napoli 

Andrle, et  al 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

If 

16 

1  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

ft 

19 

1  Amherst 

Freelands 

Cooper's  Hawk 

ft 

1-23 

1  Amity 

V,  Pitzrick 

Marsh  Hawk 

ft 

9 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Osprey 

ft 

4 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Me Kales 

ft 

m 

1  Wanakah 

Freeland 

*Bobwhite 

ft 

1  Amherst 

Happ 

*King  Rail 

ft 

11 

1  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Freeland 

Virginia  Rail 

ft 

11 

1  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Freeland 

Common  Gallinule 

fl 

7 

6  Tifft  Farm 

Freeland 

Semipalm?5. ted  Plover 

tl 

11L 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

ff 

26  F 

1  Ft •  Erie ,  Ont • 

Andrle,et  al 

*White-rumped  Sandpiper 

ff 

11L 

8  Iroquois  NWR 

F  re eland 
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Gr  •  Bla  c  k-ba  eked1  Gull 

June 

14 

3  Windmill  Pt,,0nt. 

Freeland, 

Partridge 

■  ■ '  ■■■■ 

!» 

14 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

.  ,  : 

Freeland, 

Partridge 

:Comraon.  Tern 

<i 

10 

v  '  1  A mi tv  Lake 

Pitzricks 

Black  Tern 

91 

7 

'  6  Tifft  ^arm 

Fr  eeland 

Tahip-poor-will 

99 

14 

1  Humber stone , Ont . 

Freeland 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

99 

2 

1  Rossburg 

V.  Pitzrick 

99 

14 

1  Windmill  Pt.,0nt. 

Freeland , 
Partridge 

99 

18 

1  Wanakah 

Freeland 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

99 

3 

2  Allegany  S.P. 

Freeland , Sundell 

99 

4 

2  So, Valley  Twp, 

Andrle,et  al. 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

99 

26L 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith, 

Brooks 

Tufted  Titmouse 

99 

11 

1  Abino  Kills, Ont, 

Gardiners 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

99 

3-4 

1  Allegany  S.P, 

Freeland, et  al. 

99 

10,19 

2,1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Carolina  Wren 

*  99 

3 

1  So. Valley  Twp. 

Freeland 

Long-billed  Marsh  Wren 

99 

7 

31  Tifft  Farm 

Freeland 

V  *  i  0  * 

•i 

11 

'  294  Oak*  Orchard?  area 

Freeland 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

99 

4-2  7 

6  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

99 

- 4 

3  So ,Valley  Twp. 

Andrle,et  al. 

99 

11 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland 

Yellow-throated  Vireo 

99 

3 

1  So, Valley  Twp. 

■Freeland 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

99 

4 

4  Iroquois  NWR 

Me Kales 

99 

11 

3  Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland 

Brewster's  Warbler 

99 

4 

r  So. Valley  Twp. 

A ndrle, et  al. 

99 

4  4 

1'  Carroll  Twp, 

’  Andrle,et  al. 

■ 

99 

co 

i — ( 

1.  Steamburg 

Sundell, A ndrle , 
et  al.(BOS) 

99 

23 

1  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

Nashville  Warbler 

n 

1-6 

1.  Amity 

V,  Pitzrick 

99 

2-28 

1-6  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

99 

3 

1  So, Valley  Twp, 

.  FreelanS 

99 

3-4 

3  Allegany  S.P. 

Freeland, et  al. 

9! 

12 

4  Scio 

V.  Fitzrick 

Northern  Parula 

99 

3-4 

8  Allegany  S.P. 

F  reeland, et  al, 

•  9 

•4,25- 

--5,2  Allegany  S.P. 

A ndrle,  et  al. 

Cape  May  Warbler 

99 

2L 

1  Ellicottville 

Freeland 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

99 

1-2& 

16  Alfred  area 

Brooks,  et  al. 

99 

25 

2  Alfred 

Andrle,et  al. 

Cerulean  Warbler 

•  9 

11 

1  Scio 

V.  Pitzrick 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

99 

2 

1  Ellicottville 

Freeland 

19 

3-4 

1  Allegany  S.P. 

Freeland 

99 

10 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Prairie  Warbler 

99 

1-2% 

1-4  Alfred  area 

Broo  ks, 

Klin  gen smith 

"5 

,12,17,23 

1  Amity 

V,  Pitzrick 

99 

25 

1  Alfred 

A ndrle  ,et  al. 
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Yellow-breasted  Chat  June 

3 

1  So ,  Va lley  Twp . 

Freeland 

Hooded  Warbler 

If 

1 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

r  f  •  f  i  * 

If 

3-4 

2  Allegany  S.P. 

Freeland 

House  Finch 

ff 

1-30 

6-15  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

ff 

4-30 

3  Snyder 

DeKleine 

Fine  Siskin 

•  f 

1-29 

1-3  South  Wales  ,fV, 

Bee, Becker 

If 

1  Allegany  S.P,  , 

Andrle,et  al. 

ff 

9  Allegany  S.P. 

Freeland, et  al 

.  j 

Henslow  *  s  Sparrow 

ff 

5 

1  New  Albion 

J . Chappie 

ff 

Z 

5  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

:  <  4 

ff 

16 

4  Clarence 

Freeland 

Clay-colored  Sparrow 

ff 

16 

1  Grand  Island 

Freeland 

White-throated  Sparrow 

ff 

4-27 

1-4  Alfred  area 

Brooks, 

Klingensmith 

H 

11 

1  Alma 

Fitzricks 

Species,  subspecies  Y  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year  246 
Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  •  4 
Total  for  year  •  .  .  «  . ,  .  ,  .  ,  ,  ,  ,  ,  ,  ,  ,  , ,  ,  ,  ,  ,  ,  ,  ,  ,  ,  250 


Mallard 
Wood  Duck 
Cooper's  Hawk 
Downy  Woodpecker 
Tree  Swallow 
Gray  Catbird 
Eastern  Bluebird. 
Eastern  Bluebird 
Eastern  Bluebird 
House  Finch 
House  Finch 


June 


1978  NESTING  RECORDS  -  II 


-  11 

6Y0 

Pt  ,Abino,Cnt . 

Gardiners 

4  1 

ad., 18  YO 

Oak  'Orchard  WMA 

Me Kales 

15 

N,Y 

Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

30 

ad . , 1Y0 

Eggertsville  ; 

Me Kales 

14-15 

yg.dead  in 

2  nests  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

*  25 

N,Y( June  30,1YO)  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

1-13 

2ad . ,3Y( June  17 

,yg.'dead)  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

18 

2  ad , , 5YC 

Amity  Lake 

V,  Pitzrick 

24 

2  ad, ,4Y 

Amity  Lake 

V,  Pitzrick 

16 

ad . , 3Y0 

Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

18 

2  ad , ,4Y0 

Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


8  NEW  SPECIES  NOTED  ON- 1978  B.O.S.  1 51 MI- RUNS 


-  By: David  B,  Freeland 

_  .  E^ht  species  not'  recorded  in  earlier  years  spiced  the  third  year  of  the 

Society  s  Iiini- Run  breeding  bird  survey  program.  As  a  partial  offset,  three  species 
were  missed. after  having  been  present  the  first  two  years  of  the  program.  Similar 
to  a  TJ;S.  Fish  &  Wildlife  Survey  program  of  long  standing,  the  Kini-Runs  involve 

St°PS  *°j  t]?ree  mjnutes  each  over  pre-determined  routes  in  Erie  County, 
h ,  12  j  am- Runs  are-  designed  to  help  us  understand  population  trends  in  Erie  County 
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1978  B.O.S.  Mini-Runs,  cont. 

Among  the  first-timers  this  year  was  an  unusual  Prairie  Warbler  on  Marian 
Crone’s  Mini-Run  F,  Orchard  Park,  Although  this  Mini-Run  was  conducted  a  week 
earlier  than  the  prescribed  June  10-25  period,  the  bird  was  most  likely  a  vagrant 
rather  than  a  true  migrant.  The  species  is  now  known  to  breed  at  the  location  where 
it  was  heard  on  June  4, 

Also  added  to  the  Mini-Run  summary  for  the  first  year  were  Whip-poor-will, 
Hairy  Woodpecker »  Short-billed  Marsh  Wren,  Black-and-white  Warbler,  Nashville  Warbler, 
Blackburnian  Warbler  and  Ovenbird .  Missing  for  the  first  time  in  three  years  were 
Upland  Sandpiper,  Spotted  Sandpiper  and  Grasshopper  Sparrow, 

The  87  species  represent  a  new  peak,  higher  than  the  84  noted  in  1976  and 
the  81  observed  in  1977.  Individual  birds  were  down  slightly,  to  5429  this  year  af¬ 
ter  5438  in  1976  and  5716  in  1977.  No  special  significance  is  immediately  attribut¬ 
able  to  the  number  of  total  individuals. 

Red-winged  Blackbird  (843)  regained  its  1976  position  as  most  abundant 
bird  in  Erie  County,  returning  1977  leader  Common  Grackle  (523  this  7/ear)  to  third 
place.  Starling  (639)  stayed  in  second  place.  House  Sparrow  (495)  in  fourth,  and 
American  Robin  (449)  in  fifth. 

Most  widespread  for  the  third  straight  year  was  American  Robin,  noted  on 
210  of  300  Mini- Run .stops.  Thereafter  it  was  Red-winged  Blackbird  (197  stops),  Song 
Sparrow  (170),  Common  Grackle  (151)  and' Starling  (148).  The  1978  order  is  identical 
to  1976;  in  1977».Song  Sparrow  and  Common  Grackle  switched  position. 

High  count. of  a  single  species  on  a  single  Mini-Run  was  the  192  Red-winged 
Blackbirds  on  24  of  25  stops  in  Mini-Run  A •  That  was  more  than  the  previous  record 
186  Common  Grackles,  also  on  Mini- Run  A,  in  1977 •  Mini-Run  A  really  dominates  the 
records  in  this  department,  having  noted  Red-winged  Blackbirds  on  24  of  25  stops 
both  of  the  first  two  years  of  the  program  as  well  as  this  year;  that  Mini-Run  also 
recorded  Starling  on  24  stops  in  1976. 

'•  Once  again,  .the  most  diverse  route  was  Mini-Run  K  (Zoar  Valley),  where  56 
species  were  found,  D  had  48  species.  The  record,  58  species,  was  also  on  K,  in 
1976.  "Busiest  route,  as  usual,, was  A  with  723  individuals  versus  E’s  672.  The  re¬ 
cord,  765  individuals,  was  achieved  on  A  in  1976. 

Save  Whip-poor-will  and  Common  Nighthawk,  nocturnal  species  were  absent. 

Our  Mini- Runs  have  yet  to  mark  an  owl  or  an  American  Woodcock.  Also  absent  for  three 
years  now  are  Ruby-throated  Hummingbird,  Mockingbird,  Golden-winged  Warbler  and  Ves¬ 
per  Sparrow, 

\  * 

Nine  species  were  recorded  on  all  12  Mini-Runs:  Gray  Catbird,  American 
Robin,  Starling,  Yellow  Warbler,  House  Sparrow,  Red-winged  Blackbird,  Common  Grackle, 
Chipping  Sparrow  and  Song  Sparrow,  Noted  on  11  Mini-Runs  were  Mourning  Dove,  Barn 
Swallow,  Common  Crow,  House  Wren,  Northern  Oriole,  Brown-headed  Cowbird  and  Cardinal. 
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1978  B . 0 , S .  Mini-Runs , cont . 


Special  thanks  is  given  to  the  observers  and  assistants  who  continue  to 
make  the  B.O.S.  Mini-Run  program  run  smoothly:  , 


MINI- RUN  (AREA.)  OBSERVER 


ASSISTANT 


A  (Grand  Island) 

B  (Amherst-Clarence) 

C  (Kenmore-Cheektowaga) 

D  (Clarence-Newstead) 

E  (Hamburg-Evans) 

F  (Hamburg-Orchard  Park) 
G  (Elma- Lancaster) 

H  (Wales-Marilla) 

I  (Evans-Brant) 

J  (Boston-North  Collins) 
K  (Concord-Collins) 

L  ( Sardinia-Colden) 


Harriette  Klabunde 
Dave  Freeland 
Robert  Wagner 
Marie  Wendling 
Marcy  Foster 
Marian  Crone 
Ann  Bauer 
Stanley  King 
Cynthia  Millard 
Robert  Andrle 
Frances  Rew 
Peter  Matlock  . 


Walter  Klabunde 
none 

p 

none 

Margaret  Wendling 
none 

Lincoln  Crone 
none 

Jane  King 
Eva  Faulson 
Patricia  Andrle 
Pauline  Schwartz 
Lois  Matlock 


The  complete  statistics  for  the  1978  Mini-Runs  follow,  including  averages 
for  number  of  individuals  per  Mini-Run,  stops  recorded  per  mini-Run,  and  number  of 
individuals  per  stop  for  the  12  Mini-Runs,  The  "change"  column  reflects  general 
trends  away  from  the  average  for  the  first  two  years  of, the  program, -A^  simple  "up" 
or  "down"  signifies  change  of  at  least  25  decimal,  poin’ts  for  species  at  a  frequency 
less  than  1.00  and  change'  of  at  least  50  percent  for  species  at  a  frequency  of  1,00 
or  greater,  "Far  Up"  and  "far  down"  signify  change  of  at  least  200  percent  for  spe¬ 
cies  at  a  frequency  less  than  1,00  and  change  of  at  least  100  percent  for  species 
at  a  frequency  of  1,00  or  greater. 


) 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

IND'S/ 

STOPS/ 

IND'S 

CHANGE 

SPECIES  INDIVIDUALS 

STOPS 

RUNS 

RUNS 

RUN 

STOP 

Great  Blue  Heron 

6 

4 

3 

.50 

.33 

.020 

up 

Green  Heron 

2 

2 

2 

(D,H) 

.17 

.  .17 

.007 

Mallard 

5 

2 

2 

(D,J) 

.42 

-,17 

,017 

down 

Wood  Duck 

7 

2 

2' 

(B,D) 

.58 

.17 

.023 

far  up 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

1 

1 

1 

(J) 

.08 

.08 

o003 

Red- shouldered  Hawk 

1 

1 

1 

(K) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

American  Kestrel 

7 

5 

5 

.58 

.42 

.023 

up 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

12 

11 

7 

1.00 

.92 

.040- 

down 

Common  Gallinule 

2 

1 

1 

(D-) 

.17 

.08 

.007 

Killdeer 

47 

29 

10 

3.92 

2,42 

.157 

Herring  Gull 

19 

7 

1 

(A) 

1.58 

.58 

.063 

up 

Ring-billed  Gull 

30 

13 

3 

2.50 

1.08 

.100 

Common  Tern 

1 

1 

1 

(A) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

Rock  Dove 

90 

21 

9 

7,50. 

1.75 

.300 

Mourning  Dove 

121 

76 

11 

10.08 

6.33 

.403 
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•  r  ■’  r' '  1 ; 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

BID'S/ 

STOPS/ 

IND'S/ 

SPECIES  INDIVIDUALS 

STOPS 

RUNS 

RUN 

RUN 

STOP  : 

-  -CHANGE 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

1 

1 

1  (E) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

3 

3 

3 

.25 

.25 

.010 

Whip-poor-will 

1 

1 

1  (F) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

Common  Night  hawk 

1 

1 

1  (c) 

.08 

,08 

.003 

Chimney  Swift 

8 

5 

2  (E,G) 

.67 

.42 

.027 

far  down 

Belted  Kingfisher 

1 

1 

1  (B) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

Common  Flicker 

14 

13 

7 

1.17 

1.08 

.047 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

1 

1 

1  (F) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

1 

1 

1  (K) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

Downy  Woodpecker 

7 

6 

3 

.58 

.50 

.023 

down 

Eastern  Kingbird 

22 

17 

7 

1.83 

1.42 

.073 

Gr. Crested  Flycatcher 

18 

17 

8 

1.50 

1.42 

a  060 

far  up 

Eastern  Phoebe 

11 

10  v 

6 

.92 

.83 

.037 

Willow  Flycatcher 

13 

11 

6 

1.08 

.92 

.043 

Alder  flycatcher 

1 

1 

1  (j) 

.08 

,08 

,003 

Least  Flycatcher 

11 

11 

7 

.92 

.92 

.037 

■t 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

15 

13 

6 

1.25 

1.08 

.050 

?  . 

Horned  Lark 

4 

3 

3 

.33 

.25 

.013 

Tree  Swallow  '■  ' 

16 

7 

s-4 

1.33 

.58 

.053 

up 

Bank  Swallow 

4 

1 

1  an 

.33 

.08 

.013 

Rough-wirtged  Swallow 

3  • 

1 

1  (K) 

,  .25 

.08 

.010 

'• 

Barn  Swallow 

108" 

50 

11 

9.00 

4.17 

.360 

Purple  MsCrtin 

93 

25 

5 

7.75 

2.08 

.310 

Blue  Jay 

20 

15 

7 

1.67 

1.25 

.067 

Common  Crow 

185 

100 

11 

15.42 

8.33 

.617 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

29 

24 

10 

2.42 

2.00 

.097 

Tufted  Titmouse  1 

2 

1 

1  (E) 

.17 

.08 

.007 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

2 

2 

1  (E) 

.17 

.17 

.007 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

1 

1 

1  (G) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

House  Wren 

79 

60 

11 

6.58 

5.00 

.263 

Short-billed  Marsh  Wren 

1 

1 

1  (J) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

Gray  Catbird 

86 

68 

12 

7.17 

5.67 

.287 

Brown  Thrasher 

5 

5 

3 

.42 

.42 

.017 

American  Robin 

449 

210 

12 

37.42 

17.50 

1.497 

\  ’•  \ 

Wood  Thrush 

37 

27 

8 

3.08 

2.25 

.123 

Veery 

9 

6 

A  4 

.75 

.50 

.030 

up 

Cedar  Waxwing 

40 

19 

10 

3.33 

1.58 

.133 

up 

Starling 

639 

148 

12 

53.25 

12.33 

2.130 

Yellow-throated  Vireo 

1 

1 

1  (K) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

35 

34 

9 

2.92 

2.83 

.117 

Warbling  Vireo 

20 

18 

8 

1.67 

1.50 

.067 

Black-and-white  Warbler 

1 

1 

1  (B) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

6 

4 

1  (K) 

.50 

.33 

.020 
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f  ... 

TOTAL  , 

TOTAL 

SPECIES  INDIVIDUALS 

STOPS 

Nashville  Warbler 

1 

1 

Yellow  Warbler 

173 

110 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

1 

1 

Chestnut- sided  Warbler 

5 

4 

Prairie  Warbler 

1 

1  { 

Ovenbird. 

1 

1 

Mourning  Warbler 

2 

2 

Common  Yellowthroat 

56 

49 

American  Redstart 

7 

7  ; 

House  Sparrow 

495 

110 

Bobolink 

59 

31 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

96 

61 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

843 

197 

Northern  Oriole 

64 

51 

Common  Grackle 

523 

151 

Brown-headed  Ccvwbird 

76  ■' 

40 

Scarlet  Tanager 

3 

3 

Cardinal  7 

81 

64 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

1  11  , 

10 

Indigo  Bunting  ■ 

28  '  1 

23 

Purple  Finch  H * 

Hi:  2  '  '  ‘ 

2 

American  Goldfinch 

’  75 

45 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

"  9  . 

9 

Savannah  Sparrow, 

63 

41 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

1  ; 

1 

Chipping  Sparrow 

'  95 

69 

Field  Sparrow 

33 

31 

Swamp  Sparrow 

2 

2 

Song  Sparrow 

'275 

170 ; 

TOTALS  (87  species) 

5429 

300 

1978  (84  species) 

5438 

300 

1977  (81  specie's) 

5716 

300 

TOTAL  BID'S/  STOPS/  IND'S/ 

Rims  RUN  Rim  STOP  CHANGE 


1  (E) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

12 

14.42 

9.17 

.577 

1  (K) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

3 

.42 

.33 

.017 

1  (F) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

1  (J) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

2  (E,K)  .17 

.17 

.007 

9 

4.67 

4.08 

.187 

4 

.58 

.58 

.023 

12 

41.25 

9.17 

1.650 

8 

4.92 

1.58 

.197 

10 

8.00 

5.08 

.320 

12 

70.25 

16.42 

2.810 

11 

5.33 

4.25 

.213 

12 

43.58 

12.58 

1.743 

11 

6.33 

3.33 

.253 

1  (K) 

.25 

.25 

.010 

11 

6.75 

5.33 

.270 

5 

.92 

.83 

.037 

6 

2.33 

1.92 

.093 

2  ( B , K )  .17 

.17 

.007 

10 

6.25 

3.75 

.250 

5 

.75 

.75 

.030 

8 

5.25 

3.42 

.210 

1  (J) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

12 

7.92 

5.75 

.317 

9 

2.75 

1.58 

.127 

1  (B) 

.17 

.17 

.007 

12 

22.92 

14.17 

.917 

12 

452.42 

25.00 

18.097 

12 

453.17 

25.00 

18.127 

12 

476.33 

25.00 

19.053 

—  60  Haymarket  Square,  East  Amherst, N.Y. 
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Reflections  on  Weekend  Birding 


by  David  Wilcove 

„  "Rarities  occur  on  weekends"  is  a  saying  familiar  to  many  birdwatchers* 
Intuitively  we  recognize  that  the  number  of  rarities  found  is  directly  proportional 
to  observer  activity  within  a  given  area.  Consequently  our  evaluation  of  a  species* 
status  within  the  Niagara  Frontier  must  be  tempered  by"  a  recognition  that  at  best 
we  can  see  only  a  small  part  of  the  overall  picture ,' that  part  revealed  by  the  efforts 
of  our  regional  birders.  Under  normal  circumstances  we  can  only  approximate  the 
relationship  between  birder  activity  and  the  number  oi  rarities  discovered,  We  all 
realize  that  many  discoveries  are  made  on  weekends,  when  observers  are  most  active, 
but  a  precise  evaluation  eludes  us.  Fortunately  the  meticulous  records  of  the  B.O.S, 
provide  a  means  to  roughly  quantify  what  I  will  call  the  "weekend  factor,"  as  demon¬ 
strated  by  the  following  experiment. 

By  examining  Volume  43,  Numbers  2-12  and  Volume  44,  Number  1  of  The  Prothon- 
otary  I  obtained  a  list  of  all  rarieties  seen  in  the  year  1977  ("rarity"  being  defin¬ 
ed  as  any  observation  that  required  a  verification  write-up,  Whether  for  species  in¬ 
volved,  date,  location,  or  maximum  number),  and  the* date  of  discovery.  By  back- 
checking  with  an  old  calendar  I  could  determine  which  discoveries  were  made  on  a 
Saturday  or  Sunday  and  thereby  derive  a  percentage.  In  order  to  accurately  evaluate 
the  weekend  factor  I  counted  only  the  date  of  discovery  of  a  bird  in  a  given  month. 
For  example,  a  Louisiana  Heron  discovered  on  May  12,  and  subsequently  seen  on  May  13 
and  May  15  is  only  listed  for  one  date,  that  of  discovery.  Clearly  birders  who 
might,  otherwise  have  stayed  home  made  a  special  effort  to  see  'the  bird,  I  counted 
six  major  holidays  as  weekend  days  in  deriving  the  statistics:  New  Year*s  Day  (Janu¬ 
ary  1)*  Memorial  Day  (May  30),  Independence  Day  (July  4),  Labor  Day  (September  5)> 
Thanksgiving  Day  (November  24),  and  Christmas  Day  (December  25).  Finally  I  decided 
to  exclude  House  Finch  observations  from  all  evaluations,  since  the  species  is  x^ide- 
spread  and  numerous,  hardly  a  rarity. 

By  these  criteria,  a  total  of  163  discoveries  were  documented  and  accepted 
for  the  year  1977*  Of  these  163  records,  100  werq  discovered  on  a  Saturday,  Sunday, 
or  holiday.  Consequently  for  the  year  1977 »  6lLo  of  all  discoveries  in  the  Niagara 
Frontier  were  made  on  weekends  or  holidays,  iJhat  is  the  significance  of-  this  statis¬ 
tic? 


Assume  for  a  moment  that  observer  activity  was  constant  throughout  the 
week.  Assume  also  that  the  rarities  were  randomly  distributed,  throughout  the  week, 
We  would  assume,  then,  that  weekend  birding  would  contribute  2/7  of  our  unusual  re¬ 
cords,  or  approximately  29^*  The  number  of  holidays  is  too  few  to  significantly 
affect  this  figure.  But  we  have  seen  that  weekend  activity  contributed  6l $  of  the 
discoveries;  hence  the  weekend  factor  is  a  two-fold  increase  in  the  number  of  pre¬ 
dicted  records.  Of  course,  these  assumptions  are  flaxied,  Firstly,  they  do  not 
take  into  consideration  the  differing  abilities  of  field  observers.  Secondly,  we 
know  that  rarities  are  not  randomly  distributed  throughout  the  week.  Often  an  un¬ 
usual  bird  occurs  during  a  migratory  movement  of  a  commoner  species,  and  these  mi- 
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Reflections  on  Weekend  Birding,cont. 

grations  occur  on  specific  days  when  weather  conditions  are  favorable.  If  the -big 
waves  of  Emigrants  fe9.1  on  weekends,  the  weekend  factor  would  appear  much  greater; 
conversely,  if  the  waves  happened  during,  the  week  days,  the  observers  might  report 
a  general  lack  of  unusual  birds,  and  the  weekend  factor  wouj-d  seem  smaller.  Thirdly, 
we  recognize  'that  rarities  frequently  remain  in  the  region  for  extended  periods  of 
time  (but,  alas,  not  always).  A  Black-legged  Kittiwake  that  flew  into  the  Niagara 
Falls  area  bn  Wednesday  and  left  on  Thursday  might  never  be  detected.  But  if  it  re¬ 
mained  until  Sunday,  chances  are  some  observer  would  pick  it  out. 

Based  on  these  reflections  I  suggest  that  rarities  are  more  numerous  than 
our  records  suggest,  perhaps  twice  as  numerous.  This  is  especially  true  for  migrant 
passerines  and  other  birds  that  pause  only  briefly  in  our  area  en  route  to  other 
spots,  and  less  true  for  wintering  gulls  and  those  species  that  remain  in  our  area 
for  extended  periods  of  time.  Only  through  increased  observer  activity  can  we  better 
understand  the  status  of  all  birds  in  the  Niagara  Frontier. 

f.  .  H 

I  would  like  to  thank  Pave  Freeland  for  his  suggestions  concerning  this  paper.  All 
conclusions  are  the  author's. 

-  89  Depew  A venue,  Buffalo,  New  York  14214 
B'oO.S .  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 


MAY  28  —  The  Section  6  Exploration  took  place  on  an  idyllic  day  with  a 
perfectly  blue  sky  and  plenty  of  sun.  No  doubt  the  weather  pattern  had  something 
to  do  with  the  near  absence  of  migratory  birds.  At  Rockhouse  Point,  the  only  shore- 
birds  were  a  couple  of  Semipalmated  Sandpipers,  a  Black-bellied  Plover  and,  inshore, 
Upland.  Sandpipers.  However,  we  were  gratified  to  find  three  immature  Double-crested 
Cormorants  offshore  there  (an  additional  bird,  an  adult,  was  seen  about  a  mile  or  so 
east),  along  with  two  Caspian  Terns,  an  immature  Great  Black-backed  Gull  and  3^  im¬ 
mature  Bonaparte's  Gulls.  In  marshes  along  the  Grand  River,  we  found  a  Lesser  Scaup, 
Black  Terns  and  the  usual  array  of  birds  of  that  habitat,  including  an  American  Coot 
with  six  downy  young.  By’  day's  end,  75  species  were  on  our  list. 

—  Bob  Wagner 
NOTES 

<  \  ■  t  •  ; 

NOTICE  OF  ANNUAL  MEETING  ,  > 

BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY,  INC. 

Notice  is  hereby  given' that  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Buffalo  Ornith  ological  Society, 
Inc.  a  New  York  corporation,  will  be  held  at  the  Buffalo  Trap  and  Field  Club,  Cayuga 
knd  Phillips  Roads,  Chee'ktowaga,  New  York,  on  Wednesday  the  11th  day  of  October, 1978 
at  8:00  P.M,  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  any  and  all  business  that  may  come  before 
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the  meeting,  including  the  fixing  of  dues  and.  election  of:  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year  and  the  election  of  members  of  the  Council  to  fill  any  vacancies  that  may  exist 
on  that  date ,  ■  !  •  • 


Edward  C,  Fessler,  President 

>  '  ’  "  r  i 

The  Bioloey  of  The  American  Robin 

—■■■■"  ri,l“  ■  1  —■■»■■■  "»■  — ■■■ .  -1  ■  ■  ■  — 

?  *  The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  has  been  requested  by  the  Rev,  R,  Charles 
Long',  Research  Associate  of  the  Department  of  Ornithology  of  the  Royal  Ontario  Museum 
in  Toronto,  to  participate  in  a  three  year  study  of  the  American  Robin,  Nuring  the 
three  year  period  (1978-1980),  Reverend  Long  requests  that  B,0,S,  members,  as  individ¬ 
uals,  submit  the  folloitfing  data  to* him  concerning  robins  in  their  locality, 

(1)  Arrival  and  departure  dates  -  earliest  each  season, 

(2)  Arrival  and  departure  dates  for  the  bulk  of  the  birds;  arrival 

of  females, 

(3)  First  and  last. dates  of  nesting  -  beginning  and  completion, 

(s4)  First  and  last  dates  for  first  egg  laid  and/or  nest  completion, 

(5)  Size  of  clutch. 

(6)  Last  date  for  last  clutch  completion;  indicate  whether  second 
or  third  brood, 

(7)  Latest  date  for  young  in  the  nest. 

In  addition,  if  the  observer  has  been  compiling  data  over  a  number  of  years, 

information  as  to  the  average  arrival  and  departure  dates  and  the  number  of  years 

on  which  the  average  is  based  will  be  welcome  as  'will  latest  average  date  of  spring 
arrival  and  the  latest  average  date  of  fall  departure. 

If  your  data  is  for  a  location  other  than  your  home  or  even  different  sites 
within  a  city,  please  indicate.  If  you  do  not  have  time  to  evaluate  and  work  out 
the  details,  send  the  list  of  dates  and  other  information  to  Reverend  Long  who  will 
extract  the  needed  data. 

All  information  should  be  sent  to: 

Rev,  R,  Charles  Long 
71  Head  owlily  Road 
London,  Ontario  N5W  1B7 
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1  -  # 

Unless  otherwise  noted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  through  June,  inclusive,  in  the  Society's 
club  room  at  the  Euffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

October  11th:  Annual  Meeting.  Installation  of  officers',  for  the  coming 

year.  :  The  Annual  Meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Buffalo 
Trap  and  Field  Club,  Cayuga  and  Phillips  Roads,  Cheek- 
towaga,  N.Y.  The  meeting  will  be  preceded  by  a  dinner 
at  7:15  p«m,  Cocktails  will  be  available  at  6: 30  p.m. 
(cash  bar).  The  cost  of  each  dinner  ticket,  including 
gratuity,  is  $8.75  per  person.  Persons  wishing  to 
attend  the  Annual  Meeting  but  who  cannot  join  us  for 
dinner  are  most  welcome.  Cur  speaker  for  the  occasion 
is  Dr.  William  0.  Robinson  of.  Pittsburgh,  a  noted  sur- 
J.  geont.who  is  also  recognized  as  an  outstanding  bird 

photographer  and  field  observer.  His  presentation  is 
entitled:  "Birding  with  John  Williams  in  East  Africa." 

.  .  John  Williams  is, the  doyen  of  African  ornithologists 
and  author  of  several  works  on  African  birds. 

’Law  Enforcement  of  the  Migratory  Bird  Treaty  Act'. 

Our  speaker  will  be  B.O.S,  member  Kenneth  Cohen. 

Mr.,  Cohen,  who  ijs  an  assistant  United  States  Attor¬ 
ney  for  the  western  district  of  New  York  State,  was 
appointed  to  this  post  in  1973*  Since  that  time, 
he  has  been  instrumental  in  implementing  enforce¬ 
ment  of  legislation  relating  to  environmental  matters 
locally.  His  talk  will  focus  on  the  prosecution  of 
the.iFMC  Corporation  whose  chemical  plant  in  Middle- 
port  in  Niagara  County  was  the  scene  of  a  massive 
bird  and  mammal  kill  in  1975* 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS  '  . 

Cctober  27-28:  Hawk  Cliff . Overnight ... "Raptors  and  More."  Co¬ 

leaders  , -Bob  A ndrle  (tel.  896-5200, days)  and 
Peter  P  Lois  Matlock  (tel.  652-4519).  We  will 
depart  Buffalo  on  Eriday  night  and  return  late 
.  Saturday,  with  a  leaders '  option  to  postpone  the 

trip  24  hours  if  hawk  flight  conditions/ especially 
advantageous  for  Sunday,  Cctober  29.  Any  change 
will  be  communicated  to  participants  by  Thursday, 
October  26.  Interested  participants  should  re¬ 
serve  overnight  accomodation  at  either  the  Maple 
Leaf  Motel  (tel.  519-631-6580)  or  Wendie  Leigh 
Motel  (tel.  519-631-7580) ,  then  notify  the  Matlocks 
as  to  (a)  number  of  people  in  your  party  and  where 


Cctober  25th: 

:•  f. 
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you  are  staying,  (b)  local  contact  point  in  event 
plans  change,  and  (c)  whether  you  need  a  ride  or 
can  offer  car-pool  space  to  other  participants. 

Both  motels  are  on  Route  3  on  the  east  edge  of 
St.  Thomas,  Ontario,  just  10  miles  from  the  Hawk 
Cliff  lookout.  Additional  birding  is  planned  for 
the  Lake  Erie  shore  on  the  drive  home. 

November  5th:  Field  trip  to  Lake  Ontario  shore  ... "Waterf owl  flights 

and  Guess  Who*s  Coming  for  Winter?"  Co-leaders, 

Harold  Mitchell  (tel. 897-2102)  and  Pave  Freeland 
(tel. 688-4359 ) •  We  will  meet  at  8:15  a.m.  at  the 
Lewiston  landing.  In  the  village  of  Lewiston, 
follow  Center  Street  to  the  bottom  of  the  hill(Water 
Street),  then  go  past  the  Riverside  Inn  to  the  parking 
area  next  to  the  green  tank. 

November  18th:  Saturday  field  trip  to  the  Niagara  River, . ."Gulls, Gulls, 

Gulls  (and  Others),"  a  joint  outing  with  the  Genesee 
Ornithological  Society,  Rochester,  Co-leaders,  Fran  Rew 
(tel,  822-0342)  and  Gordon  Meade  (tel,  381-0210, Rochester) , 
We  will  meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the  Vermont  &  Busti  entrance 
to  the  Peace  Bridge,  or  at  8:15  a.m.  at  the  first  parking 
lot  south  of  the  Peace  Bridge  along  the  Canadian  side  of 
the  Niagara  River.  We  will  pick  up  the  Rochester  group 
at  9s00  a.m.  in  the  Old  Fort  Erie  parking  lot,  so  late¬ 
comers  can  catch  us  there. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler:  Mr.  David.  Freeland,  60  Haymarket  Square,  East 
Amherst,  New  fork  14051. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Doris  0*Malley  at 

760  Main  Street,  Niagara  Falls,  New  York  14301. 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  $.50  per  copy  from  the  Treasurer. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $5*00  per  year  payable  to  the  Treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  14217 
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of  Biology  of  the  State  University  College  at  Buffalo . 
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THE  MONTH 

July  was  hot  and  sunny.  The  high  temperature  for  the  month  was  91°(F) 
which  occurred  on  the  19th  and  20th.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month  was 
70.4°(F),  0.3°  above  normal.  Rainfall  measured  only  1.48  inches,  mostly  during 
heavy  thunderstorms  on  July  26th,  a  departure  of  -1.45  inches  from  the  norm. 
(Meteoroligical  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

By  the  second  week  of  July  the  autumn  passage  of  the  shorebirds  had 
commenced,  auspiciously  inaugurated  by  an  early.  Baird’s  Sandpiper  seen  by  Dave 
^reeland  at  the  municipal  sewage  disposal  ponds  at  Smithville,  Ontario  on  July  9th. 
On  July  11th,  Dick  Byron  reported  a  Wilson's  Phalarope  from  the  diked  impoundment 
area  next  to  the  Small  Boat  Harbor  on  Fuhrmann  Boulevard  in  Buffalo,  an  excellent 
location  for  migrating  shorebirds  and  wandering  waders.  Dike  Zebehazy,  a  tyro  at 
game,  made  an  exciting  discovery  at  this  impoundment  on  July  29th  when  he  observed 
a  Glossy  Ibis  feeding  in  the  shallows  there.  The  Ibis  was  subsequently  seen  by 
several  bird-watchers  before  departing  on  the  31st.  On. July  27th,  Robert  Andrle 
reported  500  Lesser  Yellow- legs  among  other  shorebirds  at  the  same  location.  High 
water  along  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  made  that  shore  from  Erie  Beach  westward 
less  attractive  for  migrating  shorebirds  than  usual.  Consequently,  local  birders 
spent  more  time  at  other  locations  including  the  waste  disposal  ponds  behind  the 
cannery  at  St.  David's,  Ontario.  An  account  of  the  3.O.S.  trip  to  that  location  on 
July  30th,  during  which  over  1500  shorebirds  were  seen,  is  printed  elsewhere  in 
these  pages. 

One  need  not  have  the  gifts  of  a  clairvoyant  to  predict  the  discovery  of 
the  first  nest  of  the  Prairie  Warbler  in  our  study  area.  Hypothetical  records  of 
nests  in  Erie  and  Orleans  Counties  early  in  this  century  have  been  rejected.  In 
the  last  several  years,  adult  birds  feeding  young  have  been  observed  in  Allegany 
and  Chautauqua  counties.  (See  Prothonotary ,  vol.  43:7,  pg.  105.)  Also,  predictably, 
the  indefatigable  field  birders  of  Allegany  County  must  receive  the  credit  for  the 
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discovery.  The  nest,  discoverer!  by  Clarence  Klingensmith  on  June  24th  at  Alfred, 
is  the  subject  of  a  note  published  elsewhere  in  this  issue.  Other  birds  of  unusual 
interest  reported  during  the  month  of  July  include  a  sub-adult  Mute  Swan  apparently 
spending  the  summer  in  the  south  harbor  at  Buffalo, 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  14217 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  than  an  acceptable,,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  fDate  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario1  (B.O.S,  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files 
of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 

Black-crowned  Night 
Heron 

Least  Bittern 


* 


Glossy  Ibis 

Mute  Swan 


Canada  Goose 
Gadwall 


Pintail 


Green-winged  Teal 
American  Wigeon 


Lesser  Scaup 
Common  Merganser 


July 

30 

2  Times  Beach 

Schaffner 

It 

16 

1  Stromness,Ont , 

Schaffner  ,A  ,R, 
Clark, A .Clark, 

If 

29-30 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle,  et  al. 

1,12 

1  Times  Beach 

Andnle,  et  al. 

f » 

12-18 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

If 

30 

1  Times  Beach 

Schaffner 

II 

29 

16  Sardinia 

O'Dell 

II 

12,18 

2,3  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

II 

16 

5  Mohawk  ls,,0nt. 

Schaffner,  A,R. 
Clark,  .A,  Clark 

If 

9 

2  Mud  Lake,0nt. 

Freeland 

II 

17 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

II 

30 

2  Straitfberry  Island 

Sc  haffner,  A.R, 
Clark 

1 1 

ft 

30 

1  Smithville,0nt, 

Andrle , Thill, 
Curry, et  al(BOS) 

13 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle,  et  al, 
Andrle, Thill, 
Curry, et  al(BOS) 

• » 

If 

30 

1  St,  David's,0nt, 

f  f 

1,12 

1,2  Times  Beach 

And  rle,  et  al. 

II 

12 

3  Buffalo  Harbor 

Freeland 

1 1 

18 

2  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

1 1 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle,  et  al. 

1 6 

5  Mohawk  ls.,0nt. 

Schaffner , A ,R, 
Clark,  A,  Clark 
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Turkey  Vulture 

July  . 

8 

50  nr.Cassadaga 

Becker , Bee 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

If 

10 

1  Alfred  area 

Elingensmith 

!  • 

II 

>  k 

11,29 

1,1  Amity 

Pitzricks 

r 

If 

30 

1  Scio 

Pitzrick  s 

II 

30,31 

1,1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

If 

4 

1  East  Aurora 

Andrle,  et  al. 

•  .  <* «  ‘ 

II 

25 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Marsh  Hawk  ~ 

"14,15.23,25  1, 

2,1,1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

It 

22 

1  Alfred  area  - 

Brooks 

Bobwhite 

•  1 

9 

1  Port  Colborne ,0nt • 

Freeland 

Semipalmated  Plover 

II 

18  F 

2  Buffalo  Harbor 

Freeland 

II 

30 

3  Times  Beach 

.  Schaffner 

Killdeer 

•  1  , 

9 

130  L.Erie  Shore, Ont, 

Freeland 

♦ 

•  I 

9 

100  Smithville , Ont , 

Freeland 

Black-b,ellied  Plover 

II 

30F 

2  St.  David's, Ont. 

Andrle, Thill, 

> 

Curry, et  al(BOS) 

II 

30F 

2  Times  Beach 

Schaffner 

vRuddy  Turnstone 

It 

•  •  9F 

2  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Freeland 

M 

■  iZ  ; 

2  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Schaffner 

II 

n 

1  Mohawk  Is., Ont. 

Schaffner,A.R. 
Clark, A.  Clark 

Solitary;  Sandpiper 

II 

9F 

2  Waverly  Beach, Ont. 

Freeland 

.  ... Jf;*; 

II 

9F 

1  Smithville , Ont , 

Freeland 

Greater  Ye  Howlers 

II 

12F 

1  Times  Beach.- 

Freeland 

Lesder  Yellowlegs 

II 

9 

75  L.Erie  Shore, Ont. 

Freeland 

II 

2? 

500  Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle , Foster 

IV 

30 

650  St,  David's, Ont. 

Andrle , Thill, 
Curry, et  al(BOS) 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

If 

16f 

3  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt, 

Schaffner 

If 

30  « 

40  St .  David ' s , Ont • 

Andrle , Thill, 
Curry,et  al(BOS) 

Baird's  Sandpiper 

II 

9F 

1  Smithville, Ont. 

Freeland 

Least  Sandpiper 

ft 

IF 

3  Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle, et  al. 

It 

16 

45  Rockhouse  Pt , , Ont , 

Schaffner 

Short-billed  Dowitcher  " 

9F 

26  L.Erie  Short, Ont. 

Freeland 

It 

9F 

32  St .  David ' s , Ont , 

Freeland 

II 

9F 

2  Smithville, Ont. 

Freeland 

II 

11 

20  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle ,et  al. 

II 

16,30 

36,55  St.  David's, Ont, 

Andrle, et  al. 

II 

22 

175  St.  David's, Ont. 

Klabundes 

* Stilt  Sandpiper 

II 

16  F 

1  St.  David's, Ont. 

Andrle, et  al. 

II 

18 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Freeland 

•I 

22 

2  Bt.  David's, Ont. 

Klabunde  s 

:  ;  ' .  i. 

If 

30 

15  St.  David's, Ont. 

Andrle , Thill, 
Curry, et  al(BOS) 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper  " 

9F 

2  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Freeland 

*Western  Sandpiper 

It 

30 

400  St.  David's, Ont. 

Andrle , Thill, 
Curry, et  al(BPS) 

It 

30 

1  St • David ' s , Ont • 

A ndrle, Thill, 
Curry, et  al(BOS) 

Sanderling 

II 

30F 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Schaffner, A .R. 
Clark 

^Wilson's  Phalarope 

II 

12,27 

1,1  Buffalo  Harbor 

A  ndrle,  et  al. 
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Wilson’s  Fhalarope  July 

12-13 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Freeland 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

II 

2,15 

1  Morgan  *  s  Pt • , Ont • 

Andrle,  et  al. 

ff 

2 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont • 

Andrle,  et  al. 

fl 

16 

1  Rose  Hill, Ont. 

Andrle, et  al. 

It 

16 

2  Mohawk  Is., Ont • 

Schaffner,  A.R, 

i« 

16 

16  Port  Maitland, Ont . 

Clark,  A,  Clark 
Schaffner,  A.R, 

> 

"  ; 

29 

1  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Clark,  A.  Clark 
Schaffner 

ti 

30 

1  Strawberry  Island 

Schaffner,  A.R. 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

m 

2F 

2  Morgan  *  s  Pt . , Ont . 

Clark 

Andrle,et  al. 

it 

9 

200  Rockhouse  Pt • , Ont . 

'^reeland 

if 

16 

75  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Schaffner,  A.R, 

Caspian  Tern 

it 

16 

2  Stromness, Ont , 

Clark, A.  Clark 
Schaffner ,A,  R, 

3 

II 

30 

1  Rockhouse  Pt,,0nt. 

Clark,  A,  Clark 
Andrle,  et  al. 

Black  'Tern 

It 

9 

275  Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Freeland 

Whip-po  or- will 

M  * 

16 

1  Wainfleet  Bog,  Ont. 

Wagner 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

II 

25  >2?;- 

3  Youngstown 

Klabundes 

Bank  Swallow 

II 

,  19 

1200  Stromness, Ont • 

Freeland 

Tufted  Titmouse 

If 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Long-billed  Marsh  Wren 

II 

16 

12  Stromness, Ont. 

Schaffner,  A.R, 

Mockingbird 

If 

-  9 

1  Grimsby, Ont. 

Clark,  A .  Clark 
Freeland 

Eastern  Bluebird 

If 

12,23,31 

1,5,1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

It 

17,23,30 

3,1,1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Nashville  Warbler 

"  ;■  r 

18,20 

1,1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler  f 

'""V 

7 

5  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

II 

17-30 

1-4  Alfred  area  m 

Brooks 

Prairie  Warbler 

II 

■5715 

1  Amity 

V.  Fitzrick 

If 

7 

2  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

II 

19,28 

1,1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Northern  Waterthrush 

II 

30F 

1  Crescent  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle, et  al. 

Common  Grackle 

II 

24 

400  Scio 

Pi tz ricks 

House  Finch 

II 

1-31 

8-12  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

.  *  , 

II 

1-31 

5  Snyder 

De  Kleine 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

It 

1 

1  Allenburg  Bog  area 

Mitchell,  et  al. 

4,12 

,15,23,25 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

9 

1  Stromness, Ont. 

Freeland 

Henslow’s  Sparrow 

It 

24,25 

1,1  Amity  Lake 

V,  Fitzrick 

If 

4-25 

1-3  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

II 

19 

4  Clarence 

Freeland 

White- throated  Sparrow 

,  •  \ 

It 

i 

23 

i 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 
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Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year  •  »•..»  250 
Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  6 

Total  for  year  256 

1978  NESTING  RECORDS  -  III 


1978  NESTING  RECORDS  -  III 


Pied-billed  Grebe 

June 

3 

ad , ,6Y0 

Mud  Lake , Ont  . 

,Schaffner 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

If 

3 

ad.,7Y0 

Mud  Lake, Ont. 

Schaffner 

Mallard 

May 

23 

ad., 310 

Times  Beach 

Schaffner 

Mallard 

June 

3  . 

ad • , 7Y0 

Mud  Lake, Ont. 

Schaffner 

Mallard 

II 

3 

ad.  ,6Y0. 

Mud  Lake, Ont. 

Schaffner 

Mallard 

If 

3 

ad  • , 3Y0 

Mud  Lake, Ont. 

Schaffner 

Mallard 

July 

13 

5Y0 

South  Buffalo 

Andrle,et  al 

Wood  Duck 

II 

29 

ad . , 2YC 

Mina  Twp, 

Schaffner 

Goshawk 

II 

1 

N2Y 

Allenburg  Bog 

Mitchell, 

e t  al , 

Cooper's  Hawk  ,r 

May 

.  27 

N3E  (June  15  e 

hatched;  July  9,1Y;  July  12  2Y 

July  18  1Y0) 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

Marsh  Hawk 

July 

15 

3Y0 

Wainfleet  Bog 

» 

* 

Ont . 

Andrle,et  al 

American  Kestrel 

If 

7 

2  ad . ,4Y 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

American  Kestrel 

II 

21 

ad.,N,Y  (Aug.  2  2Y0)  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

II 

13 

4Y0 

Buffalo  Harbor  Freeland 

Chimney  Swift 

II 

24 

N4Y  (Aug  a  410) 

Stannards 

V.  Fitzrick 

Eastern  Kingbird 

It 

11 

2  ad .  ,4y: 

Amity 

V,  Pitzrick 

Alder  Flycatcher 

II 

7 

N4Y  (July  19,2 

ad,, 4  Y0)  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

•Alder  Flycatcher 

II 

12 

2  ad.,3YQ 

Amity 

V,  Fitzrick 

Prairie  Horned  Lark 

II 

16 

N3S 

Wainfleet  Bog 

,  Ont.  Wagner 

Bank  Swallow 

II 

30 

N1Y 

Scio 

V.  Pitzrick 

Cliff  Swallow 

II 

6-31 

N2Y 

Amity  Lake 

V.  Fitzrick 

Purple  Martin 

II 

30 

N1Y,2Y0„ 

Scio 

V.  Pitzrick 

Black-capped  Chickadee  V 

9 

3Y0 

Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

Brown  Creeper 

II 

30 

2  ad  .•  ,;2Y  . 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Gray  Catbird 

June 

3 

ad, bldg, Mr 

Erie  Beach, Ont. Schaffner 

Gray  Catbird 

July 

18 

2  ad « ,N,2Y0 

Amity 

V.  Fitzrick 

Eastern  Bluebird 

II 

6-31 

6  ad.,9Y 

■  Amity  - 

V.  Pitzrick 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

II 

4 

2  ad.,3Y0 

Oak  Orchard  WMA  Collins, 

Kelly 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

II 

25 

ad.,3Y 

Amity 

V,  Fitzrick 

Prairie  Warbler 

II 

22 

2  ad.,N,3Y0 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Common  Ye 11 owt hr oat  . 
Common  Yellowthroat 

II 

17 

2  ad • , 2Y 

Amity 

V,  Fitzrick 

II 

31 

ad  , ,  N.,  3E 

Amity  Lake  • ' 

V.-'Pitztick 

Northern  Oriole 

II 

7 

2  ad., ,  1Y, 2Y0 

Amity 

V.  Fitzrick 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  " 

7 

ad . ,n,lY0 

Amity 

V.  Fitzrick 

Purple  Finch 

It 

3-31 

2  ad  . , 1-4Y0  . 

Middleport 

Krogs 
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** American  -Goldfinch 

July 

19 

N5E  (July  24,N,E,4Y) 

Amity 

V,  Pitzrick 

American  Goldfinch 

ft 

19 

N5E  (Aug.3,N5Y) 

Amity 

V,  Pitzrick 

>jo!c 

American  Goldfinch 

II 

•* *  » 

19 

N3E  (Julu  24  6E; 

Aug.  2 , 2E4Y ) 

•’  f  ' 

Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

American  Goldfinch 

t  < 

•  29  -  > 

ad.,N5E  (*Aug .2,  3E2Y)  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

*  latest  date  for 

active 

:nest  with 

eggs  in  New  York  State 

earliest  date  for  nest  with  young  in  Mew  York  State 

'  erratum  •: 

Prothonotary ,  volume  44:7  (July  1978), page  122,  first  paragraph;  line  4: 

"The  species  is  now  known  to  breed  at  the  location**." 

•> 

should  read : 

"The  species  is  not  known  to  breed  at  the  location..." 

BIRD  BANDING  AT  FARMERSVILLE  STATION  IN  1977 

*  By:  Donald  F.  Clark 

This  report  summarizes  the  bird  banding  activities  at  our  private  refuge 
for  the  year  197 7*  The  4b  acre  refuge  is  located  in. Farmersville  Township  of 

Cattaraugus  County  in  New  York  State.  The  exact  location  is  latitude  42°2*  and 
longitude  78°2'.'  On  a  road  map,  it  is  approximately  one  mile  south  of  Farmersville 

Station,  New  York  on  Hicks  Road,  The  post  office  address  is  Franklinville ,  New 
York  14737. 

Banding  was  conducted  on  211  days  this  year.  This  was  45  days  fewer  than 
the  average  for  the  past  three  years.  It  was  due  to 'the  abominable  weather 
throughout  the  entite  year  and  to  the  lack  of  migration  in  both  spring  and  autumn. 
There  have  been  years  with  a  poor  flight  in  either  spring  or  fall  but  none  with  as 
poor  a  migration  in  both  seasons.  Nets  were  used  on  80  days.  The  average  for  the 
past  three  years  was  lib  days.  Traps  were  used  on  180  days  as  compared  to  an  aver¬ 
age  of  199  days.  The  only  banding-  done  during  June  ,  July  and  August  was  to  demon¬ 
strate  for  groups  at  the  refuge. 

The  winter  of  1976-1977  set  all  time  records  for  western  New  York,  The 
snow  measured  200"  for  the  winter  almost  triple  the  norm.  January  1977  had  snow 
every  day,  setting  an  all  time  record  of  6b, 5".  The  temperatures  did  not  get  above 
32°  F  at  anytime  of  the  day  until  February  10',  1977.  The  blizzard  of  January  28th 
caused  the  area  to  be  declared  a  federal  disaster  area.  This  permitted  federal 
fund s  to  be  used  to  help  clear  roads.  It  is  the  first  time  w e*ve  seen"1  bulldozers 
clearing  the  roads  bv  running  back  and  forth  across  them.  The  drifts  were  twice 
the  height  of  our  car. 
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The  weather  moderated  in  March  and  April.  There  was  snow  on  the  8th. of 
Fay.  The  last  part  of.  Fay  and  the  first  part  of  June  were  almost  drought  condi¬ 
tions.  It  was  difficult  to  get  garden  seeds  to  germinate  due  to  dryness.  Then, 
the  heavens  let  loose  in  July  causing  all  kinds  of  flood  damage.  For  the  first  time 
ever  our  front  pond  overflowed  the  dam.  The  dirt  road  we  live  on  had  a  washout 
10*  deep  and  20'  wide.  This  was  repaired  only  to  be  washed  out  again  in  September. 

The  fall  months  were  so  wet  that  the  farmers  could  not  harvest  their  crops.  One  old 
farmer  told  me  it  was  the  first  time  in  his  life  he  couldn't  dry  his  hay  for  baling. 
It  was  common  to  see  2  to  3  tractors  trying  to  pull  a -corn  chopper  through  the  mud. 

Snow  came  in  October,  November  and  December  were  wet  and  snowy.  This  win¬ 
ter,  however,  we  had  winter  finches  return  to  our  feeders.  ,  The  number  of  Tree 
Sparrows  increased  over  1976  but  have  not  returned  in  the  numbers  of  previous  years. 

The  two  wild  geese  that  came  to  the  pond  in  November  1976  have  remained 
all  year.  They  remain  on  the  pond  during  all  degrees  of  weather  with  the  pinioned 
pair  I  own.  Two  wild  mallards  have  also  stayed  on  the  pond.  They  stay  with  the 
tame  mallards  and  even  spend  the  night  in  the  duck  house  with  this  flock.  We  keep 
a  small  area  of  the  pond  open  all  winter  by  using  a  bubbler. 

The  Educational  Activities  on  our  Refuge  are  as  Follows? 

Dr.  Stephen  Eaton  brought  his  graduate  class  for  a  field  trip  on  July  26th 
Fortunately  we  were  able  to  spot  the  young  Great  Horned  Owls  that  had  fledged  from 
a  nest  on  the  refuge. 

Buffalo  Audubon  Society  was  here  on  June  19th  and  the  Cattaraugus  County 
Bird  Club  spent  part  of  a  field  trip  here  on  Fay  1st,  The  Gradus  and  Philomathic 
Clubs  of  Franklinville  were  .here  in  May  for  banding  demonstrations. 

On  May  13th,  Jane  and  I  lectured  at  the  Jamestown  Audubon  Center.  On 
September  28th  and  29th,  we  demonstrated  nets,  traps  and  explained  the' why s  and 
wherefores  of  banding  to  over  1000  Allegany  County  sixth  graders.  This  was  at 
a  Conservation  'Field  Day  sponsored  by  the  4B  leaders  of  the  Cooperative  Extension 
of  New  York  State •  ,  ,  ; 

We  participated  in  all  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  bird  counts  for  our 
district  in  Cattaraugus  County.  We  also  ran  a  mini -breeding  bird  survey  fop  -Dr. 
Clarence  Klingensmith  of  Alfred  University.  We  participated,  in  the  Christmas  Bird 
Count  run  by  Dr.  Stephen  Eaton  at  St.  Bona venture  University, 

All  monthly  reports  were  sent  to  Mrs,  Vivian  Pitzrick  for  the  Kingbird 
published  by  the  New  York  State  Federation  of  Bird  Clubs  and  through  her  to  the 
American  Bird.  Nesting  records  were  submitted  to  the  Laboratory  of  Ornithology  at 
Cornell  University.  I  edited  the  Atlantic  Flyway  Report  in  the  North  American  Bird 
Bander  for  Region  IV  and  supervised  the  other  flyway  reports  for  Mrs.  Nadia  Muchler, 
the  editor.  Feeder  reports  were  sent  to  the  Mausers  for  the  Buffalo  Audubon  records. 


-  137  - 


Volume  44,  Number  8, "Bird  Banding  at  Farmersville  Station"  cont. 


Jane  and  I  still  lead  groups  through  the  Beaver  Meadow  Audubon  Center  and 
have  banded  several  birds  of  prey  that  have  been  rehabilitated  by  Mr.  David 
Bigelow,  the  resident  naturalist. 

Cur  1976  Bird  Banding  Report  was  partially  printed  in  the  October  1977 
issue  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Prothonotary  (Vol.  43-#10). 

The  Ten  Most  Commonly  Banded  Birds: 


1977 

Twelve  Year  Total 

356 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

3603 

Tree  Sparrow 

255 

Tree  Sparrow 

2062 

Evening  Grosbeak 

174 

Evening  Grosbeak 

2029 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

146 

White-throated  Sparrow 

1444 

Song  Sparrow 

119 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

1103 

White-throated  Sparrow 

80 

Purple  Finch 

1071 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

71 

Song  Sparrow 

957 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

51 

American  Goldfinch 

727 

Blue  Jay 

42 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler. 

537 

Gray  Catbird 

37 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

474 

Field  Sparrow 

Summary  of  1977  Banding  Totals  by  Species: 


Sharp-shinned  Hawk  1 
Cooper's  Hawk  1 
Red-tailed  Hawk  1 
Kestrel  '  1 
Hairy  Woodpecker  1 
Downy  Woodpecker  2 
Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  2 
Traill’s  Flvcatcher  2 
Least  Flvcatcher  1 
Tree  Swallow  3 
Blue  Jay  27 
Black-capped  Chickadee  119 
White-breasted  Nuthatch  4 
Brown  Creeper  2 
House  Wren  2 
Gray  Catbird  19 
Brown  Thrasher  1 
Robin  3 
Hermit  Thrush  p 
Swainson's  Thrush  4 
Gray-cheeked  Thrush  2 
Veery  9 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  4 
Northern  Shrike  2 
Starling  2 
Red-eyed  Vireo  p 


Philadelphia  Vireo  2 
Tennessee  Warbler  15 
Nashville  Warbler  1 
Yellow  Warbler  5 
Magnolia  Warbler  13 
Yellow-rumped  Warbler  42 
Black-throated  Green  Warb  ler  2 
Chestnut— sides  Warbler  1 
Bay-breasted  Warbler  1 


Blackpoll  Warbler 
Yellow  Palm  Warbler 
Ovenbird 

Northern  Water thrush 
C •  Yellowthroat 
Fm.  Redstart 
Red-winged  Blackbird 
C.  Grackle 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 
Scarlet  Tanager 
Cardinal  • 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 
Evening  Grosbeak 
Purple  Finch 
Am.  Goldfinch 
Rufous-sided  Towhee 
Savannah  Sparrow 


1 

1 

1 

6 

;  4 

1 

17 

11 

37 

1 

4 

19 

174 

80 

51 

3 

2 
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Summary  of  1977  Banding  Totals  by  Specie s,cont. 


Dark-eyed  Junco 
Tree  Sparrow 
Chipping  Sparrow 
Field  Sparrow 
White-crowned  Sparrow 

1597  Total  Birds  Banded  of  59 

1  Cooper* s  Hawk  ) 

1  Red -tailed  Hawk)  Banded 

1  Kestrel  ) 


356  ;  White- throated  Sparrow 

255  Fox  Sparrow 

28  Lincoln* s  Sparrow 

12  Swamp  Sparrow 

11  Song  Sparrow 

Species  at  Farmersville  Station » 

at  Beaver  Meadow  Audubon  Center 


146 

6 

1 

8 

71 


1600  Total  Birds  'Banded  of:  62  Species  for  the  year. 

«  *  1  A  X  ‘  ' 

1  New  species,  Cooper’s  Hawk  banded  in  1977  for  a  total  of  124  species  to  date. 


Banding  returns  in  1977*. 


The  following  birds  were  recaptured  90  days  or  more  after  their  previous  capture. 

*  ’  y.  '  *  t 

Known  minimum  years  of  age 

Species _ Ind.  Times  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1  Total 


Hairy  Woodpecker 

2 

2 

Blue  Jay 

13 

13 

B.H.  Cowbird 

3 

3 

R.W,  Blackbird 

1 

1 

Northern  Oriole 

1 

1 

Common  Grackle 

2 

2 

Purple  Pinch 

1 

1 

W.T,  Sparrow 

3 

3 

Tree  Sparrow 

20  ■ 

21 

Chipping  Sparrow 

3 

■3 

D.E,  Junco 

2 

2 

Song  Sparrow 

1 

1 

Cardinal 

1 

1 

R.B.  Grosbeak-' 

2 

2 

Gray  Catbird 

2 

2 

W.B,  Nuthatch 

1 

1 

B.C.  Chickadee 

19 

23 

Veery 

1 

1 

Robin 

1, 

1 

1  12 
1  3  3  2  1  13 

12  3 

1  1 

1  1 

1  1  2 

1  1 

I  2  -.3 

1  1  1  3  5  9  20 

3  3 

II  2 

1  1 

1  1 

1  .  .  1  2 

11  2 

1* 

1  1 

3  2  14  19 

1  1 

1  1 


Totals  79  84  2  1  4  3  8  13  19  29  79 

79  individual  birds  of  19  species  returned  during  1977.  This  is  the  lowest  return 
since  the  first  year  of  banding  at  the  refuge. 
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Recoveries  in  1977 : 

Only  seven  recoveries  were  received  from  the  Bird  Banding  Office  in  1977* 
White- throated  Sparrow; 

#109-166442:  Banded  on  05-05-72  as  an  AHY  U  at  the  refuge.  It  was  reported  on 

11- 7-76  by  Robert  Dean  of  Scottsboro,  Alabama.  No  explanation  was  gi  yen  as  to  how 
the  bird  was  captured.  It  was  found  in  Jackson  County,  Alabama  approximately  671 
miles  south  west  by  south  of  the  banding  station. 

Evening  Grosbeak: 

#831-97429:  Banded  on  11-26-75  as  an  HY  IT  at' the  refuge.  It  was  found  dead  on 

12- 12-76  by  Alfred  Fortin  of  Wolfe  County,  Quebec,  This  bird  was  .found  near 
St.  Adolphe  Dud  swell,.  Quebec  approximately  410  miles  -north  das-t  of  the  banding 

station. 

Tree  Sparrow: 

#820-59771:  Banded  on  02-08-74  as  an  A BY  U  at  the  refuge.  It  was  trapped  and 

released  by  Betsy  Brooks  near  Alfred,  New  York.  This  is  about  38  miles  south  east 
by  east  of  the  banding  station.  It  was  captured  on  12-24-76  and  repeated  again  on 
02-06-77. 

Screech  Owl: 


#6 85-52307:  Banded  on  09-16-73  as  an  U  U  at  the  refuge.  It  was  found  dead  in  a 
building  by  Barbara  Leonard  of  Freedom  Township,  New  York  on  01-09-77*  This  farm 
is  about  5  miles  north  north  west  of  the  banding  station. 


Tree  Sparrow: 

i  »  V 

#820-59751:  Banded  on  02-03074  as  an  AHY  U  at  the  refuge.  It  was  trapped  and 

released  by  Betsy  Brooks  near  Alfred,  New  York  on  01-24-77.  This  is  about  38  miles 
south  east  by  east  of  the  banding  station. 

*  * 

American  Goldfinch: 


Ji1350-43973 :  Banded  on  11-09-75  as  an  U  U  at  the  refuge.  It  was  trapped  and  re¬ 

leased  by  T.J.  Grisiz  in  Warren  County,  Pennsylvania .  This  is  about  55  miles 
south  west  of  the  banding  station. 


Evening  Grosbeak: 

#831-97688:  Banded  on  12-28-75  as  an  HY  M  at  the  refuge.  It  was  caught  in  a 

trap  by  Robert  Lindsay  on, the  south  side  of  Kennebec  Lake  near  Arden,  Ontario.  The 
present  condition  of  the  bird  is  unknown.  This  location  is  about  178  miles  north 
east  by  north  of  the  banding  station. 
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Foreign  Retraps  in  1977*  . i.ii. 

This  is  the  first  time  in  five  years  that  no  foreign  retrips  occurred  at  this 
station.  r  ;  * 

Recap  of  Returns,  Recoveries  and  Foreign  Re traps :  '  - 


66  . 

6? 

68 

69 

70 

71 

72 

•73 

74 

75 

76 

77 

Total 

Total  Banded 

588  1332  1652 

1690 

1530  2036  2074  2085 

2439 

2622 

2340 

1600 

21988 

Returns 

12 

127 

157 

209 

168 

214 

204 

184 

225 

184 

207 

■79 

1970 

Recoveries 

3 

5 

-  2 

4 

5 

3 

3 

5 

7 

15 

7 

59 

Foreign  Retraps 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

5 

8 

6 

26 

Distribution  of  Banding  Totals  by  Families: 

- - - r? - —r—  . 

The  weather  was  instrumental  in' causing  the  loiter  percentages  of  warblers, 
blackbirds,  thrushes,  kinglets  and.  vireos.  There  was  a  poor  spring  migration  due 
to  wet  weather.  The  fall  migration  was  also  low  in  numbers.  "  The  weather  was  wet 
and  very  windy  preventing  the  use  of  mist  nets.  This  meant  that  a  larger  percentage 
of  birds  banded  were  captured  in  traps.  Traps  could  be  used  in  windy  weather  with¬ 
out  danger  to  the  birds.  '  '  *"  *  . 

Some  of  the  river  valleys  reported  good  flights  of  migrants  both  in  the 


spring  and  fall, 

but  this  particular 

refuge  seemed  to  be  passed  by. 

Family 

1977 

Family 

1977 

Sparrows 

76.7 

Waxwing s 

— 

Warblers 

5.9 

Creepers 

.2 

Blackbirds 

4.0 

Tanagers 

.1 

Chickadees 

7.0 

Cuckoos 

mm 

Thrushes  . 

.8 

Ducks 

- 

Jays 

1.7 

Sandpipers 

— 

Mimic  Thrushes 

1.2 

Hawks 

.3 

Woodpeckers 

.2 

Shrikes 

.2 

Swallows 

.2 

Kingfishers 

- 

Kinglets 

.3 

Titmice 

Flycatchers 

.3 

Owls 

— 

Starlings 

.2 

Swifts 

- 

Vireos 

.2 

Doves 

— 

Wrens 

.2 

Herons 

‘  — 

Nuthatches 

.3 

1Q0$  of  .  .  1600 
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Statistical  Breakdown  of  Banding;  Operation; 


Mist  nets  were  used  to  capture  24, 7^  of  the  birds  while  /^’fe.e  caught  in 
traps.  ,3?o  were  caught  in  other  ways.  This  radical  change  was  due  to  the  wet  and 
stormy  weather  during  both  the  spring  and  fall  migration.  A  37'^  drop  in  davs  nets 
were  used  was  due  directly  to  poor  weather.  Also.,  both  migrations  were  very  poor 
in  this  particular  area.  Few  Warblers  were  seen  and  it  is  believed  that  most  over¬ 
flew  the  area.  Blackbirds  usually  flock  by  the  thousands  but  this  year  only  a  few 
large  flocks  were  seen  and  then  only  for  a  short  period  of  time  in  the  fall. 

Again  trapping  was  difficult  due  to  the  frequent  snowfalls.  It  was  almost 
impossible  to  keep  traps  clear  of  snow  so  that  the  seed  used  as  bait  was  visible  to 
the  birds. 

Injuries,  Deformities  and  Variations  Noted  on  Birds  Captured; 

Only  seven  birds  were  noted  as  having  injuries  etc.  this  year.  This  is 
.43'?  of  the  birds  banded.  This  is  half  the  average  of  the  past  six  years. 


1420-42874 

850-08724 

812-33744 

1430-76239 


1161-93435 

1161-93464 

851-85600 


Tree  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 

R. W,  Blackbird 

S. C ,  Junco 


W.T.  Sparrow 
W.  T.  Sparrow 
B.H,  Cowbird 


1  02-03-77: 
03-18-77 
03-26-77 
04-08-77 


u  J 


04-14-77 

04-2'2-77 

04-26-77 


Rear  talon,  left  foot  broken  off 

Left  leg  2x  as  thick;  as  rt  leg 

Both  feet  2x  regular  size 

2mm  white  ball  on  left  center  toe 

smaller  one  on  right  rear  toe ,  one  upper 

mandible 

3  front  toes,  right  foot  missing 
Right  claw,  left  foot  missing 
center  claw  left  foot,  center  right  and 
rear  claw  right  foot  missing. 


Birds  Observed  at  the  Refuge : 


1977 


Year 

1959 

1960 

1961 
1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

19  66 

1967 

1968 


One  new 

species  was 

observed- 

this  year. 

A  Barred 

Owl  was  seen 

«  •  *  if  ' 

in  January 

New 

* 

New 

Species 

Species 

Total 

Year 

Species 

Species 

Total 

72 

72 

72 

1969 

128 

■  t 

3 

173 

100 

38  • 

110  • 

1970 

132 

4 

177 

101 

18 

128 

1971 

130 

3 

180 

112 

15 

143 

1972 

129 

— 

180 

106 

5 

148 

1973 

127 

— 

180 

109 

5 

153 

1979- 

129 

1 

181 

115 

4 

157 

1975 

125 

3 

184 

122 

6 

163 

1976 

123 

1 

185 

125 

3 

1 66 

1977 

122 

1 

186 

121 

4 

170 

R.F.D.  Hicks  Road,  Franklinvill  e,  N.Y.  14737 
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leO.S.  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 

July  30  -  Gn  a  cloudy  and  unseasonably  cool  morning,  15  B.O.S.  members 

in  six  cars  drove  up  the  »N,Y,  State  Thruway  to  Lewiston  to  cross  into  Canada  where 
they  met  the  trip  leader,  Bob  Curry  of  Hamilton,  at  St.  David ' s  for  a  day  of  birding 
in  the  Niagara  Peninsula,  The  first  stop  was  at  the  waste  disposal  ponds  behind  the 
Canada  Cannery  plant  on  Four-Mile  Creek  road  in  St,  David’s  where  everyone  was  de¬ 
lighted  to  find  over  1500  shorebirds  feeding  on  the  mudflats  in  one  drained  im¬ 
poundment,  For  ly  hours  we  scanned  this  flock  of  thirteen  species  of  shorebirds 
including  65O  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  -400  Semipalmated  Sandpipers,  two  early  Black- 
bellied  Plovers  still  in  breeding  plumage,  and  a  Western  Sandpiper,  The  Western 
offered  us  an  opportunity  to  compare  the  field  marks  of  this  rare  migrant  with  its 
more  numerous  congener,  the  Semipalmated  Sandpiper,  Our  second  stop  was  the  muni¬ 
cipal  sewage  pond  at  Smithville  where  high  water  had  inundated  most  of  the  muddy 
shoreline  and  only  a  few  shorebirds  were  present,  A  Pintail  was  seen  here  with  a 
group  of  Mallard  ducks  and  three  Turkey  Vultures  circling  over  a  nearby  woodlot 
proved  a  surprise  to  some  of  the  Buffalo  bird-watchers  who  were  unaware  of  its 
occurence  as  a  breeding  bird  in  the  Niagara  Peninsula,  Our  final  scheduled  stop 
was  Rock  Point  Pr'ovincal  Park  where  we  ate  lunch  and  walked  the  Lake  Erie  shoreline. 
Again,  the  number  of  shorebirds  was  disappointingly  low  but  we  added  Ruddy  Turnstone 
to  our  list  and  had  good  looks  at  Caspian  Terns  and  Bonaparte’s  Gulls,  some  of  the 
latter  still  in  nuptial  plumage.  The  trip  formally  ended  here  but  some  of  our  party 
went  on  to  the  sod  farms  at  Stromness  in  the  vain  hope  of  turning  up  an  early  Buff¬ 
breasted  Sandpiper,  In  spite  of  the  lack  of  migrants  in  any  numbers,  it  was  a  very 
enjoyable  way  to  spend  a  summer  day. 


Bob  Curry  and  Joe  Thill 
NOTES 
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Important  Notice? 

•  'Effectively  immediately,  Us.  Peggy  Daniels  assumes "Pier  duties  as  treasurer 
of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  Payment  of  dues,  notification  of  change  of 

address  and  requests  for  back  issues  of  The  Prothonotary  should  be  addressed  to 

Ms.  Daniels  at  18  Concord  Drive,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215* 

Ms.  Daniels  replaces  Mrs.  Doris  O’Malley  in  this  important  post, 

Doris  served  as  our  treasurer  for  five  years  and  her  diligence  and  efficiency  in 
discharging  her  dutids  have  contributed  in  no  small  measure  to  the  present  prosper¬ 
ity  of  our  small  society.  The  editor  is ' especially  grateful  to  her  fo  r  her  prompt¬ 
ness  in  notifving  him  of  cancellations  and  address  changes  and  thereby  making  the 
job  of  mailing  an  issue  to  250  subscribers  each  month  less  onerous.  Heartfelt  thank 
f or  a  job  well  done! 

t  .  / 

A  Vest  of  the  Bra^fe  Warbler  in  Allegany  County 

On  May  18th,  1978  I  observed  two  adult  Prairie  Warblers,  Dendroica  dis- 

color,  a  male  and  a  female,  in  an  evergreen  plantation  on  Poland  Hill  road  about 
two  miles  west  of  the  Village  of  Alfred,  near  Five  Corners,  in  Allegany  County. 
Subsequently. this  mated  pair  of  birds  was  observed  on  May  25th,  June  1st,  June  16th- 
and  June  24th,  On  the  24th,  the  female  was  observed  flying  to  a  spruce  tree  carrying 
insect,  larvae ,  presumably  to  a  nest,  I  was  unable  to  locate  the  nest  and  I  called 
Clarence  Klingensmith  to  assist  me  in  this  project.  Dr*  Klingensmith  located  the 
nest  on  a  horizontal  branch  of  a  small  spruce  tree,  approximately  two  feet  above  the 
ground  and  if  feet  from  the  tip  of  the  branch.  It  contained  four  young  birds  and  we 
watched  them  being 'fed  by  the  adults.  The  female  demonstrated  an  interesting  defen¬ 
sive  maneuver,  flying  in  the  erratic  manner  of  a  newly  fledged  young  bird'  in  an 
attempt  to  distract  us  from  the  nest.  I  observed  the  adults  and  the  four  young 
birds  again  on  June  25th  but  on  July  1st  the  nest  was  empty.  On  July  22nd,  the  adul 
male  itfarbler  and  two  well  feathered  young  birds  were  seen  in  the  vie ini  ty  of  the 
nest  site. 

Elizabeth  Brooks,  1435  Waterwells  Road,  Alfred  Station,  N.Y.  14803 

PROGRAM,-  IP5ETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  noted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of 
each  month  in  the  Society’s  clubroom  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8;00  p.m. 

November  8th:  "Iceland . More  than  ice  and  fire!"  A  visit  to  one 

of  the  more  dramatic  birding  areas  of  the  north  where 
east  meets  west,  A  series  of  slides  covering  visits  by 
B.O.S.  member  Art  Partridge  to  the  capital  of  Iceland, 

Reykjavik  and  some  surrounding  birding  areas  including 
the  bird  cliffs  at  Krusivik.  The  slides  also  include 
views  of  geysers,  glaciers  and,  volcanic  activity. 
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November  22nd;  No  meeting.  Happy  Thanksgiving! 

December  13th:  Gala  members  Christmas  Party!  In  addition  to  a  movie, 

we  will  have  food  and  refreshments.  The  Savage  Hall 
will  be  open  for  viewing.  A  door  prize  will  be  awarded! 
Please  -  attend l 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

November  18th:  Saturday  field  trip  to  the  Niagara  River. • ."Gulls, Gulls, 

Gulls  (and  Others),"  a  joint  outing  with  the  Genesee 
Ornithological  Society,  Rochester.  Co-leaders,  Fran 
Rew  (tel.  822-0342)  apd  Gordon  Meade  (tel.  381-0210, 
Rochester).  We  will  meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the  Vermont 
&  Busti  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge,  or  at  8:15  a.m. 
at  the  first  parking  lot  south  of  the  Peace  Bridge 
along  the  Canadian  side  of  the  Niagara  River.  We  will 
pick  up  the  "Rochester  group  at  9*0)0-  sUm.  in  the  Old 
Fort  Brie  parking  lot,  so  latecomers  can  catch  us  there. 


December  3rd:  Field  trip  to  Dunkirk  and  Chautauqua  Lake. .. "South 

for  the  Winter."  Co-leaders,  Bob  Sundell  (tel.  485-1797 . 
Jamestown)  and  Grace  O’Dell  (tel.  648-0218),  We  will 
meet  at  8:00  a.m,  at  the  Lei sure land  parking  lot,  Camp 
Road,  Hamburg,  just  off  the  Hxit  57  Thruwav  ramp,  for 
the  car-pooling  to  Dunkirk,  where  the  group  will  re¬ 
assemble  on  the  Central  Avenue  pier  at  9:00. 


PROGRAM  -  COTTNTS 


December  17th:  Golden  Anniversary  B.0.S,  Christmas  Bird  Count,  in  the 

15-mile-diameter  Buffalo  circle  centered  on  Grand  Is¬ 
land.  Compiler,  Dave  Freeland  (tel.  631-2795  days, 
688-4359  nights).  Call  the  compiler  no  later  than 
December  10  for  assignment  of  our  16  territories. 

Those  wishing  to  participate  in  our  50th  Buffalo  Christ¬ 
mas  Count,  but  who  don’t  know  which  territories  need 
help,  should  also  call  the  compiler  by  December  10. 
Post-Census  dinner  and  report  meeting  will  be  at  the 
Grand  Island  Holiday  Inn,  East  River  Road  at  Whitehaven, 
at  approximately  6:00  p.m.;  birding  attire  is  welcome. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler,  Hr.  David  Freeland,  60  Haymarket  Squa  re,  East 
Amherst,  N.V.  14051. 
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Please  notify  the  Treasurer: 

Ms.  Peysy  Daniels 
18  Concord  Drive 
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This  issue  of  The  Prothonotary  was  printed  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Department 
oi  Biology  of  the  Statfe  University  College  at  Buffalo. 
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FITTER  9 


The  weather  in  1  ugust  continued  hot  as  the  area  enjoyed  its  most  pleasant 
summer  since  1959*  The  high  temperature  for  the  month  was  89° (F)  which  occurred 
on  the  19th.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month  was  70#3°(F),  l#9°above  the  norm# 
Rainfall  measured  3#51  inches,  a  departure  of  -0-.02  inches  from  the  norm#  (  meteoro¬ 
logical  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 


The  ornithological  event  of  the  year  to  date,  occurred  on  August  11th 
when  John  and  Parv  Forness  discovered  two  Food  Storks  on  Dodge  Creek  near  the 
YubaHam  Road  in  the  Town  of  Portville  in  Cattaraugus  Countv.  Thev  took  both  motion 
pictures  and' slide  photographs  of  their  rare  find.  News  of  the  birds  spread  rapidly 
and  in  the  ensuing  two  weeks  manv  bird-watchers  Prom  Few  York,  Pennsylvania  and 
Ontario  visited  the  area  in  the  hope  oP  adding  this  unusual  bird  to  their  life  or 
local  lists.  The  storks  were  not  reported  a^ain  at  the  Yubadan  Road  location  after 
the  early  morning  oP  August  12th  but  a  total  of  four  Food  Storks,  three  juveniles 
anA  an  adult,  bird  were  seen  on  a  number  oP  ponds  and  streams  north  and  east  of  the 
Yillao-e  oP  Portville,  singlv  and  in  pairs.  It  mav  be  noted  that  some  o^  the  sight¬ 
ings  were  in  Allegany  County  as  these  watercourses  meander  on  both  sides  of  tTew  York 
Route  ^305  across  the  Cattaraugus- Allegany  countv  line.  Local  residents  informed 
visiting  bird-watchers  that  the  storks  had  been  in  the  locality  at  least  two  weeks 
before  the  pornesses  found  them.  They  were  last  seen  on  August  24th  and  they  were 
subsequentlv  reported  from  Fldred,  on  the  ’'llegany  River  in  I  c Yean  County,  PennsTv- 
vania,  a  few  days  later,  apparently  wandering  south.  It  was  only  the  third  known 
occurrence  of  this  species  in  the  western  Few  York  region. 


In  spite  of  the  continuing  warm  weather  with  no  significant  coldfronts, 
the  migration  of  small  passerines  through  our  area  was  good  in  August.  As  early  as 
the  11th,  Richard  Brownstein  reported  both  Canada  and  Blackburnian  Farblers  at  Rock 
Point  Provincal  Park  near  Dunnville .  By  mid-month,  large  flocks  of  Bonaparte’s 
Gulls  were  sighted  in  the  Niagara  River  and  along  the  Lake  Erie  shore  itfith  Little 
Gulls,  Franklin's  Gulls  and  Forster's  Terns  adding  to  the  excitement.  Cn  August 
18th,  Robert  Andrle  reported  three  Forster's  Terns  from  Times  Beach  and  on  the  30th, 
Pive  Little  Gulls  from  the  north  harbor  at  the  foot  of  P«rter  Avenue  in  Buffalo. 
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Other  records  of  note  in  August  include  two  Eald  Eagles,  one  adult  and 
one  immature  bird,  seen  on  several  occasions  early  in  the  month,  by  a  number  of 
fishermen  and  others  as  they  were  flying  along  the  west  shore  of  the  Allegheny 
Reservoir  near  Onoville  in  the  town  of  South  Valley  in  Cattaraugus  County.  Two  im¬ 
mature  birds  of  this  species  were  seen  in  the  same  vicinity  on  August  28th  by.John 
and  Mary  Eorness.  (It  is  pleasant  to  speculate  on  the  possibility  of  a  breeding  pair 
of  Bald  Eagles  somewhere  in  the  remote  fastness  of  the  /Allegheny  Reservoir  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania!  )  On  August  6th,  Pick  and  Nancy  Collins  of  Kenmore  reported  an  apparent 
male  Ruff  in  eclipse  plumage  with  heavy  black  mottling  on  its  breast  and  sides.  The 
bird  was  observed  feeding  with  a  number  of  Greater  and  Lesser  Yellow-legs  in  a  slough 
on  the  state  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Area,  just  across  N.Y.  Route  #77  from  the 
Cayuga  Pool  overlook  of  the  Iroquois  Wildlife  Refuge. in  Genesee  County.  The  Mute 
Swan,  first  reported  in  July,  continued  to  be  seen  at  various  places  along  the  Buffalo 
waterfront  in  August.  Cn  August  2nd,  Arthur  Schaffner  was  surprised  to  find  an  adult 
male  White-winged  Scoter,  still  in  nuptial  plumage,  in  the  South  Pond  in  the  Forest 
Lawn  Cemetery  in  the  City  of  Buffalo, 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  14217 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  ’Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario1  (B.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files 
of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 


Horned  Grebe 

August 

12,20 

Green  Heron 

ff 

25 

Black-crowned  Night 

Heron" 

2 

ft 

6,31 

If 

14 

fl 

27 

Least  Bittern 

ff 

11 

*Wood  Stork 

fl 

11,12-24 

ft 

12,20 

Mute  Swan 

2,6, 

14,16,23 

f» 

22 

Canada  Goose 

ft 

25 

Mallard 

ft 

14 

Gad wall 

ff 

22 

1 

Maple hurst 

Andrle,et  al. 

42 

East  Aurora 

Andrle,  et  al. 

9 

Tifft  Farm 

Schaffner,  A.R. 
Clar  k 

6,5 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle,  et  al. 

1 

Clarence 

Freeland 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt. ,0nt. 

Brownstein,et  al 

1 

Lackawanna 

O'Dell 

1-3 

Portville  area 

Fornesses,Bush, 

et  al. 

3,1 

Portville  area 

Andrle,  et  al. 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle,  et  al. 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Freeland 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

O'Dell 

70 

Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et  al. 

4 

Times  Beach 

Freeland 
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cont , 

i. 

Pintail 

'  •  -v  *  .  *  \ 

August 

2 

1  Times  Beach 

Schaffner,  A.R. 
Clark 

ft 

"6 

1  St .  David  1 s ,  Ont • 

Andrle,  et  al. 

ft 

22 

6  Buffalo  Harbor 

Freeland 

- 

II 

* 

27 

5  Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et  al. 
(BOS) 

) 

*  c  *  ' 

II 

27 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Andrle, et  al# 
(BOS) 

Green-winged.  Teal 

*  If 

2 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Schaffner,  A.R. 
Clark 

? 

If 

6 

1  Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et  al. 

If 

14,18 

4,3  Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

19 

6  Smithville,  Ont. 

Freeland, et  al. 

Blue-winged  Teal 

It 

30 

100  Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et  al. 

American  Wigeon 

It 

16,27,30 

2,1,7  Times  Beach- 

Andrle,  et  al. 

*1! 

27 

1  Windmill  Pt.,0nt. 

Freelands 

If 

30 

15  Buffalo  (Porter  Ave 

• )  Andrle 

II 

31 

4  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Northern  Shoveler 

If 

23 

2  Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle 

II 

31 

7  Buffalo  (Porter  Ave 

.)  Andrle, Foster 

Old  squaw 

r  If 

19 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.^Ont. 

Freeland,  et  al 

II 

t 

27 

1  Rockhouse  Pt • , Ont • 

Andrle ,  et  al. , 
(BOS)  T 

White -winged  Scoter 

II 

2 

1  Forest  Laxxrn 

Schaffner 

Hooded  Merganser 

II 

.  22 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

If 

23,26,27 

4  Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et  al. 

If 

26-27 

4  Times  Beach 

O'Dell 

Common  Merganser 

II 

1-31 

5  Windmill  Pt.,0nt. 

Brownstein 

-  . 

19 

i27 

5  Windmill  Pt.,0nt. 

Freelands 

Red-breasted  Merganser  " 

19,27: . 

2,1  Windmill  Ft,., Ont, 

Freeland,  et  al 

.  • 

II 

29 

4  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

If 

-  5 

1  Belmont 

Pi tz ricks 

II 

9 

1  Cuba 

Fornesses 

.  r  ,f 

27 

1  Tonawanda  WKA. 

Me  Kales';  ..7  ... 

/  • 

ii 

27 

1  Almond 

Burtons 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

• 

1-31 

1-2  Amity 

Fitzricks 

ii 

20 

1  Bedford  Corners 

Andrle,  et  al. 

•i 

•  21 

1  Cuba 

Fornesses 

ti 

27 

1  St.  David's, Ont. 

Brownstein 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

ii 

20 

5  Kachias 

Andrle,  et  al. 

•  * 

ii 

26F 

1  Cedar  Bay, Ont. 

Brownstein 

Bald  Eagle 

•i 

28 

2  (imm. ) Allegheny 
Reservoir 

fornesses 

Marsh  Hawk 

it 

10,17 

2,1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

it 

24 

1  Porterville 

Fornesses 

ii 

27 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Me Kales 

Osprey 

H 

< 

26F 

1  Belfast 

Burtons 

:  ’ 

), 

•  !  'C  ■  4  •  •  • 

ii 

26 

1  Morgan's  Pt.,0nt. 

Brownstein 
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Itilldeer  August 

19 

200  St.  David's,0nt. 

Freeland  ,et  al 

•  1 

20  : 

130  Clarence 

Me  Kales 

•  i  .  t 

•  • 

31 

90  Times  Reach 

Freeland 

*  American  Golden  PloVo'r 

•  I 

26F 

1  Clarence 

Freeland 

2? 

35  nr .Dunnville , Ont . 

Andrle,et  al. 

Black-bellied  Plover 

II 

26 

6  Clarence 

(BOS) 

Freeland 

• 

II 

27 

50  nr .Dunnville , Ont • 

Andrle ,et>  al. 

Whimbrel 

II 

2F 

2  Times  Beach 

(BOS) 

Schaffner , 

II 

30 

1  Times  Beach 

A.R.  Clark 
Andrle,et  al. 

*Willet 

•  1 

11F-15  - 

1  Cedar  Bay, Ont. 

Brownstein 

v 

16,27 

1  Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et  al. 

*  •  .  .  • 

M 

21  j.r 

1  Morgan  *  s  Ft . , Ont • 

Brownstein 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

II 

31  ■ 

19  Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle, Foster 

Lesser  Yellowlegs  *  -  - 

ft  ■  . 

8. 

30  Erie / Waverly  B . , Ont . 

Freeland 

* 

If 

31 

25  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

*Red  Knot 

.11 

31F 

5  Times  Beach 

Andrle , Foster 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

V  8 

12  -'Erie /Waverly  B.,0nt. 

Freeland 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

♦  I 

11F-12 

1  Waverly  Beach, Ont, 

Andrle,et  al. 

II 

11 

1  Rockhouse,.  Pt . ,  Ont  • 

Brownstein 

Baird ' s  Sandpiper 

If 

8 

2  Buffalo  Harbor 

Freeland 

Least  Sandpiper 

!» 

25 

10  Clarence 

Freeland 

Dunlin 

•  I 

26F 

1  Times  Eea.ch 

Andrle, et  al. 

II 

.  27 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Me Kales 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

ft 

2 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Schaffner, 

If 

8 

1  Times  Beach 

A.R.  Clark 
Freeland 

*1 

8,31 

2,1  Buffalo  Harbor 

F  reeland 

•» 

8 

1  Waverly  Beach, Ont. 

Freeland 

If 

25-26 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

O'Dell 

Western  Sandpiper 

If 

16 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle , Foster 

*Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 

II 

11 

2  Sherbrooke  Twp.,0nt. 

Broxtfnstein 

Ruff 

•  1 

6 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Collinses 

Sanderling 

If 

8 

20  Erie/Wave rly  B.,0nt. 

Freeland 

Wilson's  Phalarope 

If 

6 

1  St.  David's, Ont. 

Andrle, et  al. 

* Franklin's  Gull 

II 

13F 

1  Ft.  Erie,0nt. 

Brownstein 

II 

23 

2  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle, et  al. 

If 

26-27 

2  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

O'Dell 

II 

26 

2  Times  Beach 

O'Dell 

II 

26 

3  Ft.  Erie  area, Ont. 

Gardiners 

II 

27 

6  Ft. Erie  area, Ont. 

Andrle, et  al. 

ft 

31 

2  Times  Beach 

(BOS) 

Freeland 

Bonaparte ' s  Gull 

II 

23 

1200  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle, et  al. 

Little  Gull 

II 

19  F 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Freeland ,Wil- 

II 

23 

4  Times  Beach 

cove , Daniels 
Andrle, et  al. 

ft 

27 

1  Grant  Pt,,0nt. 

Brownstein 

fl 

30 

5  Buffalo  (Porter  Ave, 

)  Andrle,  et  al. 

II 

31 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 
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Forster* s  Tern  August  14F  1  Buffalo  (Porter  Ave.)  Freeland 


•  1 

18,26 

3  Times  Beach 

An  driest  al. 

If 

22 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

v  >  ^ 

It 

26 

4  Times  Beach 

O’Deli 

Caspian  Tern 

If 

19 

2  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al0 

II 

19 

1'  Port  Colborne , Ont • 

,Freeland,et  al. 

;■  '  :  ,  i 

ft 

-  27. 

Jr  Rockhouse.  Ft., Ont. 

Andrle,et  al, 
(BOS) 

'  ’  4’  - 

%  ■  , 

ft 

31 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Black  Tern 

t» 

23 

250  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle,et  al. 

4  '  ' 

26 

200  Ft.  Erie  area, Ont, 

Gardiners 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

If 

1-31 

3  Cedar  Bay, Ont. 

Brownstein 

* 

II 

♦ 

13 

2  Angola 

Mitchell ,.,et  al. 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 

20F 

1  Morgan’s  Ft., Ont. 

Brownstein 

II 

21 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

'  •>  * 

II 

25 

1  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s , 

.» 

, 

,  M 

Farrell, et  al. 

Purple  Partin 

.•1 

'  25 

35,000  Buffalo  (Porter  Ave. 

)  Brownstein 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

If 

•  -  20F 

2  Morgan  *  s  Pt . , Ont . 

Brownstein 

Brown  Creeper 

If 

13 

1  Angola  ;• 

i'litchell,  et  al. 

Short-billed  Marsh  Wren" 

6 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Me  Kales 

Swainson’s  Thrush  '  . , 

It 

25F,31 

1,2  Lewiston  • 

Klabunde  s , 

)  ’ 

Farrell,  et  al. 

If 

25F,27,31 

1  Snyder 

DeKleine 

J 

ft 

27 

1  Rockhouse -.Ft. , Ont • 

Andrle,et  al 

*  «  . 

< 

(BOS) 

II 

29 

1  Sardinia 

O’Dell 

Eastern  Bluebird 

II 

1-31 

5-13  Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

II 

2 

1  Sardinia 

O'Dell 

if 

17 

7  Portville,. 

Fornesses 

„ .  * 

if 

20 

7  Portville  area 

Becker 

fl 

28 

6  Allegheny  Reservoir 

Fornesses 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

H 

19 

2  Portville 

f  t 

Fornesses 

*  «  *■ 

li 

20 

2  Morgan’s  Ft,, Ont, 

Brownstein 

Black-and-white  Warbler" 

12  F 

1  Grand  Is.(BOSWR) 

■;  Klabunde  s 

»• 

14 

,1.  Amity 

V,  Pitzrick 

Golden- winged  Warbler 

fl 

20F 

1.  Worgan’s  "Ft. , Ont. 

Brownstein 

Tennessee  Warbler 

If 

20F 

1-  I  iorgan  ’  s  Ft . ,  Ont . 

Brownstein 

li 

21 

ML  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Nashville  Warbler 

fl 

12,14 

1,1  Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

» 

/ 

fl 

! 

25 

3  Lewiston 

Klabunde s, 
Farrell,  et  al, 

Magnolia  Warbler 

II 

19F 

2  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt, 

Freeland,  et  al, 

II 

19  F 

1  Mud  Lake, Ont. 

Freeland,  et  al 

II 

20 

2  Morgan *  s  Pt . , Ont • 

Brownstein 

Cape  May  Warbler 

II 

20F 

10  Morp .1  n  *  t- / Rockhouse 

»  *  :  v  .  i 

*  L 

Brownstein 

11 

27 

6  Ro . ;  i',.n  0  a  se  Pt . ,  Ont  • 

Andrlr*eGt  al. 

*  i  » 

•  *  .  *  4  >  , 

(BC:) 

II 

27 

1  Times  Beach 

O'Dell 
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Black- throated  Blue  -  '' 

Warbler  August  26F 

"  27  ' 


Yellow- rumped  Warbler  "  20F 

Black-throated  Green  'Warbler  27F 


jf/y,  ’• 

If 

31 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

II 

11F 

II, 

19 

Chestnut- sided  Warbler 

If 

20F 

•  » 

25 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

ft 

11F 

•  1 

19 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

If 

21F 

*• 

in  v 

2  IF 

!» 

25 

Ovenbird 

•i 

2?F 

ti 

30 

Northern  Waterthrush 

ft 

12 

*  ' ' 

*  V 

13 

* Connecticut  Warbler 

If 

27 

Yellow-breasted  Chat 

II 

14 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

ft 

'  ~20F 

If 

r‘-;  27 

Canada  Warbler 

11 

*  11F 

* Orchard  Oriol’fe 

Ml 

If 

1! 

House  Hinch 

If 

1-31 

• 

If 

•  * 

•  1-31 

»  ' 

M 

v  * 

1-15 

-11 

16 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

If 

3,10 

* 

II 

8 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

fl 

3,12 

II 

6 

i 

<  4 

Species, subspecies  &  hybrids  previously 


1  Morgan  *  s  Ft . , Ont • 

Brown stein 

2  Rockhouse  Ft,., Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al. 
(BOS) 

2  Morgan • s  Ft . , Ont • 

Brownstein 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Andrle,  et  al. 
(BOS) 

1  Lewiston, 

Klabunde s, 

tr 

Farrell ,et  al. 

2  Rockhouse  Ft., Ont. 

Brownstein 

1  Morgan *  s  Ft . , Ont . 

Freeland, et  al. 

1  Morgan  *  s  Ft . ,  Ont . 

Brownstein 

4  Lewiston 

Klabunde s, , 

•  Farrell ,.,et  al, 

1  Roc  khouse  Ft • , Ont , 

Brownstein 

1  Morgan *  s  Ft . , Ont . 

Freeland,  et  al 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

1  Cedar  Bay, Ont. 

Brownstein 

1  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s , 

Farrell,  et  al 

1  Rockhouse  Pt,,Ont. 

Brownstein 

1  Eggertsville 

-  Me Kales 

1  Lewiston 

Klabunde  s 

1  AngolA 

Mitchell,  et  al 

1  Rockhouse  Ft., Ont. 

Freeland, 

. 

Andrle,  et  al, 
(BOS) 

1  Pembroke 

Freeland 

2  Rockhouse  Pt., Ont. 

Brownstein 

2  Rockhouse  Pt,,Gnt. 

Andrle,  et  al, 
(BOS) 

1  Rockhouse  Ft., Ont. 

Brownstein 

1  Grand.  Is.  (BOSWR) 

4  Burnaby, Ont. 

Klabunde  ? 
Brownstein 

4-6  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

5  Snyder 

DeKlei  ne 

4-8  Belmont  -  : 

Burtons 

1  Amherst 

Freeland 

2,1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

■  ^reeland 

4,1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

1  Tonawanda  IMA 

Me  Kales 

recorded  this  year  ...... 

Species, subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  8 

Total  for  year . . . .  ,  . . .  .264 
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Eastern  Kingbird  August 

1 

2  ad . , 1Y 

Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick.. 

Tree  Swallow 

It 

5 

1  ad.,lY 

Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick  ■ 

Barn  Swallow 

If 

13 

N3Y  (8/15  Y0) Belmont 

Burtons 

Cliff  Swallow 

If 

10 

2  ad . , 2Y 

Amity  Lake 

Pitz ricks 

Cliff  .Swallow 

'  *  rv  \ 

It 

10 

2  ad, ,4Y 

Scio 

Vi  Pitzrick 

House  Wren 

II 

18 

N3Y  (8/31  Y0) Pembroke 

Loersch, 

-  Freeland 

House  Wren 

II 

23 

'  1  ad . , 2Y 

Amity  Lake 

V.  Fitzrick 

House  Wren 

If 

30 

2  ad  e , 2Y 

Amity 

V,  Fitzrick 

Gray  Catbird 

If 

11 

1  ad . , 2Y 

Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

American  Robin 

If 

10 

N3Y 

Williamsville 

Freeland 

Eastern  Bluebird 

m 

9 

4  ad.,9Y 

Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

Eastern  Bluebird 

it 

12 

2  ad.,3Y 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

Common  Yellowthroat 

If 

23 

1  ad.,3Y 

A  mity 

V.  Pitzrick 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

II 

16 

1  ad • , 1Y 

Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

Scarlet  Tanager 

If 

1 

2  ad ,  ,  2Y 

Amity  Lake 

V.  Fitzrick 

Indigo  Bunting 

II 

18 

1 ,ad , ,2Y 

Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

If 

4 

1  ad . , 1Y 

Amity  Lake 

V,  Pitztick 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

II 

22 

1  ad.,3Y 

A  mity 

V.  Pitzrick 

House  Finch 

If 

4 

1  ad . ,2Y0 

Eggertsville 

. Me Kales 

Virginia  Rail 

ft 

27 

2Y0 

Times  Beach 

.Andrle  ,et  al 

Sora 

II 

27 

1  YO 

Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et  al 

Com.  Gallinule 

II 

27 

3Y0 

Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et  al, 

ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 

t  ■  '  1  ! 

FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  COOPERATIVE  BREEDING  BIRD  SURVEY  -  1978 

compiled  by  Walter  Klabunde 

This  is  the  twelfth  year  B.O.S,  members  and  associates  cooperated  in  the 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  -  Cooperative  Breeding  Bird  Survey  of  North  America,  The 
procedure  and  rules  under  which  the  survey  is  made  is  described  in  The  Prothonotary , 
Vol  33,  N.  10,  pages  123-7 '(1967)  and  Vol.  34,  No,  10,  page  12  (196H).  The  B.O.S, 
"Mini-Run"  surveys  follow  practically  the  same  rules  except  the  FEW  routes  cover 
50  stops  instead,  of  25.'  The  following  are  the  cooperators  and  assistants  who  pro¬ 
vided  the  data  that  made  ihhis  summary  possible.  We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  introduce 
both  a  new  cooperator  and  assistant  to  the  list  this  year. 
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Route 

,  r " 

*, 1 

Number 

Name 

Name 

Observer 

Assistant 

001 

a 

Dunnville 

Harold  Lancaster 

045 

'Phillip's  Creek 

Lou  L. ' Burton 

Doris  Burton 

046 

-  1 

Swain 

Elizabeth  W,  Brooks 

Clarence  ICLingensmith 

052 

-Mt.  Morris 

Harriette  Klabunde 

Walter  Klabunde 

053 

*  Hamburg 

Miriam  L.  Crone 

Lincoln  E.  Crone 

054 

4 West  Seneca 

Marie • Wendling 

Margaret  Wendling 

055 

•  Gainesville 

Robert  F,  Andrle 

Patricia  R.  Andrle 

056 

‘ Cattaraugus  A  ' 

David  M.v  Bigelow 

Dee  Bigelow 

057 

y  East  Java 

David'  Junkin 

058 

Castile 

Harriette  Klabunde 

Walter  Klabunde 

059 

. 

4  Randolph 

Stephen!  W.  Eaton 

Ellen  E.  Eaton 

060 

.  . 

Centerville 

Larry  Wilson 

061 

.  .  . 

Sheridan 

France  a  M,  Rew 

Lois  I.  Buck 

062 

Cherry  Hill 

Robert  A •  Sundell 

David  Gagney 

063 

Nashville 

Robert  If,  Wagner 

Edith  N.  Wagner 

064 

St.  Johnsburg 

no  report 

065 

E,  Youngstown 

Harriette  Klabunde 

Walter  Klabunde 

066 

Byron 

Jane  B.  Mason 

Max  W.  Mason 

111 

S,  Vandalia 

Regina  N,  VanScoy 

James  S,  VanScoy 

Table  1  summarizes  the  data  of  +he  eighteen  routes.  In  addition  to  the 
total  individuals  and  percentage  of  :routes  the  species  was  recorded,  a  notation 
after  the  species  name  indicates  howthe  number  re corded. corresponds  with  past  re¬ 
cords.  A  (+)  denotes  the  count  is  among  the  four  highest  (H)  for  an  all  time  high; 
(N)  among  the  middle  four  counts,  and,  (-)  among  the  bottom  four  counts  with  (L) 
for  an  all  time  low.  An  (.=  ).  after  H  or  L  denotes  -  equal  to, 

'  r‘:.  •  '■ft  .  , 

Two  new  species  itfere  added  this  year  ie,., Common  Gallinule  (Rte  54)  and 
Prairie  Warbler  (Rte  '53)t  bringing  the  twelve,  year  total  to  151,  A  total  of  115 
species  were  reported  this  year  of  which  one  cannot  be  counted  because  it  is  con¬ 
sidered  a  late  migrant  ie,, Olive  Flycatcher  (Rte  46), 

Thirteen  species  were  rated  H  four  of  which  were  equal  to  previous  highs. 
The  29  Great  Flue  Herons  were  not  only  8  above  the  previous  high  but  this  year  they 
were  seen  on  13  routes  compared  to  a  maximum  of  10  previously. 

i 

The  six  Pied-billed  Grebes  seen  on  Route  $8  constituted  the  first  record 
of  r.  group  of  young  recorded  in  this  survey. 

The  large  number  of  Ring-billed  Gulls  (332)  was  probably  due  to  the  pre- 
V;  °f  late  migrants  or  non-nesting  birds.  This  has  happened  four  other  years, 
roas  the  median  number  for  this  species  is  28  "h^  other  high  counts  were  117,117, 

93  and  84, 
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Fish  &  Wildlife  Cooperative  Breeding  Bird  Survey  -1978, cont. 

Rock  Doves  have  been  showing  a  regular  increase,  in  part,  due  to  more 
observers 'recording'  this  species  as  requested  by  F  &  W  directions,  but  it  appears 
that  more  are  being  raised  (for  food??).  The  increase  in  the  last  four  years  has 
been  quite  marked  -  225  to  472.  Also  this  is  the  first  year  this  species  was  re¬ 
corded  on  every  route,  ; 

The  Yellow-rumped  Warbler  high  (3)  was  brought  about  by  being  recorded 
on  two  routes  (Rtes,  45 "7  46)  for  the  first  time.  In  previous  years  this  species 
was  recorded  on  Routes  46,  53 »  and  60. 

The  Orchard  Orioles  observed  on  Route  62  were  adults  feeding  young  in  a 
nest.  This  is  only  the  third  record  in  ChaU’baqua  County.  The  only  other  F  &  W 
record  properly  documented  was  in  1976  on  Route  111  in  Cattaraugus  County. 

The  White-throated  Sparrow  number  was  brought  up  to  equal  a  previous  high 
of  3  by  adding  one  at  the  start  of  Route  58  -  the  2nd  record  (1976)  for  this  species 
at  this  stop.  All  other  records  have  been  from  Route  46. 

The  Whip-poor-will  on  Route  53  was  the  2nd  in  the  twelve  years.  The  pre¬ 
vious  record  was  on  Route  66  in  1967* 

The  high  counts  for  Cooper* s  Hawk,  Red- shouldered  Hawk,  Barn  Swallow  and 
Hooded  Warbler  were  considered  to  be  within  the  normal  range  of  fluctuations. 

Eighteen  species  were  recorded  in  all  time  low  figures.  Ten  -of  these  in¬ 
cluding:  Chimney  Swift,  Eastern  Kingbird,  Great  Crested  Flycatcher,  Traill *s  Fly¬ 
catcher,  Chestnut- sided  Warbler,  Mourning  garble r,  Bobolink,  Scarlet -Tana-ger,  Ameri¬ 
can  Goldfinch  and  Savannah  Sparrow  can  be  regarded  as  low  points  in  fluctuation 
populations,  (Willow  and  Alder  Flycatchers  are  lumped  together  here  for  lack  of 
data  on  the  individual  species). 

The  most  significant  low  is  that  of  the  Spotted  Sandpiper.'  During  the 
first  six  years  its  average  count  was  15  £  3*  during  the  next  five -it  '  was  down  to 
8+2,  If  this  year’s  count  of  2  is  not  in  error  then  this  species  may  be  in 
trouble. 

The  other  species  with  low  totals  have  shown  a  marked  decline  in  the  last 
two  years  which  may  be  due  to  the  severe  winters  of  *77  and  *7 8,  These  are  listed  in 
the  following  table  with  their  percentage  decline  from  their  twelve  years  median 
and  the  precent  decline  from  last  year’s  low.  The  number  in  parenthesis  represent 
this  year's  count,  the  median  number  and  last  year’s  total,  respectively. 
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Species 

i  of  12 

Year  Median 

fo  of  Last 

Year 

Brown  Thrasher  (11) 

31 

(36) 

52 

(21) 

Horned  Lark  (21) 

34 

(62) 

45 

(47) 

Ring-n.  Pheasant  (85) 

45 

(188) 

60 

(141) 

E,  Feadowlark  (238) 

47 

(510) 

75 

(330) 

Field  Sparrow  (94) 

53 

(176) 

64 

(147) 

Least  Flycatcher  (31) 

.  58 

(53) 

77 

(40) 

Starling  (1751) 

68 

(2580) 

75  (2354) 

The  last  issue  of  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  Breeding  Bird  Survey 
Newsletter  states  that  the  populations  of  Mockingbird  and  Tufted  Titmouse  in  most 
northeastern  states  were  not  affected  by  the  severe  winter  of  *77,  Where  these 
species  had  just  been  established  on  our  records  for  2  and  3  years  respectively, 
they  were  missing  both  last  year  and  again  this  year.  Cur  Ttfinter  weather  must  have 
been  more  severe, 

table'  I 


Species 

Total 

%  Rtes 

Fied-billed  Grebe  H 

6 

6 

Gr,  Blue  Heron  H 

29 

72 

Green  Heron  - 

10 

39 

Canada  Goose  + 

1 

6 

Mallard  N 

38 

v  -61' 

Blue-w,  Teal  -  , 

1 

6 

Wood  Duck  +  - 

13 

22 

Turkey  Vulture  N 

1 

6 

Cooper* s  Hawk  H 

2 

11 

Red-tailed  Hawk  N 

16 

50 

Red-should,  Hawk  H= 

8 

.  28 

Broad-wing,  Hawk  + 

2 

11 

Marsh  Hawk  N 

1 

6 

American  Kestrel  + 

29 

78 

Ruffed  Grouse  N 

1 

6 

Ring-n,  Pheasant  L 

85 

44 

Sora  N  <  . 

1 

6 

Common  Gallinule  H 

2 

“.6 

Killdeer  N 

197 

100 

Amer,  Woodcock  N 

1 

6 

Common  Snipe  -  ' 

1 

6 

Upland  Sandpiper  N 

10 

17 

Spotted  Sandpiper  L 

2 

11 

Herring  Gull  N 

2 

6 

Ring-b.  Gull  H 

332 

11 

Spdcies  Total  fo  Rtes 


Rock  Dove  H 

4  72 

100 

Mourning  Dove  N 

293 

100 

Black-b.  Cuckoo  N 

7 

28 

Great  Horned  Owl  + 

3 

11 

Whip-poor-will  H= 

1 

6 

Chimney  Swift  L 

37 

72 

Ruby-t,  Hummingbird  L= 

1 

6 

Belted  Kingfisher  - 

11 

50 

Common  _ 

41 

89 

Pileated  Woodpecker  + 

3 

6 

Red -bellied  Woodpecker  N 

1 

6 

Red-headed  Woodpecker  N 

3 

11 

Yellow-b,  3apsucker  N 

3 

17 

Hairy  Woodpecker  - 

2 

11 

Downy  Woodpecker  N 

42 

72 

Eastern  Kingbird  L 

56 

89 

Gr,  Crest,  Flycatcher  L 

24 

72 

Eastern  Phoebe  - 

34 

61 

Willow  Flycatcher  L 

42 

72 

Alder  Flycatcher  L 

3 

11 

Least  Flycatcher  L 

31 

61 

E,  Wood  Pewee  - 

41 

89 

Horned  Lark  L 

21 

44 

Tree  Swallow  N 

40 

67 

Bank  Swallow  - 

32 

22 
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Species 

Total 

L/o  Rtes 

1  ' 

Species  .  ,  ... 

Total 

~Jo  Rtes 

Rough-w,  Swallow  - 

4 

11 

Prairie  Warbler  H  i 

6  1 

■6  ' 

Barn  Swallow  H  r, 

498 

100 

Oven  Bird  N 

26 

44 

Cliff  Swallow  - 

■  cc 

2 

6 

Mourning  Warbler  L 

6 

22 

Purple  Martin  N 

*  *■ 

80 

33 

Common  Ye  11  owthro.it  J\I 

223 

100 

Blue  Jay  + 

102 

89 

Hooded  Warbler  H 

9 

28 

Common  Crow  N  - 

628 

100 

Canada  Warbler  N 

7 

17 

Black-c.  Chickadee  N 

67 

83 

American  Redstart  N 

23 

33 

White-br.  Nuthatch  + 

* 

16 

56 

House  Sparrow  - 

1083 

100 

Red-br.  Nuthatch  F 

1 

6 

Bobolink  L 

272 

100 

House  Wren  N 

165 

94 

Fa stern  Meadowlark  L 

238 

94 

Gray  Catbird  + 

208 

100 

Red-w.  Blackbird  - 

2769 

100 

Brown  Thrasher  L 

11 

44 

Orchard  Oriole  H 

2 

6 

American  Robin  -. 

1256 

100 

Northern  Oriole  - 

126 

100 

Wood  Thrush  N 

148 

r  -  89 

Common  Grackle  - 

1440 f  ' 

100 

Hermit  Thrush  N 

’  3 

11 

Brown-h,  Cowbird  - 

151 

100 

Veery  - 

43 

44 

Scarlet  Tanager  L 

15 

39  ' 

Eastern  Bluebird  N 

6 

17 

Cardinal  + 

111 

89 

Bl.-gr.  Gnatcatcher  N 

1 

.  •  w6' 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak  N 

39 

83 

Cedar  Waxwing  N 

121 

94 

Indigo  Bunting  + 

123 

83 

Starling  L 

1751 

100  '■ 

Purple  Finch  - 

14 

33 

Yellow-thr.  Vireo  + 

4 

27  1 

American  Goldfinch  L 

316 

100 

Solitary  Vireo  + 

4 

6 

Rufous-s.  Towhee  - 

58 

61 

Red-eyed  Vireo  - 

161 

89 

Savannah  Sparroxtf  L 

38? 

100 

Warbling  Vireo 

45 

72. 

Grasshopper  Sparrow  - 

6 

22 

Blue-w.  Warbler  L= 

5 

22 

Henslow's  Sparrow  - 

1 

6 

Nashville  Warbler  N 

«■ 

1 

6 

Vesper  Sparrow  - 

14 

33 

Yellow  Warbler  + 

305 

100 

Dark-eyed  Junco  N. 

14 

22 

Magnolia  Warbler  + 

-  8 

17 

Chipping  Sparrow  N 

266 

100 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

H. 

:  3 

11 

Field  Sparrow  L 

94 

72 

Bl.  -thr.  Gr.  Warbler 

N 

18 

28 

Wh • - t hr .  Sparrow  H= 

3 

11 

Blackburnian  Warbler  L= 

4 

6 

Swamp  Sparrow  - 

13 

39 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler  L 

15 

■  .28 

Song  Sparrow  - 

937 

100 

•49-23  Creek  Rd ., Lewiston, 

New  York  14092 

... 

B. 

O.S.  TRIPS 

REVISITED 

AUGUST  13  - 

For  the 

13  members 

who  journeyed  to  Seneca 

County, 

Montezuma 

National  Wildlife  Refuge  once  again  demonstrated  its  special  appeal.  Arriving  at 
the  refuge,  we  immediately  climbed  the  tower  overlooking  the  Fain  Pool.  Our  quest  . 
was  the  two  White  Pelicans  which  had  been  frequenting  the  refuge  since  May.  After 
a  20-mihute  wait,  we  watched  in  awe  as  the  "great  pouchbills"  rose  from  the  north 
side  of  the  pool  and  gradually  gained  altitude  before  heading  off  in  a  westerly  di¬ 
rection.  Unfortunately,  water  levels  throughout  the  refuge  had  been  purposefully 
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held  high  in  an  effort' to  control  the  widespread  purple  loosestrife.  This  reduced 
available  habitat  for  &horebirds , ,  but  along  the  north  side  of  the  Main  Pool  in  a 
muddy,  grassy  stretch  we  found  a  small  flock  of  waders.  Among  a  ddzen  Short-billed 
Dowitchers  we  were  pleased  to  pick  out  three  Long-billed  Dowitchers  as  well  as  a 
number  of  the  commoner  species,  including  both  yellowlegs,  Stilt  Sandpipers  and 
"peep."  Two  Least  Bitterns  flushed  from  a  nearby  cattail  marsh,  and  recently  fledg¬ 
ed  Fied-billed  Grebes,  American  Coots  and  Common  Gallinules  were  much  in  evidence 
on  the  open  stretches  of  water.  At  the  Tschache  Pool  observation  tower,  we  scoped 
across  to  the  distant  Bald  Eagle  hacking  tower  and  noted  one  immature  eagle.  A  short 
walk  along  the  Esker  Brook  Trail  revealed  a  general  lack  of  migrant  passerines. 
Nonetheless,  we  noted  some  72  species  during  the  day, 

—  Dave  Wilcove  &  Bill  Burch 

AUGUST  27  —  In  pleasant  weather  under  largely  blue  skies,  21  birders  from  the 
Buffalo  anS  Genesee  Ornithological  Societies  traveled  along  the  Canadian  shore  of 
Lake  Erie,  and  returned  via  the  sod  farm  north  of  Lowbanks  to  end  a  successful  bird- 
ing  day  at  Times  Beach  on  the  Buffalo  waterfront,  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  and.  Black  Terns 
in  good  numbers  provided  interesting  viewing  over  the  Niagara  River  and  on  nearby 
Lake  Erie  shores.  Among  them  were,  several  Franklin's  and  Little  Gulls,  less  common 
species  that  always  stimulate'  inter'est  among  local  birders.  Although  shore  birds 
were  not  particularly  numerous,  we  tallied  16  species,  Sanderlings  being  the  most 
common,  excluding  the  plovers.  -Over  50  Black-bellied  Plovers  and  35  American 
Golden  Plovers  provided  us  with  excellent  views  and  a  variety  of  plumages  at  the  sod 
farm.  Another  highlight  was  the  large  flock  of  warblers  encountered  in  the  trees 
and  shrubbery  at  the  end  of  Rockhouse  Point.  The  respectable  total  of  17  warbler 
species  for  the  day  included  a  rare  Connecticut  Warbler,  seen  by  several  observers 
in  dense  grape  vines  and,  shrubs  on  the  sand  dunes  at  the  point.  The  day's  end  pro¬ 
vided  the  party  with  an  interesting  assemblage  of  waterfowl,  gulls  and  shorebirds 
at  Times  Beach,  with  a  Millet  and  a  Forster's  Tern  capping  a  list  which  totaled  95 
species.  We  were  pleased  that  we  could  show  our  Rochester  birding  friends  such  a 
good  sampling  of  the  birdlife  of  our  region. 

—  Robert  Andrle  &  Robert  Spahn 

NOTES 

A  Nesting  Record  of  the  Turkey  Vulture  in  Allegany  County 

The  Allegany  County  Bird  Club  News,  vol.  XII :8,  published  in  October 
1978,  carries  an  account  of  the  discovery  of  a  nest  of  the  Turkey  Vulture,  Cathartes 
aura,  in  the  Town  of  Alma  in  Allegany  County  in  June,  1978.  The  nest  site  was  dis¬ 
covered  by  Mr.  Morman  Ives  of  Genesee,  Pennsylvania,  a  member  of  the  Allegany  County 
Bird  Club,  who  found  two  flightless  young  birds  "occupying  an  old  Porcupine  den". 

No  other  identifying  information  concerning  the  nest  site  or  describing  the  area  in 
which  it  was  located,  is  given. 
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Unless  otherwise  noted,  meetings  are  held  on' the  second  and  fourth 

Wednesdays  of  each  month  in  the  Society’s  clubroom  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science, 

December  13th:  Gala  members  Christmas  Party!  The;  festivities  will 

commence  with  the  showing  of  the  film,  "What  Good  is 
a  Warbler?",  the  acclaimed  study  of  the  Golden  cheeke  d 
Warbler  and  will  continue  with  a  tour  of  Savage  Hall 
and  food  and  refreshments,-  A  door  prize  will  be  awarded, 

December  27th:  No  meeting,.  KERRY  CHRISTMAS 


January  10th: 


January  24th: 


January  ^th: 


January  7th: 


'The  Lemmings  and  Arctic  Bird  Life*,  a  25  minute  sound 
film  depicting  the  seasonal  cycle  of  the  unique  Arctic 
rodent ,  the.  lemming  and  also  show  us  many  birds  of  the 
Arctic  wilderness;  A  second  film  will  also  be  shown. 

Report  on  50th  Anniversary  Christmas  Bird  Count  by  leader,.. 

To  be  announced, 

■  PROGRAM  ~  FIELD  TRIPS 

Field  trip  along  the  Niagara  River ,,, "Getting  the  Year 
Off  to  a  Good  Start,"  Co-leaders,  Harold  Axtell  (tel 
416-871-6999)  and  Dick  Byron  (tel,  892-9496,  days).  We 
will  meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the  Vermont  &  Busti  entrance 
to  the  Peace  Bridge,  or  at  8.;15  at  the  first  parking  lot 
south  of  the  Peace  Bridge  along . the  Canadian  side  of  the 
Niagara  River,  r 


PROGRAM  -  COUNTS 


January  Waterfowl  Count  of  the  Federation  of  New  York 
State  Bird  Clubs,  Coordinator,  Alan  Reckhow  (tel, 
876-0078).  The  target  date  for  the  Count  is  Sunday, 
January  7th,  but  in  case  of  inclement  weather  or 
other  problems,  any  day  between  January  6th  and 
January  14th  is  acceptable.  Call  the  coordinator 
for  assignment  of  territory. 
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January  28th;  Field  trip  to  Lower  Niagara  River... "The  Niagara  in 

Reverse",  a  joint  outing  with  members  of  Rochester’s 
Genesee  Ornithological  Society.  Co-leaders,  Dave 
Freeland  (tel,  688-4359)  and  Warren  Lloyd  (tel. 
265-0287,  Rochester).  We  will  meet  at  8:30  a.m. 
at  Oakland  Rural  Cemetery,  Town  of  Porter,  Route 
18  just  west. of  end  of  Robert  Moses  State  Parkway 
and  across  from  Niagara  Frontier  Country  Club. 

Late  arrivals  can  join  group  at  9  00  in  Fort 
Niagara  parking  lot  just  uphill  from  Coast  Guard 
Station  lighthouse. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler,  fir.  David  Freeland.,  60  Haymarket  Square,  East 
Amherst,  N,Y.  14051. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 


BACK  ISSUES: 


SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE: 


EDITOR: 


Please  notify  the  treasurer  -  Ms.  Peggy  Daniels 

18  Concord  Drive 
Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215 

Available  at  fifty  cents  per  copy  from  the  treasurer. 

, .!  - 

$5.00  per  year,  payable  to  the  treasurer. 
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THE  KQNTH 

September  was  seasonably  cool  and  wet  i\rith  an  average  temperature  of 
60.8°  (F),  a  departure  of  -0.8°  (F)  from  the  norm.  Rainfall  measured  4.40  inches, 
1.15  inches  above  average  for  the  period  with  heavy  downpours  on  the  12th  and  18 th. 
Only  60 io  of  possible  sunshine  was  recorded,  (iieteorological  data  as  recorded  at 
Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

In  spite  of  generally  poor  weather  conditions,  the  nocturnal  passerine 
migrant  mortality  at  local  television  station  towers  in  the  towns  of  Colden  and 
Wales  in  southern  Erie  County  was  remarkably  light.  Arthur  Clark  of  the  Buffalo 
Fuseum  of  Science,  whose  unpleasant  task  it  is  to  monitor  this  kill,  reports  that 
the  number  of  birds  striking  these  towers  was  below  average  as  the  overcast  and 
rainy  weather  occurred  for  the  most  part  during  the  daylight  hours  with  skies  clear¬ 
ing  before  dusk.  The  biggest  kill  during  the  period  was  168  birds  of  35  species  on 
September  22nd,  including  one  Connecticut  Warbler  and  a  Least  Bittern.  On  September 
12th,  the  100th  species  recorded  in  the  local  T-V  tower  mortality  study  which  Art 
Clark  has  conducted  since  1966 ,  was  recovered.  It  was  a n  Clive-sided  Flycatcher 
picked  up  at  the  WGR-TV  (channel  2)  tower  in  the  Town  of  Wales. 

The  first  major  cold  front  of  the  season  passed  through  on  September  12th 
following  a  period  of  warm,  humid  weather  terminated  by  violent  thunderstorms  and  a 
sharp  drop  in  temperature  with  winds  shifting  to  north-west  on  that  date.  Early 
the  following  morning,  a  party  of  local  birders  led  by  Robert  Andrle  and  including 
the  writer,  drove  to  Port  Stanley  in  Elgin  County,  Ontario  hoping  to  see  the  first 
big  raptor  movement  of  the  season  at  'Hawk  Cliff',  the  celebrated  promontory  over¬ 
looking  Lake  Erie  at  that  location.  We  were  not  disappointed.  On  a  cold  east- 
northeast  wind,  between  7:00  a.m.  and  11:30  a.m.,  we  recorded  867  Sharp-shinned 
Hawks,  129  American  Kestrels,  35  harsh  Hawks,  8  Ospreys,  6  Broad-winged  Hawks,  3  Red¬ 
tailed  Hawks  and  one  immature  Bald  Eagle.  The  flight  inexplicably  terminated  by 
noon  and  we  later  learned  that  rain  showers  had  developed  to  the  north  of  us,  prob¬ 
ably  stopping  the  birds  before  the  spectacular  Broad-wing  movement  began. 
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Interesting  birds  reported  during  September  include  an  immature  Peregrine 
Falcon  seen  by  Richard  Byron  on  September  18th  while  being  mobbed  by  crows  in  a 
dead  tree  where  it  was  perched  in  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery  in  Buffalo.  Two  Merlins 
were  reported  by  Richard  Brownstein  during  the  month,  one  at  Cedar  Bay,  Ontario  on 
the  5th  and  one  at  Rock  Point  Provincal  Park  near  Dunnville ,  Ontario  on  the  19th. 
Whimbrels  were  unusually  numerous  during  the  fall  passage  of  shorebirds  with  two 
reported  from  Times  Beach  in  Buffalo  Harbor  on  September  1st,  one  from  Rock  Point 
Provincal  Park  on  the  4th  and  one  at  Times  Beach  on  the  9th,  seen  by  Dick  Byron  in 
the  company  of  five  Franklin’s  Gulls,  On  September  10th,  Robert  Andrle  reported 
a  very  unusual  fall  migrant,  an  immature  or  female  Prairie  Warbler  at  the  Tifft 
Farm  Nature  Center  in  Buffalo. 


Joseph  F,  Thill,  38  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  14217 

noteworthy  records 

I  *  I  f\  1 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  ’Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario*  (B.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  ther  permanent' 
files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


-  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 

Common  Loon  Septe 

Double-crested  Cormorant  " 

VI 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron  " 

If 

Canada  Goose 


Gadwall 

Green-winged  Teal 


II 

II 

IV 

IV 


American  Wigeon 


Wood  Duck 


VI 

II 

VI 

II 

II 

M 


10,18 

1,1  Cedar  Bay,0nt. 

Brownstein 

9 

2  Rockhouse  Pt • , Ont • 

Brownstein 

24 

1  Barcelona 

Sundell 

6 

15  Tifft  Farm 

Andrle,  et  al 

20 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

12 

30  North  Boston 

O’Dell 

24 

10,000  Iroquois  NWR 

Danner 

17 

2  iagara  ^allsjOnt. 

Brownstein 

1 

4  Orchard  Park 

Andrle 

8-12 

5-7  South  Buffalo 

O'Dell 

13-26 

3  Times  Beach 

O'Dell 

24 

4  Lakeside  Beach  S.P, 

Mite  he  Tl,  Rew 

Schwartz 

27 

1  Forest  Lawn 

O'Dell 

5 

3  Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et  al 

9 

10  Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland 

19-20 

15  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

29 

12  Buffalo  ( Porter  Ave . 

)  Freeland 

16 

17  Cheektowaga 

Bogacki, 

Christensen 
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Redhead  September 

3F 

1  Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle,  et  al. 

fl 

.26 

2  Times  Beach 

.O'Dell.. 

Ring-necked  Duck  t  ■ 

(f 

24F 

3  Oak  Orchard 

Mitchell,  Rew, 

Schwartz 

Greater  Scaup 

ft 

18  F 

4  Cedar  Bay, Ont, 

Brownstein 

WJiite-winged  Scoter 

ff 

17F 

3  Rockhouse  Pt., Ont. 

Brownstein, 

Fessler, Schrader 

Hooded  Merganser 

ft 

3,5 

4  Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et  al. 

ff 

9 

6  Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland 

ft 

24 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Mitchell,  Rew, 

Schwartz 

Common  Merganser 

ft 

9 

3  Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Brownstein 

ft 

23 

4  Fort  Erie,Ont. 

Schaffner 

Red-breasted  Merganser  ' 

IV 

16 

1  Squaw  Island 

Brownstein, 

.  .  ■ , 

Gorman 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

ft 

9 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont, 

Brownstein 

ft 

15 

1  Tifft  Farm 

O'Dell 

ff 

4  28 

2  Cheektowaga 

Freeland 

ff 

28 

1  Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

If 

30 

1  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Cooper's  Hawk 

,  ft 

4 

1  nr.  Allenburg  Bog 

Chappie 

Marsh  Hawk 

ft 

4 

1  Rockhouse  Pt . , Ont . 

Brownstein 

t  ft 

9 

1  Tonawanda  WMA 

Freeland 

ff 

9 

2  Grove 

Burtons 

If 

15 

1  Tifft  Farm 

O'Dell 

11 

17 

1  nr.  Allenburg  Bog 

Chappie 

Osprey 

ft 

7-30 

1  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

ft 

15 

1  Tifft  Farm 

O'Dell 

ft 

21-25 

1  West  Seneca 

O'Dell 

American  Coot 

fl 

17F 

9  Prendergast  Point 

Sunde 11, Gagne 

ft 

24 

7  Point  Breeze 

Mitchell, Rew, 

Schwartz 

Killdeer 

ff 

9 

125  Clarence 

Freeland 

ft 

17 

160  Clarence 

Me  Kales 

.American  Golden  Plover 

"  2, 

17,24 

2,30,7  Clarence 

Me  Kales 

ff 

4 

10  Lowbanks,Ont. 

Brownstein 

ft 

9 

1  Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

If 

25 

1  Clarence 

Freeland 

Common  Snipe 

ft 

9 

12  Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland 

Whimbrel 

ft 

1 

2  Times  Beach 

Andrle,et  al 

If 

4 

1  Roc  khou  se  Pt , ,  Ont . 

Brownstein 

Upland  Sandpiper 

ft 

1L 

1  Clarence 

Freeland 

Millet 

ff 

17 

1  Fort  Erie, Ont. 

McKale  s ,  Axtell ; 

> 

Brownstein 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

ft 

20 

12  Times  Beach 

Mreeland 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

ff 

9 

15  Iroquois  MIR 

Freeland 

Red  Knot 

,11 

4 

18  Roc  khou  se  Pt  * , Ont • 

Brownstein 

fl 

17 

5  Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Me  Kales, Axtell 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

ff 

17,24 

3,2  Clarence 

Me Kales 
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White-rumped  Sandpiper  September  9 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland 

ft 

17 

2  Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont, 

Brownstein, 
Fessler , Schrader 

tt 

17 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Brownstein 

Baird's  Sandpiper 

II 

2 

2  Erie  Beach, Ont* 

Andrle,et  al. 

ft 

3 

1  Prendergast  Point 

Sundell  ■ 

r 

ft 

9,13,17 

2,1,1  Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont, 

Brownstein 

ft 

10,16 

1,1  Bemus  Point 

Sundell 

Least  Sandpiper 

If 

9 

15  Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland 

ft 

25 

1  Clarence 

Freeland 

Dunlin 

If 

23 

3  Sugarloaf  Pt.,Ont, 

Brownstein 

ft 

23 

1  Burnaby ,  Ont • 

Brownstein 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

ft 

9 

30  Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland 

Sanderling 

ft 

29 

40  Buffalo  (Porter  Ave. 

)  Freeland 

Wilson* s  Phalarope  • 

It 

3  ' 

1  Rockhouse  Pt,,0nt. 

Axte 11, Gardiner 

Franklin's  Gull 

If 

8,19,26 

2,5,3  Buffalo  (Porter  Ave. 

)  Freeland 

If 

16 

3  Buffalo 

Brownstein, 

Gorman 

tt 

20 

1  Times  Beach 

Freeland 

ft 

23 

1  Sugarloaf  Pt,,0nt. 

Brownstein 

It 

23 

1  Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Schaff ner 

Bonaparte ' s  Gull 

It 

23 

75 0  Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Schaffner 

Little  Gull 

ft 

8,19 

2,1  Buffalo  (Porter  Ave. 

)  Freeland 

tt 

20 

1  Times  Beach 

Treeland 

ft 

26 

1  Buffalo  (Porter  Ave, 

)  Freeland 

Forster's  Tern 

ft 

17 

3  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Brownstein, 
Fessler , Schrader 

ft 

26 

1  Sugarloaf  Pt.,0nt. 

Brownstein 

Caspian  Tern 

If 

4 

11  Barcelona 

Sundell 

Black  tern 

ft 

1 

750  Peace  Bridge  area 

Axte 11 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

If 

2 

1  Rose  Hi 11, Ont. 

Axtell,Andrle , 
et  al. 

If 

17 

1  Beaver  Island  S.P. 

Me Kale s 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

tt 

30 

1  Ridgeitfay,Ont. 

Brownstein 

ft 

17F 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Brownstein, 

Fe  s  sler , Schrader 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher 

ft 

17L 

1  Morgan's  Pt,,0nt, 

Brownstein 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 

ft 

1,8 

1,1  Rockhouse  Pt,,0nt. 

Axte 11, Gardiner 

•  I 

4 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt, 

Brownstein 

If 

9 

1  Morga n ' s  Pt . , Ont • 

Axte 11, Fes sler 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

If 

1 

1  Long  Beach, Ont. 

Axtell, Gardiner 

Purple  Martin 

ft 

30 

1  nr.Allenberg  Bog 

Chappie 

ft 

17 

5000  Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Brownstein 

Tufted  Titmouse 

If 

6-10 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

ft 

7F 

1  South  Buffalo 

O'Dell 

Brown  Creeper 

ft 

11 

2  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

M 

21F 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

It 

21F 

1  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 
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Carolina  Wren 

September  24 

1  Barcelona 

Sundel  1 

Hermit  Thrush 

II 

10F 

1  Spring  Brook 

,  Danner 

II 

30 

1  Snyder 

DeKleine 

Gray- cheeked  Thrush 

t! 

4F 

2  Cedar  Bay,0nt. 

Brownstein. 

•  1 

9 

1  East  Amherst 

Freeland 

(1 

11 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd,,0nt. 

Axtell 

II 

13 

1  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

Eastern  Bluebird 

II 

1-2? 

5-3  Amity  Lake 

Pitz ricks 

n 

13 

5  Alfred  area 

Carr 

ti 

15 

2  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

ti 

2 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle,et  al 

*  *  ♦  f 

it 

*  \ 

9L 

1  Morgan  '  5  Ft . , Ont • 

Axtell 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

n 

23F 

3  Abino  Hills, Ont. 

Brownstein 

Ruby- crowned  Kinglet 

,  it 

■  •  14F 

1  Eggerts-ville 

Me Kales 

ft 

17 

1  Cedar  Bay, Ont. 

Brownstein 

Cedar  Waxwing 

it 

•  30 

100  Cuba  Marsh 

Burtons 

Yellow-throated  Vireo 

if 

13F 

1  South  Buffalo 

O’Dell 

Solitary  Vireo 

if 

8F 

1  Cedar  Bay, Ont. 

Brownstein 

it 

13 

1  Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

ft 

13 

3  South  Buffalo 

O'Dell 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

if 

4-10,5 

2,3  Rose  Hill  Rd,,Cnt. 

Axtell 

•• 

4 

1  Barcelona 

Sundell 

13, 

15,19,20 

3  South  Buffalo 

O’Dell 

ft 

17 

1  Beaver  Island  S.P. 

Me Kales 

it 

24 

1  Iroquois  NWR  2J 

Me  Kales 

Warbling  Vireo 

ft 

13L 

5  South .Buffalo  Y 

O'Dell 

Blue-winged  Warbler 
Northern  Parula 


4,6,7  2,1,1  Amity 


V.  Pitzrick 


Yellow  Warbler 
Yellow-rumped  Warbler 
Blackpoll  Warbler 
Pine  Warbler 
Prairie  Warbler 
Palm  Warbler 
Northern  Waterthrush 
Connecticut  Warbler 


If 
It 
«9 
M 
If 
If 
It 
II 
•  • 


Hooded  Warbler 
-Indigo  Bunting 
House  Finch 


Pine  Siskin 


9F 

1  Pinecrest  Pt.,0nt, 

Brownstein 

17 

2  Roc  khouse  Pt . , Ont . 

Brownstein, 

Fessle  r, 

Schrader 

11L 

2  South  Buffalo 

O'Dell 

1 

4  Roc  khouse  Pt . , Ont . 

Axtell, Gardiner 

7- 

15  South  Buffalo 

O'Dell 

9 

1  Newstead 

Freeland 

10  L 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Andrle,  et  al. 

4F 

1  Sherbrooke  Twp,,0nt. 

Brownstein 

19 

3  South  Buffalo 

O'Dell 

11 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

Axtell 

17 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Br owns  t e i n , Fe  s  s- 

ler , Schrader 

27 

1  Buffalo 

O'Dell 

24L 

1  Barcelona 

Sundell 

28L 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

•30 

3-4  Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

•30 

3  Snyder 

DeKleine 

18 

4,2, 5,2  Belmont 

Burtons 

9F 

3  Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland 
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Dark-eyed  Junco  t 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

White-throated  Sparrow 
Lincoln's  Sparrow 


<  :  " 

ft 

II 

r 

n 

it 

tv 

91 


r  23F 

1  Cedar  Bay,0nt. 

Brownstein 

24F 

1  Port  Weller, Ont. 

Brownstein 

27 

1  Buffalo 

O'Dell 

3 

2  Allenberg  Bog 

Chappie 

4F 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd • , Ont • 

AiXtell 

27 

10  Buffalo 

O'Dell 

4F 

1  Rockhouse  Ft,., Ont. 

Brownstein 

19 

1  Buffalo  (Porter  Ave.) 

Free lan  d 

previously 

recorded  this  year  ... 

.  .  e  .  . 

Species,  subspecies  8c  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  .  . 

* 

Total  for  year  .  .  •  •  . . . 

1978  NESTING  RECORDS  -  V 


264 

0 

264 


Common  Gallinule  August  2 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler  "  6 


1  ad  •  ,4Yy-grown 
1  ad,,N3E  (8/14  1  ad 


Tifft  Farm  Schaffner ,A ,R. 

Clark 

. ,1Y  Foster  Lake  Brooks 


BOOK  REVIEW 


Birdlife  of  the  Adirondack  Park  by  Bruce  McP.  Beehler. 

Adirondack  Mountain  Club,  Inc., Glen  Falls,  N.Y.  19?8 
210  pp., paper,  $9.95  . 

Reviewed  by:  Dr.  Robert  F.  Andrle 

This  compact  volume  is  intended  to  provide  information  on  the  habits,  dis¬ 
tribution  and  abundance  of  over  250  species  of  birds  recorded  in  the  Adirondack 
Park,  and  in  this  it  succeeds  fairly  well.  Introductory  material  includes  a  brief 
descriptive  history  of  the  park  and  its  preservation,  the  area's  environment  and 
ecology,  and  a  general  survey  of  its  avifauna,  including ' population  trends  and  the 
future  of  its  birdlife. 

The  species  accounts  are  preceded  by  a  general  outline  and  map  of  Adiron¬ 
dack  geographic  districts  (based  on  topography  and  forest  types),  a  short  review  of 
previous  ornithological  research  and  publications  pertaining  to  the  area  and  a 
glossary  of  terms  used  in  the  accounts.  Considerable  information  is  included  in  the 
species  accounts,  divided  into  succinct  sections  on  status,  habitat,  field  marks, 
nesting,  breeding  bird  surveys,  migration  (occurrence),  wintering,  maximum  numbers 
and  historical  references.  Finally,  an  appendix  contains  a  gazetteer  of  places  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  book  and  referenced  by  number  to  a  grid  on  a  U.S.G.S.  map. 
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Birdlife  of  the  Adirondack  Far k, cont . 

The  author  remarks  that  a  preponderance  of  data  used  in  the  book  comes 
from  investigations  carried  out  in  the  northeastern  portion  of  the  Adirondack s,  and 
that  many  areas,  especially  those  to  the  south  and  west  of  the  central  part,  remain 
unexplored  ornithologically.  He  recognizes  four  general  habitats,  each  associated 
with  specific  bird  communities  -northern  hardwood  forest,  boreal/montane  forest, 
sprilce/ tamarack  bog  and  open  marsh  and  lakeshore. 

The  results  of  21  Adirondack  Breeding  Bird  Surveys  show  that  the  major 
non-forest  breeders  are  Red-winged  Blackbird,  American  Robin,  Starling  and  Common 
Grackle  and  the  most  abundant  forest  birds  are  Red-eyed  Vireo,  White-throated  Sparrow 
Ovenbird,  American  Redstart  and  Veery,  the  latter  five  reflecting  the  dominance  of 
the  northern  hardwood  forest.  One  wonders  about  the  value  of  including  the  Field 
Farks  sections  in  the  species  accounts,  since  they  really  contribute  very  little, 
and  sometimes  are  incorrect,  not  diagnostic,  superfluous  or  misleading,  (e.g.,  Common 
Loon  in  flight  -  "note  the  'crooked  neck'  and  dangling  feet.";  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 
song  -  "a  high-pitched  series  of  jumbled  warblings,";  and  Northern  waterthrush  - 
"a  jumbled  series  of  "chirps",  is  similar  to  none  except  that  of  the  rarer  Tennessee 
Warbler,"!)  There  are  frequent  abbreviations  in  the  species  accounts  referring  to 
home  35  references  pertinent  to  the  Adirondacks  listed  in  the  introduction.  Al¬ 
though  some  of  these  are  useful,  one  could  also  question  the  value  of  including 
those  which  merely  refer  to.  pages  in  well-known  field  guides. 

Not  much  thought  seems  to  have  been  put  to  choosing  some  of  the  illustra¬ 
tions.  There  are  a  few  photographs  of  habitats  and  birds  but  the.  type  of  paper  in 
the  volume  reduces  the:- quality  of  reproductions  of  some  of  the  former.  It  does  not 
seem  particularly  appropriate  to  this  reviewer  to  include  photos  of  two  captive 
jessed  hawks,  and  the  captions  do  nothing  but  identify  them.  The.'  -reason  for  in  - 
eluding  two  hawks,  two  owls  and  a  woodpecker  escapes  me.  The  author  begins  his  Pre¬ 
face  with  the  statement  "The  main  purpose  of  Birdlife  of  the  Adirondack  Park,  for 
all  its  errors  and  inconsistencies,  is  to  stimulate  further  interest  and  study  of 
the  natural  history  of  the  magnificent  Adirondack  region".  Then  he  goes  on  to  say 
that  in  many  ways  the  book  is  a  group  venture  and  acknowledges  by  name  the  aid  and 
"discerning  scrutiny"  of  several  persons  who  found  and  corrected  literally  hundreds 
of  errors  -  factual  and  otherwise.  He  then  states  that  they  are  the  "ghost"  co¬ 
authors  to  whom  he  owes  a  special  debt  of  gratitude.  If  I  were  a  book's  author,  I 
would  be  somewhat- embarrassed  first  to  admit  that  my  book  has  many  errors  and  in¬ 
consistencies,  and  then  in  the  next  breath  call  it  a  group  venture,  personally  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  meticulous  editing  of  others  and  refer  to  them  as  co-authors,  and  then 
not  state  personal  responsibility  for  all  such  errors  and  inconsistencies,  as  is 
customary. 


Nonetheless,  this  book  contains  much  information  on  Adirondack  birdlife  and 
is,  by  and  large,  a  useful  contribution  to  our  knowledge  of  this  region's  avifauna. 

Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,  New  York  '  .1 
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Report  of  The  New  York  State  Avian  Records  Committee 

At  the  1977  meeting  of  the  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs,  the 
delegates  authorized  the  establishment  of  the  New  York  State  Avian  Records 
Committee  (NYSARC)  to  review  ornithological  reports  of  exceptional  interest  made 
within  the  state.  Members  of  the  NYSARC  were  appointed  in  December  1977.  Its  pres¬ 
ent  membership,  with  terms  of  service  are:  Dr.  Robert  F*  Andrle  (5  years),  Robert 
W,  Smart  (4  years),  Dr.  Kenneth  P.  Able  (3  years),  Thomas  Ho  Davis  (2  years),  Dr. 

Paul  A.  DeBenedictis  (1  year).  On  its  meeting  of  12  Feb  1978,  the  NYSARC  elected 
Paul  DeBenedictis  as  Chairman  and  Robert  Andrle  as  Vice-Chairman.  Charles  R.  Smith, 
of  the  Laboratory  of  Ornithology,  has  been  appointed  Secretary  of  the  NYSARC . 

The  NYSARC  has  established  the  following  procedures  for  submitting  reports. 
A  standard  reporting  form  (Fig.  1)  is  available  from  member  clubs  and  from  members 
of  the  NYSARC.  The  Committee  emphasizes  that  reports  of  many  species  can  not  be 
documented  adequately  within  the  space  allotted  on  one  side  of  this  form.  Therefore, 
observers  are  urged  to  attach  as  many  additional  8  l/2  by  11  inch  pages  as  are 
needed  to  provide  complete  documentation.  Spacing  on  the  standard  form  correctly 
indicates  the  relative  importance  that  the  Committee  attaches  to  the  information  we 
request.  Copies  of  original  field  notes,  in  particular,  are  valuable  supplements  to 
the  standard  form.  Use  of  the  standard  form  is  not  mandatory.  Any  other  form  or 
format  (but  preferably  on  8  l/2  x  11  inch  paper)  that  conveys  the  information  re¬ 
quested  on  the  standard  form  will  be  acceptable  to  the  NYSARC.  Photographs,  if 
available,  should  be  submitted  with  reports.  If  other  evidence,  buch  as  specimens 
or  tape  recordings,  exists,  please  indicate  where  these  materials  may  be  examined. 
Reports  submitted  to  the  NYSARC  become  the  propertv  of  the  Federation.  Reports  will 
be  permently  deposited  and  made  available  to  qualified  investigators  at  the  Labora¬ 
tory  of  Ornithology,  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.Y.  Other  substantiating  evidence 
submitted  with  reports  will  be  deposited  in  appropriate  Cornell  University  collec¬ 
tions,  unless  specifically  requested  otherwise. 

Reports  should  be  submitted  to: 

The  New  York  State  Avian  Records  Committee 

c/o  Charles  R.  Smith 

The  Laboratory  of  Ornithology 

Cornell  University 

Ithaca,  New  York  14853 

The  NYSARC  will  review  reports  of  observations  made  after  1  Jan  1978  of: 

1)  any  species  new  to  New  York  State 

2)  any  addition  to  the  list  of  species  proven  to  nest  within  New  York  State 

3')  the  following  species  (some  of  which  are  of  hypothetical  status  within  New  York) 

from  any  locality  within  New  York  State:  Yellow— billed  Loon;  Arctic  Loon;  Western 

Grebe;  Yellow-nosed  Albatross;  Audubon's  Shearwater;  Black-capped  Petrel;  Scaled 
Petrel;  South  Trinidad  Petrel;  loach's  Storm-Petrel;  Red-billed  Tropicbird ;  White- 
ta iled  Tropicbird;  American  White  Pelican;  Brown  Pelican;  Brown  Booby;  Magnificent 
Friqatebird ;  Food  stork;  White— faced  Ibis;  White  Ibis;  Greater  Flamingo;  Prumpeter 
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Swan;  Black  Brant;  Barnacle  Goose;  Greater  White-fronted  Goose;  Fulvous  Whistling 
Duck;  Cinnamon  Teal;  Smew;  Black  Vulture;  Swallow- tailed  Kite;  Swainson's  Hawk; 
Crested  Caracara;  Gyrfalcon;  Sandhill  Crane;  Yellow  Rail;  Corncrake;  Black-necked 
Stilt;  Eurasian  Lapwing;  Wilson’s  Plover;  Long-billed  Curlew;  Eurasian  Curleitf;  Whim- 
brel  (white-rumped  races  only);  Bartailed  Godwit;  Greenshank;  Great  Skua;  South 
Polar  Skua;  Long-tailed  Jaeger;  Ivory  Gull;  Thayer's  Gull;  We w  Gull;  Sabine's  Gull; 
.Arctic  Tern;  Sooty  Tern;  Bridled  Tern;  Sandwich  Tern;  Thin-billed  Murre ;  Atlantic 
Puffin;  White-winged  Dove;  Common  Ground  Dove;  Northern  Hawk  Cwl ;  Burrowing  Cwl; 
Great  Gray  Owl;  Boreal  Owl;  Lewis'  Woodpecker;  Gray  Kingbird ;  Scissor- tailed  Fly¬ 
catcher;  Fork-tailed  Flycatcher;  Ash- throated  Flycatcher;  Say's  Phoebe;  Black-billed 
Magpie;  Brown-headed  Nuthatch;  Bewick's  Wren;  Sage  Thrasher;  Fieldfare;  Redwing; 
Mountain  Bluebird;  Townsend's  Solitaire;  Northern  Wheatear;  Bell's  Vireo;  Swain- 
son's  Warbler;  Audubon's  Warbler;  Black-throated  Gray  Warbler;  Townsend's  Warbler; 
Bullock's  Oriole;  Brewer's  Blackbird;  Boat-tailed  Grackle;  Western  Tanager;  Black¬ 
headed  Grosbeak;  Painted  Bunting;  Brambling;  Hoary  Redpoll;  Spotted  Towhee ;  Green¬ 
tailed  Towhee ;  Lark  Bunting;  LeConte's  Sparrow;  Baird's  Sparrow;  Bachman's  Sparrow; 
Brewer's  Sparrow;  Harris'  Sparrow;  Golden-crowned  Sparrow;  Smith's  Longspur;  Chest¬ 
nut-collared  Long- spur;  and  Eskimo  Curlew. 

4)  the  following  species  at  localities  away  from  downstate  New  York  (Long  Island 
and  offshore  waters,  the  New  York  City  area;  and  established  nesting  areas  on  the 
lower  Hudson  River);  any  species  of  albatross,  shearwater,  petrel,  or  storm-petrel; 
Gannet;  Great  Cormorant;  Louisana  Heron;  Yellow-crowned  Night  Heron;  Tufted  Duck; 
Common  Elder;  Black  Rail;  Purple  Gallinule ;  American  Oystercatcher ;  American  Avocet; 
Piping  Plover;  Marbled  Godwit;  Curlew  Sandpiper;  Gull-billed  Tern;  Roseate  Tern; 
Black  Skimmer;  any  alcid;  Chuck-will's  widow;  Yellow- throated  Warbler;  Blue  Gros¬ 
beak;  Ipswich  Sparrow;  Sharp-tailed  Sparrow;  and  Lark  Sparrow. 

5)  the  following  species  at  localities  away  from  the  Adlrondacks :  American  Spruce 
Grouse;  Black-backed  Three-toed  Woodpecker;  Northern  Three-toed  Woodpecker;  Gray  Jay. 

The  Committee  will  also  review  reports  that  represent  significant  deviations  'from 
established  patterns  of  seasonal  occurrence' within  New  York  State,  Because  such  re¬ 
cords  are  difficult  to  summarize  concisely,  observers  should  consult  Bull  (1974, 
1976).  Submitted  reports  not  meeting  these  criteria  will  be  filed  without  action, 
or  returned  to  the  observer. 

The  Committee  has  been  requested  to  clarify  boundaries  within  which  New 
York  State  records  are  made.  We  follow  national  and  state  boundaries  inland  and  on 
the  Great  Lakes,  and  extend  present  legal  marine  boundaries  outward  to  the  1000 
fathom  line  (approximately  100  miles  offshore).  The  south  (west)  boundary  extends 
from  the  Ambrose  Lightship  along  the  Separation  Zone  of  the  Ambrose-Hudson  Canyon 
Traffic  Lane  to  the  1000  fathom  line;  the  north  (east)  boundary  extends  at  an  angle 
of  150°  (from  true  north)  from  a  point  midway  between  the  east  end  of  Fisher's  Is¬ 
land  and  Watch  Hill,  R.I.  to  the  1000  fathom  line  (reference:  Coast  and  Geodetic 
Survey  Chart  1108;  Approaches  to  New  York)#  The  Hudson  Sea  Canyon  (proper)  lies 
just  within  the  south  boundary  and  Block  Canyon  is  within  the  north  boundary;  Cox's 
Ledge  is  in  Rhode  Island  Waters# 

Respectfully  submitted 
Paul  DeBenedictis,  Chairman 
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•  B.O.S.  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 

SEPTEMBER  17 - Sixteen  people  showed  up  on  a  cloudy,  rainy  day  to  ex¬ 

plore  B.O.S.  Section  18.  The  first  few  hours  were  spent  walking  the  trails  on 
Jane  and  Donald  Clark's  private  refuge  near  Farmersville  Station.  Unfortunately 
:the  movement  of  birds  was  very  slow,  and  the  Clarks'  bird-banding  activities  in¬ 
cluded  only  three  captures:  Philadelphia  Vireo,  Gray  Catbird  and  Eastern  Wood 
pewee«  The  group  then  went  on  a  35-wile  route  used  by  the  Clarks  for  B.O.S.  counts 

during  the  year.  In  spite  of  the  poor  weather,  29  species  of  birds  were  observed. 
Most  interesting  were  the  21  Red-taileH  Hawks  seen  sitting  on  tree  stubs  or  tele¬ 
phone  poles.  In  addition,  one  Marsh  Hawk  was  observed  above  Lime  Lake  while  it 
quartered  a  ridge.  Once  it  landed  and  rose  with  debris  in  its  talons,  which  it 
soon  jettisoned.  Seven  Eastern  Bluebirds  were  seen  just  outside  of  Farmersville 
Station.  Lunch  was  eaten  at  the  Clarks'  while  watching  waterfowl  on  the  pond  in 
front  of  the  house.  Then,  the  group  left  for  home  in  a  downpour. 

—  Don  Clark  &  John  Forness 

l 

•  •  '  ...  . .  NOTES 

Color-Marked  Shorebirds  of  Arctic,  South  American  Origin 

1 

Color-dyed  or  color-banded  shorebirds  are  seen  fairly  often  in  our  region, 
and  the  "Prothonotary"  has  published  pleas  from  researchers  asking  us  to  be  on  the 
lookout  for  migrating  shorebirds  that  are  specially  marked.  The  following  data  may 
encourage  observers  whose  birding  brings  them  in  contact  with  color-dyed  or  color- 
banded  birds. 

On  August  19,  1978,  Dave  Wilcove,  Peggy  Daniels  and  I  observed  two  Semi- 
palmated  Sandpipers  in  Ontario  which  were  obviously  marked  for  special  recognition. 

A  bird  at  Rockhouse  Point  was  dyed  a  brilliant  golden-yellow  over  the  entire  under¬ 
parts,  a  striking  sight  in  contrast  with  normal  plumaged  Semipals.  Later  that  day, 
at  the  St.  David's  Cannery  Ponds,  Dave  Wilcove  picked  out  a  color-banded  Semipal- 
mated  Sandpiper ,  and  we  noted  carefully  the  position  of  an  orangey-red  band  topped 
by  a  silver  band,  both  of  reasonable  width  and  above  the  "knee"  on  the  left  leg, 

In  subsequent  chance  conversation,  Mike  Zebehazy  reported  that  he,  too, 
had  seen  a  marked  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  in  Ontario.  It  was  at  Erie  Beach  on  July 
20,  1978,  and  had  a  silver  band  on  the  left  leg  and  red  band  on  the  right,  both  above 
the  "knee"  and  both  of  reasonable  width.  (continued  on  page  172) 
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STATUS 


REPORT  NO. 


For  use  of  the  NYSARC 


NEW  YORK  STATE  AVIAN  RECORDS  COMMITTEE  REPORTING  FORM 

This  form  specifies  the  most  important  information  that  should  accompany  a  report; 
however,  any  other  form  or  format  that  contains  this  information  will  be  acceptable 
to  the  NY.SARC.  Observers  are  urged  to  use  the  reverse  of  this  form  or  additional 
pages,  but  include  only  one  report  with  this  form.  Obtain  as  complete  a  description 
as  possible  during  the  observation  and  before  consulting  a  field  guide;  copies  of 
original,  notes  are  welcomed. 

NAME ' OF  BIRD _  "  _  DATE' 

Locality  (give  county,) ;  : 

Time  and  length  of  observation: 


Light  conditions,  distance  from  bird,  and  optics  used: 

Description  of  bird 

a)  Number,  size  and  shape: 

b)  Color  and  pattern,  including  soft  parts: 


c)  Behavior,  including  vocalizations: 

•  •  1  ‘  *  •  n  • , ,  ^  ’  .  ’  ' 

d)  Habitat,  including  associated  species: 

Additional  comments,  including  comparisons  with  other  species  and  observer's 
experience :  :  ,  . 

Does  any  other  substantial  evidence  document  this  report? _ If  yes,  what  is  it 

and  where  is  it  deposited? 

Time  and  date  of  writing  this  report: 

Observer(s)(when  multiple,  each  is  encouraged  to  submit  and  independent  report): 

submitted  by__ _  _ ' * .  ;  and 

Address  of  person  submitting  this  report: 

Return  completed  report  to:  The  New  York  State  Avian  Records  Committee,  c/o 
Charles  R.  Smith,  Laboratory  of  Ornithology,  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.Y.  14833 
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Color-Marked  Shorebirds  of  Arctic, South  American  Origin, cont, 

I  wrote  to  Dr.  R.  E.  Guy  Morrison  of  the  Canadian  Wildlife  Service,  think- 
ins:  that  his  well-known  banding  program  in  the  James  Bay  region  might  have  been  the 
source  of  all  three  birds.  In  addition  to  describing  the  size,  color  and  position 
of  the  bands  (and  the  extent  and  shade  of  dye  marking  on  the  Rockhouse  Point  bird), 

I  also  forwarded  an  account  of  all  other  shorebirds  seen  in  company  with  each* 

Dr.  Morrison  wrote  back  that  the  Rockhouse  Point  bird  had  indeed  been 
dyed  by  his  Canadian  Wildlife  Service  team  at  James  Bay  during  July  or  August,  1978* 
Operating  out  of  two  separate  camps,  Dr.  Morrison  reported  a  total  of  8,241  shore- 
birds  captured,  including  6,533  Semipalmated  Sandpipers.  Many  reports  of  dyed  shore- 
birds  are  coming  in  to  Dr.  Morrison  and,  on  a  recent  field  trip  to  Surinam,  South 
America,  he  was  able  to  personally  observe  16  of  his  group's  color  marked  birds. 

The  St.  David's  and  Erie  Beach  color-banded  birds,  Dr.  Morrison  thought, 
might  represent  a  program  headed  by  Dr.  Arie  L.  Spaans  of  The  Netherlands*  Research 
Institute  for  Nature  Management.  Shortly,  I  received  a  letter  from  Dr.  Spaans 
indicating  that  the  St.  David's  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  had  been  banded  as  an  after- 
second-calendar-year  bird  on  the  Atlantic  Coast  of  Surinam,  10  kilometers  northwest 
of  Paramaribo,  during  March-May,  1976.  He  said  that  Mike  Zebehazy's  Erie  Beach  ob¬ 
servation  was  likely  an  after-second-calendar-year  bird  banded  at  the  same  location 
in  Surinam  during  January-! '"ay,  1977. 

Serving  as  a  knowledgeable,  close— to— home  "clearing  house"  for  informa¬ 
tion  on  color— dyed  and  color— banded  shorebirds,  Dr.  Morrison  should  be  a  primary 
consideration  for  reports  from  B.O.S,  observers.  His  address  is; 

■  <  Dr ,  R .  I ,  G »  Morrison' 

Canadian  Wildlife  Service 
2721  Highway  31  '  - 

Ottawa,  Ontario 
Canada  KIG  3Z7 

r .  •  I  ’  J*  )  ,L 

Both  Dr.  Morrison  and  Dr.  Spaans  expressed  appreciation  for  the  reports, 
indicating  how  essential  they  are  to  the  studies  being  undertaken. 

David  B.  Freeland,  60  Haymarket  Square,  East  Amherst,  N.Y.  14051 
A  Recovery  of  a  Locally  Banded  Shorebird  in  Florida 

On  September  1st,  1973,  while  a  resident  of  Erie  County,  N.Y.,  I  banded 
a  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  at  Times  Beach  in  Buffalo.  Recently  I  received  a  com¬ 
puterized  report  from  the  Banding  Office  that  the  bird  was  "caught  by  hand"  in 
January,  1978,  in  Fort  Myers,  Florida  and  is  now"in  captivity".  I  have  written  to 

the  person  who  made  the  recovery  for  more  information  but  as  of  this  date,  I  have 
had  no  reply. 

The  band  number  is  820-74771.  All  records  of  birds  banded  when  I  lived 
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A  Recovery  of  a  Locally  Banded  Shorebird  in  Florida,  cont. 

in  the  Buffalo  area  have  been  turned  over  ip  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science*.  The 
record  was  of  interest  to  me  because  „it  is  the  first  report  I  have  received  outside 
of  the  State  of  New  York  for  shorebihds  banded  at  Times  Beach. 

Allen  E.  Valentine 5945  Farmington  Road,  West  Bloomfield,  Michigan  48033 

PROGRAM  -  'MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  noted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednes 
days  of  each  month  in  the  Society’s  clubroom  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at 
8  p.m.  * 

January  24th:  ’Tifft  Farm,  Yesterday,  Today  and  Tomorrow*.  A  motion 

picture  presented  by  former  B.O.S.  member  Harold  Dodge 
depicting  the  development  of  the  Tifft  Farm  Nature  Cen¬ 
ter,  the.  only  natural  area  within  the  City  of  Buffalo 
and  unique  in. its  location  in  the  heavily  industrial¬ 
ized  south  side. 


February  14th: 


February  28th: 


February  11th: 

}r 


Members  Auction.  Anyone  having  any  bird  books,  ornith¬ 
ological  journals,  pamphlets,  magazines  or  other  memor¬ 
abilia  they  would  be  interested  in  donating  to  the  auc¬ 
tion  may  deposit  it  with  Arthur  Clark  of  the  Department 
of  Vertebrate  Zoology  at  the  Museum  of  Science  or  tele¬ 
phone  Marcya  Foster  at  648-5454, 

’  NOTE:  Due  to  an  oversight,  the  door  prize  scheduled  to 
be. raffled  off  at  the  Society’s  Christmas  party  on  De¬ 
cember  13th,  remains  in  our  possession!  We  will  try 
again  at  the  auction.  Please  remember  that  all  proceeds 
from  this  auction  will  be  used  to  defray,  the,  expense  in¬ 
volved  in  the  Society’s  50th  Anniversary  celebration  dur¬ 
ing  the  coming  autumn.  Everyone  is  urged  to  come  and 
participate  and  make  this  auction  a  success  itfhile  having 
an  enjoyable  evening  doing  so! 

To  be  announced. 

PROGRAM-  —  FIELD  TRIPS 

Field  trip  to  Allegany  County. . ."Winter’s  Delights  on  the 
Southern  Tier."  Co-leaders,  Doris  Burton  (tel. 268-5147 , 
Belmont),  and  Ann  Bauer  (tel.  675-6322).  lie  will  meet  at 
8:00  a.m,  at  the  Farm  &  Home  Center,  behind  Town  Hall  at 
intersection  of  South  Grove  &  Main  Street,  East  Aurora. 

We  will  car-pool  to  meet  Alleggny  County  hosts  at  9:00 
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February  11th, cont:  at  junction  of  Centerville  Road  (County  Route  3)  and 

Town  Line  Road  (Allegany-Cattaraugus  County  line)  to 
start  looking  for  Turkeys,  finches  and  other  winter 
visitors.  In  event  of  stormy  weather,  an  alternate 
date  of  February  18th  has  been  established.  If 
weather  looks  questionable  February  11,  call  Ann 
Bauer  bv  7:15  a.m,  to  learn  whether  trip  is  "on" 
or  postponed  a  week. 

February  25th:  Field  trip  to  Lake  Ontario  Plains ... "Birds  of  Open 

Country."  'Co-leaders,  Doug*  Happ  (tel,  691-6249) 
and  Joe  Ghosen.  We  will  meet  at  9:30  a.m,  in  the 
Fort  Niagara  bathing  beach  parking  lot,  inside  the 
park  grounds  fronting  on  Lake  Ontario, 

1979  Count  Dates  Established  for  B.O.S. * 

The  B.O.S.  Field  Trips/Counts  Committee  has  established  dates  for  the 
organization's  four  major  counts  in  1979.  For  your  planning  purposes,  the  dates 
are : 

April  Count  .....  .  .Sunday,  April  8 


Spring  Count  .  . . .  Sunday,  Lay  20 


Fall  Count  ......  .  Sunday,  October  14 

Christmas  Census  .  .  .  • .Sunday,  December  16 

Compilers  for  each  of  the  counts  are  yet  to  be  named,  but  members  are  ask¬ 
ed  to  keep  these  important  census  dates  open  so  that  you  can  participate  in  them. 


Field  Trips/Counts  Committee  members  this  year  are  Chairman  Dave  Freeland, 
Ann  Bauer,  Dick  Byron,  Tom  Hager,  Loisr&  Peter  Matlock,  and.  Mike  Zebehazy.  Your 
comments  or  suggestions  are  welcome  to  any  committee  member. 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the  following 
month  to  the  compiler,  Mr.  David  Freeland,  60  Haymarket  Square, E.  Amherst,. , N.Y. 14051 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 

BACK  ISSUES: 
SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE: 


Please  notify  the  treasurer,  Ms. Peggy  Daniels  at 
18  Concord  Drive,  Buffalo,  N-.Y.  14215. 

Available  at  fifty  cents  per  copy  from  the  treasurer, 
$5.00  per  year,  payable  to  the  treasurer. 


EDITOR: 


Joseph  F,  Thill,  36  .Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  14217 


This  issue  of  The  Prothonotary  was  printed  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Department 
of  Biology  of  the  State  University  College  at  Buffalo. 


-  174  - 


M@ra®sg©TrMY 


PUBLISHED  MONTHLY 
THE 

BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY,  INC. 
BUFFALO,  NEW  YORK 


ALB*Z*  Mm, 


14353 


VOLUTE  44 


NOVEMBER  1978 


0 1979  NUMBER  II 


THE  MONTH 

The  weather  pattern  ^ n  October  fluctuated  widely  with  a  series  of*  cold 
fronts,  interspersed  with  periods  of  mild  weather,  making  the  period  extremely 
interesting  from  the  standpoint  of  bird  migration.  The  average  temperature  for 
the  month  was  49»5°(F),  a  -2,0°  departure  from  the  norm  while  precipitation  in 
the  form  of  rain  measured  3*72  inches,  0.71  inches  below  normal.  V  record  low 
temperature  of  26° (F)  was  recorded  on  October  17th.  The  first  snowfall  of  the 
season  was  recorded  in  the  form  of  flurries  in  higher  elevations  of  the  Southern 
Tier  counties  on  October  9th,  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo 
International  Airport.) 

Heavy  rain  and  falling  temperatures  on  the  weekend  of  October  14-1 5th 
brought  the  first  influx  of  diving  ducks  to  Lake  Erie,  Lake  Ontario  and  the  Niagara 
River.  Harold  Axtell  was  the  only  observer  in  our  area  to  record  a  Brant  flight; 
he  saw  14  birds  at  Niagara-on- the-Lake  on  the  24th  but  further  east  on  Lake  Ontario, 
on  October  29th,  over  1000  Brant  were  counted  near  Rochester.  Both  flights  were 
on  cloudy,  cool  days.  On  the  29th  also,  a  Dovekie  was  reported  from  Manitou  Beach 
near  Rochester.  In  a  pelagic  trip  out  of  Hamilton  (Ontario)  harbor  on  Lake  Ontario 
on  October  1st  on  the  charter  boat  ‘Cayuga  11*,  in  which  B.0.S,  members  participat¬ 
ed,  three  Parasitic  Jaegers  were  seen.  In  a  field  trip  to  the  Iroquois  'National 
Wildlife  Refuge  on  October  15th,  Robert  Andrle  counted  over  1000  American  Wigeon  on 
Ring-neck  Marsh  on  Sour  Springs  road. 


Other  interesting  bird  records  for  the  month  include  a  flock  of  seventy 
Golden  Plover  and  four  Black-bellied  Plover  seen  by  Marcya  Foster  and  her  museum 
bird  class  in  a  plowed  field  on  the  Shelby-Posson  road  in  the  Town  of  Shelby  in 
Orleans  County  on  October  21st.  On  the  22nd,  Pat  and  Bob  .Andrle  found  an  adult 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  and  three  Franklin's  Gulls  among  the  many  larids  flying  in 
the  Niagara  River  frorge  below  the  Canadian  Falls  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario.  Ron 
Rideout  of  St.  Catherine’s  counted.  14  Franklin's  Gulls  and  29  Little  Gulls  on  the 
Niagara  River  from  Chippewa  to  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  on  October  29th.  On  October 
28th,  a  late  Osprey  was  seen  by  Doris  and  Lou  Burton  near  the  dam  at  the  Genesee 
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River  at  Belmont  in  Allegany  County.  It  was  subsequently  seen  by  several  observers, 
both  above  and  below  the  dam  until  November  13th  when  it  was  wantonly  shot  by  a 
person  or  persons  unknown  near  a  conservation  club  at  that  location.  On  October 
28th,  Clarence  Klingensmith  of  Allegany  County  saw  a  large  corvid  with  a  wedge  shap¬ 
ed  tail,  which  undoubtedlv  was  a  Common  Raven,  flying  over  a  woodlot  near  Alfred. 
Finally,  Mike  Zebehazy  found  a  very  early  all  white  male  Snowy  Owl  sitting  on  the 
breakwall  at  Times  Beach  in  Buffalo  harbor  on  October  30th. 

Joseph  F,  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore ,  New  York  14217 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario1  (B.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files 
of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 


F  -  Indicates 

first  record 

for  the 

migration 

L  -  Indicates 

last  record 

for  the 

migration 

(f)  -  Indicates 

record  from 

feeding 

station 

Common  Loon 

October 

15 

1  Ft.  Colborne ,0nt . 

Schaffner,A .Clark 

It 

15 

5  Olcott 

Freeland 

ft 

21 

1  Chippawa,  Ont. 

Freeland , Daniels 

Horned  Grebe 

II 

24 

3  Niagara-on-the-Lake 

, Ont •  Axtell 

ft 

1 

3  off  St .Catherine *s , 

Ont.  Freeland , A ndrle , 
et  al.(BOS) 

If 

15 

20  Olcott 

Freeland 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

9 

6  Dunkirk 

Andrles 

Whistling  Swan 

ft 

24 

12  Niagara-on- Lake , Ont 

.  Axtell 

Canada  Goose 

tl 

21 

250  North  Collins 

G.D.  Smith 

Brant 

ft 

24F 

14  Nia  g  a  r  a  -  0  n-  La  ke  ,  Ont 

.  Axtell 

Snow  Goose 

If 

15 

4  Somerset 

Freeland 

American  Wigeon 

If 

15 

50  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Schaffner,A .Clark 

Northern  Shove ler 

ft 

24,27 

1  Tifft  Farm 

O’Dell 

Wood  Duck 

If 

20 

2  Forest  Lawn 

G.D.  Smith 

Redhead 

ff 

27 

2  Forest  Lawn 

Mitchell 

II 

15 

50  Niagara  River 

Foster 

Ring-necked  Duck 

tl 

9 

8  Langford  Pond 

Andrles 

Canvasback 

ff 

28 

19  Iroquois  NWR 

Daniels 

ft 

21 

200  Niagara  Falls 

F  reeland , Daniels 

Greater  Scaup 

ff 

14 

156  Point  Gratiot 

Rew 

Common  Goldeneye 

If 

21 

750  Niagara  Falls 

Freeland , Daniels 

If 

24F 

8  Niagara-on- Lake, Ont 

.  Axtell 
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Bufflehead  October 

14F 

It 

14F 

t» 

21 

Old squaw 

If 

21F 

ft 

29 

Hhite-i-jinged  Scoter  . 

n 

15 

Surf  Scoter 

»i 

9 

Black  Scoter 

it 

14 

Ruddy  Buck 

it 

14 

* 

Hooded  Merganser 

H 

15 

Turkey  Vulture 

t« 

31L 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

»i 

2 

Cooper *s  Hawk 

it 

2  , 

f» 

4,21 

ti 

15 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

ti 

21L 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

it 

15 

ii 

21 

it 

21  ' 

it 

22 

ti 

28 

Marsh  Hawk 

ii 

21 

Osprey 

ti 

1,11 

"  .  if-  1 
?  " 

it 

* 

1  • 

/. " 

VI 

4,12 

tv , 

5,20,28 

'•  1  - 

ti 

9,19 

n 

12 

it 

15 

it 

17-30 

it 

21 

American  Kestrel 

ti 

15 

Turkey 

ii 

15 

Common  Gallinule 

ii 

22L 

Semipalmated  Plover 

it 

9L 

Killdeer 

it 

20 

American  Golden  Plover 

ii 

1 

ti 

21 

ii 

29 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

it 

1  •  9L 

American  Woodcock 

ii 

17L 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

ii 

14 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

ti 

22L 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

ii 

•  1 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

ii 

15L 

Dunlin 

n 

15 

Point  Gratiot 

Rew 

Ft.  Erie,0nt. 

Andrles 

Ft.  Erie,0nt. 

Fr e  e la  nd , fani e 1 s 

Ft.  Erie,0nt. 

Freeland , Daniels 

Ft .  Erie ,  Ont  • 

Fessler 

01c ott 

Freeland 

Buffalo  (Porter  Ave . ) 

Schaffner, A.  Clark 

Point  Gratiot 

Rew 

Iroquois  NWR 

Daniels , Vaughan , 

l 

e t  al . 

Iroquois  NWR 

Andrle,  et  al. 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

nr.Allenberg  Bog 

J • Chappie 

Shelby 

Brooks , Foster 

Franklinville 

Beckers 

Charlotte 

Rew 

Oak  Orchard  area 

Foster,  et  al. 

Langford 

Me Kales 

nr.Allenberg  Bog 

J.  Chappie 

Oak  Orchard  area 

Foster,  et  al. 

Amity  Lake 

V,  Pitzrick 

off  St. Catherine ' s,0nt 

.Freeland,  Andrle, 
et  al.  (BOS) 

Wellsville 

Burtons 

Amity 

Burtons 

Belmont 

Hotchkiss 

Amity 

Burtons,  M. Jordan 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Me Kales 

Tonawanda 

Hulls 

Amity 

Burton 

Somerset 

Freeland 

Franklinville 

Beckers 

Tifft  Farm 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Buffalo  (Porter  Ave.) 

Schaffner ,A.  Clark 

Java 

Becker,  Bee 

Clarence 

Me  Kales 

Shelby 

Foster,  et  al. 

Clarence 

Freeland 

Buffalo  (Bird  Island) 

Schaffner,  A, Clark 

Times  Beach 

O'Dell 

Iroquois  NWR 

Daniels , Vaughan , 
et  al. 

Tifft  Farm 

Freeland,  et  al. 

Clarence 

Me  Kales 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Schaffner, A.  Clark 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt, 

Schaffner, A.  Clark 

3 

9 

20 

15 

250 

285 

22 

62 

10 

25 

1 

1 

1 

1,1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

7 

1,1 

1 

1 

1 

1,1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

29 

12 

1 

2 

80 

14 

70 

2 

2 

1 

12 

1 

1 

2 

30 


I 
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Sander ling 

October 

15 

27  Rockhouse  Pt.,Cnt. 

Schaff ner,-A  •  Clark 

^Red  Phalarope 

II 

<n 

9 

1  Point  Gratiot 

.A  ndrle  s 

Farasitic  Jaeger 

It 

1 

2  off  St, Catharine 's,0nt 

.  Freeland, Andrle, 
et  al  (BOS) 

Great  Black-backed 

Gull" 

15 

19  Port  Maitland, Ont, 

Schaf f ner , A • Clark 

Lesser  Black-backed 

Gull 

22F 

1  (ad.) Niagara  Falls, Ont 

• A ndrle s 

'Franklin's  Gull 

M 

21 

2  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Fr  e  e  la  nd ,  Da  ni  e  1  s 

II 

22 

3  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Andrle s 

Bonaparte ' s  Gull 

II 

21 

8000  Niagara  River 

Freeland, Daniels 

Little  Gull 

II 

9 

1  Buffalo  (Porter  Ave,)' 

Schaffner,  A, Clark 

11 

15 

2  Lewiston 

Me  Kales 

•  1 

21 

3  Queenston,0nt, 

Freeland, Daniels 

II 

21 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Freeland , Daniels 

Forster's  Tern 

II 

14L 

,  1 ' Ft •  Erie , Ont • 

Andrles 

Common  Tern 

II 

21 

1700  Niagara  River 

Freeland , Daniels 

Snowy  Owl 

II 

31F 

1  Times  Beach 

Zebehazy 

Chimney  Swift 

II 

3 

1  Buffalo 

Schaffner 

Red-headed  Woodpecker  '  " 

9 

1  Amity  Lake 

V.Pitzrick 

II 

15 

1  Newfane 

Freeland 

ft 

29 

1  .Amity 

Hotchkiss 

Eastern  Phoebe 

M 

1-14 

1-2  -Amity  Lake 

V,  Pitzrick 

II 

.15L 

1  Porter  Twp. 

Me  Kales 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

II 

7 

1  East  Amherst 

Freelands 

.  H 

14L 

1  Times  Beach 

A  ndrle  s 

.Purple  Martin 

•  1 

21L 

1  Ft •  Erie , Ont • 

Freeland , Daniels 

Tufted  Titmouse 

II 

15 

1  Grand  Island 

Klabundes 

House  Wren 

ft 

14L 

1  Times  Beach 

Andrles 

Mockingbird 

II 

•  -15 

1  Grantham  Twp , , Ont • 

Schaff ner, A,  Clark 

•  1 

21 

1  Queenston,  Ont, 

Freeland, Daniels 

Gray  Catbird 

ii 

22 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Freeland,  et  al. 

II 

26 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd,,0nt. 

Axtell 

Swainson's  Thrush 

II 

17 

1  Times  Beach 

O'Dell 

•  I 

22L 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Freeland ,et  al. 

Eastern  Bluebird 

ii 

1-31 

1-24  Amity  Lake 

V,  Pitzrick 

II 

6 

6  Scio 

Macauleys 

11 

15 

4  Iroquois  NWR 

Me  Kales 

II 

20 

4  Iroquois  NWR 

Christensens 

11 

21 

2  Iroquois  NWR 

Foster,  et  al. 

•  1 

22 

5  Forestville 

Rew 

Water  Pipit 

II 

1,29 

10,75  Clarence 

Me  Kales 

•  1 

7,29 

5,2  Clarence 

Freeland 

II 

29 

60  Newstead 

Me Kales 

Cedar  Waxwing 

11 

24 

100  Belmont 

Burtons 

Northern  Shrike 

II 

2  IF 

2  Newstead  Twp, 

Foster,  et  al. 

II 

30 

1  Clarence 

Wagner 

II 

31 

1  Amity  Lake 

V  fr  C,  Pitzrick 

II 

31 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd,,0nt, 

Axtell 

Black-F- white  Warbler  " 

22L 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Freeland,  et  al. 
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Tennessee  Warbler  October 
Orange -crowned  Warbler  " 
Nashville  Warbler  " 

Magnolia  Warbler  " 

Cape  May  Warbler  " 

Black- throated  Blue  Warbler 
Yellow-rumped.  Warbler  " 
Black-throated  Green  Warbler 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler  " 

Bay-breasted  Warbler  " 

Palm  Warbler  " 

If 

Common  Yellowthroat  " 

Wilson's  Warbler  " 

American  Redstart  " 

Evening  Grosbeak  " 

II 

House  Finch  " 

II 
ft 
If 

Pine  Grosbeak  " 

Common  Redpoll  " 

American  Goldfinch  " 

White-winged  Crossbill  " 

M 

Savannah  Sparrow  " 

Vesper  Sparrow  " 

*Dark-eyed  (Oregon) Junco  " 

Tree  Sparrow  " 

If 

Chipping  Sparrow  " 

II 

Fox  Sparrow  " 

.  »• 

Lincoln's  Sparrow  " 

Snow  Bunting  " 

II 


11L 

1  Orchard  Park 

4 

1  Alfred  area 

11L 

1  Canadaway  Creek 

.  7 

2  East  Amherst 

9L 

1  Alfred  area 

7 

3  East  Amherst 

11 

28  Amity 

3 

20  West  Seneca 

11L 

1  Forestville 

22L 

1  Tifft  Farm 

lS 

1  Amity  Lake 

29L 

1  Clarence 

15 

1  South  Wales 

1L 

1  Amity  Lake 

7 

1  East  Amherst 

29,31 

5,5,2  Amity  Lake 

29-31 

3-4  Alfred  area 

1-31 

2-7  Eggertsville 

1-31 

2-7  Belmont 

1-31 

4-16  Eggertsville 

1-31 

3  Snyder 

29F 

2  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

29F 

1  Clarence 

19 

200  Holland 

15F 

2  Queenston,0nt, 

28 

2  East  Amherst 

21L 

1  Java 

20 

1  Java 

17-27 

1  East  Amherst 

24F 

2  Amity  Lake 

26 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd 

24 

4  Amity  Lake 

28 

3  North  Boston 

21 

5  Amity 

30 

1  Clarence 

10L 

1  Alfred  area 

24F 

80  Niagara-on-Lake 

29 

25,  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

O'Dell 

Brooks 

M.S.  Klabundes 
Pree lands 
Brooks 
Freelands 
V,  Pitzrick 
O'Dell 
Klabundes 
Freeland,  et  al. 
V.  Pitzrick 
Freeland 

Schaffner,A .Clark 
V.  Pitzrick 
Freelands 
Ve  Pitzrick 
Brooks 
Hulls 
Burtons 
Me Kales 
DeKleine 
Fessler 
Freeland 
Becker 
Klabundes 
Freeland 
Becker 
Becker,  Bee 
Freeland 
V,  Pitzrick 
Axtell 
V.  Pitzrick 
O'Dell 
V,  Pitzrick 
Wagner 
i,  Brooks 

Ont,  Axtell 
Fessler 


Species, subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year  .  , 

Species, subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue 

Total  for  year  •  •••••• . . . . 

1978  NESTING  RECORDS  -  VI 
Mallard  October  20  4  ad., 15  y-grown  yg.  East  Amherst  Preelands 


.  264 

4 

268 
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ORGA  NIZA  TION  A  CTIVITIES 
Report  of  Fall  Bird  Count 

Date:  October  8,  1978  compiled  by  Harriette  and  Walter  Klabunde 

Weather :  Mostly  cloudy  with  rain,  hail  and  snow  flurries  reported  in  Southern 

Tier  sections,  occasional  sprinkles  elsewhere  to  a  few  periods  of 
scattered  sunshine.  Temperatures  ranged  from  lew- 30' s  to  mid-40's 
with  one  high  of  50  in  the  Buffalo  area.  The  winds  were  mostly 
N-NW-WNW  from  10  to  25  mph,  moderating  in  late  afternoon. 

Compilation:  Following  is  a  list  of  species  recorded  on  the  count  and  total 

numbers  of  each.  Figures  in  parentheses  indicate  section  numbers 
where  species  were  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections.  Underlined 
common  names  indicate  that  acceptable  written  verifications  were 
required  and  submitted,  "F"  or  "L"  after  a  species  name  indicates 
arrival  or  departure  date  for  that  species  this  season. 


Loons  -  Mergansers 


Common  Loon 

10 

American  Wigeon 

383 

Horned  Grebe 

33 

Northern  Shove ler 

2 

(23) 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

96 

Wood  Duck 

289 

Double-cr.  Cormorant 

3  (7,11,20) 

Rung-necked  Duck 

15 

Great  Blue  Heron 

129 

Greater  Scaup 

1265 

Green  Heron  L 

4  (12,14) 

Lesser  Scaup 

426 

Canada  Goose 

7176 

White-winged  Scoter 

9 

(5,8) 

Mallard 

2231 

Surf  Scoter  F 

9 

(id 

Black  Duck 

2?8 

Black  Scoter  F 

12 

(8,20) 

Gadwall 

23 

Ruddv  Duck  F 

23 

(3) 

Pintail 

26 

Hooded  1  erganser 

2 

(10,11) 

Mallard-Pintail  Hybrid 

1  (2) 

Common  Merganser 

63 

Green-winged  Teal 

92 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

90 

Blue-Twinged  Teal 

294 

Vultures 

:  -  Rails 

Turkey  Vulture 

4  5 

Marsh  Hawk 

48 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

9 

Osprey 

3 

(17,28) 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

14 

American  Kestrel 

118 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

166  .  ..  . 

Ruffed  Grouse 

37 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

8 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

31 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

1  09) 

Turkey 

49 

Rough-legged  Hawk  F 

1  (25) 

Common  Gallinule 

3 

(11,20) 

American  Coot 

159 

-  180  - 


Volume  44,  Number  11  "Organization  Activities"  cont. 
Report  of  Nall  Bird  Count,  cont. 

Shorebirds 


Semipalmated  Plover 

i  (id 

Spotted  Sandpiper  L 

2 

Killdeer 

572 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

25 

Airier.  Gold'en  Plover 

89 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

4 

Black-bellied  Plover 

L  6  (5,6,13) 

Pectoral  Sandpiper  L 

1 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

2  (5) 

Dunlin 

13 

American  Woodcock 

13 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

L  2 

Common  Snipe 

3  (23,25) 

Sander ling 

25 

Gulls 

-  Flycatchers 

Gr. Black-backed  Gull 

204 

Common  Nighthawk  L 

20 

Herring  Gull 

1896 

Chimney  Swift  L 

15 

Ring-billed  Gull 

870? 

Ruby-thr.  Hummingbird  ' 

L  2 

Bonaparte * s  Gull 

1785 

Belted  Kingfisher 

77 

Little  Gull 

3  (3,8,11) 

Common  Flicker 

19b 

Forster's  Tern 

1  (8) 

Fileated  Woodpecker 

5 

Common  Tern 

2692 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

9 

Rock  Dove. 

2492 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

7 

I  burning  N0ve 

694 

Yellow-b .  .Sapsuc ker 

8 

Screech  Cwl 

18 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

56 

Great  Horned  Cwl 

18 

D  owny  Wo  od  pe  c  ke  r 

161 

Barred  Cwl 

5 

Eastern  Phoebe 

62 

Long-eared  Owl 

1  (7) 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

1 

Short-eared  Cwl 

2  (25) 

\  «  1 

Larks  -  Thrushes 

H.  Lark  (praticola) 

86 

Winter  Wren  F . - 

12 

Tree  Swalloitf 

111 

Carolina  Wren 

1 

Rough-winged  Swallow 

L  80  (9) 

Long-b. Marsh  Wren  L 

1 

Barn  Swallow  L 

1  (8) 

Mockingbird 

2 

Purple  Partin 

2  (26) 

Gray  Catbird 

61 

Blue  Jay 

1935 

Brown  Thrasher 

14 

Common  Crow 

3141 

American  Robin 

3657 

Black-c.  Chickadee 

1011 

Wood  Thrush  L 

10 

Tufted  Titmouse  N 

6 

Hermit  Thrush 

29 

White -breasted  Nuthatch  143 

Swainson's  Thrush 

15 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

46 

Gray- cheeked  Thrush  L 

1 

Brown  Creeper 

40 

Eastern  Bluebird 

112 

House  Wren 

9 

l 


(19) 

(5.11) 
(10) 

(6.7.11) 

(10.11) 


(26) 

(26) 


(5  ,13,19) 


03) 


(26) 

(11) 

(1) 


(15) 
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Report  of  Fall  Bird  Count,  cont. 

Kinglets  -  Weaver  Finches 


Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

114 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

1445 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

198 

Bl.-thr .Green  Warbler  L 

29 

Water  Fipit 

275 

Blackburnian  Warbler  L 

2  (11,13) 

Cedar  Waxwing 

1415 

Che  stnut-s ,  Wa rble r 

4  (13,21,24) 

Otar ling 

31,428 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

10 

Solitary  Vireo  L 

4 

Blackpoll  Warbler  L 

2  (7,25) 

Red-eyed  Vireo  L 

5 

Pine  Warbler 

2  (13,14) 

B1 , -a  nd -wh .  Wa  rble  r 

5  (6,15,16) 

Palm  Warbler 

13 

Tennessee  Warbler 

17 

Ovenbird.  L 

3  (13,26) 

Nashville  Warbler 

22 

Northern  Waterthrush  L 

1  (6) 

Northern  Parula  L 

i  (id 

Common  Yellowthroat 

18 

Magnolia  Warbler  L 

15 

American  Redstart  L 

i  (id 

Cape  May  Warbler 

8  , 

House  Sparrow 

4920 

Bl.-thr.  Blue  Warbler  L  4 

Blackbirds  - 

-  Finches 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

394 

American  Goldfinch 

1733 

Red-w,  Blackbird 

13,615 

Rufous- sided  Towhee 

56 

Rusty  Blackbird 

763 

Savannah  Sparrow 

85 

Common  Grackle 

2731 

Vesper  Sparrow 

36 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

2593 

Chipping  Sparrow 

537 

Scarlet  Tanager  L 

i  on 

Field  Sparrow 

168 

Cardinal 

199 

White-crowned.  Sparrow 

426  . 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  6  (9,11,25) 

White-throated  Sparrow 

2058 

Indigo  Bunting  L 

1  (28) 

Fox  Sparrow  F 

3  (5,25) 

Purple  Finch 

8 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

4  (11,15,23: 

House  ^inch 

24  (11,28) 

Swamp  Sparrow 

41 

Fine  Siskin 

35  (25,28) 

Song  Sparrow 

1570 

Total  Species : 

16  0 

Total  Individuals ; 

111,997 

Comments:  The  160 

species  and  subspecies 

recorded  is  about  the  median  for  the 

past  10  years,  and  the  111,997  individuals  are  the  third  lowest  in 
that  period.  About  as  many  species  beloitf  median  as  above  median 
were  tallied. 


The  129  Great  Blue  Herons  reported  is  the  second  highest  and  continues 
the  trend  which  has  been  developing  since  1969# 
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Report  of  Fall  Bird  Count,  cont. 

All-time  October  Count  highs  were  established  for  Copper's  Hawk  (14), 
Marsh  'Hawk  (48),  Great  Black-backed  Gull  (204),  Rock  Dove  (2492), 
Mourning  Dove  (694),  Screech.  Owl  (18),  Great  H0rned  Owl  (18,  tie), 
Short-eared  Cwl  (2,  tie),  Common  Nighthawk  (20),  Rough-winged  Swal¬ 
low  (80),  and  Blue  Jay  (1935)* 

4. 

Second-highest-ever  totals  were  recorded  for  Common  Crow  (3141), 

Cedar  Waxwing  (1415),  Tennessee  Warbler  (17)  and  House  Finch  (24). 

The  31  Ring-necked  Pheasants  reported  is  an  all-time  October  Count 
low.  The  3  Common  Snipes  is  lowest  since  1941,  and  the  3  Fox  Spar¬ 
rows  lowest  since  1956* 


Section  11  reported  the  most  species  (92)  followed  by  13  and  14  ' 
(75  apiece).  Section  3  had  the  most  individuals  (13»373)  followed 
by  10  (11,965).  Section  28  turned  out  69  observers,  and  14  follow¬ 
ed  with  19. 

The  prompt  return  of  count  reports  is  greatly  appreciated  by  the 
compilers.  That  has  made  it  possible  to  give  a  complete  report  on 
the  stated  date.  The  233  observers  is  second  highest  ever.  Thank 
1  you  for  that,  too?  it  paid  off  in  a  fine  count  effort. 


Sections  and  Observers;  Many  thanks  are  given  to  the  section  compilers  and 

observers  who  combined  to  make  this  October  Count  a  success.  In 
•  ’  ’  the  listing  that  follows,  compilers'  names  are  underlined. 


1.  Fonthill,  Ont. 


Arthur  Schaffner. 


2.  Thorold,  Ont. 


Ronald  Gardiner.,  Ralph  Gardiner. 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 


Wilson,  N.Y. 

Middleport,  N.Y. 

Oak  Orchard,  N.Y. 

Port  Maitland,  Ont, 

Lowbanks ,  Ont . 

Fort  Erie ,  Ont • 


Harriette  Klabunde,  Walter  ICLabunde,  Jerry  Farrell, 

Nancy  Gray, 

Linda  Grimble,  Paul  Gri'mble . 

Harold  Mitchell,  Richard  Kajtoch,  Stanley  King, 

Brian  Lewandowski  •  ■ 

Edward  Williams,  Patricia  Andrle,  Robert  Andrle, 

Wes  Seigner,  Rick  Stockton. 

Robert  Andrle,  Patricia  Andrle,  John  Thill,  Joseph  Thill, 

Marcya  Foster,  Kyle  Brock,  Robert  Brock,  Ken  Cohen, , 

Rene  Ferber,  Diane  Herrmann. 
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Fall  Bird  Count  -Sections  &  Observer s,cont. 


9.  Grand  Island,  NY 

10.  Akron,  NY 

11.  Buffalo,  NY 


12.  Lancaster,  NY 


13 .  Batavia ,  MY 


14 •  Hamburg ,  NY 


15  •  Java ,  NY 


16,  Angola,  NY 

17.  Cattaraugus,  NY 


Doug  -  Happ ,  Joe  Ghosen,  Alice  Me Kale,  T'Jillard  Me  Kale  • 

Edward  Dessler,  Robert  Schrader. 

'  David  Freeland ,  Peggy  Daniels,-  Connie  Hendershot, 
Harry  Newman,  Arthur  Partridge,'  Pauline  Schwartz, 
Robert  Schwartz,  Michael  Zebehaay. 

Marie  Wendling,  Anna  Bauer,  Ima  Bill,  Ray  Franz-,, 
Wanda  Sweet,  Gertrude  Webster,  Cy  Wo  If ling,  Mark 
Wolf ling . 

Jane  Mason,  Max  Mason,  Eileen  Hull,  Robert  Hull, 

Dave  Keller,  George  Mahaney,  Gen  Salway,  Gordon 
Salway,  Don  Thurau,  Dave  Whitcomb, 

Barbara  Walker,  Lois  Abbott,  Dave  Bigelow,  Fred 
Harrington,  Barbara  Howard,  Mrs •  John  Hunley, 

Erma  Kern,  Louise  Leonard,  Robert  Leonard,  Ev 
Mauser,  Robert  Mauser,  Thelma  Ficket,  Berniece 
Rinehard,  May  Ruhl,  Stirling  Ruhl,  Mary  Saville, 

Grice  Sisler,  Sue  Smith,  Elsie  Webb,  (East 
Aurora  Bird  Club ) , 

Marion  Bee,  Pamela  Amey,  Elmer  Becker,  Esther  Becker, 
Eleanor  Blackmap,  William  Bogacki,  Arthur  Clark, 
(tower  kill),  Edith  Clark,  Norma  Fisher,  David 
Junkin,  Erwin  Konrad,  Olga  Rosche ,  Carl  Trichka, 
Buffalo  Audubon  Society,  Beaver  Meadow  Environ¬ 
mental  Education  Center). 

Dave  Bigelow,  Dee  Bigelow,  Ken  Taylor  and  son. 

Carolyn  Frank,  Audrey  Horbett, 


18,  Dele van,  NY 

19 •  Fillmore,  NY 


20.  Dunkirk,  NY 


Don  Clark,  Jane  Clark. 

Katherine  Palmer,  Faye  Clancy,  Gen  Fis  h,  Les  Fish, 
Ruth  Gilman,  Harland  Hale,  Bette  Hill,  Betty  Howden, 
Josephine  Main,  Marjorie  Main,  Lintner  Maxon,  Helen 
Morse,  James  Mullen,  John  Nelson,  Jean  Perry,  Ruth 
Richardson,  Gladys  Smith, , Larry  Wilson,  (Allegany 
County  Bird  Club). 

Frances  Rew,  Lois  Buck. 
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Report  of  Fall  Bird  Count 

-Sections  A  Observers,  cont. 

21,  Cherry  Creek,  NY 

Robert  Sundell,  Clarence  Beal,  Calla  Freeman, 

Jennie  Freeman,  Dorothy  Pihlblad,  Carol  Roby, 

i 

(Jamestown  Audubon  Society), 

22,  Sherman,  NY  _>• 

Not  covered. 

23*  Frewsburg,  FZ 

Robert  Sundell,  David  Bohall,  Jovce  Doha 11,  Violet 

ni"  .' 

v  Brown,  Geraldine  Casitfell,  David.  Cooney  Jr,,  David 

Gagne,  Stephen  ijaggio,  Todd  Park,  Katherine  Ponton, 
Thomas  Simmons,  (Jamestown  udubon  Society), 

24 ,  r  Z  lie  gany , S , P , ,  Fr 

John  "orness,  harv  Forness, 

25.  -  Allegany,  FY. 

1  ’  •  I  r  ’  1  •  ■  N. 

John  Forness,  K'ary' .Forness,  David  Aceti,  Dorothv  Baker, 

L  ' 

T Tild red  Ford onara,  Gloria  D* A gostino,  Ellen  Eaton, 
Stephen  Eaton,  Lorraine  Giovinazzo ,  Alene  Johnso  n, 

Fred  Beyer,  Regina  VanScoy,  (Cattaraugus  County  Bird 
Club), 

■■  ■■  • 

26,  i  Cuba,  Fr 

Doris  Burton,  Brs,  Edward  Paumgardener,  Lou  Burton, 

Hr.  c  Brs.  James  Compton,  Alice  Driscoll,  It,  A-  Krs , 
Lilford  Foster,  Lina  Guilford,  Uary  Jordan,  Robert 
People,  Uildred  1  jar  shall ,  Alfred  Voorhies,  (Allegany 
County  Bird  Club ) • 

27,  .  Bolivar,  NY • 

Doris  Burton,  Celestia  Abbott,  Helen  Apsev,  Ur,  A  brs, 
Clifford  Carrier,  Frances  DeGroff,  Carol  Larch,  Lr. 

A  Brs,  Robert  Richmond,  (Allegany  County  Bird  Club), 

28,  .  .Alfred,  FZ 

Dorothy  Bayless,  Lorry : Chapman ,  Erma  Larson,  Vivian 
Pitzrick,  Fred  Bayless,  Don  Brink,  Lorna  i3rink,  Son.ja 
Brink,  Tara  Brink,  Elizabeth  Brooks,  Vera  Brown, 

Hr,  A  jlrs.  Carl  Burdick,  Doris  Burton,  Lou  Burton, 

Vivien  Carr,  Louis  Chapman,  Rebecca  Chapman,  Ann  Catlin, 
Dale  Coats,  Evelyn  Coats,  Carla  Coch,  Lartha  DeLaVergne, 
Harriet  Deverell,  Larrv  Deverell,  Ann  Eisenhardt, 

Jamie  Eisenhardt,  'Christine  Demand,  Peter  Finlav, 

Terry  Dinlav,  Lary  biller,  Paul  Fuller,  Shirley  Galle, 
Ellen  .Hardy,  Nathan  Hardy,  Hr,  "  Lrs.  George  Hawkins, 

Ben  Heller,  Fa^  Heller,  Lather  Hotchkiss,  Doris  Dulburt, 
Viola  Tde,  VJarv  Jordan,  Clarence  Vlingensmith,  Carol 
Lewis,  Dave  Lewis,  Cathy  LacDonald ,  Robert  Hacaulev, 
Virginia  Hacaulev,  Ur.  Lrs.  Ted  Dcciure ,  - Uartin 

He  Queen,  'ary  Ormsbv,  Beverly  Perry,  Linn  Phelan, 

1  y*  ‘ 

'  185  - 


Volume  44,  Humber  11  -"Organization  Activities"  cont. 
Report  of  nall  pird  Count-Sections  1  Observers , cont . 


28.  A  lpred ,  IRA  -cont.  Raymond  Pitzrick,  Agnes  Rhodes,  Everett  Rhodes,  Pauline 

,  Sam  orb,  Rita  Sick,  Lillian  Simons,  Lrs.  George  Smith, 

Burnadean  Stein,  Helen  Thomas,  A r nolb  Datkins ,  Aubrey 
Destley ,  George  Destley,  Leah  Destley,  Timothy  'Jest ley , 
( A  He gany  County r  Birb  Club )  • 


Total  Observers:  233 


4923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  N.Y.  14092 
8  •  C  *  S ,  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 


OCTOBER  28  —  Genera},  weather  and  wind  conditions  were  particularly  favorable 
for  raptor  migration  as  15  birders  gathered  at  Hawk  Cliff  near  Port  Stanley,  Ontario, 
for  an  exciting  day  totaling  38  species,  A  Sharp-shinned  Hawk  flashed  by  at  8:03 
a.m.  to  initiate  a  flight  which  by  5:00  totaled  at  least  1193  hawks  ®f  nine  species, 
an  exceptional  number  for  one  day  at  this  season,  be  tallied  6  Turkey  Vultures,  one 
Goshawk  (trapped,  banded  and  released  by  local  birders),  97  Sharp-shins,  7  Cooper* s, 
974  Redtails  (many  in  "kettles"  of  30  or  more  spiraling  upwards  on  the  rising  air 
of  thermals),  47  Red-shoulders,  13  Rough-legs,  22  Harsh  Hawks  and  26  .American  Kes¬ 
trels.  Excellent  views  were  obtained,  and  it  was  especially  interesting  to  note  in 
th^  good  light  the  details  of  the  many  individuals  in  immature  plumage.  On  two 
occasions,  2  American  Golden  Plovers  flew  swiftly  by,  and  a  surprise  was  a  late  Chim¬ 
ney  Swift  moving  west.  Thousands  of .Herring  and  Ring-billed  Gulls  milled  about  over 
Lake  Erie,  and  we  counted  68  Common  Loons  flying  southward  overhead.  Passing  hawks 
startled  thousands  of  Da ter  Pipits  and  Horned  Larks  from  nearby  fields.  Vast  Phal¬ 
anxes  oE  blackbirds  —  mostly  Common  Grackles  —  passed  as  did  long  strings  of 
Common  Crows  with  scattered  'Blue  Jays,.  American  Robins,  Tree  Swallows,  small  flocks 
of  American  Goldfinches  and  a  few  Snow  Buntinp'S,  A  Northern  Shrike  perched  twice 
in  nearby  trees,  giving  all  good  views  of  it  through  telescopes.  It  was  a  very 
satisfying  field  trip  to  one  of  North  /America's  best  places  for  hawk  migrati  on. 

f  r  •  —  Bob  Andrle  and  Peter  &  Lois  ilatlock 

.b;'  f  ‘-ERIE  COUNTY  TELEVISION  TOPER  CASUALTIES:  1978 

,  by  /  Arthur  R.  Clark 

Bird  casualties  were  picked  up  throughout  the  fall  at  WGR-TV  (Darner  Hill 
Rd,,  Town  of  Dales),  JTKBD- TV  (Center  St.,  Town  of  Colden),  and  ; JIVE- TV  (Center  St.. 
Town  of  Colden).  This  fall  marked  the  twelfth  year  of  this  ongoing  study.  Is  in 
past  years,  visits  to  the  towers  were  made  on  mornings  following  nights  1  with  mostly 
o'vercast  skies,  northerly  winds,,  and/or  when  migrants  were  heard  calling  in  the  late 
evening.  A  total  of  359  birds  (including  parts  of  birds  judged  to  represent  a  casual¬ 
ty)  of  51  species  was  collected’ on  27  visits  between  August  25  and  November  12,  The 
results,  shown  on  the  following  table,  give  species  accounts  for  the  four  kill  dates 
i^ith  25  or  more  individuals.  Kill  dates  with  fewer  than  25  individuals,  and  find- 

t 

ings  of  older  remains  are  merged  into  the  'Other'  column  to  give  a  more  complete  pic¬ 
ture  of  the  numbers  of  birds  killed. 


Volume  44,  Number  11  -Tower  Casualties”  cont. 

This  fall's  tally  of  359  birds  brings  the  12  year  total  to  approximately 
10,400  birds  with  an  average  of  about  865  birds  per  year.  Fluctuations  in  the  num¬ 
bers  of  birds  killed  are  to  be  expected  and  reflect  the  variability  of  the  weather, 
especially  the  timing  of  the  passage  of  frontal  systems  and  their  associate  cloud 
cover.  Of ■ the  51  species  found,  one  (the  Olive-sided  Flycatcher  found  at  WGR-TV  on 
Sept.  12)  was  new  to  the  study,  bringing  the  total  number  of  species  known  killed  at 
the  three  towers  to  100,  The  Least  Bittern  is  only  the  second  specimen  ever  found 
at  local  kills  while  the  Pied-billed  Grebe  and  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo  represent ^  third 
records.  The  Three  Starlings  are  probably  some  of  the  birds  that  roost  on  the  tower 
structure.  Although  not  listed  on  the  table,  a  total  of  three  birds  of  three  species 
were  picked  up  on  two  dates  at  WUTV-TV  (Whitehaven  Rd.,  Town  of  Grand  Island)  in¬ 
cluding  one  Golden-winged  Warbler  on  Sept.  4.  Last  year's  local  tower  kill  summary 
included  a  listing  of  3*754  birds  killed  at  an  Elmira,  New  York  tower  for  comparative 
purposes.  This  past  fall  the  Elmira  tower  claimed  only  about  15  birds  (Wilifred 
Howard,  pers.  comme). 

Spring  kills  are  relatively,  uncommon  and  generally  involve  fewer  individuals 
compared  to  fall  kills,  especially  in  western  New  York.  This  is  mainly  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  bulk  of  nocturnal  migration  in  the  spring  occurs  with  the  southerly 
winds  and  clear  skies  which  usually  follow  warm  fronts.  Secondarily,  when  the  south¬ 
erly  winds  are  accompanied  by. the  lower  overcast  conditions  conducive  to  tower  kills, 
the  higher  elevations  to  the  south  of  .our  local  towers  possibly  obstruct  the  migrants. 
Over  the  past  seven  springs  the  author  has  picked  up  about  80  birds  (including  older 
remains)  of  32  species  representing  at  least  17  kill  nights.  Two  species,  Louisiana 
Waterthrush  and  Orchard  Oriole,  have  only  occurred  in  local  kills  in  spring.  On  Lay 
12,  1978  a  kill  wa s  found  at  WGR-TV  and  WKHJ-TV  consisting  of  one  House  Wren,  six 
Gray  Catbirds,  three  Wood  Thrushes,  one  Northern  Oriole,  one  Rufous-sided  Towhee , 
and  one  Field  Sparrow.  To  keep  the  year  to  year  data  comparable  spring  kills  are  not 
included  in  the  species  account  tables. 

For  those  interested,  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  of  the  TJ.S,  Fept,  of 
the  Interior  has  published  a  compilation  of  853  references  entitled  "Avian  Mortality 
at  Man-made  Structures:  An  Annotated  Bibliography”  by  Michael  L.  Avery,  Paul  F. 
Springer,  and  Nancy  S.  Dailey  (July  1978). 

The  assistance  of  Arthur  Schaffner  in  retrieving'  birds  on  September  22  is 
gratefully  acknowledged. 

s  AW.-  *.  3e:v.i*br ,  Wml,  W'.  *  Yfay 
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Tower  Kill  Species  Accounts  for  1978: 


SPECIES 

9/4 

r  t 

9/8  • 

'  DATES 

9/22 

10/14 

Other 

1. 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

— 

t. 

_ 

— 

1 

2. 

Least  Bittern 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3. 

Sora 

— 

- 

1 

— 

1 

4. 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5. 

Yellow-b,  Sapsucker 

— 

- 

1 

- 

- 

6. 

Yellow-b,  Flycatcher 

- 

1 

1 

— 

- 

7. 

Olive-s .  Flycatcher 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

8. 

Brown  Creeper 

- 

— 

- 

1 

- 

9. 

House  Wren 

- 

— 

1 

- 

1 

10. 

Gray  Catbird 

- 

— 

8 

- 

,1 

11. 

Wood  Thrush 

- 

1 

4 

- 

1 

12. 

Hermit  Thrush 

- 

'  — 

- 

1 

1 

13. 

Swains on 9 s  Thrush 

4 

6 

20 

2 

3 

14. 

Gray- c  h •  thru s h 

- 

— 

14 

- 

2 

15. 

Veer y 

8 

1 

4 

- 

2 

16 . 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

- 

— 

— 

1 

1 

17. 

Ruby- cr,  Kinglet 

- 

- 

— 

2 

,  6 

18. 

Starling 

— 

— 

— 

- 

,  3 

19. 

Solitary  Vireo 

- 

- 

1 

- 

— 

20. 

Red -eyed.  Vireo 

.5 

6 

10 

—  •’ ■* 

4 

21. 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

- 

- 

3 

- 

1 

22. 

B1.-&-W.-  Warbler 

2 

2 

2 

2 

23. 

Tennessee  Warbler 

- 

— 

1 

1 

1 

24. 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

25. 

Nashville  Warbler 

- 

- 

2 

3 

— 

26. 

Northern  Parula 

- 

- 

- 

1 

27. 

Magnolia  Warbler 

- 

- 

3 

- 

1 

28. 

Cape  May  Warbler  ' 

1 

1 

6 

- 

1 

29. 

Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler 

1 

— 

5 

2 

.  3 

30. 

Yellow-r .  Warbler 

— 

- 

1 

7 

8 

31. 

Bl.-thr.  Gr,  Warbler 

— 

-  ’ 

—  ■ 

2 

2 

32. 

Bla  c  kbur n •  Wa  rble  r 

— 

3 

- 

— 

— 

33. 

Chestnut-s,  Warbler 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

34. 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

1 

7- 

5 

— 

3 

35. 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

7 

1 

35 

— 

1 

36. 

Palm  Warbler 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

37. 

Ovenbird 

6 

16 

11 

2 

1 

38. 

Nor.  Waterthrush 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

39. 

Conn.  Warbler 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

40. 

Mourning  Warbler 

- 

— 

- 

1 

41. 

Common  Yellowthroat 

1 

1 

11 

4 

— 

42. 

Canada  Warbler 

1 

2 

— 

_ 

1 
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» 

SPECIES 

9/4 

DATES  * 

9/8  9/22 

10/14 

Other 

Total 

43. 

Amer.  Redstart 

4 

5 

4 

c 

1 

14 

44. 

Scarlet  Tanager 

— 

1 

.  < 

— 

1 

45. 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

1 

—  ■ 

1 

— 

•  — 

2 

46  • 

Savannah  Sparrow 

- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

47, 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

—  . 

- 

1 

— 

1 

48. 

Chipping  Sparrow 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

49. 

White-thr •  Sparrow 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

50. 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow  v 

- 

■  - 

1 

- 

2 

3 

51. 

Song  Sparrow 

0 

- 

— 

- 

-  > 

2 

2 

TOTAL  INDIVIDUALS 

40 

55 

168 

34 

62 

'359 

TOTAL  SPECIES 

12 

16 

35 

17 

31 

51 

* 

Notes  Birds  are  listed  for  the  day  that  they  were  picked  up  (if  fresh)  even 

though  they  may  have  been  killed  in  the  late  hours  of  the  previous  day, 

Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo,';  N.Y,  14211 

'  NOTES  '•  " ; 

Color-Marked  Double  Crested  Cormorants 


Information  is  requested  on  sightings  of  color-marked  Double-crested 
Cormorants,  Birds  are  marked  with  standard  U.S,  Fish  &  Wildlife  Service  aluminum 
leg  bands  plus  colored  vinyl  leg  streamers,  on  one  or  both  legs. 

Data  requested:  Color  and  location  of  streamer , " single  letter  code  if  possible,, 
date  and  exact  location  of  sighting.  Especially  interested  in  winter  sightings. 
Please  advise  Bird  Banding  Laboratory,  Laurel  IID  20811  and  Marcella  M,  Bishop, 
Shoreline  Route,  Pol sop, “Montana  59860, 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  noted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month  in  the  Society’s  clubroom  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science, 
September  through  June,  inclusive,  at  8:00  p.m, 

February  28th:  B.O.S.  50th  Anniversary  Workshop,  A  members  meeting 

chaired  by  William  Vaughan  to  exchange  ideas  concern¬ 
ing  the  plans  for  our  50th  anniversary  in  October  and 
also  to  discuss  the  future  direction  of  the  society. 
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March  14th: 


March  11th: 


March  25th: 


’Birds  of  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge*. 

" B.O.S.  member  Bob  Schrader  has  been  into  bird  photo¬ 
graphy  only  a  comparatively  short  time  but  has  amassed 
an  excellent  collection  of  slides  of  birds  and  bird 
nests  at  the  INWR . and  surrounding  area. 

PROGRAM.  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Field  trip  to  Niagara  Peninsula  of  Ontario. .. "Prowling 
for  Owls  &  Gray  Fartridges,"  Co-leaders,  Marcy  Foster- 
(tel,  648-5454)  and  Blayne  Farnan  (tel.  416-834-7541, 
Port  Colborne),  Me  will  meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the  Ver¬ 
mont  &  Busti  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge,  or  at  8:15 
at  the  first  parking  lot  south  of  the  Peace  Bridge  on 
the  Canadian  side  of  the  Niagara  River. 

Field  trip  to  Oak  Orchard  and  the  Sinks.,. "The  Geese 
Are  Back."  Co-leaders,  Marie  Mendling  (tel, 632-6625) 
and  Bill  Rebovich  (tel,  542-4301).  Me  will  meet  at 
8:00  a.m,  in  front  of  Citi-Bank,  Transittown  Mall, 

Main  Street  at  Transit  Road,  Clarence.  Late  arrivals 
can  meet  at  10:00  a.m.  or  shortly  thereafter  at  the 
Tonawanda  Overlook,  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management  Area, 
south  side  of  Route  77  west  of  the  Village  of  Alabama, 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler,  Mr.  David  Freeland,  60  Haymarket  Square,  East 
Amherst,  N.Y.  14051. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  treasurer,  Ms.  Peggy  Daniels  at 

18  Concord  Drive,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215 


BACK  ISSUES: 


Available  at  fifty  cents  per  copy  from  the  treasurer. 


SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  $5*00  per  year,  payable  to  the  treasurer. 


EDITOR: 


Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  14217 


This  issue  of  The  Prothonotary  was  printed  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Department 
of  Biology  of  the  State  University  College  at  Buffalo. 
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THE  MONTH 


Weather-wise,  November  was  a  mild  month"  with  no  major  meteorological 
disturbances.  The  period  began  with  a  continuation  of  the  warm  Indian  Summer 
days  of  late  October  and  the  high  temperature  of  the  month,  68° (F)  was  recorded 
on  November  5>th.  The  weather  turned  appreciably  colder  on  the  7th  but  remained 
seasonable  for  the  rest  of  the  month.  Only  three  inches  of  snow  fall  were 
recorded  in  the  Buffalo  area  during  November.  Frecipitation  for  the  month  totaled 
only  1.59  inches,  a  departure  of  -2.19  inches  from  the  norm.  The  average  temper¬ 
ature  was  l|0.l4°(F),  0.5°  above  normal. 

On  November  2nd,  Belle  Minsley  found  an  adult  male  Barrow's  Golden¬ 
eye  in  the  rapids  above  the  Canadian  Falls  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario.  For  the 
remainder  of  the  month,  many  local  bird-watchers  visited  the  locale  hoping  for 
a  glimpse  of  this  attractive  duck  which  proved  a  most  elusive  visitor  in  a  flock 
of  Common  Goldeneyes,  Black  'Ducks,  Mallards  and  a  few  wigeons  wintering  there. 
Catching  a  glimpse  of  'the  Barrow' s '  was  largely  a  matter  of  being  at  the  right 
spot  at  the  right  time  and  an  observer  arriving  on  the  scene  only  a  few  minutes 
after  it  had  been  seen  was  invariably  disappointed.  Fortunately,  Niagara  Falls 
had  other  interesting  rarities  to  divert  the  visitor  during  November.  The  adult 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  first  seen  in  October,  remained  at  the  Falls,  for  the 
most  part  in  the  gorge,  all  month.  On  the  12th,  in  the  course  of  almost  pro¬ 
ductive  field  trip,  Bob  Curry  and  a  group  from  Hamilton,  Ontario  saw  an  adult 
Black-headed  Gull  in  the  Whirlpool  area  of  the  lower  river  with  an  unverified 
report  of  a  second  bird  of  this  species  at  Queenston  on  that  date.  Also  unver¬ 
ified  was  the  sighting  of  an  adult  male  Harlequin  Duck  in  the  upper  rapids  at 
the  Falls  by  a  group  of  Canadian  bird-watchers  on  that  same  weekend.  Bill  Burch 


-  191  - 


Volume  hh,  Number  12  -  "The  Month"  cont. 

saw  two  Black-legged  Kittiwakes  and  a  Glaucous  Gull,  the  first  ’white-winged’  gull 
of  the  season,  at  Niagara  Falls  on  November  11th  while  Paul  Sieracki  recorded  the 
first  Iceland  Gull  there  on  the  following  day. 

On  November  8th,  the  editor  accompanied  Bob  Andrle  to  the  intersection 
of  Walker  and  Sumner  roads  in  the  Town  of  Darien  in  Genesee  County,,  where  an 
immature  Golden  Eagle  had  paused  in  its  southward  wandering  since  the  6th  when  it 

was  discovered  by  Tom  Beachey  of  Corfu.  The  eagle  was  seen  by  Gail  Seamans  in  a 

field  adjacent  to  that  intersection  as  recently  as  8:00  a.m.  on  the  8th,  three 
hours  before  our  arrival.  Unfortunately,  during  the  brief  time  lapse  between 
Seamans  report  of  its  presence  and  our  arrival,  the  bird  apparently  left  the  area. 
Another  of  those  tantalizing  'near  misses’  that  add  interest  to  our  field  trips] 

On  November  5th,  Dave  Bigelow  received  an  injured  Saw-whet  Owl  that 
apparently  had  been  recovered  in  a  dazed  condition  on  a  street  in  Buffalo  and 

brought  to  the  Museum  of  Science  on  that  date.  Dr.  Robert  Leonard  of  Hamburg  who 

was  at  the  museum  at  the  time,  offered  to  bring  the  bird  to  Dave  at  4 his  home  in 
Eden  where  it  was  successfully  nursed  back  to  health.  A  few  days  later,  the  owl 
was  banded  by  Don  Clark  at  Franklinville  and  returned  to  the  wild. 

Other  interesting  records  for  the  month  include  l6l  Ruddy  Ducks  in  the 
reservoir  behind  the  power  intake  at  Lewiston,  seen  during  the  B.O.S.  trip  on 
November  5th.  Frances  Rew  reported  a  flock  of  3U0  Whistling  Swans  on  Chautauqua 
Lake  at  Mayville  on  November  25th.  The  Mute  Swan,  first  reported  in  these  pages 
in  July,  has  become  a  decorative  feature  in  both  north  and  south  harbors  on  the 
Buffalo  waterfront  was  well  as  Times  Beach  and  the  Black  Rock  channel.  Only  a 
few  reports  of  Snowy  Owl  were  received  in  November  and  it  does  not  appear  to  be  a 
major  flight  year  for  this  bird.  The  male  Snowy  Owl  which  arrived  at  Times  Beach 
in  late  October,  remained  there  all  month  and  was  seen  by  many  observers. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  1UZ17 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  ’Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario'  (B.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files 
of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 
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Common  ;Loon 

November 

9,18 

1,3 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al 

m 

12 

9 

Niagara  Falls  Gorge 

.preeland, et  a] 

u 

18 

2 

Niagara  River,  Ont. 

O’Dell 

m 

.18 

,  h 

Niagara  Falls  Gorge 

Rew,et  al  (B0£ 

- 

ii 

19,26 

3,2 

Niagara  Falls  Gorge 

Zebehazy 

ii 

19 

.11 

Over  Hamburg  Tn.  Park 

Andrles 

ii 

29 

3 

Bear  Lake 

Rew,  Frank,  Hort 

ii 

29 

h 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Rew, Frank, Horl 

Red-throated  Loon 

it 

12 

h 

Port  Weller,  Ont. 

Curry,  et  al 

ii 

12 

.  i 

Niagara  Falls  Gorge 

Freelands,  et 

ii 

18 

i 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 

O’Dell 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

it 

23-25 

2 

Langford 

O'Dell 

ii 

29 

U 

Mayville 

Rew, Frank, Hori 

Double-crested  Cormorant  ” 

11 

1 

Dunkirk 

Andrles 

Great  Blue  Heron 

1! 

1 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Sommerville 

n 

1-11 

1-3B 

Elma 

Danner 

n 

12 

1 

AmiVty  Lake 

Pitzricks 

ii 

19 

1 

Orangeville 

Hulls 

ii 

26 

1 

Stromness,  Ont. 

Andrles, Thill; 

n 

26 

2 

Stromness,  Ont. 

Curry, Olmsted 

Mute  Swan 

n 

8 

1 

South  Buffalo 

Freeland 

ii 

12 

1 

Buffalo  (Porter  Ave.) 

Andrle 

Whistling  Swan 

it 

12 

3h 

East  Amherst 

Freeland 

1! 

18 

6  ~ 

Grand  Island 

O'Dell 

T 

11 

29 

3Uo 

Mayville 

Rew, Frank,  Horl 

Canada  Goose 

11 

23,25 

1000,500  Langford 

O’Dell 

Brant 

II 

29 

1 

Prendergast  Point 

Rew, Frank, Horl 

Pintail 

11 

22 

90 

Buckhorn  Is.  S.P. 

O’Dell 

Green-winged  Teal 

11 

18 

6 

'Niagara  Falls,  Ont.- 

Rew  etal(BOS) 

II 

19 

6 

Tifft  Farm 

Daniels 

II 

22 

8 

Beaver  Is.  S.P. 

O'Dell 

American  Wigeop 

II 

18 

290 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Rew,et  al  (DO 

Northern  Shoveler 

11 

19L 

1 

Tifft  Farm 

Daniels 

Wood  Duck 

1! 

26L 

1 

Port  Maitland, Ont. - 

Andrles, Thill 

Redhead 

11 

18 

60 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Rew,et  al  (BO 

11 

29 

91 

Mayville 

Rew, Frank, Hor 

Ring-necked  Duck 

II 

29 

6 

Mayville 

Rew, Frank, Hor 

Canvasback 

11 

18 

800 

Niagara  River 

Rew,et  al  (BO 

Greater  Scaup 

11 

18 

1600 

Niagara  River 

Rew,et  al(B0S 

Lesser  Scaup 

lY 

18 

h 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Rew,et  al(B0S 

'-Barrow 1  s  Goldeneye 

il 

3 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Rew, Ulrich 

t 

it 

17 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Rew, Schwartz 

Buff lehead 

ii 

26 

io5o 

Roc khouse-Feather stone 

Pts.  Curry, 01 

Old squaw 

il 

12 

hoo 

Port  Weller, Ont. 

Curry, et  al 

Black  Scoter 

n 

18 

■  8 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Rew,et  al(B0S 

Ruddy  Duck 

il 

9 

l6l 

Niagara  Falls  Res. 

Freeland, Mite 
et  al(BOS) 

it 

18 

1 

'Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

O’Dell 

1! 

23-25 

3 

Langford 

O'Dell 

11 

29 

6 

Mayville 

Rew, Frank, Horl 
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Hooded  Merganser 

November 

18 

3 

Niagara  Falls ,  Ont. 

Rew,et  al(BOS) 

n 

21 

5 

Amity 

Pitzricks 

1! 

25 

167 

Mayville 

Rew, Frank, Horbet 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

n 

1 

1 

Amity  Lake 

V.Pitzrick 

u 

U,5,8 

1.1.1 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

ir 

27„28 

1  ' 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

n 

3-30 

1-2 

Holland 

Beckers 

it 

5 

1 

Somerset 

Beckers 

it 

,5 

7 

L. Ontario  Plain 

Freeland, Mitchel 

• 

ii 

8-11 

1 

East  Amherst 

et  al(BOS) 
Freeland 

ti 

9 

1 

Holland 

Bee 

it 

10 

3 

Darien 

Zebehazy 

it 

12 

1 

Amherst 

Freelands 

n 

lU 

1 

Lockport 

Freeland 

n 

25 

3 

Boston 

O'Dell 

Marsh  Hawk 

ti 

5  ; 

2 

Somerset 

Freeland ,  Mitche] 

ii 

5 

1. 

Ridgeway 

et  al(BOS) 
Beckers 

n 

6,7,9,17 

’,30  1 

,1,1, 1,1*  Holland 

Beckers 

ti 

19 

1 

Orangeville 

Hulls 

n 

25 

1 

Boston 

O'Dell 

it 

27 

1 

Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Osprey 

n 

2-13L 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons, et  al; 

American  Coot 

n 

25  •  - 

800 

Mayville 

V.Pitzrick 

Rew, Frank, Horbei 

Killdeer 

it 

5  ' 

50 

Clarence 

Freeland, et  31(1 

it 

26 

19 

L.Erie  Shore, Ont. 

Curry, Ho Imsted 

American  Golden ‘Plover 

ii 

5l 

1 

Clarence 

Freeland, et  al(I 

Black-bellied  Plover 

ii 

11L 

1 

Queenston, Ont . 

Foster, et  al 

American  Woodcock 

it 

6L 

1 

Amity 

R.Pitzrick 

Common  Snipe T' 

n  ■ 

11 

•8 

Queenston, Ont. 

Foster^et  al- 

it 

19 

2 

St. David 's,0nt. 

Curry ,,et  al 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

ff 

1 

'U 

Times  Beach 

Zebehazy 

ii 

5 

2 

Grand  Island 

McKales 

it- 

5,12 

1,2 

Times  Beach 

Andrle,et  al 

ir 

8 

1 

Times  Beach 

Freeland 

in 

11  . 

6 

Times  Beach 

Foster ,.et  al 

ir 

11 

1 

Queenston, Ont. 

Foster^et  al 

ii 

12 

h 

Times  Beach 

Daniels 

ti* 

22L 

1 

Times  Beach 

O.'Dell 

-x-Purple  Sandpiper 

ir 

17 

2 

Niagara  FallsyOnt. 

-•Rew,  Schwartz’ 

Dunlin 

ii 

5 

3 

Clarence 

Freeland, et  at (I 

it 

ll 

Uo 

Queenston, Ont. 

Foster,  et  al 

ii 

26 

21 

L.Erie  Shore, Ont. 

Curry, Olmsted 

ii 

26 

10 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Andrles, Thills 

Glaucous  Gull 

it 

17F 

2 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Rew, Schwartz 

n  . 

18 

1  ... 

Niagara  Falls  Gorge 

Rew,et  at (BOS) 

ii 

2k 

1 

Niagara  Falls  Gorge 

Wile ove, Foster; 

n 

28 

1 

over  Cheektowaga 

Zebehazy 

Mitchell 
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Iceland -Gull  L.g.glaucoides 

November 

12F 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Sieracki 

Iceland  Gull 

it 

19 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Curry, et  al 

tt 

2h 

I 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Foster, Wilcove'  • 

1! 

29 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Andrle,et  al 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

It 

11 

99 

Dunkirk 

Andrles 

tt 

3,17 

l(ad 

. )  Niagara  Falls  Gorge  Rew,et  al 

tt 

9,18,29  l(ad.)  Niagara  Falls  G. 

Andrle,et  al 

It 

12 

l(ad 

. )  Niagara  Falls  Gorge  Freelands, et  a’ 

It 

18 

l(ad 

. )  Niagara  Falls  Gorge  Rew,et  al(BOS) 

Black-headed?  Gull 

tt 

12 

l(ad 

.)  N. Falls (Whirlpool) 

,Ont.  Curry, et  a 

- 

tt 

19 

1  (ad 

. )  Queens ton, Ont. 

Curry, et  al 

Franklin’s  Gull 

11 

■  !i,2l*  1,1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Zebehazy 

tt 

9 

2 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Andrle,et  al 

tt 

12 

1 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Andrle,et  al 

tt 

12 

3 

Niagara  Falls  Gorge 

Freelands, et  al 

It 

.17 

...  1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Rew,  Schwartz7, 

tt 

18L 

2 

Niagara  Fa 11s, Ont. 

Rew,et  al(BOS) 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

tt 

18  lb, 000 

Niagara  River 

Rew,et  al(BOS) 

Little  Gull 

tt 

9 

3 

Lewiston 

Freeland, Mitche 

et  al(BOS) 

tt 

18 

h 

Niagara  River 

Rew  et  al(BOS) 

-ttBlack-legged  Kittiwake  •  • 

tt' 

12 

l(imm)  Niagara  Falls  Gorge 

Freelands, et  a] 

It 

26 

l(imm)  Niagara  Falls  Gorge 

Zebehazy 

Common  Tern 

It 

12 

2 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Andrle,et  al 

tt 

17 

1 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Rew, Schwartz 

It 

l6L 

1 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Happ,et  a 1 (BOS' 

Snowy  Owl 

tt 

5,30 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrles 

It 

9 

1 

Times  Beach 

Rew 

tt 

9 

1 

Times  Beach 

Zebehazy 

tt 

16 

1 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Sommerville 

• 

It 

16 

1 

South  Buffalo 

Zebehazy 

tt 

17-30 

1 

Times  Beach 

O’Dell 

It 

26 

1 

Grant  Point, Ont. 

Curry, Olmsted 

*  •  ■** 

tt 

26 

1 

L.Erie  Shore, Ont. 

Curry, Olmsted 

Long-eared  Owl 

,  It 

3 

1 

West  Seneca 

O'Dell 

Tree  Swallow 

■  tt 

9l 

3 

Wilson 

Freeland , Mitche 

et  al(BOS) 

Tufted  Titmouse 

tt 

1-30 

2 

Elma 

Danner 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

tt 

1-19 

1-2 

Elma 

Danner 

tt 

9 

1 

Eggertsville 

Hulls 

tt 

16 

1 

Shale  Creek 

O’Dell 

•  It 

16 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

O’Dell 

tt 

19 

1 

Orangeville 

Hulls 

It 

29 

1 

Pomfret 

Rew, Frank, Horbe 

Mockingbird 

»  21 

,25,26 

1 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Sommerville 

Hermit  Thrush 

■  it 

11  ■  ■ 

-1 

East  Amherst 

Freeland 

n 

25,27 

1 

Amity 

Burtons 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

it 

1-10 

1-3 

Elma 

Danner 

tt 

28 

1 

Amity 

Burtons 

-  195  - 


Volume  UU,  Number  12  "Noteworthy  Records"  cont. 


Water  Pipit 

November 

12 

Uo 

St.  David  T s,0nt. 

Curry 

ii 

lU 

lliO 

Clarence 

Freeland 

Cedar  Wa^wing  • 

ii 

16 

125 

Belmont  • .  .  *  ’ ;  •  . 

Burtons 

I! 

25 

115 

Chautauqua  Institution  Rew, Frank, Ho 

American  Robin  ■ 

II 

7 

300 

Town  of  Java 

Thill, Welch 

Northern  Shrike 

11 

2-27 

l(imm 

. )  Amity  area 

Pitzricks 

It 

5 

1 

Yates 

Freeland, et  al( 

, 

It' 

8 

*  1 

Darien 

Andrle, Thill 

11 

11  • 

•  1 

East  Amherst 

Freeland 

II 

12 

1 

Willoughby, Ont . 

Sieracki 

*■ 

II 

12 

1 

Tonawanda 

Freelands 

11, 

19 

1 

Orangeville 

Hulls 

1.1 

25 

1 

South  Wales 

Bee 

11 

26 

1 

Dunnville,0nt. 

Curry, Olmsted 

f  '  %  ‘ 

It 

30 

1 

Holland 

Beckers 

Orange-crowned  Warbler  • 

It 

61 

1 

Allegany 

Eaton  D’Agostir. 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler : 

11 

9 

2 

South  Park 

O’Dell 

It 

11L 

1 

Amity  Lake 

V.Pitzrick 

Eastern  Meadowlark ■ 

11 

5 

1 

Porter 

Freeland, Mitche 
et  al(BOS) 

Rusty  Blackbird 

ii 

16 

1 

:  Unity 

V.Pitzrick 

House  Finch 

it 

8,11, 

12,13  9, 

7,1  ,,2  Amity  Lake 

V.Pitzrick 

ii 

1-30 

12-31 

Eggertsville 

McKales 

ii 

1-30 

3-7 

Eggertsville 

Hulls 

it 

1-28 

3 

Snyder 

DeKleine 

. 

"  12,17,19  3 

Eggertsville 

0!Dell,Seuf ert 

it 

13-30 

1— U 

’ Belmont 

Burtons 

Pine  Siskin 

it 

5 

1 

Oakland  Rural  Cem. 

Freeland , Mitche 
et  al(BOS) 

White-winged  Crossbill 

it- 

U 

6 

Charlotte 

Rew 

ii 

5 

'  1 

Oakland  Rural  Cem. 

Freeland,  Mitche 
fit  al(BOS) 

•  * 

it 

20 

30 

Amity  Lake 

V.Pitzrick 

"White -crowned  Sparrow 

it 

1-30 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

ii 

2,3 

2,3 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

Fox  Sparrow 

ii 

5-18 

1-8 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

Swamp  Sparrow 

n 

25 

1 

Elma 

Danner 

Snow  Bunting 

ii 

5 

35 

Lyndonville 

Freeland, et  al( 

ii 

8 

125 

Darien 

Andrle , Thill 

ii 

25 

2 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Zebehazy 

Species,  subspecies  &.  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year .  268 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue .  h 


Total  for  year .  272 
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THE  1978  SPRING  HAWK  MIGRATION  ALONG  THE  SOUTH  SHORE  OF  LAKE  ONTARIO 

By  Walter  Klabunde 

Data  on  the  1978  spring  hawk  migration  along  the  south,  shore  of  Lake 
Ontario  were  obtained  at  five  lookouts,  namely,  Derby  .Hill,  near  Mexico,  N.Y., 
Braddock  Bay  near  Rochester,  Creek  Road  in  Youngstown,  Beamer  Conservation  Area 
in  Grimsby'  Ont, ,  and  Vinemount  Bird-Banding  Station.  The  latter  is  approximately 
four  miles  west  of  Beamer  Conservation  Area. 

In  Table  I  the  daily  reports  from  each  lookout  are  condensed  to  show  the 
monthly  and  season’s  totals  for  each  species. 

The  hawks  observed  at  Derby  Hill  and  Braddock  Bay  all  progress  toward  the 
east  end  of  Lake  Ontario.  Conversely  at  Beamer  and  Vinemount  the  flights  were 
toward  the  west  end  of  the  lake.  At  Creek  Road  -  Youngstown  most  fly  westerly, 
but  occassionally  -  less  than  10$  -  migrate  eastward.  Thus  hawks  sweeping  around 
Lake  Erie  under  some  conditions  approach  Lake  Ontario  west  of 'the  Niagara  River, 
but  generally  come  near  the  lake  between  Wilson  and  Point  Breeze.  The  split  in 
numbers  turning  toward  the  east  or  the  west,  varied  with  species  and  weather 
conditions.  Table  II  shows  the  minimum  total  of  each  species  observed  in  the 
•eastward -and  westward  flights  around  Lake  Ontario. 

A  critical  analysis  of  Table  I  shows  that  the  totals  for  any  species 
seldom  show  a  simple  movement  from  one  lookout  to  the  next.  Thus  comparisons  of 
the  early  totals  of  most  species  show  higher  numbers  at  Derby  Hill  than  at 
Braddock  Bay.  The  most  valid  assumption  to  explain  this  phenomenon  is  that  many 
hawks  approach  Lake  Ontario  east  of  Braddock  Bay  -  possibly,  by  coming  north 
along  the  western  ridges  of  the  Appalachian  Mountains. 

A  second  inconsistency  appears  in  that  several  major  flights  of  Sharp- 
shinned  and  Broad-winged  Hawks  recorded  at  Braddock  Bay  failed  to  show  at  Derby 
Hill.  Likewise  six  different  Peregrine  Falcons  sighted  at  Braddock  Bay  were  all 
missed  at  Derby  Hill.  One  explanation  for  missing, the  hawks  is  that  they  flew 
around  the  lookout.  This  can  happen  when  winds  of  a  southerly  vector  shift  to  a 
northerly  vector  near  the  lake.  The  warm  inland  air  rising  over  the  cold  lake 
air  create  the  updrafts  the  hawks  favor  for  their  migration  path.  However,  when 
the  cold  lake  air  comes  inland  the  favored  updrafts  also  move  inland  -  often 
four  or  five  miles.  This  shift  invariably  takes  place  in  the  late  morning  when 
the  inland  wind  is  under  12  -  l£  mph.  The  hawks  following  these  inland  updrafts 
then  are  out  of  sight  from  the  lookouts,  Even  the  alternate  observation  points  at 
Derby  Hill  and  Braddock  Bay  are  not  far  enough  inland  to  follow  this  shift  in 
flight  pattern.  The  Creek  Road  -  Youngstown  observation  point  has  often  moved  as 
much  as  five  miles  inland  to  follow  such  a  shift.  Experience  there  indicates  that 
the  flight  pattern  under  these  conditions  often  spreads  too  widely  to  permit  e 
effective  observation  of  the  complete  flight  from  any  one  location.  To  do  this 
would  require  several  properly  coordinated  sets  of  observers  equipped  with  walkie- 
talkies  for  communication. 
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Another  reason  for  missing  hawks  is  that  under  favorable  conditions,  they 
may  fly  so  high  that  detection  from  the  ground  becomes  highly  problematical  even 
by  the  keenest  observers.  This  would  require  observers  in  planes  or  gliders. 

Finally  the  most  obvious  reason  for  missing  hawks  is  failure  to  man  the 
lookout  when  hawks  are  still  migration.  This  was  very  well  demonstrated  at 
Braddock  Bay  where  the  lookout  was  covered  from  5  March  through'  30  June  only  90% 
of  their  total  had  been  achieved  by  28  May.  In  the  next  three  days  over  1300 
hawks  were  added,  to  bring  their  total  nearly  to  96%  of  the  seasons  total,  19893 
hawks.  It  whs  27  June  when  they  sighted  their  last  flight  -  lh  Turkey  Vultures. 

Table  III  shows  the  first,  peak  and  final  flight  dates  of  each  species  at 
the  major  lookouts.  It  is  expected  that  many  hawks  are  seen  at  more  than  one 
lookout.  This  is  verified  by  the  occurrence  of  six  peak  flights  for  Turkey  Vulture, 
Cooper's  Hawk,  Rough-legged  Hawk,  Marsh  Hawk  (2)  and  American  Kestrel  on  the  same 
days  between  Braddock  Bay  and  Derby  Hill,  a  distance  of  about  80  miles. 

A  minimum  of  32105>  hawks  were  seen  in  the  combined  east  and  west  flights 
around  Lake  Ontario.  Over  three  quarters  of  these  followed  the  east  course 
while  slightly  under  one  quarter  went  around  the  west  end  of  the  lake.  Record 
high  totals  were  compiled  for  Sharp-shinned,  Cooper's,  Rough-legged  and  Marsh 
Hawks.  Totals  'for  Red-tailled  Hawks,  Osprey^  Peregrine  Falcon  and  American 
Kestrel  were  approximately  on  par  with  the  counts  of  the  past  four  years.  However, 
the  counts  for  Turkey  Vulture,  Red-shouldered  and  Broad-winged  Hawks  and  Merlin 
were  definitely  low.,  The  Goshawk  count  was  at  a  ten  year  low. ,  The  high  percentage 
of  immatures  in  the  eagle  counts  were 'particularly  gratifying. 

Hawkwatching  at  Grimsby  was  again  a  cooperative  effort  by  members  of 
Toronto  Field  Naturalists,  Hamilton  Naturalists'  Club  and  Buffalo  Ornithological 
Society.  The  parking  lot  at  Beamer  Conservation  Area  served  as  the  primary 
lookout.  However  the  counts  were  adjusted  for  flights  observed  at  q)  northeast 
lookout  point  from  which  flights  below  the  escarpment  and  over  the  lake  could  be 

followed,  and,  b)  along  Woolverton  Road  south  of  Ridge 'Road  for  the  more  inland  fligh 

•  ► 

•  X  :  1  . 

The  total  westward  flight  was  obtained  by  including  data  on  flights  observe* 
at  Vinemount  Bird  Banding  Station  and  Creek  Road  -  Youngstown.  Only  those  counts 
that  did  not  correlate  with  the  Grimsby  data  were  used  in  arriving  at  the  totals. 

The  Grimsby  lookout  was  covered  for  5l  days  during  period  of  6  March 
through  11  May  for  a  total  bf  309  hours.  This  was  nearly  the  same  as  last  years 
total  of  5>0  days  for  325>  hours.  However  the  number  of  hawks  observed  this  year, 

7h5l,  was  only  three  quarters  of  last  years  total  (10028). 

The  persistence  of  winter  weather  into  April  delayed  most  peak  flights 
1  to  3  weeks.  The  major  part  of  this  years  drop  in  total  count  was  due  to  the 
low  number  Sharp-shinned  Hawks  -  1908  vs  h3h2  last  year.  As  over  one  third  of 
their  total  count  was  obtained  on  the  last  day,  it  is  obvious  that  most  of  this 
species  were  missed  due  to  lack  of  coverage  at  the  later  period.  Conversely, 
two  species  came  through  in  greater  numbers,  namely,  Red-tailed  and  Rough-legged 
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Hawks,  came  through  primarily  from  mid  March  to  mid  April  when  the  hawkwatchers 
were  out  in  numbers.  But  the  Red-shouldered  Hawk  which  also  follow  the  early 
migration  pattern  were  low  in  numbers  as  they  were  also  in  the  eastward  flight. 

Sighting  eagles  is  always  a  thrill  for  the  hawkwatchers,  especially  when 
two  immature  Golden  Eagles  go  by  in  ten  minutes  as  they  did  on  30  March.  Upon 
correlating  the  data  sheets  it  was  found  that  one  of  these  had  been  sighted  at 
Creek  Road  -  Youngstown  1§  hours  before  it  was  noted  at  Beamer.  Only  one  was 
recorded  at  Youngstown  because  it  was  the  first  bird  seen  on  arriving  at  the 
observation  point.  It  was  many  days  later  that  it  was  known  that  another  had 
been  missed  just  by  a  few  minutes.  Most  notable  in  this  years  data  was  the 
Peregrine  Falcon  sighted  on  21  April.  Another  unusual  sighting  although  not  a 
hawk  was  the  Sandhill  Crane  that  came  over  the  lookout  on  11  May  almost  the 
last  hour  the  lookout  was  manned. 

In  conclusion,  following  the  example  set  at  Braddock  Bay  Lookout,  hawk¬ 
watchers  at  the  other  lookouts  will  obtain  a  more  complete  picture  of  the  total 
spring  migration  when  they  man  their  lookouts  over  a  longer  period  of  time; 
particularly  by  including  all  of  the  month  of  May.  Admittedly  most  hawkwatchers 
are  also  bird  watchers  that  like  to  follow  the  song  birds  during  their  spring 
migration.  Fortuniately  it  is  possible  to  see  and  hear  many  of  the  song  birds 
right  from  the  lookout  -  so  join  us  this  spring! 

U923  Creek  Road,  Lewiston,  N.Y.  1^092 
TABLE  II 

SUMMARY  OF  1978  SPRING  HAWK  MIGRATION  ON  SOUTH  SHORE  OF  LAKE  ONTARIO 


East 

West 

Species 

Flight 

Flight 

Total 

Turkey  Vulture 

1165 

322 

11+87 

Goshawk 

U7 

k 

51 

Sharp -shinned  Hawk 

8610 

191+1 

10561 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

301 

814 

385 

Red -tailed  Hawk 

3173 

2901 

60714 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

553 

3UU 

897 

Broad -winged  Hawk 

8300 

121+7 

9U1+7 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

U53 

100 

553 

Golden  Eagle 

18 

3 

21 

Bald  Eagle 

16 

1 

17 

Marsh  Hawk 

582 

6l 

6U2 

Osprey 

236 

11 

21+7 
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Peregrine  Falcon 
Merlin 

American  Kestrel 

Unidentified  Hawk 

6 

17 

689 

299 

11  7 

1  18 

65  755 

655  953 

Total 

2UU65 

7650  32105 

FIRST, 

PEAK  AND 

TABLE  III 

FINAL  DATES  OF  EACH 

SPECIES  AT  MAJOR  LOOKOUTS 

Lookout 

Species 

Derby  Hill 

Braddock  Bay 

Beamer 

Turkey  Vulture 

1st 

3/20  -  2 

3/23  -  2 

3/23  -  2 

peak 

■  5/12  -80# 

5/12  -165# 

3/31  -57 

last 

5/27  -  7 

6/23  -lit 

5/11  -  7 

Goshawk.' 

1st 

2/26  -  1 

3/10  -  1 

3/25  -  1 

peak 

3/25  -  It 

5/1  -  5 

5/7  -  1 

last 

5/19  -  1 

5/21  -  1 

Sharp-sh..  Hawk 

1st 

3/21  -11 

3/18  -  2 

3/19  -  1 

peak 

5/8  -1685 

5/9  -291h 

5/11  -65U 

last 

5/27  -  It 

6/18  -  1 

5/11  -655 

Cooper's  Hawk 

1st 

3/llt  -  2 

3/11  -  1 

3/9  - 1 

peak 

It/it  -52-* 

5/5  -  5 

5/11  -11 

last 

5/23  -  2 

5/20  -  1 

5/li  -11 

Red -tailed  Hawk 

1st 

•  3/9  -13 

3/11  -  5 

3/7  -  6 

peak 

U/18  -385 

it/l  -217 

3/20  -320 

last 

5/27  -Ht 

6/20  -  1 

5/11  -2k 

Red-sh.  Hawk 

1st 

3/11  -  1 

3/llt  -  1 

3/12  -  1 

peak 

lt/10  -51 

5/1  -*55 

5/6  -38(Vinemoun 

last 

5/27  -  1 

5/13  -  2 

5/26  -  2 

Broad-wing.  Hawk 

1st 

U/12  -  2 

it/13  -  7 

it/16-  92 

peak 

5/8  -991 

5/9  -3720 

5/3  -  519 

last  ' 

5/27  -90 

6/22  -  3 

5/11  -it  2 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

1st 

2/26  -  2 

3/11  -  1 

3/16  -  it 

peak 

3/28  -58*= 

3/28-91* 

It/l8-  18 

last 

5/27  -  1 

5/20  -  3 

5/7  -  1 

Golden  Eagle 

1st 

3/20 

3/20 

3/2U 

total 

la  +  6  im 

7  a  +  7  im 

3  im 

last 

5/8 

6/8 

3/30 

Bald  Eagle 

1st 

3/29 

3/20 

3/16 

total 

5  a  +  7  im 

2  a  +  12  im 

1  a 

last 

5/27 

it/21 

3A6 

Marsh  Hawk 

1st 

3/20  -  2 

3/6  - 1 

3/22  -  1 

peak 

5/1,11  66;  6  9# 

ii/11,11  -  3  9*;  35* 

5/16  -11 

last 

5/19  -  9 

6/20  -  1 

5/7  -  3 
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Osprey 

1st 

h/i 

-  1 

peak 

5/13 

-60 

last 

5/27 

-:,2 

Peregrine  Falcon 

1st 

- 

peak 

- 

last 

- 

Merlin 

1st 

3/28 

-  2 

peak 

5/13 

-  3 

last 

5/13 

-  3 

American  Kestrel 

1st 

3/13 

-  1 

peak 

a/ll 

-202* 

last 

5/27 

-  3 

a/i  -  2 

3/31  -  l(Creek  R 

5/9  -12 

6/19  -  1 

3/21  -  la 

a/30  -  1 

a/26  -  la 

5/21  -  la 

3/16  -  1 

a/13  -  i 

5/8  -  1 

2/28  -  1 

3/13  -  2 

/'/I;  11  -237° >193* 

3/31>a/l-  8°; 5° 

6/22  -  1 

5/11  -  1 

-x-Peaks  on  same  day. 

°Peaks  on  same  day  for  east  &  west  flights. 


B.O.S.  FIELD  TRIPS  REVIS.TED 

% 

OCTOBER  1  —  Despite  cloudy  skies  and  windy  conditions,  17  B.O.S. 
members  were  among  180  participants  on  the  Ontario. Field  Naturalists’  six-hour 
offshore  cruise  on  Lake  Ontario.  The  cruise  began. in  picturesque  Toronto  Harbor, 
where  Canada  Geese  and  other  waterfowl  were  present,  and  progressed  westward  along 
the  northern  shore  to  Hamilton,  thence  eastward  to.  near  St.  Catharine's.  The 
return  journey  crossed  the  middle  of  the  lake  back  into  Toronto.  The  only  true 
pelagic  birds,  seen  were  three  Parasitic  Jaegers,  two  on  the  Niagara  Peninsula 
side  of  the  lake  and  one  closer  to  Toronto  on  the  return  crossing.  A  number  of 
migrating  Horned  Grebes  and  Common  Lo’ons  were  observed  fairly  close  by  the  boat, 
and  an  Osprey  was  seen  heading  inland1  near  St.  Catharine's  after  an  apparent  lake 
passage.  Some  32  species  were  counted,  and  no  cases  of  seasickness  were  reported. 

i  .  — Tom  Hager 

i  * 

NOVEMBER  5  —  "Bluebird"  weather  with  temperatures  reaching  70 
degrees  attracted  21  birders  for  a  Lake  Ontario  Shore  trip  and,  although  waterfowl 
flights  were  nonexistent,  a  good  list  of  55  species  evolved.  Three  Little  Gulls 
were  seen  over  the  Niagara  River  .at  Lewiston,  and  a  stop  at  nearby  Niagara  Falls 
Pump-Storage  Reservoir  brought  us . thousands  of  scaup,  a  nice  gathering  of  l6l 
Ruddy  Ducks,  and  an  assortment  of other  waterfowl.  A  few  observers  caught  sight 
of  a  Red-necked  Grebe.  A  Pine  Siskin  and  White-winged  Crossbill  were  highlights 
at  Oakland  Rural  Cemetery,  and  three  late  Tree  Swallows  greeted  shirt-sleeved 
birders  at  Wilson.  A  total  of  seven  Rough-legged  Hawks  —  all  light-phase  birds  — 
and  2  Marsh  Hawks  made  the  list,  and  a  Northern  Shrike  was  well  seen  in  the  Town 
of  Yates.  A  small  flock  of  Snow  Buntings  disappeared  ephemerally  from  a  Lyndonville 
field.  A  "going -home"  diversion  to  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge's  Cayuga 
Pool  added  little  of  interest  but,  at  the  Clarence  Turf  Farms  in  failing  light, 

3  Dunlins  and  a  lingering  American  Golden  Plover  were  observed  among  a  large  flock  ' 
of  Killdeer.  -•  * 

Harold  Mitchell  &  Dave  Freeland 
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:  '  New  Editor.  Sought  for ‘ "Prothonotary" 

After  many  years  of,  faithful  service,  "Prothonotary"  Editor 
Joe  Thill  has  asked  to , graduate,  tp.  other  fields.  The  Society's  Council  is  now 
searching  for  a  volunteer,  to.  Tepiace  .Mr ..  '.Thill  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  editorship  entails  collection  and  editing  of  the  manuscripts 
submitted  for  "Prothonotary"  consideration,  plus  a  small  amount  of  first-person 
writing.  The  greater  amount  of  material  in  each  issue  of  the  monthly  publication 
comes  from  contributors.  After  “editing-,  material  is  sent  out  for  final  typing, 
is  proofpead.,  and  is^delivered  to  a  printer.  .Coordination  of  printing,  collating 
and  delivery  for  addressing  and  mailing  is,  the  editor’s  final  task.  Twelve  issues 
of  the  "Prothonotary"  are.  published  annually.. 

If  you  have  the  interest  to  volunteer  for  this  important  Society 
position,  as  soon  as  possible  please  contact  the  Chairman  of  the  B.O.S.  Council: 
Bradley  A.  Lown,  1008  Charlesgate  Circle^,  East  Amherst,  N.Y.  llO^l. 

.  •  n  A  Note-  of  Thanks 

'  i  *  r-  ■  y  -  -  r 

■  The  _Cha.irman  of  thp  Program  Committee  would  like  to  thank  all 
those -who  contributed  to  the  Society's  first  auction  held  during  the  meeting  of 
February  llpth.  As  the  result  of  .your,  contributions  of  material  or  your  purchases, 
the  Society -has • raised  .^200  to  be . used  to  defray  expenses  of  our  50th  Anniversary 
celebration  in  November.  Special .  thanks  must  go  to  our  .able  auctioneer,  Art  Clark 
whose  expertise  in  cajoling  those  present  into  bidding  was  in  no  small  part 
responsible  for  our  tidy  profit.  Also,  special  thanks  to  Harold  Axtell  for  his 
generous  donation-of  a  Goldeneye  decoy  and  tripod  scope  mount  to  our  inventory 
of  goods  to- be  auctioned.  Dick.  Christensen  was  the  lucky  winner  of  the  door  prize. 

,, .  PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

*  t  '  J  *  •  -  — — . .  *  ^  ■ 

•  ,n-  '  >  -.!•  ;■  '■  v-.. 

Unless  otherwise  noted,  all  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and 
fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month.  September  through  June,  inclusive,  at  the  Society's 
club  room  in  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

March  28th:  'Shorebird  Migration  Studies  in  the  High  Arctic  and  James  Bay. ' 

Dr.  R.-I.G.  Morrison.  Guy  Morrison  is  the  resident  scientist 
investigating  shorebird  migration  -for  the  Canadian  Wildlife 
Service,  Ontario  Region.  He  has  been  involved  in  the  banding 
,  r  .  -  and  color  marking  of  shorebird s  for  many  years  and  some  of  those 

marked  have  been  seen  in  our  'own  Niagara  Frontier  region  during 
.j  migration.  Dr..  Morrison  will  show  slides  of  the  banding  and 

color  marking  procedures  employed  in  this  project  and  tell  us 
how  the  birds  are  trapped  by  cannon  netting. 

NOTE:  Our  guest  will  be  travelling  from  Ottawa  to  present  this 
program.  Please  welpome  him  with  a  good  turnout] 
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April  11th: 


April  25th: 


April  8th: 


April  21st  or 


April  29th: 


September  22- 

r\  • 

.  j  T‘ 


'Voice  of  the  Loon.'  Dr. -Charles  S.  Goetzinger,  Department 
of  Speech  Communication,  State  University  College  at  Geneseo. 

Dr.  Goetzinger  has  made  an  extensive  study  of  verbal  communication 
in  the  Common  Loon  in  Ontario  and  will  tell  us  of  his  findings. 

John  and  Mary  Forness  of  Cuba,  N.Y.  will  present  a  slide 
program  showing  the  work’  done  at  "Hawk  Hideway",  the 
rehabilitation  center  for  injured  raptors  they  have  established 
there . 


PROGRAM  -  COUNTS 

April  Count.  Compiler,  Ed  Williams  (tel.  875-8212  days, 

Ul6— 89U— 35U8  evenings).  Gall  Ed  to  obtain  further  information 
or  to  volunteer  to  cover  one  of  the  B.O.S.  Sections  for  this 
important  annual  census. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRI^S 

22nd:  Field  trip  to. Braddock's~Bay,  Rochester ... "There  Go  the 

Hawks, "a  joint  outing  with  members  of  the  Genesee  Orni¬ 
thological  Society.  If  the  hawks  slow  down,  we'll  bird 
the  Lake  Ontario  Shore.  Co-leaders,  Paul  &  Linda  Grimble 
(tel.  778-7529,  Newfane)  and  Warren  Lloyd  (tel.  265-0281, 
Rochester).  Based  on  hawk  flight  conditions,  a  decision 
will  be  made  by  the  leaders  on  Thursday  whether  this  trip 
will  be  Saturday  or  Sunday.  Call  the  Grimbles  on  Friday, 
April  20,  to  confirm  which* date  the  trip  will  be  made. 
Whichever  day  is  decided,  we  will  meet  at  7:00  a  m.  at 
the  entrance  to  Krull  Park,  on  the  south  side  of  Route  18 
just  east  of  the  intersection  of  Route  78,  Olcott.  Re¬ 
turn  to  Buffalo  by  early  evening. 

Field  trip  to  Grimsby,  Ontario ... "The  Hawks  of  Beamer."  Co-leaders, 
Walt  Klabunde  (tel.  75U-UU2U)  and  Jerry  Chappie  (tel.  U16-627-0393, 
Hamilton).  We  will  meet  at  8:00‘ a. m.  at  the  Canadian  Customs 
parking  area,  Queenston-Lewiston  Bridge.  If  the  hawk  flight 
is  poor,  we  will  bird  portions  of  the  Niagara  Peninsula  instead. 


SPECIAL  PRCGRAM  -  BIRDING  SAFARI 

30:  "Birding  Safari"  field  trip  to  New  Jersey  and  Long  Island  with 
BobAndrle,  Harold  Axtell,  Dave  Freeland  and  Fran  Rew,  This 
special  week-long  birding  adventure  will  be  subdivided  into 
segments  to  allow  oarticipants  the  option  of  spending  as  much 
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(or  as  little)  time  as  they  choose  on  the  trip.  One  of  the  highlights,  requiring 
a  firm  reservation  no  later  than  May  1,  is  a  pelagic  trip  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
out  of  Montauk  Point.  This  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs-sponsored 
oceanic  trip  costs  $26  per  person,  and  a  check  for  this  amount  must  be  mailed  to 
Dave  Freeland,  60  Haymarket  Square,  East  Amherst,  NY  liiO^l  no  later  than  May  1, 

Make  checks  payable  to  L'David  B.  Freeland."  After  May  1,  pelagic  trip  reservations 
must  be  made  directly  with  the  sponsors,  if  boat  space  permits.  Other  travel  plans 
and  reservations  for  accommodations  are  the  responsibility  of  the  participants, 
and  details  will  be  forthcoming.  For  the  present,  interested  participants  should 
arrange  personal  schedules  to  permit  the  level  of  participation  they  desire. 
Highlights  of  the  Birding  Safari  will  include: 

Departure  from  Buffalo  Friday  evening,  September  21,  or  Saturday  morning, 
September  22. 

Visit  to  Hawk  Mountain,  Pennsylvania,  on  September  22  if  hawk  flight 
conditions  are  right. 

Birding  at  New  Jersey  (Cape  May,  Stone  Harbor,  Brigantine,  Barnegat, 

Tuckerton  Flats,  Island  Beach,  etc.)  September  23-26. 

Birding  on  Long  Island  (Jamaica  Bay,  Riis  Park,  Jones  Beach,  Mecox  Bay, 
Montauk  Point,  etc.)  September  27-28 

Pelagic  birding  trip  out  of  Montauk  September  29;  reservations  required 
by  May  1  (see  details  above). 

Return  to  Buffalo  September  30. 

For  additional  information,  contact  any  of  the  Safari's  organizers,  mentioned 
in  the  first  paragraph. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day 
of  the  following  month  to  the  compiler,  Mr.  David  Freeland,  60  Haymarket  Square, 
East  Amherst,  N.Y.  lU05l. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 

BACK  ISSUES : 
SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE: 
EDITOR: 


Please  notify  the  treasurer,  Ms.  Peggy  Daniels  at  18 
Concord  Drive,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  l[|.2l5. 

Available  at  fifty  cents  per  copy  from  the  treasurer. 
$5.00  per  year,  payable  to  the  treasurer. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  ll|217 
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The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  has  been  asked  to  cooperate  in  an  effort  by 
he  government  of  Trinidad-T«bagn  to  promote  tourism  in  that  country.  Any  reader 

who  is  contemplating  a  birding  vacation  is  asked  to  fill  out 
mg  questionnaire  and  return  it  to  the  representative  designated  therein. 


T  0  ' 


THIS  QUESTIONNAIRE  IS  BEING  DISTRIBUTED  TO  MEASURE  THE  DEGREE  OF  FAMILIARITY 
WITH  TRINIDAD  AND  TOBAGO  AS  A  VACATION  DESTINATION. 


PLEASE  RESPOND  TO  THE  FOLLOWING  QUESTIONS  IN  SECTION  1. 


1*  Trinidad  and  Tobago  is  - 
A  Latin  American  Country 
A  U.S.  Virgin  Island 
Located  near  Hawaii 
A  Caribbean  Island 

2.  Have  you  ever  seen  or  read  an  advertisement  on  Trindad  &  Tobago?  Yes _  No 


3. 

Have  you 

ever  visited  Trinidad 

&  Tobago? 

Yes 

_  No _ 

A. 

If  given 

the  opportunity  would 

you  visit  there? 

Yes 

_  No _ 

5>.  If  answered  rYes'  ....  Why? 

Exciting  place  tt  visit  _ 

Cosmopolitan  Culture  _ 

Friendly  Poople  _ 

Recommended  by  others  who  visited  the  area 

Sun  Sea  Sand  _ _ 

Night  Life  _ 

Sports/Recreation  _ _ 

Other  _ 

6.  Tf  answered  lN*'  ....  Why  not?  (Check  as  many  as  applicable) 

Poor  &  Underdeveloped  _ 

Over -populated  _ 

Not  familiar  with  the  destination  _ 

Too  expensive  _ 

Unsafe  (riots/racial  tension/high  crime  rate)  _ 

Poor  quality  of  food/water  _ _ _ 

Prefer  other  areas  _ _  •  Other  _ 


7.  Whether  you  have  visited  the  area  or  not,  please  answer  the  following 
questions  to  the  best  of  your  knowlege. 

Trinidad  &  Tobago  offers  a  wide  choice  of  vacation  activities.. 

*'  *  - 

True _ False _ Don’t  Know _ 

'  •  •  •** 

Accommodations  in  this  area  are  good.  True _ False _ Don’t  Know 

The  people  of  this  area  are  lazy  and  lackadaisical  True _ False _ Don’t  know. 

8.  Which  of  the  following  do  you  most  associate  with  Trinidad  and  Tobago? 

Rum  Oil  Calypso  Music  _  Cocoa/Coffee _ 

9.  Total  family  income  before  taxes.  A)  Under  5, GOO _  p)  $20,000  -  $2l 1,999 _ 

B)  $5,000  -  $9,000 _  F)  $25,000-129 ,999 _ 

C) $10,000  -  $lii, 999 _  G) $3 0,000  -  Over _ 

D) $l5,000  -  $19,999 _ 

10*  Age 

A)  Under  21  _  D)  30  -  3h  _  G)  50  -  59  _ 

B)  21  -  2b  _  E)  35—  39  _  H)  60  -  69  _ 

C)  25  -  29  _  F)  UO  -  U9  _  I)  70  and  over  _ 

11.  Sex:  Male  _  Female  _ 

12.  Marital  Status:  Single  _  Married _ 

SECTION  11 

Fill  in  only;  if  birdwatching  is  a  recreational  or  professional  interest  of  yours. 

1)  Have  you  ever  heard  of  the  ASA  Wright  Bird  Sanctuary  in  Trinidad?  Yes  No _ 

2)  If  ’Yes’  ....  where?  Magazine  Ad  _  From  another  person  _ 

Newspaper  Ad  Other  _ 

Radio  Ad  _ 

3)  If  you  have  seen  an  ad,  did  you  find  it  appealing? 

Very  Good  _  Good  _  Fair  Poor 

h)  Have  you  ever  visited  the  ASA  Wright  Sanctuary?  Yes  _  No 

5)  If  'Yes’,  how  would  you  rate  the  Sanctuary? 

»  • 

Very  Good  Good  Fair  Poor 

6)  Would  you  like  to  have  additional  information  on  the  Sanctuary?  Yes  No 

RETURN  QUESTIONNAIRES  TO:  Ms  Jasmin  A.  Phillip 

^.0.  Box  212 
De  Vea'ux  Campus 
3100  Lewiston  Rd. 
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THE  MONTH 


The  weather  in  December  was  seasonable  with  no  prolonged  cold  spells  and 
no  significant  snowfall  in  the  Buffalo  area  until  Christmas  dav  as  we  were  spared 
the  heavy  snows  of  the  9th  and  10th  which  fell  in  the  'snowbelt'  area  to  the  south 
of  us.  Temperatures  were  above  average  for  13  days  in  December.  The  average  tern- 
perature  for  the  period  was  30.4°  (F),  2,5°  above  normal  while  precipitation  measured 
3.50  inches,  a  departure  of  0.50  inches  above  the  norm.  Snowfall  in  the  vicinity  of 
Buffalo  measured  only  10,1  inches  for  the  month,  5*2  inches  of  which  fell  on  December 
25th.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  the  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

The  month  will  be  best  remembered  for  the  number  of  'half  hardy'  passerine 
migrants  lingering  in  our  area  as  the  mild  weather  characterizing  the  autumn  of 
1978  continued.  The  reader  is  invited  to  refer  to  the  summary  of  Christmas  bird 
counts  in  the  B.O.S.  study  area,  printed  elsewhere  in  this  issue,  for  graphic  evi¬ 
dence  of  this  phenomena.  It  can  be  illustrated  by  the  number  of  White-throated 
Sparrows  reported  on  the  annual  B.O.S.  count  on  December  17th  -  a  record  of  236 
birds,  220  of  which  were  counted  in  a  small  section  of  Buckhorn  Island  $tate  Park  on 
Grand  Islands  Dave  Freeland,  the  count  compiler,  comments  that  he  believes  this  to 
be  the  highest  total  for  this  species  in  a  Great  Lakes  region  Christmas  Count.  Also 
worthy  of  comment  here  is  the  number  of  reports  of  Eastern  Bluebird  in  western  New 
York  in  December  including  six  birds  of  this  species  seen  in  the  Town  of  Holland 
during  the  Beaver  Meadows  Christmas  Count  on  December  31st.  American  Robins  were 
also  everywhere  in  evidence  in  unusually  large  numbers. 

Interesting  observations  during  the  month  include  a  flock  of  500  Whistling 
swans  on  Chautauqua  Lake  seen  on  the  B.O.S.  trip  on  December  3rd.  Several  very  late 
Green-winged  Teal  were  discovered  wintering  in  the  vicinity  of  Goat  Island  at 
Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  during  the  last  week  of  December  by  Art  Schaffner  and  Art  Clark. 
The  Barrow's  Goldeneye,  first  reported  in  these  pages  last  month,  was  seen  by  several 
observers  in  the  upper  rapids  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  early  in  the  period  and  again 
during  the  Christmas  census.  Several  Purple  Sandpipers  and  a  Dunlin  were  also  seen 
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in  the  rocky  islets  in  the  upper  rapids  of  the  river  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario 
during  December.  An  adult  Black-headed  Gull  was  reported  by  Dave  '?re eland  in  the 
gorge  at  Niagara  Falls  on  December  2nd.  The  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  first  re¬ 
ported  in  October,  was  also  reported  from  that  vicinity  in  December.  A  note  by 
Vivian  Fitzrick  describing  a  fine  observation  of  a  pair  of  Common  Ravens  near  the 
Phillips  Creek  state  forest  in  Allegany  County,  is  printed  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 

Older  members  of  the  society  were  saddened  to  learn  of  the  death  of  Jim 
Braunberns  on  December  26th.  Jim  had  been  a  member  of  the  B.O.S.  since  1950  a^d  a 
frequent  participant  in  our  field  trips  and  other  activities  in  past  years. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  14217 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  'Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario1  (B.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent  files 
of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 


*  -  Indicates 

first  record 

for  the 

year 

F  -  Indicates 

first  record 

for  the 

migration  . 

L  -  Indicates 

last  record 

for  the 

migration 

(f)  -  Indicates 

record  from  feeding 

station 

Common  Loon 

December 

2,9 

3,3’  Niagara  Falls  Gorge 

Freeland, et  al. 

99 

3 

3  Niagara  Falls  Gorge 

Zebehazy 

ft 

3 

2  Chautauqua  Lake 

Sundell, O' Dell, 

et  al.(BOS) 

II 

9 

1  Niagara  Falls  Res. 

Fre  e  land ,  Fo  s  te  r 

91 

9 

3  Niagara  River 

O'Dell, et  al. 

ri 

9 

3  Niagara  Falls  Gorge 

0'Dell,et  al. 

ft 

10 

2  Fort  Erie,0nt. 

Andrle,et  al. 

ft 

26 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

A ndrles, Thills 

91 

29,30 

1,1  Niagara  Falls  Gorge 

Schaf f ner , Clark 

Horned  Grebe 

99 

3 

1  Mayville 

Sundell, O'Dell, 

et  al.(BOS) 

9  9 

3 

1  Dunkirk 

Sundell, O'Dell, 

e  t  al.(BOS) 

f  ? 

9 

1  Fort  Erie, Ont. 

O'Dell 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

99 

2 

1  Cuba  Lake 

Burtons 

99 

3 

2  Prendergast  Point 

Sundell, O' Dell, 

■ . 

et  al.  (BOS) 

» » 

9 

1  Niagara  Falls  Gorge 

O'Dell, et  al. 

99 

31 

2  Dunkirk  Harbor 

Rew 
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Great  Blue  Heron 

December 

20,27 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

It 

22 

1  South  Wales 

Bee 

tl 

24 

2  Queenston,  Ont, 

Wormington, 

Rid out 

It 

24 

2  Fort  Erie, Ont, 

Somme rville 

Whistling  Swan 

ft 

2 

4  Cuba  Lake 

Burtons , Jordan 

tl 

3 

500  Chautauqua  Lake 

Sund ell, 0* Dell, 
et  alo(BOS) 

'  M 

9 

85  over  Cheektowaga 

Becker , Bee 

tf 

20,22 

5  Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Somme rville 

II 

21 

4  over  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt,  Axtell 

Canada  Goose 

ft 

3,20,23 

24,18,180  Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Somme rville 

tf 

25 

16  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Gadwall 

VI 

13 

1  South  Buffalo  Harbor 

O’Dell 

ft 

26 , 30- 

5  Goat  Island 

Schaf f ner , Clark 

tl 

29, 

21  Dufferin  Is., Ont. 

Schaffner, Clark 

Fintail 

ft 

9 

1  Niagara  Falls  Gorge 

Freeland , Foster , 
et  al. 

If 

26,30 

10,29  Goat  Island 

Schaffner, Clark 

* 

tl 

30 

10  Dufferin  Is., Ont. 

Schaffner , Clark 

Green-winged  Teal 

tl 

26,30 

7,3  Goat  Island 

Schaffner , Clark 

II 

27,28 

1  Medina 

N.Krog,Moriens 

American  Wigeon 

It 

29 

91  Dufferin  Is., Ont. 

Schaffner , Clark 

Redhead 

It 

19 

5  South  Buffalo  Harbor 

O’Dell 

ft 

29 

100  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Schaffner, Clark 

Ring-necked  Duck 

It 

2 

8  Cuba  Lake 

Burtons, Jordan 

ft 

3 

10  Prendergast  Point 

Sundell, O’Dell, 
et  al  (BOS) 

• 

ft 

24 

1  -Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Andrle,et  al. 

Canvasback 

ft 

29 

3500  Niagara  River, Ont. 

Schaffner , Clark 

Greater  Scaup 

ft 

29 

3000  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Schaffner , Clark 

Lesser  Scaup 

It 

6 

1  Youngstown  • 

Schaffner 

It 

’  9 

3  Fort  Niagara 

Freeland , Foster 

Barrow* s  Goldeneye 

It 

2,9 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Freeland, et  al; 
0*Dell 

King  Eider 

ft 

2 

1  Fort  Erie , Ont • 

Freeland, et  al. 

Surf  Scoter 

tl 

2 

1  Niagara  Falls  Gorge 

Freeland, et  al. 

Black  Scoter 

VI 

9 

1  Erie  Beach,  Ont. 

O’Dell,  et  al. 

Ruddy  Duck 

ft 

2 

2. Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Freeland,  et  al, 

•  I  . 

9 

65  Niagara  Falls  Res. 

Freeland , Foster 

If 

24 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Wormington, 

Rid out 

Hooded  Merganser 

II 

2,9 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al. 

tl 

3 

200  May vi lie 

Sundell, O’Dell, 
et  al, (BOS) 

ft 

13,15,19 

1  South  Buffalo  Harbor 

O’Dell 

„  tl 

29 

1  Dufferin  Is., Ont. 

Schaffner, Clark 
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Sharp-shinned  Hawk  December  3 

6,20,21 
'■  16-27 
30 

Cooper's  Hawk  "  1,2,18,21 

3 


It 

ft 

ft 

tv 


Red -shouldered  Hawk 
Rough-legged  Hawk 


Harsh  Hawk 


American  Coot 


Killdeer 

Purple  Sandpiper 


ft 

tt 

tl 

tt 

tt 

tl 

II 

IV 

ft 

tt 

ft 


16 

17 

18 
28 
28 

2 

23 
31 

1 

31 

3 

6 

2 

2 

24 


1  Jamestown  area 
1  Belmont 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 
1  Hamburg 
1  Belmont 
1  Barcelona 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd • , Ont • 
1  Middleport 
1  Amity 

1  Willoughby , Ont • 

1  Hamburg 
1  Cuba 
1  Charlotte 
1  Alfred  area 
1  Holland 
1  Amity 

100  Chautauqua  Lake 

1  Youngstown 
1  Tonawanda 
1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 
3  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 


Sundell,et  al. 

Burtons 

Axtell 

Freeland,  et  al. 
Burtons 

Sundell, O'Dell, 
et  al.(BOS) 
Axtell 
Krogs 
Burtons 
Axtell 
Zebeha  zy 
Burton, Jordan 
Rew 
Brooks 
Becker 
Hotchkiss 
Sundell, O' Dell, 
et  al.(BOS) 
Schaffner 
Freeland 
Freeland 
Wormington, 

Rid out 


Dunlin 

ft 

9 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Freeland , Foster 

Red  Phalarope 

VI 

6 

1  Youngstown 

Schaffner 

II 

9 

1  Fort  Niagara 

Freeland , Foster 

II 

10 

1  Fort  Niagara 

Andrle ,  et  al; 

f 

»  • 

Foster , Pincelli 

Glaucous  Gull 

tl 

2,9 

2,2  Niagara  Falls  Gorge 

Freeland,  et  al. 

. 

tl 

3 

1  Sir  Adam  Beck, Ont, 

Zebehazy 

ti 

26 

7  Niagara  T?alls  Gorge 

A  ndr le  s , Thills • 

tt 

26 

2  Sir  Adam  Beck, Ont. 

A  ndrle  s , Thills 

ft 

29,30 

7,5  Niagara  Falls, Ont 

Schaffne  r, Clark 

tl 

29 

1  Sir  Adam  Beck, Ont, 

Schaffner , Clark 

Iceland  Gull 

tt 

2 

2  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Freeland 

tt 

9 

1  Niagara  Falls ,Gorge 

Freeland , Foster , 

et  al. 

, 

tt 

26 

2  Queenston,Ont. 

A ndrle s, Thills 

It 

26 

1  Sir  Adam  Beck, Ont, 

Andrles , Thills 

ft 

29,30 

4,2  Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Schaffner , Clark 

tt 

29 

2  Sir  Adam  Beck, Ont. 

Schaffner , Clark 

Great  Black-backed 

Gull 

29 

400  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Schaffner , Clark 

Herring  Gull 

ft 

30 

20,000  Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Schaffner , Clark 

Black-headed.  Gull 

ft 

2 

1  (ad.)Niagara  Falls  Gorge  Freeland 

Franklin's  Gull 

•  1 

2 

1  Niagara  Falls  Gorge 

Freeland,  et  al. 

* 

.  tt 

3L 

1  Niagara  Falls  Gorge 

Zebehazy 
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Bonaparte* s  Gull  December 

2,9 

17,000; 8000  Niagara  River 

Freeland, et  al. 

If 

29 

1500  Queenston,  Ont, 

Schaffner, Clark 

Little  Gull 

If 

•  C-  ‘ 

2,9 

1,3  Queenston, Ont, 

Freeland, et  al. 

ff 

9 

1  Niagara  Falls 

Freeland, Foster 

II 

27 

4  Niagara-on- Lake, One, 

Wormington 

'Snowy  Owl 

ft 

1 

1  Fort  Erie, Ont, 

Somme rville 

"  1 

,4,8,13 

1  Times  Beach 

0*Dell 

.. . t 

ft 

3 

1  Blasdell 

0*Dell,et  al(BOS) 

»t 

24 

1  Niagara-on- Lake , Ont • 

Wormington , Ridout 

Belted  Kingfisher 

ft 

1,24 

1,1  Fort  Erie, Ont, 

Somme rville 

n 

2 

1  Niagara  Falls  Gorge 

Freeland, et  al. 

ff 

5,6 

1  Amity  Lake 

V,  Pitzrick 

tf 

9 

1  Queenston,  Ont, 

Freeland , Foster 

ft 

28 

1  Medina 

H.Rrog, Willard 

ft 

28 

1  Water  Valley 

Zebehazy 

Red -be  Hied  Woodpecker 

,*» 

28 

2  Medina 

N • Kr og , C .Morien 

ff 

30 

2  Hamburg 

Freeland, et  al. 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

6 

1  Belmont 

Burtons 

Horned  Lark 

ff 

30 

37  Orchard  Park 

Saville,et  al. 

Common  Raven 

ff 

20 

2  Alfred 

Fitz ricks 

Tufted  Titmouse 

ff 

1-31 

1-2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

ff 

24 

2  Queenston, Ont • 

Wormington, Ridout 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

ft 

5,29 

1,1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

It 

26 

2  Wilson 

Clark, Schaffner 

ff 

26 

2  Oakland  Rural  Cem, 

Clark  , Schaffner 

ff 

30 

3  Hamburg 

Freeland, et  al. 

Mockingbird 

If 

1-31 

1  Fort  Erie, Ont, 

Sommer  ville 

tf 

1-31 

1  Orchard  Bark 

Saville 

tf 

9 

i  Sir  Adam  Beck, Ont. 

0*Dell 

ft 

10 

1  Queenston, Ont, 

Me Kale  s 

11 

28 

1  Medina 

N , Krog , C .Morien 

Gray  Catbird 

ff 

1 

1  Middleport 

H,  Krog 

ff 

2,16,28 

1  South  Wales 

Bee 

If 

16-31 

1  Rose  Hill  Rd,,0nt, 

Axtell 

Brown  Thrasher 

tf 

31 

1  Spring  Brook 

Funner 

American  Robin 

ff 

1-31 

19  Orchard  Park 

Saville 

ff 

24 

55  Niagara-on- Lake , Ont • 

Wormington',  Ij&dout 

ff 

26 

25  Queenston, Ont, 

Andrles, Thills 

If 

30 

47  Hamburg 

Freeland, et  al. 

tl 

31- 

85  Canadawav  Creak, N.S. 

Rew 

M 

31 

22+  Fort  Erie, Ont, 

Somme rvi  He 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet" 

5,28,29 

2,1,4  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

23 

4  Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

ft 

30 

1  Hamburg 

Freeland , Part- 

ridge 
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Cedar  Waxwing  December  1-31 

93 

Orchard  Park 

Saville 

ft 

3 

75 

Pendleton 

Me  Kales 

tf 

7 

75 

Belmont 

Burtons 

It 

9 

250 

Holland 

Becker 

•  • 

25 

60 

Middleport 

Krogs 

IV 

30 

79 

Hamburg 

Freeland, et  al. 

Northern  Shrike 

tf 

5,10,19 

1,1,1  Amity  Lake 

Pi tz ricks 

•  I 

6,19,26 

1,1,1  Depew 

Barbers 

11 

10,16 

1,1 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Rew 

11 

15 

1  Cheektowaga 

Freeland 

H 

19 

1 

Fort  Erie, Ont, 

Axtell 

It 

26 

1 

Middleport 

Krogs 

It 

27 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

VI 

24 

4  Niagara-on- Lake, Ont. 

Wormington , Ridoui 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

11 

16 

1 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Rew 

* 

It 

28 

6 

Water  Valley 

Zebehazy 

II 

30 

4  Hamburg 

Freeland, et  al. 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

It 

15 

1  Cheektowaga 

Schwartz 

It 

24 

1 

Eggertsville 

Me  Kales 

II 

31 

10 

Amherst 

Fessler 

Rusty*  Blackbird 

ft 

24 

2 

Niagara-on- Lake , Ont • 

Wormington 

Common  Grackle 

•  1 

1-18 

1  Eggertsville 

McKales 

It 

6-31 

1 

Cheektowaga 

Schwartz 

It 

10 

1 

Middleport 

Krogs 

II 

30 

1 

Hamburg 

Freeland, et  al. 

It 

31 

1 

Canadaway  Creek  N.S. 

Rew 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

It 

1-31 

10-20 

Cheektowaga 

Schwartz 

It 

16 

1 

Rose  Hill  Rd,,0nt. 

Axtell 

tf 

23-25 

12  Eggertsville 

McKales 

Evening  Grosbeak 

ft 

1-31 

2-3  Amity 

V,  Pitzrick 

7, 

11,24,26,31 

4,2,10,3,2  Belmont 

Burtons 

fl 

20 

2 

Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

Axtell 

M 

23,35 

13,35 

Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

ft 

27 

1 

Holland 

Becker 

ft 

30 

3 

Hamburg 

F  reeland, et  alc 

tf 

30 

7 

Orchard  Park 

Saville 

Purple  Finch 

•t 

1 

2 

Amity 

V,  Pitzrick 

ft 

6-28 

1-2 

Belmont 

Burtons 

it 

14-1? 

3 

Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

Axtell 

ft 

23 

13 

Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

House  Finch 

it 

1-31 

15-20 

Cheektowaga 

Schwartz ; 

Schaffner 

ft 

1-31 

20-32 

Eggertsville 

McKales 

ft 

1-31 

4-13 

Eggertsville 

Hulls 

ft 

2,4,19 

4 

Snyder 

OeKleine 

ft 

3 

3 

Alfred  area 

Brooks, Smith 

it 

1  3-28 

1-6 

Belmont 

Burtons 

ti 

12-31 

1-4 

North  Buffalo 

G.D,  Smith 

Pine  Siskin 

ft 

10 

1 

Middleport 

N.  Krog 
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White- crowned  Sparrow  December 

1-31 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

White-throated  Sparrow  ” 

1-31  ' 

2-10 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

II 

1-31 

6 

Orchard  Park 

Saville 

II 

3 

1 

.Alfred  area 

Brooks 

ft 

9-10 

1 

Elma 

Forsberg 

9,11,21, 

22,28 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

II 

14-31 

6-13  Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt, 

Axtell 

If 

30 

9 

Hamburg 

Freeland ,  et  al . 

.Swamp  Sparrow  ” 

26 

1 

Wilson 

Clark, Schaff ner 

Lapland  Long;  spur  " 

3 

1 

Westfield 

Sundell, 0*Dell, 
*et  al,  ( BOS) ; 
Andrle,et  al. 

•  I 

26 

17 

Porter 

Schaff ner, Clark 

II 

30 

2 

Orchard  Park 

Saville,  et  al. 

Snow  Bunting  ” 

3 

10 

Barcelona 

Sundell, 0*De  11, 
et  al  (BOS) 

n 

3:,-w 

-•12 

Westfield 

.  i  <  **  ‘ 

Sundell, O'Dell, 
et  al  (BOS); 
Andrle,  et  al. 

11 

4 

East  Aurora 

Bee 

Species, subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  «  272 
Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue  ..•'•...c',.,.  1 
Total  for  year  •  0  •  •  •  .  •  „  .  .  e  .  *  •  273 


Noteworthy  Records  -  .Addenda 


1  '  •  • 

1971 

Monk  Parakeet 

June 

1 

4 

1 

Scio 

Pitzrick 

* 

1977 

Glossy  Ibis 

Oct, 

23 

1 

Tifft  Farm 

Leverett 

Black-headed  Gull 

Nov. 

26 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont, 

Wilcove  . 

1978 

Harlequin  Duck 

Feb. 

18-25 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Barker, Benton, 

Pine  Grosbeak 

Feb. 

27 

1 

Elma 

Feisb&rg 
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Volume  45,  Number  1 

ORGfi  NIZ.A  TION  A  CTIVITIES 

Report  of  the  50th  Anniversary  B.O,S,  Christmas  Bird  Count 
'  '  compiled  by  Davi  d  B,  Freeland 

<  Our  Golden  Anniversary  Christmas  Count  was,  fittingly,  the  occasion,  for 
a  record-setting  performance.  More  individual  birds  were  seen  —  147,656  in  the 
15-mile-diameter  Buffalo  circle  centered  on  Grand  Island  than  on  any  previous  Count, 
For  this  feat,  we  can  thank  five  factors: 

•  A  warm  autumn,  contributing  to  many  birds  surviving  and  lingering  in 
the  area  later  than  normal; 

•  A  high  number  of  participating  observers,  57 »  second  only  to  the  58 
observers  turned  out  in  1949* 

•  Better  area  coverage,  evidenced  by  the  21  parties  afield,  tying  1967 
in  that  regard  (not  coincidentally,  1967  was  also  the  year  of  the 
•previous  high  mark  for  individual  birds  —  140,532); 

-Diligent  effort  by  the  participants  in  covering  their  assigned  areas; 
and,  most  important  to  the  high  number  of  individuals  ,,, 

*  »  f  *  »  »  *  1 

•  A  record  count  of  Starlings  (98,842,  or  67  percent  of  the  total  birds 
seen  on  this  Count),  thanks  especially  to  a  Peace  Bridge  roost  count 
of  approximately  75»000  and  a  North  Grand  Island  Bridge  roost  count  of 
about  14,000,  each  censused  from  both  ends  of  the  bridge  at  first  light* 

The  81  species  (plus  one  additional  race,  as  both  Horned  Lark  .  forms  were 
observed)  tied  1976  as  the  third  most  varied  Count  in  our  history.  Only  1969*s 
90  species  and  1963* s  86  surpassed  this  figure, 

A  first-winter  Thayer's  Gull,  drake  Barrow's  Goldeneye  and  female  King 
Eider  at  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario;  a  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  at  Beaver  Island  State  Park; 
both  species  of  swan  on  a  Count  for  the  first  time  ever  (Mute  at  Porter  Avenue, 
Buffalo,  and  5  Whistling  at  the  southern  end  of  Grand  Island);  Gray  Catbird  at  Fort 
Erie;  and  4  Dunlins  at  Niagara  Falls,  New  York,  were  the  outstanding  species  recorder." 

New  Count  highs  were  recorded  for  Rock  Dove,  Belted  Kingfisher,  American 
Robin,  Cedar  Waxwing,  House  Finch  and  White- throated  Sparrow  as  well  as  for  Sturnus- 
vulgaris. 


The  236  White-throated  Sparrows  included  an  extraordinary  count  of  220 
in  a  small  portion  of  Buckhorn  Island  State  Park,  believed  to  be  the  highest  count 
ever  made  on  a  Great  Lakes  region  Christmas  Count,  The  observers  were  sure  their 
total  was,  if  anything,  conservative  since  White-throats  below  tree-top  or  bush-top 
level  could  not.  be  accurately  counted. 
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Volume  45,  Number  1  -"Organization  Activities"  cont. 

Report  of  the  50th  Anniversary  B.O.S.  Christmas  ’Bird  Count,  cont. 

Particularly  low  numbers  were  noted  for  Qldsquaw,  Common  Merganser,  Screech 
Owl,  White-breasted  Nuthatch,  Golden-crowned  Kinglet,  Cardinal  and  Tree  Sparrow . 

Most  noteworthy  "miss"  was  White-winged  Scoter,  absent  for  only  the  second  year  sinc^ 
1958. 

.  ,  '  •  4  t  . 

Two  parties  of  observers  working  the  Niagara  f?alls  Gorge  were  disappointed 
to  miss  the  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  preseht  there  for  two  months  and  seen  both  the 
day  before  and  the  day  after  the  Count.  Other  species  seen  in  the  count  area  dur¬ 
ing  the  December  14-20  count  period  but  not  on  count  day  were  Snowy  Owl,  Eastern 
Meadowlark  and  Evening  Grosbeak, 


Niagara  Falls,  New  York  participants  were  unsuccessful  in  locating  a  report¬ 
ed  Nashville  Warbler,  trapped  since  October  inside  the  tourist-oriented  "indoor" 
Winter  Garden,  Apparently  its  supply  of  insects  ran  out  among  the  trees  and  other 
plants "growing  within  the  glass-enclosed  structure.  Actually,  the  compiler  is  in- 
debtecWto  this  "miss"  as  it  spared  him  the  problem  of  how  to  deal  with  this  partially 
restrained  species  in-reporting  the  Count’s  official  results, 

1  Participants  also  provided  extra  detail  on  genus  Aythya  ducks  for  a  Nation¬ 
al  Audubon  Society-assisted  research  study  being  conducted  by  William  C.  Alexander 
of  Clemson  University,  On  behalf  of  the  researchers,  a  special  thanks  goes  out  to 
all  Buffalo  Count  participants. 

More  details  of  interest  can  be  found  in  the  statistics  which  follow.  In 
the  species  account,  letters  in  parentheses  indicate  territories  where  the  birds 
were  observed,  in  cases  where  three  or  fewer  territories  reported  them. 

Date :  December  17,  1978. 

■Area :  Centering  on  Grand  Island,  including  both  branches  of  the  Niagara 

River  and  adjacent  territory,  from  the  Gorge  below  the  Falls  to 
Fort  Erie  and  Buffalo. 


Weather:  Mostly  cloudy  with  intermittent  snow  showers  all  day.  Temperatures 

ranged  from  25  to  38  degrees  Fahrenheit, '  and  winds  were  out  of  the 
West-Northwest  at  a  numbing,  telescope- jiggling  10  to  40  miles  per 
hour.  Inland  waters  were  mostly  frozen,  and  snow  cover  amounted  to 
one  inch  by  day’s  end. 

^Coverage:  Fifty-seven  observers  in  21  parties  made  observations  from  500  a.m. 

to  500  p.m.  Party-hours  were  181  (81  on  foot  and  100  by  car),  and 
party-miles  were  1079  (88  on  foot  and  1011  by  car). 


Volume  45,  Number  1  -"Organization  Activities"  cont,  "~ 

Report  of  the  50th  Anniversary  B.O.S.  Christmas  Bird, Count,  cont. 

Territories  and  Observers  (leaders  underlined): 

,p  ■  • 

A.  Canada:  Rainbow  Bridge  south  to  Welland  River  and  Niagara  River  west  to 
M.C.R.R.,  Portage  Road  and  area  boundary.  Richard  Byron,  Marcya  Foster, 

James  Gregory,  Arthur  Partridge,  Thomas  Pincelli.  4 5  species;  16,599 
individuals.  • 

B.  Canada:  Welland  River  south  to,  Black  Creek  and  Niagara  River  west  to  Queen 
Elizabeth  Way  and  area  boundary.  Paul  Sieracki,  Phillis  Boltox,  Robert  Klips, 
James  Sieracki,  24  species;  2602  individuals. 

C.  Canada:  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  west  to  area  boundary  and  wouth  to  Bowen  Road, 
Carolyn  Frank,  Audrey  Horbett,  Belle  Minsley.  18  species;  774  individuals. 

D.  Canada:  Black  Creek  south  to  Peace  Bridge  and  Niagara  River  west  to  Queen 
Elizabeth  Way.  Frances  Rew,  Patricia  Andrle,  Robert  Andrle,  Denys  Gardiner, 
Ralph  Gardiner,  Ronald  Gardiner,  Clare  Henderson,  Pauline  Schwartz,  Robert 
Schwartz.  37  species;  63,532  individuals. 

E.  Canada:  Bowen  Road  south  to  area  boundary  and  east- to  Queen  Elizabeth  Way 
and  Niagara  River.  Harold  Axtell,  Robert  Somme rville,  36  species;  1933 
individuals. 

F.  Niagara  Falls:  Porter  Road,  Hyde  Fark  Boulevard,  Pine  Avenue  and  Main  Street 
south  to  Niagara  River,  including- Goat  and  Ca7/uga  Islands,  and  east  to  Mili¬ 
tary  Road.  Karen  Renning,  Peggy  Daniels,  Arthur  Schaffner,  William  Vaughan. 

35  species;  18,673  individuals, 

G.  North  Tonawand.a:  Military  Road  southeast  to  N.Y,  State  Barge  Canal  and 
Niagara  River  northeast  to  area  boundary.  Marie  Wend ling,  Pamelia  Amey, 

Maxine  Barber,  Wavel  Barber,  Esther  Becker,  Marion  Bee.  24  species  plus 
one  additional  race;  1829  individuals. 

H.  Tonawanda:  Sheridan  Drive  north  to  N.Y.  State  Barge  Canal  and  Niagara  River 
east  to  area  boundary.  Harold  late hell,  Brian  Lewandowski,  Gerald  Rising, 

24  species;  946  individuals . . 

r  -  r 

J.  Buffalo:  Sheridan  Drive  east  and  south  to  area  boundary,  west  to  Niagara 
River,  David  Freeland,  Carol  Brown,  Chris  Brown,  Miriam  ICLepfer,  George 
Smith,  Joseph  Thill,  Michael  Zebehazy.  40  species;  21,490  individuals. 

K.  Grand  Island:  West  of  Stony  Point  Road,  north  of  Huth  and  Long  Roads  to 
Niagara  River.  Edward  Fessler,  Robert  Schrader.  23  species;  4768  individuals. 
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Report  of  the  50th  Anniversary  B.O.S,  Christmas  Bird  Count, cont. 

i". , .  \ 

L.  Grand  Island:  ,Huth  and  Long  Roads  south  to  Whitehaven  Road,  and  Stony 
Point  Road  west  to  Niagara  River.  Douglas  Happ,  Joseph  Ghosen.  21  species; 
1363  individuals. 

M,  Grand  Island:  East  of  Stony  Point  Road  and  north  of  Whitehaven  Road  to 
Niagara  River.  William  Burch,  Lincoln  Nutting.  24  species}  741  individuals. 

N.  Grand  Island:  Whitehaven  Road  south  to  Love  Road  and  Baseline  Road  west  to 
Niagara  River.  Robert  Brock,  Kyle  Brock,  Anthony  Messina.  24  species;  1391 
individuals, 

O.  Grand  Island:  Whitehaven  Road  south  to  Love  Road  and  Baseline  Road  east  to 
Niagara  River.  Robert  Wagner.  28  species;  1302  individuals. 

P,  Grand  Island:  Love  Road  south  to  Spaulding  Road  from  the  East  Branch  to  the 
West  Branch  of  the  Niagara  River.  William  Bognacki,  Richard  Christensen, 

24  species;  2650  individuals, 

Q,  Grand  Island:  South  of  Spaulding  Road  to  Niagara  River.  Alice  Me Kale , 
Willard  Me Kale,  41  species;  7063  individuals. 


Species  Account: 


Common  Loon 

1 

(A) 

Horned  Grebe 

1 

(G) 

Low. 

.  T 

Great  Blue  Heron 

.  2 

(d,q) 

Mute  Swan 

1 

(J) 

Second 

time  ever {first  was  in  1967. 

Whistling  Swan 

5 

(P.Q) 

Fourth 

time  ever. 

Canada  Goose 

123 

High. 

Mallard 

881 

Black  Duck 

198 

Low,  but  stable. 

Gadwall 

55 

• .  >  .1. 

Fintail 

16 

Low. 

Green-winged  Teal 

9 

(F) 

High,  ' 

American  Wigeon 

144 

(A,F) 

Lowest 

since  1973* 

Wood  Duck  l  .>•. 

2 

(C,M) 

Second 

time  since  1967* 

Redhead 

128 

Canvasback 

4060 

Greater  Scaup 

3012 

Lesser  Scaup 

11 

(A  ,  Q) 

Lowe  st 

since  1973. 

Common  Goldeneye 

4669 

Second 

highest  since  1970. 

Barrow's  Gpldeneye 

1 

(A) 

Second 

time  ever;  first  was  in  1959 

Buffi©  head  -< 

1242 

Old squaw 

2 

(D,Q) 

Lowe  st 

since  1968 

King  Eider 

1 

(A) 

First  : 

since  1973* 

Surf  Scoter 

4 

(A,D) 
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Report  of  the  50th  Anniversary  B.O.S.  Christmas  Bird  Count,  cont. 


Species  Account,  cont. 


Black  Scoter 

5 

(E,J) 

Hooded  Merganser 

11 

(A.B.M) 

Second  highest  since  1962. < 

Common  Merganser 

1806 

Second  lowest  since  1955 • 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

39 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

2 

(E,P) 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

85 

High. 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

6 

Marsh  Hawk 

4 

(C,D) 

Highest  since  1957. 

American  Kestrel 

25 

Continuing  low. 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

.  38 

(F,J) 

Dunlin 

4 

(F) 

Second  time  ever; first  was  in  1975* 

Glaucous  Gull 

7 

(A) 

Iceland  Gull 

2 

.  (A ) 

Great-Black-backed  Gull 

283 

Second  highest  ever;  highest  -  370 

(1976). 

Herring  Gull 

16,241 

Thayer’s  Gull 

1 

(A) 

Second  time  ever; first  was  in  1974. 

Ring-billed  Gull 

3973 

Highest  since  1973. 

Bonaparte  *  s  Gull 

5464 

Highest  since  1967. 

Little  Gull 

3 

(A) 

Second  highest,  ever;  highest  —  5 

(1967) ? second  time  since  1971* 

gull,  sp. 

342 

Rock  Dove 

1536 

Record ; previous  high  —  588  (  1976) 

Mourning  Dove 

143 

Continuing  high. 

Screech  Owl 

2 

(B,P) 

Lowest  since  1965. 

Great  Horned  Owl 

5 

Short-eared  Ctal 

7 

(G,L,M) 

owl , sp . 

1 

Belted  Kingfisher 

7 

Ties  record ;previous  high  -  7  (1976) 

Common  Flicker' 

l4 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

8 

Continuing  low. 

Downy  Woodpecker 

47 

Continuing  low. 

Horned  Lark  (alpestris) 

1 

(0) 

Horned  Lark  (praticola) 

1 

(G) 

Blue  Jay 

I83 

Common  Crow 

200 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

119 

Second  lowest  since  1964, 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

11 

Lowest  since  1958. 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

4 

(G,J) 

Brown  Creeper 

10 

Winter  Wren 

1 

(H) 

Mockingbird 

1 

(c) 

Grav  Catbird 

1 

(E) 

Fourth  time  ever. 

American  Robin 

73 

Record ; previous  high  -  43  (1976) 
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Report  of  the  50th  Anniversary  B.O.S,  Christmas  Bird  Count,  cont. 
Species  Account,  cont. 


Golden-crowned.  Kinglet 

3 

(D) 

Tied  lowest  since  1948, 

Ruby- crowned  Kinglet 

1 

(Q) 

Seventh  time  ever. 

Cedar  Waxwing 

143 

Record {previous  high  -  105  (1969)* 

Northern  Shrike 

2 

(D,E) 

Starling 

98,842 

Record {previous  high  -  85,000,(1967, 

House  Sparrow 

"  2482 

' 

Highest  since  1966, 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

3 

(E,H) 

Common  Crackle 

4 

(D,E,0) 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

73 

(C.E.J) 

Cardinal 

119 

Lowest  since  1967 ♦ 

Purple  Finch 

3 

(E) 

House  Finch 

10 

(J) 

Record;  previous  high  -  2  (1976, 

1977)?  third  time  ever. 

American  Goldfinch 

98 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

154 

Highest  since  1971* 

Tree  Sparrow 

167 

Lowest  since  1957. 

White-throated  Sparrow 

236 

Record {previous  high  -  82  (1971) • 

Swamp  Sparrow 

4 

(E,Q) 

Tied  highest  since  1969 • 

Song  Sparrow 

18 

Snow  Bunting 

10 

(D) 

Totals : 

147,656 

individuals 

(record;  previous  high  -  140,532  ir 

196?) 

81  species,  plus  one  additional  race  (tied  third 

highest  ever) 

The  compiler  thanks  all  of  the  participants  for  their  record-breaking 
effort.  Without  your  full  cooperation,  the  Golden  Anniversary  Christmas  Count 
could  not  have  been  a  success. 


60  Haymarket  Square,  East  Amherst,  N.Y,  14051 
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1978  CHRISTMAS  COUNTS  IN,  THE.  B. 0.5.  STUDY  AREA 


On  the  following  pages  we  present  the  results  of  seven  Christmas  Bird ' 
Counts  taken  within  the  geographic  boundaries  of  the  B.O.S.  study  area  between 
December  17th,  1978  and  December  31st,  1978.  The  editor  is  indebted  to  Dr.  Robert 
Andrle,  Regional  Editor  of  the  Christmas  Bird  Count  of  the  National  Audubon  Society 
for  New  York  State,  for  providing  count  data  for  publication  at  this  time. 


Table  #1 
Date ; 


St.  Bona venture 
12-16-78 


Scio 

12-30-78 


Beaver  Meadow 
12-31-78 


Pied-B.  Grebe 

2 

D.cr.  Cormorant 

1 

Gr .  Blue  Hebron 

4 

Mallard 

12 

Black -Duck 

10 

Goshawk  r  '• 

2 

Sharp-sh,  Hawk 

2 

Cooper's  Hawk 

3 

3 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

2 

2 

Rough- leg.  Hawk 

American  Kestrel 

4 

5 

Ruffed  Grouse 

4 

Turkey 

6 

Killdeer 

1 

Rock  Dove 

122 

1 — 1 

C\2 

O- 

Screech  Owl 

1 

Great  Horned  Owl 

. 

Barred  Owl 

1 

Belted  Kingfisher 

3 

4 

Common  flicker 

2 

Pileated  Wdpkr. 

2 

Red-bellied  Wdpke • 

1 

Hairy  Wdpkr • 

1 

8 

Downy  Wdpkr. 

7 

41 

Horned  Lark; 

(E.a.  alpestris) 

6 

Blue  Jay 

65 

432 

Common  Crow 

40 

280 

Black-c.  Chickadee 

135 

264 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

9 

31 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

39 

5 

Brown  Creeper 

8 

3 

Mockingbird 

2 

American  Robin 

Eastern  Bluebird 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

Cedar  Waxwing 

34 

15 

1 


3 

19 

2 

6 

15 


464 

1 

4 

4 

6 

5 

1 

10 

45 


504 

702 

337 

26 

3 

3 

3 

6 


2 

58 
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Table  #1  (cont,) 

St •  Bona venture 

Sc.io 

Beaver  Meadow 

Date  s 

12-16-78 

12-30-78 

12-31-78 

Northern  Shrike 

1 

:6 

Starling 

236 

330 

1803 

House  Sparrow 

77 

640 

1528 

E.  Meadowlark 

2 

Red-w,  Blackbird 

4 

1 

Brown-h,  Cowbird 

10 

7 

8 

Cardinal 

12 

38 

35 

Evening  Grosbeak 

21 

350 

200 

Fine  Grosbeak 

1 

Purple  Finch 

1 

65 

17 

House  Finch 

64 

Common  Redpoll 

Pine  Siskin 

1 

5 

Amer,  Goldfinch 

2 

66 

70 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

72 

136 

68 

Tree  Sparrow 

81 

162 

56 

White-cr,  Sparrow 

i 

1 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

15 

13 

Song  Sparrow 

1 

5 

3 

Total  Species 

31 

41 

44 

Total  Individuals 

1,011 

3,806 

7,533 

TABLE  #2 

Grand  Island 

Hamburg-  EoAur  ora 

Oak  Orchard 

Jamestoxm 

Date : 

12-17-78 

12-30-78 

12-28-78 

12-17-78 

Common  Loon 

1 

Horned  Grebe 

1 

Gr,  Blue  Heron 

2 

3 

1 

Mute  Swan 

1 

■•/hist ling  Swan 

5 

2 

Canada  Goose 

123 

2600 

56 

Mallard 

881 

51 

200 

,1 77 

Black  Duck 

198 

90 

17 

Gadwall 

55 

1 

6 

Pintail 

16 

1 

Green-w,  Teal 

9 

1 

American  Wigeon 

144 

Wood  Duck 

2 

6 

Redhead 

128 

Canvasback 

4060 
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Table  #2  (cont.) 

Grand  Island 

Hamburg-E * A ur ora 

Oak  Orchard 

Jamestown 

Date  5 

12-17-78 

12-30-78 

■  12-28-78  • 

12-17-78 

Greater  Scaup 

3012 

Lesser  Scaup 

11 

Common  Goldeneye 

4669 

28 

4 

Barrow* s  Goldeneye 

1 

Buf fie head 

1242 

1 

4 

Old squaw 

2 

•  . 

King  Eider 

1 

Surf  Scoter 

4 

Black  Scoter 

5 

Ruddy  Duck 

1 

Hooded  Merganser 

11 

1 

9 

Common  Merganser 

1806 

2 

6 

Red-br.  Merganser 

39 

1 

Sha  rp- sh •  Hawk 

2 

4 

,  4 

1 

Cooper's  Hawk 

3 

1  . 

4 

Red- tailed  Hawk 

85 

32 

68: 

6 

Rough-leg .  Hawk 

6 

11 

Marsh  Hawk 

4 

3 

American  Kestrel 

25 

15 

35 

5 

Ruffed  Grouse 

6 

4 

8 

Ring-n.  Pheasant 

38 

9 

7 

1 

Turkey 

1 

1 

American  Coot 

3 

Killdeer 

2 

Common  Snipe 

4 

Dunlin 

4 

Glaucous  Gull 

■•-7 

Iceland  Gull 

‘  2 

Gr.  Black-b,  Gull 

283 

8 

Herring  Gull 

16,241 

73 

2 

2 

Thayer's  Gull 

1 

Ring-b .  Gull 

3,973 

27 

5 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

5,464 

3 

Little  Gull 

3 

Rock  Dove 

1,536 

856 

154 

188 

Mourning  Dove 

143 

736 

279 

166 

Screech  Cwl 

2 

2 

Great  Horned.  Owl 

5 

1 

2 

1 

Barred  Cwl 

1 

1 

1 

Short-eared  Cwl 

7 

1 

Belted  Kingfisher 

7 

4 

2 

2 

Common  Flicker 

14 

16 

21 

1 

Pileated  Wdpkr* 

1 

16  - 
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Table  #2  (cont.) 

Grand  Island 

Hamburg-E,  Aurora 

Oak  Orchard 

Jamestown 

Date : 

12-17-78 

12-30-78 

12-28-78  ! 

12-17-78 

Red-bellied  Wdpkr  • 

3 

12 

Red-headed  Wdpkr, 

1 

Hairy  Wdpkr. 

8 

36 

13 

18 

Downy  Wdpkr, 

4  7 

129 

40 

43 

Horned  Lark: 

...  T 

(E.a,  alpestris) 

1 

6 

(E.a,  -^Vaticola) 

1 

..  -37 

131 

Blue  Jay 

183 

691 

174 

147 

Common  Crow 

200 

886 

53 

60 

Black-c ,  Chickadee 

119 

700 

155 

324 

Tufted  Titmouse 

4 

3 

White-br,  Nuthatch 

11 

69 

30 

44 

Red-br,  Nuthatch 

4 

17 

3 

Brown  Creeper 

10 

8 

9 

5 

Winter  Wren 

1 

.  • 

Mockingbird 

1 

2 

1 

Gray  Catbird 

1 

1 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

American  Robin 

73 

192 

87 

8 

Hermit  Thrush 

1 

Eastern  Bluebird 

2 

Golden-cr,  Kinglet 

3 

4 

1 

Ruby-c  r ,  ICingle  t 

1 

Cedar  Waxwing 

143 

1,3x6 

6  7 

167 

Northern  Shrike 

2 

5 

9 

Starling 

98,842 

4,736 

1,949 

585 

House  Sparrow 

2,482 

2,947 

2,121 

727 

E.  Meadowlark 

4 

2 

Red-w,  Blackbird 

3 

2 

2 

Common  Grackle 

4 

1 

3 

2 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

73 

•  -  65 

1 

Cardinal 

119 

213 

50 

154 

Evening  Grosbeak 

99 

44 

9 

Purple  Finch 

3 

10 

House  Finch 

'  ’10 

8 

138 

Amer,  Goldfinch 

98 

377 

168 

174 

.Rufous-s,  Towhee 

2 

1 

Savannah  Sparrow 

1  •*;’ "* 

1 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

154 

366 

83 

298 

Tree  Sparrow 

,16? 

404 

592 

252 

Field  Sparrow 

2 

5 

Wh.-cr,  Sparrow 

4 

Wh,-thr.  Sparrow 

236 

65 

8 

35 
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Table  #2  (cont.) 

Grand  Island 

Hamburg-E.  Aurora 

Oak  Orchard 

Jamestown 

Date 

12-17-78 

12-30-78 

12-28-78 

12-17-78 

Swamp  Sparrow 

4 

1 

7 

4 

Song  Sparrow 

18 

25 

33 

28 

Lapland  Long spur 

Snow  Bunting 

10 

2 

325 

902- 

116 

Total  Species 

81 

66 

57 

57 

Total  Individuals 

14 7,656 

15,716 

10,255 

4039 

B.O.S.  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 

DECEMBER  3  —  Nine  hardy  souls  braved  the  elements  and  ventured  forth  to 
Chautauqua  County  to  witness  the  waterfowl  build-up  at  shore  points  and  on'  Lake 
Chautauqua.  To  the  distress  of  all,  Lake  Erie  gave  little  to  view,  save  a  Cooper *s 
Hawk.  However,  at  Mayville,  Lake  Chautauqua  became  the  stage  as  hundreds  of  Whist¬ 
ling  Swans  and  Hooded  Mergansers  performed  to  the  splashing  of  rain  and  the  slapping 
of  wiper  blades,  for  the  delight  of  the  dining  birders,  A  Snowy  Cwl  at  Blasdell  was 
a  welcome  addition  to  the  list,  which  totaled  32  species. 

—  Bob  Sundell  &  Grace  O'Dell 


NOTES 

A  Note  From  The  Treasurer 

For  all  members  who  issed  the  meeting  of  January  24th,  1979 »  it  was 
noted  that  the  Society  has  received  a  number  of  donations  in  memory  of  the  late 
James  Braunberns,  a  member  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  since  1950,  who 
passed  away  on  December  26th,  1978.  After  a  discussion  from  the  floor,  it  was 
unanimously  decided  that  the  Bernard  Nathan  Memorial  Fund  which  has  remained  in¬ 
active  for  a  number  of  years,  should  be  renamed  'The  Memorial  Fund*  to  accommodate 
all  memorial  gifts  such  as  thosereceived  by  the  Society  in  Jim  Braunberns  memory, 
and  the  specific  purpose  of  this  fund  will  be  decided  by  the  B.O.S.  Council. 


The  Eastern  Bluebird  in  New  York  State 

The  endangered  Species  Unit  of  the  Department  of  Environmental  Conserva¬ 
tion  of  New  York  State  is  presently  attempting  to  collect  information  on  the  Eastern 
Bluebird  in  this  state.  Members  and  friends  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society 
are  requested  to  assist  the  DEC  in  its  effort  to  determine  the  status  of  this  specie 
by  cooperating  in  a  project  to  gather  nesting  data.  It  is  hoped  that  this  data  will 
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,-f  . 

give  a  more  accurate  idea  of  population  fluctuations  than  would  be  available  from 
a  literature  search  alone ,  If  you  maintain  a  bluebird  nest  box  trail  or  if  you 
know  of  anyone  who  maintains  such  a  trail,  their  name  and  address  would  be  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  unit.  If  you  maintain  such  a  trail,  or  have  in  the  pa  st,  the 
unit  would  appreciate  knowing  the  number  of  houses  erected  and  the  occupancy  rate 
for  each  year.  Any  other  data  or  comments  you  may  have  concerning  this  species 
would  be  most  welcome.  Address  all  replies  to: 

Alan  Hicks 

Endangered  Species  Unit 

New  York  State  Department  of  Environmental 

Conservation  . 

Wildlife  Resources  Center 
Delmar,  New  York  12054 


•  An  Observation  of  the  Common  Raven  Near  Alfred 

On  December  20,  1978  at  1:00  p.m.,  my  husband  and  I  were  driving  up  the 
hill  toward  Alfhed  on  Route  244  nearing  the  junction  with  Stuck  Hill  Road  •  Near 
the  entrance  to  the  parking  lot  of  the  Phillips  Creek  State  Forest  were  two  large 
bird sV circling  low  back  and  forth  above  the  highway  like  hawks,  with  much  wing- 
tippings  The  long  wings  were  held  flat  —  horizontal  to  the  body,  not  angled  up¬ 
ward  like  the  Turkey  Vulture.  The  birds  were  slightly  larger  than  Rough-legged 
Hawks,  but  all  black,  and  much  larger  than  crows.  As  we  neared,  they  crossed  the 
road  in  front  of  the  car  to  soar  round  and  round  over  the  open  field  on  our  right. 

We  stopped  and  I  stepped  out  to  stand  beside  the  car,  better  to  watch  id.th  my  7  x  50 
binoculars.  After  circling  to  within  100  feet  from  me,  the  better  to  look  me  over, 
they  gradually  worked  their  way  down  the  hill,  over  a  row  of  50-foot  trees  and  back 
to  my  right  over  the  road,  continuously  circling  about  50  to  75  feet  above  the 
ground  until  they  moved  out  of  sight  behind  a  stand  of  conifers  on  my  right.  Both 
had  fairly  long  wings  and  very  long  tails,  the  tails  ending  in  a  pointed  wedge 
shape.  It  was  cloudy  but  the  light  was  good,  especially  with  a  three  inch  snow  co¬ 
ver.  During  the  two  or  three  minutes  of  observation,  I  heard  no  call  and  was  con¬ 
centrating  so  hard  on  the  long  tails  that  I  failed  to  study  the  bills.  One  bird 
was  slightly  smaller  than  the  other,  but  because  of  the  huge  size  of  both,  the  all 
black  color  and  the  wedge-shaped  tails,  we  are  sure  these  were  two  Common  Ravens. 
Doctor  Clarence  Klingensmith  reported  a  Common  Raven  in  an  area  not  far  from  this 
location  October , 28th,  this  year. 

,  '  v*  « 

My  husband  and  I  are  very  familiar  with  this  species,  hav  ing  seen  it  in 
Quebec,  the  Yukon  Territory  and  British  Columbia, Canada,  and  nearly  every  day  near 
College,  Alaska,  during  our  two  summers  spent  there  attending  summer  school  in 
1965  and  *68. 

Consulted  the  evening  of  the  sighting  were  Birds  of  North  America  by 
Robbins  et  al,  and  Ffe ter son, Field  Guide . . .(eastern) .This  is  written  December  26, 

1978  from  notes  taken  immediately  after  the  sighting  the  same  day. 

_  -  -  Vivian  Mills  Pitzrick 

(Reprinted  from  Allegany  County  Bird  Club  News,  Vol.  XIII  :1  (1979) 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  noted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  through  June,  inclusive,  in  the  Society’s 
clubrooms  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science, 

May  9th s  "Paradise  Losing" 

",,,.it  would  not  be  rash  to  say  that 
ere  another  century  has  elapsed  but  few 
native  species  will  remain," 

This  prediction  in  1890  of  British  ornithologist 
Scott  B,  Wilson,  will  be  brought  into  perspective  as  our  speak¬ 
er,  B.O.S,  vice  president  Dave  Freeland,  shares  with  us  his  re¬ 
cent  trip  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  Dave,  who  is  also  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society  add  a  member  of  several 
other  ornithological  organizations,  has  to  his  credit  many 
fine  articles  and  notes  in  several  periodicals.  There  ;  were 
once  ?0  species  and  races  of  birds  found  no  where  else  on 
earth  inhabiting  the  islands  of  Hawaii,  Mow,  one-third  of 
these  are  thought  to  be  extinct.  As  Hawaii  is  second  only 
to  the  Mascarene  Islands  of  the  Indian  Ocean  for  losing  na¬ 
tive  birds,  none  of  us  will  want  to  miss  this  most  interest¬ 
ing  slide  presentation  of  our  newest  state  whose  flora  and 
fauna  are  critically  endangered. 

May  23rd s  Committee  Night,  The  chairpersons  of  the  committees  that 

organize  and  carry  out  the  activities  of  the  Buffalo  Ornith¬ 
ological  Society  will  be  present  to  explain  the  functions  of 
their  respective  committees  to  interested  members.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  we  have  obtained  an  excellent  color  film,  "Grouse 
Country",  28  minutes  in  length,  depicting  the  biology  of 
several  species  of  North- American  grouse  with  good  footage 
of  the  courting  rituals  of  this  most  interesting  bird  family. 

This  film  is  a  new  release  of  the  Filmakers  Library  from  their 
’The  Nature  of  Things’  series. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

May  27tht  Field  trip  down  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie,,, "The  Whimbrel 

Trip?"  Co-leaders,  Art  Schaffner  (tel,  894-8302)  and  Mike 
Zebehazy  (tel  668-0351)*  We  will  meet  at  7:00  a,m.  at  the 
Vermont  &  Busti  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge,  7:15  at  the 
first  parking  lot  south  of  the  Peace  Bridge  on  the  Canadian 
side  of  the  Niagara  River. 
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PROGRAM  -  COUNTS 

May  20th s  May  Count.  Compilers,  John  &  Mary  Forness  (tel,  372-9468 

at  Cuba),  Call  the  compilers  to  obtain  further  informa¬ 
tion  or  to  volunteer  your  help  in  covering  one  of  the  28 
B.O.S.j Sections  for  this  important  annual  count. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  da3r  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compiler,  Ur,  David  Freeland,  60  Haymarket  Square, 

East  Amherst,  New  York  14051. 

Please  notify  the  treasurer,  Ms,  Peggy  Daniels  at 
18  Concord  Drive,  Buffalo,  New  York  14215 

Available  at  fifty  cents  per  cooy  from  the  treasurer. 

$5.00  per  year,  payable  to  the  treasurer. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  14217 


This  issue  of  The  Prothonotary  was  printed  with  the  cooperation, of  the  Department 
of  Biology  of  the  State  University  College  at  Buffalo. 
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Bird  records  from  the  'Noteworthy  Records'  section  of  The  Prothonotary  and  the 
B.O.S.  bird  counts  requiring:  written  verification  according;  to  the  Date  Guide 
to  Birds  of  Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  (B.O.S.  1976)  are  included  in 
this  index. 

SPECIES  PAGE  SPECIES  (cont.)  PAGE 


Sparrow,  White-thr . 

121,134 

Stork,  Wood 

148 

Swan,  Mute 

132,148,193 

Swan,  Whistling 

98 , 119 

Tern,  Foster's 

108 

Thrush,  Swainson's 

178 

Thrush,  Varied 

4 

Turnstone,  Ruddy 

133 

Warbler,  Blackpoll 

104,120 

Warbler ,  Cape  May 

120 

Warbler,  Connecticut 

152 

Warbler,  Orange-cr. 

196 

Warbler,  Pine 

84 

Warbler,  Prairie 

120,134,165 

Warbler,  Yellow- rump 

120,134,135 

Warbler,  Worm-e. 

6 

Waxwing ,  Bohemian 

4,44 

Yrlllowthroat ,  Common 

135 

CONTRIBUTORS 


Bluebird ,  Eastern 

4,6 

Bobwhite 

119,133 

Duck,  Harlequin 

9 

Egret,  Great 

79 

Egret,  Snow'/’ 

79,98 

Falcon,  Peregrine 

6,82 
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THE  MONTH 

1979  began  with  an  unseasonably  warm  New  Year*s  Day  followed  by  17  days 
of  cold  and  snowy  weather ; !  there,  were  several  heavy  snow  storms  south  of  Buffalo 
early  in  the  month  and  a  tempehatiire  of  -20°  (F)  recorded  in  southern  Erie  County 
on  January  11th.  However,  a  warming  trend  during  the  last  ten  days  of  the  month 
caused  leads  of  open  water-crowded  with  ducks-  to  appear  in  ice  bound  Buffalo 
Harbor.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month  was  20.5°(F),  -3»2°  below  aver¬ 
age.  Precipitation  measured  5*43  inches,  2,53  inches  above  normal  with  snowfall 
at  Buffalo  measuring;  42, 6  inches  during  January.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded 
at  Greater  Buffalo  International  -Airport.).  ,  <• 

In  spite  of  the  onset  of  severe  winter  weather,  the  most  noteworthy 
ornithological  event  in  January  was  the  persistence  of  large  numbers  of  passerines 
of  more  austral  affinity  wintering  in  our  study  area,  White'-throated  Sparrows 
were  reported  from  all  sections.  On  January  7th,  Bob  Andrle  counted  70  White- 
throats  in  one  flock  on  the  Cattaraugus  Indian  Reservation  and  30  more  at  Evangola 
State  Park.  Other  birds  wintering  in  unusual  numbers  were  the  Common  Flicker  and 
the  American  Robin,  Conversely,  no  major  flight  of  winter  finches  had  occurred 
bv  the  end  of  January. 

Other  interesting  records  during  January  included  a  wintering  flock  of 
up  to  80  Canada  Geese  seen  on  Lake  Erie  near  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara  River  by 
several  observers  during  the  last  week  of  the  month,  A  Common  Raven,  probably 
one  of  the  birds  reported  in  December,  was  again  observed  at  Phillips  Creek  Con¬ 
servation  Area  in  the  Town  of  Ward  in  Allegany  County  by  Anne  Klingensmith  on  the 
5th.  Finally,  Dave  Freeland  reported  an  immature  male  Goshawk  from  a  most  unlike¬ 
ly  location,  haunting  feeders  on  Troy-Del  Way  in  suburban  Amherst  in  morthern  Erie 
County  in  late  January  where  it  was  observed  taking  Rock  Doves. 


Joseph  F.  Thill,  %  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  14217 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to  the  "Date  Guide  to_Birds  of  Vie  stern  New  York  and 
Adjacent  Ontario*  (B.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  ther  permanent 
files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 
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Other  species  reported;  Mallard,  Black  Duck,  Canvasback,  Greater  Scaup,  Common 
Goldeneye,  Bufflehead,  Old squaw,  Common  Merganser,  Red-breasted  Merganser,  Red¬ 
tailed  Hawk,  Ruffed  Grouse,  Ring-necked  Pheasant,  Turkey,  Herring  Gull,  Ring-billed 
Gull,  Bonaparte’s  Gull,  Rock  Dove,  I  burning  Dove,  Screech  Cwl,  Great  Horned  Owl, 
Pileatecl  TToodpecker,  Hairy  Hood  pecker ,  Downy  Hood  pecker ,  Blue  Jay,  Common  Crow, 
Black-capped  Chickadee,  1  Ahite-breasted  Nuthatch,  Starling,  House  Sparrow,  American 
Goldfinch,  Dark-eyed  Junco,  Tree  Sparrow, 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  month  *•••••••• •••••96 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES  t 

Retbf’-b  of  the  N,Y,  State  Federation  of  Bird  Clubs  Haterfowl  Count 

f  1 " 

compiled  by  Alan  Reckhow 

Following  is  the  result  of  the  annual  Hate rf owl  Count  for  region  #1  of 
the  New  York  State  Federation  of  Bird  Clubs,  The  Kingbird  will  publish  the  state¬ 
wide  count  at  a  later  date. 


Dates  included  January  6  -  January  14,  with  January  7  the  target  date, 
Bpecies  Number  Comment 
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Hood  Duck 

4 

(P) 

Redhead 

51 

Canvasback 

1038 

Greater  Scaup 

1783 

Common  Goldeneye 

4755 

Barrow's  Goldeneye 

1 

(J) 

Bufflehead 

301 

Old  Squaw 

13 

(CAD) 
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average 
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average 

average 

average 
low  average 


-  29  - 


Volume  45,  Number  2-Organization  Activities"  cont. 

Reprint  of  N.Y.S. Federation  of  Bird  Clubs  Waterfowl  Count,cont. 

Most  of  the  inland  swamps,  lakes,  ponds  and  streams  were  frozen  over  as 
well  as  lake  Erie,  However  there  were  some  open  leads  in  the  lake  through  loose 
ice.  Dunkirk  Harbor,  of  course,  i^as  open. 

The  following  observers  took  part  in  the  count: 

A-  Lake  Ontario  -  Pt.  Breeze  to  Olcott 
B-  lake  Ontario  -  Olcott  to  Ft.  Niagara'  ‘ 

C-  Ft..  Niagara  to  Gorge  at  Falls 
D-  Niagara- on- the-Lake  to  gorge  at  Falls 
E-  Buffalo  North  Harbor  to  Goat  Island 
F-  Ft.  Erie  to  Canadian  Falls 
G-  Grand  Island 

H-  Lake  Erie  -  South  Buffalo  Harbor  to  Silver  Creek, 

I-  Silver  Creek  to  Penn  Line 
J-  Jamestown  Area  - 

K-  Olean  -  Salamanca  Area 
L-  Allegany  Co.  Area 
M-  Batavia  Area 
N-  Oak  Orchard  &  Tona,  Gi'jA 
0-  Iroquois  Nat.  Wildlife  Refuge 
P-  Williamsville  Area 
Q-  Delaware  Park,  Forest  Lawn,  Zoo 

Hany  thanks  to  all  who  participated  in  this  count. 

1570  Colvin  Blvd-.  Kenmore,  N.Y.  14223 
B.O.S.  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 

JANUARY  7  —  Sixteen  carloads  of  Buffalo,  Pittsburgh  and  Southern  Tier 
birders  kicked  off  the  1979  BOS  field  trip  schedule  with  a  Niagara  River  mission. 
The  cold  and  snowy  weather  in  store  for  the  50  adventurers  was  unpleasant,  but  by 
no  means  the  worst  King  Winter  could  offer  in  this  area.  We  checked  open  water 
from  Fort  Erie  to  Niagara  Falls,  but  ducks  and  gulls  —  everything,  in  fact  — 
amounted  to  quite  small  numbers.  Two  Red-tailed  Hawks  were  in  evidence,  and  riders 
in  about  half  the  column  got  to  see  a  lone  Northern  Shrike.  A  scan  of  usual  above- 
the  falls  vieitfing  areas,  hampered  somewhat  by  automobile  maneuvering  needs  and  re¬ 
duced  parking  opportunities,  turned  up  a  Hooded  Merganser:  and  first-year  Iceland 
Gull.”  The  Gorge  was  perhaps  90-percent  ice-covered,  but  harbored  some  ducks  and 
gulls,  including  six  Glaucous  Gulls  in  three  plumages.  Nine  American  Robins  and  24 
Cedar  Waxwings  gave  us  good  views  as  they  hungrily  attacked  the  copiously  fruited 
trees  at  the  golf  course  north  of  the  Whirlpool.  At  the  Sir  Adam  Beck  Station, 
three  more  Glaucous  and  an  Iceland  Gull  were  among  the  fair  number  of  Herrings  and 
a  few  Ring-bills.  As  we  watched,  two  more  robins  flew  by  and  a  Mockingbird  rose 
from  the  vines  below  us.  Continuing  to  Queenston,  we  found  a  fair  group  of  Bona- 


-  Robert  Wagner 

-  Ed  Fessler 

-  War j  ^rank 

-  H.Axtellf  R. Gardiner 

-  A.Reckhow  A  J. Thill 

-  David  Freeland 
-,  Harold  Mitchell 

-  Bob  &.  Pat  Andrle 

-  Frances  Rew 

-  Bob  Sundell  A  Dave  Gagne 

-  Steve  Eaton 

-  Lou  Burton 

-  Gail  Seamans  &  Max  Mason 

-  John  Worse 

-  John  Morse 

-  Marie  &  Margaret  Wendling 

-  Cynthia  Millard 
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parte* s  lulls  but,  alas,  no  Little  Gulls.  '  Doggedly,  all  (?)  hands  made  it  to 
Tiagara— on— the— Lake  to  view  a  few  Oldsquaws,  and  an  odd  (make  that  verv  odd), 
immature  Greater  (mostlv)  Scaup,  featuring  a  verv  curious  flat  head  which  surely 
cast  doubt  upon  its  full  ancestry.  The  day's  list  totaled  37  species. 

—  Dick  Byron  &  Harold  Axtell 


JANUARY  28  —  A  rather  mild  winter  day  greeted  35  birders,  including  a 
dozen  cars  of  Genesee  Ornithological  Society  comrades,  for  the  -Lower  Niagara  River 
trip.  Steady  field  work  turned  up  45  species, .although  efforts  to  see  Ye 1 low- 
rump  ed  Warbler  and  Short-eared  Owls  on  Grand  Island  proved  unsuccessful.  Among  the  ' 
Bonaparte  s  Gulls  at  fort  Niagara  were  two  adult  and  two  rarer  immature  Little 
Gulls,  providing  outstanding  views  and  comparisons.  A.  stop  at  Oakland  Rural  Ceme¬ 
tery  revealed  5  Pine  Siskins  and  a  Great  Horned  Cwl.  Not  a  single  gull  (is  that 
possible?)  was  at  the  Sir  Adam  Beck  Power  Station  site,  but  7  Glaucous  Gulls  were 
seen  at  Niagara  falls.  Earlier,  a  lone  Glaucous  was  spotted  by  Rochester*s  Gordon 
.•  eade  across  the  river  at  Niagara— on— the  Lake.  A  Mute  Swan  rested  on  the  ice  off 
the  water  level ^control  gate  upstream  from  the  Canadian  Falls.  A  stop  behind  the 
Niagara  Falls  (N.Y.)  Airport  turned  up  a  big  female  Snowy  Owl,  and  2  Northern 
Shrikes  were  noted  on  Grand  Island,  one  of  them  practically  tailless. 

--  Dave  Freeland  &  Warren  Lloyd 


A  North  American  Directory  to  Bird  Programs 

A  North  American  directory  of  programs  available  to  amateur  bird  watchers 
is  presently  being  organized  at  the  Cornell  Laboratory  of  Ornithology.  The  direct- 
appear  as  a  major  chapter  in  a  coming  book  on  bird  watching  to  be  publish¬ 
ed  by  Charles  Scribner’s  Sons.  The  intent  of  the  directory  is  to  identify  bird  re- 

, . arc „  an  e  uca  ,lona  programs  in  the  U.S,  and  Canada  which  welcome  participa¬ 
tion  from  non-professionals,  ^  ^ 

or  100=1  °f  aPPf°Priate  programs  include  research  projects  such  as  state 

or  local^ checklist  projects,  censuses  of  colonial  water  birds,  surveys  of  particu- 

1  r  species  (such  as  declining  species),  hawk  migration  watches  and  organized  nest- 
box  projects  for  birds  such  as  bluebirds.  Ornithology  courses  for  amateurs  and 
museum  s  u  y  s  in  collections  available  to  the  public  are  appropriate  entries. 

Local  field  trip  programs  will  not  be  included. 

of  the  nroYotPtaalewPrWeutS  Sh°uld  have  Professional  input  into  the  organization 
of  the  project  and  should  have  an  anticipated  life  of  at  least  several  years.  Con- 

mrdnnZ?eort0hrTtSUOhYf  ?ornell's  Nest  Reoorb  Card  Fhogram  and  the  Christmas 

be  duplicated  aMtle  Meal  “W  S°°iety'  ^  already  described  and  »^d  ™>t 

elude  it  i  LtAYMW"  an  aPproPriato  local  or  statewide  program  and  want  to  in- 
it  m  the  directory,  please  obtain  the  appropriate  forms  by  writing: 


Dr.  Stephen  W.  Kress 
BIRD  PROGRAM  DIRECTORY 
Cornell  Laboratory  of  Ornithology 
159  Sapsucker  Woods  Road 
Ithaca,  New  York  14850 
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Bird  Programs  Available  to  Amateur  Participants 


NA ME  OF  PROGRAM:  - 

SPONSOR:  .  •  ■  •  . , : 

GEOGRAPHICAL  AREA  WHERE  PROGRAM  IS  CONDUCTED: 
AIDS  (objectives  of  the  program): 

WHAT  PARTICIPANTS  CAN  DO  (activities  offered)': 


QUALIFICATIONS: 

,  •  T  *  '■  '•  r- 

*'**  ’i  ' 

SPECIAL  NOTES  (if  anv): 

CONTACT: 

(complete  name  and  address  to 
which  participants  can  respond) 


NAME  OF  PROGRAM:  '  ,  ... 

SPONSOR:  * ;;  ..  ,  .  '--f 

GEOGRAPHICAL  AREA  T /HERE . PROGRAM  IS  CONDUCTED:  ■ 
AIMS  (objectives  of  the  program): 

WHAT  PARTICIPANTS  CAN  DO  (activities'  offered) :  ~ 


QUALIFICATIONS: 


SPECIAL  NOTES  (if  any): 

CONTACT: 

(complete  name  and  address  to 
which  participants  can  respond) 


Return  completed  forms  to:  Dr.  Stephen  W.  Kress,'  BIRD  PROGRAM  DIRECTORY, 

Cornell  Laboratory  of  Ornithology,  159  Sapsucker  Woods  Rd ,, Ithaca ,N.Y. 14850 
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PROG  RAF  -  IIEETINGS 

•  i  ;  •  . 

Unless  otherwise  noted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  through  June,  inclusive,  in  the;  Society* s 
club  rooms  at  the  puffalo  Fuseum  of  Science, 

June  13th:  Picnic  meeting  at  Old  Fort  Erie,  Fort  Erie,  Ontario  at 

6*30  p.m,  Brins  your  picnic  supper.  There  will  be  a  ;y 

report  on  the  Fay  Bird  Count. 

Have  a  pleasant  summer! 

NOTE:  Our  first  meeting  in  the  fall  will  be  the  annual  mem¬ 
bers  night  on  September  12th  when  everyone  is  encouraged  to 
share  his  or  her  summer  birding  experiences  with  the  other 
members.  Photographs,  slides  or  moving  pictures  of  your 
ornithological  adventures  will  be__ most  welcome! 

PROGRAF  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

June  24th s  Field  trip  to  .Allegany  County ... "Hot  Spots  of  the  Southern 

Tier."  Co-leaders,  Doris  Burton  (tel.  268-514 7,  Belmont)' 
and  Peggy  Daniels  (tel.  832-1683).  We  will  meet  at  7:00  a.m. 
at  the  Farm  &  Home  Center  parking  lot,  behind  Town  Hall  at 
intersection  of  South  Grove  &  Lain  Streets,  East  Aurora, 
for  car-pooling  to  an  Allegany  County  rendezvous. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler,  Fr.  David  Freeland,  60  Haymarket  Square,  East 
Amherst,  N.Y.  14051. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS?  Please  notify  the  treasurer,  Fs,  Peggy  Daniels  .at 

18  Concord  Drive,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215. 

PACK’  ISSUES;  Available  at  fifty  cents  per  copy  from  the  treasurer. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  35.00  per  year,  payable  to""  the  treasurer • 

EDITOR;  Joseph  F,  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  14217 


This  issue  of  The  Prothonotary  was  printed  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Department 
of  Biology  of  the  State  University  College  at  Buffalo. 
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THE  MONTH 

The  second  month  of  1977  Had  the  unpleasant'  (li^t^rMltorpn  of  being,  the 
coldest  February  in  the  annals  of  record  keeping  by  the  local  weather  bureau. 

The  average  temperature  for  the  month  was  14.9°  (F),  a  departure  of  -9.5° 
from  the  norm  with  record  lows  of  -10° (F)  and  -11° (f)  recorded  at  the  Greater 
Buffalo  Airport  on  February  12th  and  17th,  respectively.  On  the  12th,  a 
temperature  reading  of  -38° (F)  was  recorded  at  Sine lairvi lie  in  Chautauqua 
County  with  a  temperature  of  -28° (F)  at  Colden  in  Erie  County  on  the  17th.  By 
February  14th,  a  record  six  day  period  of  sub-zero  temperature  was  estab¬ 
lished  (followed  by  a  brief  respite  of  one  day  in  which  a  high  of  9°(f)  was 
recorded!)  Three  more  days  of  below  zero  temperature  readings  followed  until 
the  weather  moderated  on  February  19th.  The  month  ended  on  a  mild,  sunny  note 
after  a  storm  on  the  25th  dumped  up  to  three  feet  of  new  snow  in  the  ' snowbelt’ 
area  south  of  buffalo.  Precipitation  in  February  measured  2.03  inches  at 
Buffalo,  a  departure  of  -0.52  inches  from  the  norm  with  new  snow  accumulation 
measuring  nine  inches.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo 
International  Airport.) 

The  severe  cold  not  withstanding,  February  1979  will  long  be  re¬ 
membered  as  the  month  of  the  Great  Gray  Owl  invasion  of  southeastern  Canada, 
(with  the  notable  exception  of  the  Niagara  Peninsula  of  southern  Ontario)  and 
of  the  northeastern  United  States.  The  Great  Gray  Owl  is  the  largest  North 
American  owl  in  dimensions  if  not  in  weight  and  a  bird  of  the  remote  fastness 
of  the  boreal  forests  of  northern  Ontario,  Quebec,  Alberta,  Manitoba,  and 
Saskatchewan  to  the  limit  if  trees  in  Canada.  An  occasional  bird  has  wandered 
southward  in  recent  years  and  a  fortunate  few  bird-watchers  have  added  it  to 
their  life  lists.  Nothing  in  recent  years,  however,  would  give  any  indication 
of  a  flight  of  the  massive  proportions  of  the  one  in  the  winter  of  1978-79* 

In  addition  to  numerous  reports  of  owls  throughut  southeastern  Canada,  observers 


■S--r 

Y ■  *4853 
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in  the  northeastern  United  States  reported  birds  in  record  numbers  including  29 
confirmed  sightings  of  this  owl  in  New  York  State’s  eastern  and  northern 
counties  by  the  end  of  February.  Seven  Great  Gray  Owls  were  found  dead, 
apparently  from  starvation,  near  Kingston,  Ontario.  As  reports  of  several 
of  these  owls  being  seen  as  near  as  Toronto  were  received,  local  bird-watchers 
became  thrilled  at  the  prospect  of  adding  this  species  to  their  life  lists. 

On  February  10th,  B.O.S.  members  Dick  Byron  and  Jim  Gregory  drove  to  the  Con¬ 
servation  Area  at  Clairville,  Ontario  where  they  saw  the  Great  Gray  Owl 
which  had  been  reported  from  that  location  by  Toronto  bird-watchers  earlier. 
This  bird  was  also  seen  on  February  11th  when  Marcya  Foster  and  three  others 
drove  to  Clairville.  In  the  meantime,  Byron  and  Gregory  had  driven  to 
Amherst  Island  on  the  northeast  end  of  lake  Ontario  near  Kingston  where  a 
population  explosion  of  Microtus  voles  had  attracted  literally  dozens  of 
raptors,  both  hawks  and  owls,  including  a  Hawk  Owl,  two  Great  Gray  Owls  and 
33  Snowy  Owls!  They  were  joined  at  this  location  by  Foster's  party  later 
that  day.  Hois  birding  expedition  was  conducted  in  temperatures  ranging 
down  to  -33° (F) !  On  the  following  weekend,  on  February  17th,  a  second  party 
of  Buffalo  bird-watchers  motored  to  Clairville  hoping  to  emulate  the  success 
of  Byron  and  Foster  et.  al.  in  the  previous  week.  This  group,  led  by  Fran 
Few  and  Dave  Freeland,  trudged  through  deep  snow  at  the  Conservation  Area  in 
-10° (F)  temperature  hoping  for  a  glimpse  of  a  Great  Gray  Owl.  They  were 
disappointed  but  in  spite  of  the  numbing  cold,  carried  on  to  Port  Hope  on 
Lake  Ontario  north  of  Toronto  where  other  owls  had  been  seen.  Here,  their 
persistence  was  rewarded  with  views  of  two  remarkably  tame  Great  Gray 
Owls  perched  only  a  few  feet  from  their  vehicles,  one  flying  to  a  tree 
directly  overhead.  On  the  triumphant  return  home,  frosting  was  added  to 
the  cake  with  a  stop  at  Bronte,  between  Toronto  and  Hamilton  on  Lake  Ontario, 
where  three  wintering  Whooping  Swans  were  seen  in  the  company  of  a  Whistling 
Swan  and  a  Mute  Swan. 

locally,  the  remarkable  wintering  population  of  American  Robins  con¬ 
tinued  to  hold  observers  interest  in  February.  Elsewhere  in  these  pages,  Doug 
Happ  describes  the  movement  of  one  flock  of  over  100  of  these  birds  between 
orchards  on  the  lake  Ontario  shore  of  Niagara  County.  Reports  of  smaller 
flocks,  mostly  from  orchards  and  bushy,  overgrown  swales,  were  received  from 
all  parts  of  the  study  area. 

This  issue  of  The  Pro thonotary  is  the  last  to  be  produced  by  the 
present  editor.  Effective  immediately,  the  editorship  passes  to  the  capable 
hands  of  Thomas  IQonowski.  All  material  for  publication  should  henceforth  be 
submitted  to  Tom  at  his  address  listed  on  the  last  page  of  this  issue.  The 
present  editor  relinquishes  his  post  with  regret  after  publishing  130  issues 
of  this  newsletter  since  July  1st,  1968*  The  editorship  was  a  most  pleasant 
and  instructive  experience  for  me  and  I  wish  to  publicly  acknowledge  and  thank 
all  of  the  contributors  who  were  so  generous  in  answering  my  requests  for 
material  for  publication. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  14217 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable, 
detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  'Date  Guide  to  Birds  of 
Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  1 '  (B.O.S.'  1976)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in- the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 


L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 
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BIRD  BANDING  AT  LIMESTONE,  N.Y.  IN  1978  n  „  . 

— - — — - - - — 1 - - — ----- —  by  Regina  Van  Scoy 


This  report  summarizes  the  bird  banding  activities  for  1978  on  our 
private  refuge  of  9  acres.  Since  this  is  my  first  report  I  will  also  give  a 
description  of  the  property  and  the  changes  that  we  have  made  since  acquiring 
it  in  1975- 


The  property  is  situated  in  an  east-west  valley,  elevation  approximately 
1470  feet,  at  42*00"  latitude  and  78’ 30"  longitude.  It  is  approximately  1  mile 
east  of  Limestone,  on  Nichols  Run  Road, ,  Township  of  Carrollton,  Cattaraugus 
County,  New  York  State.  The  mailing  address  is  RD  "T  Box  153,  Limestone,  New 
York  14753. 


-  3*9  - 


Volume  45,  Number  5- "Bird  Banding "( con* t, ) 

We  purchased  the  house  and  property  in  February  of  1975  •  The  land 
is  situated  on  a  gently  sloping  hillside.  Approximately  half  the  property 
is  in  second  growth  woodland  with  Quaking  Aspen,  Bigtooth  Aspen,  Black  Cherry, 
Musclewood,  Serviceberry,  and  Red  Maple  the  dominant  species.  There  is  a  heavy 
understory  of  Red  Maple  which  in  all  probability  will  become  the  dominant  species 
as  the  Aspen  dies  off.  There  are  also  many  old  apple  trees  in  the  woods  which 
provide  abundant  food  for  the  deer  and  birds.  In  1975  there  was  only  one  conifer 
on  the  property, . a  large  White  Pine,.-  located  on  one  end  of  the  woods.  The  other 
half  of  the  property  consists  of  two  open- fields  which  are  surrounded  by  and  have 
a  hedgerow  in  between.  The  fields  are.  predominately  goldenrod  with  the  hedgerows 
consisting  of  Staghorn  .Sumac ,  Quaking  Aspen,  Black  Cherry,  Red  Maple,  Serviceberry, 
Wild  Raisin,  Tartarian  Honeysuckle  and  other  species  of  trees  and  shrubs.  There 
is  a  large  and  deep  rocky  stream  that  forms  the  lower  boundary  of  the  property 
and  it  has  never  run  dry*  There  are  also  intermittent  streams  that  flow  in 
spring  and  during  wet  weather.  Previously  the  land  was  in  agricultural  use 
(pasture,  orchard,  hay  fields)  but  is  now  reverting  to  woodland. 

Since  1975  we  have  planted  many  trees  and  shrubs  on  the  property 

with  the  intention  of  providing  both  food  and  cover  for  birds  and  other 

animals.  We  have  especially  planted  many  Conifers  since  conifers  and  winter 

cover  was  the  one:  thing  the  property  lacked.  In  1975  we  obtained  two  Wildlife 

Habitat  Improvement  packets  from  the  Hew  York  State  Department  of  Environmental 
Conservation  which  consisted  of  200  plants  of  the  following  species  -  Silky 
Dogwood,  Autumn  Olive,  Tartarian  Honeysuckle,  Highbush  Cranberry,  White  Pine, 
Austrian  Pine,  and  Norway  Spruce.  The  conifers  were  used  to  provide  clumps  of 
cover  and  the  shrubs  were  planted  to  provide  travel  lanes  through  the  fields. 

In  1976,  1977,  and  1978  additional  plantings  of  White  Spruce,  White  Fir,  Fraiser 
Fir,  Douglas  Fir,  Balsam  Fir,  Scots  Pine,  and  Hemlock  were  made.  We  have  also 
planted  several  hundred  shrubs  for  wildlife  food,  cover,  and  also  for  ornamental 
purposes.  A  small  orchard  of  dwarf  fruit  trees  was  also  planted  during  this 
time.  Some  of  the  trees  and  shrubs  -have  Obtained  sufficient  size  to  be  of  use 
to  wildlife.  The  : Autumn  Olive  produced  a  bumper  crop  of- berries  in  1978  and  a 
few  of  the  conifers  are  being  used  for  nesting  sites.  As  the  plantings  increase 
in  size  we  expect  them  to  exert  an  even  greater  influence.  We  have  plans  for 
many  more  plantings  and  hopefully  we  will  be  able  to  build  a  small  pond.  We 
have  used  many  books  as  well  as  our  own  observations  and  personal  preferences 
as  a  guide  in  planting  to  increase  the  value  of  our  property  for  wildlife. 

We  maintain  year  round  feeders  and  also  maintain  a  total  of  46  nest 
boxes  on  the  refuge.  The  boxes  a.re  designed'  for  many  species  and  have  been 
placed  both  in  the  fields  and  in  the  woods.  We  have  had  many  successful  Tree 
Swallow,  Eastern  Bluebird,  and  House  Wren  nestings.  -In  1978  a  White-breasted 
Nuthatch  nested  in  a  "Hairy  Woodpecker"  box  and  successfully  reared  7  young 
which  were  later  brought  to  our  feeder. 

In  February  df  1978  I  applied  for  a  Master  Bird  Banding  Permit  from 
the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service.  I  had  been  working  with  a  veteran  bander, 
Donald  Clark  of  Farmersville  Station,  New  York,  and  through  him  became  very 
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interested  in  the  banding  program.  I  was  issued  my  federal  license  in  April - 
of  1978  and  my  state  license  in  June.  I  began  banding  on  September  2,  1978. 

Banding  was  conducted  on  29  days  with  a  total  of  157  birds  of  14  species 
banded.  This  fall  my  banding  activities  were  somewhat  limited  due  to  a  graduate 
Avian  Biology  course  I  was  taking  at  St.  Bonaventure  University  taught  by 
Dr.  Stephen  W.  Eaton.  However,  this  course  will  certainly  help  me  to  be  a 
better  bander  in  the  future. 

Only  43  o.f  the  birds  banded  were  caught  in  nets  with  114  caught  in 
Potter  Traps.  I  am  still  in  the  process  of . finding  the  best  areas  to  set  up 
nets.  Hie  areas  I  thought  would  be  productive  proved  very  unproductive.  I 
feel  these  first  few  months  are  a  poor  indcator  of  how  successful  the  refuge  will 
be  as  a  banding  site.  Since  the  refuge  is  in  an  east-west  valley  the  major  thrust 
of  migration  does  not  occur  here  and  the  refuge  will  probably  be  most  productive 
in  breeding  and  wintering  bird  studies.  However,  permission  has  been  obtained 
to  band  in  an  area  adjacent  to  Tunungwant  Creek,  which  runs  north  and  south  and 
drains  into,  the  Allegheny  Hiver.  A  major  migratory  path  is  located  here'  and 
large  numbers  of  warblers  and  thrushes  are  noted  in  spring  and  fall.  Since  it 
is  very  close  to  our  property  we  hope  to  do  some  banding  in  this  area  in  spring 
and  fall. 

Both  my  husband,  James,  and  I  have  been  active  in  the  Cattaraugus 
County  Bird  Club.  I  am  editor  of  the  newsletter  and  was  president  of  the  club 
in  1978  and  again  in  1979*  James,  is  membership  chairman  of  the  club.  We  have 
led  many  field  trips  and  one  trip  was  held  on  our  refuge.  Monthly  feeder  and 
sight  reports  we  well  as  banding  reports  are  sent  to  Vivian  Pitzrick,  regional 
editor  for  the  Kingbird  published  by  the  N.Y.S.  Federation  of  Bird  Clubs  and 
through  her  to  American  Birds.  We  have  participated  in  all  Buffalo  Ornithological 
Society  Bird  Counts,  and  in  the  St.  Bonaventure  Christmas  Count.  We  also  conducted 
the  Vandalia  Breeding  Bird  Survey  for  the  second  year,  lies ting  records  were 
submitted  to  the  llest-Record  Card  Program  at  the  Laboratory  of  Ornithology, 

Cornell  University. 

Bird  Banding  1978 

Limestone, New  York 

Summary  of  1978  Banding  Totals  by  .Species; 


Blue  Jay  58 
Black-capped  Chickadee  11 
White-breasted  Nuthatch  1 
Eastern  Bluebird  4 
Cedar  Waxwing  2 
Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler  8 
House  Sparrow  1 
Cardinal  1 
American  Goldfinch  7 
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Bark-eyed  (Slate-colored)  Junco  45 
Tree  Sparrow  13 
Chipping  Sparrow  1 
White- throated  Sparrow  3 
Song  Sparrow  ‘2 


157  Total  Birds  Banded  of'  14  Species  at  Limestone,  New  Y0rk. 

Banding  Repeats  and  Returns  in  1978 

The  following  birds  were  trapped  less  tha  90  days  (repeats)  or  more 
than  90  days  (returns)  after  they  were  banded.  Since  banding  began  on  2  September 
1978  there  was  very  little  time  during  which  returns  could  occur. 


Suedes  "  Banded 

Pie-peat  3 

Returns 

rr  Birds 

Repeats 

#  Birds  3-  Returns 

Blue  Jay  58 

3 

4 

ri 

1  '  1 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

11 

■  4 

4 

House  Sparrow  1 

1 

1 

Bark-eyed  Junco  45 

7 

7 

Tree  Sparrow  13 

5 

6 

Recoveries  and  Foreign 

Re traps 

There  were  no  recoveries  or  foreign  retraps  in  1978. 
Bistribution  of  Banding  Totals  by  Families 


Family 


%  of  total  of  157  Birds  Banded 


Corvidae 
Pari da e 
Sittidae 
Turdidae 
Bomby c i 1 1 i da e 
Parulidae 
Ploceidae 
Fringillidae 

Bummary  of  Banding  Operations 

Number  of  Bays  Banded 
Number  of  Bays  Netted 
Number  of  Birds  Net  Banded 
Total  Number  of  Net  Hours 


36.95 

7.00 

.63 

2.54 

1.27 

5.09 

.63 

45.85 


29. 

16 

43 

347 


Average  #  of  Nets  3 .62 
Birds/lOO  Net  Hours  12.39 


27  5  Potter  Traps  -  single  cell 

114  Birds/lOO  Trap  Hours  12.81 

890 


Number  of  Bays  Trapped 
Number  of  Birds  Trap  Banded 
Total  Number  of  Trap  Hours 
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Injuries,  Deformities  or  Abnormalities  Noted  on  Banded  Birds 

Only  four  birds  were  found  to  have  injuries  and/or  abnormalities. 

Most  notable  was  a  bark-eyed  Junco,  caught  in  a  mist  net,  that  had  its*  entire 
external  auditory  meatus  extruding  from  each  ear  canal.  They  appeared  to  be 
filled  with  air  and  as  the  bird  was  turned  during  removal  from  the  net  they 
either  inflated  or  deflated.  After  removal  from  the  net  they  were  deflated 
and  were  pulled  back  into  the  ear  canal.  The  same  abnormality  (bark-eyed  Junco 
/1500-83089)  was  observed  by  Elizabeth  ¥.  Brooks  at  her. banding  station  on  27 
October  1978.  A  paper  describing  both  occurrences  has  been  submitted  for 
publication. 

1510-97004  Chipping  Sparrow  09-10-78  Left  Leg  -  Center  toe  had  a  knob  on  the 
end  with  a  small  nail.  Hallux  was  short  and  had  a  knob  on  the  end 
with  .no  nail . 

1510-97016  bark-eyed  bunco  10-24-78  External  auditory  meatus  found  extruding 
from  each  ear  canal. 

1241-24012  House  Sparrow  11-04-78  A  female  with  abnormal  coloring.  The  bird 
was  a  uniform  cream-blonde  color  with  pink  legs  and  bill.  It  has 
been  observed  many  times  since  banding. 

852-21027  Blue  bay  11-18-73  Right  leg  -  had  a  small  lump  (possible  scar 
tissue  from  healed  injury)  on  outside  on  tarsometa tarsus. 

R.b.  -fl,  Box  153,  Limestone,  N.Y.  14753 

ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 

B.O.S.  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 

FEBRUARY  25  —  Nine  birders  rendezvoused  at  Old  Fort  Niagara  for  some 
cold-weather  birding.  We  started  by  looking  out  over  the  Niagara  River  and 
were  able  to  find  eight  species  of  ducks,*  Oakland  Rural  Cemetery  provided  a 
few  Pine  Siskins  and  some  inquisitive  nuthatches.  A  very  probable  Great 
Homed  Owl  was  seen  momentarily,  fleeing  through  the  trees.  The  remainder 
of  the  day  was  spent  traveling  up  and  down  rural  roads  looking  for  Horned  Larks 
and  Lapland  Longspurs;  the  former  were  scarce  and  the  latter  absent.  The 
highlight  of  the  day  was  a  flock  of  100+  American  Robins  moving  from  one  orchard 
to  another.  According  to  local  birders,  this  whole  flock  spent  the  winter, 
sustaining  themselves  on  rotten  apples  and  often  cavorting  due  to  the  fermented 
contents.  The  day’s  list  totaled  27  species. 

—  boug  Happ  &  Joe  Ghosen 
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Announcement  of  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Hew  York  Stat e  Federation  of  Bird  Clubs 

^lans  are  well  under  way  for  the  32nd  annual  meeting  of  the  Hew  York 
State  Federation  of  Bird  Q'lubs  to  be  held  in  Binghamton,  Hew  York,  September 
21-23,  1979*  Hosts  will  be  the  Naturalists*  Club  of  Broome  County,  who  this 
year  celebrate  their  30th  birthday  as  a  birding  and  nature-oriented  Club. 

Headquarters  for  the  meeting  will  be  the  Holiday  Inn-Arena  in  downtown 
Binghamton.  Of  special  interest  to  birders  will  be  the  Promenade  which  parallels 
the  Chenango  River  at  the  rear  of  the  Inn.  Holiday  Inn-Airena  is  easily  accessi¬ 
ble  from  Pioutes  17  and  81.  Mailings  to  individual  members  and  member  clubs  will 
be  sent  at  a  later  date.  This  mailing  will  include  postage-free,  pre-printed 
reservation  cards  to  be  sent  directly  to  Holiday  Inn-Arena  for  room  reservations. 
If  you  do  not  use  this  card  for  your  room  reservation,  please  mention  that  you 
are  attending  the  Federation  meeting.  No  telephone  room  reservations  will  be 
accepted. 

Council  meeting,  workshops,  and  papers  sessions  will  all  be  held  at 
fthe  Inn.  Field  trips  will  originate  at  the  Inn  parking  lot. 

Dr.  Stephen  Kress  from  the  Cornell  Laboratory  of  Ornithology  will  be 
guest  speaker  Saturday  evening.  Dr.  Kress  will  give  an  illustrated  talk  on 
his  continuing  efforts  to  re-establish  puffins  in  Maine. 

Several  interesting  and  informative  workshops,  papers,  and  exhibits 
have  already  been  scheduled,  but  we  have  room  for  additional  entries.  Anyone 
with  a  special  project  or  hobby  that  they  would  like  to  share  with  their  fellow 
birders  is  asked  to  contact  the  followint  chairpeople: 

PAPERS:  Dr.  John  Buckley  EXHIBITS:  Mrs.  Margaret  Layton 

P0  Box  263  603  Valley  View  Drive 

Whitney  Point,  NY  13862  •  Enawell,  NY  13760 

WORKSHOPS :  Mrs.  Beryl  Wilson 
401  Almar  Drive 
Vestll,  NY  13850 

Any  questions  regarding  the  annual  meeting  should  be  addressed  to 
General  Chairperson  Uva  Hawken,  RD  !'2  Echo  Road,  Vestal,  NY v  13850 

Great  Lakes  Beached  Bird  Survey 


If  you  like  to  walk  beaches  and  identify  birds,  you  can  do  both  and 
help  the  Great  Lakes  Beached  Bird  Survey.  Sponsored  by  the  Long  Point  Bird 
Observatory,  the  survey  monitors  Great  Lakes  bird  mortality  using  information 
collected  by  volunteers  on  monthly  beach  walks.  It  is  the  first  survey  for  an 
inland  lake  region,  and  has,  since  it  began  in  1977,  provided  many  interesting 
insights  into  bird  life  (and  death)  on  the  Great  Lakes. 
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The  project  is  designed  to  help  us  learn  about  the  effects  of 
pollutants  on  birds,  and  to  compile  long-term  records  on  natural  bird  mortality. 
This  information  will  help  us  learn  about  the  causes,  seasonal  changes  and 
location  of  bird  die-offs,  and  allow  us  to  make  mortality  comparisons  between 
lakes  and  between  years.  It  will  also  document  occurrences  of  uncommon  species 
like  jaegers,  seaducks  or  other  pelagics  on  the  lakes. 

Participants  are  still  needed  on  the  Canadian  and  American  shores  of 
all  five  of  the  Great  Lakes  and  on  Lake  St.  Clair.  You  should  have  a  basic 
knowledge  of  bird  identification  and  be  willing  to  walk  a  one  or  two  mile  stretch 
of  beach  of  your  own.  choice,  once  a  month.  On  the  way,  you  will  count,  identify, 
age  (where  possible)  and  record  on  the  forms  provided,  all  the  dead  or  dying 
birds  encountered.  Commitment  to  walk  a  beach  each  month  for  a  year  is  preferred, 
so  that  long-term  data  can  be  collected,  but  you  don't  have  to  do  the  walk  when 
the  lake  is  frozen,  and  the  monthly  dates  can  be  varied  somewhat.  Results  from 
the  survey  will  be  published  in  an  annual  report  to  be  sent  to  all  beach  walkers. 

Now  is  the  time  to  register  for  the  1979  survey.  Sixty-four  different 
beaches  are  currently  being  walked  and  many  more  walkers  are  needed,  particularly 
on  Lakes  Huron,  Michigan,  .Superior  and  St.  Clair.  Individuals’  or  club  groups 
are  welcome  to  participate.  If  you  are  interested  in  taking  part,  write  to 
Chris  Risley,  Great  Lakes  Beached  Bird  Survey,  Long  Point  Bird  Observatory, 

P.0.  Box  160,  Port  Rowan,  Ontario  NOE  1M0,  Canada. 

PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  noted,-  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  through  June,  inclusive,  in  the  Society's 
club  rooms  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

Pall  program  in  preparation. ..... .Have  a  pleasant  summer! 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

July  15th:  Field  trip  to  the  Niagara  Peninsula. ... "The  Early  Shorebirds." 

Co-leaders,  Lave  Wilcove  (tel .830-0680)  and  Ed  Fessler  (tel, 
691-8553).  We  will  meet  at  7 :00  a.m.  at  Times  Beach  at  the 
northern  end  of  Fuhrmann  Boulevard,  next  to  the  Coast  Guard 
Station,  South  Buffalo  waterfront. 

PROGRAM  -  PICNIC 

July  29th:  Field  day  for  B.O.-S.  members  and  friends  at  cottage  of  Carolyn 

Frank  (tel.  883-0343)  between  Ellicottville  and  Little  Valley, 
Cattaraugus  County  •  .Sunday  is  the  major  day  for  birding, 
picknicking  or  whatever  but  members  wishing  to  camp  overnight 
are  welcome  beginning  late  Saturday  afternoon,  July  28th. 
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DIRECTIONS :  Follow  U.8.  Route  7,-219  to  Ellicottville  where  you 
turn  off  Rte.  jfe  19  to  N.Y.  Route  242  toward  the  west.  About  l1 
miles  out  of  the  village,  take  the  first  right  turn  onto 
Hencoop  Road,  pass  Plum  Creek  development  and  continue  to  the 
first  dirt  road  on  the  left,  near  a  large  barn.  Take  this  dirt 
road  to  the  left  and  follow  it  to  the  top  of  the  hill.  Carolyn’s 
cabin,  surrounded  by  greenery,  is  at  the  top  of  the  hill  on  the 
right,  opposite  a  tool  shed. 

SPECIAL  PROGRAM  -  BIDDING  SAFARI 

September  22-30  •  "Birding  Safari'7  field  trip  to  New  Jersey  and  long 

Island  with  Bob  Andrle,  Harold  Axtell,  Dave  Freeland 
and  Fran  Rew.  Reservations  have  been  confirmed  for 
22  participants  on  the  September  29  Federation  of 
New  York  State  Bird  Clubs-sponsored  pelagic  trip  out 
of  Montauk,  Long  Island,  and  complete  details  will 
be  mailed  this  summer  to  all  pre-registrants. 

"Safari"  plans  are  as  follows: 

*  ;  Depart  Buffalo  Friday,  September  21,  for  overnight 

in  vicinity  of  Hawk  Mountain,  Pennsylvania.  Hawk 
watching  at  Hawk  Mountain  Saturday,  September  22. 

Headquarters  in  vicinity  of  Cape  May,  New  Jersey, 
nights  of  September  22-25,  branching  out  from 
there  for  daily  field  trips  in  the  areas  of  Cape 
May,  Stone  Harbor,  Brigantine,  etc. 

*  Birding  in  northern  New  Jersey  September  26  with 
overnight  in  the  area. 

Early-morning  passage  through  New  York  City 
September  27  to  reach  Riis  Park  at  optimum  time 
for  migrants,  then  birding  Jamaica  Bay,  Jones  Beach, 

Fire  Island  areas  en  route  to  Eastern  Long  Island. 

*  Headquarters  at  Montauk,  Long  Island,  nights  of 
September  27-29  with  birding  in  the  Montauk  area 
September  28  and  the  pelagic  trip  September  29. 

*  Return  to  Buffalo  September  20. 

Participants  have  the  option  of  joining  the  party 
for  any  portion  (or  all)  of  the  "Birding  Safari, "  in 
accordance  with  personal  preferences  and  timetables. 

All  participants  should  indicate  their  intentions  as 
soon  as  possible  to  Dave  Freeland,  60  Haymarket  Square, 
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East  Amherst,  Iff  14051.  Details  of  meeting  times, 
motel  accommodation  suggestions,  trip  preparations, 
etc.,  will  be  forwarded  by  return  mail. 

Reservations  for  the  pelagic  trip  are  not  refundable 
unless  a  wafting  list  develops,  which  is  likely  to 
be  the  case.  Late  registrants  for  the  pelagic  trip 
should  send  526  check  to  ''Federation  of  New  York  State 
Bird  Clubs, "  c/o  Dr.  Barbara  Spencer,  154  Dayton  Street, 

Sea  Cliff,  NY  11579.  ’ 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compiler,  Hr.  David  Freeland,  60  Haymarket  Square, 

Fast  Amherst,  N.Y.  14051. 

Please  notify  the  treasurer,  Ms.  Peggy  Daniels  at  18 
Concord  Drive,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215. 

Available  at  fifty  cents  per  copy  from  the  treasurer. 

•95.00  per  year,  payable  to  the  treasurer. 

Thomas  J.  Klonowski,  2098  Delaware  Avenue,  Buffalo, N.Y. 14216 

This  issue  of  Die  Froth on otary  was  printed  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Department 
of  Biology  of  the  State  University  College  at  Buffalo. 
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THE  MONTH 

March  was  pleasant  with  unseasonably  warm  days  both  at  the  beginning 
and  the  end  of  the  period,  tempered  by  cooler  weather  at  mid-month.  The 
average  temperature  for  the  period  was  38.2° (F),  6.1°  above  normal.  Precipi¬ 
tation  measured  2.48  inches,  a  departure  of  -0.37  inches  from  the  norm  and 
new  snow  cover  measured  4»8  inches,  mostly  in  the  form  of  heavy  squalls 
during  the  evening  of  March  14th.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at 
Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 

The  balmy,  spring-like  weather  of  early  March  brought  a  rush  of 
migratory  activity  as  Canada  Geese  returned  to  the  wetlands  in  eastern  Niagara, 
northern  Erie,  Genesee  and  Orleans  counties  and  flocks  of  Red-winged  Blackbirds 
were  reported  from  all  sections  of  our  study  area  by  the  3rd.  By  the  third 
week  of  March,  both  the  New  York  State  Wildlife  Management  Area  lands  in  Nia¬ 
gara  County,  Genesee  County  and  Orleans  County  and  the  Iroquois  National 
Wildlife  Refuge  were  filled  with  ducks  and  geese.  A  ^ihite-fronted  Goose  of 
uncertain  race  was  observed  by  Robert  Andrle  and  his  party  on  Stafford’s 
Pond  at  the  Oak  Orchard  Wildlife  Management  Area  on  March  18th  while  Lave 
Freeland's  sharp  eyes  picked  out  a  Barnacle  Goose  among  the  Canada  Geese  at 
Mallard  Pond  on  Sour  Springs  Road  at  the  Iroquois  Refuge  during  a  B.O.S. 
trip  on  the  25th.  On  March  3rd,  Andrle  observed  an  early  flight  of  14  Red¬ 
tailed  Hawks  on  the  Lake  Erie  shore  south  of  Buffalo.  Just  to  the  north  of 
our  study  area,  at  the  Beamer  Point  Conservation  Area  look-out  at  Grimsby, 
Ontario,  Walter  Klabunde  reported  the  first  big  raptor  flight  of  the  season 
on  southwest  winds  on  a  sunny  March  17th  when  280  Red- tailed  Hawks,  46  Red¬ 
shouldered  Hawks,  3  Cooper’s  Hawks,  2  Sharp-shinned  Hawks,  a  Marsh  Hawk,  an 
immature  Golden  Eagle  and  a  Turkey  Vulture  were  tallied.  Another  big  flight 
occured  the  following  day. 
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Finally,  on  March  9th,  Bob  Andrle  was  surprised  to  see  a  Pileated 
Woodpecker  flying  across  the  Hamburg  Turnpike  at  the  south  gate  of  the  Bethlehem 
Steel  Company  plant  in  Lackawanna  during  the  early  morning  rush  hour!  A  most 
unlikely  record  for  this  heavily  industrialized  area. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  New  York  14217 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable, 
detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  ’Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario 1  (B.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in 
the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Sooiety. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 


L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 
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Oak  Orchard  area 

.  Schaffner 

f? 

11 

3500 

Clarence/Newstead  Freeland 

?T 

18  30 

,000 

Oak  Orchard  area 

Danner 

'NBarnacle  Goose 

P 

25 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland,  Wendling, 

Rebovich, etal(B)S 

“'White-fronted  Goose 

n 

18 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Andrle, et  al 
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*Snow  Goose 

March 

16 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Rev;,  Schwartz,  Ulrich 

,r  V 

If 

16 

4 

Iroquois  NV/R 

Andrle, et  al 

rr 

18 

1 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Andrle, et  al 

(blue  morph) 

f? 

18 

1 

Newstead 

Banner 

n 

25 

1 

Shelby 

Freeland,  V/endling,  Rebovichj 

(blue  morph) 

if 

31 

1 

Clarence 

et  al(BOS) 
Freeland, et  al 

(blue  morph) 

tr 

31 

1 

Iroquois  NV/R 

Freeland, et  al 

Gadwall 

T« 

8F 

1 

Riverside 

Elderkins 

•ft 

11 

4 

Tonawanda  V#IA 

Andrle, et  al 

Pintail 

■  t? 

8F 

2 

Newstead 

Schaffner 

f? 

8P 

8 

Iroquois  NV.R 

Schaffner 

T? 

9 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle,  Thill 

T? 

25 

200 

Oak  Orchard  area 

V/fehdling,  Rebovich,  et  al 

Green- winged  Teal 

ff 

17F 

2 

Clarence  Sinks 

(BOS) 

Wendlings 

TT 

25 

4 

Oak  Orchard  area 

V/endling,  Rebovich,  et  al 

^Blue-winged  Teal 

TT 

21F, 29 

'vf 

C\1 

1 — 1 

Rando lph 

(BOS) 

Elderkins 

'  u 

24 

6 

Clarence  Sinks 

Foster, et  al 

American  Pigeon 

?? 

9F 

4?  3 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle,  Thill; O’ Bell 

TT 

9F 

5 

Forest  Lawn 

O’ Bell 

»; 

25 

13 

Clarenc  e/ Newstead 

V/endling,  et  al  (BOS) 

^Northern  Shoveler 

?? 

17F 

4 

Iroquois  NV/R 

Foster, Byron 

IT 

23 

1 

Hanover 

Rew 

t; 

31 

9 

Iroquois  NV/R 

Freeland, Byron, et  al 

■-V/ood  Buck 

r? 

14F 

2 

Forest  Lawn 

O’ Bell 

it 

23 

1 

Hanover 

Rev; 

■^Ring-necked  Buck 

7? 

17F 

24 

Clarence  Sinks 

Wendlings 

T? 

22 

2 

Buffalo  Harbor' 

O’ Bell 

fi 

29 

80 

Randolph 

Elderkins 

Canvasback 

TT 

4 

600 

Times  Beach 

Zebehazy 

Lesser  Scaup 

77 

25F 

3 

Iroquois  NV/R 

V/endling,  Rebovich,  et  al 

T? 

29 

3 

Amity  Lake 

(BOS) 

Pitzricks 

Oldsquaw 

ff 

29,31 

2,4 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

'-'Ruddy  Buck 

U 

16F 

1 

Riverside 

Elderkins 

Hooded  Merganser 

TT 

9F 

2 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle,  Thill 

TT 

22 

1 

Amity 

Burtons 

TT 

31 

7 

Iroquois  FIR 

Freeland,  et  al 

'-Turkey  Vulture 

TT 

23F 

1 

Tifft  Farm 

O’ Bell 

T? 

23 

i: 

Near  Frewsburg 

T.Elderkin 

TT 

24 

15 

Iroquois  NWR 

Foster,  et  al 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

7T 

l£F 

1 

Amherst 

Rew,  Schv/artz,  Ulrich 

T? 

l6F 

1 

Cheek to waga 

Freeland 

TT 

18 

•1 

Iroquois  NV/R 

Andrle, et  al 

TT 

25 

1 

Amity 

Pitzricks 

»? 

31 

1 

Royal  ton 

Partridge, Freeland, et  al 
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Cooper’s  Hawk  March 

7F 

1 

Cheek to waga 

Freeland 

77 

21,25 

1,1 

Ami  ty 

Pitzricks 

Red- tailed  Hawk 

77 

3 

14 

over  Evans 

Andrle, et  al 

Red- shouldered  Hav/fe 

77 

17F 

1 

Iroquois  NHR 

Foster, Byron 

77 

24-25 

1 

Allenberg  Bog 

Chappies 

7? 

17,24 

4,1 

South  Dayton 

Rew,  Buck 

r?  . 

21,24 

1,1 

near  Allenberg  Bog  Chappies 

r  * 

28 

1 

Holland 

Becker 

?? 

50 

l 

Bosteo 

O'Dell 

77 

31 

1 

South  Dayton 

Rew, Ulrick 

Marsh  Hawk 

-  t? 

16F 

1 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

77 

22 

1 

Alfred  area 

K1 ingen smith 

■  77 

24 

1 

Clarence 

Me  Kales 

77 

25 

1 

Iroquois  NVR 

Wend ling, Rebovich, et  al 

(BOS) 

Elderkins 

77 

27 

l 

near  Kiantone 

77 

29 

1 

Holland 

Becker 

77 

30 

2 

Clarence 

Mitchell, et  al 

77 

30-31 

3 

Boston 

O’Dell 

77 

31 

2 

Iroquois  N17R 

Freeland, et  al 

Ruffed  Grouse 

77 

11 

1 

Port  Colbome,0nt.  Foster,  Faman,  et  al(B0S 

Turkey 

•’ 

2 

2 

Allegany  State  Park  Freeland 

7? 

3 

2 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

American  Coot 

77 

24F 

2 

Tonawanda  IMA 

Foster, Byron 

77 

25 

1 

Clarence 

Wend ling, et  al(BOS) 

V 

77 

25 

4 

Oak  Orchard  WMA 

Wendling, Rebovich, et  al 

(BOS) 

'TCilldeer 

77 

IF 

1 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

.  7? 

2 

1 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

7?  \ 

2-3 

2 

South  Hales 

Becker, Bee 

^American  Woodcock 

7? 

7F 

1 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

77  1 

16 

1 

/unity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

"Common  Snipe 

7? 

27F-30 

30 

Riverside 

Elderkins 

77 

31 

1 

Oak  Orchard  DMA 

Freeland, et  al 

^Greater  Yellowlegs 

7? 

22F, 28 

1,2 

Riverside  Marsh 

Elderkins 

ft 

31 

1 

Langford 

O'Dell 

"Pectoral  Sandpiper 

77 

25F 

2 

Newstead 

Lbs  ter,  Freeland,  Wendling 

et  al(Bi 

77 

27,23 

6, 8 

Riverside 

Elderkins 

Glaucous  Gull 

77 

3 

1 

Dunkirk 

Andrle,  et  al 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

Tf 

29F, 30 

1,3 

/unity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

77 

31 

1 

Riverside 

Elderkins 

Snowy  Owl 

77 

4 

1 

Times  Beach 

Zebehazy 

77 

13L 

1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle; O'Dell 

Short- eared  Owl 

7? 

11 

9 

Wainf leet, Ont . 

Foster,  Faman,  et  al(BOS) 

30-31  : 

2-5- 

Boston 

O'Dell 

Saw-whet  Owl 

77 

10-11 

1 

Pt.Colbome,  Ont. 

Foster, Farnan, et  al(BOS) 

(dead  on  road) 

77 

17 

l 

Beaver  Island  St 

•Pk.  Thill 

51  - 


Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 
■-Eastern  Phoebe 


*Tree  Swallow 


Tufted  Titmouse 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

\  ■ 

Carolina  Wren 
Mockingbird 

*Iiermit  Thrush 
Eastern  Bluebird 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

Water  Pipit 
Northern  Shrike 


March 

25  •  ,  1 

■  Oak  Orchard . area 

Wendling,  Rebovich,  e 

( 

ft 

16  1 

Amity 

\ 

Burtons, Jordan 

ft 

25E,2?  1 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

ft 

24'  1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Foster, Byron, et  al 

ft 

28  1 

Riverside 

Eldersins 

i  • 

29-31  1-2 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

f? 

92  1 

South  Wales 

Bee 

t? 

30,31  1,2 

Alfred  area 

IQ  ingen smith 

ft 

30  1 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

?? 

31  1 

Royal ton 

Freeland,  et  ■  al 

ft 

23F  1 

Stockton 

Rew 

ft 

24  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Foster, Byron, et  al 

f? 

24  1 

Hamburg  (Pinehurst)  Andrle 

ft 

30  6 

Langford 

O’Dell 

V? 

31  50 

Newstead 

Freeland, et  al 

'  7 

31  11 

Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland,  et  al 

?* 

31  8 

Riverside 

Elderkins 

n 

1-31  2 

-Spring  Brook 

Danner 

n 

3  1 

•Holland 

Becker 

ft 

18  1 

East  Amherst 

Freeland 

t? 

3  ■  1 

Allegany  State  Park  Freeland 

9F,18  2 

Forest  Lawn  • 

O’Dell 

1 1 

16  2 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

TT 

18-22  2 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

ff 

1,315  1 

Spring-  Brook 

Danner 

ft 

8  1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

f? 

1-3,17,23 

1  Fort  Erie,Ont. 

Sommerville 

*  f? 

5  1 

Alfred  area 

Rhodes 

V 

17,24  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Foster, Byron 

f? 

3  IP  1 

Deer  Lick 

O'Dell 

ft 

7E,31  2 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

t! 

21  2 

Alfred  Area 

Brooks 

?? 

22,24  2,1 

near  Allenberg  Bog  Chappies 

ft 

24  1 

near  Frewsburg 

Elderkins 

n 

24  2 

Iiamburg(Pinehurst)  Andrle 

t; 

28,29  1,2 

4-lfred  area  . 

K1  ingen smith 

t? 

12P-20  1-3 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

r 

22-26  3-5 

Times  Beach 

O’Dell 

tt 

23-25  3-5 

South  Park 

O’Dell 

ft 

23  5 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

tt 

25  2 

Times  Beach 

Zebehazy 

tt 

24F  8 

Clarence 

Foster, Byron 

t? 

6  1 

Alfred  area 

Brooks, Allen 

ft 

8  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Schaffner 

ff 

24 

near  Allenberg 

J. Chappie 

ft 

25  2 

Newstead/ Clarence 

Wendling, et  al(BOS) 

t: 

25  1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Me Kales 

tt 

i — i 

rH 

N"N 

Hamburg 

Rew,  Ulrich 
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'"'loggerhead  Shrike 

March 

17F 

1 

Iroquois  FOR 

Foster, Byron 

t? 

25 

1 

Oakfield 

Freelands 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

11 

IIP 

1 

Beamsvilie, Ont. 

,  Foster, Farnan, et  al(BOS) 

ft 

14 

1 

Ki an  tone 

Elderkins 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

H 

3 

150 

Pomfret 

O’Dell 

11 

3 

50 

Dunkirk -Angola 

O’Dell 

ft 

3 

6 

Allegany  State 

Park  Freeland 

i? 

3 

4 

Ami ty  Lake 

V .Pitzrick 

Rusty  Blackbird 

t? 

9F 

2 

/unity 

V .Pitzrick 

11 

11 

2 

Amity  Lake 

V. Pitzrick 

V 

16 

50 

Scio 

Burtons, Jordan 

Common  Grackle 

1? 

IF 

75 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Tf 

5 

20 

Riverside 

Elderkins 

?? 

5 

I 

Middleport 

Krogs 

f  7 

5 

2 

East  Aurora 

Bee 

f? 

5 

1 

Delaware  Park 

O’Dell 

f  T 

5 

3 

Hamburg 

O'Dell 

f? 

5 

7 

North  Boston 

O'Dell 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

ft 

24F 

1 

Amith  Lake 

V.Pitzricks 

Tf 

29 

1 

South  Buffalo 

O’Dell 

Evening  Grosbeak 

ft 

1-31 

42-20 

Belmont 

Burtons 

TT 

1-31 

10-30 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

?? 

1-31 

1-50 

Alfred  area 

IQ  ingen smith 

t? 

1-31 

1-20 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

ft 

.  3  . 

2 

Allegany  State  Park  Freeland 

7  ? 

4 

58 

Scio 

Pitzricks,  Kilmer 

V 

10 

28 

Go wanda 

0 ’ Dell 

u 

10 

8 

North  Boston 

O'Dell 

Purple  Finch 

11 

23,25 

42,30 

Amity 

V. Pitzrick 

u 

24 

14 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

11 

25 

16 

near  Allenbepg  Bog  Chappies 

House  Finch 

u 

1-31 

4-8 

E^ggertsville 

Hulls 

?? 

1-31 

2-5 

Belmont 

Burtons 

?; 

1-31 

6-14 

Eggertsville 

McKales 

Tf 

4,8,11,22 

5, 4, 2, 2  Scio 

Pitzricks,  Kilmer 

'"Pine  Grosbeak 

T  i 

3 

1 

Allegany  State 

Park  Freeland 

r: 

10 

9 

Amity 

V.Pitzrciks 

Pine  Siskin 

ii 

3-16 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

'^Savannah  Sparrow 

n 

23F 

1 

Tifft  Farm 

Foster 

'"Chipping  Sparrow 

11 

23F,31 

1,3 

East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Field  Sparrow 

11 

23F 

1 

Clarence 

H .  Newman 

White-crowned  Sparrow  " 

24F 

1  s 

Amity  Lake 

V. Pitzrick 

Phi te- throated  Sparrow  " 

1-31 

3-9 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

v 

23 

2 

South  Buffalo 

O’Dell 

*Fox  Sparrow 

T? 

HE,  20 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Species, subspecies  & 

hybrids 

!  previously  recorded  this  year. .. ............ . .100 

Species, subspecies  & 

hybrids 

i  recorded  this  issue....... 

••oo«ooo*o«o«ooeoooee23 

Total  for  year. ...... 

>09  0  0  0  0  0 

o  ©  9  »  o  • 

•  o  •  o  o  t 

3«o«*ohio«oooooo* 
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BIRD  BANDING  IN  FARMERSVILLE  STATION,  CATTARAUGUS  COUNTY,  NEW  YORK  FOR  1973 

by  Donald  F,  Clark 

9 

This  report  summarizes  the  bird  banding-  activities  at  our  private 
refuge  for  the  year  1978.  The  46  acre  refuge  is  located  in  Farmersville  Township 
of  Cattaraugus  County  in  New  York  State.  The  exact  location  is  latitude  42' 2' 
and  longitude  78' 2’.  On  a  road  map,  it  is  approximately  one  mile  south  of 
farmersville  Station,  New  York  on  Hicks  Road.  The  post  office  address  is 
Franklinville,  New  York  14737. 

Banding  was  conducted  oh  191  days  this  year.  This  was  46  days  fewer 
than  the  average  for  the  past  5  years.  We  have  lived  permanently  on  the  refuge 
for  this  period  of  time.  This  decrease  was  due  partly  to  bad  weather  but  mostly 
to  the  lack  of  birds  on  migration.  This  was  the  poorest  year  of  the  thirteen  years 
of  banding  at  this  refuge.  There  was  a  poor  spring  migration,  a  poorer  fall 
migration  and  a  relatively  low  winter  population.  Nets  were  used  on  82  days  and 
traps  on  139  days.  There  was  no  banding  during  June  and  July.  Fall  banding 
started  on  20  August. 

The  weather  in  1978  tended  to  be  more  normal  after  the  extremes  of  1977* 
The  temperature  ranged  from  a  high  of  93°F  in  July-  to  a  minus  17°F  in  February. 

Eight  months  were  slightly  below  normal  in  temperature  as  compared  to  the  norms 
for  Franklinville,  New  York.  Four  months  averaged  slightly  above  normal.  The 
mean  43»0°F  for  the  year  was  1.9°F  below  normal.  There  v/ere  102  days  of  snowfall 
with  167"  of  snow  recorded.  This  is  91"  over  normal.  There  were  125  days  of 
rainfall  with  ,39"  of  rain  recorded.  This  compares  to  an  average  rainfall  of  40*3" 
per  year.  The  first  killing  frost  in  the  fall  was  late.  'Die  26  September  v/as 
31°F  but  the  garden  v/as  not  touched  until  17  October  when  the  temperature  dropped 
to  19° F.  It  x/as  the  most  pleasant  and  most  colorful  autumn  In  many  years.  Die 
fall  colors  remained  throughout  October  v/hich  is  unusual  in  this  particular  area. 

A  Yellow- rumped  Warbler  fed  daily  at  our  feeders  during  the  winter.  It 
disappeared  on  4  February,  the  same  time  v/hen  most  Evening  Grosbeaks  stopped 
coming  to  feed.  A  Red-necked  Grebe  was  picked  up  in  a  farm  pasture  to  the  south 
and  v/est  of  Franklinville  on  27  January.  The  farmer  called  me  to  tell  me  of  the 
x^ounded  bird  that  could  not  fly.  I  released  it  oh  an  open  stretch  of  the  Ischua 
Creek.  Numerous  grebes  were  downed  in  the  county  that  same  night  due  to  icing 
conditions . 

The  first  House  Finch  was  seen  at  our  feeders  on  11  March  and  the  first 
Black-crov/ned  Night  Heron  spent  a  day  feeding  along  the  edge  of  our  pond  on  20 
April.  This  brings  tht  total  of  birds  observed  on  this  46  acre  refuge  to  188 
species. 

One  interesting  though  sad  experience  occurred  on  14  December.  A  Tree 
Sparrow  //I 3 50-444 19  (banded  on  01-30-76)  was  killed  by  a  Northern  Shrike  4812-33776 
(banded  on  12504-77/  in  a  Haze  Trap.  The  Northern  Shrike  x>/as  in  turn  killed  by  an 
ermine.  (Long- tailed  Weasel)  Surprisingly,  the  ermine  was  completely  unafraid  x/hen 
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I  went  up  to  the  trap.  It  came  right  up  to  me  to  investigate.  Later  when  I 
took  the  Northern  Shrike  to  Dr.  Stephen  Eaton  at  St.  Boneve'nture  University,  his 
first  comment  was  that  the  bird  had  been  killed  by  a  weasel.  He  could  smell  the 
musk  of  the  weasel  when  he  handled  the  bird. 

One  of  the  Wild  Canada  Geese  that  came  to  the  pond  in  November  1976 
disappeared  in  June  1973.  The  other  Canada  Goose  is  still  here. 

Birdbanding  1978  :  ' 

Farmersville  Station,  N.Y. 


Summary  of  1973  Banding  Totals  by  Species 


Wood  Buck  4 
Mourning  Bove  1 
Saw-whet  Owl  1: 
Black-billed  Cuckoo  2 
Hairy  Woodpecker  2 
Bowny  Woodpecker  3 
Northern  Flicker  1 
Great-creasted  Flycatcher  3 
Eastern  Phoebe  4 
E.  Wood  Pe wee  2 
Traill’s  Flycatcher  2 
Least  Flycatcher  3 
Tree  Swallow  1 
Blue  Jay  80 
Black-capped  Chickadee  94 
!. Hite-breasted  Nuthatch  1 
House  Wren  1 
Gray  Catbird  24 
Robin  "  5 
Wood  Thrush  ...  1 
Hermit  Thrush  2 
Swainson’s  Thrush  8 
Veer y  6 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet  2 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet  1 
Northern  Shrike  1 
Red  -eyed  Vireo  3 
Philadelphia  Vireo  5 
Blue-winged  Warbler  1 
Tennessee  Warbler  13 
Nashville  Warbler  3 
Cape  May  Warbler  1 
Yllow  Warbler  7 
Magnolia  Warbler  5 


Ye 1 low-rump ed  Warbler  51 
Black- throated  Green  Warb.  .  p 
Chestnut-sided  Warbler  4 
Bay-breasted  Warbler  9 
Blackpoll  Warbler  p 
lei  low  Palm  Warbler  p 
Northern  Waterthrush  p 
C.  Yellowthroat  7 
Wilson’s  Warbler  p 
Canada  Warbler  4 
Am.  Redstart  p 
Red-winged  Blackbird  2 
Brown-headed  Cowbird  2 
Scarlet  Tanager  3 
Cardinal  4 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  7 
Evening  Grosbeak  37 
Indigo  Bunting  3 
Purple  Finch  95 
C.  Redpoll  46 
Am.  Goldfinch  22 
Pine  Siskin  26 
Rufous-sided  Towhee  1 
Bark-eyed  Junco  l6l 
Tree  .Sparrow  279 
Chipping  Sparrow  7 
Field  Sparrow  7 
White-crowned  Sparrow  1 
White- throated  Sparrow  48 
Fox  Sparrow  4 
Lincoln's  Sparrow  3 
Swamp  Sparrow  7 
Song  Sparrow  93 
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1226  Total  Birds  Banded  of  67  Species  at  Farmersville  Station. 

25,214  Total  Birds  Banded  1966  to  1978  124  Species. 

The  Ten  Most  Commonly  Banded  Birds: 

1978  Thirteen  Year  Total 


279 

Tree  Sparrow 

5882 

Tree  Sparrow 

161 

Bark-eyed  Junco 

2190 

Bark-eyed  Junco 

95 

Purple  Pinch 

2099 

Evening  Grosbeak 

94 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

1557 

Song  Sparrow 

95 

Song  Sparrow 

1151 

White- throated  Sparrow 

80 

Blue  Jay 

1122 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

51 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

1051 

Biack-cappe'd  Chickadee 

48 

White- throated'  Sparrow 

807' 

Blue  Jay 

46 

Common  Redpoll 

561 

Gray  Catbird 

57 

Evening  Grosbeak 

481 

Field  Sparrow 

Banding  Returns  in.'197Q : 

The  following  birds  were  recaptured  90  days  or  more  after  their  previous  capture. 


Known  minimum  years  of  age 


Species 

Ind. 

Times 

7 

6 

5 

4 

5 

2 

1 

Total 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

1 

1 

‘j. 

1 

1 

Blue  Jay 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Northern  Oriole 

1 

1 

1 

1 

C.  Grackle 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Purple  Finch 

8 

8  - 

1 

5 

5 

1 

8 

Tree  Sparrow 

28 

50 

1 

5 

"5 

5 

14 

28 

Chipping  Sparrow 

2 

2 

2 

2 

B.E.  Junco 

5 

5 

2 

5' 

5 

Song  Sparrow 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Cardinal 

1 

1 

1 

1 

R.B.  Grosbeak 

5 

5 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Northern  Shrike 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Gray  Catbird 

1 

1 

1 

1 

W.B.  Nuthatch 

2 

5 

2 

2 

B-.C.  Chickadee 

56 

40 

11 

25 

56 

Veery 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

97 

104 

1 

0 

1 

9 

11 

24 

51 

97 
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Recoveries  in  1978: 

Eight  recovery  reports  were  received  from  the  Bird  Banding  Office  during  1978 . 
Evening  Grosbeak: 

#85 1-85 542 :  Banded  on  02-17-77  as  an  AHY  F  at  the  refuge.  It  was  trapped  by 
L.R.  Phard,  a  birdbander,  near  Whiting,  New  Jersey.  The  bird  was  released-  alive. 
The  area  of  capture  was  near  the  Brigantine  Refuge.  It  was  captured  about  288 
miles  south  east  of  the  banding  station.  Trapped  on  12-09-77. 

Evening  Grosbeak: 

#351-85724 :  Banded  on  12-04-77  as  an  U-F  at  the  refuge.  It  was  found  dead  by 
E.V.  Moser,  a  birdbander,  near  Liverpool,  Pennsylvania.  This  area  is  about  158 
miles  south  east  by  east  from  the  banding  station.  Found  on  12-21-77. 

Evening  Grosbeak; 

#851-97262:  Banded  on  11-06-75  as  an  AHY-M  at  the  refuge.  It  was  trapped  and 
released  by  Robert  Yunich  near  Jenny  Lake,  North  Corinth,  New  York.  This  is 
about  256  miles  east  north  east  from  the  banding  station.  Trapped  on  02-11-78. 

Evening.  Grosbeak: 

#851-85458:  Banded  on  02-15-76  as  an  AHY-F  at  the  refuge.  It  was  found  dead 
by  Mrs.  E.H.  Jones  near  Rock  Hill,  South  Carolina.  This  is  about  555  miles 
south  south  west  from  the  banding  station.  It  was  found  on  04-20-78. 

Evening  Grosbeak: 

#771-25615 :  Banded  on  the  refuge  on  04-11-75  as  an  AHY-F.  It  was  found  dead 
by  Mary  L.  Player  near  North  Bay,  Ontario,  Canada  on  05-07-78.  This  is  about 
274  miles  north  north  west  of  the  banding  station. 

Evening  Grosbeak: 

#821-92490 •  Banded  on  02-20-76  as  an  AHY-F  at  the  refuge.  It  was  trapped  and  .. 
released  by  H.P.  Nodecker,  a  bird  bander,  at  Kenwood  Station,  New  York  near 
Oneida.  This  is  about  144  miles  east  north  east  from  the  banding  station. 

It  was  trapped  on  05-11-78. 

Evening  C-rosbeak: 

#851-85444 :  Banded  on  05-11-76  as  an  AHY-F  at  the  refuge.  It  was  trapped  and 
released  by  Robert  Yunich,  a  birdbander,  at  Schenectady,  New  York.  This  is 
about  256  miles  east  north  east  from  the  banding  station.  It  was  caught  on 
05-12-78. 
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Wilson rs  Warbler; 

7,-1420-42451  ‘  Banded  on  05-23-76  as  an  AHY-U  at  the  refuge.  It  was  trapped  and 
released  by  A.-C-.  Richardson,  a  birdbander,  near  Frewsburg,  New  York.  The  capture 
site  is  a  refuge  owned  by  the  Jamestown  Audubon  Society.  This  is  about  51  miles 
south  west  by  west  from  the  banding  station.  It  was  caught  on  05-19-78. 

Foreign  Retraps  in  1978: 

White- throated  Sparrow: 

#1181-29862;  Banded  on  09-30-75  as  an  U-U  by  M.J.  Lerch  near  Bellona,  New  York. 

The  bird  was  captured  and  released  on  04-27-78  at  Farmersville  Station,  New  York. 
Bellona  is  about  70’  miles  east  north  east  of  Farmersville  Station. 

Purple  Finch; 

#850-25937 '  Banded  on  02-07-75  as  an  AHY-U  by  Mrs.'  K.A.  Goodpasture  near  Nashville, 
Tennessee.  The  bird  was  captured  and  released  on  05-03-78  at  Farmersville  Station, 
New  York.  Nashville  is.,  about  622  miles  south  .west  of  Farmersville  Station. 

Franklinville,  N.Y.  14737 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 
B.O.S.  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 

MARCH  25  —  The  trip  to  the  Clarence  Sinks  and  "Oak  Orchard, "  by 
which  we  generally  mean  the  Tonawanda  and  Iroquois  Refuges,  was  most  rex^arding 
in  the  number  of  waterfowl  that  were  seen.  At  the  Sinks  it  was  estimated  that 
there  were  .2200  Canada  Geese  and  128  Whistling  Swans,  most  of  the  latter  on 
Steiner  Road.  Here  also  a  surprising  find  was  made  —  two  very  early  Pectoral 
Sandpipers.  Bucks  included  Green-  and  Blue-winged  Teal,  Canvasbacks,  American 
V/igeon  and  Gadwall  along  with  an  American  Coot  and  larger  numbers  of  commoner 
species.  At  the  Tonawanda  and  Iroquois  Refuges,  we  estimated  18,000  Canada 
Geese  on  the  ponds  and  dikes  and  feeding  in  the  fields,  plus  64  Whistling  Swans. 
There  was  one  Blue  Goose.  At  200.,  Pintails  seemed  less  numferous  than  usual. 

Good  numbers  were  noted  of  many  other  waterfowl.  Two  grebes  were  seen,  a  Pied¬ 
billed  and  a  Horned.  The  prize  find  —  one  that  meant  a  life  bird  for  many  — 
was  a  Barnacle  Goose  on  the  Mallard  Overlook.  Other  than  waterfowl,  interesting 
sightings  included  4  Turkey  Vultures,  12  Great  Blue  Herons,  several  Rusty 
Blackbirds  and  2  Northern  Shrikes,  for  a  52’Ospecies  day. 

—  Bill  Rebovich  &  Marie  Wend ling 
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by  Elaine  and  Bob  Suss 

A  common  criticism  of  Conservation  Departments  across  the  country 
is  that  their  major  emphasis  is  on  hunting  and  fishing  activities  without  much 
concern  for  the  non-game  species. 

This  is  not  surprising  of  course,  since  the  budgets  for  these 
departments  come  principally  from  the  sale  of  hunting  and  fishing  licenses. 

In  fact,  the  New  York  State  Department  of  Conservation  receives  minimal  funding 
from  general  tax  revenues.  (70-90%  of  its  budget  comes  from  license  fees  and 
co-sharing  programs . ) 

The  unfortunate  aspect  of  this  is  that  many  hunters,  fishermen, 
and  Conservation  Department  personnel  do  not  always  see  the  relationships 
between  game  and  non-game  species,  and  that  a  healthy  population  of  one  is 
needed  to  maintain  healthy  population  of  the  other. 

To  help  solve  the  problem,  there  has  been  a  movement  for  the  last 
few  years  to  pass  a  "Non-game  Pish  and.  Wildlife  Conservation  Act". 

Although  it  has 'been  a  popular  measure,  it  failed  to  pass  in  1978 
largely  because  of  lack  of  Administration  support. 

This  year  it  is  moving  again,  with  the  necessary  support.  It  is 
less  ambitious  than  the  previous  bill,  and  has  been  made  a  more  comprehensive 
wildlife  measure  rather  than  one  addressed  exclusively  to  non-game  species. 

National  Audubon  feels  this  provision  is  good  since  the  major  threats 
to  all  wildlife  are  destruction  of  habitat  and  degradation  of  the  environment. 

It  makes  no  sense  to  treat  game  and  non-game  species  separately.  The  main 
purpose  of  the  bill  is  to  balance  programs  better. 

This  brings  us  to  what  has  been  the  most  controversial  aspect  of  the 

matter. 

How  is  this  new  program  to  be  funded? 

Much  of  the  success  of  existing  federal  aid  programs  for  game  species 
can  be  attributed  to  the  continuity  and  dependability  of  their  income. 

Past  experience  has  shown  that  other  programs  under  the  Endangered 
Species  Act  and  Marine  Mammals  Protection  Act,  which  have  relied  on  annual 
appropriations,  have  not  been  successful. 

Therefore,  it  was  originally  proposed  to  levy  on  excise  tax  on  bird 
seed,  feeders,  baths,  and  houses  along  with  certain  camping  equipment,  binoculars, 
and  spotting  scopes.  This  raised  tremendous  opposition  from  many  quarters. 
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The  current  bill  has  no  provision  for  funding,  but  a  companion  bill 
provides  for  an  excise  tax  on  bird  seen,  houses,  and  feeders  only. 

This  is  supported  by  most  environmental  groups  including  National 
Audubon.  There  are  a  number  of  reasons  for  their  support. 

If  there  is  to  be  a  request  for  a  new  government  program  requiring 
money,  we  have  to  be  responsible  enough  to  suggest  some  reasonable  source  of 
that, money. 


In  addition,  the  segments  of  the  population  that  take  a  significant 
fiscal  responsibility  for  a  program  have  a  greater  chance  of  their  wishes 
being  heard  and  acted  upon,  as  exemplified  by  the  hunting  and  fishing  fees. 

If  camping  equipment  we re  included  in  the  excise  tax,  there  might  be 
greater  pressure  to  expand  the  facilities  for  those  who  use  that  equipment, 
and  that  is  not  the  intent  of  the  act. 


We  will  try- to  summarise  the  act  and  its  implications  in  New  York  State 
so  that  people  can  decide  whether  it  would  justify  the  extra  cost  of  birdseed. 


The  bill  as  introduced  would  authorize  a  three  year  Pederal  aid  program 
to  help  states  develop  comprehensive  plans  for  enchancing  non-game  fish  and 
wildlife.  The  aid  would  take  the  form  of  $0%  cost-sharing  to  the  states  for  a 
three  year  period.  That  is,  for  every  dollar  the  state  spends  it  would  receive 
nine  dollars  from  Washington.  New  York  proposes  several  programs  that  ivould 
qualify  under  the  act.  Examples  would  be: 


1.  Determination  of  the  effects  of  toxins,  pesticides,  and  other  con¬ 
taminants  on  fish  and  wildlife. 

2.  Public  land  development  for  fish  and  wildlife  observation. 

3.  Determination  of  the  impact  of  non-native  fish  and  wildlife. 

4.  Determination  of  interests  and  preferences  of  non-consumptive 
wildlife  users. 

5.  Development  of  habitat  management  techniques  for.  non-game  species. 

6.  Determination  of  current  population  status,  distribution,  and 
dynamics  of  all  New  York  fish. and  wildlife . 

7.  Fish  and  wildlife  habitat  status  determination,  enhancement,  and 
preservation . 

8.  Urban  wildlife  inventory  and  preservation  through  creation  of 
urban  parks . 

9.  Measuring  and  minimizing  the  impact  of  off-road  vehicles  on  wildlife. 

10.  Coordination  of  volunteer  wildlife  groups. 
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NORTH  AMERICAN  BLUEBIRD  SOCIETY 

The  North  American  Bluebird  Society  is  a  new  organization  dedicated 
to  the  preservation  and  recovery  of  the  three  species  of  North  American  Blue¬ 
birds.  Membership  benefits  include  a  subscription  to  the  society’s  quarterly 
journal,  Sialia,  plans  for  starting  bluebird  trails,  and  the  opportunity  to 
play  an  active  part  in  field  research  involving  bluebirds.  Por  membership 
information  write  the  Society  at  Box  6295,  Silver  Spring,  Maryland  20906. 

NEW  ORNITHOLOGICAL  JOURNAL 

Continental  Birdlife,  a  new  bimonthly  ornithological  journal,  is 
concerned  with  the  advancement  and  enjoyment  of  field  ornithology  in  North 
American.  The  geographic  scope  of  the  journal  encompasses  Canada,  Greenland, 
the  United  States,  and  Mexico,  plus  adjacent  waters. 

The  journal  intends  to  concentrate  on  distributional  articles,  field 
identification  articles,  locality  studies,  field  techniques,  short  behavioral 
notes,  notes  on  hybrids  and  abnormal  forms,  and  non-technical  articles  on  field 
studies  of  a  single  species. 

The  first  issue  contained  articles  on  Plain-capped  Starthroats  in 
the  U.S.,  Field- 'identification  of  flicker  forms  and  their  hybrids  in  the  U.S., 
and  Harlequin  Ducks  in  Sonora,  Mexico . 

It  is  available  at  $9»00  (U.S.),  (510.50  (Canadian)  per  calendar  year 
from  Continental  Birdlife,  P.0.  Box  43^94,  Tucson,  Aorizona  85733. 


EASTERN  BIRD  BANDING  ASSOCIATION 

MEMORIAL  GRANTS 

THE  EASTERN  BIRD  BANDING  ASSOCIATION  is  sponsoring  two  $250 
Memorial  Grants  in  aid  of  research  using  banding  techniques  or 
data.  Applicants  should  submit  a  resume  of  ornithological  or 
banding  background,  the  project  plan,  and  a  budget  to  the 
Chairman,  EBBA  Memorial  Grant  Committee,  ROBERT  C.  LEBERMAN, 
Powdermill  Nature  Reserve,  Star  Route  South,  Rector,  PA.  15677, 
by  15  March  1980. 


-  61  - 


Volume  45?  Number  4 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  noted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  through  June,  inclusive,  in  the  Society’s 
club  rooms  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

’all  Programs  -  To  be  announced. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


August  5th:  Field  trip  to  Chautauqua  County.. ."A  Change  in  Seasons,  for 

the  Birds."  Co-leaders,  Bob  Sundell  (tel.  485-1797*  James 
town)  and  Wavel  Barber  (tel.  685-506l).  We  will  meet  at  7^50 
a.m.  at  Leisureland,  Camp  Road,  Hamburg,  just  off  Ihruway 
Exit  57s  and  car-pool  to  the  Bunkirk/jamestown  area. 

August  26th:  Field  trip  to  the  Canadian  Shore  of  lake  Erie... "The  Waders 

are  Back,  "  a  joint  outing  with  members  of  the  Genesee  Orni¬ 
thological  Society,  Rochester.  Co-leaders,  Dave  Freeland 
(tel.  688-4559)  and  Warren  Lloyd  (tel.  265-0287,  Rochester). 
We  will  meet  at  7»15  a.m.  at  Times  Beach  at  the  northern  end 
of  Fuhrmann  Boulevard,  next  to  the  Coast  Guard  Station,  South 
Buffalo  waterfront.  We  will  meet  the  Rochester  group  at  8:50 
a.m.  at  Old  Fort  Erie,  car-pool  from  there  to  Rockhouse  Point 
and  bird  the  key  shore  points  from  a  west-to-east  direction. 


September  9th;  Field  trip  to  Clarence  Turf  Farms  and  Oak  Orchard  area... 

"Think  Buff-breast."  Co-leaders,  Alice  &  Bill  Me Kale  (tel. 
854-8784)  and  John  Morse  (tel.  948-5884).  We  will  meet  at 
7 :00  a.m.  in  the  K-Mart  parking  lot,  intersection  of  Maple 
and  Transit  Roads,  Amherst.  This  is  approximately  5  miles 
north  on  Transit  from  Thruway  Exit  49 <> 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compiler,  Mr.  David  Freeland,  60  Haymarlcet  Square, 
East  Amherst,  il.Y.  14051. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 


BACK  ISSUES: 
SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE: 


EDITOR: 


Please  notify  the  treasurer,  Ms.  Peggy  Daniels  at  18 
Concord  Drive,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215. 

Available  at  fifty  cents  per  copy  from  the  treasurer. 

C'5.00  per  year,  payable  to  the  treasurer. 

Thomas  J.  IGLonowski,  2098  Delaware  Avenue,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 44216 


This  issue  of  The  Prothonotary  was  printed  withJ-the  cooperation  of  the  Department 
of  Biology  of  the  State  University  College  at  Buffalo. 
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The  weather  in  April  was  seasonable  although  the  first  ten  days  of  the 
period  were  unseasonably  cold  and  heavy  snow  fell  on  the  8th  and  9th  in  a  late 
spring  storm.  Following  several  days  of  very  warm  weather  which  precipitated  the 
first  warbler  migration  of  the  season,  the  month  ended  with  a  return  to  cold, 
and  rain.  The  average  temperature  fox  the  month  was  55°  (F),  a  departure  of  0.6 
from  the  norm.  Precipitation  measured  3,16  inches  and  snowfall  was  8.7  inches, 
almost  all  of  which  accumulated  during  the  snow  storm  of  April  8th-9th» 
(Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International  Airport.) 


As  the  weather  became  more  spring-like  by  mid-month,  reports  of 
migrating  passerine  species  x^ere  received  in  ever , increasing  numbers  but  other 
interesting  birds  we re  seen  as  well.  Hamilton,  Ontario. bird-watchers  reported 
1,200  Red-necked  Grebes  in  a  flock  off  of  Burlington  Beach  on  Lake  Ontario  on 
April  14th.  On  April  21st,  Robert  Sundell  reported  15  Caspian  Terns, B  the  first 
of  the  season  and  a  Merlin  at  Dunkirk  Harbor.  A  second  Merlin  was  also  seen 
on  the  21st  by  Marcy  Foster  and  her  party  during  a  field  trip  to  the  Oak  Orchard 
area.  V/hile  no  large  hawk  migration  was  reported  from  the  south  shore  of  Lake 
Erie  during  April,  the  flight  over  the  hawk  lookout  at  Grimsby,  Ontario  was  very 
good  all  month  on  those  days  when  meteorological  conditions  encouraged  the  birds 
to  fly.  On  April  28th,  Dave  Freeland  observed  an  adult  Golden  Eagle  over  the 
Town  of  Evans.  On  that  day  also,  Bob  Andrle  counted  125  Black-crowned  Night 
Herons  perched  in  the  trees  on  the  islands  in  the  upper:  •  rapids  at  Niagara 
Falls  as  well  as  four  late  Iceland  Gulls  and  two  late  Glaucous  Gulls.  Several 
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Great  Egrets  made  their  appearance  in  the  wetlands  of  the  state  Tonawanda 
Wildlife  Management  Area  and  the  adjacent  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  Refuge 
during  the  last  week  of  April.  On  April  30th,  Tom  Hager  reported  several  Double- 
creasted  Cormorants  and  a  Red- throated  Loon  at  the  Iroquois  Refuge.  Finally, 
Marcy  Foster’s  party  spotted  an  uncommon  White-eyed  Vireo  among  a  group  of 
early  passerine  migrants  at  Erie  Beach,  Ontario  on  April  29th. 

Joseph  P.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue, 

Kenmore,  New  York  14217 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable, 
detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  ’Bate  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario ’  (B.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

-  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 


L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 


(f)  -  Indicates  record  from 

feeding 

station 

, 

■^Common  Loon  April 

6-13 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

!! 

11 

10 

Cuba  Lake 

Pitzricks 

Red-necked  Grebe  " 

11 

1 

Cuba  Lake 

Pitzricks, Scott, etal 

n 

22 

1 

Times  Beach 

Foster, etal, Zebehazy 

Bouble-creasted  Cormorant  " 

22 

1  - 

Iroquois  HWR 

McKales, Freeland 

•''•Green  Heron  ” 

22 

1 

South  Buffalo 

O’ Bell 

?? 

22 

V  1 

■ Tifft  Farm 

Foster,  et  al 

P 

24 

1 

Cheek  to  waga 

Zebehazy 

•“Great  Egret  •  n  , 

26 

1 

Newstead  Sinks 

Bogacki, Christensen 

?! 

28 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Morse, Southworth 

?? 

29 

1 

Iroquois  NWft 

Fessler 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron  ” 

10,12 

1,1 

'  South  Buffalo 

O’Bell 

p 

12 

1 

■  Tifft  Farm 

O’ Bell 

•"•American  Bittern  ” 

1 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Whistling  Swan 

1,7 

105,37 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Zebehazy 

P 

5,8 

5,3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

?7 

7 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Zebehazy 

??  • 

11 

1 

Cuba  Lake 

Pitzricks 

Canada  Goose  !? 

10,18, 

24  87,717; 

13, 344 , 37, 443  Iroquois  NWR  Olsen, Rebo’ 

»! 

22 

50,000-!- 

Oak  Orchard  area  Freeland, et  al 

White-fronted  Goose  ” 

10 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Rebovich 

Snow  Goose  (white  morph)  " 

7 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Zebehazy  . 
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April 

15 

6 

Clarence  Center 

Preelands 

n 

14 

1 

Tonawanda  \#1A 

Schaf fner, A.R.  Clark 

•  * 

!! 

22 

1 

Clarence  Sinks 

Preeland 

Snow  Goose  (blue  niorph) 

7? 

14 

3 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Schaf fner, A.R.  Clark 

Green- winged  Teal 

?? 

22 

200 

Oak  Orchard  area 

Freeland,  et  al 

Oldsquaw  •:  , , 

77 

1,6, 

9  2, 

10,4  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

t? 

11,19 

40, 

30  Allegheny  Res. 

Elderkin 

l.hi  te-winged  Sco  ter 

9 

2 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

7? 

19 

6 

Allegheny  Res. 

Elderkin 

Ruddy  Luck 

n 

10-17 

2-4 

Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

?? 

15 

2 

Iroquois  HWR 

Pre  elands 

f? 

14 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Schaf fner, A.R.  Clark 

28 

1 

Landford  Rond 

Preeland,  St  al 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

?? 

14 

50 

Allegheny  Res. 

Elderkin 

Red- tailed  Hawk 

5  f 

14 

45 

Port  Niagara  ST.PkThills 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

*1 

14 

56 

Port  Niagara  St  .3 

3k.  Thills 

7? 

22 

1 

East  Amherst 

Preeland 

7? 

22 

1 

Royal ton 

Preeland 

?? 

28 

...8 

Evans  . 

Freeland,  et  al  •; 

V 

28 

.1 

Langford  Pond 

Preeland,  et  al 

-  ■  *  ' 

w 

28 

1 

Lima  ;  ' 

Forsberg 

7  1 

29 

1 

Times  Beach 

Preeland 

Turkey  Vulture 

7? 

21 

25 

Oak  Orchard  area 

Poster, Pincelli, etal 

-r. 

n 

14 

63 

Port  Niagara  St. 

Pk,  Thills 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

15 

1 

Amity  Lake’ 

Pitzricks 

r. 

13 

1 

Nest  Alabama 

Preelands 

s? 

22,23 

1 

Belmont.  , , 

Burtons 

Red- tailed  Hawk 

H 

29  15(mig 

»)  Allegany  Road 

Zebehazy 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

I! 

21 

2 

Amity  lake 

V.  Pitzrick  . 

H 

21 

12 

Allegany  Road 

Schaf fner, A .R.  Clark 

tl 

21 

1 

Hamburg ( Pinehur s  t ) Schaf f ne  r , A . R .  C  la  rk 

il 

29 

35 

Allegany  Road 

Zebehazy 

Rough- legged  Hawk 

1  ( 

4,13 

1,3 

Holland 

Becker 

7? 

5,7* 

29  1 

,1,2  Boston 

O' Bell 

?: 

7 

'l 

Langford 

.O'Dell 

.  N  .  . 

9 

1 

East  Aurora 

Bee 

7? 

11 

1 

Cuba  Lake 

Pitzricks , e t  al 

f? 

77 

22 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Preeland 

77 

90 

1 

Allegany  Road 

Zebehazy 

^Golden  Eagle 

?; 

28  1 (ad.) over  Evans 

Preeland,  et  al 

AOald  Eagle 

77 

22,25 

1  ( imm 0 )  Iroquois  1TWR 

Morse 

77 

26 

1  ( imm .  )  Iro  quo  i  s  Fi  JR 

Olsen 

Osprey 

77 

11 

2 

near  Allegheny  Res.  Elderkin 

?: 

13 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Clemesha, Laux 

7: 

14 

1 

Iroquois  -HER 

A.R. Clark, Schaf fner 

•* 

77 

17,18 

,30 

1,2,1  Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

77 

28 

1 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

28 

1 

Langford  Pond 

Preeland,  et  al 

29 

1 

Times  Beach 

Zebehazy 

21 

1 

Oak  Orchard  area 

Foster,  Pincelli1, 'etal 
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"Virginia  Rail 

T7 

30 

1 

Clarence  Center 

Freeland 

;:'Common  Gallinule 

r? 

22 

1 

Times  Beach 

O’Dell’  / 

77 

22 

2 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Freeland 

t? 

24 

1 

Iroquois  HWR 

O'Dell 

77 

26 

1  ■ 

■  Alexander 

Bo gacki, Christensen 

“Spotted  Sandpiper 

7? 

22 

1 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

77 

23 

1 

Amity  Lake 

V.  Pitzrick 

77 

24 

1 

Elma 

Zebehazy 

77 

28; 

2 

Langford  Pond 

Freeland, et  al 

“Solitary  Sandpiper 

77 

25 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

Rebovich 

77 

28 

1 

Riverside 

Elderkin 

77 

30 

1 

Clarence  Center 

Freeland 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

7? 

22 

42 

Clarence  Sinks 

Freeland 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

7? 

15 

5" 

Iroquois  HWR 

Rebovi ch 

77 

16 

2 

Riverside 

Elderkin 

77 

20 

1 

Times  Beach 

Freeland 

77 

25 

3 

Times  Beach 

Zebehazy 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

77 

20 

25 

Iroquois  HVR 

Morse 

. 

7? 

28 

1 

Langford  Pond 

Freeland,-  el  al 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

77 

20 

67 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

77 

24 

60 

Iroquois  HWR 

Olsen 

'■Common  Tern 

•  7 

21 

3 

Porter 

Fessler 

7? 

22 

3 

Times  Beach 

Zebehazy 

77 

22 

8 

Times  Beach 

O'Dell 

long- eared  Owl 

77 

3  8  . 

1 

Iroquois  HWR 

Rebovich 

Short-eared  Owl 


5,7,24 
11  1 


'"'Chimney  Swift  " 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker  " 

Red-headed  Woodpecker  " 
Yellow-bellied  Sap sucker" 
Eastern  Kingbird  " 

Horned  lark(E.a.alpestris) 


21 

10 

29 

27 

12 

14 


1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


7  100 


5J4,2  Boston 
Holland 
Allegany  Road 
Hiddleport 
Iroquois  NWR 
Amity 

East  Amherst 
South  Valley  Twp. 
Alabama 


O’Dell 

Becker 

A. R. Clark, Schaffner 

Krogs 

Pessler 

S.  Hotchkiss 

Freeland 

Elderkins 

Zebehazy 


Bank  Swallow 


‘"'Rough- winged  iSwallow 


Barn  Swallow 
*Cliff  Swallow 
Purple  liar  tin 
Tufted  Titmouse 


7? 

v 

t? 

17 

7? 

77 


28 

28 

21 

22 

22 

22 

12 

28 

15 


1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

2 


1-30  2 

3  2 

9  1 

21  1 


Hamburg  (pinehurst)  Freeland, et  al 

Freeland,  et  al 
Danner 

Freeland, He Kales 
Freeland 
Foster,  et  al 
Morse 

Freeland,  et  al 
Morse,  Olsen 
Danner 
O’Dell 


Dunk  i  rick 
Spring  Brook 
Tonawanda  WMA 
ITewstead  Sinks 
Tifft  Farm 
Iroquois  HVE 
Dunkirk 
IroquqiB"  KWR 
Spring  Brook 
West  Seneca 
Scio 


P.  Tompkins 
Evangola  State  Park  A. R. Clark, Schaffner 
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Brown  Creeper 

April 

22-24 

50+ 

South  Buffalo 

O’ Bell 

*Iiouse  Wren 

T? 

21 

1 

Amity  Lake 

V,  Pitzrick 

ft 

24 

1 

Alfred  area 

IQingensmith 

Winter  Wren 

7? 

10 

1 

South  Buffalo 

O' Bell 

Carolina  Wren 

ft 

6 

1 

Spring  Brook 

Banner 

Mockingbird 

ft 

15,16,18  i 

Port  Erie,  Orrt. 

Somme rvi lie 

Brown  Thrasher 

ft 

20P 

1 

Rose  Hill  Rd, , Ont.  Axtell 

f? 

24 

1 

Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

t? 

24 

1 

Beer  Lick 

O' Bell 

-Wood  Thrush 

tf 

28 

1 

Pendleton 

McKales 

Hermit  Thrush 

ft 

22 

15 

Tifft  Parm/ Times 

Beach  Poster 

?T 

25  - 

12 

Be  lav/are  Park 

Schaffner 

Eastern  Bluebird 

Tt 

J  ! 

1-50 

12 

Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

f» 

14 

2 

South  Valley  Two 

.  Elderkin 

n 

14, 

21,24,28,2 

'  1, 1, 1, 1, 1  Alfred  area  Klinger 

tf 

25 

2 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

tf 

29 

1 

Go wan da 

O’ Bell 

■*Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

ft 

22 

1 

To na wanda  WMA 

Free land 

T?  • 

24 

1 

Hamburg 

O’ Bell 

?  5 

24 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

■-Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

f? 

12 

5 

Spring  Brook 

Banner 

T? 

15 

1 

Somerset 

Fessler 

T? 

15 

2 

Oakland  Rural  Cem.  Fessler.. 

Water  Pipit 

1 7 

6 

50 

Amity 

Jordan 

ft 

10 

15 

Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

Northern  Shrike 

?? 

1 

l 

Iroquois  NWS 

McKales 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

t? 

1 

1 

Clarence 

McKales 

ft 

15 

l 

4-Mi.  Creek  SP. 

Fessler 

■White- eyed  Vireo 

>  7 

29 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Ont, 

Poster  ,et  al 

■-Solitary  Vireo 

7? 

22 

l 

Tifft  Parm 

Poster,  et  al 

TT 

28 

l 

Amity 

V.  Pitzrick 

t? 

28, 

,29  1,1 

Alfred  area 

Klingen smith 

Tf 

50 

1 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

-Warb 1 ing  Vireo 

7! 

26 

1 

South  Buffalo 

O’ Bell 

^Yellow  Warbler 

77 

26 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

?? 

29* 

1 

o 

Spring  Brook 

Banner 

t; 

50 

2 

South  Buffalo 

O’Bell 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

?? 

21- 

5 

Alfred  area 

IQingensmith 

ft 

21 

1 

Lmity 

V, Pitzrick 

?T 

29- 

220 

Poster  Lake 

Brooks 

-'Black- throated  Green  , 

it 

25 

1 

Belaware  Park 

O’ Bell 

Warbler 

t» 

29- 

•50  4 

Spring  Brook 

Banner 

Pine  Warbler 

tf 

1  21 

1 

East  Amherst 

Preeland 

f? 

21 

2 

Oakland  Rural  Cem.  Fessler 

Tf 

28 

1 

Wendt  Beach 

Freeland, et  a 
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'-Palm  Warbler 

April 

26 

1 

South  Buffalo 

O’Dell 

f? 

29 

1 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

■-■Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

16 

1 

Rose  Hill  Rd.,0nt. 

Axtell 

Evening  Grosbeak 

17 

1-30 

40-6 

Belmont 

Burtons 

V 

1-28 

25,20 

Alfred  area 

ICL  ingen  smith 

r< 

1-30 

1-21 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

1? 

22 

\  20 

Alabama 

Freeland 

n 

26 

29 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

House  Finch 

17 

1-30 

6-8 

Eggertsville 

Hulls 

17 

1-30  2-10 

North  Buffalo 

G.D. Smith 

)1 

I-30  6-10 

Eggertsville 

Me Kales 

11 

1-30 

2-4 

Belmont 

Burtons 

?!  ■ 

1 

3 

Scio 

Pitzricks 

It 

9 

2 

Elma 

Danner 

?! 

22 

1-2 

South  Wales 

Bee 

Pine  Siskin 

V 

7 

1 

East  Amherst 

Freeland 

IT 

15,21 

,29  3,1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

77  ' 

18-20 

1 

Eggertsville 

McKales 

17  - 

28 

1 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

Savannah  Sparrow 

7? 

6 

1 

Amity  Lake 

V.Pitzrick 

*Henslow’s  Sparrow 

17 

29 

1 

Clarence 

Freeland 

'-Vesper  Sparrow 

1? 

4,9 

1, 25-30Riverside 

Eld  erkin 

1? 

7  , 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Saville 

1? 

11 

1 

Alfred  area 

K1 ingen smith 

77 

29 

1 

Times  Beach 

Zebehazy 

Thee  Sparrow 

17 

28 

4 

Belmont 

Burtons 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

11 

22 

1 

Oak  Orchard  \!W± 

Freeland 

1? 

24 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse, Olsen 

Fox  Sparrow 

17 

6,8, 

9,10  1, 

1,1,1  Sou  th  Wal e  s 

Bee 

17 

6-9 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

1? 

9-10 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Saville 

IT 

10 

1 

South  Buffalo 

O'Dell 

17 

17,26  4,4 

Amity 

V.Pitarick 

17 

21 

2 

Somerset 

Fessler 

17 

22 

1 

Times  Beach 

O’Dell 

17 

22 

.  4 

Cheek  to  waga 

Zebehazy 

1? 

22 

2 

North  Buffalo 

G.D. Smith 

Swamp  Sparrow 

1? 

18 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Morse 

Lapland  Longspur 

1 7 

7L 

1 

Alabama 

Zebehazy 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year, ............ .125 


Species,  subsnecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue 


43 


Total  for  year. 


o  •  •  e 


. . . . .168 

("''“^-Includes  12  species  from  April  Count) 


Great  Blue  Heron  April  18 
Canada  Goose  "  14 
Eastern  Bluebird  "  27 


1979  NESTING  RECORDS  -  I 
14  ad.,18N  Cuba  Summit 
2N  Iroquois  NWR 

N3E  Ami’ty 


Pitzricks 

Schaffner, A. R. Clark 
V.Pitzrick 


-  68 


Volume  45 >  Number  5 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 


Report  of  the  April  Bird  Count 

Compiler:  Edward  A.  Williams  •  «  Rate:  April  8,  1979 

Temperature  was  generally  20  to  35  degrees  Fahrenheit.  It  was  sunny  in 
the  morning,  cold  and  windy  with  snow  in  the  afternoon. 

With  two  sections  not  covered  and  no  report  received  from  another,  the 
total  count  of  birds  (219,679)  was  good,  but  not  as  high  as  might  have  been 
expected.  The  total  species  (124,  plus  an  additional  race)  was  above  average. 

In  light  of  somewhat  adverse  weather  conditions,  observers  did  a  thorough  job. 

Record  highs  reported  for  qn  April  Count  included  Red-necked  Grebe,  Snow 
Goose,  Wood  Duck,  Common  Goldeneye,  Surf  SCdthr,  Re d-bfeaf steel  Merganser '(8000 
above ^tue  previous  high).  Cooper* s  Hawk,  Killdeer,  Common  Snipe,  Great  Black- 
bacrcec.  Gull,  Mourning  Dove,  Great  Horned  Owl,  Common  Flicker,  Hairy  Woodpecker, 
Cedar  Waxwing  (dOO  above  the  previous  high),  Evening  Grosbeak,  Purple  Finch, 

House  Fineh,  < American  Goldfinch  and  -Fox  Sparrow.  Highest  counts*  4n  latblbea-st 
10  years  were  established  for  Oldsquaw,  Ring -billed  Gull,  Belted  Kingfisher  and 
Vesper  Sparrow.  American  Robin  was  also  high. 


No  particular  population  trends  seem  evident.  Unseasonal  lows  reported 
were  no  Screech  Owl  for  the  first  time  since  1963*  Turkey  (lowest  in  10  years),  Ameri¬ 
can  Woodcock  (lowest  since  1961),  Tree  Swallow,  Tufted  Titmouse  (lowest  in  10 
years),  Brown  Creeper  (lowest  in  10  years),  Eastern  Bluebird,  Horned  Lark 
(lowest  since  1961)  and  Starling  (lowest- in  20  years). 

Numbers  in  parentheses  following  individual  totals  indicate  sections 
where  a  species  was  reported  from  three  or  fewer  sections.  An  underlined  species 
indicates  that  an  acceptable  verification  report  has  been  received.  An  asterisk 
beside  the  species  indicates  first  1979  record  in  the  B.O.S.  Territory. 

Loons  -  Mergansers • 


Common  Loon 

40 

Wood  Buck 

180 

Red-necked  Grebe 

50  (4) 

Redhead 

63 

Horned  Grebe 

386 

Ring-necked  Duck 

420 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

75 

Canvasback 

978 

*Double-cr.  Cormorant 

1  (20) 

Scaup,  so. 

66 

Great  Blue  Heron 

121 

Greater  Scaup 

2049 

Bl.-cr.  Night  Heron 

9  (2) 

Lesser  Scaup 

2991 

Whistling  Swan 

78 

Common  Goldsneye 

3068 

Canada  Goose 

68,516 

Bufflehead 

1192 
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Snow  Goose 

19  (5)  (10) 

Oldsquaw 

1504 

Mai lard 

872 

White-winged  Scoter  109 

Black  Buck 

199 

*Surf  Scoter 

4  (8) 

Gadwall 

7  (2) 

(20)  (23) 

*Black  Scoter 

3  (5)  (8) 

Pintail 

242 

Ruddy  Buck 

8  (21) 

Green-winged  Teal 

62 

Hooded  Merganser 

129 

Blue-winged  Teal 

249 

Common  Merganser 

3481 

American  Wigeon 

225 

Red-br.  Merganser 

16,053 

Northern  Shoveler 

7  (3) 

(7)  (10) 

. 

/  .  •  •  •  •  ?  .  '  *  *■"  / 

Vultures  -  Rails 


Turkey  Vulture 

58 

Marsh  Hawk 

26 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

9 

^Osprey 

3 

(23) 

(24) 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

15 

American  Kestrel 

190 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

183 

Ruffed  Grouse 

18 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

9 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

30 

*Broad-winged  Hawk 

1  (26) 

Turkey 

12 

Rough- legged  Hawk 

32 

American  Coot 

89 

Sho rebirds  -  Gulls 

Killdeer 

1638 

Iceland  Gull, 

2 

(11) 

American  Woodcock 

10 

*L .  g  .kumli  eni 

1 

(11) 

Common  Snipe 

254 

Gr.  Bl. -backed  Gull 

■  76 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

1  (23) 

Herring  Gull 

2041 

*Lesser  Yellowlegs 

1  (S3) 

Ring-billed  Gull 

14,183 

Pec tor la  Sandpiper 

5  (23) 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

6597 

Glaucous  Gull 

2  (8)  (14) 

Doves  - 

, 

Flycatchers 

Rock  Dove 

1475 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

28 

Mourning  Dove 

880  ' 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

5  (4) 

Great  Horned  Owl 

25 

*Yellow-bel.  Sapsucker 

2 

(17) 

(28) 

Long-eared  Owl 

1  (8) 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

205 

Belted  Kingfisher 

140 

Downy  Woodpecker 

308 

Common  Flicker 

1229 

Eastern  Phoebe 

60 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

21 

Larks  - 

•  Thrushes 

Homed  Lark,  subsp . 

68 

Lliite-br.  Nuthatch 

E.a.alpestris 

32 

(14) 

(15)  (20)  Red-br.  Nuthatch 

E.a .praticola 

88 

Brown  Creeper 

Tree  Swallow 

32 

^Winter  Wren 

*Barn  Swallow 

2 

(19) 

Carolina  Wren 

^Purple  Martin 

2 

(6) 

Mockingbird 

155 

35 

23 


4  (U)  (28) 

1  (2) 

3  (2)  (3)  (19) 
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Blue  Jay 
Common  Crow 
Black-c .  Chickadee 
Tufted  Titmouse 


1388 

2081 

1153 

5  (12)  (28) 


Gray  Catbird 
American  Robin 
Hermit  Thrush 
Eastern  Bluebird 


4  (25)  (26)  (28) 
13,135 

5  (23)  (25) 

18 


Kinglets  -  Blackbirds 


Golden-cr.  Kinglet 
Water  Pipit 
Cedar  Waxwing 
Shrike,  sp. 
Northern  Shrike 
loggerhead  Shrike 
Starling 


61  Yellow-r.  Warbler  1 

47^  House ' Sparrow  3352 

1339  Eastern  Meadowlark  346 

1  Red-w.  Blackbird  15,136 

4  (10)  (19)  (26)  Rusty  Blackbird  292 

2  (19)  (28)  Common  Grackle  14,637 


(7). 


13,504 


Brown-h.  Cowbird 


2160 


• 

Finche 

s  -  Sparrows 

Cardinal 

465 

Vesper  Sparrow 

226 

Evening  Grosbeak 

3277 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

6286. 

Purple  Finch 

264 

Tree  Sparrow 

907 

Pious  e  Finch 

77 

Chipping  Sparrow 

22 

Pine  Grosbeak 

2  (28) 

Field  Sparrow 

39 

Common  Redpoll 

16  (28) 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

6 

Pine  Siskin 

8  (19)  (28) 

Whi t e- thr .  Sparrow 

72 

American  Goldfinch 

1633 

Fox  Sparrow 

165 

Rufous- sided  Towhee 

17 

PSwamp  Sparrow 

24 

Savannah  Sparrow 

97 

Song  Sparrow 

3232 

Total  species: 

124"  (plus’  one 

f 

additional  race) 

Total  individuals: 

219,679 

Total  observers: 

250 

Territories  and  Observers  (compilers  are  underlined): 


1.  Fonthill,  Ont. 

2.  Thorold,  Ont. 

3.  Wilson,  N.Y. 

4.  Middleport,  N.Y, 


Not  covered. 

Robert  Wagner. 

Harriette  Iflabunde.  17a Iter  Klabunde,  Jerry  Farrell. 

Robert  Brock,  Lois  Abbott,  Peggy  Daniels,  Rosemary 
Daniels,  Kurt  Bnmanuele,  Marcy  Foster,  Karen  Geiger, 
Nicholas  George,  Betty  Harris.. 


5*  Oak  Orchard,  N.Y.  Harold  Mitchell. 
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6.  Port  Maitland,  Ont,  Edward  Williams,  Bill  Brown,  Wes  Seigner. 


7 .  Lo wbank s ,  Ont. 

8.  Port  Erie,  Ont. 

9.  Grand  Island,  N.Y. 


Lincoln  Crone,  Marian  Crone. 
Bill  Bogacki,  Lick  Christensen, 
No  report  received. 


10.  Akron,  IT . Y , 


Loug  Happ,  Anita  Gabalski,  Joe  Ghosen,  Jim  Harrinton, 


11.  Buffalo,  N.Y 


David  Freeland,  Henry  Brummer,  Marian  Lornhaffer,  Ed 
Draves,  Sandra  Draves,  Peter  Hall,  Amy  Heft,  Bill  Heft, 
Marjorie  Heft,  Darlene  Karl,  Ruth  Mercurio,  Etanie 
O'-Leary,  Judy  Schulz,  Robert  Schwartz,  Mike  Zebehazy. 


12.  Lancaster,  N.Y, 


15  o  Batavia,  N.Y. 


1 4 .  Hamburg ,  N.Y , 

15.  Java,  N.Y. 


Marie  Wend  ling,.  Maxine  Barber,  Wavel  Barber,  Dorothy 
Danner,  Fred  Danner,  Ray  Franz,  Cy  Wo If ling,  Mark 
Wo If ling. 

George  Mahan ey,  Eileen  Hull,  David  Keller,  Marge  Pixley, 
Don  Thurau,  David  Whitcomb. 

Richard  Byron,  Joan  Herald,  Art  Partridge. 

Beaver  Meadow  Environmental  Education  Center,  Dave 
Junkin,  Esther  Becker,  Marion  Bee,  Marty  Dessert, 

Art  Rosche,  Olga  Rosche. 


16.  Angola,  N.Y. 


not  covered, 


17.  Cattaraugus,  N.Y. 


Audrey  Horbett.  Robert  Leonard,  Peter  Palmer,  Pauline 
Schwartz,  Rae  Uhl, 


18.  Delevan,  N.Y. 

19.  Fillmore,  N.Y. 


20.  Silver  Creek,  N.Y. 


Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club  ,  Don  Clark  ,  Jane  Clark 9 

Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Katherine  Palmer,  Mrs.  Roy 
Benjamin,  Mrs.  Arhtur  Burr,  Faye  Clancy,  Mrs.  Keith 
Cronk,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Leslie  Fish,  Ruth  Gilman,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Harland  Hale,  Betty  Howden,  Marjorie  Main,  Mrs.  Brooks 
Main,  Mrs.  John  Marvin,  Lintner  Maxson,  Helen  Morse, 
James  Mullen,  John  Nelson,  Mrs.  Albert  Perry,  Mrs. 
David  Richardson,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  .Smith,  Mrs. 
Ellsworth  Smith,  Marcella  Willetts.,  Larry  Wilson, 

Mr.  &  Mrs .  R.J.  Wilson,  Ruth  Wilson. 

Fran  Rew,  Lois  Buck. 
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21.  Cherry  Creek,  N 

22.  Sherman,  N.Y. 

23.  Frewsburg,  N.Y. 

25.  AlleganyNiY".., 

24.  Allegany  S.P.,N 

26.  Cuba,  N.Y. 

27.  Bolivar,  N.Y. 

28.  Alfred,  N.Y. 


-  "Territories"  (con't.) 

.Y.  James town  Audubon  Society.  Robert  Sundell,  Clarence 

Beal,  Evangeline  Beal,  David  Cooney  Jr.,  David  Cooney 
Sr.,  Beatrice  Eckberg,  Irene  Eckberg,  Allen  Findlay, 

Cal la  Freeman,  Jennie  Freeman,  David  Gagne,  Laura 
Keller,  Ray  Lawyer,  Steve  Maggio,  Norman  Marlett, 

Pauline  Marlett,  Elizabeth  Pillsbury,  Tom  Simmons, 
Rosemary  Wilcox. 

Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Robert  Sundell,  Elizabeth 
Pillsbury. 

James  to  wn  Audubon  Society,  Robert  .Sundell,  James  Baer, 
Corl  Belknap,  Bea  Bratt,  Carole  Colter,  Flora  Elderkin, 
Calla  Freeman,  Jennie  Freeman,  David  Gagne,  Laura 
Keller,  Ray  Lawyer,  Steve  Maggio,  Norman  Marlett, 

Pauline  Marlett,  Elizabeth  Pillsbury,  Tom  Simmons, 
Rosemary  Wilcox. 

’  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club,  John  Forness,  Mary 

Fomess,  Dorothy  Baker,  Gloria  D’Agostino,  Lorraine 
Giovianozzo,  Charles  Green,  Margaret  Green,  Esther 
Herron,  Alene  Johnson,  Helen  Johnson,  Fred  Meyer, 

Helen  liaison,  James  VanScoy,  Regina  VanScoy,  Pat  Yolton. 

•Y.  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club,  John  Forness,  Mary 
Forness.  Carl  Seagren,  Rosamon  Seagren. 

AJlegany  County  Bird  Club,  Doris  Burton,  Lou  -Burton, 
Betty  Compton,  John  Compton,  Alice  Driscoll,  Milford 
Foster,  Sylvia  Foster,  Helen  Goldthwait,  Margaret  Hand, 
Ethell  Hilligas,  Mary  Jordan,  Ann  Scott,  Bruce  Smalley, 
Mrs.  Benson  Smith,  Alfred  Voorhies. 

Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Doris  Burton,  Celestia 
Abbott,  Helen  K.  Apsey,  Lou  Burton,  Frances  DeGroff, 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edwin  Hunt,  Loris  Hurlburt,  Mary  Jordan, 

Carol  Marsh,  Nina  McMindes,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ronald  Miller, 
Marjorie  Richmond,  Robert  Richmond,  Lillian  Simons. 

Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Lorry  Chapman,  Erma  Larson, 
Vivian  Pitzrick.  Dorothy  Bayless,  Fred  Bayless,  Esther 
Biehl,  Dorothy  Bouch,  Warren  Bouch,  Don  Brink,  Lorna 
Brink,  Sonja  Brink,  Tara  Brink,  Betsy  Brooks,  Vera 
Brown,  Louise  Browning,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carl  Burdick,  Doris 
Burdick,  Loris  Burton,  Lou  Burton,  Clifford  Button, 

Ruth  Button,  Vivien  Carr,  Ann  Catlin,  Lois  Chapman, 
Claire  Coats,  Dale  Coats,  Evelyn  Coats,  Carla  Coch, 
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28.  Alfred,  N.Y.  (con' t.) Jim  Copenheaver,  Elsie  Cushing,  Ann  Eisenhardt,  Jamie 

Eisenhardt,  Christine  Ferrand,  Terry  Finlay,  Peter 
Finlay,  Alice  Foster,  Mary  Alice  Fuller,  Paul  Fuller, 
Shirley  Galle,  Alyce  Gardiner,  Jay  Gibson,  Louise  Gib¬ 
son,  Ellen  Harvey  Nathan  Harvey,  Lolly  Hawkins,  George 
Hawkins,  Ben  Heller,  Fay  Heller,  Matthew  Hotchkiss, 

Susie  Howard,  Viola  Ide,  Claribel  James,  Guy  James, 

Mary  Jordan,  Clarence  IQingensmith,  Carol  Lewis,  Lave 
Lewis,  Robert  Macau. ley,  Virginia  Macauley,  Cathy  Mac 
Donald,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ted  McClure,  R.  McQueen,  Linn  Phelan, 
Raymond  Pitzrick,  David  Reynolds,  Ona  Reynolds,  Mary 
Harriet  Spleth,  Tom  Spleth,  Bumadean  Stein,  Helen 
Thomas, . Suzanne  Wood. 

c/o  Nichols  School,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14216 

ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 
B.O.S,  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED  '  . 

APRIL  21  ~  Eighteen  people  traveled  in  seven  cars  to  Braddock's  Bay 
State  Park's  hawk  lookout  to  meet  the  Genesee  Ornithological  Society  group. 

Ribbons  of  Canada  Geese  were  seen  along  the  Lake  Ontario  shore.  The  warm 
day  with  little  breeze  kept  hawks  to  a  minimum 2  1 6  Sharp-shins,  5  Cooper's, 

3  Red- tails,  2  Rough-legs  and  3  Marsh  Hawks.  During  a  lull,  we  toured  the 
nearby  Island  Cottage  Woods  and  turned  up  Palm  Warbler,  Fox  Sparrow  and 
Rusty  Blackbird  among  other  species.  Shortly  after  lunch,  we  decided  to 
abandon  hawks  and  return  via  the  Oak  Orchard  swamps.  Canada  Geese  and  ducks  ! 
were  abundant  as  were  Yellow-bellied  Sap suckers  and  Brown  Creepers.  As  we 
were  breaking  up,  some  of  us  spotted  a  rare  Merlin.  Our  total  count  for  the 
day  was  71  species. 

- —  Paul  and  Linda  Grimble  &  Warren  Lloyd 


Notes  on  an  Extraordinarily  Dark  Buteo  at  Oak  Orchard 
By  David  B.  Freeland 

On  April  22,  1979>  while  driving  the  Oak  Orchard  Ridge  Road  between 
Ringneck  and  Schoolhouse  Marshes  on  the  Iroquois  National  Wildlife  ‘Refuge,  I 
paused  to  observe  a  bird  that  looked  at  first  like  a  large  crow,  resting 
in  a  roadside  tree  at  a,  distance  of  2,50  feet.  Binocular  and  40x  telescope 
magnification  confirmed  the  bird  to  be  a  buteo- type  hawk,  the  darkest  indi¬ 
vidual  I  have  ever  seen.. 

Some  50  yard*s  back  another  car  stopped,  and  Alice  and  Bill  McKale  emerged 
to  also  view  the  hawk,  which  by  now  had  moved,  to  another  tree  further  from 
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the  road.  Soon  it  took  flight  low  out  over  a  field  —  occasionally  hovering 
on  heavy,  beatiJlgg  wings  —  then  began  to  climb  in  circles  until  it  was  directly 
overhead  at  an  elevation  of  approximately  300  feet.  Eventually  it  climbed  to 
higher  altitude  —  never  once  flapping  its  wings  —  and  disappeared  toward  the 
South.  At  rest  and  in  flight,  we  had  outstanding  views  from  all  angles. 

The  bird  was  so  dark  that  the  only  way  to  describe  its  basic  color  is 
"deep  chocolate  brown"  all  over.  The  only  variations  in  this  color  were: 

*  Its  tail,  banded  altematingly  in  deep  chocolate  brown  and  very  deep 
chocolate  brown,  with  an  obvious  sub terminal  band; 

*  Its  wing  linings,  mottled  with  very  deep  chocolate  brown,  including  a 
broken  semicircular  "wrist  mark"; 

*  A  dark  streak  — -  probably  very  deep  chocolate  brown  —  from  the  base  on 
the  bill  through  the  eye; 

*  The  tips  of  the  primary  flight  feathers,  possibly  black  but  at  least  veiy 
deep  chocolate  brown; 

*  Its  bill,  yellow  at  the  base  and  black  toward  Hie  tip;  and 

*  Two  single  feathers  —  equidistant  from  the  midpoint  of  the  back  of  the 
head  —  which  were  medium  brown  and,  therefore,  lighter  than  the  deep 
chocolate  brown  background  color. 

When  in  flight,  the  wings  —  which  were  longer  and  more  pointed  than  a 
Red- tailed  Hawk  —  seemed  to  set  in  a  very  shallow  dihedral.  The  bird  showed 
absolutely  no  suggestion  of  lighter  shade  in  the  flight  feathers  of  the  wing, 
as  dark  Rough-legged  Hawks  do,  in  my  experience. 

Was  this  bird  an  extraordinarily  dark  Rough-leg,  or  could  it  be  some 
other  buteo  not  familiar  to  us? 

I  wrote  to  several  sources,  both  people  familiar  with  western  hawks  and 
those  with  access  to  major  museum  collections.  One  of  the  most  important 

replies  came  from  San  Diego’s  Guy  McCaskie,  one  of  the  country's  keenest 

observers,  parts  of  which  follow: 

"Here  in  California  we  are  exposed  to  a: number  of  buteo s  in  dark  plumages. 
Red- tailed  Hawks  are  most  varied,  coming  in  almost  any  combination  of  whites, 

browns  and  blacks,  but  all  having  the  basic  posture  of  the  Red- tailed  Hawk. 

The  Swainson's  Hawk  can  be  quite  varied  in  coloration,  especially  in  imma¬ 
ture  plumages,  and  dark  individuals  are  not  uncommon...  I  have  seen  one  or 
two  Rough-legged  Hawks  that  were  virtually  all  black,  but  in  each  case  the 
basic  underwing  pattern  was  evident  although  such  obscured  (pale  undersides 
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to  flight  fea tliers  with  a  dark  wrist  mark),  but  the  pale  area  to  the  base  of 
the  tail  was  lacking  on  at  least  two  of  these  birds.  The  Ferruginous  Hawk 
has  a  dark  phase  that  can  be  a  deep  chocolate  or  sooty . brown,  but  all  I  have 
encountered  have  had  the  pale-colored  tail  typical  for  the  species.  Needless 
to  say,  one  can  readily  separate  the  Red- tailed  and  Swainson's  Hawks-  from  the 
Rough-legged  and  Ferruginous  Hawks . by  the  presence  or  lack  of  feathering  on 
the  tarsus,  assuming  the  bird  is  close  enough  for  study  of  the  legs.” 

Alas,  neither  my  notes  nor  my  recollection  could  confirm  the  presence 
or  absence  of  feathered  tarsi. 

Although  not  100  percent  conclusive,  both  the  McKales  and  I  lean  strongly 
toward  this  individual  being  an  extraordinarily  dark  Rough-leg  on  the  basis  of 
its  posture,  manner  of  flight,  and  general  plumage  characters.  Guy  McCaskie 
tended-' to  agree. 

The  experience  emphasizes  two  important  facts  of  field  identification: 

(l)  When  confronted  with  an  aberrant,  unknown  bird,  take  careful  note  of 
every  available  characteristic  that  you  can;  and  (2)  Don't  be  misled  by  data 
available  in  field  guides  when  confronted  with  individuals  in  other  than  basic 
plumage.  In  the  case  of  melanistic  hawks  in  particular,  variation  is  practi¬ 
cally  infinite,  and  no  field  guide  can  do  justice  to  the  art  of  separating 
the  difficult  identifications.  A  bird  is  better  left  ”Buteo,  sp.?"  than  mis¬ 
called  something  specific,  even  if  it  is  miscalled  "in  favor  of”  the  conserva¬ 
tive.  It  is  better  to  err  to  the  conservative  than  to  err  to  the  liberal. 

But  both  are  greatly  inferior  to  the  third  choice .. .being  correct! 

60  Haymarket  Square,  East  Amherst,  NY  14051 


NOTES 

Loggerhead  Shrike  Nesting  Data 

The  Endangered  Species  Unit  of  the  New  York  State  Department  of 
Environmental  Conservation  is  interested  in. any  information  regarding  the  nesting 
(past  or  present)  of  Loggerhead  Shrikes  in  New  York  State.  If  you  can  help, 
please  contact  the  Unit  at  the  L.E.C.'s  Wildlife  Resources  Center,  Delmar,  N.Y. 
12054. 

Birding  Workshop 

"Birdwatching:  One  way  of  Doing  Outdoor  Environmental  Education, ” 
is  one  of  200  workshops  being  offered  at  the  National  Conference  on  Outdoor 
Education,  Friday  through  Monday,  October  5-8  at  Lake. Placid,  N.Y.  For  registration 
information  send  to  The  National  Conference  on  Outdoor  Education,  Box  21,  Ballston 
Spa,  N.Y.  12020. 
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The  birding  workshop  will  be  led  by  John  Padalino,  of  Bingman's 
Ferry,  Pennsylvania,  who  is  First  Vice  President  of  the  American  Nature  Study 
Society •  There  will  also  be  a  workshop  on  "  Bird  Taxidermy  "  to  be  led  by 
Gregory  Smith,  who  has  served  as  President  of  the  Onondaga  Audubon  Society  in 
Syracuse,  NY. 

One  of  the  joint  sponsors  of  the  workshop  in  the  New  York  State  Outdoor 
Education  Association. 


PFOGRAII  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  noted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  through  June,  inclusive,  in  the  Society's 
club  rooms  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

Fall  Programs  -  To  be  announced. 

PROGRAMS  -  COUNTS 

October  14:  Fall  Count.  Compiler,  Brad  Lown  (tel.  688-9455)*  Call  Brad 

to  obtain  further  information  or  to  volunteer  to  help  cover 
one  of  our  28  Sections  in  this  important  annual  census. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELB  TRIPS 


October  26-27:  Hawk  Cliff  Overnight. .. "Let ' s  Pray  for  a  Repeat."  Co-leaders, 

Bob  Andrle  (tel.  895-5200,  days)  and  Peter  &  Lois  Matlock 
(tel.  652-4519)*  We  will  depart  Buffalo  on  Friday  night  and 
return  late  Saturday,  hopefully  after  a  repeat  of  last  year's 
outstanding  hawk  flight  at  this  St.  Thomas,  Ontario  landmark 
about  150  miles  from  Buffalo.  The  leaders  hold  an  option  to 
postpone  the  trip  24  hours  if  hawk  flight  conditions  warrant, 
and  any  change  will  be  communicated  to  participants  by  Thurs¬ 
day,  October  25.  Interested  participants  should  reserve  over¬ 
night  accommodation  at  either  the  Maple  Leaf  Motel  (tel.  416- 
65I-658O)  or  l/endie  Leigh  Motel  (tel.  416-651-7580),  then 
notify  the  Matlocks  as  to  a)  number  of  people  in  your  party 
and  where  you  are  staying,  b)  local  contact  point  in  event 
plans  change,  and  c)  whether  you  need  a  ride  or  can  offer  car- 
pool  space  to  other  participants.  Both  motels  are  on  Route  5 
on  the  east  edge  of  St.  Thomas,  just  10  miles  from  the  Hawk 
Cliff  lookout.  Additional  birding  is  planned  for  the  Lake 
Erie  shore  on  the  drive  home. 
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The  temperatures  in  May  averaged  out  to  be  seasonable  but  the  weather 
was  divided  into  periods  of  contbas title  hot  and  unseasonably  cool.  The  first 
week  of  the  month  was  col  an  was'  followed  by  a  ten  (fey- period  of  unseasonably 
warm  weather  in  which  record  temperatures  of  85>°  (F),  8l°(F)  and  87° (F)  were 
recorded  on  the  8th,  9th  and  11th  respectively.  The  next  two  weeks  were 
cloudy  and  cool  with  a  return  to  warmer  weather  on  the  30th.  The  average 
teinoerature  for  the  month  was  5>6.9°(F),  1.8°  above  the  norm;  precipitation 
measured  only  1.63  inches,  1.3b  inches  below  average,  with  most  of  the  rain 
falling  in  heavy  showers  on  Hay  12th  an'  2^th.  (Meteorological  data  as 
recorded  at  the  Greater  Buffalo  International Airport. ) 

As  has  been  the  pattern  in  rbcent  years,  the  migration  of  small 
passerines  in  our  area  did  not  become  heavy  until  the  advent  of  the  warmer 
weather  in  the  second  week  of  May,  blurring  the  traditional  distinction  between 
’earlier'  arriving  species  of  warblers  and  other  migrants  expected  in  l^te 
April  an  ’later’  arrivals.  In  the  latter  category  is  the  Blackpoll  Warbler, 
a  very  early  exainnle  of  which  was  seen  by  Dave  Freeland  in  the  Tifft  Farm 
Nature  Center  in  Buffalo  on  Hay  8th,  one  of  the  many  species  in  the  first  big 
wave  of  migrant  passerines  of  the  season.  Of  interest  in  this,  spring  migration 
was  the  unusually  large  number  of  reports  of  White-eyed  Vireo,  a  bird  of  more 
austral  affinity  x^hose  status  as  a  breeding  summer  resident  in  our  study  area 
is  not  clearly  defined.  In  spite  of  the  high  water  clone  the  north  shore  of 
Lake  Erie,  the  spring  passage  of  shorebirds  was  good.  Only  two  records  of  Whimbre' 
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reached  the  compiler,  26  birds  seen  along  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  during 
the  annual  May  census  on  the  20th  and  one  bird  at  Hock  Point  Provincial  Park 
near  Port  Maitland,  seen  by  Mike  Zebehazy  on  May  27th.  A  record  205  dowitchers 
were  seen  in  one  flock  by  Mary  and  John  Porness  and  members  of  the  Allegany 
County  Bird  Club  on  mud  flats  in  the  inlet  area  of  Cuba  Lake  in  Cuba,  N.Y.  on 
May  15th.  Most  of  these  birds  were  Short-billed  Dowitchers  but  many  individuals 
had  bill  lengths  exceeding  ten  inches  and  other  recognizable  morphological 
differences  which  led  the  observers  to  suspect  that  they  were  different  from  their 
short-billed  eongeners  and  possibly  two  species  comprised  this  flock.  This, 
however,  is  a  problem  that  most  field  observations  cannot  satisfactorily  solve. 

An  exciting  post-script  to  the  * Winter  of  the  Great  Gray  Owl*  alluded 
to  in  this  newsletter  in  the  March  issue  was  the  recovery  of  an  injured  immature 
male  bird  of  this  species  in  St.  Catherine’s,  Ontario  on  May  14th.  The  owl, 
apparently  struck  by  a  car,  was  found  alive  and  put  in  the  capable  hands  of 
Katherine  McKeever,  who  operates  the  Owl  Hehabilitation  Research  Foundation  at 
Vineland,  Ontario.  Mrs.  McKeever* s  note  on  the  recovery  and  the  ensuing  events 
is  published  elsewhere  in  these  pages.  It  is  the  only  verified  record  of  a 
Great  Gray  Owl  reaching  the  Niagara  Peninsula  and  our  study  area  during  the 
spectacular  invasion  early  in  1979*  Mention  should  be  made  of  a  hypothetical 
record  in  April.  On  April  11th,  Gloria  D'Agostino  and  Lorraine  Giovinazzo, 
biology  students  at  St.  Bonaventure  University  near  Olean,  saw  a  large  owl  sitting 
in  the  branch  of  a  tree  near  the  highway  at  Knapp  Creek  in  the  Town  of  Allegany 
in  Cattaraugus  County,  N.Y.  only  a  few  miles  from  the  Pennslyvania  border.  The 
bird,  which  was  remarkably  tame,  was  observed  at  a  distance  of  only  twelve  feet 
from  its  perch  and  described  by  its  discoverers  in  some  detail.  They  are  satisfied 
it  was  a  Great  Gray  Owl.  ■  ■ 

Other  interesting  records  for  the  month  include  a  Varied  Thrush  reported 
from  the  Town  of  West  £6neca  by  Joe  Kikta  on  May  3rd  and  a  Worm-eating  Warbler 
seen  by  Robert  Andrle  and  Richard. Byron "in  Delaware  Park  in  Buffalo  ort  May  2nd. 

Joseph  F.  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue,  Kenmore,  N.Y.  14127 
NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS' 

Underlined  common  names,  dates ,or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable,  detailed 
written  verification  according  to;  the  'Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western  New 'York 
and  Adjacent  Ontario '  (-B.0.S.  1976)  has  been'  received  and  placed  in  the  permanent 
files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society*  tv  '•  '■  '  V.  J 

r-.  •  1  •  •  r- 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration  v  ■  .  '  '  '  ' 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding’ station  v 
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Common  Loon 

May 

1,2,17, 

18  1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

If 

5 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Schaffner 

If 

6 

.  1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,  Ont, 

.Freeland, et  al 

tt 

6 

1 

Lowbanks,  Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

If 

6 

1 

Cuba 

Fomesses 

_ 

tt 

20-31 

2 

Portville 

Fornesses 

II 

22-31 

1 

Tifft  Farm  ■. .  ’ 

O'Dell, et  al 

If 

30 

1 

Mohawk  Bay,  Ont. 

Schaffner, A. Clark 

Horned  Grefe  e 

II 

6 

9 

L.Erie  Shore,  Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

Double-crested  Cormorarit 

"6 

1 

Mohawk  Is.,  Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

n 

6 

2 

Stromness,  Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

If 

24 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

McKales 

II 

24 

1 

Wilspn 

Me  Kales 

* 

If 

27 

8 

Mohawk  Is . ,  On  t . 

Zebehazy, Schaffner, et  al 

(BOS 

it 

30 

12 

Mohawk  Bay,  Ont. 

Schaffner, A. Clark 

Great  Blue  Heron 

n 

8 

11 

Hamburg  (Pinehurst)Schaffner, A. Clark 

Great  Egret 

ii 

30 

1 

Port  Maitland, Ont . 

A. Clark, Schaffner 

*Snowy  Egret 

?? 

30 

1 

Port  Maitland, Ont . 

Schaffner, A. Clark 

Black-crowned  Night  Hefbn 

.  9,14 

1,1 

South  Buffalo 

O'Dell 

n 

51 

5 

Tifft1  Farm 

O’Dell 

*Least  Bittern 

ii 

22 

1:  , 

■Tifft  Farm 

Freeland 

American  Bittern 

n 

5 

1  i. 

i: Keeney  Swamp 

Brooks 

ii 

23 

1 

Tbnawanda  WMA 

McKales 

Redhead 

it 

5 

14 

South  Buffalo 

O'Dell 

ii 

6 

9 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

Ring-necked  Duck 

H 

4 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Schaffner 

ii 

9 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

O'Dell 

Canvasback 

u 

1  • 

5 

12 

South  Buffalo 

O'Dell 

ft 

6 

1 

Mud! Lake, Ont. 

Freelhnd, et  al 

Greater  Scaup 

ft 

6 

200 

L.Erie  Shore, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

Lesser  Scaup 

II 

8 

5 

Tifft  Farm 

Freeland  •<" 

Common  Goldeneye 

If 

6 

45 

L.Erie  Shore, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

Buffi etie ad 

If 

6 

550 

L.Erie  Shore, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

It 

.  6 

8 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

* 

If 

50 

1 

Port  Maitland, Ont . 

A. Clark, Schaffner 

Oldsquaw 

It 

•:6 

8., 

Amity  Lake 

V. Pitzricks 

fl 

6 

2 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Freeland, Aet  al • 

Common  Merganser 

If 

6 

25 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Freeland, et  'al 

It 

50 

4 

Mohawk  Bay, Ont. 

ArOlark, Schaffner 

Red-breasted  Merganser  " 

:5,5 ' 

50,27 

South  Buffalo 

0* Bell: '  . 

IT 

6 

175 

L.Erie,  Shore,  Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

If 

2f 

2 

Mohawk  Is . , On  t . 

Zdbehazy, Schaffner, et  al 

ft 

7 

(BOS) 

ft 

50 

5 

Mohawk  Bay, Ont. 

: Schaffner, A. Clark 

Goshawk 

11 

5,17 

5,1 

Alfred  Area 

Brooks 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

ft 

4 

« 

1 

Alfred  Area 

Brooks 
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Cooper's  Hawk 
Rough- legged  Hawk 
Osprey- 


Turkey 

Virginia  Rail 

*Sora 

American  Coot 
•*Black-bellied  Plover 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

Whimbrel 

^Upland  Sandpiper  * 

■  *  **"  V. 

*Red  Knot 

*Least  Sandpiper 
*Dunlin 
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May 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

'  n 

ff 

ff 


ff 

ff 

ff 

ff 

f» 


ft 

ft 

ff 


ft 

tf 


7 

1 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

8 

156 

Hamburg (Pin ehurs t ) Schaffner, A • Clark 

9 

1 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

5,8 

1, 

1 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

7: 

1 

Cuba 

Fornesses 

17<,l3,21, 

29  1 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

5 

2 

Boston 

O'Dell 

16 

1 

Holland 

Becker  . 

20 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Partridges 

1 

1 

Beaver  Meadow 

Becker 

2,10 

1, 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

5,6 

2, 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

5 

1 

Scio 

Pitzricks 

4 

1 

Hinsdale 

Fornesses 

6 

1 

Cattaraugus  I. 

R.  Andrles 

6 

: .  i 

Riverhurst 

Fornesses 

'8 

l 

Hamburg(pinehurst) Schaffner, A .Clark 

19 

l 

Collins 

Bogacki,et  al 

17 

i 

Amity 

V.Pitarick 

25 

l 

Frewsburg 

Elderkins 

26 

l 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

51 

2 

Portville 

Fornesses 

8 

2 

Tifft  Farm 

Freeland 

22 

1 

Tifft  Farm 

O'Dell 

25 

5 

Tonawanda  WMA 

McKales 

5F 

1 

Clarence 

McKales 

22 

2 

Times  Beach 

Freeland 

5 

5 

South  Buffalo 

O’Dell 

22P 

1 

Times  Beach 

Freeland 

50 

1 

.Rockhouse  Pt., 

Ont. A. Clark, Schaffner 

22 

2 

Buffalo 

Schaffner, et  al 

27 

5, 

Rockhouse  Pt., 

Ont .Zebehazy, Schaffner, et  al 

• 

:  (BOS) 

27, 

2 

Erie  Beach, Ont 

. .  v‘  Zebehazy, Schaffner, et  al 

(BOS) 

27 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt., 

Ont.Bogacki, Zebehazy, Schaffner^ 

et  al  (BOS) 

6F 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt., 

Ont.  Freeland, et  al 

6F 

1 

Stromness, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

15 

2 

North  Java 

Partridges 

19 

1 

Akron 

Foster, Byron, Partridge 

27F 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt., 

On t .  Bogacki , Schaffner, Zebehazy 

et  al  (BOS) 

18F 

2 

Clarence 

Freeland  M 

6F 

2 

Stonemill  Pt., 

Ont.  Freeland, et  al 

27 

5 

Rockhouse  Pt., 

Ont,  Zebehazy, Schaffner, et  al 

(BOS) 

50 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt., 

Ont.  A. Clark, Schaffner 

50 

2 

Mohawk  Is • , Ont 

•  A  .Clark, Schaffner 

-  82  - 
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*Short-billed  Dowitcher 

n 

13F 

200  Cuba , Lake 

Fornesses, Scotts 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

ff 

27 

1  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt, 

,  Schaffner, Zebehazy,  et 

al  (BOS) 

II 

50 

34 -Clarence 

Freeland 

Wilson's  Phalarope 

ff 

28 

1  Bethany 

Keller, Masons, Mahaneys 

*Caspian  Tern 

ff 

6F 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

?» 

12 

2  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt, 

.Andrle,  et  al 

n 

50 

3  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

.  Schaffner, A . Clark 

•*Black  Tern 

«t 

6f 

1  Lowbanks, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

■*Yellow-villed  Cuckoo 

it 

8F 

2  Tifft  Farm 

O’Dell 

*Black-billed  Cuckoo 

n 

10F 

2  Amity 

V.Pitzrick  • 

>1 

11 

1  Limestone 

VanScoys 

*Whip-poor-will 

9E22  , 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

•^Common  Nighthawk 

n 

7F  -  f 

1  Clarence  • 

Freelands 

if 

9 

1  Fggertsville 

McKales 

Chimney  Swift 

t  f 

5 

3  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

•^Ruby-throated  Hummingbird 

"12F 

‘ 1  Collins 

O'Dell 

it 

12 

1  Erie  Beach, Ont.' 

Andrle, et  al 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

ti 

9 

1  Abino  Woods,  Onts. 

Freeland 

»t 

19,28 

1  Tonawanda 

Partridge, et  al 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

ii 

8 

1 3  Hamburg ( Pinehurs  t ) A . Clark 

♦i 

8 

5 .  Times  Beach  ,  ' 

O'Dell 

Eastern  Kingbird 

ii 

7 

1  East  Amherst- 

Freeland 

*Great  Crested  Flycatcher  " 

8F 

1  Tifft  Farm 

O’Dell 

it 

9 

1  Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

n 

9 

1  Alfred  area 

Brooks  v 

n 

9 

1  Limestone 

VanScoys 

n 

9 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher 

"  29 

1  South  Buffalo 

O'Dell 

it 

50 

1  Hamburg 

O'Dell 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

ft 

27 

1  Abino  Hills, Ont., 

Byron, Zebehazy, Schaffner, 

et  al  (BOS) 

Willow  Flycatcher 

ft 

20 

: , 4  New  Albion 

J.  Chappie 

Alder  Flycatcher 

ft 

20  , 

3  New  Albion 

J.  Chappie 

*Least  Flycatcher 

it 

IF 

1  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

tt 

k  4 

1 .Forest  Lawn 

Schaffner 

*Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

if 

4 

1  -East  Amherst 

Fre eland 

it 

8 

2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

■  L  '  '  ’ 

it 

8 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Wend ling, Mitchell 

ii 

8 

1  Erie; Beach, Ont. 

Andrle, Byron 

*01ive-sided  Flycatcher 

ft 

22F 

1  Tifft  Farm 

Freeland 

Cliff  Swallow 

it 

6 

4  Camelot  Beach, Ont 

•  Freeland, et- al 

it 

8 

5  Amity  Lake 

V.Pitzrick  •  r- 

Blue  Jay 

H 

8 

1777  Hamburg ( Pinehurs t) A. Clark, Schaffner 

■^Common  Raven 

!? 

18 

1  Ward 

Brooks 

Tufted  Titmouse 

ft 

1-51 

1-2  Spring  Brook 

Danner 
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Winter  Wren  May  5 

1 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

"  5 

1 

Belaware  Park 

Wendling, et  al 

Carolina  Wren 

"  5 

,  .  1. 

Amherst  .  i.  ........ 

>.•  Freeland 

* Long-billed  Marsh  Wren 

"  8F 

4 

Tifft  Farm 

Freeland 

Mockingbird 

”  3-51 

1 

Olean 

Fomesses 

"  7  ... 

1 

Cuba  ' 

Fomesses 

"  12 

1 

Clarence 

Partridges 

"  19 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Foster, Byron, Partridge 

Gray  Catbird 

"  3F 

6 

South  Buffalo 

O'Dell 

"  4 

4 

Belmont 

Burtons 

^Varied  Thrush 

"  3 

1 . 

West  Seneca 

Kikta 

Wood  Thrush 

"  2 

2 

.  Spring  Brook 

Danner 

*Swainson's  Thrush 

"'  5F 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Foster, Daniels, et  al 

"  8 

1 

E^gertsville 

McKales  .  : 

*Gray-cheeked  Thrush 

"  10F 

1  . 

Tifft  Farm 

Freeland 

"  19 

1 

Clymer 

Elderkin, et  al 

"  30 

1 

Eggertsville 

MfKales 

*Veery 

"  4P 

1 

Limestone 

VanScoys  , 

"  4 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Schaffner 

Eastern  Bluebird 

"  1-31 

14 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

"  1-31 

2-4 

Limestone  . 

.  VanScoys 

"  1-31 

1-6 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

M  5,10  ' 

2,2 

Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

"  5,9 

2,1.. 

Angelica 

Burtons, Jordan 

"  19 

:  y 

Collins 

Bogacki,et  al 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

;"  28,30 

4,1 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Water  Pipit 

"  6 

6 

Camelot  Beach, Ont. 

Faman.,  Novosel 

"  13 

2 

North  Java 

Partridges 

White-eyed  Vireo 

"  12 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,,  Ont. 

Andrle,et  al 

"  12 

1 

Carrollton 

VanScoys, V.Pitzrick,  et 

"  18 

_  1 

Delaware  Park 

Freeland 

"  19 

2 

.Port  Maitland, Ont. 

Williams, Siegner 

*Yellow- throated  Vireo 

"  3F,5,9 

i: 

South  Buffalo 

O'Dell  .  ■ 

"  10-22 

2-4 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

"  10 

2 

Tifft  Farm 

Freeland 

*Red-eyed  Vireo 

"  8F 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle, Byron 

"  8F 

2 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

"  8F 

1 

Eggertsville 

McKales  r. 

^Philadelphia  Vireo 

"  8F 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Daniels 

"  13 

-1 

Clarence  Y 

Partridge 

"  15 

2 

Limestone 

VanScoys 

Warbling  Vireo 

"  1 

2 

Spring  Brook  ;  - 

Danner 

*Black-and- white  Warbler”  3E 

1 

Delaware  Park; 

Freeland 

"  3 

1 

Amity 

V,  Pi tz rick 

"  3 

1 

South  Buffalo 

O'Dell 

*Pro thono  tary  V/arbler 

"  14 

1 

Iroquois  NWR  ■ 

Daniels, et  al 

"  19,20 

1,2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Partridge,  et  al 

"  23 

1 

Iroquois  NWR  . 

McKales 

*Worm- eating  Warbler 

"  2-3 

i 

De 1 awa re  Park 

Andrle, Byron; Freeland 

*Golden-winged  Warbler 

"  8F 

i  • 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Daniels, et  al-  - 

"  9 

l 

Eggertsville 

McKales 

*Blue-winged  Warbler 

"  3F 

l 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 
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May 

7 

3 

Amity 

V»Pitzrick 

^Brewster’ s"  Warbler 

II 

15F 

1 

Amity  ,p>r  - 

V.Pitzrick 

^Tennessee  Warbler 

II 

6f 

1 

Crescent  Park,  On t>* 

Freeland, et  al 

ft 

8 

3 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

*Nashville  Warbler 

!? 

2F 

1 

Allred  area 

Brooks 

?! 

4 

2 

Delaware  Park  - 

Schaffner 

■^Northern  Parula; 

n 

5F 

1 

Forest  Lawni  y  , 

Foster, Daniels,  et 

al 

?? 

8 

1 

Tifft  Farm  c 

Freeland 

.  •  r  >  , 

tt 

9F,18 

1,1 

Delaware  Parky; 

Freeland 

*Magnolia  Warbler 

it 

4 

1 

Williamsville  , 

Freeland 

.  . _ _ _  (  .  ^ 

m 

■  7 

1 

Alfred  area  r 

K1  ingen smith 

n 

7 

1 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

«V 

n  ' 

?7  . 

1, 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt; 

Schaffner, Zebehazy, et  al 

(BOS) 

*Cape  May  Warbler 

ii 

5F 

2’ 

Tifft  Farm  »• 

O’Dell  ■■  •  „t  • 

-vp-y 

I? 

5 

1  - 

i  r Spring  Brook 

Danner 

.  •**  •  , .  •“  . . „ 

it 

5/ 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Foster, Daniels,  et 

al 

?! 

5 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Foster, Daniels,  et 

al 

*Black-thr,  Blue  Warbler" 

.  6f  . 

1 

Sugarloaf  Pt.,0nt. 

Freeland,  et  al 

?? 

6F 

1 

Morgan’s  Pt.,0nt. 

Freeland,  et  al 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

.  it 

1-31 

1-40  i 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

?! 

31 

3 

Alfred  area 

Klingensmith 

Black- thr.  Green  Warbler1 

"30 

•  1 

r Rockhouse  Pt . , Ont • 

A. Clark, Schaffner, 

^Cerulean  Warbler 

!? 

10F 

„.-l 

Point  Gratiot 

Andrle, Schaffner, A .Clark 

?! 

11 

2 

Clarence  Center 

Freeland 

^Blackburnian  V/arbler 

_!• 

6F- 

1 

Morgan’s  Pt.,Qnt.- 

Freeland-,  et  al 

,  :  v-' 

?! 

9 

4 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

■> 

?! 

■9 

1 

South  Buffalo 

O’Dell 

?! 

30 

4 

Hamburg 

O’Dell 

r 

*Chestnut-sided  Warbler" 

8F 

4 

Tifjft  Farm 

Freeland 

•  •  ■■  ..  ;  , 

?! 

9 

1 

Spring  Brook  r, 

Danner 

J  -  -  *  • 

!? 

9 

2 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

!! 

9 

1 

South  Buffalo  $  * 

O'Dell 

*Bay-Breasted  -Warbler 

it 

8F 

2 

Tifft  Farm  t!  • 

O’Dell 

ii 

SF 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont.  : 

Daniels, et  al 

?! 

30 

6 

Hamburg  .r-.r  ■ 

O’Dell 

*Blackpoll  Warbler 

ii 

8F  ;  • 

1 

Tifft  Farm  ’ 

Freeland 

Pine  Warbler 

!! 

10 

1 

Alfred  area  \._r 

Brooks 

*Prairie  V/arbler 

ff 

5,14,28 

,30  1, 

2,1,1  Amity  5 

V.Pitzrick 

?! 

9-31 

1-2 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

!! 

21  . 

2 

Amity 

R.Pitzrick 

*0venbird 

!? 

3F 

1 

De lav/are  Park’-- 

Freeland 

!! 

5 

1 

Amity.  i? —i  ‘ 

V.Pitzrick  -  ■  ■  • 

* 

?! 

5 

1 

Delaware  Park,  r 

Foster, Daniels, ‘et 

al 

*Northern  .Waterthrush 

ti 

5F 

5 

Kenney  Swamp 

Brooks 

... 

1? 

5F 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Foster, Daniels, et  al; 

Wendling, et  al 
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*Louisiana  Waterthrush  May  5F 

1 

•Alfred  area 

K1  ingen smith 

*Mourning  Warbler 

»» 

19F 

.  1 

Collins 

Bogacki,et  al 

*Common  Yellowthroat 

It 

6f 

1 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

ff 

7 

5 

Alfred  area 

K1  ingen smith 

If 

7 

1 

South  Buffalo 

O’Dell  ... 

ff 

7  * 

1 

Slarence  Center 

Freeland 

*Yellow-breasted  Chat 

ff 

8F,  11 

•  1 

South  Buffalo 

O'Dell 

ff 

9 

1 

Abino  Woods, Ont. 

Freeland 

*Hooded  Warbler 

1! 

7F 

1 

Scio 

V.Pitzrick 

ff 

7  •  ■ 

1 

Hamburg 

O'Dell 

*Wilson's  Warbler 

t! 

8F 

lt 

Crescent  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle, Byron 

- 

ff 

8 

2 

South  Buffalo  y 

O’Dell 

»» 

50 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt . , Ont • 

Schaffner 

tt 

50 

1 

Hamburg 

O'Dell 

^Canada  Warbler 

n 

8F 

1 

South  Buffalo 

O'Dell 

tt 

9 

1 

Limestone 

VanScoy 

ff 

27 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Zebehazy, Schaffner, et  a 

(BOS 

ff 

27 

1 

Abino  Hills, Ont. 

Zebehazy, Schaffner, et  £ 

(BOS 

*American  Redstart 

»» 

7F 

2 

Amity.,,.  ,  ■ , 

V.Pitzrick 

ff 

7F 

1 

Clarence  Center 

Freeland 

ff 

7F 

1 

Alfred  area 

K1 ingen smith 

^Bobolink 

tt 

IF 

1 

Kiantone 

Elderkins 

ff 

5 

2 

Clarence 

Wendl ings 

*Northern  Oriole 

ff 

5F  . 

1 

East  Amerherst 

Freeland  , 

r* 

5F 

1 

EJggertsville 

Me Kales 

ff 

8 

167 

Hamburg  (Pinehurst) 

A. Clark, Schaffner 

*Scarlet  Tanager 

ti 

5F 

1 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

tt 

8 

■5 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Daniels, et  al 

»t 

8 

4 

Hamburg  (Pinehurst) 

A. Clark, Schaffner 

tt 

8 

5 

Tifft  Farm 

Wendling, Mitchell 

ff 

8 

5 

Tifft  Farm 

O'Dell 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

ff 

5 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Freeland 

ff 

.3 

2 

-■  Limestone 

VanScoys 

*Indigo  Bunting 

ff 

10F 

1 

South  Buffalo 

O'Dell 

ff 

10F 

1 

Point  Gratiot 

A. Clark, Andrle, Schaffn 

Evening  Grosbeak 

ff 

1-4 

1-5 

Belmont 

Burtons  , 

tt 

5 

1 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

tt 

7 

8 

Scio 

V.Pitzrick 

ff 

15 

1 

Beaver  Meadow 

Partridges 

ff 

18 

1 

Beaver  Meadow 

Becker 

House  Pinch 

ff 

1-51 

8-10 

%gertsville 

McKales 

ff 

1-51 

4-7 

Belmont 

Burtons 

ff 

7 

2 

Scio 

V.Pitzrick, Kilmer 

Pine  Siskin 

ff 

6 

1 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

ff 

24-51 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 
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American  Goldfinch 

May 

8 

96 

Hamburg ( Pinehur s  t ) 

Schaffner, A. Clark 

*Grasshopper  Sparrow 

It 

10  F 

1 

Williamsville 

Freeland 

II 

19-51 

1-4 

Alfred  area 

Brooks  ' .  -  -  : . 

it 

50 

1 

Clarence 

Freeland 

Henslow’s. Sparrow 

tl 

ll 

6 

Clarence 

Freeland 

Vesper  Sparrow 

II 

9 

2 

Fort  Erie,0nt. 

Freeland 

II 

11 

1 

Clarence  Center 

Freeland 

I? 

22 

2 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

t! 

27 

1 

Erie  Beach, On t. 

Byron, Zebehazy, Schaffner 

et  al  (BOS 

*Lincoln's  Sparrow 

If 

7F 

1 

Clarence  Center 

Freeland 

II 

18 

1 

South  Buffalo 

O'Dell 

II 

19 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

McKales 

II 

19 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Me  Kales 

Species, subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year.. . .....168 

*  -  .  i'  i’ t ,  ,•  ;•  '  • *  * 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  reorded  this  issue . .  75* 

>  ,  ,  (*  -  Including  10  from  May  Count) 

Total  for  year.  . . . . . . . . . . . . 241 

1979  NESTING  RECORDS  -II 


Great  Blue  Heron 
Green  Heron 

Mallard 
Black  Duck 
Ruffed  Grouse 
American  Woodcock 
Eastern  Bluebird 

Northern  Oriole 
House  Finch 


May 

12 

, 12  ad.,12N,Y 

Cuba 

1? 

1-14 

N2E,  N4E 

South  Buffalo 

If 

25 

N4Y 

South  Buffalo 

It 

28 

20Y0 

Forest  Lawn 

If 

11 

7Y0 

South  Buffalo 

II 

5 

ad.,  N12E 

'Villenova 

11 

25 

ad.,5Y0 

Amity 

11 

1-51 

7N 

Amity 

If 

51 

N4E 

Amity 

11 

28  .  ,  •  r 

N 

Tonawanda, I.R. 

11 

2:7 

2,adf ,bldg,N;  1 

ad.f.mN  Buffalo 

V.Pitzrick, Brook, 

O’Dell 

O’Dell 

O'Dell 

O'Dell 

Christensen 

V.Pitzrick 

V.Pitzrick 

V.Pitzrick 

Partridge 

Andrle 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 
Report  of  May,  1979  Bird^ Count 

•  '  V  ;  i 

Compiled  by  John  and  Mary  Forness 

Date :  May  20,  1979 

Weather:  The  low  was  49  degrees  Fahrenheit,  the  high  72.  A  5-percent  cloud 
cover  meant  good  visibility  most  of  the  day.  Winds  were  southwest  at  5-10 
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miles  per  hour.  A  few  souths rri  sections  reported  light  sprinkles  after  6:00  p.m. 
DST. 


Compilation :  Following  is  a  list  of  species  reported  on  the  Count  with  the  total 
numbers  for  each  species.  Figures  in  parentheses  indicate  section  numbers  where 
species  were  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections.  Underlined  common  names  indicate 
that  acceptable  written  verifications  were  received  for  the  permanent  files  of  the 
Society.  An  asterisk  before  a  species  name  indicates  first  record  for  the  year  in 
the  B.O.S.  Territory.  ‘ 


Loons  -  Mergansers 

\  f 


Common  Loon 
Horned  Grebe 
Pied-billed  Grebe 
Double-cr.  Cormorant 
Great  Blue  Heron 
Green  Heron 
Great  Egret 
Black-cr.  Night  Heron 
American ' Bittern  *  1  * • 
Canada  Goose 
Mallard 
Black  Buck 
Gadwall 


23 

1  (7) 

15 

1  (7) 

259 

64  '  ‘  -  * 

1  (22)  - 
50  (9,11,21) 
•  -5 . 


508 
395 
1  (5) 

17  (5,10,11) 


Green-winged  Teal 
Blue-winged  Teal 
American  Wigeon 
Northern  Shove ler 
Wood  Buck 
Ring-necked  Buck 
Geater  Scaup 
Lesser  Scaup 
Buf flehead . . . ,  , . . 
Oldsquaw 

Hooded  Merganser 
Common  Merganser 
Red-br.  Merganser 


Vultures  -  Rails 


11  (10,19,26) 
65 
9 

5  (10) 

145 

3  (i,n)  . 

6  (6) 

11  (1,7,11) 

.  4  (8) 

1  (7) 

9  (5,13,28) 
13  (6,28) 

5  (6,8) 


Turkey  Vulture 

100 

Osprey 

2 

(18,26) 

Goshawk 

1  (28) 

American  Kestrel 

84 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

9  (13,23,28) 

Ruffed  Grouse 

34 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

13 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

16 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

121 

Turkey 

26 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

18 

Virginia  Rail 

1 

(10) 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

13 

.  '  Sora 

4  (1,10) 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

1  (25) 

Common  Gallinule 

14 

Marsh  Hawk 

11 

American  Coot 

6 

(1,22) 

Shorebirds 

Semipalmated  Plover 

13  (10,11) 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

1 

(25) 

Killdeer 

586 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

1 

(22) 

*Fuddy  Turnstone 

5  (1,8) 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

2 

(7,25) 

American  Woodcock 

19 

Least  Sandpiper 

-27 

Common  Snipe 

28 

Dunlin 

8 

(1,8) 

*Whimbrel 

26  (8) 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

3 

(26)  . 

Upland  Sandpiper 

5 

■^Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

4 

(1,11) 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

106 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

4 
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Great  Bl. -backed  Gull 
Herring  Gull 
Ring-billed  Gull 
Bonaparte's  Gull 
Common  Tern 
Caspian  Tern 
Black  Tern 
Rock  Bove 
Mourning  Dove 
Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 
Black-billed  Cuckoo 
Screech  Owl 
Great  H0med  Owl 
Barred  Owl  .  .. .. 

Whip-poor-will 
Common  Nighthawk 
Chimney  Swift 


H.  Lakk  (praticola) 
Tree  Swallow 
Bank  Swallow 
Rough— w.  Swallow 
Barn  Swallow 
Cliff  Swallow 
Purple  Martin 
Blue  Jay 
Common  Crow 
Black-c •  Chickadee 
Tufted  Ti tmou s e 
White-br.  Nuthatch 
Red-br.  Nuthatch 
Brown  Creeper 


Blue-g.  Gnatcatcher 
Golden-cr.  Kinglet 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 
Cedar  Waxwing 
Starling  ,, 
White-eyed  Wired 

Yellow- thr.  ,Vireo 
Solitary  Vireo 


Gulls.  - 

*  » 

Flycatchers 

4  ' 

13  (8) 

Ruby-t.  Hummingbird 

80 

78 

Belted  Kingf i she r 

91 

3469 

Common  Flicker 

226 

151  (1,26) 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

.6 

376 

Red-bel.  Woodpecker 

11 

2  (8,26) 

Red-h.  Woodpecker 

30 

87 

Yellow-bel.  'Sapsucker 

11 

1112 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

54 

679 

Downy  Woodpecker 

141 

9 

Eastern  Kingbird 

379r 

39 

Great  Cr.  Flycatcher 

210 

2  (13,28) 

Eastern  Phoebe 

195 

20 

*Yellow-bel.  Flycatcher 

2 

5 

*Acadian  Flycatcher 

1 

1  (28) 

*Willow  Flycatcher 

61 

27 

*Alder  Flycatcher 

35 

580 

Least  Flycatcher 

181 

* 

E.  Wood  Pewee 

135 

Larks  - 

-  Thrushes 

44 

House  Wren 

560 

874 

Winter  Wren 

3 

413 

Carolina  Wren 

1 

65 

Long-b.  Marsh  Wren 

17 

2052 

*Short-b.  Marsh  Wren 

1 

68 

Mockingbird  ; or 

5 

769 

Gray  Catbird  y, 

862 

598 

Brown  Thrasher 

69 

1022 

American  Robin 

4023 

469 

Wood  Thrush 

440 

6 

Hermit  Thrush 

9 

91 

Swainson's  Thrush 

34 

12 

Veery 

204 

16 

Eastern  Bluebird 

100 

Kinglets  - 

Weaver  Finches 

7  (5,25,28) 

Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler 

r  •  i 

15 

6  (5,28) 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

110 

7  (1,11,24) 

Bl.-thr.  Gr.  Warbler 

106 

609 

Cerulean  Warbler 

17 

3749 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

65 

3  ..(e) 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

171 

33 

Bay-hreasted  Warbler 

22 

497 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

16 

89  - 

(21,26) 

(8) 


(22,27) 

(19) 

(6) 
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Kinglets  -  Weaver  Finches  (con't.) 


Red-eyed  Vireo 

497 

Prairie  -Warbler 

:.4 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

3  (15,24) 

Ovenbird 

158 

V/arbling  Vireo 

186 

Northern  Waterthrush 

18 

B1 ,-&Wh.  Warbler 

13 

La.  Waterthrush 

14 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

2  (5) 

Mourning  Warbler 

44 

Golden-w.  Warbler 

12 

Common  Yellowthroat 

731 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

86 

Yellow-breasted  Chat 

;i 

Tennessee  Warbler 

93 

Hooded  Warbler 

28 

Nashville  Warbler 

57 

Wilson ’ s  Warbler 

"6 

Northern  Parula 

1  (26)' 

Canada  Warbler 

30 

Yellow  Warbler 

1602 

American  Redstart 

3Q7 

Magnolia  Warbler 

81 

House  Sparrow 

2517' 

Cape  May  Warbler 

8 

.  - 

•Blackbirds  -  Finches 

Bobolink 

1255 

American  Goldfinch 

1508 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

335 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

244 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

8302 

Savannah  Sparrow 

332 

•^Orchard  Oriole 

3  (23) 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

9 

Northern  Oriole 

820 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

11 

Rusty  Blackbird 

20  (6) 

Vesper  Sparrow 

15 

Common  Grackle 

5424 

Bark-eyed  Junco 

88 

Brown-h .  Cowbi rd 

1010 

Chipping  Sparrow 

780 

Scarlet  Tanager 

200 

Field  Sparrow 

209 

Cardinal 

405 

White-cr.  Sparrow 

22 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

483 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

27 

Indigo  Bunting 

319 

Fox  Sparrow 

1 

Evening  Grosbeak 

11  (17,19) 

Lincoln's  Sparrow 

6 

Purple  Finch 

142 

Swamp  Sparrow 

92 

House  Finch 

21 

Song  Sparrow 

1628 

Total  Species: 

194 

Total  Individuals: 

59,210 

Total  Observers: 

205 

(28) 


(8) 

f  ■ 


(25) 

(3,11,13) 


A  10-Year  Comparison  (record  May  Count  highs  and  lows  also  noted  in  parentheses) 
White-eyed  Vireos  showed  up  for  the  second  time  ever  on  a  May  Count.  The  first 
appearance  was  in  1976.  Prairie  Warbler  count  was  the  highest  ever  with  1-2 
individuals  observed  1971-77,  except  in  1973  when  none  were  observed,  then  3 
individuals  were  cuunted  in  1978. 
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Loons-Mergansers :  High  counts  for  Black-crowned  Night  Heron,  Canada  Goose 
(record)  and  Wood  Duck  (record).  lows  for  Bufflehead,  Oldsquaw  and  Red-breasted 
Merganser. 

Vultures- Rails :  Ring-necked  Pheasant  (record)  and  Virginia  Rail  (record)  were 
low.  All  other  species  were  close  to -normal. 

Shorebirds;  Gulls-Flycatchers :  No  highs  or  lows  were  noted  for  shorebirds  or 
gulls.  Willow  Flycatcher  and  Alder  Flycatcher  were  high.  Common  Flicker, 

Pileated  Woodpecker,  Red-headed  V/oodpecker  and  Hairy  Woodpecker  were  low. 

larks- Thru she s :  Low  numbers  were  recorded  for  the  10-year  period  for  the  following 
species:  Homed  Lark;  Rough-winged  Swallow  (lowest  since  1955,  the  first  May 
Count);  Purple  Martin;  Blue  Jay;  Common  Crow;  Black-capped  Chickadee;  Tufted 
Titmouse;  White-breasted  Nuthatch;  Red-breasted  -Nuthatch;  Mockingbird;  Brown 
Thrasher;  American  Robin  and  Hermit  Thrush.  No  10-year  highs  were  recorded. 

Kingle ts-Weaver  Finches:  High  numbers  for  Cedar  Waxwing,  White-eyed  Vireo 
(record),  Yellow-throated  Vireo,  Red-eyed  Vireo,  Prairie  Warbler  (record), 

Louisiana  Waterthrush  (ties  record)  and  Mourning.  Warbler.  Low  were  Cape  May 
Warbler,  Black- throated  Blue  Warbler,-  Yellow-rumped  Warbler  and  House  Sparrow. 

Blackbirds-Finches :  Bobolink  and  Indigo  Bunting  (record)  were  high.  Purple 
Finch,  American  Goldfinch.  White-crowned  Sparrow,  White- throated  Sparrow,  Swamp 
Sparrow  and  Song  Sparrow  were  all  low. 

Comments :  The  compilers  would  like  to  thank  all  section  compilers ’and  observers 
for  their  total  dedication  on  count  day.  The  cooperation  was  excellent  and  app¬ 
reciated  •  Again,  the  Allegany,,  County  Bird  Club  and  Jamestown  Audubon  Society 
excelled  in  numbers  of  observers.  A  noteworthy  thankyou  goes  out  to  both 
organizations.  We  offer  a  special  thank-you  to  Bavid  Freeland  for  .his  expertise. 

Territories  and  Observers  (compilers  are-  underlined-) : 

Ban  Salisbury. 

Not  covered. 

Harriette  Klabunde,  Walter  Klabunde. 

Not  covered. 

John  Morse,  Paul  Benham,  Keith  Jaiy,  Abigail  Wilmer. 
Edward  Williams. 

Harold. Mitchell,  Brian  Lewandowski . 


1.  Fon thill,  Ont. 

2.  Thorold,  Ont. 

3.  Wilson,  N.Y. 

4.  Middleport,  N.Y. 

5 •  Oak  Orchard , N • Y , 

6.  Port  Maitland,  Ont. 

7.  Lowbanks,  Ont. 
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8.  Fort  Erie,  Gnt. 

9.  Grand  Island,  N.Y. 

10.  Akron,  N.Y.  k 

11.  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

12.  Lancaster,  N.Y. 

13.  Batavia,  N.Y. 

14.  Hamburg,  N.Y. 

15.  Java,  N.Y. 

16.  Angola,  N.Y. 


David  Freeland,  Peggy  Daniels,  Connie  Hendershot, 
David  Wilcove,  Michael  Zebehazy, 

Stanley  King,  William  Burch,  Lincoln  Nutting. 

Robert  Wagner. 


Joseph  A.  Ghosen,  Ann  Bauer,  Joseph  V.M.  Ghosen, 
Marie  V/endling. 

Marie  Wend  ling,  Ann  Bauer,  Dorothy  Danner,  Fred 
Danner,  Ray  Franz,  Gertrude  Webster,  Cy  Wo If ling, 
Mark  Wo  If  ling.  •• 

Jane  Mason,  Max  Mason,  Eileen  Hull,  Robert  Hull, 
David  Keller,  George  Mahaney,  Marge  Pixley,  Richard 
Pixley,  Don  Ihurau,  David  Whitcomb. 

Barbara  Walker,  Lucille  Leonard,  Robert  Leonard. 

Beaver  Meadow  Environmental  Education  Center,  Esther 
Becker.  Marion  Bee,  David  Junkin,  Hans  Kunze,  Olga 
Rosche. 

Ken  Taylor  and  son . 


17.  Cattaraugus,  N.Y.  Audrey  Homett.  Jerry  Chappie,  Pauline  Schwartz, 

Robert  Schwartz,  Rae  Uhl. 

18.  Delevan,  N.Y.  Bill  Bogacki,  Donald  Clark,  Jane  Clark,  Dick  Chris¬ 

tensen. 


19 •  Fillmore,  N.Y.  Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Katherine.  Palmer,  Velma 

Baker,  Vic  Carpenter,  Faye  Clancy,  Gen  Fish,  Leslie 
Fish,  Ruth,  Gilman,  Betty  HOwden,  Josephine  Main, 
Marjorie  Main,  Mrs.  John  Marvin,  Helen  Morse,  J. 
Mullen,  L.«  Mullen,  John  Nelson,  Jean  Perry,  Ruth  , 
Richardson,  Gladys  Smith,  Larry  Wilson. 

20.  Silver  Creek,  N.Y.  Frances  Rew. 

21,  Cherry  Creek,  N.Y.  Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Robert  Sundell,  Gretchen 

Carlson,  Otto  Carlson,  David  Cooney  Jr.,  Flora 
Elderkin,  Calla  Freeman,  Jennie  Freeman,  Martha  Hen¬ 
drickson,  Robert  Hendrickson,  Priscilla  Kibler, 

Stephen  Maggio,  Dorothy  Pihlblad,  Elizabeth  Pillsbury, 
Mary  Ann  Reiber,  Carol  Roby,  Thomas  Simmons,  Marion 
Werner. 
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22.  Sherman,  N.Y. 

23.  Frewsburg,  N.Y. 

24.  Allegany  S.P.,N 
25*  Allegany,  N.Y. 

26.  Cuba,  N.Y. 

t  t 

\ 

27.  Bolivar,  N.Y. 

28.  Alfred,  N.Y. 


"’Territories  and  Ob'sgrvers "WCcon *  t . )  .• 

Jamestown  Audubon  Society.  Robert  Sundell,  David 
Cooney  Jr.,  Flora  Elderkin,  Priscilla  Kibler,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Pillsbury. 

tr  .  '  'Off  *  : 

■  •  %  *  t 

Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Robert  Sundell,  David 
Cooney  Jr.,  David  Gagne,  Lewis  Kibler. 

•Y.  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club,  John  Forness,  Mary 

Forness. 

Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club,  John  Forness,  Mary 
Forness,  Dorothy  Baker,  Lucille  Bordonaro,  Gloria 
D’Agostino,  Stephen  Eaton,  Lorraine  Giovinazzo, 

Charles  Green,  Margaret  Green,  Alene  Johnson,  Bar¬ 
bara  Johnson,  Bob  Johnson,  Helen  Johnson,  James  Van 
Scoy,  Regina  Van  Scoy. 

Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Doris  Burton,  Sharon  Baum¬ 
gardner,  Lou  Burton,  Betty  Compton,  John  Compton. 
Milford  Foster,  Sylvia  Foster,  Ann  Scott,  Morris 
Scott,  Mrs.  Benson  Smith,  Alfred  Voorhies,  Mrs.  Neil 
Wilson. 

Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Doris  Burton,  Helen  Apsey, 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Clifford  Carrier,  Frances  DeGroff,  Mr.  & 

Mrs,  Edwin  Hunt,  Nina  McMindes. 

Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Lorry  Chapman,  Erma  Larson, 
Vivian  Pitzrick,  Mrs.  Adolph  Ahrens,  Russell  Allen, 

Dan  Babcock,'  Dorothy  Bayless,  Catherine  Bernard, 

Dorothy  Bouch,  Warren  Bouch,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Donald  Brink, 
Sonja  Brink,  Tara  Brink,  Betsy  Brooks,  Myrt  Brown 
Carl  Burdick,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lou  Burton,  Vivien  Carr,  Ann 
Catlin,  Jimmy  Chapman,  Lois  Chapman,  Rebecca  Chapman, 
Claire  Coats,  Dale  Coats,  Evelyn  Coats,  Carla  Coch, 

Jim  Copenheaver,  Mrs,  Fred  Cronauer,  Elsie  Cushing, 
Harriett  Deverell,  Larry  Deverell,  Ann  Eisenhardt, 

Jamie  Eisenhardt,  Pete  Eisenhardt,  Christine  Ferrand, 
P6te  Finlay,  Terry  Finlay,  Alice  Foster,  Mary  Alice 
Fuller,  Paul  Fuller,  Shirley  Galle,  Jay  Gibson,  Louise 
Gibson,  Helen  Graves,  Mrs.  Neil  Haskins,  Dolly  Hawkins, 
Matthew  Hotchkiss,  Claribel  James,  Clarence  Klingen- 
smith,  Robert  Macauley,  Virginia  Macauley,  Cath  Mac¬ 
Donald,  Mary  Ormsby,  Beverly  Perry,  Linn  Phelan,  Ray¬ 
mond  Pitzrick,  Douglas  Reynolds,  Ona  Reynolds,  Agnes 
Rhodes,  Everett  Rhodes,  Mary  Rosa,  Pauline  Sanford, 
Violet  Sharrett,  Mrs.  Robert  Sick,  Maureen  Spencer, 
Harriet  Spleth,  Tom  Spleth,  Conner  Stephens,  Helen 
Thomas,  Kathy  Weinhauer,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Allen  Witter. 

3086  Haskell  Road,  R.D,  #2,  Cuba,  N.Y.  14727 
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A  Record  of  the  Great  Gray  Owl  in  the  Niagara  Peninsula  of  Southern  Ontario 


*  by  Katherine  McKeever 

On  May  14th,  1979  at  approximately  7:15  a.m.,  a  resident  of  Wiley 
Street  in  St.  Catherine’s,  Lincoln  County,  Ontario  found  a  large  owl  struggling 
by  the  side  of  the  street  where  it  apparently  had  been  struck  by  a  car  earlier  in 
the  morning.  The  resident  hailed  a  passing  motorist,  a  Mr.  Disher,  who  agreed  to 
seek  medical  attention  for  the  bird  and  fortunately  took  it  to  the  Skyway  Animal 
Hospital  where  I  bring  my  owls  from  the  Owl  Rehabilitation  Research  Foundation  at 
Vineland,  Ontario  for  professional  treatment.  At  9:15  a.m.,  I  was  contacted  by 
Dr.  Broxup  of  the  hospital  who  requested  that  I  pick  the  owl  up  and  keep  it  at  the 
Research  Foundation  during  its  period  of  recuperation.  When  I  arrived  at  the 
hospital,  I  recognized-'  the  bird  as  a  Great  Gray  Owl,  Strix  nebulosa,  which  had 
sustained  a  fracture  of  the  lower  shaft  of  the  right  humerus  with  fragmentation 
and  extensive  tissue  damage.  As  so  often  happens  with  humeral  fractures,  the 
whole  wing  had  been  rotated  at  the  fracture  site  and  Dr.  Broxup  decided  to  delay 
surgery  to  assure  adequate  circulation  below  the  injury  and  .to  insure  that  the 
almost  inevitable  infection  in  such  a  large  wound  was  under  control.* 

The  owl  was  placed  in  the  intensive  care  room  at  the  Research  Found¬ 
ation  where  it  remained  seven  days  on  a  regimen  of  antibiotics,  cortisone  and 
oral  electrolytes.  On  May  21st,  surgery  on  the  broken  wing  was  performed  by  Dr. 
Featherstone  of  the  Skyway  Animal  Hospital  who  skillfully  united  the  bone  ends 
with  a  pin  and  surgical  wire.  The  owl  came  through  the  operation  very  well  and 
was  taking  nourishment  that  evening.  For  three  days,  the  bird's  recovery  was 
uneventful  on  a  fairly  heavy  antibiotic  dose  because  of  the  threat  of  infection 
after  such  radical  surgery.  On  the  fourth  day,  the  owl  rejected  solid  food,  pre¬ 
ferring  only  fluids  and  subsequently  died  on  May  27th.  An  autopsy  revealed  an 
immature  male  Great  Gray  Owl  weighing  870  grams.  The  right  lung,  the  right  lobe 
of  the  liver  and  the  intercostal  muscle  of  the  right  shoulder  were  heavily  infect¬ 
ed  with  lesions  of  aspergillus,  a  fungus,  A  pathologistis  report  confirmed  the 
cause  of  death  as  'pulmonary  and  systemic  aspergillosis  and  a  heavy  leukocytozoon 
infection.'  There  is  no  evidence  that  this  owl  had  been  in  captivity  prior  to  its 
injury  but  obviously  it  was  not  a  healthy'  bird  when  it  was  injured  because  of 
heavy  blood  parasite  infection.  Hie  avian  pathologist  informs  me  that  immature 
birds  are  more  susceptible  than  adults  and  that  they  are  particularly  vulnerable 
away  from  their  native  habitat.  Aspergillosis  is  an  opportunistic  fungal  disease 
which  is  particularly  virulent  among  reptors  from  northern  habitats  such  as  Snowy 
Owls,  Great  Gray  Owls,  Hawk  Owls,  Gyrfalcons,  and  tundra  races  of  the  Peregrine 
Falcon,  which  are  vulnerable  to  the  spore  density  of  more  southerly  latitudes  as 
they  lack  the  evolutionary  immunity  of  local  bird  populations.  Once  weakened  by 
starvation  or  parasitic  infection  in  their  southward  wandering,  they  succumb 
quickly  to  fungal  proliferation. 

f  ft  \ 

Katherine  McKeever,  RR#1,  Vineland  Station,  Ontario  LOR  2E0 
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B.O.S.  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 

MAY  27  —  The  "Whimbrel  trip"  turned  out  to  be  just  that  with  the 
appearance  of  a  solitary  member  of  that  species  at  Rockhouse  Point.  The  12 
members  of  our  group  were  able  to  view  the  bird  for  quite  a  long  time  as  it 
stood  on  the  point  looking  somewhat . fatigued.  An  extra  treat  was  a  Red  Knot 
scurrying  in  and  out  of  the  rocks  along  with  Bunlin,  Ruddy  Turnstones  and  a 
Least  Sandpiper.  Across  the  water,  on  Mohawk  Island,  we  were  able  to 
see  eight  Double-crested  Cormorants  as  well.  Earlier,  upon  entering  Rock 
Point  Provincial  Park,  an  Upland  Sandpiper  was  seen  for  a  few  seconds  when  it 
was  flushed,  and  we  clearly  heard  the  winnowing  sound  of  the  Common  Snipe  as 
it  flew  overhead.  Earlier  in  the  day,  at  Erie  Beach,  a  White-crowned  Sparrow 
presented  itself  and  ,a  secretive  Mourning  Warbler  was  heard.  At  Abino  Hills, 
the  reliable  Acadian  Flycatcher  was  seen  and  heard,  but  there  were  no  signs 
of  White-eyed  Vireos,  three  of  which  were  hearS  and  seen  acting  very  territorial 
there  a  week  earlier.  The  tally  for  the  trip  was  72  species. 

—  Art  Schaffner  &  Mike  Zebehazy 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 
MINUTES  OF  B.O.S.  MEETINGS 

BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY  Sept.  12,  1979  . 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  President  Ed  Fessler.  The  secretary's  and  treasurer's 
reports  were  approved  as  read.  , 

Everything  is .in  limbo  for  the  50th  nniversary  Dinner  due  to  be  held  on  Nov.  10th, 
due  to  a  mixup  in  the  museum's  planning. 

William  Vaughn  is  Chairman  of  the  Nominating  Committee. 

Ed  Fessler  moved  and  the  membership  seconded  the  motion  for 'Fran  Rew  to  be  a 
delegate  to  the  New  York  State  Federation  meeting. 

Ed_.  Fessler  then  read  a  Memo  from  Dr.  Chenhall,  requesting  a  formal  request 
covering  the  meetings  we  expect  to  hold  in  the  Museum.  The  secretary  was 
requested  to  send  a  letter  stating  the  dates  and  the  times  of  the  meetings,  i.e., 
second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  the  Month  except  for  November  and  December  when 
we  only  have  a  meeting  on  the  second  Wednesday,  from  7:50  to  10  p.m..  Ed  also 
stated  he  would  like  a  confirmation. 

A  request  was  made  that  all. -reports  from  Counts  be  sent  to  the  compiler  within 

two  weeks.  . 

,  .  •  1  1  „  ,  • 

Slides  were  shown  by  Make  Zebehazy,  Dave  Freeland,  Karen  Renning  and  Ed  Fessler. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Karen  E.  Renning 
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BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY  ■  .  Sept.  26,  1979 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  President  Ed  Fessler. 

The  secretary's  and  treasurer's  reports  were  approved  as  read. 

The  50th  Anniversary  Dinner  has  been  moved  to  the  thrid  or  fourth  week  in  April. 

New  member  proposed  and  accepted  was 
Dr.  Robert  Cot sen 

Audrey  requested  100  more  copies  of  the  Constitution  by  made  to  be  given  to  new 
members. 

Marie  Wendling  made  a  motion  that  the  names  and  addresses  of  new  members  and 
phone  numbers  be  printed  in  the  Prothonotary  every  three  months.  Motion  was 
approved. 

The  Nominating  Committee  will  present  the  following  slate  at  the  annual  meeting: 


President 
Vice  President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Statisticians 

Librarian 

Custodian  of  Records 


David  Freeland 
Brad  Lown 
Karen  Renning- 
Peggy  Daniels 
Robert  AndrTe- 
Fran  Rew 
Marie  Wendling 
Marie  Wendling 


Brad  Lown  made  a  motion  to  have  the  Minutes  of  the  meetings  printed  in  the 
Prothonotary  after  they  have  been  approved.  Motion  was  approved.  Please  see 
Brad  Lown  for  the  Oct,  14th  Count.  Other  items  discussed  were  work  to  be  done 
on  the  excess  of  vegetation  at  the  Sanctuary.  Since  we  have  no  Program  Chair¬ 
person,  it  has  been  suggested  that  we  have  only  1  outside  speaker  a  month,  the 
other  to  come  from  within  the  group.  Also,  Tom  Klonowski  requested  that  more 
members  contribute  written  items  to  the  Prothonotary  (where  one  has  been  birding 
as  well  as  birds  seen). 

Meeting  adjourned  at  9:25  p.m.. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Karen  E.  Renning 


New  Officer  Elected  at  Annual  Meeting1 

Members  present  at  the  Society's  Annual  Meeting  October  10  elected  a 
new  slate  of  officers  for  the  1979-80  year.  They  are: 
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Dave  Freeland 
Brad  Lown 
Karen  Renning 
Peggy  Daniels 
Harold  Mitchell 
Marie  Wend ling 
Bob  Andrle  &  Fran  Rew 
Wavel  Barber,  Peggy  Daniels  & 

Tom  Klonowski 

The  Society  is  now  in  the  process  of  forming  new  committees  to  handle 
the  administration  of  its  activities.  Members  are  urged  to  review  their  Consti¬ 
tution  and  By-Laws  regarding  their  active  participation  in  Society  functions. 
Volunteers  to  serve  on  or  to  help  lead  active  committees  are  sought  by  President 
Lave  Freeland  as  follows:  Programs,  Field  Trips/ Counts,  Conservation,  Membership, 
Research  and  Refuge.  Please  contact  the  President  at  688-4559  as  soon  as  possible 
to  volunteer  your  service. 


NOTES 

Canadian  Wildlife  Service  -  Gull  Banding  Study 

Great  Lakes  Herring  Gulls  have  been  marked  With  numbered  and  lettered 
green,  orange,  blue  or  pink*l:eg  ribbon  -  one  on  each  I6g.  If  you  see  any  Herring 
Gulls  so  marked,  please  note  number,  letter  and  colour  of •; each  ribbon  and  date 
and  place  of  sighting.  Contact  Dr.  D.  V.  Chip  Weseloh  or  Mr.  Pierre  Mineau, 
Canadian  Wildlife  Service,  Box  5050,  Burlington,  Ontario,  Canada,  L7R.  Tel. 

(416)  657-4264.  .  ‘ 


President 

Vice  President  . 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Honorary  President 

Librarian  and  Custodian  of  Records 

Statisticians 

Council  (three-year  terms) 


STAMPS  AND  POST  CARDS  HELP  SAVE  THE  BALD  EAGLE 

If  you  wonder  how  cancelled  foreign  and  U.S.  commemorative  stamps  can 
best  be  put  to  use,  here  is  the  answer.  Send  them  to  Florida  Audubon  Society,  who 
will  sell  them  to  finance  programs  to  protect  and  enlarge  .the  dwindling  population 
of  Bald  Eagles.  Old  or.  foreign  picture  post  cards  are  also’ appreciated.  Send 
cards  intact  rather  than  tearing  off  the  stamp,  since  these  cards  may  have  greater 
collections  value  than  the  stamp. 

Mail  to : 

Florida  Audubon  Society 

P.0.  Drawer  7 
Maitland,  Florida  52751 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  noted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  through  June,  inclusive,  in  the  Society’s 
club  rooms  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

Pall  Programs  -  To  be  announced. 

•  •">  f 

PROGRAMS  ■<=-  FIELD  TRIPS 

Field  trip  along  the  Niagara  River... "A  Blizzard  (of  Gulls).” 
Co-leaders,  Fran  Rew  (tel.  822-0542)  and  Pauline  Schwartz 
(tel.  852-5569).  We' will  meet  at  8:00  a.m.  at  the  Vermont  & 

Busti  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge,  and  at  8:15  at  the  first 
parking  lot  south  of  the  Peace  Bridge  on  the  Canadian  side  of 
the  Niagara  River.  This  field  trip  is  a  special  occasion 
marking  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological 
Society,  so  the  birds  had  better  cooperate! 

Field  trip  along  the  northern  end  of  the  Niagara  River... "A 
Renewal  with  Old  Friends,  "  a  joint  outing  of  B..0.S.  and  Rochester's 
Genesee  Ornithological  Society.  Co-leaders,  Harrietts  Klabunde 
(tel.  754-4424*  Lewiston)  and  Bob  Spahn  (tel.  1-671-5690,  '  • 

Rochester).  We  will  meet  at  9:00  a.m.  at  the  Fort  Niagara 
parking  lot  just  uphill-  from  the  Coast  Guard  Station. 

Becember  2nd:  Field  trip  to  Dunkirk  and  Chautauqua  Lake... "Swan  Lake."  Co¬ 

leaders,  Bob  Sundell  (tel.  495-1797*  Jamestown)  and  Wavel 
Barber  (tel.  685-506l).  We  will  meet  „at  7  :45  a.m.  at  the 
Leisureland  parking  lot,  Camp  Road,  Hamburg,  just  off  Thruway 
Exit  57,- for  car-pooling  to  Dunkirk,  where  the  group  will  re¬ 
assemble  at  9:00  a^m.  on  the  Central  Avenue  pier. 

PROGRAM  -  COUNTS 

December  l£th:  Fifty-first  B.O.S.  Christmas  Bird  Count,  in  the  15-mile- 

diameter  Buffalo  circle  centered  on  Grand  Island.  Compiler, 

Lave  Freeland  (tel.  688-4559)*  Call  the  compiler  no  later 
than  December  9  Lor  assignment  of  our  16  territories.  Any 
persons  wishing  to  participate  should  also  contact  the  com¬ 
piler,  or  the  territory  leader  of  your  choice.  Post-Census 
dinner  and  report  meeting  will  be  at  the  Grand  Island  Holiday 
Inn,  East  River  Road  at  Whitehavei  Road,  at  approximately 
6:00  p.m.j  birding  attire  is  welcome. 


November  4th: 


November  18th: 
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Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 


the  following  month 
East  Amherst,  N.Y. 

to  the  compiler,  Mr.  David  Freeland,  60  Haymarket  Square, 

14051. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 

Please  notify  the  treasurer,  Ms.  Peggy  Daniels  at  18 

Concord  Drive,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215. 

BACK  ISSUES: 

Available  at  fifty  cents  per  copy  from  the  treasurer. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE; 

$5.00  per  year,  payable  to  the  treasurer. 

EDITOR: 

Thomas  J.  Klonowski,  2098  Delaware  Avenue,  Buffalo, N.Y.  142 

This  issue  of  The  Pro thonotaiy  was  printed  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Department 
of  Biology  of  the  State  University  College  at  Buffalo. 
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,  •  •  s  .  ,  . 

*  '  *  ■  • 

The  weather1  in  June  was  mild  with  many  sunny  days.  The  average 
temperature  for  the  month  was  66.5°  (f),  a  departure  of  0.8° (F)  above  the 
norm.  Precipitation  measured  -2.18  inches,  all  of  which  occurred  as  rain. 

i  .  1  *  ‘‘"'u 

The  highlight  of  the’ month  was  the  sighting  of  a  very  rare 
adult  Little  Blue  Heron  during,  the  June  picnic  meeting  of  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society  at  Old  Fort  Erie*  The  bird  was  observed  at  a  small 
quarry  pond  along  Stone  Mill  Road.  A 'Forster’s  tern  was  seen  at  r’-Otek 
Point  Provincial  Park  on  June  4.  This  observation  is  unusual  in  that  this 
species  is  very  rare  in  our  area  as  a  spring  migrant.  A  Ring-necked  Buck 
a  very  rare  summer  visitor,  was  observed  on  Mirror  Lake  in  Forest  Lawn 
Cemetery  in  Buffalo  throughout  the  month. 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  that'  ten  Henslow’s  sparrows  were 
observed  at  two  separate  locations  in  Clarence.  This  specieh  appears  to 
be  undergoing  a  general  decline  throughout  its  range  and  it  has  been 
placed  on  the  National  Audubon  Society’s  Blue  List  of  birds  whose  populations 
may  be  endangered . 

•  t  , 

House  Finches  appear  to  be  well  established  in  Western  New  York 
with  a  number  of  sightings  being  reported  including  a  breeding  observation 
of  3'  three  young  on  LaSalle  Avenue  in  Buffalo. 

Only  two  breeding  reports  of  Eastern  Bluebirds  were  received 
for  the  month.  This  species  appears  to  be  undergoing  a  drastic  decline  in 
New  York  State  and  is  the  subject  of  a  state-wide  study  by  the  New  York 
State  Department  of  Environmental  Conservation. 
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Several  reports  of  Prairie  Warblers  were  received  including  2 
nests  in  Allegany  County.  It  appears  to  be  undergoing  an  expansion  of 
its  breeding  area  in  this  county*  Other  interesting  sightings  in  localities 
where  they  are  not  usually  found  at  this  season  include  —  a  Redhead  at 
Mud  Lake,  Ontario,  3  Ruffed  Grouse  at  the  B.O.S.  Refuge  on  G^and  Island, 
a  Prothonotary  Warbler  at  Abino  Hills,  Ontario,  and  an  Orchard  Oriole  at 
Point  Breeze. 


Thomas  J,  Klenowski 
2098  Delaware  itve^ 
Buffalo,  N.Y.  14216 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable, 
detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  ’Date  Guide  to  Birds  of 
Western  New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario ’  (B.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and 
placed  in  the  permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 


P  -  Indicates  first  record  fox- the- -migration 
L  -  Indidates  last  record  for  .  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 


Common  Loon 
Double-created  Cormorant 

*Little  Blue  Heron 

Least  Bittern 
Gad wall 

Green-winged  Teal 
American  Wigeon 
Redhead 

Ring-necked  Duck 
Common  Merganser 
Go  shawk 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

1  ■  ;  » •  •  - 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

-  *  ■  »> 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 
Bald  Eagle 
Marsh  Hawk 


June 

2  1 

It 

5  ;  1 

•  1 

3  .  1 

I? 

13  l(ad.) 

It 

9  1 

f» 

Id  1 25. 

II 

10  5 

ft 

10  4 

If 

9  "1 

T» - 

"1-50  1 

l* 

15  2 

IT 

7  1 

I? 

2  1 

n 

4,22  1,1 

If  "v 

11,25,27  1,1, 

If 

16  .  :  .  1 

>’  IT' 

10  3 

t» 

.  ..  \ 

1-30,  ,.1-5. 

II 

14  1 

11 

II 

13  l(ad,). 

4,21  2,1 

Allegany  SUP. 
Mohawk  Is . , On  t , 
Rockhouse  Pt.,On 
Ft.,  .Erie,  Ont. 

Mud  Lake, Ont, 

:  Iroquois.  NWR 
Iroquois  NWR 
Times  Beach  • 

Mud,  Lake,Qnt. 
Forest  Lawn 
nr. Belmont 
Ward  ‘  V, 

Allegany  S.P. 
Alfred  area  . 
Amity 
Amherst , 

Lakeside  Beach  S 
Amity 

.Alfred  area 
nr.Allenberg  Bog 
nr.  Vandal ia 
Alfred  area 


Bogacki 

A 

Freeland, et  al 

■t .Freeland,  et  al 

t  Freeland,  et  al 

,Andrle,et  al 

Freelnad 

Freeland 

Zebehazy 

...  Andrle,et  al 

,Freeland,m.ob. 

1  7 

Pitzricks 
PitzrickjSchrivei 
Bogacki 
Brooks 
Pitzrick 
Freeland 
•P  Freeland 
V.Pi bzrick, etal 
Brooks 
Chappies 
Allen 
Brooks 
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Ruffed  Grouse  June 

30. *  -  w 

■  r 

Grand  Island (BOS  Refuge ) Klabundes, e- 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

ff 

3 

75 

Rockhouse  Pt.,  Ont. 

Freeland,  et  al 

Upland  Sandpiper 

r? 

;i#  14 T ' 

i2,2 

Clarence. 

Freeland 

**  *  *: 

'  f  j 

■»  f  \ 

3 

1 

Stromness, Ont . 

Freeland, et  al 

.  „  . 

ff 

J  •  •  - 

1 

Java 

Becker  - 

f  f 

10 

‘  1 

Somerset . 

Fre.e  land;  p  - 

If 

15 

-  1 

Allred  area 

Brooks 

j'  •  ‘  •  . 

ff 

17 

1 

Sardinia  ,, 

Matlocks 

If 

17-  : 

2 

Clarence 

Fessler 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

ff 

26,2.^30 

8,4,4 

South!  Buffalo 

Zebehazy 

ff 

29-  r 

4 

South.  Buffalo 

Andrle, Foster 

‘  T 

ff 

29 

4 

Erie  Beach, Ont* 

Zebehazy  v  1  •  • 

Red  Knot 

ff 

3 

-2 

RockHouee..  Pt . ,  Ont  • 

Freeland, et  al 

*V.hi  te-rumped  Sandpiper 

ff 

3 

2 

Ro  ckhouse  P  t . ,  On  t , 

Freeland, et  al 

Least  Sandpiper 

ff 

3L 

1 

Ro  ckhouse  P  t . ,  On  t . 

Freeland, ^et  Lai 

ff 

29F 

•4 

South  Buffalo 

Andrle, Foster 

Lunlin 

ff 

3 

::30 

Rockhouse  Pt » , Ont • 

Freeland, et  al 

ff 

20  • 

1 

South  Buffalo 

Zebehazy 

Short-billed  Dowitcher 

■  V  r  .  .  .v 

ff 

ff 

28F 

'  2 

*  • 

South  'Buffalo  s. 

Andrle,- ,  Foster 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

ff 

3 

150 

t 

Ro  ckhouse  Pt . , On  t . 

Freeland, et  al 

If 

10- 

25 

Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland 

*Sanderling 

ff 

"'~3  -vp--  ' 

6 

Rockhouse  Pt.,  Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

Great  Black-backed  Gull" 

3 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Freeland,  et-  al 

ff 

3 

1 

bio rgarij s  Pt.,  Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

ff 

9  - 

2 

Crescent  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle,  et- al 

ff 

13. 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Freeland, Daniel; 

Forster’s 

ff 

13- 

3 

Windmill  Pt.,  Ont. 

Freeland 

Tern 

f? 

.  3 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Freeland,.et  al 

Caspian  Tern 

ff 

9 

2 

Cr e  sc  en  t  Beach , On  t . 

Andrle,  et  al 

>  *■  ! 

ff 

10 

2 

Olcott  -  ••• 

Freeland 

Black  Tern 

ff 

29 

85-95 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Zebehazy  - 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

ff 

10 

l 

Yates 

Freeland 

ff 

10 

•  4 

Hamburg 

Zebehazy 

ff 

15 

1 

nr. Belmont 

Pitzricks 

?f 

i* 

17  ; 

1 

Lancaster 

Freeland, et  al 

ff 

20 

2 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Zebehazy  • 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

ff 

9 

1 

.Abino  Hills, Ont. 

Andrle, et  al 

ff 

13 

•’I 

Abino  Hills, Ont. 

Freeland 

Tufted  Titmouse 

ff 

1-30 

1-2 

Spring  Brook 

Danner 

*■  »  .j  x  / ' 

If 

10 

1. 

Somerset. 

Freeland 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

ff 

2 

2 

Allegany  S.P. 

Bogacki ■ 

n 

3 

3: 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

ff 

17 

2' 

McCarty  Hill 

Andrle ^et  al 

~  r 

.;I"V  ’  . 

ff 

20-30 

,  1  , 

Spring  Bx-nok 

Danner 

Brown  Creeper 

ff 

2 

2  r‘ 

'Iroquois  NVR 

Andrle,  et  al 

r 

tt 

23 

2 

Ward 

Andrle,  et  al 
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Winter  Wren  June 

9 

1 

Abino  Hills, Ont. 

Andrle,et  al 

It 

17 

l 

Little  Valley 

Andrle,et  al 

Short-billed  Marsh  Wren 

n 

10 

,  l 

Somerset 

Freeland 

Mockingbird 

It 

10 

2 

Yates 

Freeland 

Eastern  Bluebird 

*11 

1-30 

14 

Amity  area 

V.Pitzrick 

II 

6,8 

1,1 

Java 

Becker 

II 

23 

1 

Conewango 

Chappies 

t» 

24 

2 

Stannards 

V,Pi tzrick 

II 

27 

1 

North  Java 

Freeland  -  • 

It 

27  ... 

,  .2 

Bolivar 

V.Pitzrick 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

ft 

3-24 

1-2 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

tl 

17 

2 

McCarty  Hill 

Andrle,et  al 

'  IT 

26 

1 

Alfred  area 

Brooks  •  . . 

Yellow- throated  Vireo 

ft 

1-30 

1-2 

Spring  Brook 

Banner  . 

I! 

1,22 

1,1 

Newstead 

Freeland 

* 

Tl 

10 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland 

»t 

17 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Feesler 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

IT 

3 

,  1 

Iroquois  NWR 

MeKales 

ft 

10 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland 

IT 

13 

1 

Abino  Hills, Ont. 

Freeland  y 

II 

17 

2 

Iroquois  NWR, 

Fessler 

’’Brewster’s”  Warbler 

IT 

22 

1 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick, M. Pi tzrick 

Tennessee  Warbler 

IT 

1-6L 

1-2 

Spring  Brook 

Banner 

It 

2 

1 

East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Nashville  Warbler 

tl 

1-17 

1-8 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

IT 

24 

3 

Allenberg  Bog 

J. Chappie 

Northern  Parula 

TT 

17  * 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Andrle,et  al 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

IT 

1-26 

17 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

II 

16 

4 

McCarty  Hill 

Andrle,et  al 

TT 

29 

2 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

0 eru 1 ean  Warbler 

IT 

10 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

Freeland 

TT 

17 

2 

.  Iroquois  NWR 

Fessler 

TT 

24 

2 

Allenberg  Bog 

J. Chappie 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

If 

2L 

1 

Allegany  S.P. 

Bogacki 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

TT 

1 

1 

Clarence 

Freeland 

a  '  4  - 

TT 

3L 

1 

Amity  Lake 

V.Pitzrick 

Prairie  Warbler 

II 

4,15, 

23,24  1- 

■3  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

* 

II 

5 

1 

East  Aurora 

A  .Me Kale,  Ruhls,  Ulrich 

TT 

6 

2 

Amity 

V.  Pi tzrick 

,  •  _  ?si.r  •• 

TT 

20 

1 

-  Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Yellow-breasted  Chat 

TT 

3 

1 

Port  Colbcrme,  Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

TT 

9 

1 

Wainfleet  Bog, Ont, 

Andrle, et  al 

Orchard  Oriole 

,  II  - 

10 

1 

Pt. Breeze 

Freeland 

House  Finch 

TT 

1-30 

10-12 

Eggertsville 

MeKales 

Tl 

3,25 

7,5 

Scio 

V*  Pi tzrick 

IT 

14 

1 

Pikeville 

V.  Pitzrick 

•  -  ■ 

T? 

30 

2 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 
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Pine  Siskin  . '  June  1 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzrick's ; 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

"  1*4-29?. 

•14.2 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick, et  al 

* 

"  10 

'  1 

Somerset 

Freeland 

Henslow ?  s  Sparrow 

"  1-8  , 

10 

Clatence 

Freeland 

H  io 

n 

Somerset 

Freeland 

"  n 

XI 

Williamsville 

Freeland 

"  16 

1'2 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Vesper  Sparrow 

"  15 

I 

Stromness, Ont , 

Freeland, et  al 

"  15 

1 

Humberstone, Ont, 

Freeland 

White-lthroated  Sparrow 

"  02-26 

9 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year  . 241 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue, .  ,.  • ...  ..........  i... .  4 

Total  for  year... . ...... . . . . . 245 


1979  NESTING  RECORDS  -  III 


Mallard 

June 

9  ' 

N10E,  N10E 

Wainf leet-  'Bog,  Ont. 

Andrle,  etal 

n 

16 

ad.,9Y0' 

Foster  Lake  ■  ,.f 

Brooks 

Blue-winged  Teal 

ft 

25,28 

9Y0, 11Y0- 

Tifft  Farm 

Andrle,  et  al 

Wood  Duck 

M 

5 

N2Y(dead)7E 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

April 

9 

ad . ,  N(  6/8— N1 Y,  N)  Sc  io 

V.Pitzrick 

June 

50 

N5Y 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick, et 

Red- tailed  Hawk 

tf 

10 

7Y0 

Somerset-Yates 

Freeland 

March 

17 

N(5/26— N2Y; 

6/17— N2Y0)  Amherst 

•  McKales 

American  Kestrel 

June 

2 

ad . , 1Y0 

Middleport 

H.Krog 

ff 

21 

2  ad.,2Y0 

Amity 

V  .Pitz'rick 

ft 

27 

2  ad.,5Y0 

Buffalo 

Moriens 

Ruffed  Grouse 

m 

17 

ad . , 8Y0 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

ff 

26 

ad • , 12Y0 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Turkey 

ft 

24 

ad.,15Y 

Charlotte  1 

Rew 

American  Woodcock 

it 

12 

ad. , 2Y0 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

n 

4-9 

N, 1-5 F 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

Ruby— throated  Hummingbird  " 

25-50 

NOE  s 

Amity  Lake  (etal)v.Pitzrick, Wi 

Belted  Kingfisher 

ft 

25 

2  ad . ,  N,  Y 

Scio 

V.Pitzrick 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

tf 

10 

2  ad . ,  N2Y 

Hamburg 

Zebehazy 

Tree  Swallow 

ff 

1-50 

65YO 

Amity  area 

V.Pitzrick 

Cliff  Swallow 

ii 

5 

2N 

Wellsville 

V.Pitzrick 

•I’v 

ti 

5 

5N 

Shongo 

V.Pitzrick 

Common  Crow 

April 

21 

N,  E(5/25 — N, Y)  Eggertsville 

McKales 

Black-capned  Chickadee 

June 

25 

2  ad.,5Y0 

Amity  Lake 

V.Pitzrick 

Brown  Thrasher 

Tf 

4 

2  ad , , 4Y0 

■Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

Blue-win  ghd'-  Wdrhl  e  r 

ii 

iH' 

Z  $.d.,;5Y0 

Amity  £:/*•, 

V.Pitzrick 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker  " 

25 

N,  Y 

Birdsall 

Andrle, et  al 

Blue  Jay 

tf 

9 

2  ad.,5Y0 

Middleport 

■  Krogs, C.Morie 

Eastern  Bluebird 

ft 

o 

N~\ 

1 

4N,16Y0  »  • 

Amity  area 

V.Pitzrick 

ft 

24 

2  ad.,N4E 

Stannards 

V.Pitzrick 

-104- 


Volume  45,  Number  7  "Noteworthy  Records"  (con* t.) 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

June 

29 

ad.,N4E  Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

Common  Yellowthroat 

f! 

20 

2  ad.,2Y0  Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

American  Redstart 

n 

26 

ad.,2Y0  Amity  Lake  .. 

V.Pitzrick 

Scarlet  Tanager 

n 

11 

N,  E2Y  (6/12— ad . ,  NeY;  6/21- 

— YO)  Scio  V.Pitzrick 

Tf 

17 

N3Y  Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

House  Finch 

4 

3Y0  Ejggertsville 

McKales 

it 

21 

3Y0  E^gertsville. 

Me Kales 

Vesper  Sparrow 

n 

24 

1Y0  Charlotte 

Rev  .  . 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

20 

2  ad'.,2Y0  Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

tt 

23 

N1E  West  Almond 

Andrle,et  al 

•  *  i  *  r  '  t  *  1  v  ' 

24 

ad.,3Y0  Arkwright 

Rew 

1979  SPRING  HAWK  MIGRATION  ON  SOUTH  SHORE  OF  LAKE  ONTARIO 

,  .  - : — — ~  7  — " r r— r — r-r-rr  t—  -  - 

by  Walter  Klabunde  -  Compiler 

'  ••  V:  '  C 

The  reports  from  all  the  hawkwatchers  at  the  lookouts  near  the  south  shore  of 
lake  Ontario  showed  an  amazing  total  of  75,732  hawks.  This  was  90%  over  the 
previous  high  in  1977  when  the  total  was  about  40,0Q0.  Even  more  amazing  was 
the  fact  that  55 » 347  or  73%  of  that  total  wei?e  seen  at  the  Derby  Hill  Lookout 
where  the  resident  hawkwatcher,  Gerald  Smith,  observed  all  the  hawks  -  mostly 
alone  and  with  never  more  than  three  assistants.  That  lookout  was  activated 
on  23- Feb.,  and  then  continuously  from  1,  Mar.  through  31*  May  except  on  five 
days  because  of  blizzard  or  rainy  weather.  ,  , 

"  ' 

At  the  Braddock  Bay  Lookouts  they  totalled  34,846  hawks  for  the  season  which 
ran  from  27,  Feb.  through  30,  June,  missing  only  one  day!  This  feat  involved 
Laura  and  Neil  Moon  who  were  present  every 'day.  On  most  days  they  were  assisted 
by  other  observers,  usually  3  to  10  with  up  to  100  on  one  day.  The  flights 
here  and  Derby  Hill  moved  toward  the  east  end  of  the  lake. 

The  westward  flight  observed  at  Grimsby  and  Vinemount  totalled  14,595  hawks 
or  19.3%  of  the  total,  and  43%  above  the  previous  high  of  10,163  in  1977. 

The  lookouts  at  Grimsby  were  manned  48  days  with  observers  at  the  Woolverton 
Road  "annex”  on  7  days  while  Vinemount  operated  on  9  days.  Carefull  checking 
demonstrated  that  .not  any  of  the  hawks  observed  at  the  Woolverton  Lookout  were 
seen  at  Beamer  and  thus  qualify  as  a  separate  entity,  whereas  observations  made 
at  Vinemount  were  only  additive  when  coverage  was  not  duplicated  at  Beamer. 

The  data  of  all  the  lookouts  are  summarized  in  Table  1,  while  Table  2  gives 
the  daily  counts  by  species  at  each  of  the  three  lookouts  in  the  west  migration 
flight.  Finally  the  dates  and  numbers  for  each  species*.  first  appearance,  peak 
flight  and  last  appearance  is  shown  in  Table  3.  Here  it  is  noted  that- the  peak 
flight  date  of  six  species  (SS, C, RL, NH, OS  and  AK)  were  witnessed  on  21,  April 
at  Grimsby  -  a  day  with  mild  winds,  10  -  15  mph,  shifting  from  SE  to  SW  and 
finally  to  NE.  Only  Derby  Hill  recorded  one  nearly  simultaneous  peak  .flight 
of  RS  on  20,  April.  On  the  "pig  count"  day  at  Grimsby,  29,  April  -  the  winds 
were  10  -  15  mph  from  SSW  with  50  -  70%  cluud  cover  -  ideal  for  kettling 
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Broadwings,  Again  Derby  Hill's  big  day  was  one  day  earlier  -  28,  April. 
Concurrent  peak  flight  dates  between  the  three  areas  only  occurred  for  two 
species  -  TV  on  14  and  15,  April  and  RS  on  23,  March.  However,  on  14,  April 
Braddock  Bay  also  recorded  peak  flights  for  five  other  species  (C,  RT,  BE, 

NH,  and  AK)  and  on  23,  March  Derby  Hill  scored  four  other  peak  flights,  namely, 
(S,  RT-,  RS , •  •  and  GE)  .  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  only  Merlin  recorded 
at  Grimsby  was  on  the  same  day  Derby  Hill  had  their  peak  flight  -  25,  April. 

The  many  record  highs  recorded  at  Derby  Hill  (9)  and  Braddock  Bay  (8)  are 
in  part  attributed  to  the  improved  coverage.  The  presence  of  a  resident 
hawkwatcher  at  Derby  Hill  gave  them  both  longer  hours  per  day  as  well  as 
daily  coverage.  A-fc  Braddock  Bay  they  not  only  had  daily  coverage  but  also 
covered  two  spots  regularly  -  their  parking  lot  area  and  the  "West  Spit" 
across  the  bay  -  with  communication  by  walkie-talkie.  They  also  used  about 
6  different  inland  lookouts  when  the  winds  shifted  to  the  north.  Another 
significant  factor  giving  rise  to  higher  numbers  in  migration  was  the  tre¬ 
mendous  shift  of  wintering  populations  to  the  south.  And  finally  weather 
patterns  were  more  favorable  for  good  observation  at  the  lookouts  when  the 
hawks  were  moving. 

An  analysis  of  the  east  flight  migration  by  formulating  histograms  of  each 
species  from  Braddock  Bay  and  Derby  Hill  data  revealed  that  in  spite  of  large 
variations  in  total  count  the  histograms  of  each  species  for  the  two  lookouts 
were  very  similar.  Four  species  (TV,  BW,  HN,  and  OS)  showed  a  prolonged 
migration  well  into  June  in  the  Braddock  Bay  histograms.  (This  indicated 
that  Derby  Hill  may  have  missed  about  6,000  BWs  by  not  covering  in  June.) 
Unfortunately  Grimsby  data  cannot  be  compared  with  those  of  Derby  Hill  and 
Braddock  Bay  in  this  manner  because  the  coverage  was  not  comparable.  How¬ 
ever,  calculations  based  on  the  assumption  that  the  histograms  would  be 
similar  with  equal  coverage  indicated  that  five  more  species  (TV,  RT,  RS, 

RL,  and  NH)  would  have  come  up  or  surpassed  their  previous  highs  and  the  seasons 
total  would  have  been  over  19,000.  This  does  not  take  into  account  what  would 
have  happened  if  Woolverton  Road  had  also  been  given  equal  coverage.  Since 
11%  of  this  years'  Grimsby  total  were  recorded  there  in  17  hours,  a  guess 
of  another  5,000  hawks  there  does  not  seem  beyond  reason.  The  only  way  to 
get  such  an  answer  in  the  future  is  to  have  the  data  with  proper  coverage. 

Thus  the  goal  should  be  to  cover  Beamer  and  Woolverton  Road  from  1,  March 
through  31,  May  with  enough  observers  to  also  man  Beamer  Point  Lookout  to 
cover  the  hawks  below  the  escarpment  to  the  lake  front.  Finally  maintain 
communications  between  lookouts  by  use  of  walkie-talkies. 

4923  Creek  Rd.  -  Lewiston,  N.Y.  14092 
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TABLE  1  •  < 

SUMMARY  OF  1979  HAWK  COUNTS  AT  LAKE  ONTARIO  LOOKOUTS. 


S-pecies 

EAST  FLIGHT 

WEST  FLIGHT 

Lerby 

Hill 

Braddock  East 
Bay  Total 

Beamer 

Woolverton 

Vinemount 

West 

Total 

TV 

1,069* 

1,658* 

1, 663* 

■  294 

46 

22 

344 

G 

55 

45 

61 

2 

0 

2 

4 

SS 

9,367* 

4,879 

9,400* 

4,007 

492 

10 

4,501* 

C 

464 

155 

465* 

62 

8 

5 

72 

RT 

7,525* 

2,687* 

7,555* 

2,411 

157 

624 

2,636 

RS 

951 

436* 

957 

624 

9 

72 

633 

BW 

55,055* 

22,142* 

57,811* 

5,145* 

813 

0 

5, *58* 

RL 

452* 

419 

505* 

78 

17 

7 

95 

SV 

1 

1* 

2* 

0 

0 

0 

0 

GE 

v  18 

16* 

23* 

2 

2 

1 

4* 

BE 

14* 

26 

29* 

2 

2 

0 

4* 

NH 

66  7* 

570* 

689* 

57 

13 

3 

70 

OS 

692 

218 

713* 

18* 

5 

0 

23* 

PF 

5 

6 

8 

1 

0 

0 

1 

M 

14 

8 

14 

1 

0 

0 

1 

AK 

543 

702* 

70 6* 

40 

5 

14 

48 

UN 

552 

922 

541 

132 

69 

7 

201 

Total 

55,547* 

54, 846* 

61,137* 

12,856* 

1,658 

767 

14, 595* 

Lays 

88 

125 

48 

7 

9 

Hours 

678 

780 

310 

17 

45 

*  Record  high. 

TABLE  2 

WEST 

FLIGHT 

LOOKOUTS  LAILY 

COUNTS 

— 

1979 

LOOKOUT  KEY 

B  - 

Beamer  Conservation  Area 

•'-A. 

V  - 

Vinemount  Banding 

Station 

-  r  .• 

W  - 

Woolverton  Road  Lookout 

Late 

March 

TV 

G 

SS 

c 

RT 

RS 

BW  RL  GE 

BE 

NH 

OS 

PF 

M 

AK 

UN 

Total 

7  B 

I 

0 

0 

1 

48 

0 

0  0  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

50 

10  V 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

000 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

11  V 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0  0  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

17  B 

1 

0 

1 

3 

278 

32 

041 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

4 

328 

17  v 

0 

0 

0 

0 

64 

11 

0  2  1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

i 

0 

79 
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"Table 
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Species 

Derby  Hill 

Braddock’s 

Bay 

Grimsby 

RS 

1st 

3/6  - 

1 

3/10  - 

6 

3/17  - 

32 

last 

5/23  - 

347 

3/23  - 

195 

3/23  - 

142 

peak 

5/20  - 

1 

5/8  - 

2 

4/22  - 

1 

BW 

1st 

4/17  - 

1 

4/18  - 

4 

4/14  - 

2 

last 

4/28  - 

8909 

4/25  - 

6376 

4/29  - 

2081 

peak 

5/31  - 

11 

6/30  - 

2 

5/8  - 

111 

RL 

1st 

2/23  - 

2 

3/5  - 

3 

3/17  - 

4 

last 

4/20  - 

68 

4/26  - 

49 

4/21  - 

16 

peak 

5/20  - 

1 

6/2  - 

..  1 

5/2  - 

5 

S¥ 

peak 

4/26  - 

1 

5/20  - 

1 

— 

GE 

•1st 

3/7  - 

1 

4/3  - 

1 

3/17  - 

1 

peak 

3/23  - 

3 

4/21  - 

5 

4/22  - 

2 

last 

5/13  - 

l 

5/11  - 

1 

4/22  - 

2 

BE 

1st 

3/13  - 

1 

3/18  - 

1 

4/4  - 

1 

peak 

4/30  - 

3 

4/14  - 

4 

singles  only 

last 

5/27  - 

1 

6/21  - 

1 

4/22  - 

1 

NH 

1st 

3/1  - 

1 

3/7  - 

5 

3/17  - 

1 

peak 

4/13  - 

81 

4/14  - 

"147 

4/21  - 

20 

last 

5/30  - 

t 

1 

6/27  - 

1 

5/9  - 

1 

OS 

1st 

A/12  - 

4 

4/13  - 

2 

4/5  - 

1 

peak 

4/26  - 

122  4/26.5/12- 

22 

4/21  - 

9 

last 

5/20  - 

11 

6/29  - 

1 

5/7  - 

2 

PF 

1st 

5/7  - 

1 

3/25  - 

2 

4/24  - 

1 

peak 

singles 

only 

3/25  - 

2 

f? 

last 

5/14  - 

1 

6/9  - 

1 

tf 

M 

1st 

4/13  - 

1 

3/18  - 

1 

4/25  - 

1 

peak 

4/25  - 

5 

3/25  - 

2 

h 

last 

5/9  - 

1 

5/5  - 

1 

V 

A K 

1st 

3/9  - 

1 

3/3  - 

1 

3/17  - 

3 

peak 

4/13  - 

94 

4/14  - 

189 

4/21  - 

5 

last 

5/20  - 

3 

6/27  - 

4 

4/24  - 

3 
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HAWK  WATCH  -PROJECT  - 

About  the  first  week  in  March  the  hawks  begin  their  northward 
migration  through  our  territory.  The  Rough-legs,'  Red-shoulders  and  Coopers 
together  with  Red- tails  are  among  the  early  ones."  Sharpies  and  Turkey  Vultures 
follow  in  April,  while  Broadwings  finally  come  after  the  middle  of  April.  The 
migration  is  not  completed  until  late  in  June.  This .migration  can  be  observed 
most  easily  at  the  Grimsby,  Ontario  lookouts.  Here  the  Hawk  Migration  Association 
of  North  America  is  gathering  data  on  the  hawk  flights  as  part  of  their  nation¬ 
wide  effort  to  determine  the  status  of  all  the  predators.  Members  of  the  B.O.S. 
are  cooperating  in  this  endeavor  together  with  the  Hamilton  Naturlists'  Club 
and  Toronto  Field  Naturalists.  It  is  our  goal  to  have  observers  at  the  lookout 
all  of  the  migration  period. 

The  main  lookout  is  at  Beamer  Conservation  Area  at  Grimsby.  To  get 
there  procede  on  the  Q.E.W.  about  15  miles  beyond  St.  Catherines  to  the  Grimsby 
triple  outlet.  Take  the  third  (Christie  St.)  to  the  left.  At  the  stop  light 
Christie  becomes  Mountain  Rd.  which  goes  up  the  escarpment.  At  the  top  take 
the  road  off  to  the  right.  In  0,7  mi.  a  gravel  road  to  the  right  leads  to  the 
conservation  entrance.  The  lookout  area  is  on  the  northwest  portion  of  the  loop 
road,  150  yards  from  the  entrance. 

When  you  plan  to  go  contact  Walter  Klabunde  (754-4424)  who  will  see 
that  you  meet  the  leader  for  the  day. 


Bear  Tom, 


LETTER  TO  THE  EBITOR 


There  is  a  new  publication  available  which  probably  should  be  mentioned 
in  the  Pro thono tary .  It  is  entitled  ’A  Migratory  Chronology  and  Checklist  of 
Western  New  York  State  Birds'  by  James  W.  Keefer.  The  author  feels  sure  that 
B.O.S.  members  will  find  it  a  valuable  resource  for  their  field  observations.  He 
states  that  some  of  the  outstanding  features  in  this  pocket-sized  (5^"  x  45') 
booklet  are: 

(1)  an  up-to-date  checklist  of  all  birds  seen  in  western  New  York  as  of  July,  1979 

(2)  habitat  preferences  for  558  species 

(5)  birds  that  are  known  breeders  in  the  area 

(4)  birds  that  are  non-mi gra to iy  residents 

(5)  migration  charts  that  instantly  show  the  seasonal  occurrence  of  a  species 

(6)  checklist  page  for  recording  species  seen  on  field  trips 

There  is  also  a  map  of  western  New  York  on  the  back  cover  that  shows 
the  finer  bird  haunts  for  quick  reference.  Of  note  here  is  that  "Western  New 
York”  in  this  publication  inludes  20  counties  (as  far  east  .as  Cayuga,  Tompkins, 
and  Tioga)  and  only  12  "finer  bird  haunts"  are  listed  for  this  entire  region. 
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Copies  of  this  'Chronology  and.  Checklist'  are  available  at  the  sales 
desk  in  the  Buffab  Museum  of  Science,  at  $1195  each,  postage  paid,  or  as  a  special 
invitation  to  B.O.S.  members,  a  15%  discount  is  offered  on  orders  of  five  (5)  or 
more  for  $1.65  each,  postage  paid.  (244  hill  Top  Lane,  Spencerport,  New  York  14559) 

Sincerely, 


Arthur  R.  Clark 
Assistant  Curator  of 
Vertebrate  Zoology 


B.O.S.  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 


June  24  —  Despite  our  recent  gas  crisis,  10  birders,  from  B.O.S.  parti¬ 
cipated  in  a  joint  field  trip  with  the  Allegany  Country  Bird  "Club  to  the  Belmont/ 
Alfred  area.  Although  cool  temperatures  inhibited  singing,  we  still  managed  to 
check  off  58  species.  The  local  experts  showed  us  several  nests,  including  the 
rare  Prairie  Warbler.  Other  highlights  included  Golden-crowned  Kinglet,  White- 
throated  Sparrow  and  11  species  of  warblers.  Our  trip  took  us  to  several  State 
Forest  areas  and  through  some  of  the  most  scenic  countryside  in  our  beautiful 
state.  Our  thante  went  out  to  the  ACBC  for  such  an  informative  and  enjoyable  day. 

-  Peggy  Daniels  &  Doris'  Burton 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 
MINUTES  OF  B.O.S.  MEETING 

The  Annual  Meeting  was  opened  by  Vice-President  David  Freeland. 

The  Secretary's  and  treasurer's  reports  were  approved  as  read. 

The  following  committees  gave  their  annual  reports' 

Research  -F^an  Rew  -  reports  have  a  deadline  of  2  weeks 
Refuge  -  Walter  Klabunde  -  Work  party  on  Oct.  22  at  the  Refuge 
Field  trips  -  all  4  counts  successfully  completed  and  20  field  trips 
William  Vaughan  of  the  Nominatting  Committee  presented  the  following 
slate  for  1980. 

Honarary  President 
President 
Vice  President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 


Harold  Mitchell 
David  Freeland 
Brad  Lown 
Karen  Renning 
Peggy  Daniels 
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Statistitions 


Fran  Rew 


Librarian 

Custodian  of  Records 
Members  of  the  Council 


Robert  Andrle 
Marie  Wend ling 
Marie  Wendling 
Peggy  Daniels 
Wav el  Barber 
Tom  Klonowski 


Harold  Mitchell  made  a  motion  that  the  secretary  cast  one  ballot 
for  the  s?ate  of  officers  and  council  members.  The  motion  was 
seconded  and  passed. 

Please  see  Brad  Down  for  the  Oct.  14th  count  and  don't  forget 
the  Dec.  l6th  Christmas  count. 

The  Membership  Committee  proposed  the  following  people  (who  have 
been  Associate  Members  for  at  least  1  year)  for  Active  Membership; 

Peggy  Daniels,  Jerald  Farrell,  Susan  Farrell,  Dennys  Gardiner, 

James  Gregory,  Norma  Gregory,  Linda  Grimble,  Paul  Grimble,  David 
Thomas  Klonowski,  Grace  O'Dell,  Arthur  Partridge,  Karen 
Renning,  Robert  Schrader,  Michael  Zebehazy.  The  motion  was  made 
and  passed.  We  now  have  21  new  Associate  Members  were  added,  2 
members  died  (James  Braunbems  and  Mrs.  Brant  Glenny)  21  resignations, 
changes  in  membersip  status  and  drops  for  a  totalmembership  of  210. 

David  Freeland  as  President  called  a  Council  meeting  to  be  held 
on  Oct.  24th  before  the  regular  meeting.  Please  volunteer  to  be 
on  a  Committee  or  lead  a  committee.  Fran  Rew  reported  on  the  New 
York  State  Federation  of  Bird  Clubs'  meeting  which  was  held  in 
Binghamton.  William  Vaughan  suggested  we  send  a  list  of  the  officers 
to  Martin  Borko  so  that  we  can  in  the  future  receive-  any  resolutions 
the  Federation  may  have,  be  voted  on  by  us  and  the  delagate  be  given 
the  authority  to  vote. 

If  one  knows  where  a  heronry  is,  please  let  Fran  know. 

The  Big  Birding  Safari  report  was  given  good  birding.  More  to  come  later. 

William  Vaughan  moved  that  the  dues  be  $10. 00;  funds  for  the  Prothonotary 
-60  and  the  General  Fund  -  40,  Motion  was  passed. 

William  Vaughan  expressed  appreciation  to  the  officers  for  a  fine  job 
well  done  in  the  past  year. 

Meeting  was  adjourned  at  9:52  p.m. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


Karen  E,  Renning 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  noted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month.  September  through  June,  inclusive,  in  the  Society's 
club  rooms  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


January  27th:  Field  trip  to  Lower  Niagara  River. ..  "V, /hat's  Left  Over?”,  a 

joint  outing  with  members  of  Rochester's  Genesee  Ornitholo¬ 
gical  Society.  Co-leaders,  Lave  Freeland  (tel.  688-4559) 
and  Warren  Lloyd  (tel.  265-0287,  Rochester).  We  will  meet 
at  8:50  a.m.  at  Oakland  Rural  Cemetery,  Town  of  Porter,  Route 
18  just  west  of  end  of  Robert  Moses  State  Parkway  and  across 
from  Niagara  Frontier  Country  Club.  Late  arrivals  can  join 
the  group  at  9*50  at  Fort  Niagara  parking  lot  just  uphill 
from  the  Coast  Guard  Station. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compiler,  Mr.  Joseph  Thill,  56  Allegany  Avenue, 
Kenmore,  N.Y,  14217. 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 

BACK  ISSUES: 
SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE: 
EDITOR: 


Please  notify  the  treasurer,  Ms.  Peggy  Daniels  at  18 
Concord  Drive,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215. 

Available  at  fifty  cents  per  copy  from  the  treasurer. 

$5 .00  per  year,  payable  to  the  treasurer. 

Thomas  J.  Klonowski,  2098  Delaware  Avenue,  Buffalo, N.Y.  14 


This  issue  of  The 
of  Biology  of  the 


Prothonotary  was  printed  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Department 
State  University  College  at  Buffalo. 
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:  THE  MONTH  ,.v  '• 

The  temperatures  in  July  were  average  but  the  first  week  was  unseasonably 
cool.  The  high  for  the  inonth  of  -  90° (E. )  was  on  the  20th,  and  the  low  of  49°(F.) 
occurred  on  the  6th.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month  was  71-5°(F.)  which 
was  1.2°  above  the  norm,.  Precipitation  measured  3 • 5 1  inches  for  the  month,  which 
was  0.58  inches  above  the  norm  with  most  of  the  rain  falling  on  the  25th  and 
26th.  (Meteorological  data  as  recorded  at  the  Greater  Buffalo  International 
Airport.) 

Shorebirds,  a  mainstay  of  summer  birding,  easily  dominated  the  scene 
for  the  month.  Of  special  interest  was  a  Ruff  seen  on  mud  flats  of  the  Grand 
River  near  Dunnville,  Ont,  on  ther;19th  and  22nd.  Also  noteworthy  on  these  dates 
were  140  and  90  Short-billed  Dowitchers  at  the  same  Ideation.  First  sightings 
for  the  year  included  Willet,  Bavid's  Sandpiper  and  Stilt  Sandpiper. 

The  adult  male  Ring-necked  Buck  continued  to  frequent  Forest  Lawn 
Cemetery  for  the  entire  month.  Another  sighting  of  special  interest  was  a  pair 
of  American  Wigeon  with. at  least  five  half-grown  young  at  Times  Beach  on  the 
Buffalo  waterfront.  This  is  a  rare  breeding  duck  in  the  region  and  this  is  the 
second  time  it  has  been  found  with  young  at  Times  Beach  during  the  past  several 
years. 

The  4000  Bank  Swallows  on  the  Grand  Rivep  south  of  Cayuga,  Ontario, 
was  a  notable  concentration. 

Bradley  Down,  10Q8-  Charlesgate  Circle*- '-E;  Amherst,  -  N.Y.  1405 
Peggy  Daniels,  18  Concord  Dr.  Cheektowaga, N.Y.  14215 
Audrey  Horbett  157  Floss  Ave.  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215 
Marie  Wendling  87  Garrison  Rd.,  Villiamsville, N.Y.  14221 
Karen  Renning  460  Hewitt  St.  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable, 
detailed  written  verification  according  to  the* ’Data  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario*  (B.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  •—  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron  July  7  1  South  Buffalo  Zebehazy 
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Killdeer 


Ruddy  Turnstone 

Common  Snipe 
Upland  Sandpiper 


Spotted  Sandpiper 
Solitary  Sandpiper 

*Willet 

Greater  Yellowlegs 
Lesser  Yellowlegs 


Noteworthy 

Records” 

(con' t . ) 

July 
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f» 

27 

4 

Clarence 

ft 

29 

24 

Rockhouse  Pt • , Ont 

Red  Knot 


Pectoral  Sandpiper 

*Baird ' s  Sandpiper 
Least  Sandpiper 


Short-billed  Dowitcher 
*Stilt  Sandpiper 


ff 

ft 

Tf 

ft 

ff 


7 
7F 


Tf 

19,24 

ft 

26 

ff 

10F,  12 

TT 

24 

Tf 

19,22, 

Tf 

24 

IT 

24 

ft 

26 

ft 

29 

If 

26F 

29 

30 
19F 


60 

1 

10,24 

2 

5,5 

12 

)  250, 

135 
120 
175 
107 
6 
1 
1 
3 


Zebehazy 


Freeland, et  al 

Klabundes 

Curry 

Zebehazy, Foster 


Curry 

Freeland 


McKales 
McKales 

St. David' s,  On t.  Freeland,  et  al 

Smithville, Ont .  Freeland,  et  al 
Dunnville, Ont .  Curry 
Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt.  Andrle, Thill 
South  Buffalo  Zebehazy 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt.  Zebehazy 
tOO, 150  Dunnville, Ont .  Curry 
Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt.  Zebehazy 
Dunnville, Ont .  Zebehazy 

Dunnville, Ont.  Andrle, Thill 
Waverly  Beach, Ont.  Zebehazy, Foster 
Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt.  Andrle, Thill 
Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt.  Zebehazy, Foster 
South  Buffalo  Zebehazy 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt.  Curry 


19F,22,30  5,30,35  Dunnville, Ont . 


22F 


1  Dunnville, Ont . 


Curiy 

Curry 


ff 

7 

35 

L.Erie  Shore, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

ft 

7 

10 

Smithville, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

ft 

7 

5 

St .David' s, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

tf 

22 

85 

Waverly  Beach , On t . 

Zebehazy 

ff 

2,3 

24,14 

Scuth  Buffalo 

Andrle, Foster 

ff 

19,22 

140,90  Dunnville, Ont . 

Curry 

ft 

12F, 18 

,21  1,1, 

1  South  Buffalo 

Zebehazy 

12F, 17 

1 

South  Buffalo 

Andrle, Byron 

19,22, 

30  4,14, 

4 Dunnville,  Ont. 

Curry 

24 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Zebehazy 

26 

6 

Dunnville,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Thill 

28,29 

1,1 

Waverly  Beach , Ont . 

Zebehazy, et  al 

29 

3 

Dunnville, Ont. 

Zebehazy,  Foster 
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Semipalmated  Sandpiper  July  7  1  Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont.  Freeland, et  al 

"  14  15  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt.  Schaffner, Klonowskis, 

A . Clark 

"  22,30  200,250  Dunnville,  Ont  •  Curry 

"  28  190  St. David’s, Ont*  Klabundes 

"'  28,29  212,350  Waverly  Reach, Ont.  Zebehazy,et  al 


It 

29 

300 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Zebehazy,  Foster 

*Ruff 

IT 

19,22 

1 

Dunnville,  Ont. 

Curry 

Sanderling 

ff 

19F 

5 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Curiy 

ft 

24 

14 

Waverly  Beach, Ont. 

Zebehazy 

If 

24 

25 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Zebehazy 

If 

24 

6 

Dunnville, Ont. 

Zebehazy 

ft 

26 

55 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Andrle, Thill 

Wilson ’ s  Phalarope 

ft 

19,22 

3,1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Curry 

ff 

22,30 

4,2 

Dunnville, Ont. 

Curry 

fl 

24  . 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Zebehazy 

If  • 

26 

1 

Dunnville, Ont. 

Andrle, Thill 

ff  • 

26 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Andrle, Thill 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

tl 

7 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

ff 

7 

1 

Waverly  Beach, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

It 

7 

1 

Windmill  Pt.,Ont, 

Freeland, et  al 

ff 

22,28,29 

1,1, 

1  Waverly, Beach, Ont 

.Zebehazy, et  al 

< 

If 

22,29 

2,2 

Fort  EFie,Ont.  „ 

Zebehazy, et  al 

ff 

29 

1 

Erie  Beach, Qnt. 

Zebehazy, Foster 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

IT 

24F  ‘ 

175 

Rockhouse  Pt^r4)nt. 

Zebehazy 

Caspian  Tern 

ff 

22 

1 

Dunnville, Ont, 

Curiy 

Black  T©Tn 

.  If 

7 

200 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

ff 

6 

1 

Rossburg 

R.Pitzrick 

i  ff 

18 

1 

Elma 

Forsberg 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

ff 

6,7 

1,1 

Rossburg 

Pitzricks 

If 

7 

1 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

If 

22 

1 

Hamburg 

McKales 

Bank  Swallow 

ft 

7 

400 

Low banks, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

ff 

22 

4000 

Cayuga, Ont.  area 

Curry 

Cliff  Swallow 

ff 

1 

4 

Wellsville 

V.Pitzrick 

ff 

51 

1 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Tufted  Titmouse 

.  f? 

13-31 

1-2 

Limestone 

VanScoys 

Red-breasted  Nu thatch 

ff 

14,29 

1 

Hamburg 

Andrles 

If 

17,30 

2,1 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

ff 

17 

1 

East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Brown  Creeper 

ft 

18 

1 

East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Winter  Wren 

ff 

18 

1 

South  Wales 

Bee, Becker 

Carolina  Wren 

If 

15 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

ff 

31 

1 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Mocking-bird 

If 

30,31 

1,1 

Youngstown 

Klabundes 

Eastern  Bluebird 

ff 

1-31 

1-6 

Limestone 

VanScoys 

ff 

21 

2 

Sardinia 

Bee, Becker 
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Golden-crowned  Kinglet  July  15-28 

1-2 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Solitary  Vireo 

"  20 

1 

Amity 

V,Pitzrick 

Nashville  Warbler 

"  6 

1 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

"  22 

1 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Yellow- rumped  Warbler 

"  4,14 

4,3 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

"  11-30 

1-8 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Prairie  Warbler 

"  4-25 

1-2 

AmitY 

V.Pitzrick, et 

al 

"  12-30 

1-2 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

House  Finch 

"  1-3.1 

6-10 

Eggertsville 

McKales 

"  1-31 

1-2 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

"  8,12 

2 

Buffalo 

Schaffners 

"  13,31 

4,3 

Scio 

V.Pitzrick, Kilmer 

"  25 

1 

William sville 

Freeland 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

"  3-31 

1-4 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick, et 

al 

"  24 

1 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

»  27. 

5 

Clarence 

McKales 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

"  27 

2 

Clarence 

McKales 

Vesper  Sparrow 

"  2 

1 

Java 

Becker 

"  29 

1 

Smithville, Ont 

.  Zebehazy 

White-throated  Sparrow 

"  22 

1 

Vandermark  Mar, 

sh  Brooks 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year . . . 246 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue..... . . . . .  4 

Total  for  year. . . . . . . . . . . .250 


1979  NESTING  RECORDS  -  IV 


Mallard 

July  9 

1  ad.,9Y0 

Forest  Lawn 

Freeland 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

"  5 

N4Y 

Amity 

V.Pitzric 

Killdeer 

"  26 

ad. , N4E 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

"  9 

1  ad. , 16Y0 

Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Ruby- throated  Hummingbird 

June23-July 

5  N2E  (July 

11-28, N2Y;  July  31, Y0)  Wilcove,V.P 

,  ■  , 

,:u'W 

_  »  • 

Amity 

Tree  Swallow 

Julyll,  18 

ad. ,  4E(  July 

28-Aug.  2,3E,  lY)  near 

Scio  V.Pitzr 

Rough-winged  Swallow 

"  1 

2  ad.,7Y 

Wellsville 

V.Pitzric 

Cliff  Swallow 

"  1 

4  ad. , 2N?Y 

Shongo 

V.Pitzrick 

Blue  Jay 

"6  2 

ad . , 1Y0 

Charlotte 

Rew 

Ehstem  Bluebird 

June-July 

7  pr, , 44YO 

Amity 

V.Pitzric 

Yellow—rumped  Warbler 

June  29-July  11  N5E 

Amity 

V.Pitzric 

"  29—  " 

11  N3E 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

July  4 

N3E  (July  25 

,  N1Y;  Aug.  1,  Y0)  Amity  V.Pitzrick 

Cardinal 

"  23 

ad . , 2Y0 

Eggertsville 

McKales 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

"  27 

ad., Y0 

Clarence 

McKales 
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INDIVIDUALS  DROP  SHARPLY  ON  1979  B.O.S.  MINI-RUNS 
By  David  B.  Freeland 

A  sharp  drop  in  numbers  of  individual  birds  was  the  major  feature  of 
the  Society’s  19-79  Mini-Run  program,  where  observers  cover  12  pre-determined 
automobile  routes  under  consistent  census- taking  conditions.  All  birds  seen 
or  heard  in  three  minutes  at  each  of  25  stops  of  the  car  become  indicators  of 
population  trends  of  breeding  birds  in  Erie  County-  This  was  the  fourth  straight 
year  of  the  B.O.S.  program.  .  .  .  . •  ... 

A  decline  in  individuals  to  4620  (15.408  per  automobile  stop  on  all  12 
Mini-Runs)  compared  with  previous  figures  ranging  between  18.097  and  19.053 
per  stop.  Ihe  previous  low  was  5429  individuals  in  1978. 

Icterids  paved  the  way  for  the  precipitous  decline,  as  the  following 
Mini-Run  statistics  indicate :  * 


Species 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

Starling 

719 

719 

639 

474 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

84 

91 

96 

38 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

876 

850 

843 

694 

Common  Grackle 

595 

862 

523 

418 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

67 

60 

76 

40 

Cardinal 

92 

75 

81 

55 

6-species  totals  * ' ’ ' 

2433 

2657 

2258 

1719 

Although  a  numbe'r  of  factors  could  contribute  to  this  dramatic  decline, 
including  obstrver/weather  conditions  during  the  Mini-Runs,  no  analysis  is  as 
yet  available  to  conclude  definitive  judgments.  Numbers  will  certainly  be 
monitored  closely  in  succeeding  years  to  determine  whether  or  not  any  of  the 
declines  are  cyclical. 

Four  new  species  were  added  to  the  four-year  Mini-Run  list  this  year, 
including  an  unidentified  accipiter  on  Mini-Run  L.  Also  added  were  Marsh  Hawk 
on  I,  Ruby- throated  Hummingbird  on  E,  ' and  Brown  Creeper  on  E.  Pied-billed  Grebe, 
Red-headed  Woodpecker,  Nashville  Warbler,  Hooded  Warbler  and  House  Finch  were 
noted  for  the  second  year.  The  Mini-Runs  have  still  been  unable  to  uncover 
such  nocturnal  species  as  American  Woodcock  or  any  owls,  nor  have  Mockingbird, 
Golden-winged  Warbler  or  Vesper  Sparrow  —  all  Erie  County  breeding  season 
residents,  albeit  local  —  made  an  appearance  in  the  four  years  of  the  program. 
Perhaps  in  1980...  For  the  first  time  in  the  four  years,  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 
eluded  detection  in  1979* 

For  the  third  year  in  four,  Red-winged  Blackbird  (694)  ranked  first  as 
the  most  abundant  species  in  Erie  County,  followed  by  American  Robin  (48l), 
Starling  (474)>  Common  Grackle  (418)  and  House  Sparrow  (405) •  Robin  passed  three 
species  to  move  to  its  new  position  of  abundance. 
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The  order  of  the  most  widespread  species  is  identical  for  the  third  time 
in  four  years:  American  Robin  (218  of  300  Mini-Run  stops),  Red-winged  Blackbird 
(184),  Song  Sparrow  (157),  Common  Grackle  (124),  Starling  (117).  In  1977  Song 
Sparrow  and  Common  Grackle  switched  positions. 

Highest  count  for  a  species  on  a  single  Mini-Run  was  the  155  Red-winged 
Blackbirds  on  A,  which  also  had  131  Starlings.  Most  widespread  on  a  single  Mini- 
Run  was  American  Robin,  on  24  of  2-5  stops  on  B,  as  well  as  23  of  25  on  E.  Mourning 
Dove,  Common  Crow,  Gray  Catbird,  American  Robin,  Starling,  House  Sparrow,  Red¬ 
winged  Blackbird,  Common  Grackle  and  Song  Sparrow  were  recorded  on  all  12  routes, 
and  House  Wren  missed  only  one. 

Most  diverse  Mini -Run,  as  usual,  was  K  with  53  species,  leading  E's  48. 
Busiest  route,  also  as  usual,  was  A  with  744  individuals,  followed  by  B  with  529* 


The  compiler’s  appreciation  goes  out  to  the  following  individuals  for 
making  sure  that  this  detailed  survey  program  continues  with  fine  tuning: 


Mini-Run  (Area) 

A  (Grand  Island) 

B  (Amherst- Clarence) 

C  (Kenmore-Cheektowaga) 
D  (Clarence-Newstead) 

E  (Hamburg- Evans) 

F  (Hamburg-Orchard  Park) 
G  (Elma- Lancaster) 

H  (Wales-Marilla) 

I  (Evans-Brant) 

J  (Boston-North  Collins) 
K  (Concord-Collins) 

L  (Sardinia-Colden) 


Observer 

Harriet te  Klabunde 
Dave  Freeland 
Robert  Wagner 
Marie  Wendling 
Marcy  Foster 
Marian  Crone 
Ann  Bauer 
Stanley  King 
Cynthia  Millard 
Robert  Andrle 
Frances  Rew 
Peter  Matlock 


Assistant 
Walter  Klabunde 
none 
none 

Margaret  Wendling 
none 

Lincoln  Crone 

none 

none 

none 

Patricia  Andrle 
Pauline  Schwartz 
Lois  Matlock 


The  1979  Mini-Run  statistics  that  follow  include  averages  for  number  of 
individuals  per  Mini-Run,  stops  recorded  per  Mini-Run,  and  number  of  individuals 
per  stop  for  all  12  Mini-Runs.  The  "remarks"  column  indicate  some  of  the 
developing  potential  trends  that  may  be  of  interest  to  the  student  of  ornithology 
in  Erie  County. 


Total 

Total 

Total 

Ind ' 3/ 

Stops/ 

Ind f  s/< 

Species  Individuals 

Stops 

Runs 

Run 

Run 

Stop 

Remarks 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

1 

1 

1(E) 

•  ”*(38 

.08 

.003 

Great  Blue  Heron 

6 

4 

3 

.5d 

.33 

:020 

Green  Heron 

2 

2 

2  (E,K) 

.17 

.007 

very  steady 

Mallard 

16 

5 

5 

1.33 

.42 

.053 

accipiter,  sp. 

1 

1  ' 

1  (L) 

.Q8 

.08  , 

:qp3 

Red- tailed  Hawk 

1 

1 

1  (J) 

.98 

.08 

% 

very  steady 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

1 

1 

1  (K) 

,08 

.08 

;oo3 

■  —  *  >  •  • 

Marsh  Hawk 

1 

1 

1  (I) 

.08 

.08 

.*903 
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American  Kestrel 

5 

3 

3 

.25 

.25 

.010 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

8 

8 

4 

.67 

.67 

.027 

steep  decline 

Common  Gallinule 

1 

1 

1  (D) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

Killdeer 

58 

36 

9 

4.83 

3.00 

.193 

cont,  rise 

Upland  Sandpiper 

1 

1 

1  (L) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

5 

3 

3 

.25 

.25 

.010 

Herring  Gull 

1 

1 

1  (A) 

‘ .  .08 

.08 

.003 

far  down 

Ring-billed  Gull 

63 

13 

2  (A,G) 

5.25 

r-  1.08 

.210 

up 

Common  Tern 

2 

1 

1  (A) 

.17 

.08 

.007 

Rock  Dove-. 

40 

12 

8 

3.33 

1.00 

.133 

far  down 

Mourning  Hove 

148 

95 

12 

12.33 

7.92 

.493 

Black-billed  Cuckop 

4 

4 

3 

.33 

.33 

.013 

Common  Night hawk 

2 

lr 

1  (c) 

.17 

.08 

.007 

Chimney  Swift 

18 

7 

3.  , 

1.50 

.58 

.060 

Ruby- throated  Hummingbird  2 

2  ^ 

JL-(E) 

i*17 

.17 

.007 

Belted  Kingfisher 

3 

3 

3 

.25 

.25 

.010 

Common  Flicker 

20 

14 

7 

1.67 

1.17 

.067 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

1 

1 

1  (G) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

Downy  Woodpecker 

13 

13 

5 

1.08 

1.08 

.043 

variable 

Eastern  Kingbird 

18 

15 

8 

U50 

1.25 

.0  60 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher  7 

7 

5 

.58 

.58 

.023 

variable 

Eastern  Phoebe 

6 

6 

4 

.50 

.50 

.020 

down 

Willow  Flycatcher 

12 

10 

4 

1.00 

.83 

.040 

cont.  decline 

least  Flycatcher 

15 

14 

6 

1.25 

1.17 

.050 

Eastern  Wood  Pewee 

27 

25 

7 

2.25 

2.08 

.090 

variable 

Horned  lark  (praticola) 

3 

2 

1  (D) 

.25 

.17 

.010 

very  steady 

Tree  Swallow 

25 

13 

6 

2.08 

1.08 

.083 

cont.  increase 

Bank  Swallow 

1 

1 

1  (A) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

Bam  Swallow 

60 

32 

10 

5.00 

2.76 

.200 

down 

Purple  Martin 

66 

21 

3 

5.50 

1.75 

.220 

down 

Blue  Jay 

20 

18 

7 

1.67 

1.50 

.076 

steady 

Common  Crow 

185 

110 

12 

15.42 

9.17 

.617 

very  steady 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

26 

14 

9 

2.17 

1.17 

r  .087 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

2 

2 

2  (D,E) 

.17 

.17 

.007 

very  steady 

Brown  Creeper 

1 

1 

1  (E) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

House  Wren 

51 

47 

11 

5.33 

3.92 

.170 

down 

Gray  Catbird 

87 

77 

12 

7.25 

6.42 

.290 

very  steady 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

1 

i(j) 

,.08 

.08 

.003 

far  down 

American  Robin 

481 

■218 

12 

40.08 

18.17 

1.603 

steady 

Wood  Thrush 

56 

43 

9 

4.67 

3.58 

.187 

steep  increase 

Veery 

15 

10 

5 

1.25 

.83 

.50 

far  up 

Cedar  Waxwing 

35 

17 

7 

2.92 

1.42 

.117 

Starling 

474 

117 

12 

39.50 

9.75 

1.580 

far  down 

Yellow- throated  Vireo 

2 

2 

1  (K) 

.1,7 

.17 

.007 

steady 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

41 

35 

8 

342 

2  #92 

.137 

steady 

Warbling  Vireo 

24 

22  . 

7 

2.00 

1.83 

.080 

cont.  increase 

Blue-winged  V/arbler 

3 

2 

2  (E,I) 

.25 

.17 

.010 

far  down 
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Nashville  Warbler 

1 

1 

1  (F) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

Yellow  Warbler 

122 

84 

10 

10.17 

7.00 

.407 

variable 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

3 

3 

2  (K,L) 

.25 

.25 

.010 

steady 

Mourning  Warbler 

1 

1 

1  (K) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

Common  Yellowthroat 

57 

52 

9 

4.75 

4.33 

.190 

very  steady 

Hooded  Warbler 

1 

1 

1  (K) 

.08 

.08 

.003 

American  Redstart 

2 

1 

1  (B) 

.17 

.08 

.007 

far  down 

House  Sparrow 

405 

91 

12 

33-75 

7.58 

1.350 

down 

Bobolink 

54 

23 

8 

4.50 

1.92 

.180 

steady 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

58 

34 

10 

3.17 

2.83 

.127 

far  down 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

694 

184 

12 

57.83 

15.33 

2.313 

far  down 

Northern  Oriole 

40 

36 

7 

3.33 

3.00 

.133 

variable 

Common  Grackle 

418 

124 

12 

34.83 

10.33 

1.393 

far  down 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

40 

28 

8 

3.33 

2.33 

.133 

far  down 

Scarlet  Tanager 

6 

6 

2  (D,K) 

.50 

.50 

.020 

Cardinal 

55 

49 

10 

4.58 

4.08 

.183 

far  down 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

12 

11 

6 

1.00 

.92 

.040 

Indigo  Bunting 

24 

20 

8 

2.00 

1.67 

.080 

Purple  Finch 

3 

3 

3 

.25 

.25 

.020 

House  Finch 

3 

2 

1  (c) 

.25 

.17 

.020 

American  Goldfinch 

70 

40 

10 

5.83 

3.08 

.233 

cont.  decli 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

9 

9 

4 

.75 

.75 

.030 

Savannah  Sparrow 

44 

29 

8 

3.67 

2.42 

.147 

far  down 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

1 

1 

1  (1) 

.08 

.08 

.002 

Bark-eyed  Junco 

2 

1 

1  (K) 

.17 

.08 

.007 

Chipping  Sparrow 

78  . 

59 

10 

6.50 

4.92 

.260 

Field  Sparrow 

35 

28 

9 

2.92 

2.33 

.117 

Song  sparrow 

238 

157 

12 

19.83 

13  .08 

.793 

down 

TOTALS  (83  species) 

4620 

300 

12 

385.00 

25.00 

15.400 

down 

1976  (84  species) 

5438 

300 

12 

453.17 

25.00 

18. 127 

1977  (81  species) 

5716 

300 

12 

476.33 

25.00 

19.053 

1978  (87  species) 

5429 

300 

12 

452.42 

25.00 

18. 097 

—  60  Haymarket  Square,  East  Amherst,  NY  14051 


B.O .S .  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 

JULY  15  —  A  band  of  seven,  we  began  our  shorebird  quest  at  the  diked 
disposal  .area  near  Buffalo’s  Small  Boat  Harbor.  Six  Green  Herons  perched  awkwardly 
on  the  dead  branches  of  the  flooded  area,  while  beneath  them  a  small  company  of 
waders  busily  fed.  Included  were  a  Stilt  Sandpiper,  8  Short-billed  Dowitchers  and 
a  Greater  Yellowlegs.  Erie  and  Waverly  Beaches  provided  additional  Semipalmated 
and  Least  Sandpipers,  Lesser  Yellowlegs  and  2  Great  Black -backed  Gulls.  In  the 
nearby  woods,  a  Carolina  Wren  sang  briefly.  We  found  scattered  flocks  on  sho rebirds 
at  Morgan's  Point  and  at  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park,  the  latter  adding  Semipalmated 
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Plover  to  the  day’s  tally.  At  the  St.  David's  cannery  ponds  we  noted  2  Solitary 
Sandpipers  and  6  more  Short-billed  Dowitchers  among  scattered  Lesser  Yellowlegs, 
Killdeer  and  "peep."  Here  our  visit  was  abruptly  terminated  by  a  not-so-distant 
thunderstorm.  The  first  wave  of  shorebirds  was  back,  so  much  a  part  of  the  hot, 
lazy  days  of  summer.  Our  day’s  list  totaled  47  species.. 

—  David  Wilcove  &  Ed  Fessler 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 

MINUTES  OF  B.O.S.  MEETINGS  -  October  24f  1979 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  President  Dave  Freeland. 

The  secretary’s  report  was  approved  as  ammended  and 
the  treasurer's  report  was  approved  as  read. 

The  annual  dinner  will  be  the  last  Saturday  in  April. (27) 

Programs;  Nov.  14  report  of  Oct.  count 

Dec.  12  '  report  on  Birding  Safari 

Walter  Klabunde  stated  that  p-  of  major  trails  were 
completed  by  the  8  people  who  showed  up.  More  to  be 
done  on  Oct.  28th. 

From  council  meeting  —  Brad  Lown- Chairman 

Marcya  Foster-Secretary 

Motivation  of  the  Members  was  discussed  and  the  repair 
of  the  typewriter  was  approved. 

Walter  Klabunde  gave  the  Hawk  report  for  1979. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  9:52. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Karen.  Renning 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  noted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and 
fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  through  June,  inclusive,  in 
the  Society’s  club  rooms  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 
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Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 


the  following  month  to 

the  compiler,  Mr.  Joseph  Thill,  J>6  Allegany  Avenue, 

Kenmore,  New  York  14217 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS: 

Please  notify  the  treasurer,  Ms.  Peggy  Daniels  at  18 

Concord  Drive,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215 

BACK  ISSUES: 

Available  at  fifty  cents  per  copy  from  the  treasurer. 
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EDITOR: 

Thomas  J.  Klonowski,  2098  Delaware  Avenue,  Buffalo, N.Y.  142 

This  issue  of  The  Prothonotary  was  printed  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Department 
of  Biology  of  the  State  University  College  at  Buffalo. 
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THE  MOUTH 

August  was  warm  and  sunny  with  the  mean  temperature  68° (p)  except  for 
the  week  of  the  11th  when  the  temperature  averaged  8°(f)  below  normal*  Two 
inches  of  rain  fell  on  the  28th.  Total  precipitation  for  the  month  was  6.25  inches . 

August  was  ushered  in  by  a  major  shorebird  migration.  There  were  over 
1000  peeps  at  Waverly  Beach,  mostly  Semi-palmated  Sandpipers.  The  cannery 
ponds  at  St.  Davids,  Ontario,  also  hosted  many  shorebirds  in  good  variety  during 
the  month.  On  August  5th  the  first  noticeable  flight  of  southward  bound 
passerine  birds  occurred  as  evidenced  by  a  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  and  a 
Least  Flycatcher  at  a  local  television  tower. 

On  August  12th,  2,000  Bank  Swallows  were  seen  at  .  Ro.ckhouse  Point  by 
Lave  Freeland.  Also  at  Rockhouse  Point  twelve  species  of  warblers  were,  noted 
by  Robert  Andrle,  Lave  Freeland  and  other  observers  on  the  11th  and  12th. 

On  August  51  a  Goshawk  was  found  at  Allenberg  Bog  by  Jerry  Chappie. 

Also  of  special  interest  were  5  Mute  Swans  at  Oak  Orchard  WMA,  the  Ring-necked 
Luck  remaining  in  Forest  Lawn,  a  Northern  Phalarope  on  the  14th  in  Buffalo 
Harbor,  and  5  young  House  Finches  out  of  the  ne&t  in  Eggertsville . 

Esther  Becker  Bill  Bogacki 

241  Canada  St.  70  Louise  Dr. 

Holland,  N.Y.  14080  Cheektowaga,  N.Y.  14227 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable, 
detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  ’Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario’  (B.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

P  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 


L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

(f)  - 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 


Common  Loon 

Aug. 12 P 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Freeland,  et  al 

Tt 

19 

1  , 

Chautauqua  Lake 

McKales 

Great  Egret 

,t 

12 

1 

Tonawanda  WMA 

McKales 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

»t 

20 

1 

Peace  Bridge 

Andrle, Byron 

fi 

26 

6 

Times  Beach 

Freeland, et  al(BOS) 

Mute  Swan 

f! 

5 

5 

■  Oak  Orchard  WMA 

McKales, Reboviches 

Pintail 

ft 

12 

8 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Freeland, et  al 

If 

12 

4 

St.  David ’ s, Ont . 

Andrle, et  al 

m 

14 

3 

Times  Beach 

Freeland 

ii 

14 

1 

South  Buffalo 

Freeland 

Green-winged  Teal 

ff 

14 

2 

South  Buffalo 

Freeland 

* 

f? 

26 

1 

St. David’ s, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al(BOS) 

American  Wigeon 

1? 

14 

3 

South  Buffalo 

Freeland 

Ring-necked  Duck 

ii 

1-31 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Free land, v.o . 

Lesser  Scaup 

T! 

11 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Freeland, et ' al 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

ft 

19 

1 

Times  Beach 

Freeland 

ff 

26 

1 

Crescent  Park, Ont. 

A • Clark, Schaf fner 

ft 

26 

1 

Pt .Abino, Ont. 

Schaf fner, A . Clark 

Goshawk 

ff 

31 

1 

nr.Allenberg  Bog 

J.  Chappie 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

ft 

23,29 

'  1,1. 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

ft 

31 

1 

Elma 

Forsberg 

11 

31 

1 

nr.Allenberg  Bog 

J. Chappie 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

ft 

2,18 

1,1 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

t 

,1 

3 

1 

Mimes tone 

VanScoys 

Marsh  Hawk 

ff 

16 

1 

Times  Beach' 

Schaffner 

ft 

26 

1 

Times  Beach 

Freeland, et  al(BOS) 

*Bobwhite 

tt 

30 

1 

Hamburg 

Freeland 

Turkey 

II 

5 

3 

Sheldon 

Becker, Bee 

Semipalmated  Plover 

ft 

19 

30 

Erie/Waverly  Beaches,  Ont.  Freeland 

*American  Golden’  Plover 

V 

26F 

9 

RoOkhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Freeland, et  al(BOS) 

ft 

26  ; 

21 

Lowbanks, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al(BOS) 
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Black-bellied  Plover 

Aug. 

14N  1 

South  Buffalo 

Freeland 

tt 

19  77 

Lowbanks, Ont . 

Zebehazy, Wilcove 

ft 

26  40 

Lowbank, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al(BOS 

American  Woodcock 

tf 

14  3 

Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Upland  Sandpiper 

tt 

12  11 

Rockhou.se  Pt.,Ont. 

Andrle, et  al 

tt 

19  5 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Zebehazy, Wilcove 

tt 

26  9 

Ro  ckhous  e  P t . , On  t . 

Freeland, et  al(BOS 

Willet 

tt 

26  l 

South  Buffalo  Harbor 

Freeland, et  al(BOS 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

ff 

10  50 

South  Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle, Foster 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

ff 

10  100 

South  Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle, Foster 

ft 

13  275 

St .David ' s, Ont. 

Zebehazy 

Red  Knot 

f? 

26  2 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Freeland, et  al(BOS 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

ft 

26  15 

David’s, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al(BOS 

White-rumped  Sandpiper 

Tf 

11F  1 

Rockhouse  Pt . , Ont . 

Freeland, et  al 

ft 

19  1 

Queenston, Ont. 

Freeland 

ff 

19,25  1,1 

St.  David's, Ont. 

Andrle, et  al 

ft 

19,26  2,1 

St .David ' s, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 

ft 

12,19,25  1,2,2 

St.  David ' s, Ont. 

Andrle, et  al 

ft 

15,19  3,2 

St. David ' s, Ont. 

Zebehazy,  et  al 

tt 

19  2 

St.David's, Ont. 

Freeland, Axtell 

tf 

19  1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Zebehazy, Wilcove 

tf 

26  2 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Freeland, et  al(BOS 

Least  Sandpiper 

tt 

13,15  175,75 

St.David’s, Ont. 

Zebehazy 

Lunlin 

ff 

2F  1 

Waverly  Beach, Ont. 

Freeland 

Short-billed  Bowitcher 

ff 

13,15,19  52,24,45 

St .David ’ s, Ont. 

Zebehazy, et  al 

ff 

19  50 

St .David ' s, Ont. 

Andrle, et  al 

ft 

19,26  40,40 

St .David ' s, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

tf 

2,14  2,2 

South  Buffalo 

Freeland 

tt 

3  2 

Waverly  Beach, Ont. 

Zebehazy 

tt 

12,26  2,1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

tf 

19,26  11,8 

St. David ’ s, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

tt 

19,25  16,27 

St. David's, Ont. 

Andrle, etal 

ft 

19  8 

St. David ' s, Ont. 

Zebehazy, Wilcove 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

tf 

2  250 

Waverly  Beach, Ont. 

Freeland 

?? 

13,15  900,350 

St.David's, Ont. 

Zebehazy 

ft 

25  325 

St. Davids, Ont. 

Andrle, et  al 

^Western  Sandpiper 

tf 

12,19,26  2,2,4 

St.David's, Ont. 

Andrle, et  al 

Wilson’s  Phalarope 

ff 

12,19,25  3,1,3 

St.David's  Ont. 

Andrle , et  al 

tf 

13,15,19  3,2,2 

St.David's, Ont. 

Zebehazy, et  al 

ff 

19  1 

South  Buffalo  Harbor  Freeland; Zebehazy, 

Wilcove 

ft 

19,26  1,1 

St.David's, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

ff 

20  1 

South  Buffalo  Harbor  Andrle,  Byron 

*Northern  Phalarope 

tf 

14  1 

South  Buffalo  Harbor  Freeland 

Great  Black-backed  Gull  ” 

2  1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Freeland 

»» 

11,19  2,1 

Wav  e  r ly  Beach , On  t . 

Freeland, et  al 

ff 

11  5 

Mohawk  Is., Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

tf 

12  25 

Port  Maitland, Ont . 

Andrle, et  al 

ff 

26  2 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Freeland, et  al(BOS) 

ft 

26  3 

Morgan's  Pt.,Ont. 

Freeland, et  al(BOS) 

ff 

26  1 

Crescent  Park, Ont. 

Schaffner, A . Clark 
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■^Franklin ’  s  Gull 

Aug, 

,11,26  2,1 

Fort  Erie,  On t. 

Freeland, et 

al 

ff 

21,28  1 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Andrle, Foster 

Bonaparte's  Bull 

n 

10  800 

LaSalle  Park 

Andrle 

it 

19  1200 

LaSalle  Park 

Zebehazy, Wilcove 

Little  Gull 

ff 

10F, 20  2 

LaSalle  Park 

Andrle, Byron 

tt 

15  1 

Buffalo (Porter  Ave. ) Zebehazy 

Forster's  Tern 

ft 

IIP  1 

Buffalo 

Freeland, et 

al 

if 

12  1 

Morgan’s  Pt.,Ont. 

Freeland, et 

al 

ft 

25  1 

Fort  Erie,Ont. 

Andrle 

tr 

25  1 

Buffalo (Porter  Ave.)  Zebehazy 

Caspian  Tern 

ff 

14,15  2,1 

Times  Beach 

Zebehazy 

ft 

26  1 

Times  Beach 

Freeland, etal(BOS) 

ft 

26  5 

Port  Colborne,Ont 

•Freeland, et 

al(BOS) 

Common  Nighthawk 

?? 

21  1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont 

.Freeland, et 

al 

ft 

25  40 

Buffalo 

McKales 

tt 

24  25 

Clarence 

McKales 

7? 

28  56 

Buffalo 

Schaffner 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

ft 

12,27  1,2 

Java, 

Becker 

I? 

19  1 

Times  Beach 

Freeland 

t! 

20,21  1,5 

Bunk irk 

Pitzricks 

ff 

25  .*  1 

Forest  Lawn 

Zebehazy 

t? 

26  2 

Java 

Bee,Kunze 

ff 

26  1 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Freeland, et 

al(BOS) 

ff 

50  1 

Hamburg 

Freeland 

-  *  -  •  i .  . 

.  v?  _  "  " "  '  •  •  ; 

ft 

51  1  - 

hr.Allenberg  Bog 

J. Chappie 

Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  " 

5F  l(dead)  Grand  Island 

A . Clark 

ff 

10  1 

Ehst  Amherst 

Freelands 

„•  : ;  ('  v  '  j  _  - 

ff 

26  1 

Rockhouse  Pt . , Ont 

.Freeland,  et 

al(BOS) 

Olive-sided  Flycatcher 

ft 

19F  1 

Morgan's  Pt.,Ont. 

Zebehazy, Wilcove 

Bank  Swallow 

t? 

12  2000 

Rockhouse  Pt . , Ont 

•Freeland, et 

al 

Cliff  Swallow 

ft 

15  2  -  , 

St .David' s, Ont. 

Zebehazy 

Tufted  Titmouse 

ft 

1-11,17,18  1 

Limestone 

VanScoys 

Winter  Wren 

t? 

26F  l 

Elma 

Forsberg 

Mockingbi rd 

tt 

11  1 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Freeland, et 

al 

tt 

19  2 

nr.Scio 

James 

Swainson ' s  Thrush 

tt 

15F  1 

East  Amherst 

Freeland 

ff 

26  2 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt 

.Freeland, et 

al(BOS) 

ft 

26  1 

nr.Allenberg  Bog 

J.  Chappie 

Eastern  Bluebird 

t? 

1-15,15,17,20, 

24,28 

1-6, 1,1, 1,2 

,1  Limestone 

VanScoys 

tt 

1-31  5-13 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

tt 

4,5  2,2 

Java 

Bee 

tt 

6,15  4,6 

Wales 

Schaffner, A 

, Clark 

ff 

12  2 

Java  ' 

Becker, Bee 

ft 

14  1 

Amherst 

Freeland 

ff 

27  12 

Wales 

TAT.  Clark 

ft 

27  4 

Colden 

A . Clark 

Least  Flycatcher 

tt 

5  1  (d 

ead)  Grand  Island 

A . Clark 

-  .129  - 


Volume  45, Number  9  "Noteworhty  Records”  (con't.) 


Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 

Aug. 11, 12,26 

1,1,2 

Rockhouse  Pt . , Ont 

11 

19 

1 

Morgan's  Pt.,0nt. 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

n  * 

25F 

1 

nr.Allenberg  Bog 

it 

25F 

1 

East  Amherst 

Tennessee  Warbler 

71 

19F 

1 

Morgan's  Pt.,0nt. 

tt 

19F 

2 

Times  Beach 

Magnolia  Warbler 

n 

11F 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt 

Cape  May  V/arbler 

11 

12F 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt 

7? 

2  6 

10 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt 

Black- throated  Blue  V/arbler” 

11F 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt 

Yellow-rump ed  V/arbl  er 

j? 

26F 

5 

Morgan’s  Pt.,0nt. 

?i 

26f 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt . , Ont 

Blckbumian  V/arbler 

tt 

25F 

1 

East  Amherst 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

tt 

11F, 12, 26 

1,5,25 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

tt 

12F 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt 

Prairie  V/arbler 

tt 

12F 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt 

Northern  Water thrush 

tt 

12F 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt . , Ont 

Louisiana  Waterthrush 

tt 

8 

1 

South  V/ales 

n 

26 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt . , Ont 

Mourning  Warbler 

tt 

26 

1 

Times  Beach 

Wilson's  Warbler 

t? 

19F 

2 

Times  Beach 

tt 

19F 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt . , Ont 

tt 

19F 

1 

Morgan's  Pt.,0nt. 

Canada  V/arbler 

tt 

11F 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt 

House  Finch 

tt 

1-51 

6-8 

Eggertsville 

tt 

1-51 

4-12 

Eggertsville 

tt 

21,51 

1,1 

Buffalo 

Henslow's  Sparrow 

tt 

5 

2 

Clarence 

Vesper  Sparrow 

11 

11 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt 

tt 

19 

1 

Times  Beach 

tt 

26-51 

1 

Amity  Lake 

Freeland, et  al 
Zebehazy,  V/ilcove 
J. Chappie 
Freeland 
Zebehazy,  V/ilcove 
Freeland 
Freeland, et  al 
Andrle, et  al 
Freeland, et  al(BOS 
Freeland, et  al 
Freeland, et  al(B0S 
Freeland, et  al(B0S 
Freeland 
Freeland, et  al 
Andrle,et  al 
Andrle,et  al 
Andrle, et  al 
Bee 

Freeland, et  al(BOS 
Freeland, Daniels 
Freeland 
Zebehazy,  V/ilcove 
Zebehazy,  V/ilcove 
Freeland, et  al 
Hulls 
Me Kales 
Schaffner 
Me Kales 
Freeland, et  al 
Freeland 
V.Pitzrick 


Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year 


250 


Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue . . .  5 

Total  for  year.. . . . 255 


1979  NESTING  RECORDS  -  V 


American  Wigeon  Aug.  10 

ad • , 6Y0 

LaSalle  Park 

Andrle 

Red- tailed  Hawk 

4 

ad. , 2Y 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

16 

ad. , 1Y 

Amity 

V .Pitzrick 

Common  Flicker 

15 

2  ad. , 2Y 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

Eastern  Kingbird 

1 

2  ad . , 1Y 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

16 

2  ad.,5Y 

Amity 

V .Pitzrick 

Eastern  V/ood  Pewee 

2 

2  ad.,5Y 

Amity  Lake 

V.Pitzrick 

American  Robin 

15 

N,  YO 

Cheek to waga 

Freeland 

House  Finch 

15 

5Y0 

Eggertsville 

McKales 
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r. 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Cooperative  Breeding  Bird  Survey  1979 

by  Walter  Klabunde 

This  survey  carried  out  for  the  Fish  &  Wildlife  Service  is  a  nationwide  effort  to 
obtain  an  index  of  abundance  of  breeding  birds  in  North  America  and  specifically 
to  measure  changes  in  abundance  that  result  from  such  factors  as  land  use  and 
widespread  application  of  pesticides* 

To  accomplish  this  routes  have  been  defined  which  are  covered  during  the  month 
of  June  under  reasonably  reproducible  conditions  in’  order  to  obtain  breeding 
bird  data  which  can  be  compared  to  show  signigicant  population  shifts  when  they 
occur.  The  route  include  50  stops,  one  every  half  mile  aHong  a  mile  defined 

route.  One  observer  notes  the  number  of  each  species  seen  or  heard  at  each  stop 

for  a  period  of  three  minutes.  The  initial  stop  is  started  50  minutes  before 
sunrise.  Normally  the  50th  stop  is  completed  in  4^  +  ^  hours.  The  entire  run 
must  be  made  under  favorable  conditions,  that  is,  with  winds  under  12  mph,/and 
no  fog  and/  or  heavy  rain.  This  is  to  ensure  that  the  birds  behave  normally  and 

can  be  seen  or  heard  by  the  observer.  Only  those  birds  that  the  observer  notes 

at  the  stop  are  tabulated  and  no  artificial  means  of  attracting  the  birds  such 
as  pishing  or  using  tape  recorders  are  permitted.  The  observer  uses  an  assistant 
to  do  the  tabulation  and  check  the  time.  This  procedure  has  been  found  to  give 
fairly  reproducible  data  even  when  done  by  different  observers. 

B.O.S.  members  and  associates  have  cooperated  in  this  program  since  1967  when 
it  was  first  expanded  onto  a  nationwide  effort.  The  initial  seventeen  routes 
evolved  in  our  area  were  increased  to  nineteen  in  1968  which  constitute  our 
present  assignment.  For  a  description  of  the  routes  see  Prothono tary  Vol.  54, 

No  10  page  112  (1968).  The  following  are  the  cooperators  and  assistants  who 
provided  the  data  for  this  report. 


Number 

Route 

Name 

Observer 

Assistant 

001 

Dunnville 

Gary  Novosel 

Blayne  Farnan 

045 

Phillip’s  Creek  Lou  L,  Burton 

Doris  Burton 

046 

Swain 

Elizabeth  W.  Brooks 

Clarence  Klingensmith 

052 

Mt.  Morris 

Harriette  Klabunde 

Walter  Klabunde 

055 

Hamburg 

Marian  L.  Crone 

Lincoln  E.  Crone 

054 

West  Seneca 

Marie  Wendling 

Margaret  Wendling 

055 

Gainesville 

Robert  F.  Andrle 

Patricia  R.  Andrle 

056 

Cattaraugus 

David  M.  Bigelow 

Dee  Bigelow 

057 

East  Java 

not  covered 

058 

Castile 

Harriette  Klabunde 

Walter  Klabunde 

059 

Randolph 

Stephen  W.  Eh  ton 

Ellen  E.  Eaton 

060 

Centerville 

no  report 

0S1 

Sheridan 

Frances  M.  Rew 

Lois  I.  Buck 

062 

Cherry  Hill 

Robert  A.  Sundell 

David  Gagne 
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O63 

Nashville 

Robert- M,  Wagner 

Joan  Wagher 

O64 

St.  Johnsburg 

Alice  M.  Mckale 

Willard  F.  Me Kale 

065 

E.  Youngstown 

Harriette  Klabunde 

Walter  Klabunde 

066 

Byron 

Jane  B.  Mason 

Max  W.  Mason 

111 

S.  Vandal ia 

Regina  N.  Van  Scoy 

James  S.  Van  Scoy 

The  results  summarized  in  Table  I  show  that  109  species  were  recorded  including 
one  new  species,  i.e.,  Hooded  Merganser,  seen  on  Route  111.  In  addition  to  the 
total  individuals  and  percentage  of  routes  on  which  each  species  was  recorded, 
a  notation  after  the  species,  name,  indicates  how  the  number  recorded  corresponds 
with. the  past  records.  A  (+)  denotes  the  count  is  among  the  four  highest,  (h) 
for  an  all  time  high,  N  among  the  five  middle  counts,  and,  (-)  among  the  bottom 
four  counts  with  (L)  for  an  all  "time  low.  An  (=)  after  H  or  L  denotes  -  equal 
to.  Many  of  the  totals  and  subsequently  also  status  ratings  are  low  due  to  the 
missing  data  on  two  routes  this  year.  To  obtain  a  more  accurate  comparison  the 
counts  on  all  years  were  adjusted  to  the  same  base,  namely  19  routes.  This  was 
achieved  by  taking  the  average  of  two  years  -  one  before  and  one  after  -  in  place 
of  the  missing  route  total  for  each  species.  On  this  basis  21  species  would 
have  their  ratings  changed;  16  raised  and  5  lowered.  These  changes  from  adjusted 
counts  are  shown  in  Table  I  in  parenthesis  after  the  regular  status. 

Table  II  shows  the  yaarly  adjusted  totals  of  18  species  which  show  a  significant 
change  in  abundance;  17  declining  and  one  increasing.  They  are  divided  into 
four  groups:  l)  missing  in  1979,  2)  serious  decline,  3)  significant  decrease, 

and  4)  significant  increase.  Graphic  representation  would  simplify  the  message 
but  unfortunately  is  to  voluminous  for  this  report. 

The  writer  has  no  complete  or  satisfying  explanation  for  the  declines.  As  they 
involve  over  15%  of  the  breeding  birds  noted  in  this  survey  it  is  important  that 
further  study  be  made  to  understand  the  causes  for  these  declines. 

4923  Creek  Road  -  Lewiston,  N.Y.  14092 


TABLE  I 


Species 

Tbtal 

%Rtes 

Species 

Total 

%Rtes 

Common  Loon  H= 

1 

6 

Ruby-t.  Hummingbird  + 

5 

29 

Gr.  Blue  Heron  H 

35 

65 

Belted  Kingfisher  N 

14 

47 

Green  Heron  H 

24 

53 

Common  Flicker  - 

42 

94 

American  Bittern  N 

2 

6 

Pi lea ted  Woodpecker  - 

1 

6 

Mallard  - 

28 

53 

Red-Bellied  Woodpecker  N 

1 

6 

Black  Buck  N 

1 

6 

Red-headed  ’Woodpecker  L 

2 

6 

Blue-w.  Teal  + 

10 

6 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker  N 

1 

6 

Hooded  Merganser  II 

2 

6 

Hairy  Woodpecker  H= 

9 

24 

Turkey  Vulture  -1- 

5 

18 

Downy  Woodpecker  N  (+) 

22 

71 
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Species 

Total 

%Rtes 

Species 

Total 

tes 

Red- tailed  Hawk  L 

6 

29 

Eastern  Kingbird  N 

70 

94 

Red- shouldered  Hawk  N 

■  4 

18 

Gr.  Crest,  Flycatcher  N 

30 

65 

Marsh  Hawk  N 

1 

6 

Eastern  Phoebe  - 

23 

41 

American  Kestrel  L=  (- 

•) 

10 

41 

Willow  Flycatcher  N 

42 

77 

Ruffed  Grouse  N 

.1 

6 

Alder  Flycatcher  N 

10 

18 

Ring-n.  Pheasant  L 

74 

59 

Least  Flycatcher  - 

35 

77 

Turkey  N 

2 

6 

E.  Wo od  Pewee  N 

,47 

88 

Common  Gallinule  N 

Y  1 

6 

Homed  Lark  N 

47 

59 

Killdeer  N 

173 

100 

Tree  Swallow  N 

43 

59 

Spotted  Sandpiper  L 

1 

6 

Bank  Swallow  L 

14 

29 

Ring-b.  Gull  N 

78 

18 

Rough-w,  Swallow  - 

5 

12 

Common  Tern  N 

2 

6 

Barn  Swallow  N  (+) 

409 

100 

Rock  Dove  + 

393 

94 

Cliff  Swallow  N 

7 

18 

Mourning  Dove  + 

325 

10 

Purple  Martin  + 

89 

41 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo  - 

1 

6 

Blue  Jay  -  (n) 

81 

83 

Black-b .  Cuckoo  N 

13 

41 

Common  Crow  N 

648 

100 

Great  Homed  Owl  + 

3 

18 

Black-c,  Chickadee  +  (H=)  83 

71 

Chimney  Swift  N 

37 

65 

White-br.  Nuthatch  - 

8 

29 

Red-br.  Nuthatch  + 

2 

12 

Com.  Yellowthroat  -(N) 

205 

100 

House  Wren  IT  (+) 

167 

10 

Hooded  Warbler  N 

2 

6 

Winter.- •  Wren 

1 

6 

Canada  Warbler  N 

4 

12 

Gray  Catbird  H 

217 

100 

Amer.  Redstart  + 

30 

53 

Brown  •  Thra  sher  1=  ( - ) 

11 

41 

House  Sparrow  N 

1152 

100 

American  Robin  N 

1409 

100 

BoBolink  -  (N) 

283 

100 

Wood  Thrush  + 

165 

94 

E.  Meadowlark  L=  (L) 

258 

100 

Veery  N 

47 

71 

Red-w.  Blackbird  -(n) 

2826 

100 

Eastern  Bluebird  L 

1 

6 

Northern  Oriole  - 

117 

94 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet  N 

1 

6 

Common  Grackle  N 

1644 

100 

Cedar  Waxwing  + 

139 

88 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

181 

94 

Starling  L  (-) 

1617 

100 

Scarlet  Tanager  N 

27 

65 

Yellow- thr.  Vireo  L  (L=) 

1 

6 

Cardinal  -  (n) 

83 

83 

Solitary  Vireo  + 

4 

12 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak  + 

60 

88 

Red-eyed  Vireo  - 

153 

100 

Indigo  Bunting  N 

91 

88 

Warbling  Vireo  N  (-) 

49 

83 

purple  Finch  N 

15 

41 

Golden-w.  Warbler  N 

1 

6 

Amer.  Goldfinch  L  (-) 

299 

100 

Blue-w,  Warbler  N  (+) 

9 

29 

Rufous-s.  Towhee  - 

62 

65 

"Brewster's’"  Warbler 

H= 

1 

6 

Savannah  Sparrow  -(L) 

390 

100 
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Species 

Total 

%Rtes 

Species 

Total 

%Rtes 

Nashville  Warbler  + 

5 

12 

Hen slow's  Sparrow  - 

2 

12 

Yellow  Warbler  N  (-) 

276 

100 

Vesper  Sparrow  - 

15 

29 

Magnolia  Warbler  N 

7 

18 

Lark-eyed  Junco  N 

12 

25 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

+  1 

6 

Chipping  Sparrow  n(+$67 

100 

B.-thr.  Or.  Warbler 

+  20 

29 

Field  Sparrow  L 

81 

88 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

N  6 

12 

White-thr.  Sparrow 

+  2 

12 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

N  19 

41 

Swamp  Sparrow  L=(L) 

11 

55 

Ovenbird  + 

55 

47 

Song  Sparrow  L 

802 

100 

Mourning  V/arbler 

12 

55 

TABLE  II 


TOTAL  COUNTS  OF  SPECIES  ADJUSTED  TO  19  ROUTES  SHOWING  SIGNIFICANT 


STATUS 

!  CHANGES 

FROM  1967 

TO  1979 

Year 

'67 

'68 

'69 

'70 

’71 

.72 

’75 

'74 

'75 

f76 

,77 

'78 

'79 

Species 

(Missing  in  ’79) 

Common  Snipe 

2 

5 

9 

1 

7 

7 

4 

7 

12 

16 

1 

1 

0 

Upland  Sandpiper 

21 

15 

25 

16 

6 

17 

12 

6 

9 

7 

6 

10 

0 

Hermit  Thrush 

16 

8 

7 

8 

8 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

5 

0 

Grasshop'r  Sparrow 

29 

52 

50 

22 

27 

22 

9 

6 

12 

6 

6 

7 

0 

(Serious  decline) 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

24 

18 

19 

12 

15 

16 

11 

7 

7 

9 

9 

5 

1 

Brown  Thrasher 

45 

62 

55 

56 

56 

55 

51 

46 

54 

54 

21 

11 

12 

Eastern  Bluebird 

12 

10 

5 

14 

5 

7 

4 

5 

15 

9 

8 

6 

5 

Hens low ' s  Sparrow 

10 

22 

18 

9 

10 

19 

5 

8 

8 

0 

5 

1 

2 

Vesper  Sparrow 

122 

91 

81 

81 

77 

75 

46 

28 

44 

15 

15 

14 

15 

(Significant  decrease) 

Ring-n.  Pheasant  182  245 

272 

254 

211 

207 

196 

172 

182 

195. 

141 

119 

78 

Chimney  Swift 

72 

74 

45 

51 

66 

61 

46 

60 

49 

59 

60 

58 

41 

Common  Flicker 

115 

151 

124 

150 

112 

95 

77 

100 

87 

45 

50 

42 

45 

Eastern  Phoebe 

60 

49 

58 

70 

50 

79 

61 

57 

26 

41 

20 

45 

25 
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Year 

'67 

'68 

'69' 

'70! 

V  *71 

!  72 

’73 

*74: 

’757 

.'76 

'77 

*78 

’79 

Species 

*  ~y 

Horned  Lark 

90 

125 

118 

72 

81 

68 

87 

61 

55 

43 

47 

23 

51 

E.  Meadowlark 

560 

540 

640 

594 

613 

599 

565 

543 

342 

402 

333 

276 

274 

Ruf ous-s .  Towhee 

159 

102 

119 

128 

110 

128 

109 

56 

84 

86 

90 

58 

67 

Field  Sparrow 

239 

220 

255 

203 

164 

176 

187 

175 

185 

154 

148 

97 

94 

9Significant 

increase) 

Et.  Blue  Heron 

13 

4 

14 

19 

17 

21 

16 

23 

17 

17 

18 

30 

35 

ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 
B.O.S.  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 

AUGUST  26  —  Thanks  to  23  species  of  shorebirds  and  17  species  of  warblers* 
the  joint  outing  with  members  of  Rochester’s  Genesee  Ornithological  Society  tallied 
an  even  100  species  between  the  Buffalo  Waterfront  and  Niagara  Peninsula  of  Ontario . 
Several  Black-crowned  Night  Herons  and  a  Marsh  Hawk  opened  the  day  at  Times  Beach, 
and  a  Willet  was  observed  flying  over  Fuhrmann  Boulevard  in  the  direction  of  Tifft 
Farm.  After  a  brief  look  for  a  previously  noted  Franklin's  Gull  over  the  Niagara 
River  near  the  Peace  Bridge,  the  party  of  25  observers  headed  west  along  the  Cana¬ 
dian  Shore.  Flocks  of  40  warblers  at  Morgan's  point  and  over  100  at  Rockhouse 
Point  included  30  Bay-breasts  and  an  unusual  .Louisiana  Waterthrush  at  Rockhouse, 
where  2  Red  Knots,  2  Baird's  Sandpipers,  9  Upland  Sandpipers  and  9  American  Golden 
Plovers  were  seen.  Approximately  40  Black-bellied  Plovers  and  27  Goldens  graced 
the  Lowbanks  sod  farms,  but  Buff-breasts  had  not  yet  come  in.  As  was  the  case 
throughout  the  month,  St.  David's  Cannery  Ponds  provided  the  shorebird  highlights, 
especially  the  3  Western  Sandpipers,  Wilson'  Phalarope,  White-rumped  Sandpiper  and 
8  of  the  day>'s  9  Stilt  Sandpipers.  Also  of  interest  were  3  Caspian  Terns  flying 
over  Port  Colborne  while  we  "gassed  up"  and  awaited  the  lowering  of  the  Welland 
Canal  drawbridge;  another  had  been  seen  earlier  in  the  day  on  a  pier  near  Times 
Beach . 

—  d.Dave  Freeland  &  Warren  Lloyd 
BIRDING  SAFARI 

SEPTEMBER  21  -  30  —  The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society's  50th  Anniversary 
"Birding  Safari"  gathered  at  Hawk  Mountain  Sanctuary  in  Pennsylvania  as  an  early 
morning  rain  ended  and  ten  participants  hiked  to  the  North  Lookout  to  watch  many 
raptors  streaming  by  on  a  northerly  wind.  Six  Ospreys,  a  Cooper's  Hawk,  Marsh 
Hawks,  and  many  Sharp— shinned  and  Broad— winged  Hawks  were  seen  well,  while  a 
flock  of  Blue  Jays  and  three  V's  of  Canada  Geese  passed.  Tufted  Titmice, 
chickadees  and  towhees  were  closely  viewed  at  the  Common  Room  feeding  area.  It 
was  good  to  be  in  the  New  Jersey  tidal  marshes  by  evening  where  herons  and  egrets 
abounded.  Three  Parasitic  Jaegers  were  pursuing  terns  off  Stone  Harbor  beach 
that  evening,  and,  joined  by  five  more  members,  the  group  watched  myriads  of 
herons,  egrets  and  ibis  sail  into  the  heronry  roost  for  the ’night. 
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The  next  morning  at  Cape  May  Point  we  watched  Ospreys,  Sharp-shinned  Hawks, 
Marsh  Hawks  and  a  magnificent  Peregrine  Falcon  as  they  tacked  against  a  fresh 
northeast  wind  under  a  heavy  cloud  cover.  Royal  Terns  flew  by  as  well  as  Common 
Loons  and  many  Double-crested  Cormorants.  Hundredsoof  Tree  Swallows  swirled  about. 
Since  land  bird  migrants  were  not  numerous,  we  traveled  north  to  Brigantine  National 
Wildlife  Refuge  where  we  studied  many  waterfowl,  herons,  egrets  and  cormorants 
but  relatively  few  sho rebirds  as  water  levels  within  the  dikes  were  high.  We  had 
excellent  looks  at  Merlins  and  a  flock  of  about  50  Snow  Geese  which  had  just  flown 
in.  Another  Peregrine  perched  on  a  tower  near  the  impoundments.  Several  Long-bille 
Dowitchers  fed  in  the  pools  and  Laughing  Gulls  we re  common.  At  least  one  adult 
Yellow-crowned  Night  Heron  flew  out  of  the  roost  at  Stone  Harbor  toward  the  marshes 
that  evening.  Again,  a  Parasitic  Jaeger  was  hotly  pursuing  terns  offshore. 

On  Monday  we  visited  the  Point  area  at  Cape  May  to  find  relatively  little 
land  bird  migration.  Even  more  Tree  Swallows  swept  backand  forth  like  insects 
over  the  marshes.  Merlins,  Ospreys  and  Sharp-shinned  Hawks  were  conspicuous,  up 
to  40  of  the  last  named  being  visible  in  the  air  at  one  time.  Later,  at  Higbee's 
Beach  we  had  excellent  views  of  a  Prairie  Warbler  and  at  least  three  female  Blue 
Grosbeaks  with  Indigo  Buntings  for  comparison.  Toward  evening  at  Hereford  Inlet 
enroute  to  Stone  Harbor  over  100  Black  Skimmers  gathered  on  the  tidal  flat  and 
three  Piping  Plovers  were  with  Sanderlings  on  the  outer  beach.  This  time  everyone 
sighted  the  three  Yellow-crowned  Night  Herons  exiting  the  heronry. 

The  following  morning  there  was  some  light  rain  at  Cape  May  and  compara¬ 
tively  few  warblers,  Grange-crowned  and  Prairie  being  the  highlights.  Again  Merlins 
flashed  by  and  a  Seaside  Sparrow  was  seen  by  a  few.  In  the  afternoon  we  birded 
the  causeways  between  the  mainland  and  the  outer  strip  finding  Clapper  Rail,  Boat- 
tailed  Grackles,  herons,  egrets,  Glossy  Ibis,  an  immature  Yellow-crowned  Night 
Heron  perched  for  all  to  see,  and  a  beautiful,  largely  white,  Semipalmated  Plover. 
Terns,  gulls  and  shorebirds  abounded,  two  large  Black  Skimmer  flocks  were  found, 
two  American  Oystercatchers  flew  along  a  tidal  channel  and  a  thrid  was  on  the 
tidal  flat  at  Hereford  Inlet.  Two  more  western  New  Yorkers  arrived  that  evening  to 
see  a  Sharp- tailed  Sparrow  with  some  of  the  group. 

Wednesday  the  Point  again  yielded  few  land  birds  and  later  Brigantine  was 
also  quiet  as  the  skies  cleared.  We  watched  a  flock  of  47  Dowitchers,  probably  all 
Long-billed,  at  the  refuge  and  then  traveled  north  to  Tuckerton  Flats  where  Merlin, 
.Sharp- tailed  Sparrow,  three  passing  Whimbrel,  Red  Knots  and  two  oystercatchers 
made  this  side  trip  really  worthwhile.  Hundred  of  Fiddler  Crabs  were  all  about. 
After  a  stop  at  Riis  Park  the  following  morning,  two  more  birders  joined  us  at 
Jamaica  Bay  Wildlife  Refuge.  The  park  had  two  Pine  Warblers  among  many  other 
passerines,  and  the  refuge  held  numerous  waterfowl,  including  a  flock  of  Brant 
and  some  shorebirds.  On  the  way  out  to  Montauk  we  found  a  Red- throated  Loon  add 
an  oystercatcher  on  the  tidal  flats.  Three  more  birders  joined  us  at  the  Point  to 
make  a  total  of  22  from  western  New  Yoik  ready  to  embark  on  the  pelagic  trip  the 
next  morning.  The  hunting  Merlin,  three  species  of  scoters  and  an  inshore  Cory’s 
Shearwater  were  about  the  Point,  but  inland  birding  yielded  only  a  few  land  birds, 
among  them  a  Northern  Parula  new  for  the  trip. 
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At  11:50  p.m.  about  60  persons  boarded  the  105  foot  Viking  Star  and  moved 
out  an  hour  later  with  calm  seas  and  mild  weather.  Averaging  about  12  knots  we 
traveled  about  90  milds  southward  to  Block  Canyon  and  then  maneuvered  in  various 
directions  on  our  return  to  Montauk  that  evening.  At  close  range  we  had  fine  views 
of  Greater  and  Cory’s  Shearwaters,  an  Audubon’s  Shearwater  resting  on  the  ocean 
and  another  flying  by,  and  Pomarine  Jaegers  beating  overhead! »  Wilson’s  Petrels 
flitted  andsskimmed  over  the  sea  and  a  Northern  fulmar  sprang  up  from  the  water 
nearby.  Three  small  flying  fish  and  several  large  sharks  enlivened  a  pleasnat 
voyage.  Palm  Warblers  circled  the  boat  and  an  American  Redstart  which  alighted 
was  capthied  and  returned  to  the  mainland.  Just  before  leaving  the  Point  the 
next  day  three  Gannets,  two  Coy’s  Shearwaters  and  two  Parasitic  Jaegers,  one' chasin 
a  Laughing  Gull,  passed  by  the  lookout  in  heavy  rain,  and  a  female  Blue  Grosbeak 
perched  on  a  fence  enroute  west  capped  what  had  proven  to  be  a  fine  coastal  trip. 

Robert  P.  Andrle,  Harold  H.  Axtell,  Prances  M.  Rew  &  David  B.  Preelan 


PROGRAM  -  PIELD  TRIPS 

February  24th:  Field  trip  to  the  Ontario  Plain.  Co-leaders  Walt  and  Harriette 

Klabunde  (tel.  754-4424,  Lewiston).  We  will  meet  at  the  Tops 
parking  lot  on  Route  #104,  Lewiston  Village,  at  8:50  a.m..  Take 
Lewiston  Village  exit  off  I  -  190  and  follow  Routh  #265,  then 
Route  #104,  downhill  to  meeting  point. 

March  9"th:  Field  trip  to  Niagara  Peninsula  of  Ontario  ...  "Prowling  for 

Owls."  We  are  aiming  to  find  six  species.  Heavy  clothing  and 
waterproof  footwear  are  recommended.  Co-leaders  Marcy  Foster 
(tel.  674-8566)  and  Blayne  Faman  (tel.  41^-854-7541,  Port  Colborne 
We  will  meet  at  8:15  a.m.  at  the  Vermont  and  Busti  entrance  to  the 
Peace  Bridge  or  at  8:50  at  the  first  parking  lot  south  of  the 
Peace  Bridge  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  Niagara  River. 

PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwisennoted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  through  June,  inclusive^,  in  the  Society's 
club  rooms  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than -the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler,  Mr.  Joseph  Thill,  5 6  Allegany  Ave.  Kenmore,N.Y.  I4 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Please  notify  the  treasurer,  Ms.  Peggy  Daniels  at  18  Concord 

Drive,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215  • 

BACK  ISSUES:  Available  at  fifty  cents  per  copy  from  the  treasurer. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE:  65.00  per  year,  payable  to  the  treasurer. 

EDITOR:  Thomas  J.  Klonowski.1,-  2098  Delaware  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14216 

This  issue  of  The  Pro thonatary  was  printed  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Department 
of  Biology  of  the  State  University  College  at  Buffalo. 
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September  was  a  mostly  sunny  and  calm  month.  The  average1 temperature 
was  61.9°(f)  which  was  only  0.3° (?)  above  the  normal  for  that  month.  Total  pre¬ 
cipitation  for  this  period  was  4*94  inches.  However,  4.94  inches  fell  on  the  14th 
day  of  the  month  (Meteorological,  data  as  recorded  at  Greater  Buffalo  International 
Airport  and  interpreted  in  part  by  Marion  Bee  and  Kurt  Bnmanuele) 

Even  though  September's  weather  was  mostly  average,  some  noteworthy 
sightings  were  recorded  by  area  birders. 

Visits  to  the  Lakeside  Turf  Farm  in  the  Town  of  Clarence  paid  off  for 
birders  searching  for  interesting  sho rebirds.  Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  and 
American  Golden  Plovers  were  probably  the  most  notable  finds. 

On  September  26th,  a  handsome  Mute  Swan  was  spotted  by  Art  Partridge  at 
the  Buffalo  Yacht  Club.  Earlier  reports  indicated  that  this  bird  had  been  in  this 
area  for  some  time. 

•  ,  »  ■  ■ 

At  Rockhouse  Pt.,  Ontario  on  September  9th,  a  rare  Merlin  in  immature 
plumage  was  observed  by  Joe  and  John  Thill.  At  this  same  location  on  September  16th 
a  rare  Hudsonian  Godwit  was  seen  by  Robert  Andrle  and  party. 


One  of  the  most  memorable  finds  for  the  month  was  made  by  Marion  Bee.  On 
September  25th,  she  observed  fifteen  migrating  Eastern  Bluebirds  in  South  Wales. 
These  days,  most  of  us  are  fortunate  to  see  one. 

Marion  L,  Bee,  2384  Darling  Rd. 

South  Wales,  N.Y.  14159 


Kurt  A.  Emmanuele,  95  Evergree  PI., 
Cheektowaga,  N.Y.  14225 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable, 
detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  'Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  Yorka  dnd  Adjacent  Ontario '  (B.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society, 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

P  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 


Double-crested  Cormorant 

Sept. 

16 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt. 

T» 

22 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt. 

Great  E^ret 

ff 

9 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron 

ff 

8 

4 

Tifft  Farm 

ff 

23 

4 

Tifft  Farm 

*Mute  Swan 

If 

26 

1 

Buffalo  Yacht 

Canada  Goose 

'll. 

11F 

15 

Allenberg  Bog 

If 

22 

120 

Alfred  area 

II 

22 

175 

Langford 

Gadwall 

II-  • 

30 

10 

Iroquois  NWR 

Blue-winged  Teal 

•fl 

9 

350 

Iroquois  NWR  , 

American  Wigeon 

4f 

9 

100 

Iroquois  NWR 

,  *  ,  ■ 

ii 

27 

40 

Times  Beach 

Redhead 

•  V 

ii 

23 

2 

South  Buffalo 

Ring-necked  Duck 

ff 

1-30 

1 

Forest  Lawn  . . 

v  *•  *, 

'  ff 

9 

6 

Iroquois  NWR 

Hooded  Merganser 

ff 

7 

1 

Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et 

Common  Merganser 

ff 

27 

i  .  ‘ 

Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Red-breasted  Merganser  " 

ff 

23,27 

'  r 

Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Sharp -shinned  Hawk 

ff 

22  ' 

i 

Clarence 

Freeland 

ff 

23 

r>  r'  • 

2 
r  ' 

Allenberg  Bog 

Chappies 

ff 

27 

6 

Times  Beach 

Freeland 

Cooper's  Hawk 

ff 

8,25 

1,1 

East  Amherst 

Freeland 

ff 

30 

1 

Java 

Bee 

Andrle, et  al 
Schaf  f ner , A . Clark 
McKales, et  al(BOS) 
Andrle, et  al 
Preeland,  Perera 
Partridge 
Mitchell, King 
K1  ingen smith 
Chappies 
Partridge 
McKales,et  al(BOS) 
McKal-e s,et  a 1 ( BOS ) 
Freeland.  ■ 
Freeland, et  al 
Freeland, v.o . 
McKales,  Freeland, et 
al  (BOS) 


Bald  Eagle 
Marsh  Hawk 


7 
9 
5 

8 

22 

29 

30 


1 (sub-ad.)  over  Williamsville  Freeland 


l(imm. ) 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 


Iroquois  NWR 
Tonwanda  WMA., 
Golden 
v  Allegany 
•  Cuba  Marsh 
Iroquois  NWR.,,. 


McKales, et  al  (BOS) 
McKales 

A . Clark, Schaf f ner 
VanScoys 

V.Pitzrick, Scott,  et  e 
Partridge 
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Osprey  Sept. 

1,13,23, 

30  1,1, 1,1 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

ft 

2 

1 

Belmont 

Jordan 

f? 

3 

1 

Wellsville 

Jordan 

ft 

4 

1 

Amity 

Burtons, Jordan 

ff 

9 

1 

Iroquois  NWE 

McKales,et  al(BOS' 

*Merlin 

ft 

9 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Jos.&John  Thills 

American  Coot 

If 

29F 

2 

Cuba  Marsh 

V.Pitzrick,  Scott,  t 

ft 

30 

4 

Iroquois  NWR 

Partridge 

* American  Golden  Plover 

tt 

1 

3 

Clarence 

Becker, Bee 

ff 

2,9,16 

9,7,3 

Clarence 

McKales,et  al 

ft 

9 

30 

Newstead 

McKales,et  al(B0S' 

16 

16 

Lowbanks, Ont . 

Andrle,et  al 

t! 

22 

18 

Lowbanks, Ont. 

A . Clark , Schaf f ne  r 

ff 

22 

6 

Clarence 

Freeland 

Black-bellied  Plover 

tt 

9 

2 

South  Buffalo 

A. Clark, Schaf fner 

ft 

16 

25 

Lowbanks, Ont. 

Andrle,et  al 

ff 

22 

30 

Lowbanks, Ont. 

A. Clark, Schaf fner 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

ft 

16 

24 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Andrle, et  al 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

tt 

5,8,22 

5,25,2 

Clarence 

Freeland 

Baird ’ s  Sandpiper 

ft 

8 

1 

Clarence 

Freeland 

*Buff-breasted  Sandpiper" 

16 

3 

Clarence 

McKales 

ft 

16 

1 

Newstead 

McKales 

ft 

22 

1 

Clarence 

Freeland 

*Hudsonian  Godwit 

ff 

16 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt,,Ont. 

Andrle, et  al 

Franklin ’ s  Gull 

ff 

1 

2 

Ft. Erie, Ont. 

Andrle  >-pt  ala 

ff 

9 

2 

Buffalo 

Schaf  fner,  A .  Clark 

tt 

16 

1 

Er i e  Beach , On  t . 

Andrl6,et  al 

Little  Gull 

ft 

6 

1 

Athol  Springs 

Freeland 

ff 

9 

2 

Buffalo 

A. Clark, Schaf fner 

Forster’s  Tern 

tt 

1 

1 

Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Andrle, et  al 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

ff 

2 

3 

Java 

Bee 

ff 

16 

2 

4-Mi. Creek  S.P. 

Freelands 

Yellow-bellied  Sap  suck ei'  " 

10F, 14, 16, 22  1,1, 1,1 

Alfred  area 

Kl ingen smith 

ft 

24 

3 

East  Aurora 

Freeland 

Eastern  Kingbird 

ff 

16  L 

2 

Clarence 

McKales 

Tufted  Titmouse 

ft 

29 

1 

Middleport 

Krogs, Morian 

Eastern  Bluebird 

If 

1-31 

3-13 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

ft 

2,18-30 

2,  L»4 

Limestone 

VanScoys 

ff 

7 

8 

Wales 

A. Clark, Schaf fner 

tt 

8 

2 

Colden 

A. Clark, Schaf fner 

ff 

25,27 

*15,2 

South  Wales 

Bee 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

If 

23F 

2 

Beaver  Meadow 

Bee 

Ruby— crowned  Kinglet 

ft 

22F 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

A. Clark, Schaf fner 

ft 

25,29 

1,3 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

Water  Pipit 

ff 

22F 

1 

Amhe rst 

Freeland 

Northern  Parula 

ff 

16 

2 

4-Mi. Creek  S.P. 

Freelands 

If 

23 

1 

Tifft  Farm 

Freeland, Perera 

’  t 
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Pine  Warbler  Sept. 

29  l(dead) 

^Connecticut  Warbler 

It 

16 

1 

Wilson’s  Warbler 

ft 

23 

1 

*House  Finch 

tt 

1-30 

6-12 

tt 

1-30 

4-6 

ft 

12,13 

,15  1,1,1 

Vesper  Sparrow 

tt 

2,9, 

16  1,1,1 

ft 

24 

1 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

tf 

22F 

1 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

If 

23F 

1 

tt 

26 

1 

White- throated  Sparrow 

tt 

1-6 

1-2 

tt 

2 

2 

tt 

19 

1 

it 

23 

20 

*  Lincoln’ s  Sparrow 

tt 

23  F 

2 

it 

30 

2 

(con’ t . ) 


Alfred  area 

Brooks 

4-Mi. Greek  S.P. 

Freelands 

Tifft  Farm 

Freeland, Perera 

Belmont 

Burtons 

Eggertsville 

McKales 

Buffalo 

Schaffner 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

Ward 

Burtons 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Schaffner, A . Clark 

Amity  Lake 

V.Pttzrick 

West  Almond 

Burtons 

Limestone 

VanScoys 

near  Allenberg  Bog 

J. Chappie 

Eggertsivlle 

McKales 

Tifft  Farm 

Freeland, Perera 

Tifft  Farm 

Freeland, Perera 

Limestone 

VanScoys 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recdrded  this  year. . 255 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue . . .  3 

Total  for  year . . . . . . .258 


Interactions  Between  Yellow  Warblers 
And  a  Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

On  19  August  1979)  Mike  Zebehazy,  Joe  and  John  Thill,  and  the  writer 
observed  aggressive  encounters  between  two  Yellow  Warblers  (Dendroica  petechia) 
and  a  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  ( Calidris  pusilla)  at  Rock  Point  Provincial  Park. 

We  were  studying  a  flock  of  twenty  Semipalmated  Sandpipers,  one  Western  Sandpiper 
(C.  mauri )  and  five  Spotted  Sandpipers  (Acti tis  macularia)  feeding  on  the  well- 
manicured  grass  near  the  bluff  overlooking  the  lake.  On  two  occasions,  several 
minutes  apart,  we  observed  a  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  being  routed  from  the  area 
by  an  aggressive  Yellow  Warbler.  The  sandpiper  flew  rapidly,  twisting  and  turning 
in  an  effort  to  evade  the  pursuing  warbler.  After  chasing  the  sandpiper  for  about 
150  feet,  the  warbler  would  return  to  a  grove  of  willow  trees  near  where  the 
episodes  began.  On  a  third  occasion  shortly  thereafter,  two  Yellow  Warblers 
chased  a  Semipalmated  Sandpiper,  the  chase  again  originating  from  the  area  near 
the  willow  trees.  We  believe  the  same  Yellow  Warblers  were  involved  in  all  three 
incidents,  but  do  not  know  whether  their  aggression  was  directed  against  one,  two, 
or  three  Semipalmated  Sandpipers. 

Interspecific  aggression  is  more  the  exception  than  the  rule  among  birds. 
This  particular  case  is  all  the  more  interesting  as  the  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  is 
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neither  a  competitor  nor  a  predator  to  the  Yellow  Warbler,  One  might  wonder  if 
the  Yellow  Warblers  were  defending  territory,  but  such  an  explanation  falters  for 
three  reasons:  (l)  assuming  the  warblers  were  defending  territory,  why  would  they 
defend  it  against  a  Semipalmated  Sandpiper,  of  all  birds?  (2)  we  heard  no  Yellow 
Warblers  singing, -.although  song  is  often  a  good  indication  of  territoriality. 

(5)  August  19th  is  an  extremely  late  date  for  a  Yellow  Warbler  to  be  involved  in 
any  phase  of  its  reproductive  cycle;  most,  if  not  all,  Yellow  Warblers  are 
migrating  by  this  time. 

Hence,  unable  to  find  an  explanation  to  account  for  it,  we  present 
this  unusual  case  of  interspecific  aggression. 

David  Wilcove 
89  Depew  Avenue 
Buffalo,  New  York  14214 


Thomas  L.  Bourne  was  a  long-time  member  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  and 
one  of  the  pioneer  bird  observers  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region.  He  participated 
in  all  the  National  Audubon  Scoiety  Christmas  Counts  from  their  inception  and  was 
a  constant  source  of  caluable  bird  records,  especially.ffromithe  Hamburg  area  and 
the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Following  is  an  interesting  account  which  he  wrote 
on  some  birds  that  he  recorded  in  the  year  1918. 

THE  19 18  BIRD  SEASON  AT  HAMBURG 

Although  the  writer  had  very  little  time  at  his  disposal  during  some  of 
the  most  interesting  weeks  of  the  spring  migration,  and  was  even  forced  to  discon¬ 
tinue  his  field  trips  altogether  after  May  14,  nevertheless  a  number  of  observation 
were  made  which  are  apparently  worthy  of  record  in  these  columns.  Observers  from 
different  sections  of  the  country  have  commented  quite  freely  this  year  on  the 
unusual  scarcity  of  the  smaller  land  birds  during  the  May  migration;  but  from  the 
meagre  data  at  hand  referring  to  this  region  in  particular,  the  writer  is  unable 
to  draw  any  definite  conclusions.  It  seemed  to  him,  however,  from  what  little 
he  did  see  of  the  movements  this  spring,  that  there  was  something  seriously  amiss 
with  the  transients,  al  least.  Ordinarily,  one  does  not  need  to  journey  far  and 
wide  in  order  to  list  a  fair  number  of  the  Warblers;  however,  although  a  constant 
search  was  made  among  the  shade  trees  in  the  village,  no  large  bands  were  detected, 
and  the  total  number  noted  during  the  month  was  small  indeed. 

Some  observers  evennstated  that  the  number  of  nesting  species  among  the 
smaller  land  birds  was  very  small;  a  report  in  "Bird- Lore"  from  the  Minneapolis 
region  had  it  that  the  woods  and  fields  for  the  most  part  were  strangely  silent 
and  deserted  at  the  end  of  the  migration.  An  ornithological  acquaintance,  from 
Mount  Holly,  N.J.,  wrote  that  it  was  impossible  to  make  an  extensive  list,  even 
at  the  flood  tide  of  the  season.  It  would  be  interesting  to  correlate  the  reports 
from  different  observers  in  this  section  and  ascertain  whether  the  phenomenon  was 
purely  local  or  fairly  general  in  its  scope. 


-  142  - 


Volume  45 1  Number  10  ”1918"  (con’t.)  ' 

As  previously  stated,  however,  the  writer  is  unable  to  make  any  valid 
deductions  from  personal  field  work  during  the  height  of  the  spring  migration; 
neither  has  he  any  information  to  offer  on  the  relative  abundance  or  scarcity 
of  the  smaller  nesting  species,  The  great  majority  of  his  observations  were  made 
prior  to  May  1,  and  consist  of  short  excursions  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
village.  No  extensive  surveys  were  made,  and  but  few  trips  were  taken  to  the 
shores  of  Lake  Erie  and  the  Niagara  River.  However,  a  number  of  observations 
were  again  made  on  the  meadows  north  of  Woodlavn  in  late  April  and  early  May. 

To  record  the  ornithological  history  of  any  given  year  in  a  suitable 
manner,  it  behooves  us  to  begin  very  logically  with  a  discussion  of  the  January 
birds.  In  all,  twenty  species  were  listed  during  the  month  —  a  very  creditable 
showing  for  this  locality.  But  four  trips  were  taken;  the  highest  daily  total 
was  twelve  species,  the  average  daily  total  being  practically  ;ten.  These  figures 
would  doubtless  appear  small  to  observers  more  favorably  situated  as  regards  winter 
birds,  but  the  records  are  exceptionally  good  for  this  township.  Included  in  the 
January  list,  of  cuurse,  are  the  more  common  winter  species  such  as  the  Hairy  and 
Downy  Woodpeckers,  the  Blue  Jay,  Crow,  Goldfinch,  Tree  Sparrow,  Brown  Creeper, 
White-breasted  Nuthatch,  Chickadee  and  Golden-crowned  Kinglet.  In  addition  to 
these,  the  writer  was  fortunate  enough  to  flush  a  Ruffed  Grouse  and  locate  a  small 
band  of  four  Ring-necked  Pheasants.  The  Herring  Gull  was  added  at  Lackawanna 
and  a  Cooper’s  Hawk  was  noted  in  East  Hamburg.  Moreover,  Red-headed  Woodpeckers 
and  Purple  Finches  occurred  during  the  month,  and  the  Snow  Bunting,  although  not 
abundant,  was  also  found.  Prairie  Homed  Larks  made  their  appearance  on  January 
20;  three  Juncos  and  one  Song  Sparrow  were  listed  on  January  27.  Three  or  four 
other  species  might  have  been  added  to  this  list,  as  they  occur  quite  regularly 
during  the  month;  these  are  the  Screech  Owl,  Cedar  Waxwing,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch 
and  Robin. 

The  February  total  was  only  nineteen  species,  which  fact  is  scarcely 
worthy  of  note,  as  the  month’s  list  invariably  runs  a  bit  below  that  of  January. 
Only  one  new  species  for  the  year  was  noted,  the  Robin,  two  males  being  seen  on 
the  17th,  and  one  on  the  24th.  A  careful  search  was  made  for  early  Bluebirds, 
but  without  success,  although  a  few  were  rumored  to  be  here.  On  February.  17, 
the  writer  pleasantly  surprised  himself  by  making  a  record  list  of  eighteen  species 
The  Prairie  Horned  Lark  was  first  heard  singing  on  February  24;  however,  only 
four  field  trips  were  taken  during  the  month,  and  this  is  undoubtedly  not  the 
earliest  song  date. 

March  is  always  an  interesting  month  in  western  New  Yorl$  as  there  is 
certain  to  be  a  decided  movement  among  the  earlier  migrants  before  the  first  of 
April.  During  exceptionally  late  seasons,  like  that  of  1916,  the  waves  may  not 
appear  until  the  last  of  the  month;  nevertheless,  they.' invariably  take  place, 
and  one  may  expect  them  accordingly.  The  present  March  proved  to  be  fully  as 
noteworthy  as  any  of  its  predecessors,  as  the  following  paragraphs  show. 

On  March  3,  two  new  migrants  were  listed  -  the  Red- tailed  Hawk  and  the 
Bluebird,  Two  individuals  of  the  former  species  were  found  in  the  East  Hamburg 
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woods;  and  no  less  than  three  Bluebirds  -  all  males,  of  course  -  were  noted  during 
the  day.  This  date,  incidentally,  is  the  earliest  Hamburg  record  for  the  latter 
species.  On  March  4»  several  Robins  were  reported  inside  the  village  limits.  A 
trip  taken  March  10  revealed  no  new  migrants;  the  weather  had  become  much  colder, 
and  a  number  of  Robins  and  Bluebirds  were  discovered  on  the  leeward  side  of  the 
woods  feeding  on  sumac  fruit. 

On  March  11,  a  single  Song  Sparrow  was  found  within  the  village  limits, 
and  one  was  heard  singing  on  the  15th.  On  the  14th,  the  first  Bronzed  Grackles 
were  observed;  and  on  the  following  day  the  first  Red-winged  Blackbirds  appeared. 

On  March  17,  another  trip  was  taken  through  the  East  Hamburg  woods;  the  weather 
was  now  quite  warm,  and  five  new  migrants  were:  listed.  These  were  the  Killdeer, 
Marsh  Hawk,  Red- shouldered  Hawk,  Rusty  Blackbird  and  Meadowlark.  A  single  Herring 
Gull  was  also  observed  flying  over  a  small  swamp;  although  the  species,  of  course, 
is  abundant  along  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  it  is  rather  unusual  to  find  a  specimen 
so  far  inland. 

On  the  24th  of  the  month,  another  trip  was  taken  to  the  same  locality; 
only  one  new  migrant,  however,  was  noted.  This  was  the  Fox  Sparrow,  four  individ¬ 
uals  being  found.  Migrant  Juncos,  of  course,,  had  appeared  by  this  time.  A 
Ruffed  Grouse  was  hesrd  drumming,  and  the  woods  and  fields  were  ringing  with  the 
songs  of  Prairie  Horned  Larks,  Red-wings,  Meadowlarks,  Rusty  Blackbirds,  Gold¬ 
finches,  Tree  Snarrow,  Juncos,  Song  Sparrows,  Fox  Sparrows,  Robins  and  Bluebirds. 

In  the  afternoon,  twelve  Golden-eyes  were  seen  at  Lackawanna. 

While  watching  a  number  of  Herring  Gulls  feeding  near  shore,  the  writer 
also  noted  a  large,  wholly  white  Gull.  The  bird  was  then  examined  at  close  range 
with  the  glass,  and  the  details  of  its  plumage  pattern  carefully  studied.  The  bill 
was  tipped  with  black;  no  note  was  heard.  Subsequent  reference  to  Eaton's  "Birds 
of  New  York"  pointed  out  that  the  specimen  might  have  been  a  Glaucous  Gull,  although 
western  New  York  records  were  scarce,  and  positive  identification  possible  only 
with  the  bird  in  hand. 

On  March  27,  a  single  Pied-billed  Grebe  was  found  in  a  small  pond  near 
the  village;  and  on  the  following  day  the  first  .Screech  Owl  of  the  year  wad 
discovered  sunning  himself  at  the  entrance  of  his  home  in  a  hollow  tree.  The 
mercury  rose  to  70°  on  March  31,  and  another  interesting  excursion  was  made. 

In  all,  five  new  migrants  were  listed:  the  Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  Sparrow  Hawk, 

Phoebe,  Vesper  Sparrow  and  Savannah  Sparrow.  A  few  insects  had  appeared,  an 
the  hylas,  of  course,  were  in  full  song.  In  the  afternoon,  the  writer  again 
visited  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie  and  found  three  species  of  ducks:  The  Merganser, 
Scaup  Buck  and  Lesser  Scaup  Buck 

The  month  of  March  was  thus  represented  by  a  total  of  forty  species, 
an  exceptionally  good  list  for  this  vicinity.  The  Great  Blue  Heron,  Wilson’s 
Snipe,  Mourning  Dove,  Northern  Flicker,  Cowbird,  Migrant  Shrike,  Winter  Wren  and 
Hermit  Thrush  were  not  reported  during  the  month,  although  they  not  infrequently 
arrive  before  April  1.  However,  it  is  necessary  that  one  remain  in  the  field 
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continually  in  order  to  obtain  an  accurate  record  of  first  writer's  observation. 
Moreover,  the  writer  is  unfortunately  the  only  active  field  student  in  Hamburg, 
and  must  therefore  rely  wholly  upon  his  own  observations* 

(to  be  continued  in  November  issue) 


B.O.S.  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 


SEPTEMBER  9  —  This  was  a  nearly  perfect  day  —  cool  and  sunny  —  but 
even  positive  Buff-breast  thinking  failed  to  produce  these  rare  sandpipers.  A 
thorough  search  of  Lakeside  Turf  Farms  in  Clarence  turned  up  7  American  Golden 
Plovers,  60  Killdeers,  a  Lesser  Yellowlegs,  2  Pectoral  Sandpipers,  3  Least  and 
5  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  along  with  a  few  Eastern  Meadowlarks  and  Homed  Larks 
and  7  Ring-necked  Pheasants.  Another  30  Golden  Plovers  and  34  Killdeers  were  in 
a  recently  plowed  field  in  Newstead.  Outstanding  among  the  more  usual  waterfowl 
observed  in  the  Oak  Orchard  area  were  6  earlier- than-usual  Ring-necked  Ducks,  more 
than  350  Blue-winged  Teal,  100-plus  American  Wigeons,  4  Northern  Shbvelers,  several 
Wood  Ducks,  a  few  Hooded  Mergansers,  Gadwalls  and  Pintails.  Special  treats  were 
an  Osprey  at  Cayuga  Pool  in  the  morning  and  a  Great  Egret  there  in  late  afternoon, 
and  an  immature  Bald  Eagle,  with  a  rusty-orange  banding  tag  on  its  upper  left  wing, 
resting  in  a  dead  tree  at  Ring-neck  Marsh  while  we  ate  lunch.  Most  passerines 
must  have  continued  on  their  southward  journey  the  night  before  because  /ery  few 
could  be  found.  Five  warbler  species,  a  Warbling  Vireo,  2  Red-breasted  Nuthatches, 
7  Belted  Kingfishers,  9  Common  Gallinules  and  the.  more  usual  birds  yielded  66 
species  for  the  day. 

—  Alice  &  Bill  McKale 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 
MINUTES  OF  B.O.S.  MEETINGS 

BUFFALO : ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY  NOV.  14,  L979 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  President  Dave  Freeland, 

The  secretary's  minutes  and  the  treasurer’s  report  were  approved 
as  read. 

Membership;  new  members  proposed  and  accepted  were  Mary  Ellen  O'Leary 
and  Bruce  Duncan.  In  February,  the  membership  lost  by  death,  Dr.  E. 

Hoyt  De  Kleine. 

Program 

Dec.  12th  Birding  Safari  Report 

Jan.  9th  Christmas  Count  Report 

Refuge,  Walter  Klabunde  reported  that  3/4  of  the  main  paths  were  completed. 
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Robert  Andrle  will  keep  us  infoimed  on  the  Breeding1  Bird  Atlas 
Project.  He  also  gave  some  information  on  Philippine  Monkey 
Eating  Eagle  movie  to  be  sponsored  by  the  B.O.S.,  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science  and  Toronto  organizations.  In  "Collections", 
magazine  of  the  Museum  of  Science,  Bob  Brock’s  paintings  of  Gulls 
appear. 

Brad  Lown  gave  a  report  on  the  October  14th  Count.  See  Dave 
Ereeland  for  the  December  16th  count. 

Walter  Klabunde  gave  a  Breeding  Bird  Survey. 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  9:38  p.m. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Karen  E.  Renning 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  noted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  through  June,  inclusive,  in  the  Society's 
club  rooms  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 


Please  mail  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of  the 
following  month  to  the  compiler,  Mr.  Joseph  Thill,  36  Allegany  Avenue 

Kenmore,  New  York  14217 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS. 

BACK  ISSUES: 
SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE: 
EDITOR: 


Please  notify  the  treasurer,  Ms.  Peggy  Daniels  at  18 
Concord  Drive,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215* 

Available  at  fifty  cents  per  copy  from  the  treasurer. 

?5 .00  per  year,  payable  to  the  treasurer. 

Thomas  J.  Klonowski,  2098  Delaware  Avenue,  Buffalo, N.Y.  14- 
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THE  MONTH 


The  weather  in  October  was  generally  uneventful.  There  was  a  trace  of 
snow  on  four  days  and  total  precipitation  for  the  month  was  5*88  inches,  0*87 
inches  above  normal.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month  was  50.7°  (F),  0.8°(P) 
below  normal.  1.1  inches  of  rain  fell  on  the  12th,  which  was  the  month's  high. 
This  occurred  after  a  cold  front  came  through  on  the  9th  and  10th  with  a  low  of 
51°(P) .  The  warmest  period  occurred  from  the  19th  to  the  25rd  with  a  maximum 
of  81° (P)  on  the  22nd. 

'  .  .  .  •  \  ■*  H  Y  / 

The  highlight  of  the  month  was  a  Black-necked 'Stilt  seen  by  Jerry  Chapnle 
and  Gary  and  Aline  Novosel  on  the  October  Count  (the  14th)  at  the  Smithville 
Sewerage  Ponds.  It  was  the  first  ever  in  the  B.O.S.  Territory  and  only  the  second 
sight  record  for  Ontario.  This  is  normally  a  bird  of  the  western  and  southern 
United  States  with  casual  occurrences  along  the  Atlantic  coast. 

Noteworthy  flight  of  625  Brant  on  Lake  Ontario  on  the  27th  was  eclipsed 
by  the  estimated  5>000  Brant  passing  Braddock's  Bay  the  same  day. 

Although  scoters  appeared  in  some  numbers  on  Lake  Ontario  early  in 
October,  other  diving  chicks  were  not  in  evidence  until  later  in  the  month.  A 
rare  Hudsonian  Godwit  was  seen  on  the  8th  at  St.  David's  Cannery  ponds  where  a 
variety  of  other  sho rebirds  appeared  throughout  the  month.  The  latter  half  of 
the  month  yeilded  some  interesting  gull  rarities  including  Sabine’s  Gull,  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gull,  and  Black-legged  Kittiwake,  all  seen  by  Ron  Ridout.  The  only 
"blizzard”  of  the  month  was  an  estimated  60,000  Bonaparte's  Gulls  observed  along 
the  Niagara  River  on  the  28th. 

The  last  of  the  warblers  were  seen  from  the  20th  to  the  24th.  The  Tennes 
(on  the  24th)  and  the  Bay-breasted  (on  the  21st)  were  late  dates  for  these  species 
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On  the  10th  of  the  month,  18  Eastern  Bluebirds  were  seen  at  various  locations  in 
the  southern  tier.  On  the  Count  Bay,  October  14th,  other  sightings  of  Eastern 
Bluebirds  were  12  in  the  town  of  Wales  and  4  in  the  town  of  Colden.  A  total  of 
66  were  reported  on  the  count.  On  October  3rd,  a  TV  tower  mortality  of  152  birds 
of  29  species,  including  a  later  than  usual  Mourning  Warbler,  was  recorded. 


Marcya  Foster 
Michael  Zebehazy 
Robert  Andrle 
Wav el  Barber 


130  Countryside  Lane  Orchard  Park,N.Y.  141* 
95  Slate  Creek  Dr.  Cheektowaga,  N.Y.  1422r. 
130  Countryside  Lane  Orchard  Park, N.Y.  14* 
45  Beverly  Dr.  Bepew,  N.Y.  14043 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORBS 

Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable, 
detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  'Bate  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Adjacent  Ontario  *  (B.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

F  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 

L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migraton 

(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 
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Olcott 
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Green  Heron 
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Black-crowned  Night 
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20 
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N.Falls,0nt.  1 
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Andrle,  et 

al 

*  ' 
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28 
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Chippawa, Ont . 

Ridout, et 
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*Brant 
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27 
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Olcott  .. 

Freeland 
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27 

500 

Ft. Niagara 

Freeland 

'  ft 

28 
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Blue-winged  Teal 

ff 
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16 

Amity  Lake 

V .Pitzrick 

American  Wigeon 

ff 

4,19 

60 

Times  Beach 

Andrle,  et 

al 

Redhead 

tf 
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2 

Times  Beach 

Andrle 

Greater  Scaup 

ff 

8 

50 

Olcott 

Freeland 

ft 

27  15, 

000 

N. Falls  Reservoir  Freeland 

White-winged  Scoter 

ff 

• 

8F,  27 

300, 

40  Olcott 

Freeland 

Surf  Scoter 

ft 

’8F 

1 

*  *1 

Olcott 

r  ’ 
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Black  Scoter 

ft 

8F,  27 
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27 

20 

Ft. Niagara 
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27 
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N. Falls  Reservoir  Freeland 
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Turkey  Vulture 

Oct. 

7 

25 

Iroquois  NWR 

McKales 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

it 

10 

1 

North  Hudson 

Burtons 

tt 

20 

1 

East  Amherst 

Freeland 

ff 

21 

1 

Amity  Lake 

V.Pitzrick 

ti 

22 

1 

Amity  Lake 

R.Pitzrick 

Cooper1 s  Hawk 

•t 

28 

1 

St. David' sOnt. 

Ridout, et  al 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

it 

25 

19 

over  Fr. Erie,  Ont 

. And rle, Byron 

Rough- legged  Hawk 

ti 

26 

1 

Williamsville 

Freeland 

ti 

27 

1 

Niagara 

Freeland 

Osprey 

tr 

1-25 

1 

Wellsville 

Pitzricks 

it 

2  >  4>  6, 

18,27  1 

Amity 

Burtons 

ff 

4 

1 

Amity 

Pitzricks 

ff 

6,18 

2,1 

Wellsville 

Burtons 

Killdeer 

tn 

21 

100 

Clarence 

Freeland 

ff 

27 

110 

St.David's, Ont. 

Freeland 

American  Golden  Plover 

it 

21L 

5 

Clarence 

Freeland 

Black-bellied  Plover 

ti 

27 

2 

St.David’s, Ont. 

Freeland 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

ff 

8,27  t 

5,15 

St, David ’ s, Ont. 

Freeland 

ti 

21 

2 

Iroquois  NWR 

McKales 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

tt 

8,27L 

6,2 

St.David's, Ont. 

Freeland 

it 

20 

7 

St.David's, Ont. 

Andrle,et  al 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

it 

8,27L 

11,15 

St.David's, Ont. 

Freeland 

Baird’s  Sandpiper 

ff 

27L 

1 

St.David's, Ont. 

Freeland 

Dunlin 

tt 

8,27 

70,250  St. David’ s, Ont. 

Freeland 

ii 

20 

175 

St.David's, Ont. 

Andrle, et  al 

Do witcher  sp. 

ti 

20 

1 

St.David's, Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

it 

8,27 

6,5 

St, David's, Ont. 

Freeland 

Hudsonian  Godwit 

tt 

8 

1 

S-j-. David's,  Ont. 

Freeland 

ff 

27,28 

1 

Pt.Colborne, Ont. 

Farnan 

*Black-necked  Stilt 

ff 

14 

1 

Smithville, Ont. 

J. Chappie, Novosel 

*Parasitic  Jaeger 

tn 

27 

1 

Olco tt 

Freeland 

If 

28 

1 

Wilson 

Andrle, et  al 

*Lesser  Black -backed  Gull  " 

29 

1 

N.Fall, Ont. 

Ridout 

Franklin's  Gull 

tt 

20 

1 

N.Falls(Goat  Is. )Freelands 

tt 

28,29 

7,5 

Niagara  River 

Ridout, et  al 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

tt 

28  60,000+ 

Niagara  River 

Ridout, et  al 

Little  Gull 

tt 

20 

1 

Youngstown 

Andrle, etal 

tt 

20 

2 

N.Falls(Goat  Is. )Freelands 

ff 

27 

1 

Ft .Niagara 

Freeland 

tt 

28,29 

8,1 

Niagara  River 

Ridout, et  al 

*Black-legged  Kittiwake 

ff 

28  1 

(imm. ) 

N. Falls, Ont. 

Ridout, Sutherland 

*Sabine's  Gull 

tt 

15  1 

(imm. ) 

N. Falls, Ont. 

Ridout 

Black  Tern 

tt 

22 

1 

Ft. Erie,  Ont. 

Andrle, Byron 

*Bam  Owl 

ff 

21-26 

1 

Granger 

Myers, Palmer 

Saw- whet  Owl 

tt 

50F 

1 

Cedar  Bay, Ont. 

Farnan 

Common  Nighthawk 

tt 

17  L 

1 

Pt.Colborne, Ont. 

Farnan 

Chimney  Swift 

tt 

6 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Daniels 

ff 

7 

2 

Buffalo 

G.D.  Smith 

tt 

8 

8 

Queenston, Ont. 

Freeland 

3+9 
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Ruby- throated  Hummingbird 

Oct. 

6l 

1 

Belmont 

Smalley 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

n 

6 

1 

4-mi. Creek  S.P. 

H.Klabunde 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

11 

6 

3 

Pt .Niagara 

H.Klabunde 

11 

6 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Daniels 

11 

27 

1 

Ft. Niagara 

Freeland 

Eastern  Phoebe 

11 

26,28 

1 

Ft .Erie, Ont . 

Sommerville 

Eastern  Wood  Pewae 

11 

10 

1 

Belfast 

Burtons 

Tree  Swallow 

11 

21L 

3 

Iroquois  NWR 

McKales 

Tufted  Titmouse 

11 

30,31 

4,2 

Limestone 

VanScoys 

11 

31 

1  ... 

North  Tonawanda 

Clemesha, Laux 

ti 

31  . 

1 

Elma 

Forsberg 

Mockingbird 

11 

10 

1 ■ 

*N. Falls, Ont, 

Sommerville 

Brown  Thrasher 

ft 

11 

1 

South  Wales 

Rosche 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

11 

21L 

1 

Tiff t  Farm 

Freelands 

Eastern  Bluebird 

it 

1 

2 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

ti 

1-31 

1-5 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

11 

1-29 

1-6 

Limestone 

VanScoys 

11 

3,  28 

1,1 

Amity 

Bur  tnn s ,  Jordan 

11 

10 

6 

North  Hudson 

Burtons 

11 

IQ 

5 

Felfast 

Burtons 

11 

10 

5 

Belmont 

G . Brown 

ti 

10 

2 

Friendship 

Burtons 

Water  Pipit 

11 

21 

60 

'Clarence 

Freeland 

White-eyed  Vireo 

ff 

1L 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Solitary  Vireo 

it 

7  5  ■ 

1 

Oakland  Rural  Cem 

.H.Klabunde 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

ti 

6,7 

1 

Ft  .Niagara 

H.Klabunde 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

r» 

4 

1 

Times  Beach 

Andrle 

Tennessee  Warbler 

H- 

24L 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Northern  Parula 

ti 

7L 

1 

Beaver  Is.SP. 

McKales 

Magnolia  Warbler 

11 

6 

2 

Forest  Lawn 

Daniels 

Cape  May  Warbler 

tt 

8 

1 

Queens ton, Ont. 

Freeland 

BlacM;hraated  Blue  V/arbler 

it 

7 

1 

Ft. Niagara 

H.Klabunde 

Black- throated  Green  Warbler" 

8 

4 

Oakland  Rural  Cem 

.Freeland 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler 

H 

6l 

1 

Limestone 

VanScoys 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

ti 

21L 

1 

Tifft  Farm 

Freelands 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

n 

20  L 

1 

N. Falls (Goat  Is.)  Freelands 

American  Redstart 

tr 

21L 

1 

Tifft  Farm 

Freelands 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

11 

22  40 

,000 

East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Rusty  Blackbird 

n 

8F 

8 

Amherst 

Freeland 

it 

8E 

8 

Porter 

Freeland 

11 

8F 

125 

St.David’s,Ont. 

Freeland 

Common  Grackle 

it 

22  40 

,000 

East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

11 

2 

1 

Limestone 

VanScoys 

Indigo  Bunting 

it 

5L 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Evening  Grosbeak 

11 

30 

3 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 
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House  Finch  Oct.  1-51 

1-5 

Lewiston 

H.  Klabunde 

"  1-31 

5-15 

Eggertsville 

Hulls 

"  1-51 

4-8 

Belmont 

Burtons 

"  1-51 

5-10 

E&gertsville 

McKales 

"  18 

’  f  r  -,  •  /-  * 

5 

Buffalo 

G.D,  Smith 

Rufous-sided  Tbwhee 

"  28 

1 

:  1  O  '/ 

Jamestown 

Beal 

"  28 

1 

Beaver  Meadow 

Becker 

"  28 

1 

Limestone 

VanScoys 

Savannah  Sparrow 

"  26 

1 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

"  26 

1 

Alfred 

Brooks 

Vesper  Sparrow 

"  10 

5 

North  Hudson 

Burtons 

"  10 

1 

Cuba 

Burtons 

”  21 

4 

Ward 

Burtons 

Chipping  Sparrow 

"  1-28 

1-9 

Amity  Lake 

Pitzricks 

Field  Sparrow 

,f  27 

1 

Limestone 

VanScoys 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

"  6,15, 

2,1 

Limestone 

VanScoys 

Snow  Bunting 

"  27F 

4 

Bemus  Point 

Beal 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year, . ... . . .. .258 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue . ....... .  8 

Total  for  year, . . . . . . .  ,266 


*  -  Included  1  species  from  October  Couht. 


ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 

Report  of  Fall  Bird  Count 

late:  October  14,  1979  compiled  by  Bradley  A.  Town 

Weather:  Partly  sunny  and  cool.  Temperatures  were  in  the  high  50 fs  and  low 
40' s  throughout  the  day  with  occasional  showers  and  snow  flurries. 
Winds  were  from  the  northwest  at  10-20  mph. 

Compilation:  Following  is  a  list  of  species  recorded  on  the  count  and  the 
total  numbers  of  each.  Figures  in  parentheses  indicate  section 
rfumbers  where  species  were  recorded  in  three  or  fewer  sections. 
Underlined  common  names  indicate  that  acceptable  written  verifi¬ 
cations  were  required.  "F"  or  "L"  after  a  common  name  indicates 
an  arrival  or  departure  date  for  that  species.  An  asterisk  before 
a  common  name  indicates  first  record  of  that  species  for  the  B.O.S., 
Territory  during  1979* 
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Loons  -  Mergansers 


Common  Loon 

13 

Northern  Shoveler* 

9  (5) 

Homed  Grebe 

54 

'* 

Wood  Buck 

117 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

45 

(6,11)  - 

Redhead 

31  (2,11) 

Bouble-cr.  Cormorant 

2 

Ring-necked  Buck 

156 

Great  Blue  Heron 

90 

Canvasback  (p) 

5  (5,6) 

Green  Heron 

7 

(5,11,25) 

Greater  Scaup 

4420 

Black-cr,  Night  Heron 

1 

(8) 

•Lesser  Scaup 

74 , 

American  Bittern  (l) 

2 

(19,25) 

Common  Goldeneye  (p) 

3  (2) 

Whistling  Swan  (F) 

1 

(23) 

Bufflehead  (f) 

12 

Canada  Goose 

4006 

Old squaw 

63 

Mallard 

20?5 

White-winged  Scoter 

73 

Black  Buck 

251 

Surf  Scoter 

5  (2,11) 

Gadwall 

57 

Black  Scoter 

9  (2,4,11) 

Pintail 

165 

Ruddy  Buck  (p) 

84 

Green-winged  Teal 

77 

Hooded  Merganser 

16 

Blue-winged  Teal 

85 

Common  Merganser 

119 

American  Wigeon 

825 

Red-breasted  Merganer 

69 

Scaup  sp. 

2950 

Vultures  - 

Rails 

Turkey  Vulture  (L) 

67 

Marsh  Hawk 

30 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

12 

Osprey 

6 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

14 

American  Kestrel 

63 

accipiter,  sp.  , 

1 

Ruffed  Grouse 

59 

Bed- tailed  Hawk 

140 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

46 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

4 

Turkey 

155 

Rough-legged  Hawk  (P) 

4 

(13,15,22) 

Sora  (L) 

2  (n) 

buteo,  sp. 

1 

Common  Gallinule 

7  (26) 

American  Coot  553 


Shorebi rds 


Semipalmated  Plover  (l) 

4  (2,7,25) 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

18 

(2,10,15) 

Killdeer 

732 

White-iumped  Sandpiper(L) 

1 

(25) 

Am.  Golden  Plover 

44  (7,10,25) 

Least  Sandpiper  (l) 

21 

(2,7) 

Black-bellied  Plover 

45  (2,7,13) 

Bunlin 

198 

Ruddy  Turnstone  (l) 

4  (6,7,20) 

do witcher,  sp. 

1 

(2) 

American  Woodcock  (L) 

5  (19,22,26) 

Stilt  Sandpiper  (L) 

1 

(2) 

Common  Snipe 

5 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper 

1 

(1) 

Spotted  Sandpiper  (l) 

2  (6,7) 

Sander ling  (l) 

37 

(6,7) 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

41 

Black-necked  Stilt 

1 

CD 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

13 

152 


Volume  45,  Number  11  -  "Fall  Count"  (con’t.) 

Jaegers  -  Flycatchers 


Great  Bl. -backed  Gull 

93 

Belted  Kingfisher 

49 

Herring  Gull 

6968 

Common  Flicker 

187 

Ring-billed  Gull 

10,626 

Pileated  Woodpecker 

3 

(5,13,19) 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

4846 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

10 

(10,13,19) 

Little  Gull 

1  (2) 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

5 

(3,6,28) 

Common  Tern 

508  (2,9,11) 

Yellow-bel.  Sapsucker 

11 

Rock  Dove 

2302 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

45 

Mourning  Dove 

520 

Downy  Woodpecker 

156 

Screech  Owl 

5(6,7,11) 

Woodpecker,  sp. 

2 

Great  Horned  Owl 

''  13 

Eastern  Phoebe 

47 

Barred  Owl 

1  (19) 

E.  Wood  Pewee  (L) 

1 

(11) 

Chimney  Swift  (L) 

24  (21,22,23) 

Larks  -  Thrushes 

H.  Lark  (praticola) 

103 

House  Wren 

9 

Tree  Swallow 

335 

Winter  Wren 

19 

Rough-winged  Swallow  (l)  55  (9) 

Gray  Catbird 

31 

Purple  Martin  (L) 

9  (2,9) 

American  Robin 

3653 

Blue  Jay 

1326 

Wood  Thrush 

2 

(11) 

Common  Crow 

27772 

Hermit  Thrush 

68 

Black-capped  Chickadee  959 

Swainson’s  Thrush 

12 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

201 

Gray-cheeked  Thrush  (l) 

2 

(11) 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

23 

Eastern  Bluebird 

66 

Brown  Creeper 

61 

Kinglets  -  Weaver  Finches 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

366 

Cape  May  Warbler  (l) 

1 

(23) 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

397 

Bl.-thr.  Blue  Warbler  (l) 

1 

(11) 

Water  Pipit 

292 

Yellow-r.  Warbler 

674 

Cedar  Waxwing 

1243 

Bl.-thr.  Green  Warbler  (L) 

7 

Starling 

23,765 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

1 

(12) 

Solitary  Vireo  (L) 

2  (6,11) 

Palm  Warbler  (l) 

2 

(28) 

Red-eyed  Vireo  (l) 

1  (8) 

Common  Yellowthroat 

11 

Tennessee  Warbler 

3  (23,26) 

Wilson’s  Warbler  (l) 

1 

(11) 

*Orange-crowned  Warbler  1  (11) 

American  Redstart 

2 

(11) 

Nashville  Warbler  (L) 

7  (11,13,20) 

House  Sparrow 

3983 

Magnolia  Warbler  (L) 

8 

Blackbirds  - 

Finches 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

263 

Savannah  Sparrow 

8 

Ifcd-’y.  Blackbird 

24,074 

Grasshopper  Sparrow  (l) 

1 

(9) 

Rusty  Blackbird 

160 

Henslow’s  Sparrow  (l) 

2 

(1) 

Common  Grackle 

5921 

Vesper  Sparrow 

67 

Brown-h.  Cowbird 

2095 

Dark-eyed  Junco 

1027 

153 


Volume  45,  Humber  11  - 

"Fall 

.  Count"  (con’ t. ) 

Blackbirds 

-  Finches  (con’t.) 

Scarlet  Tanager  (l) 

1 

(25) 

Tree  Sparrow  (f) 

7 

Cardinal 

195 

Chipping  Sparrow 

283 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak  (l) 

3 

(9,25) 

Field  Sparrow 

155 

Evening  Grosbeak  (F) 

2 

(28) 

Wite-cr.  Sparrow 

351 

Purple  Finch 

51 

White-thr,  Sparrow 

1323 

House  Finch 

30 

Fox  Sparrow 

7 

Pine  Siskin  (F) 

78 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

4 

American  Goldfinch 

1044 

Swamp  Sparrow 

112 

Rufous-sided  Towhee 

30 

Song  Sparrow 

1226 

spar  10 w,  sp . 

1 

Total  Species: 

158 

Total  Individuals:  123 

,481 

Comments  s  The  Black-necked 

Stilt  flushed  by  Jerry  Chappie 

i  and 

Novosel  at  Smithville  was  the  first  ever  on  an  October  Count,  first 
ever  in  the  B.O.S.  Territory,  and  only  the  second  sight  record  for 
Ontario.  It  was  far  and  away  the  "find"  of  the  day.  Other  interesting 
observation  included: 


Dowitcher,  sp 
Stilt  Sandpiper 
Grasshopper  Sparrow 
Henslow’s  Sparrow 


Fourth  time  on  count 
Fourth  time  on  count 
Fourth  time  on  count 
Second  time  on  count 


All-time  October  Count  highs  were  registered  for  Common  Merganser 
119,  Cooper’s  Hawk  14  (tied  with  1978),  Turkey  155,  Red-bellied 
Woodpecker  10  (tied  with  1975),  and  House  Finch  30* 

Significant  o there  highs  included  Greater  Scaup  442Qo (highest  since  1959)- 

Significant  lows  included  American  Woodcock  5  (lowest  since  1965), 

Common  Snipe  5  (lowest  since  1958),  Belted  Kingfisher  49  (lowest  since 
1964),  Downy  Woodpecker  156  (lowest  since  1964),  Wood  Thrush  2  (lowest 
since  1966),  Ehstem  Bluebird  66  (lowest  since  1963),  Palm  Warbler  2 
(lowest  since  1963),  Rusty  Blackbird  160  (lowest  since  1958),  American 
Goldfinch  1044  (lowest  since  1962),.  Rufotis-sided  Towhee  30  (lowest 
since  1963),  and  Savannah  Sparrow  8  (lowest  since  1959)* 

Absent  were  Tufted  Titmouse  (first  time  since  1958),  Mockingbird 
(first  time  since  1963),  Brown  Thrasher  (first  time  since  1962), 
and  Chestnut-sided  Warbler  (first  time  since  1966). 

Sections  and  Observers:  My  sincere  thanks  go  to  all  the  section  compilers  and 
observers  who  made  this  count  a  success.  Every  one  of  our  28  sections 
had  at  least  partial  coverage.  In  the  list  that  follows,  compilers’ 
names  are  underlined. 
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1.  Fon thill,  Ont. 

Gary  Novosel,  Jerry  Chappie,  Aline  Novosel. 

2.  Thorold,  Ont. 

Robert  Andrle,  Richard  Byron,  Marcya  Poster,  James 
Gregory,  Prank  Malek,  Mary  Jane  Mills,  James 

Swiencicki,  Barbara  Ibmasi. 

5.  Wilson,  N.Y. 

Harriette  Klabunde,  Walter  Klabunde,  William 

Broderick,  Tim  Grotheer,  Earl  Irish,  Lois  Irish, 


Sharon  Smith. 

4.  Middleport,  N.Y. 

Robert  Brock,  Kyle  Brock, 

5.  Oak  Orchard,  N.Y. 

Harold  Mitchell,  John  Morse,  Gail  Seamans. 

6.  Port  Maitland,  Ont. 

Ed  Williams,  Wes  Siegner,  Rick  Stockton. 

7.  Lowbanks,  Ont. 

Michael  Zebehazy. 

8.  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Blayne  Fa  man. 

9.  Grand  Island,  N.Y. 

Peggy  Daniels,  Alice  McKale,  Bill  McKale,  Karen  Renning 

10.  Akron,  N.Y. 

Robert  Wagner. 

11.  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

David  Freeland,  Arthur  Clark,  Arthur  Partridge, 

Arthur  Schaffner,  Pauline  Schwartz,  Robert  Schwartz. 

12.  Lancaster,  N.Y. 

Marie  Wendling,  Ann  Bauer,  Dna  Bill,  Dorothy  Danner, 
w’Fred  Danner,  Ray  Franz,  Cy  Wo  If  ling,  Mark  Wo  If  ling. 

13 o  Batavia,  N.Y. 

Jane  Mason,  Max  Mason,  Eileen  Hull,  David  Keller, 

George  Mahan ey,  Don  Thurau,  David  Whitcomb, 

14*  Hamburg,  N.Y. 

Lois  Matlock,  Peter  Matlock. 

15.  Java,  N.Y. 

Dave  Junkin,  Pamelia  Amey,  Esther  Becker,  Marion  Bee, 
Bill  Bogacki,  Karen  Geiger, 

16.  Angola,  N.Y. 

Brad  Down. 

17.  Cattaraugus,  N.Y. 

Carolyn  Frank,  Ruth  Helstrom,  Audrey  Horbett,  Rae  Uhl. 

18.  Belevan,  N.Y. 

Don  Clark,  Jane  Clark. 

19.  Fillmore,  N.Y. 

Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Katherine  Palmer,  Velma 
Baker,  Faye  Clancy,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Les  Fish,  Ruth  Gilman, 
Josephine  Main,  Marjorie  Main,  Lintner  Maxson,  Helen 
Morse,  Andrew  Mullen,  James  Mullen,  Ruth  Richardson, 
Alora  Smith,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Burnette  Smith,  Larry  Wilson. 

1 55 
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20 «  Dunkirk,  N.Y. 

21.  Cherry  Creek,  N.' 

22.  Sherman,  N.Y. 

25.  Frewsburg,  N.Y. 

24.  Allegany  S.P.,  N 

25.  Allegany,  N.Y. 

26.  Cuba,  N.Y. 

27.  Bolivar,  N.Y. 

28.  Alfred,  N.Y. 


Total  Observers:  188 


"Fall  Count"  (con’ t.) 

.  Frances  Rew,  Marian  Dornhaffer. 

5f.  Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Robert  Sundell,  Clarence 
Beal,  Gretchen  Carlson,  Otto  Carlson,  Cal la  Freeman, 
Jennie  Freeman,  Henry  Huston,  Dorothy  Pihlblad, 

Carol  Roby,  Donnie  Woodfield, 

Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Robert  Sundell,  Elizabeth 
Pillsbury,  Bob  Price. 

Jamestown  Audubon  Society,  Robert  Sundell,  Dave 
Gagne,  Susan  Hedberg,  Steve  Maggio,  Helen  McIntyre, 
Elizabeth  Pillsbury,  Bob  Price,  Tom  Simmons,  Tom 
Simmons  Jr. 

•Y.  Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club,  John  Forness,  Mary 
Fomess,  Michele  Bush,  Bill  Forness. 

Cattaraugus  County  Bird  Club,  John  Forness,  Mary 
Fomess.  Dorothy  Baker,  Lucille  Bordonaro,  Gloria 
D’Agostino,  Lorraine  Giovianazzo,  Alene  Johnson, 

Fred  Meyer,  James  VanScoy,  Regina  VanScoy. 

Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Doris  Burton,  Lou  Burton, 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  Compton,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Milford  Foster, 
Mary  Jordan,  Ann  Scott,  Mrs.  Carl  Seagren,  Alfred 
Voorhies,  Mrs.  Neil  Wilson. 

Allegany  County  Bird  Club,  Doris  Burton,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Clifford  Carrier,  Frances  DeGroff,  Doris  Hurlburt, 
Emma  King,  Nina  McMindes,  Marjorie  Richmond,  Robert 
Richmond,  Lillian  Simons. 

Allegany  County  Bird  Club.  Lorry  Chapman,  Erma 
Larson,  Vivian  Pitzrick.  Dorothy  Bayless,  Mrs.  Ira 
Brown,  Vera  Brown,  Betsy  Brooks,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carl 
Burdick,  Doris  Burton,  Lou  Burton,  Clifford  Buton, 
Ruth  Button,  Vivien  Car r,  Lois  Chapman,  Rebecca 
Chapman,  Dale  Coats,  Evelyn  Coats,  Carla  Coch,  Jim 
Copenheaver,  Maynard  Crampton,  Larry  Deverell,  Ann 
Eisenhardt,  Jamie  Eisenhardt,  Pete  Finlay,  Terry 
Finlay,  Alice  Foster,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  Fuller,  Jay 
Gibson,  Louise  Gibson,  Helen  Graves,  Dolly  Hawkins, 
John  Jordan,  Mary  Jordan,  Clarence  Klingensmith, 
Donald  Lamb,  Mrs.  Wayne  Lang,  Cathy  MacDonald,  Gen 
McQueen,  Beverly  Perry,  Linn  Phelan,  Raymond  Pitz¬ 
rick,  David  Reynolds,  Agnes  Rhodes,  Everett  Rhodes, 
Mary  Rosa,  Viola  Sharrett,  Harriet  Spleth,  Tom 
Spleth,  Burnadean  Stein,  Conor  Sttvens,  Helen  Thomas. 

1008  Charlesgate  Circle,  Ehst  Amherst,  NY  14051 
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ORGANIZATION  ACTIVITIES 

MINUTES  OF  B.O.S.  MEETINGS  Nov,  28f  1979 

The  meeting-  was  opened  by  President  Dave  Preeland. 

The  secretary’s  and  treasurer’s  reports  were  approved  as  read. 

Membership;  Ur.  James  Swiencicki  was  proposed  and  accepted. 

David  Freeland  is  being  transferred  to  Pittsburgh  Jan  1. 

Bob  Brook  is  Chairman  of  the  Program  Committee,  Walter  Klabunde 
is  Chairman  of  the  Refuge  Committee,  Mike  Zebahazy  is  same  for 
the  Conservation  Committee,  and  Ann  Bauer  is  Chairperson  for  the 
Program  Committee.  The  Research  Committee  will  have  a  secret  ballot 
for  election  of  Chairperson  at  7:50  p.m.  on  Jan  8th.  Audrey  Horbett 
is  Chairperson  of  the  Membership  Committee. 

Walter  Klabunde  reported  that  all  the  main  paths  of  the  Refuge  are  done. 

Robert  Andrle  reported  that  Ur.  Gordon  Meade  is  Chairman  of  the 
Breeding  Bird  Atlas  Committee  of  N.Y.  State.  He  also  said  that  the 
Philippine  Eagle  motion  picture  is  to  be  shown  at  Toronto  and 
Buffalo  in  1980  with  cost  being  shared  jointly  by  the  B.O.S.,  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  and  Toronto  organizations. 

Dave  Freeland  reported  on  a  Hawk  Mountain  trip  and  Robert  Andrle 
and  Bill  Burch  on  the  Birding  Safari. 

Pro  gram 

Jan.  9th  Bob  Brock’s  Gull  Painting  and  report  on  Christmas  Count 
Feb. 15th  Program  on  Refuge  (history, etc . ) 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  at  9:55  p.m. 

Respectfully  submitted, i 

Karen  Renning 

PROGRAMS  -  MEETINGS 


Unless  otherwise  noted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  through  June,  inclusive,  in  the  Society’s 
club  100ms  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 
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Please  mall  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  FIFTH  day  of 
the  following  month  to  the  compiler,  Mr.  Joseph  Thill 


36  Allegany  Avenue 

Kenmore,  N.Y.  14217 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS; 

Please  notify  the  treasurer,  Ms.  Peggy  Daniels  at 

18  Concord  Drive,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14215'. 

BACK  ISSUES: 

Available  at  fifty  cents  per  copy  from  the  treasurer 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE: 

$5»00  per  year,  payable  to  the  treasurer. 

EDITOR: 

Thomas  J.  Klonowski,  2098  Delaware  Avenue, 

Buffalo,  N.Y.  14216 

This  issue  of  The  Prothonotary  was  printed  with  the  cooperation  of  the 
Department  of  Biology  of  the  State  University  College  at  Buffalo. 
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November  tended  to  be  warm.  Firm  the  18th  through  the  27th  there  were 
no  days  with  maximum  temperatures  below’  50° (F).  The  highest  was  70° (f)  on  the 
2^rd.  This  followed  a  cold  front  that  came  through  from  the  12th  to  the  16th  on 
which  day  the  low  of  22° (F)  occurred.  The  average  temperature  for  the  month  was 
43.5°(F)  (3.7°(F)  above  normal).  The  total  precipitation  for  the  month  was  4.4 
inches  (0. 40, inches  above  normal),  1.22  indhes  of  this  being  in  the  form  of  snow — 
(12.5  inches)  which  fell  on  the  30th  marking  the  first  snow  storm  of  the  1979-SO 
season.  This  was  the  beginning  of  a  record,  snow  fall  for  one  twenty-four  hour 
period.  "  '  . 


November  was  a  good  gull  month  with  13  species  being  seen  on  the  weekend  of 
the  17-18th.  This  number  equals  the  record  maximum  seen  on  a  previous  day  in  the 
Niagara  Frontier  region.'  The  most  unusual  were:  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull,  Black¬ 
legged  Kittiwake,  Sabine *s  Gull  and  Black-headed  Gull.  A  possible  Great  Black- 
backed  X  Herring  Gull  hybrid  was  seen  at  the  Falls  several  times  during  the  month. 
At  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario,  the  latest  ever  Ruddy  Turnstone  was  sighted  on  the  rocks 
in  the  ran ids.  Also,  the  latest  Spotted  Sandpiper  ever  recorded  in  the  region  was 
seen  along  the  Niagara  River  near  the  Fort  Erie  marsh  by  Arthur  Clark  and  Arthur 
Schaffner  on  the  25th  of  the  month.  Individual  sightings  of  Cattle  Egrets,  which 
have  been  scarce  the  last  few  years,  were  made  in  Humberstone,  and  along  the 
Welland  River  in  Ontario. 

The  Nashville  Warbler  and  American  Redstart  reported  near  the  Maid-of-the- 
Mist  landing  in  the  gorge  on  the’  17th  were  much  later  than  usual,  probably  the 
result  of  relatively  mild  weather  conditions  this  fall. 


Marcya  Foster 
Michael  Zebehazy 
Robert  Andrle 
Wavel  Barber 


130  Countryside  Lane  Orchard  Park,  N.Y.  14127 
95  Slate  Creek  Drive  Cheektowaga,  N.Y.  14227 
130  Countryside  Lane  Orchard  Park,  N.Y.  14127 
45  Beverly  Drive  Depew,  N.Y.  14043 
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NOTEWORHTY  RECORDS 


Underlined  common  names,  dates  or  localities  indicate  that  an  acceptable, 
detailed  written  verification  according  to  the  'Date  Guide  to  Birds  of  Western 
New  York  and  Ad.jacent  Ontario*  (B.O.S.  1976)  has  been  received  and  placed  in  the 
permanent  files  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society. 

*  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

P  -  Indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 


L  -  Indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 
(f)  -  Indicates  record  from  feeding  station 


Common  Loon 

Nov 

.  11 

8 

Niagara  River 

Freeland,  et  al 

11 

3 

Grand  Island 

Me Kales 

ff 

28 

7 

Niagara  palls 

Axtell 

Red-throated  Loon 

ff 

11 

1 

N. Falls  Gorge 

Freeland, et  al 

Red-necked  Grebe 

ff 

2 

....  ...I. 

Niagara  River 

Rev;,  Schwartz,  Ulrich 

26 

1 

N. Palls  Gorge 

Freeland 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

,ff 

18 

•  24 

Cassadaga  Lake 

Rew 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

ff 

11  1' 

1 

N. Falls, Ont* 

Andrle,et  al 

*Cattle  Egret 

ff 

11 

1 

Humberstone, Ont. 

Freeland. et  al 

Whistling  Swan 

ff 

10 

1000 

Burgeson  Sanctuary  Beal,  etal 

10 

54 

Amity  Lake 

VvPitzrick-  ' 

21 

25 

'Iroquois  NWR 

McKales 

Canada  Goose 

10,14 

350,500 

Burgeson  Sanctuary  Beal.et  al 

Brant  ; 

7  " 

30  ' 

over  Ft. Erie, Ont. 

Ahdrle, t Byron” 

Snow  Goose  (blue  morph) 

ff 

21,25 

48 

Iroquois  NWR 

McKales  „ 

Mallard 

10 

400 

Burgeson  Sancturay  Beal„cet  al  .  < 

*Barrow's  Goldeneye 

'21,25,24  1  ' 

N, Palls, Ont . 

Wi-lcove,et  al 

25 

1 

N. Palls, Ont. 

Rew,  Frank  * 

Surf  Scoter 

4 

12 

Niagara  River 

Rew,  Schwartz.,  et  al  (BO 

11 

3 

N. Palls, Ont • 

Freeland,  et'  al 

Black  Scoter 

f  f 

4 

8 

Niagara  River 

Rew, Schwartz, et  al(BC 

11 

1 

N. Fails  Gorge 

Freeland,  et  al 

'  11 

2 

Eri e  Beach , On  t  * 

Partridge,  et  al 

Ruddy  Duck 

11 

32 

N. Falls  Reservoir 

Freeland, et  al 

Hooded  Merganser 

11 

18 

Niagara  River 

Freeland,  et  al 

11 

13  ’ 

St. David's,  Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

21 

70 

Iroquois  NWR 

McKales 

Sharp-shinned  Hawk 

24 

1 

Ft. Erie,  Ont. 

Sommerville 

Coooer's  Hawk 

1,29 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Seville 

11 

1 

Lewiston  area 

Klabundes 

14 

1 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

25 

1 

Pond! eton 

McKales 
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Marsh  Hawk  Nov. 

5,12 

1,1 

Pt.Colbome,  Ont . 

Faman 

ff 

8 

1 

Newstead 

Freeland 

25 

1 

Clarence 

McKales 

Osprey 

10 

1 

Burgeson  SanctuaryBeal, et  al 

Turkey 

ft 

1 

9 

Amity 

Burtons 

ff 

6 

5 

Amity 

R.Pitzrick 

ft 

9 

1 

Wales 

Rosche 

Killdeer 

ii 

5 

45 

Clarence 

Freeland 

ft 

16 

2 

Joseph  Davis  S.P. 

Klabundes 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

ff 

18L 

1 

Niagara  Falls,  Ont 

•Andrle, Foster 

American  Woodcock 

ft 

5 

1 

Grand  Island 

Klabundes 

Common  Snipe 

t» 

11 

155 

St. David ’ s, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

ft 

25L 

1 

Ft. Erie, Ont. 

A. Clark, Schaffne 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

ft 

5 

1 

Pt.Colbome,  Ont. 

Faman 

ff  : 

11L 

1 

St .David ’ s, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

Dunlin 

ff 

11 

50 

St.David’s, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

M 

25 

4 

N.Falls, Ont. 

A . Clark, Schaffnt 

Great  Black -back-backed  Gull 

ft 

25,28, 

29  9,55, 

83  Niagara  Falls 

Axtell 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

ft 

2 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Rew,  Schwartz ,  Uli 

ff 

4,18 

1,2 

N.Falls, Ont. 

Andrle,  et  al 

ft 

4 

1 

N.Falls, Ont. 

Rew, Schwartz,  etc 

.V  ,  * 

tl 

25 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Rew, Frank 

Franklin’s  Gull 

ft 

4 

5 

Niagara  River 

Rew, Schwartz, eta 

ft 

11 

1 

N.Falls, Ont . 

Andrle, et  al 

ft 

11,18, 

26  2,1,1 

N.Falls  Gorge 

Freeland, et  al 

ft 

28 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Axtell 

Little  Gull 

ff 

4 

5 

Niagara  River 

Rev/,  Schwartz,  eta 

ff 

11 

2 

Niagara  Falls 

Freeland, et  al 

ff 

11 

1 

Queenston, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

f? 

11 

1 

N.Falls, Ont. 

Andrle, et  al 

Black-legged  Kittiwake 

ff 

26 

1 ( imm • ) 

N.Falls  Gorge 

Freeland 

Sabine’s  Gull 

ft 

17-18  2 ( imm . ) 

Niagara  River 

Axtell 

Common  Tern 

ft 

2 

25 

Ft .Erie,  Ont. 

Rew, Schwartz, Ulr 

f? 

2 

12 

N.Falls, Ont. 

Rew, Schwartz, Ulr 

ft 

4 

12 

Niagara  River 

Rew, Schwartz, eta 

ff 

11 

1 

Ft. Erie, Ont. 

Freeland, et  al 

ff 

19 

1 

N.Falls, Ont. 

Andrle, Wilcove 

ff 

25L 

1 

N.Falls, Ont . 

Schaffner 

Black  Tern 

f? 

2L 

1 

Ft .Erie, Ont. 

Rew, Schwartz, Ulr 

long— eared  Owl 

ff 

21 

2 

Cedar  Bay,  Ont. 

Farnan 

ff 

24 

1 

Pt.Colbome,  Ont. 

Faman 

Saw- whet  Owl 

ff 

17 

1 

Cedar  Bay, Ont. 

Faman 

ft 

24 

1 

Pt.Colbome,  Ont. 

Faman 

PecL-bellied  Woodpecker 

ft 

6 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Saville 

ft 

21 

1 

Iroquois  NWR 

McKales 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

ff 

11 

2 

Ft  ..Niagara 

McKa le  s 

Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker 

ff 

12 

1 

Belmont 

Burtons 

*Black-hoaded  Gull 

ff 

2 

1 

p..vi_ls,  Ont . 

Rew 
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Tufted  Titmouse  Nov. 

1-29 

■  ..  1 

Elma  ... 

Forsberg 

ft 

1-20 

1-3 

Limestone 

VanScoys 

f? 

5 

2 

North  Tonawanda 

Wendling, Henderson 

ff 

5 

1 

Cheektowaga 

Freeland 

tt 

10,17 

1,1 

Amity  Lake 

V.Pitzrick 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

ft 

10 

1 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

ft 

25 

1 

Pendleton 

McKales 

Winter  Wren 

TT 

11 

1 

Beaver  Island  S.P 

•McKales 

ff 

25 

2 

Beaver  Island  S.P 

.Klabundes 

Mockingbird 

ft 

5 

2 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

ft 

10 

1 

E^gertsville 

McKales 

ff 

11 

1 

St.  David’s, Ont. 

Freeland, et 

al 

ft 

11 

2 

Porter 

Klabundes 

Gray  Catbird 

ft 

1-28 

1 

Rose  Hill  Rd.,Ont 

•Axtell 

Brown  Thrasher 

ff 

25 

1 

Ft. Erie, Ont. 

Sommerville 

American  Robin 

ft 

29 

40 

East  Amherst 

Freeland 

Hermit  Thrush 

ft 

30 

2 

Grand  Island 

Klabundes 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

ff 

2- 

1 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

t? 

10 

2 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

ft 

25 

1 

Beaver  Island  S.P 

.Klabundes 

'•'Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

ff 

1 

1 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

»  *  t 

t? 

21 

1 

Tonawanda  VMA 

McKales 

Cedar  Waxwing 

ff 

25 

200 

Pendleton 

McKales 

Northern  Shrike 

ff 

25F 

1 

Clarence 

McKales 

Yellow-rumped  Warbler 

ff 

1,2,5 

,20  1,8, 1,2 

Amity  Lake 

V.Pitzrick 

*v  ■  »  ^  w 

ft 

1-4 

1 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

ft 

2 

1 

Wales 

Rosche 

ft 

4 

1 

Queenston, Ont. 

Rew, Schwartz 

, etal(B0S' 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

ft 

2 

2 

Amity  Lake 

V.Pitzrick 

r-'. 

ft 

8 

2 

Wales 

Rosche 

ft 

11 

4 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Freeland, et 

al 

ff 

21 

1 

Sheldon 

Rosche 

j Rusty  Blackbird 

ft 

6 

1 

East  Amherst 

Freeland 

»» 

25 

1 

Bufferin  Is., Ont. 

Schaffner 

*Dickcissel 

ff 

30 

1 

Holland 

Beckers 

Evening  Grosbeak 

f?  1 

4,10 

10,4 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

tt  ‘ 

4,12, 

18-20  18.10 

, 10-25  Limestone 

VanScoys 

ff 

5-30 

3 

Orchard  Park 

Saville 

ft 

9 

4 

Houghton 

P.  Shea, V.Pitzrick 

ff 

10 

15 

Allegany  S.P. 

Rosche 

•  v:^ 

ft 

n 

2 

Youngstown 

McKales 

ff 

11-30 

3-60 

Amity  Lake 

V.Pitzrick 

ft 

24 

17 

Beaver  Meadow 

Becker 

House  Pinch 

ft 

1-30 

1-4 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

f? 

1-30 

10-30 

E^gertsville 

McKales 

f? 

1-30 

7-15 

E^gertsville 

Hulls 

ft 

1-30 

2-6 

Belmont 

Burtons 

tt 

4,11 

28,8 

Scio 

Pitzricks 

ft 

5 

1 

Alfred  area 

Brooks 

ft 

5,8 

1,1 

Depew 

Barber 

tt 

14 

2 

Jamestwwn 

Beal 
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Chipping  Sparrow 

Nov. 

4 

2 

Amity 

V.Pitzrick 

Fox  Sparrow 

If 

5 

1 

Orchard  Park 

Saville 

Swamp  Sparrow 

IT 

25 

1 

Beaver  Island  S.P. 

Klabundes 

Snow  Bunting 

If 

12 

50 

Pt.Colbome,  Ont . 

Faman 

f? 

16 

.  40 

Joseph  Davis  S.P. 

Klabundes 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  previously  recorded  this  year . . . 2 66 

Species,  subspecies  &  hybrids  recorded  this  issue. . . .  4 

Total  for  year . . . . . . . . 270 


THE  1918  BIRD  SEASON  AT  HAMBURG  (Pt.II  con’t.  from  Oct.  lac 

by  Thomas  Bourne 

The  first  April  trip  was  taken  on  the  7th  of  the  month.  At 
that  time,  he^rpdicas  and  spring  beauties  were  beginning  to  be  found,  and  three 
more  migrants  had  put  in  an  appearance/  the  Yellow  Bellied  Sapsucker,  Northern 
Flicker  and  Winter  Wren.  The  next  extensive  field  observations  were  not  made  until 
April  1/th,  the  interval  between  the  two  dates,  a  heavy  f all  of  snow  had 
occurred.  Although  the  snow  had  not  entirely  disappeared  by  the  14th,  hepaticas 
and  spring  beauties  were  found  in  great  profusion,  and  a  few  violets  were  also 
in  bloom.  But  four  species  new  for  the  year  were  noted  among  the  birds  —  the 
Bittern,  Wilson’s  Snipe,  Cowbird  and  Hermit  Thrush.  In  the  afternoon,  however, 
two  more  migrants  were  seen  on  Lake  Erie  —  the  Ring-billed  Gull  and  the  Red¬ 
breasted  Merganser. 

The  first  Chipping  Sparrow  of  the  season  was'  heard  on  April  18.  In  the 
evening,  the  writer  also  had  the  good  fortune  to  find  two  Horned  Grebes  on  a  small 
pond  near  town,  and  likewise  heard  a  Woodcock  give  its  "flight  song".  Another  trip 
was  taken  in  the  early  evening  of  the  following  day,  and  two  more  first  arrivals 
were  noted  —  the  White- throated  Sparrow  and  the  Field  Sparrow.  There  was  snow 
on  the  ground  the  morning  of  the  19th,  and  the  weather  had  become  much  colder. 

It  might  be  interesting  to  record  here  that  none  of  the  following  species 
had  been  observed  up  to  April  20:  Mourning  Dove,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Swan  Sparrow, 
Towhee,  Migrant  Shrike,  Myrtle  Warbler  and  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet.  On  April  20, 
however,  two  Mourning  Doves  were  seen  at  Hampton  Brook  —  the  only  new  migrants 
of  the  day.  A  careful  search  was  made  in  the  plowed  fields  for  Pipits,  but  with¬ 
out  success.  A  single  male  Hermit  Thrush  was  singing,  sotto  voce,  portions  of 
his  beautiful  song  about  dusk  —  and  this  is  the  first  instance  of  its  kind 
recorded  in  the  writer’s  journals.  It  was  as  though  the  bird  were  dreaming  of  his 
summer  home  in  the  coniferous  forests,  and  the  song  instantly  brought  back  to  the 
writer's  mind  the  circumstances  incident  to  his  first  audience  with  the  singer, 
upon  a  certain  Vermont  mountain. 

In  the  morning  of  April  21,  three  more  birds  were  added  to  the  year's 
list;  they  were  the  Swamp  Sparrow,  Migrant  Shrike  and  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet.  In 
the  afternoon,  a  locality  was  visited  which  is  a  favorite  resting  place  for  migrate./ 
ducks  and  shore  birds;  its  location  will  not  be  divulged  here  for  evident  reasons, 
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but  may  be  obtained  by  Audubon  members  through  Mr.  Savage  or  the  writer.  A  single 
pair  of  Blue-winged  Teals,  one  Pintail  drake  and  a  solitary  Coot  were  found  there 
on  this  date. 

In  the  early  evening  of  the  following  day,  April  22,  another  visit  was  * 
paid  to  this  locality.  Here,  not  two  miles  from  the  Buffalo  city  line,  was  present 
quite  an  aggregation  of  wild  fowl.  Pintails  had  appeared  in  such  numbers  that  there 
were  now  no  less  than  eighteen  or  twenty  pairs;  one  pair  of  Balpates  and  two  pairs 
of  Blue-winged  Teals  were  also  noted  —  likewise  the  Coot  and  a  female  Shoveller. 
Incidentally,  the  first  Belted  Kingfisher  of  the  season  was  also  recorded. 

Another  visit  was  paid  to  the  same. area, about  sunset  on  April  25.  But  one 
new  species  was  discovered  —  the  Green-winged  Teal;  however,  the  number  of  Baldpate 
had  increased  to  eight,  and  the  Blue-winged  Teals  and  Pintails  were  still  there; 
moreover,  there  were  now  three  Coots  present,  and  the  female  Shoveller  was  also 
seen.  The  writer  had  had  hopes  of  finding  some  Yellow-legs,  a  Mallard  or  two,  and 
perhaps  a  male  Shoveller;  however,  he  failed  to  locate  any  of  these  on  the  area. 

late  in  the  afternoon  of  April  27,  the  writer  had  the  good  fortune  to  see 
an  Upland  Plover  alight  in  the  fields  east  of  Hamburg  at  close  range.  Immediately 
upon  reaching  the  ground,  the  bird  stretched  its  wings  at  full  length  above  the 
body  and  then  slowly  brought  them  down  in  place.  Shortly  afterward,  however,  it 
became  alarmed,  and  soon  disappeared  among  the  grasses,  running  over  the  ground 
with  an  easy,  graceful  carriage.  The  woods  were  unusually  quiet,  and  but  one  other 
new  migrant  was  observed  —  a  single  male  Myrtle  Warbler,  not  in  song. 

Fairly  extensive  observations  on  April  28  yielded  but  .three  recent  migrants 
the  Scoter,  Green  Heron  and  Towhee,  A  small  band  of  ten  Red-breasted  Mergansers, 
and  a  flock  of  Bluebills  were  noted  on  Lake  Erie;  and  two  Wilson Ts  Snipes  were 
flushed  along  a  small  stream.  No  Bonaparte's  Gulls  were  found  along  the  shores  of 
Lake  Erie.  In  the  late  afternoon  of  April  50,  the  Brown  Thrasher  was  recorded,  in 
song . 

The  April  list  was  decidedly  below  that  of  previous  years  in  this  vicinity; 
not  only  was  there  a  comparatively  small  number  of  species  represented,  but  the 
individuals  of  most  species  were  not  at  all  abundant.  Taking  all  things  in  consid¬ 
eration,  birds  were  more  numerous  during  the  abnormally  late  month  of  April,  1917, 
than  they  were  during  the  corresponding  month  of  the  present  season.  However,  a 
great  deal  usually  depends  upon  the  weather  of  the  last  week  or  ten  days  of  the 
month.  If  a  warm  temperature  wave  occurs  at  this  time,  one  may  reasonably  expect 
to  find  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of  migrants.  However,  during  the 
present  April,  the  writer  failed  to  list  a  number  of  species  —  notably  the  Spotted 
Sandpiper,  Bam  Swallow,  Black  and  White  Warbler,  Black— throated  Green  Warbler, 

Pipit  and  House  Wren. 

As  stated  in  a  previous  paragraph,  field  trips  were  discontinued  entirely 
after  May  14;  and,  inasmuch  as  the  great  majority  of  the  smaller  land  birds  are 
usually  most  abundant  in  this  vicinity  during  the  third  week  of  the  month,  the 
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writer  might  easily  have  missed  a  great  "wave".  However,  nothing  that  he  witnessed 
among  the  shade  trees  of  the  village  indicated  any  such  occurrence;  in  fact,  he 
experienced  great  difficulty  in  finding  a  single  Magnolia  Warbler  to  point  out  to 
an  interested  friend.  Localities  ordinarily  excellent  for  observing  the  smaller 
migrating  species  were  apparently  deserted;  one  considered  himself  fortunate  indeed 
to  locate  a  Black  and  White  Warbler,  a  Black- throated  Green  Warbler,  or  a  Redstart, 
in  places  that  would  be,  under  normal  conditions,  literally  filled  with  individuals 
representing  perhaps  a  dozen  species  of  the  family  Mniotiltidae. 

On  the  morning  of  May  2,  a  single  House  Wren  was  heard  singing  inside  the 
village  limits.  The  first  regular  field  trip  of  the  month  was  taken  on  May  4,  and 
six  new  migrants  were  noted:  the  Spotted  Sandpiper,  Cliff  Swallow,  Barn  Swallow, 
Black  and  White  Warbler,  Palm  Warbler  and  Pipit.  On  May  5>  three  more  species  had 
put  in  an  appearance:  The  Baltimore  Oriole,  White-crowned  Sparrow  and  Blue-headed 
Vireo.  In  the  afternoon,  the  writer  listed  forty  Pintails  in  the  locality  describe< 
in  a  previous  paragraph.  The  Pintails,  however,  had  the  area  entirely  to  themselves 
the  other  ducks  and  the  Coots  had  apparently  passed  on.  Although  a  number  of  inter¬ 
esting  shore  birds  were  found  on  the  area  during  the  previous  spring,  notably  the 
Pectoral  and  Red-backed  Sandpipers  and  the  Semipalmated  Plover,  none  of  them  occurn 
in  the  present  month  to  the  best  of  the  writer’s  knowledge.  However,  a  series  of 
daily  observations  would  have  probably  revealed  the  presence  of  some  of  the  rarer 
shore  birds. 

On  May  6,  three  new  migrants  were  listed  within  the  village  limits:  the 
Yellow  Warbler,  Black- throated  Green  Warbler  and  Wood  Thrush.  luring  the  past  two 
seasons,  the  Wood  Thrush  has  become  established  near  the  high  school,  and  the  song 
of  the.- male 'is  continually  heard  in  this  locality.  On  May  10,  the  first  Chimney 
Swifts  and  Least  Flycatchers  were  seen.  On  May  13,  the  following  new  migrants  were 
found  not  far  from  the  village  limits:  Whip-poor-will,  Maryland  Yellow- throat  and 
Catbird. 

On  May  14,  the  last  field  trip  of  the  season  was  taken,  and  it  was  clearly 
evident  that  the  great' majority  of  the  smaller  land  birds  had  not  arrived  ,at  that 
time.  The  following  arrivals,  however,  were  noted:  Solitary  Sandpiper,  Kingbird, 
Bobolink,  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak,  Bank  Swallow,  Rough-winged  Swallow,  V/arbler  Vireo, 
Ovenbird  and  Verry.  A  fairly  large  flock  of  Pipits  was  found  in  a  field  which  is 
regularly  visited  by  the  species  in  spring  and  fall.  After  this  date,  no  observatic 
were  recorded  which  are  worthy  of  interest  here  —  except,  perhaps,  the  fact  that  a 
single  Loon  was  seen  in  the  afternoon  of  May  15,  flying  toward  Lake  Erie.  Warblers 
were  found  occasionally;  usually  only  several  individuals,  representing  a  like  numbe 
of  species,  being  observed  at  any  one  time.  The  Tennessee  V/arbler  finally  put  in 
an  appearance,  as  did  also  the  normally  late  Black-poll. 

The  next  entry  in  the  writer’s  journal  is  dated  July  2,  1918,  at  which  timt 
he  was  on  a  vacation  at  Camp  Fulton,  in  the  Adirondacks.  The  stay,  however,  was 
rather  brief,  but  a  number  of  interesting  observations  were  made.  A  female  Mergan¬ 
ser  with  nine  young  was  found  on  an  isolated  mountain  pond,  and  an  Osprey  was  noted 
on  one  occasion.  Some  of  the  characteristic  breeding  species  in  the  spruce  and 
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balsam  forests  were  the  Yellow-bellied  Sapsucker,  Olive-sided  Flycatcher,  White- 
throated  Sparrow,  Slate-colored  Junco,  Myrtle  Warbler  and  Hermit  Thrush.  Hear  the 
shores  of  Fourth  Lake,  at  an  elevation  of  about  1700  feet  above  sea  level,  Blue¬ 
headed  Vireos,  Black- throated  Blue  Warblers,  Black- throated  Green  Warblers  and 
Mourning  Warblers  were  breeding,  together  with  Rose-breasted  Grosbeaks,  Scarlet 
Tanagers,  Chestnut-sided  Warblers,  Oven-birds .and  Redstarts.  Several  Great  Blue 
Herons  were  occasionally  seen  along  the  shores  of  the  lake,  and  the  writer  is 
positive  that  he  heard  the  notes  of  the  Northern  Pileated  Woodpecker"  one  morning 
as  he  was  ascneding  Bald  Mountain. 

After  returning  from  the  Adirondacks,  ho  trips  were  taken  during  the 
months  of  July  and  August.  Several  excursions  were  made  during  the  month  of 
Septemeber,  and  a  fairly  representative  list  was  recorded  in  November.  Since  1916, 
the  Great  Blue  Heron  has  not  been  noted  here  during  the  spring  migration;  specimens, 
however,  are  usually  seen  along  the  creeks  during  the  late  summer  and  early  fall. 
Large  flocks  of  Canada  Geeee  were  reported  during  the  last  few  days  of  October. 
Red-breasted  Nuthatches  appeared  again  in  the  September  migration,  their  character¬ 
istic  notes  being  heard  occasionally  along  the  village  streets. 

December  proved  to  be  an  ■••exceptionally  mild  month;  but,  nevertheless,  birds 
were  far  from  abundant.  Red-headed  Woodpeckers,  Purple  Finches,  Red-breasted 
Nu thatches  and  Golden-crowned  Kinglets  were  evidently  not  present,  and  Ruffed  Grouse 
were  unusually  scarce.  No  Snow  Buntings  were  noted  all  month.  This  left  only  the 
Hairy  and  Downy  Woodpeckers,  Blue  Jay,  Crow,  Goldfinch,  Tree  Sparrow,  White-breasted 
Nuthatch  and  Chickadee  as  species  regularly  found.  On  December  8,  however,  one 
Sparrow  Hawk,  a  Barred  Owl  and  four  Juncos  were  listed.  A  Christmas  Census  was 
taken  for  "Bird-lore"  on  December  22;  although  practically  an  entire  day  was  spent 
in  the  field,  but  six  species  were  seen.  However,  a  Northern  Shrike  was  found  late 
in  the  afternoon,  its  occurrence  being  the  one  redeemable  feature  of  the  entire 
excursion.  A  Song  Sparrow  was  also  noted  on  this  date,  and  another  on  the  29th. 

-  Thomas  L,  Bourne. 


B.O.S.  FIELD  TRIPS  REVISITED 

October  27  —  The  light  northeast  wind  that  veered  to  southeast  by  late 
morning  and  then  became  variable  was  unfavorable  for  raptor  migration,  so  the  twelve 
observers  who  traveled  to  Hawk  Cliff  near  Port  Stanley, Ontario,  on  this  mild,  mostly 
overcast  day,  tallied  only  67  birds  of  prey  of  seven  species.  Forty— nine  were 
Sharp— shinned  Hawks,  and  there  were  at  least  three  Cooper's  Hawks  as  well  as  a 
Turkey  Vulture  and  a  Rough-legged  Hawk. 

But  many  other  birds  at  the  lookout,  inland  ponds  and  along  the  lake 
shore  made  it  a  pleasant  and  satisfying  day.  Common  Loons,  flocks  of  Canada  Geese, 
;,a'?e^Plpits»  American  Goldfinches,  Yellow-rumped  Warblers,  Golden-crowned  Kinglets 
an  75  or  more  Eastern  Meadowlarks  in  one  group  enlivened  the  lookout.  Two 
Eastern  Bluebirds  and  a  flock  of  55  Cedar  Waxwings  were  also  sighted. 
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Later,  at  the  ponds  near  Aylmer  we  viewed  from  the  observation  blind  a 
flock  of  about  55  Snow  Geese  (all  blue  phase)  and  many  ducks  of  various  species 
including  3  Ruddy  Rucks.  Four  Black-bellied  Plover  flew  by.  At  one  point  on  our 
return  thousands  of  blackbirds  streamed  over  the  woods  and  fields  and  an  exciting 
finals  to  the  day  was  the  adult  Black-headed  Gull  coursing  over  the  shallows  with 
Bonaparte’s  Gulls  at  Long  Point. 

Robert  Andrle  and  Peter  and  Lois  Matlock 


November  5  —  On  a  typical  November  day  —  no  sun,  no  warmth,  no  rain, 

no  snow  —  23  members  and  guests  met  at  the  Peace  Bridge  to  "do  the  River."  We 
found  newly-arrived  rafts  of  Buffleheads  and  Oldsquaws  enjoying  the  waters  off 
Fort  Erie  and  a  half-dozen  Killdeer  lingering  at  Jaeger  Rocks.  Tow  Belted  King¬ 
fishers  and  a  Homed  Grebe  were  seen  on  the  way  to  the  Falls,  but  the  Canvasbacks 
and  Greater  Scaups  so  common  later  in  the  season  along  the  River  were  not  seen  in 
any  numbers  until  we  reached  Chippewa,  where  extensive  rafts  of  both  species  were 
found.  Mixed  in  were  a  number  of  Redheads,  Ring-necked  Rucks,  Common  Goldeneyes, 
Buffleheads  and  Common  and  Red-breasted  Mergansers.  Two  Common  Loons  were  also 
seen  here. 

Above  the  Falls,  we  were  greeted  by  thousands  of  gulls,  among  them  two 
adult  Little  Gulls  feeding  with  the  Bonaparte’s  and  a  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 
standing  on  a  rock  near  the  brink  of  the  Falls.  In  the  gorge  just  below  the  Falls 
there  were  3  Franklin’s  Gulls,  all  immature  birds  although  one  was  approaching  adull 
plumage.  At  the  base  of  the  American  Falls  was  an  odd,  dark-backed  gull  which  coulc 
not  be  identified,  but  Dr.  Andrle  felt  it  might  be  a  hybrid  between  a  Great  Black- 
backed  Gull  and  a  Herring  Gull.  Two  more  Common  Loons,  all  three  species  of  socter, 
a  Hooded  Merganser  and  an  immature  Little  Gull  were  also  observed  here. 

Land  birds  were  not  abundant  nor  overly  cooperative,  but  we  did  list 
practically  all  of  the  species  ordinarily  present  as  well  as  a  Yellow-rumped  Warblea 
the  last  bird  seen  as  we  ended  our  trip  at  Queens ton.  Fifty-four  species  were 
recorded,  including  17  of  waterfowl  and  7  of  gulls. 

—  Frances  Rew  &  Pauline  Schwartz 


November  18  —  A  thick  fog  obscured  the  Niagara  River  and  Lake  Ontario 
when  some  25  members  of  the  Genesee  Ornithological  Society  joined  BOS  birders  at 
Fort  Niagara.  The  fog  was  so  dense  we  could  not  even  see  the  water.  On  our  way 
toward  Lewiston  we  drove  through  Joseph  Davis  State  Park  where  4  Snow  Buntings 
flew  across 'the  road.  It  was  a  relief  to  drive  up  out  of  the  fog  and  have  only 
a  slight  haz,e  over  the  Robert  Moses  Power  Reservoir.  There,  140  Ruddy  Ducks  were 
close  enough  to  be  easily  identified  with  many  scaup,  Canvasbacks,  Redheads, 
Common  and  Red-breasted  Mergansers,  an  Oldsquaw  and  a  Homed  Grebe. 
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At  the  parking  area  on  the  Canadian  side  above  the  water  control  building, 
there  were  large  numbers  of  Common  Goldeneyes  and  Buffleheads  in  addition  to  most 
of  the  other  species  seen  on  the  reservoir.  A  stop  opposite  Bufferin  Islands  gave 
us  American  Wigeon,  Black  Bucks  and  Mallards.  The  thousands  of  Bonaparte’s,  Ring¬ 
billed  and  Herring  Gulls  in  constant  motion  and  sitting  on  the  water  required  close 
study  to  find  a  Little  Gull,  one  or  two  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  and  a  Franklin’s 
Gull  below  the  Falls.  At  the  power  overlook  downriver,  we  scanned  the  gulls  for  a 
possible  white-wing,  but  the  best  we  could  do  was  a  possible  Thayer's  Gull  or  two. 
The  river  below  Qqeenston  remained  shrouded  in  fog.  The  Rochester  group  returned 
to  the  area  above  the  Falls  where  they  spotted  an  immature  Sabine’s  Gull.  The  day ’ e 
tally  was  45  species. 


Harriette  &  Walter  Klabunde 


March  Qth 


March  16th 


March  23rd 


PROGRAM  -  FIELB  TRIPS 

Field  trip  to  Niagara  Peninsula  of  Ontario  for  owls.  Co-leaders, 
Marcya  Foster  (tel.:  674-8566)  and  Blayne  Faman  (tel.:  416-834-754^ 
Port  Colbome,  Ont.).  We  will  meet  at  Vermont  and  Busti  entrance  tc 
the  Peace  Bridge  at  8:15  a.m.  or  at  8:30  a.m.  at  the  first  parking 
lot  south  of  the  Peace  Bridge  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  Niagara 
River.  We  will  meet  with  Blayne  and  will  investigate  good  owl  roosl 
areas  along  the  Lake  Erie  shore  and  inland  from  Port  Colbome  for 
(hopefully)  up  to  6  species  of  owls. 

Field  trip  to  Grimsby,  Ontario  Hawk  Lookout.  We  will  meet  at  8:30  £ 
at  the  Queens  ton- Lewis  ton  bridge  parking  lot  on  the  American  side  fc. 
car  pooling.  Leaders  -  Wavel  and  Maxine  Barber  (tel.:  683-3061). 

Field  trip  to  Oak  Orchard  and  the  Newstead  Sinks.  We  will  meet  at 
8:00  a.m.  in  front  of  Citi-Bank,  Transitown  Mall,  Main  St.  at  Transi 
Road,  Clarence.  Late  arrivals  can  meet  at  10:00  a.m.  or  shortly 
thereafter  at  the  Tonawanda  Overlook,  Tonawanda  Wildlife  Management 
Area,  south  side  of  Route  77  west  of  the  village  of  Alabama. 


PROGRAM  -  WORKSHOPS 

March  12th  —  BREEBING  BIRB  ATLAS  WORKSHOP  —  Dr.  Robert  Andrle  will  conduct  a 

workshop  on  the  establishment  of  a  New  York  State  Breeding  Atlas 
and  the  participation  of  Western  New  York  Birders  in  the  Project. 

March  26th  -  HAWK  IDENTIFICATION  SYMPOSIUM  -  In  preparation  for  the  Spring  Hawk 

Migrations  and  related  Hawk  counts  at  Grimsby,  Ontario,  interest 
and  proficiency  will  he  promoted  by  means  of  a  panel  discussion 
and  the  use  of  identifying  slides,  charts  and  study  skins. 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Unless  otherwise  noted,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesdays  of  each  month,  September  through  June,  inclusive,  in  the  Society's  club 
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